SERMON IL

Saints compleat in Grory.

Skt Il S Erdr S S o Srde

LI

1 Cor. xiiL 10.

But when that which is perfed is come,

then that which is in pare fhall be

done amay.

guithing between mortal and
d venial Sin, that the one, to ufe
SWZ their own Words, #s remitted
E3R by bearty Contrition and Pe-
nance the other by all the Sq-
craments, devout Prayer, and the like; af-
ferts, That fuch as die in mortal Sin, go
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smmediately to Hell, and are punifbed there,
with everlafting Deftruction; but fich as
die in venial, or not baving fully fatisfied for
the Punifbment due to their mortal Sins, go to
Purgatory, till they have made full Satis-
Sfaction for them, and then to Heaven®: This
they fuppofe to be a middle Place, between
Heaven and Hell ; which, from the Imagina-
tion of the Soul’s being farther cleanfed and
purified in ir, they call by the Name of
Purgatory, in which they judge the greateft
Part by far of the Saints are placed, and
there continue, under fome Degrees of Mi-
fery and Punithment, till releafed by the
Prayers of the Church, or the Devotions of
{urviving Friends.

Others have {uppofed, and particularly
fome of the ancient Fathers, together with
the Fews, and fome modern Writers, that
the Souls of good Men, at Death, enter in-
to Paradife, not to {uffer, but to enjoy fome
Degree of Happinefs, though not equal to
that which they fhall be poflefled of when
re-upited to their Bodies; they fhall, in the
Day of Judgment, be received into the
higheft Heavens.

Others, efpecially the Socinian Writers,
reprefent the Soul, upon its quitting the
‘T'abernacle of the Body, as flegping, or in a
Erate of Inadtivity, without Confcioufnefs,

# See the Abfirat of the Doway Catechifim, Page 5 1.
and
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and infenfible of Happinefs or Mifery. They
allow, indeed, its Exiftence, and confent to
the Doctrine of future Rewards and Punith-
ments, only referring them to the Decifion
of the great Day. In Oppofition to each of
thefe Sentiments, it’s the united Opinion of
Proteftants, and the reformed Churches,
that there is one Place of Blifs and Glory,
where the Spirits of juft Men, being made
perfed, dwell together completely happy,
waiting, without Pain, for the full Re-
demption of the Body ; and that there is one
Place of Mifery, called Hell, or the Lake
which burneth with Fire and Brimftope,
where the fullen Angels are referved in
Chains under Darknefs, to the coming of
the great Day, and in which the Souls of
the Wicked and Ungodly are tormented
with that Worm which dies not, till the
Judgment Day, when their Mifery will be
increafed by the Union of Soul and Body,
which will be she dreadful Objeés of God’s
Wrath and Indignation for ever.

As to the former of thefe, 1 mean the Do-
Grine of Purgatory, it is,

1. An unfcriptural Notion, withour the
leaft Foundation in, or Warrant from the
Word of God.

Some, indeed, of their Writers have men-
tioned a Paifage or two in the Old Tefia-
ment, as looking this Way; but the modern
Difputantslay the whole Strefs of the Ar-

gument



42  Saints compleat in Glory,

gument on two or three Places in the New
Teftament ; the one is that of our Lord,
Matt. xil. 32. where fpeaking of the Remil-
- fion of Sins, he fays, There is one which wil!
not be forgiven in this World, nor in the
World to come: Whence they conclude
fome Sins are forgiven in the next World,
and that this implies a Purgatory ; for there
only is Remiffion of Sins, and not in Hell or
Heaven ®. Another Paffage they mention is,
1 Cor. iii. 15. where they fuppofe the Apo-
ftle {peaks of fome under the Guilt of Sin,
who fball be faved, yet fo as by Fire; and
the other, which they think fully proves it,
is that of Peter, firlt Epiftle, Cb.iii. 18, 10.
where fpcaking of our Lord, he fays, He
was quickenw'd by the Spirit, by which alfo be
went and preached to the Spirits in Prifon.
As to the former of thefe Scriptures, it is
certain, that our Lord is f{peaking of the
Sin againft the Holy Ghoft, as abfolutely
and eternally unpardonable ; and the He-
brew Phrafe, of not being forgiven in this
World, nor in that which is to come ¢, only
more ftrongly and vehementy afferts, thac
1t {hall be punifhed, not only as it was in
the Deftruction of the Fews, their City and

* Gee the avove-mentioned Catechifin, 1bid.

