SERMON 1IV.

Saints compleat in GLory.
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1 Cor. x111. 10.

But when that which 15 perfet s come,
then that which is i part foall be

done amway.

D2 T E have feen how the Soul of
N W\ W 4% the departed Saint will be glo-
: "'Al‘ :

Y/

rious on its Separation from
the Body, we are now to take
a View of the material Part,
that frail and dying Part,
which will, e’er long, be laid in the Grave,
to awake out of the Duft in the Morning of
the Refurre&ion,

And
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And here we muft confider the Taberna-
cle as taken down at the divine Command,
as under the Care of Chrift, whilft in its fi-
Ient Repofitory, and as called forth by him
to be cloathed with Beauties, and fathion’d
like unto his own glorious Body, The
Wicked are cut off in God’s Anger, like the
Ieprous Houfe, often thrown down with
Violence, and always with Execration. But
not a Circumftance in the Death of the Saints
but is determined by infinite Love, and un-
erring Wifdom, as well as awful Sovereign-
ty: For,

1. Death cannot feize the Belicver but
with Leave from Heaven; and as he lives
the Charge of Providence, fo he dies be-
loved of God. When the Lord has com-
pleated his Defigns of Grace upon him and
by him; he figns his Difcharge ; and Death,
how formidable foever in his Approach, is
the fure Friend of the Redeemed of the
Lord, the Meflenger fent to bring them to
their Father’s Houfe, to poffefs the King-
dom he has prepared for them. The Death
of the Ungodly, is Part of the Wages of Sin,
and brings a Curfe along with it ; but blef-
fed are the Dead who die in the Lord ; for
neither Life nor Death can feparate them
from the Love of God which is in Chrift
Jefus, |

God has various Ways to call home his

faithful Servants; fometimes they are fnatch-
ed
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ed away with a feeming Precipitance, when
a Deluge of Evil is breaking out upon a
Nation ; and now and then they may fall in
a publick Calamity, {fometinies in the Field,
and {fometimes at the Stake, fome by pining
Sicknefs and wafting Infirmities, others by
fudden Diforders, leaft thought of and ex-
pected. Burt he who has fixed the Bounds of
their Habitations, and appointed the Number
of their Months, always, in the fitteft Seafon,
colle@s his Jewels, and makes their Death a
Blefling to them : Nor can any Thing dif-
folve the Relation between the Head and the
Members, their Bodies being Temples of the
Holy Ghoft, and allied to him, who, as the
Children, partook of Flefh and Blood, him-
felf alfo, in like Manner, took Part of the
fame, continue related to him when ftretch-
ed out cold and lifelefs. The Soul upon the
Breach of its Union with the Body, has no
anxious Cares for its former Companion ;
and the very Duft of the Saints is precious
in the Eyes of the Lord, fo precious, that,
2, He has his Eyes ever upcn it, nor will
he fuffer one Particle to be loft. The many
Changes under which it pafles, whilft fub-
jeé to Corruption, and mouldering in the
Grave, are all within the View, and under
the Cognizance of him, who will one Day
command the Sea and the Earth to give up
their Dead; and though it is as foolifh as it

is impious, for us to fearch the Tombs for
2 Relicks



Saints compleat n Glory. 63

Relicks of the Dead, as if they could be of
any fervice in Seafons of Diftrefs or Dan-
ger; yet we may reft aflured, where-ever his
Fulnefs is, it is always under his Care, nor
will he lofe any one Part of it : In vain then
does the cruel Perfecutor, or the fuperftiti-
ous Bigot, bring out the Bones of Martyrs,
or Confeflors, and exprefs their Refentment
againft them by committing them to the
Flames, whilft it is beyond the Power of any
Creature to annihilate the leaft Part of Mat~
ter ; and their Athes, how diftantly foever
fcattered, fhall all be preferved as the
Foundation of thofe glorious Bodies, which,
with exquifite Skill, fhall be made fit for
the Service and Enjoyment of God ; for,
That the Body will be raifed, how ridi~
culous foever it might feem even to the
Wifer among the Heathens, is not only
highly reafonable in it felf, but clearly and
fully revealed in the Word of God. o is
very exprefs concerning himfelf; I ‘know
that my Redeemer liveth, and that he fball
fand at the latter Day on the Earth. And
though after my Skin Worims deftroy this Body,
yet in my Flefb fhall I fee God : Whom I fhall
Jee for my felf, and mine Eyes fhall bebold, and
not anotber, though my Reins be confumed
within me®. And Daniel {peaking of thofe
who are flecping in the Duft of the Earsh,

