SER MON XVIIIL

Of communicating chriftian experience.

PsAavLm lxvi, 16.

Come and bear all ye that fear God, and I will
declare what be hath done for my foul.

s H1S plalm you will eafily difcern is
T Bid made up of praife and thankfgiving,
egorepis and what indeed fhould be the habi-
SO tnal employment of chriftians when
the Lord hath dea/r thus bozntifully with them,
as he had done with the infpired author. In
the words, more particularly, we may obferve,
FirsT, the perfon fpeaking. And I think
it is generally agreed it is king Dawvid; one
who, though he enjoyed the crown of Ifrazel,
was not afthamed of the crofs of Chriff, nor
the experience he had of the grace of God;
but calls upon all that feared the Lord to come,
and attend to what he eould declare of his
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Father’s love to him. And in this he may
well fhame, alas! but too many chriftians in
our day, who either are too rich or too poor,
too great or too mean, for ferious and friendly
converfation about the things of God. David
thought it not beneath him to invite not this or
the other favourite only, but all them that
feared the Lord, to this entertainment. You
may alfo obferve,

SEcoNDLY, the invitation itfelf; it is to a
fpiritual entertainment, a feaft that to the
world looks mean, but when the Lord owns
it with his prefence, it is in reality a feaf? of
Jar things, Obferve he did not call them to
hear an enumeration of the mighty feats of
war in which he had been engaged, of the
exploits he had performed, and the victories
he had won; but, come, fays be, and bear
what God hath done for my foul. He invites
them to attend to the account he had to give
of his religious experience. From which we
may learn, that we are not to hide the deal-
ings of God with our fouls from our fellow-
chriftians, but, upon every proper occafion, to
be ready to open our hearts, and with the ut=
moft freedom declare the gracious experience
we have had of his goodnefs to us.  Again,

THIRDLY, we may take notice of the per-
fons David addrefies on this occafion. And it
was not confined to the princes and lords of his
court, or to the mighty men that fought un-
der his banners; but direGted to them zbaf

Z 3 Jeared
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Searedthe Lord; and to a//of them, whichmay be
underftood as the general character of believers,
who rejoice with trembling, or approach to the
Y.ord in every duty with humble reverence,
at the fame time that it is with holy boldnefs;
who fear the Lord with a filial awe, though
they are ftrangers to a {lavith bondage ; thefe
in general he calls to hear what God had done
for him. Or elfe, it may be an intimation of
his defire that the fearful in Zien, and more
efpecially thofe believers who were ready to
entertain dreadful imaginations, whole fouls
were opprefled with fear fhould attend to the
account he had to give of his religious expe-
rience. ¢ Come, fays he, all ye that Jear the
« Lord, and 1 will tell you what be bath done
¢ for my foul. Perbaps there may be fome-
“ thing in my cafe that may {uit your fouls,
« or encourage you in the way of the Lord :
“ however, you will certainly hear fomething
¢ that may tend to glorify the riches of his
<« grace. Come therefore and bear, and leave
¢¢ the fuccefs to the Lord.”

From the words thus opened and intro-
duced, we have the following doétrinal obfer-~
vation:

THAT a child of God, under the influence of

bis Spirit, r gé’f’ﬁﬂzg on the great things
God bath done for bim, cannot but be much
affeéted bimfelf, and excpedzrzgly defirous
zbat, for the glory of God, and the good of
ethers, they fhould be acquainted with is.
Come,
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Come, and bear all ye that fear God, and
I will declare what lc bath dene for my
Soul, And here,

1. I saarz confider the matter of this de-
claration, and fome inftances that the be-
liever, on fuch an occafion as this, may
be {uppofed to have his eye more imme-
diately upon, when he exprefles himfelf
in this manner,

II. Tue feveral forts of perfons to whom a
chriftian, when led by the fame fpirit
with the pfalmift, would declare thefe
things,

III. Tue ends he thould propofe in this
duty. And,

1V. THE manner in which it fhould be
performed. And then,

I. I smarL confider the matter of this de-
claration, and fome inftances that the pfalmift
might be fuppofed to have his eye more im-
mediately upon, when he exprefles himfelf in
this manner, which mayverywell be fuppofed
to take in two heads.

1. WHAT God had done for his foul in
his covenant, and by his Son. And,

2. WHAT he had wrought 7z his foul, as
a confequence, and manifeftation of his intereft
in thofe bleffings.

1. WE may fuppofe the pfalmift here had
a {pecial regard to what God had dope for his

Z 4 foul
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foul, in his covenant, and by his Son. And
here doubtlefs he was not unmindful of his
having loved him with an everlafting love,
and chofen him to everlafting life. And
accordingly every believer, under the like
fpiritual influence, is ready to addrefs his fel-
low-chriftians in fome fuch language as this:
¢ See here a poor unweorthy creature whom
< the Lord fet his love upon even from ever~
¢ lafting. Notwithftanding he was thoroughly
«¢ apprifed, I fhould forfeit every thing by my
‘¢ rebellion againft him; yet this was no ob-
¢ ftruction to the kind defigns of his grace. See
‘¢ one whom he has diftinguifhed as the object
¢ of his {pecial favour. He hath chofen me
‘“ from before the foundation of the world, and,
“ as a confequence of this, has provided a
¢ powerful and {fuitable Saviour for me, one
““ who was able and willing to f{uftain the
“ weight of my guilt, and to make fufficient
‘“ atonement for it. He was at the expence
¢ of parting with his own Son out of his bo-
“ fom upon my account: and, when there
¢ could be no pofiible relief any where elfe,
‘¢ he laid help upon him, who was in himfelf
“ mighty to fave; when he could not fave
‘“ me confiftent with his own juftice, without
“ a {ufficient fatisfaction, he himfelf provided
¢ a lamb without fpot to die for me. And
“ when I had nothing to induce the Lord
« Fefus to take the burden of myiniquities upon
¢ him, being all polluted and in my bleod,

¢ he freely offered himfelf, and faid to the Fa-
¢ ther

[ o]
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ther, Lo I come, in the volume of the book it is
written of me, to do thy will O God*! 'The
propofal was no fooner made in e cove-
nant of peace, that was between them bouss,
than it wasagreed upon, and accordingly the
Lord Jaid on him ty iniquities, and fo
was preferved in Chrz/f fafe from the hands
of avenging juftice, as interefted in his me-
diatorial undertaking. But that was not
all. In the fulnefs of time, this fame e~
Jus came, and was content to take upon
him the form of a fervant, to fubmit to all
the ignominies that finful and abandoned
men could infli& upon him. He bid not bis
Jace from fhame and [pitting, he endured
the rage of devils, and drank the cup of his
Father's wrath, was bruifed for my iniqui-
ties, and the chaftifement of my peace was
upon bim, that f{o, by bis flripes I might be
healed®. He hath thus by one offering for
ever perfected this great worke. And as
juftice has difcharged him, by raifing him
from the dead, and fixing him at the right
hand of God ; fo now I am evcen rifen with
him, and fet down with him, as he is my
head, and I am a living member of his
body. See, O myfriends, theLord hath done
all this for me ; and if you confider the vaft
difproportion between him and me, that he
is zhe bigh and lofty one who inbabiteth eter-