€ Notum eft ex Hebreis uGatiffimd uedee, hujufinedt
Negariones in contraria maxime afficmare: Itaque mon remit-
zetwr 1aem fuerir, atque certo & abfune vlla Venia paaictur
tum in preivad Viea o in futuras Vide Bezeian loc.

2 Tem-
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Temple, in this World, but in their endu.
ring alfo the Wrath of God for ever in the
World to come; nor is there in this Text
the leaft Countenance given to the Suppofi-
tion of a middle Place, where Sin, at all,
and much lefs this againft the Holy Ghoft,
{hall be forgiven ; and whatever wild Ima-
ginations fome of the weaker IFathers may
have run into, it is certain thofe who were
of founder Judgments among them, agree
with us in this Interpretation of i, ‘Thus
Fulgentius®, treating profefledly of the For-
givbnefs of Sin, fays, That ¢ our Lord and
Saviour, by this Phrafe, does not intend,
that any Sins which were not pardoned in
this World, will be forgiven in the next;
but thews, to Men of Underftanding, that
thofe Sins, and no other, will be forgiven”
or rather, as he might have faid, appcar to
be forgiven « in the next World, which
were forgiven in the only and true Catho-
lick Church in this World ”.

We readily allow, that about the Time of
our Lord’s Incarnation, and {fomewhat be-
fore, it was the Opinion of many of the
Fews, that every one of the Children of

4 Hoc Verbe, Dominus & Salvator nofter non aliqua Pec-
cata in futuro feculo dimirtenda, qux in hoc feculo dimifla non
fuering, fed bene incclligentibus oftendit, non alia, fed illa
tantum in futuro feculo dimittenda, quz in hoc {cculo, in una
& vera Ecclefia Catholica fuerint unicuique dimilfa,  Fwigent.
m Lib. de peecat, remif, L. c. 24.

Abra-
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Abrabam, after the Flefh, who continued in
the Profeffion of Judaifm, would, {ooner or
Jater, be faved ; and when the greater Evils,
or more abominable Pratices of fome of
them were objected to this Opinion, the
Account they gave of it was, that all Sins
committed againft the preceptive Part of
the Law, were pafled by upon a mere Re-
pentance; all fuch as were committed
againft the Prohibitions of ir, were forgi-
ven, either in the great Day of Expiation,
or by the Affli¢tions of this Life, efpecially
if they ended in Death, or however, after
Death, either more immediately, or after
fome length of Time*®. Agrecable to which
Notion fome have thought our Lord to
{peak in this Place; not in the leaft patro-
nizing the Opinion, which has no Foun-
dation either in Reafon or Revelation, but
that he might be more eafily underftood, and
more fully declare the divine Refentment
againft this Sort of Blafphemy. However,
let the determinate Meaning of the Place
be what it will, there is not the leaft Inti-
mation given of Forgivenefs obtain’d, either
by the enduring of Punifhment, or by the
- good Works and Prayer of the Devout in
this World.

As to the fecond Scripture quoted by
them, it is evident, to every unprejudiced

© Vid. Hieraf, Sanhed. Fol. 317, 38,

Rea-



Saints compleat Glory. 43

Reader, that the Apoftle is fpeaking of fome
Teachers, or Minifters of the Gofpel, who,
with the reft of the Saints, holding the
Flead, and adhering to Chrift the great
Foundation, might however be In Danger
through Ignorance, or from the Temptation
of Profit or Reputation, to build Wood,
Hay and Sctubble, or Doctrines foreign to,
and, in fome Meafure, inconfiftent with the
Foundation ; whofe Works being contrary
to the Will of Ged, fhould be burnt up,
deftroy’d, or come to nothing; though
their Perfons efcaped with apparent Danger,
much Hazard and Difficulty: In which,
perhaps, he alludes to the Prophets Phrafe,
of a Brand plucked, or faved, out of the
Burning f. As the whole Defcription is Fi-
gurative or Metaphorical, and he fpeaks of
himfelf as the Mafter-Builder, as laying the
Foundation, and mentions Gold, Silver, and
precious Stone, Wood, Hay, and Stubble ;
which can have no literal Meaning: So
the Fire, by which every Man’s Works fhall
be tried and made manifeft, muft certainly
be underftood as defcriptive either of thofe
various Ways which Providence takes to
convince Men of their Errors in this World,
or that full Revelation which will be made
of Truth in the great Day, when every
Man will know how far his Sentiments or

f Zech. il 2.