2 Job xix. 25, 26, 27.

F fays,
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fays, that many, thatis, alarge Hoft, which
no Man can reckon vp, fhall awake fome to
everlafling Life, and fome to Shame and ever-
lafting Contempt®. And in the New Tefta-
ment, Martha {peaks of it as what the was
thoroughly perfuaded of ; I know that my
Brother fhall arife again in the Refurreétion
of the laff Dayc. And the Apoftle is very
large in explaining, as well as clear and full
in afferting this Do&rine, in the 15th Chap-
ter of the firlt Epiftle to the Corinthians,
from the 12th Verfe to the End of the
Chapter.,

Sometimes this Work is afcribed to the
Father ; thus of him it is faid, he raifes rhe
Dead, and quickens them ®; and fometimes
to the Son, who is reprefented as one who
(hall ¢hange our wile Bodies according to his
mighty Power, awhereby be is able to fubdue
all Things to bimfelf < ; and fometimes to the
Holy Ghott ; for the Apoftle fays, that the
mortal Bodies of the Saints thall be quic-
ken'd 8y the Spirit that dwelleth in themf:
Nor is there any Inconfiftency in this, fince
the cternal Three are one in Operation, as
well as in Nature and Glory.

As to the Time when the Bodies of the
Saints will be raifed, we are forbid the In-
juiry ; fince the Secret is lock’d up in the
givine Mind, no Man, no, not the Angels

b Dan. xii. 2. ¢ John xt. 24e d John v. 21.
¢ Phil. ¥k 21, f Rom, viil, 11. _
) of
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of God, nor the Son of Man himfelf, as
Man, knows the Day, or Hour, as our
Lord himfelf obferves, but the Father on-
ly 85 and there is a vifible Reafon for the
Concealment of it; that we might always
be upon our Watch and waiting for his
coming.

Many other Inquiries have been made as
to the Place where the Refurrection fhall be,
and whether the fame numerical and indivi-
dual Body fhall be raifed, and whether the
Reiurr«&ion fhall be confined to the Saints,
and the Bodies of the Wicked be annthilated,
or remain in a State of Corruption ; Quefti-
ons not {o immediately before us, Let it {ufa
fice to obferve, that inafmuch as the Wicked
are {coffingly faymg, Where is the Promiie
of his Coming ? That the Time is haftemng
on, when the Lord of Life and Glory, the
oreat Immanuel, fhall defcend from Hea-
ven, accompanied by Millions of Angels,
and all his Saints ; when the Trump of
God fhall found, and the Dead come out of
their Graves; and fhall hear the Voice of
the Son of God ; and hearing they fhall live,
arife again, and appear befere him; and
whilft the Wicked fhall be covered with
Shame, and cloathed with Confufion, the
very Bodies of the Saints {hall appear bng
and glorious : Forin thar Day,

2 Mark xiil. 32.

F 2 1. They
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1. They will be perfe@tly free from all
the Blemifthes; Defeéts, Infirmities, or De-
formities, which attend them in this World.

They will no more be fubject to Sick-
nefs, Pain, Hunger, Thirft or Wearinefs,
Inconveniences, which often make the Saint
complain whilft here: Nor is the moft come-
ly, beauteous Perfon on Earth, to be com-
pared with the Redeemed of the Lord, when
raifed without Spot, Blemith, Wrinkle, or
any fuch Thing; and what adds to the
Confideration is, that it is a Beauty which
fhall not fade, but remain compleat and
perfect, through the fucceflive Ages of
Eternity.

