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TO THE

Church of Chrift,

Affembling in

GOODMAN’s-FIELDS.

Much efteemed Friends, and dearly beloved
tn the Lord :

*i EN Years are almof now
-- 1 run out, fince you firft call’d
;’ "? me to labour in the Word
eSS and Dottrine among you :
An Imployment, I truft, as delightful
to me, as, through the abundant Good-
nefs of God, it has been made, 3

A2 fome




1V The Dedication.

fome Meafure, ferviceable and accept-
able to you.

I have fometimes been thrown into
a Degree of Confufion, to think 1
fhould be prevailed with, fo young
and unexperienced, to accept the pa-
ftoral Charge; a Charge fo weighty
and important. Under God, 1 am
much indebted to you hitherto in the
Difcharge of it ; who have been rea-
dy, upon every Occafion, to aflift me
with your Prayers and Advice, and,
with the utmoft Gratitude, to your
Honour 1 mention it, you have al.
ways treated me with the greateft
Tendernefs, Affection, and Gene-
rofity.

When 1 think of you as my Care,
how awful the RefleGion! Who

Ji



| The Dedication. v
fufficient for thefe Things 2 God 1s my
Witnefs, that my Heart’s Defire and
Prayer to him 1is, to obtain Mercy,
to be faithful in every Part of my
Work, watching over you with all
becoming Care and Concern, as one
who is to give an Account. And as
the minifterial Furniture 1s the Gift
of God, and all Succefs dupends on
his' Blefhng, I promift my {clf you
will not be wanting, 1 feciet, in
the Family, as well as in the Church,
to fend up your Cries to Heaven,
that he who gives Bread to the Bater,
and Seed to the Sower, would con-
tinually dire&t to f{uch Portions of
Scripture as may fuit your Cafe, and,
under a divine Agency, be made as
ufeful as feafonable.

| God
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God has faid, many great and glo-
rious Things concerning his Sion:
The Church is his Temple, where
the fpiritual Sacrifices of Praife and
Thankfgiving are offer’d up unto
him 1n the Mediator’s Name : He will
dwell in the Midft of her, as her Glo-
vy and Defence ; nor fball the Qates of
Hell prevail againft ber, And as this
1s true of Swom in general, fo the leaft
Hill in that Mountain of God, 15 un-
der his Carc and Patronage ; to eve-
ry one of thefe, the Promife runs, as
well as to his miniftring Servants,
Lo, I am with you always, even to the
End of the World* ; and every Thing
is included in that Engagement; for
his Prefence 1s the Glory of worfhip-

& Matt, XXViit. 20,

ping
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ping Affemblies, and the great Secu-
rity of religious Societies.

Purity of Dottrine, Impartiality 1n
Difcipline, Holinefs of Life, and
Unity of Affetion, were the diftin-
guifhing Ornaments of the primitive
Churches : Nor fhould it be {lightly
pafled over by you when calling to
Mind what God has done for you;
that the dreadful Errors of Deifm,
Ariantfm, Socimanifm, Sabellsanifm, and
Pelagzansfm, have not hitherto appear- -
ed among you, to your Trouble or
Defilement. I need not tell you, that
it is a Day of Apoftacy, in which
many lay in wait to deceive: Some
are ftriking at the very Foundation of
all Religion ; others denying and ri-
diculing Revelation, as unneceffary or
contradiltory ; and great Numbers

difpu-
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difputing the Deity, defpifing the
Rightcoufnefs, and blafpheming the
Perfon of our Redeemer: Some are
making a Jeft of the Work of Rege-
neration, and the Efficacy of the Spi-
rit of God in 1t ; though without
the Knowledge of the one, and the
Experience of the other, they cannot
{fee the Kingdom of God : And not a
few are looking on with a criminal
Indifference, at the Spread of the
Contagion. Permit me, therefore, in
Faithtulpefs, folemnly to warn you
to beware of thofe who would infi-
nuate dofirinal Error 1s a harmle(s
Thing; that Men may fafely com-
mune together, though they ditfer
about the Objet of Worthip, the
Foundation of their Hope, and the
Grace which is neceflary to make
them meet for Heaven: The God
| you
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you ferve is jealous of his Glory ; he
has put his Word into your Hands,
let that be your Rule; be ferious in
your Inquiries after, and earneftly
contend for the Faith once delivered
to the Saints ; hold faft the faithful
Word : If others will not endure
found Doétrine, remember it is a
Truft committed to you, which you
are to tranf{mit pure and uncorrupted
to the rifing Generation. 1 blefs God,
and it is the Joy of my Soul, that
you are not afhamed of the Gofpel
of Chrift ; hold that faft which you
have ; let no Man take your Crown.