{4 ?ZI.Z:}’,

3 Heb, x. . b Ifai. lii. 5. ¢ Heb. x. 14.
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¢ sty, and Ia poor defpicable worm, not wor-
¢ thy of his notice ; what grace is here! Nor
< 1s this all; I am not only, 77z my bef? effate, but
¢ wvauity, yea lefs than nothing and vanity; but in
“ my natural ftate I was an enemy 70 God, and
¢ he did all this for me while I was fuch. This
¢ is love indeed! Herein he commends bis love
““ to me, that when 1 was without flrength
¢ Chrift died for med.> 'Thus the believer,
upon proper occafions, runs over the wonders
of redeeming grace, and confiders the love of
God in its origin, as arifing merely of his own
ood pleafure, and in its confequences as reach-
ing to the foul’s welfare in time, and to cternity.
And while he is refleCting on thefe things, his
heart burns within him, and from what he
feels in himfelf, he cannot but be f{olicitous
¢hat others thould join with him in his won-
der and thankfulnefs : and accordingly from
the abundance of his beart his mouth [peakerh,
Come and bear, all ye that fear God, and I will tell
you what be bath done for my foul. He hath re-
deemed me from dzflruction, and crowned me with
loving kindnefS and tender mercies® ; fet me
above princes, in admitting me to a place in his
favour; and he can now{mile upon me with due
gloryto his juftice, and delight over me to do me
good, confiftent with the purity of his nature,
and the righteoufnefs of his law. But again,
2. WE may fuppofe the good man to have

regard to what the Lord had wrought 7z his
{oul,

LY
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¢ Rom. v. 8. ¢ Pfal. ciii, 4.
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foul, as well as what he done for him; and

fo

he may be looked upon as calling to his

friends to attend to the account of his experience
of tnegcudnefsof God to him. And thenyoumay
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ppofe him to befpeak them to this purpofe.

1 was once by nature a 2 child of wrath as well
as others, an enemy to God thro’ wicked works;
running into all excefs of riot, {inning againft
him without remorfe, or any fenfe of my
danger, without God and without GCh#i/Z,
and fo without hope, in the world. Once
I was in worfe than Egyptian darknefs, ig-
nerant of God , a ftranger to myfelf, un-
acquainted with the way of God's falvation,
a profefled enemy to the divine law, and a
thorough adverfary to every thing that is
good: but, through almighty grace, it is not
fo with me now. The Lord came at fuch,
or fuch a time, and touched my foul with
his powerful hand, and I began to find the
terrors of the law ftick faft in me. I could
not fin at fo cheapa rate as before: no, as
I began to fee the purity of God’s law I was
moft {everely lafhed by it, and thought hell
and deftruction muft inevitably be my portion.
While it was thus with me 1 found no reft
for my foul, nothing but darknefs and con-
fufion, horror and defpair, tillthe Lord led
me to the city of refuge, and difcovered him-
felf in his Son to my foul: and then it was
that I emerged from darknefs, and began
to find myfelf light in the Lord, beholding

& a
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a beauty in the method of my recovery re-
vealed in the gofpel: then it was that 1 wil-
lingly caft down all the weapons of my
oppofition, and defired to be fubject to
none but Fefus. How much foever before
I was for faving myfelf, now, it was the
defire of my heart that Chrz/? alone thould
be exalted ; that he fhould have all the
glory, as the work was all his. ‘Thus the
Lord has led me in his own way, and
brought me to his Son, enabling me to fee
my need of him, and his meetnefs to affift
and fave me, as made of God to me wifdom,
righteoufnefs, fanétification, and redemption f 5
and, at the fame time, I hope, revealed him
in me as the hope of my glory, and thewed
me, in the difcoveries of his love, that he
was mine. ‘Then this, or the other promife
was brought to my {oul, and fet home with
peculiar warmth. He faid unto me, Be of
good chear, thy fins are forgiven thee s, I bave
blotted out as a thick cloud thy tranfgreffions,
and as a cloud thy fins® : Be not difmayed, for
L am thy God*, I bhave made an everlafting
covenant with thee, even the fure mercies of
David*: T bave loved thee, with an ever-
lafting  love 5 therefore with loving kindnefs
bave I drawn thee'. 'Thus with cords of
love was I won to fefus Chriff, as with the
bands of a man; and at this, and the other

“ time,

f 1Cor. 1. 30. & Mat, ix. 2. b Ifai, xliv, 22. { Chap.

xH. to, ¥ Chap.lv. 3. ! Jer, zxxi. 3.
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¢ time, be told me, in the fecret whifpers of
“¢ hisSpirit, that 2y beloved was mine, and I'was
« bis™,  And not only fo, but, ever fince, he
¢ hath guided me by his counfel, and com-
¢ forted me with his love: and though, alas!
“ but too often, through the ftrength of cor-
“ ruptions, J have finned againft him ; yet he
‘¢ hath not been wanting in the difcoveries of
¢ pardoning grace, hath fhed abroad his love
“ in my heart, and bid me return unto him
® for he had redeemed me.” Thus we may
fuppofe the good man addrefling his friends
when he fays << Come and bear wbat the Lord
¢ bas done for my foul. He hath brought me
“ out of darknefs into bis marvellous light ™5 be
« bath fer my feet upon a rock, and effablifbed
“ my goings°®. And now with pleafure I can
“¢ ook forward ; and, from what I have for-
« merly felt of his goodnefs, with comfort
s conclude, that he will #ever Jeave me, nor
¢ forfake mer.”” And in this we muft fuppolfe
the pfalmift was very far from being alone: for
there never was a believer in the world but
(tho’ he might not be able to be fo very parti-
cular, yet) could fet to his feal that he had
sxperienced fomewhat of this nature, And I
am fure, thofe that are thus led by the Spirit
of Chrift will be folicitous that others fhould
hear, and know what the Lord hath done for
them. And thus I have finithed the firft ge-i
nera

m Cant.ii. 16, 0 3 Pet.ii.g. © Pfal, xl. 2. ° Heb.
Xiil. g,
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neral head, concerning the matter of this de~
claration, or what it was Daaid muft be
fuppofed to have his eye upon, when he fays,
Come, and bear what God bath done for my foul.
I come now to confider,

II. TuE feveral forts of perfons to whom
a chriftian, when led by the fame ({pirit
with the pfalmift, would dec/are thefe things.
And,

1. THE faints would declare them to finners,
making no profeflion of religion, when they
obferve them concerned about their eternal
welfare. And I am thoroughly perfuaded the
Lord hath owned this to many fouls, If we
hear finners enquiring the way to Zzn, with
their faces ever fo little inclined thitherward,
methinks, we fthould gladly lay hold on any
fuch opportunity to declare to them what God
bath done for us, and the way he led us,
when we were in the fame cafe, It is true we
may exhort, advife, and dire& them ; but as ex-
ample generallyinfluencesmore than precept, fo,
if we can fay to them not only, we would have
them do this or that, but at the fame time, de-
clare to them the remarkable dealings of God
with our own fouls, when wewere in the fame
circumftances, it will be very likely to have a
falutary effe¢t. And if we relate the comforts
with which we have been comforted, it may
prevent them from forrowing as thofe who