The Children of God, in common with
the reft of Mankind, are fometimes expofed
to the barbarous Infults of thofe who inhu-
manly make themfelves merry with the na-
tural or accidental Deformities of their Fel-
low-creatures ; Pau/ himfelf {peaks, how
through the Infirmity of the Flefb, he preach-
ed the Gofpel to the Galatians; and menti-
ons it to their Honour, that the Temptation
which was inhis Flefh they defpifed not, nor
rejected * 5 plainly intimaung, that this had
been the Cafe in other Places; and we find
fome falfe Teachers in the Church of Co-~
rinth, objeCted againft him, that bis bodily
Prefence was weak, and bis Speech contemp-
tible * 5 but nothing of this will be found

B Galiv. 13, 14. i 2 Cor. x. 10, .
2 with
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with the Saint in the great Day; when it is
highly reafonable to conclude, that a Per-
fection of Beauty will adorn him, Beauty
far furpafling that of our firft Parents in Pa-
radife. Here the Body is perpetually expo-
{ed to innumerable Accidents from without,
and frequently fubject to many internal Dif-
orders; a Want of Exercife endangers
Health, by feeding and promoting groffer
Humours; and there i1s no Attendance to it
without fome Degrec of Wearinefs. How
much Time is fpent in providing for the
returning Calls of Appetite; and a little Ex-
cefs in its Indulgence, is as dangerous to the
Conftitution as dithonourable to our Benefa-
&or. In a Word, how much of our Time
is taken up in anfwering thofe Queftions, of,
What fhall we eat? or, Whar fhall we
drink? or, Wherewithal thall we be cloath-
ed . With what Care and Application do
we prop up the tottering Tabernacle; and
afier all we find, that in Time, 1t will dif-
folve, and muft be taken down; and the
moft that can be faid of our Life at prefent,
15, that it is a Succeflion of Hunger and
Thirt, Pain and Sicknefs, Toil and Weari-
nefs, whilft the Body is continually expofed
to the Inclemency of Air and Seafons; one
while pinched with cutting Cold, and pre-
fently fainting under the Weight of fultry
Hear, ull at length its Strength impairs, its
Beauty fails, and it drops cold and uncome-

¥ 3 ly
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ly into the Grave. But oh! with what
Tranfports of Joy will the Soul of the Be-
liever meet its former Companion in the laft
Day ! when there will be no Part wanring,
nothing fuperfluous ; when he fhall be no
more troubled with the Cravings of Hunger,
or the Difquietude of Thirft ; nor compiain
with Yonab, of the fcorching Heat of the
Sun ; but whilft the Saviour will be fhed-
ding every Kind of Beautry upon him, all
Things that furround him fhall concur ta
compleat and perpetuate his Felicity

2. The Body of a Saint, when called our
of the Grave, will be immortal and in-
corruptible : If ¢ fown in Corruption, but
it is raifed in Incorruption; for the Dead

all be raifed incorruptible, and this Corrup-
tible will put on lncorruption, and this Mor-
tal Immortality *.

A Man can hardly take any tolerable No-
ticc of himfelf, but he muit obferve, that
the Seeds of Decach are found within him;
nor 1s there a Perfon m the World, how di-
ftinguithed foever for Health or Strength,
but will fooner or later add to the Tropiies
of this univerfal Conqueror; we may fay
with Yob, i Corruption, Thou art our Fa-
ther s and to the Worm, Thou art our Si-
fer ' : God will bring each of us to Dearh,

J’ 1 . -
and to the Grave, the Houfe appointed for

b 5 Cor. gv. 4242, 3, } Job xvii. 14.