Your fteady Adherence to the Rules
laid down in the Gofpel, in receiving
Members, in admonifhing the Difor-
derly, and reje&ting the Profane, will
be as much your Security as Honour.

a Faith-
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Faithfulnefs and Prudence thould diret
your Inquiries, regulate your Exami-
nations, and determine your Sentence.
- Some Cafes be-fpeak  Compaffion,
whilft others demand Severity ; nor
are you to know the deareft Friend
or neareft Relative, where Cenfure 1s
juitly deferv’d, left Religion fuffer, and
the Ways of God be evil {poken of.

In Matters of an indifterent Na-
ture, Forbearance, and a Readine(s to
yield to each other, will tend to pre-
ferve that Peace and Harmony which,
for fo many Years, has been your
Mercy. Watch againft angry Dif-
putes and warm Debates, as what
tend to Strife, Confufion, and every
evil Work. And above all, remem-
ber the Eyes of God and Man are
upon vou, as to your Walk and Con-

verfation .
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verfation, your Profeffion fuppofes you
are gracious ; and where Grace is,
there will be the vifible Fruits of it
the World expetts more from you
than from others ; and your Attach-
ment to the moft evangelical Princi-
ples, will be no Proof to them of
your Piety, where there is an unbe-
coming Deportment. Remember, the
moft provoking Wounds which Chrift
receives, are in the Houfe of his
Friends. And (hall I repeat the Ad-
vice fo often given you in publick, be
as much with God in fecret as pof-
fible, and as inabled by his Spirit, be
carneft with him, that you may ob-
tain Grace to be exemplary in Life,
adorning the Doérines of God your
Saviour in all Things, and that you
may be ripening for Heaven, and, in
due T'ime, be tranfplanted from the

Church
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Church Militant to that which is
Triumphant,

I have only %o add ; the following
Sermons being printed at your united
Requeft, 1 have purpofely difpofed
them into that Order, and contraéted
them within that Compafs which may
be moft fuitable to Family Worthip :
That they may be of farther Ufe and
- Service to you in the more private
Perufal of them, as, I truft, they
were of fome Ufe in their publick De-
livery, and attended with a Blefling
where Providence fhall fend them, is

the earneft Requeft of,
Tour AffeGionate Friend

Barbican, and Servant, in the Gofpel,
March 23,
1735

SAMUEL WILSON.



SERMON L

SaINTs on EarTH imperfet.

Copolegeroferelotototetofotote fetotororod

1 Cor. xiii, 10,

But when that which is perfed is come,

then that which is part fhall be

done away.

¥ HE Apoftle having afferted

¥ the Neceffity of Love to God,
%9 and the Saints for his Sake, as
that which enters into the Ex-
perience, and is eflential to the
Chara&er of a real Chriftian,
without which, though he fhould fpeak with
the Tongues of Mﬁn’ or of Angels, he

would
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would be no better than a founding Brafs,
or a tinkling Cymbal ; yea, though he had
the Gift of Prophecy, and underfiood all My-
fleries, and all Knowledge, and though be
bad all Faith, fo as to remove Mountains,
and though, from a Benevolence to humane
Nature, and a generous Concern for the
Diftrefles of his Fellow-Creatures, he might
beftow all his Goods to feed the Poor; and
from an inviolable Attachment to his Pro-
feffion, fhould give his Body to be burned ;
yet, deftitute of this divine Principle, he
would be of no Account with that God,
who fearches the Hearts, and tries the Reins
of the Children of Men, who cannot be
deceived by the largeft Prece nfions, or the