are without hope, fince the fame Lord, who
fup~
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fupported and delivered us, is able to do the
fame for them. It is true we are not to eaf?
our pearls before fwine 5 thatis, we have no call
to tell our experience to every profligate finner,
for, as fuch feel nothing of it, {fo they would ra~
ther turn it into banter and ridicule. But me-
thinks, it fhould be no objetion to us, when
we fee perfons ferioufly inquiring after the way
of falvation, that they are ignorant and weak.
No, if we have but the leaft apprehenfion that
any degree of the fear of God is before their
eyes, we may fafely follow the pfalmift’s exam-
ple, and call upon them, to come and bear whaz
God bath done for our fouls. 'Thus, for inflance,
fuppofe we hear a poor foul crying out. <« O
“ I feel my fins as a burden too heavy for me
‘¢ to bear! I could be glad to know which way,
¢« if it were poflible, I might be pardoned and
“ accepted. Bat alas! I am ready to fear the
*“ Lord hath caft me off, that he will never
¢ have a gracious thought towards me.” Upon
fuch anoccalion, what can be more natural than
for us to begin, and declare, that when we
were in this very cafe, the Lord led us this,
or the other way, into the knowledge of the
compleatnefs of Chri/#’s fatisfaction, and {thewed
us where we were to flee for refuge, fo as ta
find peace? And thus we fhould feize fuch op~
portunies not only to preach Clriff as the
only way of falvation, but to declare that we
have, in our own experience, found him to be
{o, and have obtained relief and fafety in truft-

ing
4.



352 Of commmnicating

ing in him. Thus we are to declare what God
bath done for our fouls, to aflift and encourage
poor awakened finners; but more efpecially are
we to do this,

2. To believers. And,
(1.) To thofe who are but babes in Chri/Z,

weak in faith, that are full of doubts and
hefitations, who cannot venture to conclude
they have an intereft in the Lord Fefus Chrif?,
and yet dare not caft away all their confidence.
That it is the pleafure of the Lord that the
church fhould atound with thefe, every day’s
experience confirms. For where you meet
with one ftrong chriftian, perhaps you may
find many weak and trembling ones. Well !
we {hould never hear one of thefe complain-
ing, but, as a proper relief, we fhould look
back upon our own experience, and afk our-
felves, < Was 1 never in fuch a cafeas this? And
<¢ if fo, then let me endeavour to ftrengthen the
‘¢ weak hands, and confirm the feeble knees,
<« and fay to them, Come and bear what God
“ bath done for my foul”” And it hath been
often obferved that the Lord has owned this,
to the comfort and eftablithment of his little
ones. ¢ What! faith the poor foul, was this
¢ or the other friend in the fame cafe with
“ myfelf? And hath the Lord delivered them?
“ As I am fure he had no regard to any fu-
« perior qualifications that might be as an ar-
“ gument to it; fo I am refolved, in the

¢ {trength of hisgrace, to put my truft in him.
€¢ Why
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‘“ Why fhould I be caft down, fince he who
¢« hath delivered this, or the other believer,
““ can, if he pleafes, deliver me?” Thus we
fhould declare what God hath done for out
fouls to the weak in Chri/#’s flock. Buatagain,
(2.) THrs isalfoa duty even to the ftrongeft
faint in the world, to thofe who are gotinto the
higheft clafs. You know this is the character
of the children of God, that they fpeal oftern one

0 another 1 ; and that not only about the things
of God in general, but about what they have
felt in their own fouls. They fhould, as often
as they have opportunity, and efpecially in their
beft frames, recount what God has done for
them in times paft, and communicate alfo theic
prefent experiences to their fellow chriftians,
Thus I have gone through the fecond general
head, and have fhewn you to whom the be-
liever fhould declare his experience ; to enquir-
ing finners, trembling faints, and growing chri-
ftians. I come now,

III. To confider the ends which a believer
fhould propofe in the difcharge of this duty.

And,
1. THE principal end he fhould have in
view, when he declares his experience, is the
glory of that God, who hath dealt fo bounti-
fully with him. He would furely have the
Lord exalted for his faithfulnefs and goodnefs

to him ; he would have it publithed, that the
name

9 Mal, 11 16.
A a
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name of the Lord might be great ; that finners
might know that his God is faithful to his word ;
that he hath not only engaged to be a prefent
belp in time of meed, but that he hath found
him in reality to be fo. As he knows the ene-
mies of God are ready enough to charge him
with negle&t of his people, becaufe of the
trials and afflitions they are exercifed with ;
fo he would, in contradiction to them, declare
what he hath found in his own experience,
that in very faithfulnefs he afflicts thofe that
are deareft to him. And with what luftre does
the glory of God fhine, when his children are
ready to acknowledge, that he never called
them out to any duty, but his grace was fuf-
ficient for them ; that he never laid his hand
upon them in any affli¢tive exercife, but he
at the fame time, fupplied them with all thofe
fupports which they ftood in need of ? I fay,
for chriftians thus to ftand up, on proper
occafions, and bear their experimental tefti-
mony to the faithfulnefs and goodnefs of God,
what a tendeney hath it to make the name of
the Lord, who hath been their flrong tower,
glorious in the midft of the earth? This is
what the chriftian chiefly aimsat. But again,
2. ANoTHER end he hath inviewis to hum-
ble his own foul, as well as the vanity of other
men, by declaring how little he has deferved
at the hand of the Lord, and yet how much
he hath done for him. T he believer knows

too well the pride that is naturally inman. 1In
order
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order therefore to lower his fentiments of him-
felf, he will be ready to acknowledge his own
vilenefs, that he was worfe by pature than the
beafts that perifh, and unlefs the Lord had been
merciful to him, when he was 1n his blood,
he could never have been partaker of fuch fa-
vour at his hands. And thus, while others
boaft of their own power and worthinefs, he
cannot forbear declaring, that, how much fo-
ever the Lord hath been pleafed to favour him
with his prefence, yet, that he is obliged to
difcard all pretenfions to merit, and fays, INot
unto me, not unto me, O Lord, but unto thy name
be all the glory. And by this means he many
times puts to filence the vanity of other men.
But then again,

. ANoTHER end is to promote the welfare
of his fellow-chriftians. Ashe loves the head,
o he alfo loves the members.  In whomioever
he fees the image of Chrift formed, he defires
his heart may be knit in love to fuch an one.
And as he would not have it ina&ive love ; fo,
upon every proper occafion, he would open to
his chriftian brother what he hath felt of the
joy, that a ftranger intermeddles not with,
that he might be a tharer with him, and be
comforted by his experience, when darknefs
comes upon him. And thus he is likewife
glad to improve every opportunity of helping
the joy, and affifting the comfort of his bre-
thren in the Lord. There are fo manydifficul-

ties that the chriftian is befet with, in the prefent
Aa 2 ftate,
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ftate, that he can never follow the Lord
fully, and have the world to be his friend.
So that, methinks, fince there are fo few who
name the name of Clrzf}, and yet much fewer
that love him in fincerity, where this difpofi-
tion i1s in truth, it thould have the greateft
tendency to enkindle the moft engaging affec-
tion; an affetion which fhould fhew itfelf,
in a readinefs to do all that lies in our power,
towards mutual growth in the knowledge and
comforts of the holy Ghoft. And as chriftian
converfation about the dealings of God with our
fouls hath often been owned with this good ef-
fect, methinks we fhould not be fuch ftrangers
to one another ; but cultivate this heavenly com-
merce with all our intereft and power. Thus
you fee what are the ends that believers {hould
prepofe in their difcharge of this duty. But
then I come,

IV. To fpeak of the manner in which it
fhould be performed; or how a chriftian is
to tell what God bath done for bis forl. And it
may be reduced to two heads.