all
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all living ; the T'ime is haftening on, when
God will change our Countenances, and
fend us away, and the Queftion muft be re-
folved into an univerfal Negative ; What
Man is he who liveth and fhall not fee
Death ? fince it is appointed to all Men
once to die, and after Death the Judgment.
There may be a Difference as to Time and
Circumitances ; one dying in bis full Strength,
being wholly at eafe and quiet: When bis
Breafts are full of Milk, and bis Bones wmoi-
Slened with Marrow. Another dying in the
Bitternefs of bis Soul, never eating with
Pleafure 3 but in this they all agrée, they lie
down alike in the Duft together, and the
Worms fball cover them™ : But in Heaven,
as there will be no more Pain, nor Crying,
fo there thall be no more Death. Death 1is
the laft Enemy; and when he is fwallowed
up of Victory, there will be a fufficient
Foundation for the triumphant Inquiry ; O
Death, where isthy Sting 2 O Grave, where
is thy Victory ¢ Then the Body, as well as
the Soul, will be immortal; not in the
fame Senfe in which God is fo, who only
hath Immortality and eternal Life ; nor ex-
a&ly in the fame Manner as Angels, or even
the Soul its Companion ; for the Body will
ftill remain diftin@ from the Mind, and be
incorruptible, not fo much in it felf, as
though it were indivifible, and abfolutely in-
m Job xxi. 23, 24, 25, 26,

4 capablc
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capable of all Impair or Alteration, but
from the Appointment and Conftitution of
God, who will preferve it by his almighty
Power in a State of Exiftence and Per-
fection,

It is fomething Shocking to us, even in
our utmoft Vigour and Strength, to confider
that one Part of us muft be reduced to
Duft, and lie fcattered in the Bowels of the
Earth, for, perbaps, many Generations ;
nor can any Thing fo eafily cenciliate our
Mind to the Determination of our heavenly
Father, in this Refpect, as the Remem-
brance, that when once the Soul fhall be re-
united to the Body, it will be no more un-
cloathed to the endlefs Ages of Eternity.

3. The Bodies of the Saints will be raifed
pure and holy, guiltlefs and accepted, with-
out inherent Pollution or imputed Guilr.

Many and various are the Opinions of Di-
vines about the Manner of propagating Cor-
ruption, or coatracting Defilement; and,
perbaps, it may be true in the moft firict,
abftrated, or philofophical Senfe, that meer
Martter 15 incapable of finning 5 yet it is cer-
tain, it may be objeétively a Temptation ta
it, and the Gccafion of it, as well as 1t is
frequently the Inftrument, and always the
Affociate of the Soul in the Commiffion of
it. It is obfervable therefore, that the Apo-
file; in the Ciration he brings to confirm what
he had before aflerted, that borh Fews and

Gen-
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Gentiles are all ynder Sin, does not only take
Notice of the Darknefs of the Underftanding,
and the Obftinacy of the Will 5 thac there zs
none that underftandeth, none that fecketh af-
ter God; but adds, their Throat is an open
Sepulchre 5 with their Tongues they bave ufed
Deceit 5 the Poifon of Afps is under their
Lips; their Mouth is fullof Curfing and Bit-
ternefs 5 their Feet are fwift to fhed Blood » -
And elfewhere he {peaks of the Members of
the Body, as yielded in a State of Unrege-
neracy, as Servants fo Uncleannefs and to Ini-
guity °; and even after Converfion he com-
plains, that he faw a Law in his Members
warring again{t the Law of his Mind, and
bringing him into Captivity to the Law of
Sin, which made him groan out that heavy
Complaint, O wretched Man that I am!
Who fball deliver me from the Body of this
Death»? And the Apoftle Fames fingling
out the Tongue among the Members, ob-
ferves, that where the Man is unfan@ified,
1t 15 a Fire, a World of Tniquity, that it de-
Sfileth the awhole Body, and fetteth on Fire the
Courfe of Nature, and is Jet on Fire of Hell;
that #f is an unruly Evil, full of deadly Po:-
Jon % : Nor have we the leaft Reafon to ima-
gine, that the Soul only is Intended, when
the Apoftle concludes all under Guilt. Com-
panions and Affociates are cognizable by the

" Rom.iil. 11,13, 14, 15. ~ © Chap,vi 19, P Chap.
Vil 23, 24, % James ii1, 6, §,

Law
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Law in capital Cafes ; whilft the Bond of
Union remains unbroke between Soul and
Body, the Law confiders them as Parties,
denounces the Curfe againft the whole Per-
fon of him who continues not in all 'Fhings
written in the Book of the Lzw, to do
them ; accordingly the Puniliment of Sin is
not only reprefented by the gnawing of a
guilty Confcience, or the Worm that dieth
not ; but alfo by the grievous Torments of
the Body, in the Lake which burns with
Fire and Brimftone.