Do-
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Do@rines were agreeable or contrary to it:
And that this cannot be the imaginary mate-
rial Fire of Purgatory, is evident; becaufe
it will try the Works of all, whether good
or evil ; whereas the Papifts confine its pu-
rifying Power to venial Sins.

As to the other Place mentioned by them
in Peter, it is evident, that the Spirits, faid
to be in Prifon, were the Spirits of thofe
who, formerly, were difobedient, and who
abufed the Long-fuffering of God in the
Days of Noab ; to thefe Chrift once applied,
by his Spirit, in the Miniftry of that Preacher
of Righteoufnefs; and when they had grie-
ved and affronted his Spirit, he determined
he fhould no longer externally ftrive with
them, and, in his Vengeance, {wept them
away by the Flood; Nvab and his Family
being miraculoufly delivered. And though
many have formed a Notion of a Limbus
Patrum, or a Place of Confinement, for
the Old Teftament Saints, as there is not the
leaft Colour for it in other Parts of Scrip-
ture, fo the Term Prifon, feems to confine
the Senfe of this Text to the before-menti-
on’d Difobedient; and whereas the Papiils
themfelves are at a Lofs to determine the
Succefs of Chrift’s preaching to thefe Spirits
in Prifon, or how far it prevailed to cheir
Deliverance ; we may fafely conclude, that
as this World, and the Time of Life is the

only State of Probation, f{o as the Tree falls
it
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ic lies ; nor can the Devotions of {urvivin
Relatives, or the Prayers of the Church,
bring a wicked Diwves out of Mifery, or pro-
cure him the leaft Drop of Water to cool
his Tongue, any more than the Malice of
Hell and Earth bring a holy Lazarus out of
Abrabam’s Bofom. We never read but of
two Places for departed Spirits; and our
Lord tells us, that there isa great Gulf fix-
ed between them ; nor is there any pafling
from the one to the other s,

And whereas the whole Foundation of
this fuppofed Purgatory lies in the Diftin-
&ion of mortal and venial Sins, it will be
neceffary to obferve, Sins may be diftin-
guithed from each other, as more or lefs
heinous in their Nature, and aggravating in
their Guilt; yet all Sin confider’d objective-
ly is infinitely evil 5 and the Apoftle fays ex-
prefly, that the Wages of Sin is Death ; where
he is not fpeaking of this or the other Ini-
quity, but of Sin abftractedly, asitisa Vio-
lation of the righteous Law of God, and an
Injury to his manifeftative Glory ; and the
Curfe is equally directed agamnft all, who
continue not in all Things which are written
in the Book of th-Law to do them®. And the
Apoftle Fames declares, he that offends but
- #n one Point is guilty of all'; and the In-
ftance he mentions, is that of an unbecoms-

£ Luke xvi, 28, b Galiitvro, ! James i 1o,

ing‘\_
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ing Refpeé to Perfons. And our Lord de-
clares, that ¢f every idle Word, which the
Papifts rank among the moft venial Sins,
_Mm Jhall give an Account in the Day of
Fudgment ; and adds as a Reafon, for by thy
Words thou Sbalt be jujtified, and éy thy Words
thou fhalt be condemned™. Nor is it difpu-
ted by Be/larmine himfelf, that many of the
learned of their own Church are difpleafed
with, and deny the Diftin&tion. But the
Abfurdity of this Opinion will farther ap-
pear,

2. As it is a manifeft RefleGtion on the
Love, Merit, Power and Faithfulnefs of
our Lord Jefus Chrift.

The ftrongeft Inftance of the Redeemer’s
Affe&ion for his People, that we can pofii-
bly conceive of, is contained in that graci-
ous Declaration, as the Father bath loved e,
o bave I loved you* 5 that is, with an infinite
and unchangeable Love. Now if the Father
would not leave the Soul of his Son in a fe-
parate State, nor fuffer his Body to fee Cor-
ruption, can we think it confiftent with the
Redeemer’s affectionate Regards to his Peo-
ple, that after all the Toil and Labour, the
Trials and Affli¢tions, the Sorrows and
Temptations they have met with in this
World, he thould fuffer them to be confined
in a Place of Darknefs and Mifery. If this