1. It fhould be with the greateft humility,
There is toomuch fpiritual, as wellascarnal pride
among the profefiors of religion : and itis well
if too many of us may not have reafon to lay
our hands upon our mouths, and acknowledge
ourfelves more or lefs guiltyin this refpe@. We
had much better let fuch converfation alone,

than
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than declare our experience with a view to ex-
alt ourfelves by it, 1f we aim at raifing our-
felves in the cftecem of our fellow-chriftians,
or to gain reputation among men, if this is
the end we propofe, in declaring whar God
bas done for our fauls, it cannot but be naufeous
in the fight of the Lord. No, when we fay
any thing of what the Lord has done ei-
ther for us, or in us, let us remember zbe 7ock
Jrom whence we were bewwn, and the bole of the tis
Jrom whence we were digged ; let us lay ourfelves
in the duft; and when we call to thofe who fear
the Lord to hear what be bath done for us, let our
fouls be filled with the deepeft {enfe of our un-
worthinefs. Let us remember who did it, and
and give all the glory, where it is juftly due.
But again,

2. It fthouldallo beattended with the greateft
thankfulnefs, wonder, and adoration at the riches
of God’sgrace. Iam fure, if we have felt any
thing of it, we fhall not be able to declare it,
without fome gocd degree of thankfulnefs.
The impreflion will be too lively to be torgot-
ten entirely, and the grace will be too illuftri-
ous to be recited without fome meafure of gra-
titude. And thus 1 have gone through what
I defigned in a doCtrinal way, and fhall clofe
all with an inference or two. And,

1. LET us each of us afk ourfelves, What
hath the Lord done for my foul? And in order

to determine this, let us afk, What hath he
Aaj wrought
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wrought in my foul ? For though the work of
God’s grace in the heart is not caufal of God’s
love to us, or to any act of grace towards us,
yet it is declarative of it.  And, I am fure, if
we always remain in darknefs, concerning thefe
things, we fhall have no reafon to conclude
that we are the Lord’s. 1f we would hope
that God hath loved us with an everlafting
love, we fhould enquire whether he has de-
clared it, by drawing us with the cords of his
love. It is not indeed eflential to our happi-
nefs, that we fhould be able to give an exaét
account of our experience, or every particular
circumitance attending our converfion: but
unlefs we know that whereas we were once
blind, now we fee, whereas we were once
darkref3, awe are now lkght in the Lord*, I
know no ground we have of confolation, as
having any lot, or fhare in the riches of par-
doning grace. Again,

2. Bow may we bluth and be afhamed,
that we have fo much converfation in the world,
and {o little about what God hath done for our
fouls ? itis a very bad fign upon us, in our
day, iha: the things of God are generally poft-
poned, whileeither the affairs of ftate, or the cir-
cumftancesof omward life, or fomething perhaps
of a more trifling nature, are the general fub-
je&ts of our converfation. What! are we
athamed of the nobleft, the moft interefting

fub~

* Eph. v. 8.
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fubje¢t ? It is but a poor fign that we have
felt any thing of it, if we think it unne-
ceflary to declare it to our fellow-chriftians.
What think you? fuppofe any two of us were
caft upon a barbarous fhore, where we ncither
underflood the language, nor the cuftomns of
the inhabitants, and were treated by them with
reproach and cruelty, do you think we thould
not efteem it a happinefs, that we could un-
burden ourfelves to each other, and commu-
nicate our griefs, and troubles? And fhall we
think it lefs fo, while we are in fuch a world
as this; in a flrange land, and at a diftance
from our father’s houfe ? fhall we negle& con-
verfing with each other ? No, let our conver-
fation not only be in heaven, but about fpi-
ritual and heavenly things. Bat,

3. Anp laftly, blefs God for the Lord Fe-
Jus Chriff. You would never have had any
experience to declare, but a fearful looking for
of God’s righteous judgments, were it not for
him. Well then, when you confider what
God hath done for you, rernember him thro’
whom every bleffing has bsen communicated
to you ; remember him whom the Father gave
out of his bofom for your falvation, whom he
Janctified and fent into the worlds; remember
him, who tho® be was rich, for your fakes be-
came poor, that ye thro’ bis peverty niight be rich.
Remember all he did, and all he fuffered, that

Aa g you

5 John x. 36, t 2 Cor. viii. g.
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you might be partakers of a rich experience of
grace here, and that you might afterwards
enter into the glory. which he is gone to pre-
pare for you. And when you confider thefe
things, I am fure, a crucified, rifen, and ex-

alted Jefus will be the principal fubject of your
converfation,

S E R-



SERMON XIX.

The flrong man conquered.

LukEe xi. 21, 22.

When a firong man armed keepeth bis palace, bis
goods are in peace : but when a fironger than
be fhall come upon bim, and cvercome bim, be
taketh from bim all bis armour wherein be

trufled, and divideth bis [poils,

Yovd® HE occafion of thefe words was this;
,}ﬂ]lr: our Lord, whofe bufinefs it was to go
S8 about doing good, and whofe miracu-

" lous power was continually exerted to
fupport his miffion, and confirm his do@rine, had
difpofiefled 2 man of a devil, to the great afto-
nithment of the one part of the people, and the
envy and confufion of the other ; who, though
they could not deny the matter of fa@, that
the devil was really caft out, this being done
8 in
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in the fight of all the people ; yet they endea-
voured to leflen the miracle and its author in
their efteem, by malicious fuggeftions, that it
was done by the power of Satan. But fome of
them faid, He cafteth out devils through Beelze-
bub, the chief of the devils*. On this our
Lord, who was intimately acquainted with the
thoughts of their hearts, fhews the abfurdity
of their reafoning, by obferving, that Sazan was
a wifer tyrant than to deftroy his own kingdom,
and that the true reafon why he made no ef-
fe&tual refiftance was, becaufe he was attacked
by a force fuperior to his own. This he il-
luftrates by a very apt fimilitude, part of which
I have now chofen as the fubjet of my dif-
courfe. In which we may obferve,

I. Tue defcription given of Satan. Heis,
as a_firong man armed.

II. TuE mifery of every patural man, while
fuch, fetforth by Satan, this cruel tyrant’s
keeping his palace, in the foul. There he
fits as lord and king,

III. WE may obferve the fatal fecurity that
attends the foul in this miferable condi-
tion. All the while, bis goods are in
peace.

IV. WE have a glorious defcription of our
blefled Saviour, as one that is #ronger than
this ffrong man armed. When a fironger than
be fhall come upon bim, &c. And then,

V.

2 Luke xi. 15,
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V. Anxp laftly, we have an account of the
method, in which the captain of our fal-
vation conquers, and dethrones this frong
man armed, and that is, he comes upon bim,
and cvercomes bim, be taketh from bim all
bis armour wherein be trufted, and divideth

bis fpoils.