There never was but one of the Sons of
Men, fince the firft Adam’s Apoftafy, who
was perfectly holy in his Nature and Con-
verfation, harmlefs, and without Defile-
ment, and {eparate from Sinners ; that holy
Thing which was miraculoufly conceived
and born of the Virgin, was untainted, free
from the Pollution of Sin, as well as for
ever fccured from the Power and Dominion
of it: And whereas the Redeemer, 1o his
amazing Condefcention, tonk the fame Flefh
and Blood in kird, though without the
Poifon of Sin whicn 1s found with his Bre-
thren, and fo the Head and the Members
are of one common Nature ; fo the Time is
coming on when their raifed Bodies {hall
refemble his glorious Bedy in Purity and In-
rocence, as well as in Dignity and Glory.
What is faid of thofe who have a Part in the
firit Refurre@ion, holds good of every par-

tcular
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ticular Believer, both in Body and Soul,
that when he comes to Heaven, he will ap-
pear to be blefled and boly : Nor can it be
otherwife; for without Holinefs no Man fhall
Jee the Lord ; nothing that defiles, or 15 de-
filed, can ever enter into the new Ferufa-
lem.  And as there will be no Object from
without, to move or excite thofe diforderly
Paflions and corrupr Inclinations, which are
almoft interwoven with our Nature in a
State of Imperfetion; fo, were they pre-
fent under all the Difguifes and Alurements
with which they appear to us in this World,
the Believer being perfettly fanéified in
Soul, in Spirit, and in Body, would feel no
more, the lealt Emotion towards them, or
Aftetion for them,

4. The Bodies of the Saints when raifed,
will be fpiritual, active, and vigorous ; not
as we have before obferved, that they will
ceafe to be material, or, that they will be
changed into the fame Subftance with the
Soul ; for the Body will ftill be a true and
proper Body, having all the eflential Parts
and Properties of it, but for ever delivered
from thofe more grofs, heavy, and earthly
QQualities which attend it whilft here: Thus
the Apoitle fays, It is fown a natural Body,
2t 15 raifed a [piritual Body; it is fown in
Wealknefs, it is raifed in Power .

¥ Rev, xx, 6. 1 Cor, xv, 43, 44.

What
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What our Lord in Compaffion faid of his
Difciples, The Spirit is willing, but the
Flefb is weak *, 1s, in a Degree, true of the
mofl ative Servants in his Houthold ; How
do the Diforders of the Body frequently in-
difpofe for the Worthip of God? What In-
terruptions from Wearinefs, Sicknefs, Pain,
or Drowfinefs ! How does the intemperate
Glow of Youth, or the fickly Langour of
declining Years, czll off our Attention from
“heavenly Things? This, no Doubt, was
one Reafon of the Apoftle’s Wifth to be
gone, heighten’d, perhaps, if we give into
the Opinion of many, by the Weaknefs and
Tendernefs of his natural Conftitution. A
few Hours in the Sanctuary, when the Mind
is intenfe, and thoroughly employ’d, will
bring Wearinefs to the Flefh; and if the
Exercife 1s carried on but a litde too far,
what a Lofs of {piritual Appetite, what a
Pall upon our Relith? Burt they who are in
the Temple of the living God above, ferve
him Day and Night with renewed Vigour,
and enlarged Delight ; here the animal Spi-
rits are {ubject to Decay, and are quickly
{pent and exhaufted ; but there, when Mil-
lions of Ages are run our, they will be
equally ready to their Work, and pleafed
with their Entertainment, as the very firft
Voment they entered upon it ; the natural

t Mazt, XIV1 41
Sun
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Sun will, one Day, ceafe to thine ; nor will
the Moon, or the Stars always give their
Light ; but the Saint will never ceafe to
love, worfhip and enjoy.