moft plaufible Appearances
Having thus reprefented the Importance
of this mo[’c excellent Grace, he proceeds
to defcribe it in its Nature and Properties:
Charity v/ujerez‘/a long, envieth not, vaunteth
not it felf, is not puffed up, doth not bebave
2t Jelf unfeemly, feeketh not her own, is not
eafily provoked, thinketh no evil, rejozcc!b
not in Iniquity ; but in the T rut/a beareth
all Things, believeth all Things, bapetb all
Things, endureth all Things. And to this
he adds, as that which dlﬂlngmfhes it from
fome other of the chriftian Graces, parti-
cularly Faith and Hope, thaticabideth, and
never faileth ; and, on this Account he
gives it the Preference : Prophecies will fail,
Tongues
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T ongues fhall ceafe, Knowledge, in 1ts prefent
Imperfetion, fhall vanifh away; now we
think and fpeak at beft, but as Children un~
der Age, fecing through a Glafs darkly 5 but
awhen that which is perfet is come, then that
which is in part fhall be done away; then
Shall we fee Face to Face, and know even as
we alfo are known.

The Words vifibly divide them/elves into
two Parts:

As, I. They fuppofe the Imperfeétion of
the beft of God’s People, whilft on
Earth. And, _

II. Affert the compleat Felicity or glo-
rious Perfe&ion, which they fhall be
pofiefled of in Heaven ; but when that
which is perfect 15 come, then that which
25 in part fhail be done away.

To form a juft Apprehenfion of the Im-
perfeGtion which attends the Believer,
whilft travelling through this World, in his
Way to a better, we muft coniider it un-
der a threefold View; as it is natural, cri-
minal, and comparative.

I. Natural Imperfeétion: This is found
with every Order of Beings, who are finice,
limited, and dependant.

Man was at firft a2 moft beautecus and
happy Creature, innocent, pure and fpot-
- B2 lefs,
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lefs, intelligent, wife dnd prudent, having
more Underflanding than the Beafls of the
Earth, and made wifer than the Fowls of
the Heaven®. The Refult of the divine
Confultanon, held between the eternal
Three, was, lef us make Man in our own
Image, after our Likenefs, and let him have
Dominion over the Fifb of the Sea, and over
‘the Fowls of the Air, and over the Cattle,
and over all the Earth, and over every creep-
ing Thing, that creepeth upon the Earth®.
Blefled Creature, with a large and fair In-
heritance! Made upright, pronounced to
be very good, by him who could not be
miftaken ; made lower, indeed, but it was
only a little lower than the Angels; placed
in the midft of the Paradife of God;

thoroughly furnifhed with every Thing he
could want or defire, under the Smiles of
his Creator, and Lord of the Univerfe.
Man, thus in IHonour, was yet imperfect,
as he owed his All to the Bounty of his
Creator, {0 he continued to enjoy it on the
Tenure of his Will; all his intelle&ual
Powers, and moft agreeable Entertainments,
arifing from the Contemplation of the My-
fteries of Nature, Providence, and Religi-
on, or the Satisfa&ion, which flowed from
the moderate Ufe of the Creature, fell in-
finitely thort of the Perfetions and Blefled-

2 lob xxxv. 11, b Gen. 1, 26.
nefs
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nefs of the great God. He knew much,
and, perhaps, in a very eafy Way; yet he
knew not all Things, nor could he by
fearching find out God, or underftand the
Almighty unto Perfection. Though there
was no Error found in his Judgment; yet
there was not that intuitive Knowledge of
Truth, which is peculiar to Omnifcience.
His Affe&ions centered on God their proper
Object ; but they were the AffeCtions of a
Creature. His Will inclined to every
Thing that was exeellent ; but was not im-
mutable. Sothatin his beft Eftate, it might
be faid to him, Canft thou meafure the WVa-
ters in the Hollow of thine Hand, and mete
out the Heavens with a Span, and compre-
hend the Duft of the Earth in a Meafure,
and weigh the Mountains in Scales, or the
Hills in a Balance? Canft thou diret the Spi-
rit of the Lord, or as his Counfellor teach
bim? Who taught bim Knowledge, or fhewed
to bim the Way of Underflanding2 Bebold!
Man, whole Nations of Men ; yea, humane
Nature at large, #s5, in bis Account, but as
a Draop of the Bucket, and as the fmall Duf?
Q}r the Balam‘e: All 5@%’"&’ bim are as No-
thing, lefs than Nothing and Vanity <: Nor,
1s there a Seraph around his Throne, how
pure, how bright, how glorious foever,
but is in this Senfe imperfe& ; they are all

¢ lfajah zl 12, 13, 14, 15, B7y

B3 the
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the Production of the Father of Spirits,
who alone is underived, felf-fufficient and
independant.