Tuus I have given you the divifion of the
text: each part of which might furnifh us
with fofficient matter for a difcourfe: but I
fhall chufe rather at this time to infift fome-
what breifly upon them all, and to make fome
{uitable application as I go along, Bat before
I proceed, it may not be amifs to obferve, that
the immediate defign of ourLord in thefe words,
when compared with the context, feems to be
to confute the unbelieving Fews; and fo they
carry in them a dire proof of the fuperior
power of Chrif? to that of Sataz ; that at his
pleafure he could difpoflefs him. But, as a//
[eripture is given by infpiration of God, and is
of no private interpretation, and as other mi-
racles of our Saviour were not only real in them-
felves, and defigned to confirm his miffion and
do&rine, but are frequently ufed to convey
{piritual inftruction in a figurative manner; fowe
may fafelytake the words in the fenfe I have al-
readygiven of them, as prefenting uswith a very
lively defcription of the miferable condition of a
finner, in his natural and unregenerate ftate, and

of his deliverance by the power and grace of
Chrif?,

4.
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Chrif.  'This I thought neceflary to premiic,
that none might charge me with fathering a fenie
of my own upon fcriptare, in contradiftin&ion
to that of the holy Ghoft. But to begin,

I. Witwn the account we have here of Sa-
¢an : he is compared to a ffrong man, yea, toa
Jlrong man armed.

1. SaTAN is compared to a ffreng man, and
that becaufe of his natural firength as an angel.
It is true, he bhath undoubtedly loft a great deal
by his fall ; but how far this hath had an in-
fluence upon that original {trength which he
had as an angel of the higheft rank, is what
neither I, nor any man can pretend perempto-
rily to determine. That he is flill exceeding
powerful will appear, if we confider the names
which are given him in feripture, {uch as zbe
prince of the power of the air®, the God of this
world®, and a roaring lion 3, which you know
is allowed to be one of the flrongeft of the
brute creation. He is alfo called zbe dragos,
that old ferpente, and the like. All which
plainly imply, that he flill retains abundance of
ftrength. So that he may juftly be compared
to a flrong man. Again,

2. He is faid to be a flrong wan armed; and
this may be upon many accounts.

(1.} As he is armed with power : this1 have
thewn you under the laft head, as he is com-

pared to a ffrong man.
(2.) Hs

b Eph.ii. 2. ¢ 2Cor.iv,4. ¢ 1 Pet.v.8. < Rev.xx. 2.
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(2.) HE is armed with malice ; heis an in-
veterate enemy to God, and all his creatures.
'Thus as a r:aring lion he walketh about, fecking
whom be may devour f.  He would doubtlefs be
glad, if we can fuppofe a {pirit in the utmoft
torment, to be capable of any kind of joy, I
fay, if any thing could give him any pleafure,
it would be, to fee God dethroned, and the
whole creation deftroyed. Again,

(3.) He is armed with policy. On this ac-
count the apoftle fays to the Epbefians, Put on
the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to
Srand againft the wiles of the devile. And fo
in the epiftle to the Corznthians, he is repre-
fented as having blinded the minds of them which
believe not®.  He is not only a powerful enemy,
and fo compared, asyou have heard, to @ 7oar-
zng lion, but a fubtle one too, and thus he is
compared to a ferpent which lies in wait to de-
ceive, ‘The apoftle fays, we are not ignorant
of bis devices® : by which he fignifies that he
is an artful adverfary, and that he makes ufe
of all poffible firatagems to deceive poor fouls.
And he is the better fitted for this, as in the
next place,

(4.) He isarmed with experience. He hath
not been the grand deceiver of mankind, down
from his firft fatal attempt upon our firft pa-
rents until now, without vaft improvements in
this wicked and deftrutive work. Every day
increafes his experience, and every finner he

tempts
frPet.v. 8 & Ephviinr, Rz2Corniv.a. ! Chap.ii 11,
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tempts furnithes him with more knowledge
how to fuit his baits to the various conftitutions
and circumftances of men, If one fnare will
not do, he will try another. And remember
withal that heis an inceffant enemy, who con-
tinually goes about endeavouring to do mifchief.
Thus this cruel adverfary is juftly faid to be
armed, as heis armed with ftrength, with ma-
lice, policy, and experience. '

AND is he fo ? To applyit as we go along,
then from hence we may learn, how unequal
a match we are, in ourfelves, for him. The
ftrongeft faint, as well as the moft daring and
{elf-fufficient finner, is in himfelf as nothing
before him. Know we not in ourfelves how
to think a good thought, how much lefs then,
to encounter {o crafty and potent an enemy ?
Is it not a piece of the higheft prefumption,
for any of us to enter the lifts with him in our
own ftrength? This, let me tell you, is one
of the ftrong holds of Sazan : if he can per-
fwade the foul that he is equal to the combat
in hisown ftrength, then it 1s that he is almoft
fure of vifory. Let us then, as this is our
duty, nay, and let me add, our privilege too,
when we are tempted, look unto Fefus wha
only can fecure us. But,

II. TuE nextthing obfervable in our text,
is the miferable ftate of a finner before con-
verfion; the [frong man armed keepeth bis palace,

or reigns in his {foul : he takes up his refidence
there,
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there, as a king ; doth his pleafure, all things
go according to his will ; he rules as lord, and
reigns without controul in the heart, till it is re-
newed by divine grace. It is obfervable, that
it is not only faid that he dwells there, as iz bis
palace, but he Zeeps it, he keeps it to himfelf,
God and Clhriff fhall not have the leaft room
there; no, Sazan will have it all ; he Zeeps bis
Dalace, or the foul of the finner from every
thing that is good, and, as far as he is permitted,
fills it with every thing that hath a tendency to
procure its ruin. ‘Thus he fkeeps bis palace.
And I perfwade myfelf, I need not go about
to thew you, that, while this is the cafe, the
foul muft needs be miferable. For can a per-
fon be otherwife than miferable, who is a flave
to the worit of tyrants? Are we ready to fay,
and with the greateft reafon, that the condition
or ftate, even of a private perfon, that is in
fubjection to a cruel tyrant, is miferable? How
much more muft that foul be fo, who is un-
der the bondage of fin and Safan 2 An earthly
tyrant, at the worft, can only kill the body;
but this enemy levels his greaeft force
againft the foul. He is not content with
bringing the finner often into fhame and po-
verty here; but nothing lefs than everlafting
deftruction hereafter, will fatisfy this cruel ad-
verfary. Death you know puts an end to all
the malicious purfuits of other enemics ; and
this to a2 good man, when under the moft fen-
fible ill ufage he can meet with in this world,

i5
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is a very quieting confideration, that he fhall
meet with a fecure retreat in the grave whi-
ther he is haftening ; for zhere, as ‘fob {peaks,
the awicked ceafe from troubling : and there the
weary are at reft *.  Butalas! whenamanis a
flave to Sazan, unlefs grace prevent, the refult
will be fuch horror and mifery as are beyond
all defcription, and of which the heart of man
can form no proper conception. Thus you
fee in how miferable a ftate and condition that
man is, whofe foul is zbe palace of the devil.
It is without doubt abundantly more deplorable,
than for a perfon to be bodily pofieffed by that
mifchievous and mighty adverfary. The cafe
that we have in our context, before our Lord
adminiftred help to the poor creature, was not
by a thoufandth part fo fad, asis the condi-
tion of every unregenerate foul ; for that was
only an unhappinefs, involving no crime or
guilt in it; whereas guilt is infeparable, where
Satar has the pofieflion of the foul. Again,
in the one, Safan’s principal influence is on the
members of the body; in the other, the facul-
ties of the foul are under his dire&ion, and
abufed at his pleafure. Thus miferable is the
cafe of thofe who are willing flaves to fin and