How far like the Body of Chrift in its
Afcenfion, at the Direétion of the Soul,
they may be capable of moving from one
Place to another, like a Ray of Light, or
the Flight of an Eagle, is not for us to de-
termine ; but this we may depend upon,
that in this, as well as in other Refpeéts, as
far as Beings compounded of Fleth and
Spirit are capable, they will be like the An-
gels of God : Waich leads me, |

Lajtly, To obferve; The Bodies of the
Saints, when raifed, or in raifing, thall be
fathioned like unto Chrift’s glorious Body ®,

This is a Circumftance that could never
have enter’d into the Heart of Man, had
not God been pleafed to reveal it unto us b
his Spirit ; of this the Apoftle {peaks, when
he fays, As we have born the Image of the
Earthly, we (hall alfo bear the Image of the
Heavenly *.  And the Apoftle 7obn does not
only fpeak of the Privilege it felf, but feems
to give us fome little Hint as to the Manner
in which we fhall be Partakers of it, when
he f{ays, Beloved, now are we the Sons of
God 5 but it does not yet appear what we fhall
be: But we know, when be fhall appear we

v Phil, ii, 21, * 1 Cor. xv. 49,

fhall
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Jball be like bims for we fball fee him as be
757 : So that whilft we behold, with Won-
der and Gratitude, what God hath beftowed
on his Children already, that they are now
taken into his Family, adopted to an In-
heritance, made Heirs of himfelf, and Joint-
Heirs with his Son ; it may yet be affirmed,
that it does not appear what they fhall be:
But this we know, that one Day they fhall
be like him, and be {atishied with that
Likenefs ; and, perhaps, the Mercy may
be given or enlarged in a Way of Vifion,
whilft the Saint locks with Amazement on
the incomparable Beauty, and dazzling Lu-
ftre of his exalted Savioeur, he may be chan-
ged into his Likenefs, from Glory to Glory:
We have it from the Lips of the Judge him-
{elf, that in that Day the Righteous fhall
fhine forth as the Sun in the Kingdom of
their Father, as the Sun of Righteoufnefs
will arife and fthine upon them in his full
Strength and unclouded Glory for ever;
1o each of them, like a Star, borrowing his
Splendor from this Fountain of Light, thall
bear fome Refemblance to him, though in
all Things he is to have the Preheminence ;
and it is worth our Notice, that {o rare and
exquifite will the Beauty cf the Saints be in
Heaven, that it is reprefented as the Pro-

duce of a {kilful Aruft, who is to fa/bion our

¥ 1 John iii, 2.
vile
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vile Bodies like to his own glorious Body;
and in this he will imploy the fame Omnipo-
tence as that by which he fubdues all Things
to himfelf,

How grand and magnificent is the De-
fcription which Danzel gives of the Per-
fon whom he {aw in Vifion ; Then 1 11/t up
mine Eyes, {ays he, and looked, and bebold,
a certain Man cloathed in Linen, whofe Loins
were girded with fine Gold of Upbaz ; bis Bedy
dlfo was like the BL’/")‘!, and bis Face as the
Appearance of Lightming, and bis Eyes as
Lampsof Tire, and his Arms and bis Feet like
tn Colsur to polif’d Brafs, and the Voice of bis
Words like the Voice of @ Multitude * ; and in
Language equally majeftic. The Apoitle
Fobn tells us, that iz the Midft of the feven
Candleflicks, he {aw one like unto the Son of
Man, cloathed with a Garment down to the
Foot, and girt about the Paps with a goldwm
Girdle. His Head and bis Hairs were white iike
Weoll, as white as Snow 3 and his Eyes were
as a Flame of Fire; and bis Fect like unto fine
Brafs, as if they burned in a Furnace; and
his Voice as the Sound of many Waters ; and
bis Countenance as the. Sun fbining in tfs
Strength®.  The Vifion had the {ame Effect
on each of thefe Servants of God ; they fell
at Chrift’s Feet as dead, unable to bear up
under the Preflure of his effulgent Glery,

% Dan, x.-5, 6. 2 Rev. i 13,14, 15, 16.

till
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till he laid his Hand wupon them, and
ftrengthen’d them to receive thofe farther
Communications, which he defign’d to make
known to his Church by them : And thus
the three favourite Difciples, who were di-
ftinguifhed with a View of a transfigured Je-
fus; when they faw bis Face, that it fhone as
the Sun, and bis Raiment was white as the
Light, fo white, that no Fuller on Earth
could white it 5 they fell on thetr Faces and
were fore afraid ®.