There 1s none like unto the Lord, who
is great, whofe Name is great in Might; to
him, as to the King of Nations, Fear, and
the moft profound Reverence, are due;
forafmuch, as among all the wife Men of
the Nations, and in all their Knowledge,
there is none like unto him; he is the true
God, the living God, and an everlafting
King ; he made the Earth, by his Power ;
he hath eftablifhed the Worlds by his Wif-
dom ; and hath ftretched out the Heavens,
by his Difcretion; he is the high and 1ofty
One, who ishabiteth Eternity; his Name
1s holy, and he dvre"’ls in a high and holy
Place ; who, 1n Heaven, cen be compared
unto the Lord ; urd v‘,ho, among the Sons
of the Mighty, can be likened unto him?
He hath inade the [ avtE the Man, and the
Beaft, that are on the (rromh by "his oreat
Power, and by his ouuﬁ;ucbed Arm,
Wifdom and Might are his, he changeth the
Times and Secafens, he removeth Kings,
and fetteth up Kings, he giveth Wildom
to the Wife, and Knowledge to them who
know Underﬁandmg, he 1s God of Geods,
and Lord of Kings; bhis Kingdom is an
everlafting Kingdom, and his Dominion
from Generation to Generation, his Do-
minion is an everlafting Dominion, and all

the
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the Inhabitants of the Earth are reputed as
nothing before him ; he doth according to
his Will, in the Armies of Heaven, and
among the Inhabitants of the Earth, he is
the Lord, the Lord God Almighty, who
made the World, and all Things therein;
the Lord of Heaven and Earth, who dwel-
leth not in Temples made with IHands,
neither is worfhiped with Men’s Hands, as
though he needed any Thing, feeing he
giveth to all Life, and Breath, and all
Things. He hathdetermined the Times be-
fore appointed, and the Bounds of cur Ha-
bitations, who worketh all Things accord-
ing to the Counfel of his own Will, and in
whom we live, move, and have our Being;
fo that here he dwells alone, nor will he
give his Glory to another; fome Creatures
are, indeed, more perfet than others, and
trife higher in their Refemblance of him
who is infinitely perfe@ ; but the moft ex-
alted of them are not to be compared with
the moft High, in whofe Sight, the Hea-
vens are not clean, and who chargeth his
Angels with Folly.

IL. There is an ImperfeGtion which is
criminal.

This confifts in the Lofs of that Re&itude
and Holinefs, which the Law requires,
which the Creator at firft ftamped on the
Mindo f Man, and of which Sin and Re-

B4 bellion
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bellion have defpoiled him; together with
that Propenfity to Evil, and Averfion to
every Thing that is Good, which difcovers
it felf, in the Omiffion of Duty, and Com-
miffion of Evil.

Here we may diftinguith between the
Continuance of our Powers and Faculties,
in their Being, and natural Exercife, and
that Purity and Spirituality, which attend~
ed them before the Fall. As the Angels,
who kept not their firft Eftate, and are re-
ferved in Chains, under Darknefs, to the
Comingof the great Day, are powerful and
fubtle, though impure and malicious Spi-
rits, fo we, have our Underitanding, Will,
and AffeGions now, as Adum in Innocence;
though with this melancholy Difference, all
his Faculdes, in their various Ufe and Ex-
ercife, were devoted to the Honour, and
imployed in the Service, of his great Crea-
tor ; but the Cafe 1s far otherwife with us,
we are now wife, indeed, but it i1s to do
Evil; there is a2 Will in Man, but it is to
make Provifion for the Flefh to fulfil the
Lufts thereof; he has AffeGions, but they
are carthly and fenfual; Lafciviouinefs,
Lufts, Excefs of Wine, Revellings, and
Banquetings, fuit him beft, and pleafe him
moft, In the Pride of his Countenance,
he will not feek God, if he could have his
Wifth, he would banifh him entirely his
Thoughts ; and, when he {peaks outL the