Satan, in whofe fouls he %ecps bis palace.
AnD is it fo then? how natural is it from
hence to infer, the grand miftake of thofe,
who from their being in eafy circumftances,
though utter firangers to the grace of Geod, con-
cude

k Job it 17.
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clude they are really happy? It is true, as to
this world, perhaps, they may have more than
heart could wifh: though this rarely happens, for
riches, astheyare inthem{clves uncertain, {fothey
are in theu enjoyment unfatisfying. But, I fay,
admit they muy look upon themfelves as com-
pleatly happy, or let this be the judgment of
others concerning them, vet, if this is the true
{tate of their cqfe that the flrong man armed
keeps bis palace in their Jou!s, they are of all per-
fons the moft miferable. Which leads us to
the next thing I propofed to confider in the
words, to Wlt,

IIl. Tue aggravating circumftance that
heightens, nay, may we not fay, compleats
their mifery, namely, their fatal fccurny while
in this fad condition, their geods are in peace,
their {ouls are cq.fy and calm, as if all were
rightand well.  They have peaee indeed, fuch
an onc as it is; not that peace of con,fczence that
paffeth all u'zdsr/"’arzdmg which is the refult of
an intereft in pardoning love ; no, their peace
15 merely external, ungrounded confidence,
arifing, either, from a want of thought, or
elfe from wrong netions of God himfelf; as,
that he is all mercy, and has little or no re-
card to juftice, or that they ftand upon very
0food terms with him, fince they are fuch as
are commonly called morally honeft, and good
natured men. Thus thev hug themfelves in a

falfe peace, few pillows of deceit under their
Bb own
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own elbows!, and fay, as the fool in the gofpel,
Sozl, thou baft much goods laid up for many years
take thine eafe, cat, drink,and be merry™. And
obferve it, while this is the cafe, Satancareth not
how little he difturbs them. He is well enough
contented, o he may but %ecp the palace, what-
ever the foul may think of it; becaufe he knows
what will be the fatal confequence of it in the
end, unlefs grace prevent. And is not this 2
moft melancholycondition indeed : What! Sataz
keep the palaoce, or reign lord {upreme in my
heart, and yet I as eafy as if Chrif had fet up
his throne there! Should we not fay concern-
ing a perfon intoxicated with liquor, or in a
dead fleep in the midft of fames, alas! poor
creature, he doth not know his own danger?
Why, let me tell you, and it is enough to
make every unregenerate foul tremble, this is
but a faint refemblance of the real mifery of
poor finners. Should we be eafy in the paws
of a furious wild beaft? And fhall we then be
calm and unaffected while our fouls are under
the power of Saran, that favage and devouring
lion? This is 2 moft melancholy cafe indeed !
1 know no more how to fet forth the danger
and mifery of fuch a condition, than I know
how to paint all the glories of the heavenly
ftate. The Lord grant that what I have faid
of it may not prove without its ufe, if there
fhould be any here, of whom it maybe faid

they

1 Ezek, xiii, 18. m Luke xii. 19.
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they lie as it were faft afleep upon the very brink
of hell. But to apply this to ourfelves,

I. Was this once the cafe of all of us?
that is, did we, whilft in an unconverted ftate,
hug our chains, reft ealy and fatisfied with our
bondage, without either confidering or regard-
ing the confequences of it ? what an humbling
confideration fhould this be  how may this con-
vince us of our natural blindnefs and ftupidity ?
O let us frequently remember tbe rock from
whence we were bewn, and the bole of the pit from
whence we were digged, in order to keep us
low in our own eyes and efteem, and to raife
our thoughts and apprehenfions of rich and
fovereign grace ! But then,

2. SuouLrD there be any here, who juft
begin to be bleft with fome glimmerings of
light, fo that they are convinced that their
ftate as finners, is the moft deplorable in the
world, why, what fhall we fay to fuch,
but as it was faid in another cafe, Loook to Chriff
for ftrength to enable you to efcape for your lves,
to flee from the flavery of fin and Safan, into
the glorious liberty of the children of God ?
That is, pray earneftly for the Spirit of God
to lead you to Chrift, and f the Son flall make
you free, ye fhall be free indeed°. And give
me leave to fay, if you have peace fpoken
to you any other way, but as interefted in
Chrift, or as juftified through his righteouf-
nefs, unlefs grace prevent, it will iffue in no-

Bb 2 thing,

n Gen. Xix, 17. © John viii. 36.
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thing, but weeping, and wailing, and gnafbing
of teetb But,

1V. T uE next thing rcmarkable in our text,
1s the account we have of our dear Redeemer,
as one who is flronger than this flrong man
armied. As we are told there is a roaring lion,
walking about feeking <wlom be may a’e‘vour fo
likewife we are informed. that there is zbe Jion of
the tribe of “fudab®, who is. flrenger thar be,
and who is mighty fo fave. And that,

1. As he is the wwoff bigh God. In this
view, the devils are as nothing before him. He
holds the end of the chain with which they
are bound, and can reftrain or enlarge their
power at his pleafure. As he was the creator
of zall things, fo he not only made all the an-
gels in heaven and devils in hell, but he hath
thein all under his abfolute command, and
can do with them what he pleafes. Thus
he 1is flronger than this flrong man armed.
Again,

2. He is fo, when we confider him as our
Mediator and ﬁuetv. As he is King in Zion,
fo he is far above all principality, and power,
and might, ond dominion, and every name, that
75 nmzed not only in this world, but alfo in that
avhich s 2o come 8. It is true, he for wife ends,
permits Satan to {et up his ﬁrong holds in the
hearts even of his own children; yet he can
at his pleafure difpcflefs him. As cunning,

as

P Reve v, 3. 9 Eph. t, 2.
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as malicious, and as powerful as our great enemy
is; yet, it is our comfort, thatin all things our
blefled Tefus is above him. And is he thug
ftronger than the ftrong man armed ¢ Then,

1.) WuaT high thoughts thould we enter-
tain of our dear Lord ? Let us not only view
him as our Surety, bat as our Maker, our
Lord and Governor, and fo be filied with aw-
ful apprehenfions of his Majefty. Again,

(2.) WHATacomfortingcanfideration thould
this be to thofe who are followed with tempta-
tions ? To wham fhould they look, but to Fefis
who is above this ffrong man, and can reflrain
his attempts on his people, when, and how he
pleafes? Butthen,

V. Anp laftly, we have here an account of
the method, in which this lionz of the tribe of
Fudab fabdues, and dethrones the old ferpent
the devil, and drives him out of the hearts of
his people.

1. It is faid; ke will come upon bim and
avercome Lim. And this he did, if we refer it
to the atonement which he made to divine juf-
tice, upon the account of finners, in order to
redeem them from the courfe of the law, and
tize wrath of God ; for there is therefore now no
condemnation to them who are in Chrift Sefus.
And, fays the fame apoftle, baving blotted out the
band-writing of ordinances that was againf? us,
whichwas contrary to us, be tock it out of the way,

Bb 3 naile

* Rom. viii. 1.
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natling 1£ tobis crofs : and baving fpoiled princi-
palities and powers, be made a fFew of them openly,
trinmphing over themin it . This he did, I fay,
as by one oitering he paid their debt, and ref-
cued them from impending vengeance. Thus,
according to that antient promife, zhe feed of the
wornan bruifed the bead of the ferpent. Satan per-
haps thought all was fure, upon the fall of man,
that he had fully accomplifhed his defign : but
he finds himfelf miftaken with refpe&t to the
ele®. Chrift comes upon bim and overcomes bim,
by pouring out bis own foul unto death, and mak-
ing it an offering for their fins. And as the re-
fult of this,