But the Vifion of the Redeemer’s Face in
Glory, will be attended with perfect Love,
which cafteth out all uneafy Fears, the
Saints will caft their Crowns, indeed, at his
Feet, and worfhip him with the utmoft Re-
verence ; but as the King’s Soz beholds the
Majefty of his Father, in the Day of his
Coronation, with very different Sentiments
from a Rebel or a Traitor ; {o the Church,
the Spoufe of Chrift, when made meet for
heavenly Communion with him, will ftand
for ever ravifhed in his Prefence, looking,
loving, and changing into his Likenefs;
as Mofes brought down fome of the bright
Rays which furrounded him in the Mount
to the Camp of Ifrael, and the People could
not behold him «ill he had putona Vail ¢;
{o we have Reafon to believe, that there
would be no converfing with Enoch or

b Matt, xvil. 1, 2, ¢ Exod, xxxiv, 3§.

Elias,
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Elias, fo glorious are their very Bodies,
were they to come down from Heaven, ar-
ray’d in their bright and thining Robes, and
to tabernacle among us. And let it be re-
member’d, that the Saints are not only to
refemble Chrift in that Purity and fpotlefs
Integrity which was found with him in a
State of Humiliation, or be made meerly
like to that Body of his, which he had on
Earth, and which we muft fuppole to be
exceedingly comely, tll it was marred with
Sufferings ; but the Promife 15, that we
fhall be fathion’d like unto Chrift’s glorious
Body, which is at the Right-hand of God,
and moft highly exalted ; fo that we fee, as
the Head 1s without Blemith, incorruptible,
holy, {piritual and glorious, fo will the
Members be in their Proportion ; and it will
add to the Mercy, that they have it from
him as their Saviour, and in him as their
Parttern,

How foolith then is the Condu& of the
Men of Drefs and Fathion, who fpend more
Time in their Choice of, or adjuiting their
Apparel, than in a Concern to be cloathed
with the Robes of Immortality ; ceale thy
Pains, miftaken Man, about that which 1s
tranfitory and perithing, and be earnelt wich
God, that thou mayt not be found un-
cloathed in the Day of his Son’s appearing.

And if there are any fo provokingly wic-
ked, as to afiront the Maker, by mocking

G his
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his Workmanthip, making the outward
Blemithes, or natural Deformities of their
Fellow-creatures, or Fellow-profeffors, the
Subje& of their Ridicule, whilft they have
Reafon to tremble, to think how they fhall
anfwer it another Day ; let the Saint, who
is the Subje& of their profane Banter, reft
fatsfied, fince he has fuch a Body, at pre-
fent, as his heavenly Father judges beft for
him ; and how much foever it may be at-
tended with, or fown in Difhonour, it fhall
be raifed compleat in Glory.

And are the Bodies of the Saints laid down
at the Command, and fecured by the Care
of Chrift in the Grave ! What a comforting
Confideration is this to the pious Mourner!
efpecially when he has Reafon to forrow as
one who has Hope ; perhaps a longer Con-
tinuance of a near Relation, or a dear Friend,
might be very defirable, and whillt we
ought to be affeGted with the Hand of God,
and our own Lofs, in their Removal, let
us however leave immoderate Grief to thofe
who have no Hope of meeting again; we
are following them as faft as the Wings of
Time can carry us; and the Promife runs,
Bebold, I come quickly; and fhould not the
Believer, who has his Converfation in Hea-
ven, join the Church infaying, Amen, even

Jo come Lord Fefus.
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