an-
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Language of his Heart, it is unto God, De.
part from me, I defire not the Knowledge
of thy Ways : What is the Almighty that
I thould ferve him? What Profit thould I
have in praying unto him ? If Ingratitude
is a Crime of a heinous Nature, the very
Brutes may upbraid the Children of Men
with it ; for the Ox knows bis Owner, and
the Afs bis Mafler’s Crib; but they know
not, they confider not, but as a_inful Gene-
ration, laden with Iniquities, as a Seed of
¢vil Doers, Children that are Corrupters,
they forfake the Lord, and provoke the Holy
One of 1frael®. Nor is this Reprefentation
heightened, or aggravated, fince we have
the fame Account from God himfelf, that
he faw the Wickednefs of Man was great in
the Earth, and every Imagination of the
Thought of his Heart was only evil continu-
ally <. And our Lord, who needed not that
any {hould tell him what was in Man, con-
firms this by obferving, thar, from within,
out of the Heart of Man, proceeds evil
Thoughts, Adulteries, Fornications, Murders,
Thefts, Covetoufnefs, Wickednefs, Deceit,
Lafcivioufnefs, an evil Eye, Blafphemy, Pride,
Fooliflmefs : Al thefe Evils come from with-
in, and defile the Man *,

¢ laiah i, 3, 4. ¢ Gen. vi, s,
£ Mark vii, 21, 22, 23.

"I"hat
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That the Want of original Righteouf-
nefs, where it1s the Confequence of a Crime,
or Dilobedience, is not meerly our Unhap-
pinefs, but our Fault, appears from: con-
fidering the Nature of the Law, with the
Reafonablenefs of its Demands, and the
Continvance and Immutability of its Ob-
ligation. The Law requires Truth in the
inward Parts, or Purity of Mind, as well
as univer{al Obedience ; this it required of
Adam, and it found him, as God had made
him, abfolutely upright. Sin, committed,
introduced a dreadful Change in the Crea-
ture, but none in the Law-giver; God is
as much a Sovereign, his Law as {trict in
1ts Requirements, fince Man was drove cut
of Paradife, as when in the Enjoyment of
the Sweets of that delightful Place.

How harmlels {foever {ome may think
the Corruption of humane Nature to be,
Dawid intwrodoces it as an Article of his
Confeffion, and mourns over it before the
Lord, when in the Bitternefs of his Soul
he cries out, Belold I was ‘% apen in Ini-
quity, and in Sizn did my Mother conceive
me S,

Here the inanimate and irrational Parts
of the Creation, have the Advantage of the
wicked, ungodly and impenitent, they are
as perfect as their Creator pleafed to make

g Pil lu s,

them,



Saints on Eacth smperfedt. 11

them, and their Imperfection is purely na-
tural, neither criminal, nor judicial, but,
with Refpe@ to fallen Man, it may be faid,
How is the Gold become dim ! How is the
moft fine Gold changed™! To fay that he 13
now naturally holy and inclined to good,
without a wrong Biafs or corrupt Inclina-
tion, is to contradict univerfal Experience:
'Fo affirm it was always thus, is to oppofe
divine Revelation ; and to imagine that it
is venial, or in no Degree criminal, is an
Affront to the Purity, and injurious to the
Righteoufnefs of the great Legiflator, who has
folemnly declared, that no one Iota, or Tittle
of his Law fhall pafs away, till all be ful-
filled . And 1o this we may add,

III. There isa comparative Imperfecion,
of which the beft of Saints are the Subje@s,
whilft in this World.

This appears in comparing the Temper
of our Minds, the Language of our Lips,
and the Condu& of our Life, with the
Law, that righteous Rule of Obedience,
which is pure in its Nature, and large in
its Reach and Extent.

Who among the fanétified whilft here,
can fay, his Heart is fo clean as it ought to
be, and wath his Hands in abfolute Inno-
cency ! The Law is holy, fays the great Apo-

h L ament. iv. 1. i Matt. v. 18,

ftle,
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ftle, and the Commandment holy, and juft,
and good ; headds, I know that the Law is
jpzr:tual but I am carnal, fold under Sin*
In this he bears a Teftlmony to the Excel-

“lence of the Precept, whilft he is humbled
under a2 Senfe of his own Deficiency. And
this being true of all the Redeemed of the
Lord on this fide Glory, it is their Mercy,
that though the Law will admit of no A-
batement, and rigoroufly demands Perfeti-
on, Chriftis made to them the End of the
Law for Righteoufoefs. He has magnified
the Law, and made it honourable, nor can
the Law now condemn his Members, being
fully fatisfied in all its Demands by his Obe-
dience and Sufferings,