3. HeE defpoils Safan of all his armour ; le
takes from bim all bis armour wherein be trufled.
That is, having come wpon bim and overcome
him, by working out a compleat falvation by his
fatisfaction for his people ; when, in confequence
of this, the appointed time comes, the day
of their being brought heme to God, he de-
thrones Safan as to his dominion in their fouls:
and this he doth, not only by reftraining and
preventing the effects of his malice and power,
but by the continual communications of grace
and firength, by which the believer is enabled
to overcome him. Thus if you refer it to Sa-
tan, Chriff takes away his armour. Bat if we
fhould apply this, (as I do not fee any reafon
why we may not) to finners themfelves, the
meaning is this : He takes away their armour

n
s Col. il, 14, 35,
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in which they trufted. Thatis, he thews them
the vanity of their former confidence,and, inftead
of fuffering them to lean on their own righteouf-
nefs, as in time paft, he leads them to himfels, as
the only obje of their truft, and foundation of
their comfort. Thus he takes away their armour
wherein they truffed. 'That which before was
gain to the fouls of men, now they count as
lofs. They are brought to look upon them-
felves as deftitute of every other refuge, fave
what they find in %efus Chriff. And then,

. Hz divideth bis fpoils. Chriff juitly
takes the triumphs of the victory to him-
felf, the {poils of principalities and powers,
of which he makes an open fhew; he
divides them in a proper proportion among
victorious believers. And, according to the
other view alfo, with refpe& to gracious con-
verts, having ftripped them of all their for-
mer confidence, he beftows on them fuch
graces as are the blefled fruits and effects of
the victory. In one word, juft as the general
of an army, after the battle is over, and a con-
queft is gained, diftributes the {poils among the
viCtorious foldiers ; fo our Lord Tfefies the great
Captain of our falvation, having taken away all
Satan’s {oul-deftroying armour, gives to the foul
fome fpecial tokens of its intereft in this blefled
vitory. And having by his {pirit dethroned
Satan, he fets up his own kingdom in the hearts
of his people. From the whole we may infer,

Bb 4 (1,) TaaT
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(1.} TuaTifit wmult be a fronger than the
Srcig taan armed that muft come upon bim, in
o;du to his being overcome ; then, how plain
is it, that in the converfionof a finner there muft
be a divine power exerted? It isa piece of the
higheft folly and prefumption, for any of us to

]unk that we can change our own hearts, or
dethrone Sazar by our refolutlons, our reafon-
ings, the performance of duty, or the like.
No it is nothing but the power of him who
s 'ﬂmwhty that can effect it, It muft be one
thet s [lrcnger than Satan himfelf that can do
this. And who is that, but the Lord of hea-
ven an earth ? Again,

(2.) Havr anyofus felt the power of God’s
grace in the removing Satan from the throne he
had fet up in our hearts? This is furely a com-
fortuble evidence that Clri#t bath taken freom
bim clf brs ormour, {o as that he fhall never be
able to do us any final damage. If this be
our cafe, O how highly are we privileged !
under what obligations are we to love and re-
joice in our Ged! O Low folicitous fhould we
be to be the meft thankful and fruitful of all

crfons in the world ! Should we not look back
1o FO’W‘, and confider from whence we have
been delivered ? Bclicve me, the tyranny of
this Odveuary is a thoufand times worfe than
Egyptian bondag And have we obtained
a delwerance fxom it ? is this the happy cafe
of any of us? fhould not then the high praifes of

God dwell upon our hearts? And
(3-) AnD
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(3.) Anp laftly, is not this a fufficient en-
couragement for us to wait upon the Lord, and
believe, that as he hath thus far delivered, {o
he will go on to deliver? It is furely our duty,
and privilege, under the remains of indwelling
corruption, and the temptations of Satan, to
look unto Fefiss, who will bruife him ftill more
under our feet, and will do it fhertly.  He has
engaged, in the end, to male his people moic
than conguerors. ‘T'o whom then fhouid we
have recourfe, on all occafions of danger, but
to him who knows how to reftrain the power
of this outrageous and malicious enemy, or to
adminifter proper fupport, whenwc are affault-
ed by him ? Remember he is fronger than the
flrong man armed. And though, attimes, Sa-
tan preflesvery hard upon us, and, God knows,
too often gains the viftory, yet, as our dear
Redeemer can bring good out of the worft of
evils, {o remember he hath told us, that </
things thall work togetber for good to them that
love God, to them awho arc the called according

Zo bis purpefe .

¢t Rom. viii. 28.

S E R«



SERMON XX.

The nature and privileges of adoption.

‘The laft fermon the author preached at his
own meeting-place, in Goodman’s-fields,

GALATIANS 1v. 6.

And becaufe ye are fons, God bath fent forth the
Spirit of bis Som into your bearts, crying,
Lbba, Fatber.

PRI HE great defign of the holy Ghoft in
el T B2 in this epiftle was, you know, to re-
Poreests lieve the churches of Galazia from
" the burdenfome yoke of the ceremo-
nial law, whichwas impofed on them by {ome
of the judaizing teachers of thofe times, as
neceflary, together with the gofpel, to falva-
tion. Chriftianity having fpread itfelf, by the
miniftry of the apoftle Pax/, to this part of
the
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the world, Safan, the great adverfary of fouls,
threw in his tares with the feed of the word,
exciting fome, under a profeflion of religion,
to invade the glorious liberty of the gofpel ;
and, as a fan&ion to their impious conduct, to
abufe the names of Peter, “fames, and other
apoftles, by whofe authority and commifiion
they pretended to act, when they endeavoured
to engage the churches to continte the practice
of circumcifion, and other rites of the legal
difpenfation. And as perfons corrupted in prin-
ciple very rarely confine themfelves to truth,
or decency, they reproach the great apoftle of
the Gentiles, as a man of unreafonable fingu-
larity, and of a dying reputation in the church
of Chrifi. Now to remove thefe falfe afperfions,
and vindicate his character from fo unjuft a
charge, the apoftle, under the fpecial direction
of the infallible Guide, writes to them, expref-
fing his wonder, that they, of all others, ﬂlould
be fo foon turned Qﬁdc, before whofe eyes G
Jus Chrift had been evidently fet f Sforth, crucgﬁed
among them 2, Upon which, in the ‘three firft
chapters of this epiftle, he fets himfelf to un-
deceive them, by afluring them that Chr4/2 had
abolithed the whole legal difpenfation, which
was but a_fbadow of good things to come. And
having obferved, that as many of them as bad
been baptized into Chrift had pur on Chrift? :
he then fhews them that there was no differ-
ence, inGod’s account, whetber they were 7ews
or

2 Gal, iii, 1. b Ver. 27,
4
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or Greeks, bond or free, male or female; for they
were all members of the fame body, and united
to the fame perfon, as their head, even Fefus
Chriff. Upon which he argues, that ¢ they
were Chrift’s, then were they Abraham’s feed,
and beirs according to the promifec. In the
chaptier before ns he confiders the ftate of the
church, antecedent to the coming of Chrif2, as
that of an heir or child undei age; and ob-
ferves, that the heir, as long as bhe is a child,
differcth notbing from a fervant, though, in right,
be be lord of all, being in his nonage, and under
tutoirs and governours, until the time appointed of
the Fatber. Ewven [0 {ays he we, Jews, when we
were children, werein bondage under the elements,
or in {fubjetionto the ordinancesand inflitutions,
of the world. But when the fulnefs of the time was
come, God fent forth bis Son, made of a woman,
and of the feed of .4brabam, according to the
promile, made under the law ; that by his obe-
dience to it, he might redeem them that were
under the law, that we might receive the adoption
of fons®. We are all by nature defirous of be-
ing. under the law as a covenant, but Chrif?
having fulfilled it, we now receive the adoptiorn
of clildren; which invaluable privilege, toge-
ther with our intereft in it, is proved in that, de-
caufe we are fons, God bath fent forth the Spirit
of bis Son into our bearts, crying, Abba, Fatben,
In the confideration of which words I fhall,

I. ENa~

¢ Gal, iii. 28, 2q. ¢ Chap. ive J,—5.
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I. EnqQuRE into the meaning of the term
that is here applied to the people of God 5
they are called fons.