® Matn ki 38, 37 } John xv. 9

were
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were the Cafe, it muft furely arife from
fome Defe@ in their Title to the Inheri-
tance prepared for them, and would be a
ftanding Reproach on the Merit of Chrift’s
Blood, and the Value of his Satisfaction,
which is the Ground and Foundation of it ;
but we are aflured they have Redemption
through his Blood, the Forgivenefs of their
Sins, according to the Riches of his Grace;
that they are juftified from all Things, from
which they could not be juftified by the
Law of Mofés; that there is now no Con-
demnation to them, nor can any lay any
Thing to their Charge; fince he has died,
is rifen again, and ever lives to make Inter-
ceffion for them; he bore their Sins in his
own Body on the Tree; died the fuft for
the Unpjuft, that he might bring them to
God, that is, to the Vifion and Injoyment
of him, having purged away their Sins by
the Sacrifice of himfelf; he hath by one
Offering for ever perfeted them who are
fan&tified ; infomuch that God declares, he
has blotted out their Tranfgreffions, and their
Sins and Iniquities will he remember no more.
Now if the Blood of Chrift cleanfeth from
all Sin, and they are wafhed from their Sins
i the Blood of the Lamb, What Objection
fhould remain againft their immediate Ad-
mitlion into his glorious Prefence ? If it is
faid, they are not thoroughly cleanfed from
all Unrighteoufnefs, it muft be becaufe he

E either
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either would not, or could not make them
¢lean ; the former is highly injurious to his
Love, the latter is little lefs than Blafphemy
to his Power ; he who made the World by
his almighty Will, and upholds it by the
Word of his Power, can, with eafe create
in us a clean Heart, and renew a right Spirit
within us; he is ftronger than the ftrong
Man armed, and is as thoroughly furnifhed
to be the Author, as he is to be the Finifher
of our Faith.

Farther, it is equally inconfiftent with
bis Truth and Faithfulnefs: It is the Glory
of Chrift that he is a faithful Wiwmefs, and
he has exprefly told his Difciples, In my Fa-
ther's Houfe are many Manfions ; if it were
not fo, I would bave told you: I go to pre-
pare a Place for you, And if I go and pre-
pare a Place for you, I will come again and
receive you unto my felf, that where I am,
there ye may be alfo™. Now if the Report
be either falfe or partial, it muft be charged
upon him as a Violation of that Inregrity
which is effential to him as the God of
Truth, and will be always found with him
as the great Prophet of the Church; nor
c¢an we coenclude, that he who was fent to
reveal the Will of the Father to us, and
by whofe Goipel Life and Immortality are
brought more clearly to light, would have

™ Joha xiv. 2, 3.
been
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been filent on this Head, had there been the
leaft Foundation for it.

So that the Dorine of Purgatory is not
more unfcriptural than inconfiftent with the
Love of the Redeemer’s Heart, the Merit of
his Sacrifice, the Power of his Arm, and his
Faichfulnefs to his Promifes.

3. It is a moft mercenary, felfith, and car-
nal Notion, vifibly calculated 1o impofe on
the Weak and Credulous, and inrich the
Priefthood ; for befides their exempting all
who have enter’d into a Vow of Chaftity
and canonical Obedience, that is, the Priefts,
they leave out of this deplorable Cafe all
who have enter’d into a Vow of Poverty,
that is, fuch as have parted with their All to
the Church, and by whom nothing farther
is to be gained: Nor can it eafily be con-
ceived, how Men of tollerable Senfe and
Learning, thould give into, and ftrenuoufly
maintain {o ridiculous an Opinion; but from
the daily Experience of the great Advantage
arifing from it to themfelves, who rtake
Care to be well paid for every Mafs and
Prayer for the Dead. Our Lord has told us,
that he hath the Keys of Hell and of Death;
he opens, and no Man fhutteth; but in this,
as in other Refpeéts, they have criminally
attempted to wreft the Power our of his
Hands, and divide it among themfelves.