But, if we view them under the Change
which fupernatural and efficacious Grace
bas made 1 them in Regeneration, all old
Things are paft away, and bebold all Things
are become new '; they are quite other Per-
fons than formerly, aling from different
Principles, upon nobler Motives, in another
Manner, and with higher Views, than when
walking according to the Courfe of this
World, and the Cuftecms of the Children
of Difobedience, who are led Captive by
Satan at his Will ; this may in fome Mea-
fure account for the Epithets of juft, per-
fect and upright, given in Scripture to ma-

¥ Rom, vi, Tt—14. 2 Cor, v, 17,

ny
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ay of them, whofe Failings ftanding upon
Record prove, that though there was a ve-
ry great Difference between them and the
ungodly, yet they had not fully attained,
neither were they compleatly perfect.

And as there are various Seafons in which
the Elect are gathered in, {fome called at the
firft, others at the third, and fome not till
the eleventh Hour, fome in Chrift before
others ; fo there are different Meafures of
Grace communicated to them, {ome are en-
abled to run with greater Speed the Race
which is fet before them, and to gain a
larger Vi€tory over Corruption, Satan and
the World, than others, who are as truly
in the Family, and defigned for the fame
Place of Blifs and Glory, though moving
more flowly in their Way to it. Pau/ him-
felf, after he had fought the good Fight of
Faith, and almoft finithed his Courfe, with-
in Sight of the Goal, and ready to receive
his Crown, exprefles a noble Emulation,
that no one thould out-ftrip him : This one
Thing, fays he, I do, forgetting the T hings
which are bebind, I prefs towards the Mark
Jor the Prize of the bigh Calling of God in
Chrift Fefus ™.

Here the Saint with Bluthing and holy
Confufion, thinking on his Helps and Ad-
vantages, his Qbligations and Expetations,

™ Phil i, 13, 14,
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is ready to cry out, alafs! What an unpro-
fitable Servant! What a Cumberer of the
Ground ! How lean, barren and unfruicful !
When others, planted in a Soil lefs promi-
fing, are fat and flourithing, vifibly thri-
ving as Trees of Righteoufnefs, the Planting
of the Lord, in whom he is now, as well
as he will hereafter be glorious. He 1is far
from repining, dares not murmur, or foo-
lithly charge his God. The leaft Degree of
Grace is infinitely more than he deferves ;
nor does he envy his Brethren, but rejoices
in the Goodnefs of God towards them, he
blames himfelf, and only himfelf, that he
copies no more exaltly after them, and is
enabled to make no more Ufe of their Ex-
perience and Comfort, as a Means to excite
his Diligence, and to quicken him in the
Paths of Holinefs. We are not, indeed,
to expe&t the fame Degrees of Lighrt,
Knowledge and Underftanding, the fame
extraordinary Gifts and miraculous Endow-
ments with the Apoftles, or fome eminent
Martyrs or Confeffors ;  their Work was
fpecial, and their Furniture proportionable:
Nor will it be objected to us in the great Day,
that fome have had more Faith, Hope
and Joy, thanour felves, it is the Prerogative
of the God of Heaven to divide to every
Man as he will ; and the weakeft Babe has
the one Thing needful, even that good Part
which thall never be taken from him, Glo-

2 1y
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ry being conneted rather with Grace in it
Kind or Nature, than with it in its IJegree:
But as every one to whom it is given will
be folicitous after more, fo there are few
among the talleft Cedars in God’s Labanon,
but have Reafon to obferve, and are ready
to acknowledge, that there are others who
have gone beyond them,

And, after all the large Experience, cleas
Difcoveries, and unufual Meafures of Grace
beftowed on the great Apottle ; though he
could fay he came not behind the chief of
the Apoftles in any Thing, and had been
caught up into the third Heavens, and
admitted for a Time tolook on fome of the
Glories of that blifsful Place; though he
could fpeak of Chrift with Propriety as well
as Pleafure, and fay, I know whom I have
believed » : He bath loved me, and given
himfelf for me °; yet was he imperfect: Nor
was there any Comparifon between his
Knowledge, Holinefs and Joy, whilft in
this earthly Houfe of his Tabernacle, and
that which he was poflefled of when
before the Throne in Prefence of a rifen
Jefus.

Thus we fee Perfe&ion, in the moft ex-
alted Senfe of the Word, is only to be found
with the greac and glorious God ; and he is
fo abfolutely and unchangeably in his Na-

% 2 Tim, 1, 1z. * Gal, ii 20.

ture,
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ture, Counfel and Will, Comparative Im-
perfedtion is the conflant Appendage of
created limited Beings: And that which
is criminal is confined to Earth and Hell.
Whilft the moft we can fay of the Believer
on Earth 15, that he fees in part, and knows
in part: And, is this a juft Reprefentation?
What exalted Thoughts, O my Soul,
fhouldft thou then entertain of the great
I amm! Who has all Perfe@ion centering in
him, and from whom, as the Fountain of
all Good, flows every Degree of it found
in either World. Is there any Thing to be
compared with him as thy Portion 7 Will
any Thing fhort of Perfection fatisfy the
Cravings of an immortal Mind? Seek no
longer the living among the dead ; the Crea-
ture has it not, cannot giveit. 'Who would
live on broken Cifterns, when there is the
Fountain of living Water.

This alfo accounts for the Preference
which the Saint gives to his God above
every Thing elfe, and difcovers the Wif-
dom of his Choice, whilit he had rather
endure AfliGions, and f{uffer the Lofs of
all Things, than excite the Refentment, and
provoke the Indignation of an all-fufficient
God, in whofe Favour ftands the Life of his
Soul.

And who can defcribe the Terror, the
Confufion, and bitter Anguifh, which will
attend the Difappointment of the wicked ;

they
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they choofe the World for their God, and
God, in Anger, fays, They are joined to
their Idols, Iet them alone. How is this
their Way, their Folly, fince the World,
and all that is in it, is pafling away ? Their
Miftake is partly evident now, fince they
are diffatisfied with the largeft Acquifitions,
and in vain, crying to their Idol, Give, give!
But the full Difcovery of their Madnefs, as
well as Impiety, is referved to another Day;
when, with gnawing Grief, and tormenting
Defpair, reflecting on the fatal Delufion,
they thall cry out, Unrdone, undone for ever!

And is the Saint criminally, as well as
comparatively, imperfect whillt on Earch ?
How great is his Mercy, that there isa rela-
tive Perfetion provided for him in another,
that whilft defeéive in himfelf, he is com-
pleat in Jefus; who, by one Offering, for
ever perfected thofe who are fanétified! This
is the great Support of the Saint as the
Ground of his Hope towards God, whilft in
this World; and will be the Martter of his
Praife and Triumph in a better. It is the
fpotlefs Robe of his Redeemer’s Righteouf-
nefs, that he produces in an{wer to the Ac-
cufations of Satan, the Remonftrances of
Conf{cience, and the Charges of a malicious
World ; the Merit of this he daily pleads
before the Throne; nor could he think of
Death without Horror and ‘Trembling, but
as inwrefted in his Death; who, having

C purged
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purged away his Sins by his Sacrifice on
Earch, lives in Heaven to plead his Caufe,
and will, at length, introduce him into the
divine Prefence without Spot or Blemifh,
boly and unreprovable in God’s Sight.

And can the Saint, having this God for
his reconciled Father, Friend, and Portion,
complain in the Want, or under the Lofs of
what, at beft, is but external and foreign to
his principal Happinefs ; and what mighet
rather prove a Snare and an Hindrance, than
a Blefling to him ? What if zbe Fig-tree
Sbould not bloffom, neither fbould Fruit be in the
Vines, the Labour of the Olives fhould ceafe,
and the Fields yield no Meat, the Flock (hall
be cut off from the Fold, and there fhould be no
Herd in the Stall® 5 yert, is it not enough that
the Lord God is his Strength ! ought he not,
will he not rejoice in the God of his Salva-
tion ? if more were needful, could not All-
fufficiency fupply? How do Angels, and
the Spirits of juft Men live ? they want nor,
they defire not earthly Treafures, they have
their All they wifh for, or can enjoy, whilft
they dwell in the Prefence of God; where
there 75 Fulnefs of oy, andat bis right Hand
where there are Pleafures for evermore,

P Hab. 1ii, 17.
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