As to the Doérine of Paradife, as diftint
from Heaven, though countenanced by Phile

E 2 the
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the Few, Ireneus, Tertullian, and others
among the Anc1ems and borrowed from
them by Dr. Whitby, of late, I can fee no
other Foundation for it, than the Miftake
of the Word Paradife, as it is ufed in the
New Teftament; a Term manifeftly ufed
by the Fews to fignify the Injoyment of God
in a State of Happinefs; 1t is however to
be obferved, that the Account they give us
of it, is vaﬁly different from the Romifb
Purgatory, as they defcribe it to be a Place
of Purity and Blifs, though not equal in
Degree to what the Saints fhall enjoy when
they come to Heaven. As to the Phrafe of
being reccived into Abrabam’s Bofom, it is
evidently taken from the Cuftom of the
Eaftern Countries, and the Manner of their
fitting together at Entertainments, and in-
tends no tnore than fitting down with Abra-
bam, Ifaac and Facob in the Kingdom of
God. And when the Thief upon the Crofs
pray’d, Lord, remember me when thou comeft
into thy Kingdom, and had the Promife from
a dying Saviour, this Day fbalt thou be with
me in Paradife® ; we cannot juftly fuppofe,
that he meant any other than the Kingdom
of Heaven, and that our Lord’s Reply affo-
red to him an immediate Admiflion into it
When the Apoitle fays, that he was caught

np into Paradife, (md beard unjpeakable

B Luke xxil. 42, 43.

Words,
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Words, he explains it himfelf by berng caughs
up to the third Heavens ° ; beyond which we
are never told of any other Place, where
God manifefts his Glory, and where his
People are to dwell. So that we dare not
be wife above what is written, but conclude
with the Apoftle, that when the Soul is ab-
fent from the Body, it is prefent with the
Lord.

Nor can we find any Reafon from the
Word of God, to think as many have done,
that the Soul of the Believer, when feparate
from the Body, remains fenfeclefs, afleep, or
unconfcious, without Imployment or Enter-
tainment: For, as it is highly probable that
fome Degree of Thought or Refletion, isan
eflential Property of the rational and immor-
tal Part; fo the Account we have of the In-
habitants of Heaven, is, that they are be-
fore the Throne of God, ferving bim Day and
Night in bis Temple. 'They fall down before
bim that fat on the Throne, and worfbip him,
who liveth for ever and ever, cafiing their
Crowns before his Tbrone, faying, Thou art
worthy, O Lord, to receive Glory, Honour
and Power ®, It is readily granted, that the
Bodies of the Saints are, as it were, afleep,
or refting in the Graves; they fleep in the
Duft ; and thus Man lieth down and rifeth
not, till the Heavens be no more. And

¢ 1 Cor. xls 25 3. P Rev.iv. 10,11, Chap. vii. 14.

E 3 thus
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thus when our Lord fays, Lazarus fleepeth,
he explains it by faying, Lazarus is dead *;
and this, very confiftently with their entering
into Peace, and walking in their Upright-
nefs, according to the Prophet’s Defcrip-
tion of the Death of the Righteous, his Bo-
dy refts as in a Bed, his Soul enters into
Peace ; which fuppofes a Capacity for the
actual Pofleflion of it: Whether the Apo-
ftle, when caught up into the third Hea-
vens, was in or out of the Body, it’s equally
to our Purpofe ; for he beard unfpeakable
Words; fo that whether he was in a Tranfe,
or feparated for a fhort Time, from the
Body, it’s certain his Soul was confcious and
a@tively employ’d. And when our Lord
fays to the Thief, asbefore mention’d, This
Day fbalt thou be with me in Paradife, he
could by no Means be underftood by him,
as referring to the Day of the Refurretion
but that, within the Space of that Day, he

fhould be admitted to the Work of Heaven,
and behold the Glories of the invifible State.
And we muft think the Apoftle, when he
{ays, I am in g Strait betwixt two, baving
a Defire to depart, and to be with Chrift
abich is far better * 5 to be either criminally
weary of his Work, and impatient of Suffer-
ing, or to affign a moft weak and foolith
Reafon for this his Solicitude : Can it ever

9 John xi, 11,14, ¥ Phil 1. 23.

be
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be thought, 2 Man who had fo much Zeal
for God, fo much Love to the Redeemer,
and Delight in being ferviceable in his
Hand to the Souls of Men, could fpeak of
being in a Strait, or under the leaft Difficul-
ty to determine which was moft eligible to
be preaching the Gofpel, difplaying the
Glories of his Lord, promoting his Caufe
and Intereft in the World ; or in a State of
abfolute Infenfibility, where he thould neis
ther do, nor enjoy any Thing, But he takes
it for granted, when he quitted the Taber-
nacle of the Body, he fhould be with
Chrift ; which he declares to be far better:
What! better to be afleep, without Thoughr,
in a State next to that of Annihilacion, than
to enjoy the Delights of Communion and
Fellowfhip with Chrift, in his fecret Retire-
ments and publick Miniftrations! How un-
worthy would it be of him, for whom ta
live was Chrift 2 Nor does he merely fup-
pofe for himfelf, as a peculiar Favourite of
Heaven, that he might efcape this horrid
State of Neutrality and Indifference, and be
admitted to the Prefence of his Saviour; but
{peaks of it with an Air of Refolution and
Certainty, as the common Affurance of God’s
People, We know that when the earthly
Houfe of this Tabernacle is diffolved, we have
@ Building of God, an Houfe not made with
Hands, eternal in the Heavens: What, a
Building to lic empty ! an Houfe uninhabi-

E 4 ted
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ted till che laft Day, Manfions in our Fa-
ther’s Houfe unoccupied ! Surely, had this
been the Cafe, he had little Reafon to add,
We are confident, and willing rather to be
abfent from the Body, and to be prefent with
¢be Lord . 'To fay that we are prefent with
him only as the inanimate Parts of the Crea-
tion are under his Eye, and upheld by his
Power, not to fay that this feems moft con-
trary to the very Notion of Spirits, but muft
be conceived, if there is any Foundation for
it, to be infli¢ted as a Degree of Punith-
ment : Now Juftice it {elf has no Demand;
nor can the Holinefs of God find the leatt
Fault with the Soul of a Believer compleatly
juitified, and perfectly fan&ified; nor can
there be any Meaning in the Parable of
Dives and Lazarus, if we are not to think
of the one as in a State of pofitive Happi-
nefs, as well as of the other in the Experi-
ence of Mifery; and the very Requeft of the
rich Man, that Lazarus might be fent to ad-
minifter fome Reljef, 1s intirely inconfiftent
with the Notion of Soul fleeping. Befides,
our Lord reprefents their Condition as un-
alterably fixed ; nor doges he give the leaft
Intimation of any farther State of Service or
goy referved for Lazarus, now fuppofed 1o
e fleeping, and infenfible,

f é Corp v, !'-—"-—'85
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We know that fome Paflages of Scripture
{peak of the Reward of the Saints, as refer-
ved for them to the Day of Judgment; and
the Apoftle particularly mentions his Crown
of Righteoufnefs, which the Lord the righteous
Fudge fbould give him in that Day*: But
this relates to the Completion, and not to
the Incrodu&ion of their Felicity; every
one who obtains the Viftory, and overcomes
by the Blood of the Lamb, has his Crown
and his Palm given him upon his firft En-
trance into the new Ferufalem; but there
may be fome Referves of Glory, fome addi-
tional Beauties fhed on him when he comes
in the laft Day toreceive his Body, and make
up a Part of the fhining Retinue of his ex-
alted Saviour and Judge.

1If it be farther inquired, When the Soul is
made thus perfect, fince the Blefling is not
to be found on Earth, and without it there
is no Admiflion to Heaven? We anf{wer,
The fame Stroke that breaks the Union be-
tween Soul and Body, removes at once all
Defilement from the immortal Part, and the
Work of San&ification is then finithed in
Righreoufnefs. It will not be difputed, but
this is eafy with Omnipotence, and, from
what Judgment we can form of departing
Saints, as the greateft Part of them, by far,
have made fome Complaint of themfelves to

' 2 Tim.iv. 8.

the
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the very laft ; and others have been under
the violent Affaults of Satan, who has raged
the more, becaufe he faw his Time was
fhort; we can hardly think that they were
wholly free from Imperfetion whilft here:
And the Scripture having pofitively affured
us, that nothing that defiles fhall ever enter
into Heaven, it is moft reafonable to con-
clude, that the Moment they are difcharged
from their Warfare, and when they come to
the End of their Race, they are at once ful-
ly prepared for the Joys of an everlafting
Triumph.

And as Angels are reprefented as {o many
miniftring Spirits, fent forth to attend the
Heirs of Salvation, and our Lord {peaks of
the Soul of Lazarus as convey'd by them
into Abrabam’s Bofom; it has generally
been afligned to them as their Province, to
receive the Spirit when diflodged, and car-
rying it through the Territories of the Prince
of the Power of the Air, to introduce it into
the Prefence of the King of Glory, and dif-
pofe of it among the Spirits of juft Men
made perfect, who are before the Throne of
God, and of the Lamb, for ever and ever.

And from this Specimen we have now
had of the Doé&rine of Rome, we may form
fome Judgment of the Errors of that Church,
and the Mercy of a Deliverance from their
Tyranny, Superftition, and Idolatry: Time
was when Englend paid Thoufands yearly

to
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to that See for Indulgencies, Abfolutions
and Prayers for the Dead. And as ftupid
and ridiculous as the Do@rine of Purgatory
may appear to us now, it was once the re-
ceived Opinion of our Fore-fathers: And if
God for our Iniquities, and Abufe of Privi-
leges, fhould yet again give us up to Blind-
nefs of Eyes and Hardnefs of Heart, our
Confciences and Purfes may lie at the Mer-
cy of thofe blind Guides, whofe Religion is
Pagentry, and whofe Aim is Spoil. I can-
not help here obferving, that the Door at
which Popery feems to be likely to enter
among us, is not only the Profanenefs and
Impiety of the Multitude, buc efpecially
the Contempt with which all experimental
Godlinefs is treated by profefled Deifts,
who are bantering and ridiculing every
‘Thing that is facred, and exalting the Pow-
ers of human Nature, in dire& Oppofition
to Scriptuse and Experience. And it is tobe
lamented, how far fome who profefs to be
Preachers of the Gofpel, as to the Doétrine
of Merit, run into the Camp of the Adver-
fary, whilft it may eafily be fhown, that
the beft Antidote againft the fpreading Poi-
fon of Popith Errors, is a fpiritual Know-
ledge of the Nature, Neceffity, Reality and
Perfe@ion of Chrift’s Satisfaction ; nor can [
fee any Man fo likely to give into the Sacri-
fice of the Mafs, as he who believes himfelf,
and teaches others, that the Sacrifice of our

Lord
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Lord Jefus Chrift was merely figurative and
metaphorical.

And how comfortable is the Refle@ion to
a Believer, that when abfent from the Body,
a Body that he is fometimes loth to leave,
he fhall be immediately prefent with the
Lord! This, though upon other Accounts,
he might wifh to ftay, when in a right
Frame, will make him fay with the Apo-
ftle, I am rather willing to depart, and tobe
with Chrift ; which 1s far better than the
beft Situation in this World ; here the Soul
is at beft incumber’d with the Body, wiich,
as a dead Weighrt, keeps 1t down, and hin-
ders it in its Defire after, Centemplation of,
and Communion with God, and as a Snare
and Burden often makes a Saint ciy our, O
wretched Man that I am ! But when un-
cloathed, it fhall afcend as a bright Flame
of Zeal and Affe@ion, to the Father of Spi-
rits, 1ts Original and Portion ; no more any
uneafy Senfations attending it from the acute
Pain of bodily Diftempers, no more Dif{or-
ders from fainting Spirits, or languifhing
Nature, but for ever ftrong and vigorous in
the Exercife of every heavenly Grace; irs
Attention fhall no more be called off by the
Returns of Hunger and Thirft, by the Cares
of Life, or a Concern to maintain the tot-
tering Tabernacle ; who would not wifh to

die for {fuch an Immortality ?

Angd
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And how dreadful is the Cafe of the Wic-
ked, when the fhort Span of Life is mea-
fured, and their few remaining Sands run
aut, the Summons will come, Give an Ac-
count of thy Stewardfhip this Night, this
Day, this Hour, or this Moment, thy Soul is
required at thy Hands; no more any State
of Trial, nor ary poflible Releafe from the
Chains of everlafting Darkpefs ; no Proyers
of Friends are either required, or can reach
their Cafe, no Drop of Water to cool their
Tongue, or the leaft Abatement, or Cefla-
tion of Mifery ; but dying Chriftlefs, they
drop into Hell, that Lake which burns with
Fire and Brimftone.
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