1Y, T smarL endeavour to fhew you, that
all fuch either have, or fhall have, zfe Spi-
rit of Jefus Chrift fent zuto their bearts.

III. TREAT this privilege, & a fruit of
their adoption or fonfhip; — becaufe ye are
fons 5 therefore, or being fons of God,
God bath fent forth the Spirit of bis Sou into
your bearts, And then,

1V. Consiper the Spirit as an interceflor
within them, ¢rying, in the language of
adoption, Abba, Father.

I. I secin with the meaning of the term
applied here to the faints ; they are ftiled fous ;
a word peculiarly fignificative of the diftin-
guifhing and ineftimable privilege of God’s
chofen people. And this term very plainly
unplies,

1. LIBERTY, In oppofition to bondage.
They are called fons, and not fervants.

As God is the great parent of the whole
creation, and efpecially the Father of the {pi-
rits of all flefh, he hath a fovereign, indifpen-
fable rizht, at his pleafure, to command us as
his fervants: but then this firvice, in a flate
of innocency, would be perfe& freedom. So
that though Adam in paradife was a fervant,

yet

4



382 The nature, aid

yet at the fame time he was the fon of God®.
And the angels themf{elves, in all the heights
of happinefs and glory they enjoy, are repre-
fented as miniftring {pirits, and the faints not
only ferve God in this world, but will do fo,
day and night, throughout the endlefs ages of
eternity, in his temple above. But this fervice
is fo far from debafing them, that it exalts them
to the higheft dignity, as it is attended with a
fpecial intereft in the favour of that God whom
they ferve; and every a&t of homage and obe-
dience will be juftly efteemed the glorious pri-
vilege of him that pays it, as well as the un-
doubted right of God who receivesit. So that
this fervice of ours, being founded in our rela-
tion to God as creatures, is confirmed, and by
no means deftroyed, by our relation to him as
children, But as we have all forfeited our in-
tereft in God as a Father and Creator, by our
apoftacy ; fo we have enflaved ourfelves, and
are become fervants of fin and Sazan. Which
thraldom we are only delivered from, as we
are the fons of God. The great author of
our liberty is the Lord Fefus Chrif}, the great
Captain of our falvation, zhe lion of the tribe
of Judah ; and to this office he was anointed
and commiffioned by his Father, agreeable to
that well known pafiage in the prophecy of
Hfaiah, The Spirit of the Lord Ged is upon me,
becaufé the Lord bath anvinted me to preach good
2ydings unto the meek; be bath fent me to bind

xp

€ Luke iii. 38.
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up the broken bearted, to proclain: liberty to the
captives, and the opening of the prifon to thene
that are boundf. 'The way in which he pro-
cured it, was by a voluntary fufception of our
debt, whereby he became bound to divine juf-
tice, to anfwer for our offences; and thus,
by his own death, deffroying him that bad the
power of death, be is the author of a glorious
liberty to every foul that flees for refuge to hime.
There being now 0 condemnation to the chil-
dren of God?, Safan can have no power to de-
firoy them, though he may difturb their peace.
The glorious inftrument that conveys this li-
berty to the foul, is the Spirit of Chriff, fent
forth by the Father to all the heirs of falva-
tion. Thus we are told, wbhere the Spirit of
the Lord is, there is liberty’. Before conver-
fion, the man may be terrified by the threat-
nings of the law, and too often afterwards,
may for a feafon, thro’ the prevalence of un-
belief, be led into bondage; but when the Spi-
rit comes, and reveals ChrZ/Z to him as the hope
of his glory, he is introduced into the glorious
liberty of the children of God. To this pur-
pofe you find the apoftle {peaking, For ye bave
not received the Spirit of bondage again to fear :
but ye bave received the [pirit of adoption,
whereby we cry, Abba, Father*k.
2. THIs term implies the nearnefs of their
relation to God. They are not only regarded
by

 Hai. Ixi. 1. & Heb.ii.14. ® Rom,viii. 1. ! 2 Cor.
i 17, * Rom. viii, 135.
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by him as if they were his children, but he is
indeed their Father. This you know is a ti-
tle frequently given to God in fcripture.  And
I think our Lord gives us the fum of it, where
he fays to Mary, Go to my brethren, end foy
unto them, I afcend unto my Fatber, and your
Father, and to my God, and ycrr God!. A
paflage that has been full of comfort to his peo-
ple in all generations. ‘This relation, as it is
near, and intimate, fo being founded in the fo-
vereign grace of God, it is indiffoluble ; for
whom the Lord loves once as a child, Le will
love, and delight in to the end: And #zbe
Strength of Iracl will not lic, nor repent; for
be is not @ man, that ke flould repent ™. 'This
fuppofes him to be reconciled to us in his Son,
for otherwife he is our encimy, and not our
Father. Again,

3. Turs implies an intimacy of commu-
nion, or familiar converfe. It is not thought
proper indeed by prudent earthly parents, to
indulge their childrenwith too great an intimacy
with their fecrets, while they are in their non-
age, or to let them khow how much they love
them : and {fo our heavenly Father doth not
always {ee it good, that we {hould dwell in his
{miles, and enjoy the unclouded view of what
he has provided for us, But as we grow up
in Chrift our head, we fhall find nearer accefs
unto God as our Father, Of this our Lord
gives us an iatinzation, in that condefcending

{peech

! John xx. 1. m 1 Sam. xv. 29.
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fpeech of his to his difciples, Henceforto I cali
ou 7ot fervants, for the fevant kuowets not what
bis Lord doth, but T have called you friends : for
all things that I have beard of my Fatier, I bave
mnade known unto yor: . Compare this with that
paflage in one of [fobn’s epiftles, That which
we bave [een and beard, declare we unto you,
that ye alfo may bave ﬂ//owjbzp with us: and
truly our fellow/lip is with the Fatber, and <with
bis for Jefus Chrifte. And upon this account
the author of the epif’cle to the Hebrews {peaks
of bawving boldnefs to enter into the bolieft by the
blood of Jefuse, Should it be enquired what
this converfe or communion with God 1s, we
muft anfwer in general, that 1t is better fele
than exprefled. And Ithink the beft way of
conceiving of it is, to confider the foul as
led forth by the fpirit of Chrz/2, in the exer-
cife of faith and prayer, to God as its Father,
and meeting with a gracious anfwer, whereby
it is filled with joy anfpeakable and full of glory.
It is, in a word, God’s filling the fpiritual de-
fires that he puts into the hearts of his people,
with himfelf. Thus he lets them know the
greatnefs of his love to them, and the defigns
of his grace, which are to be accomplithed
when they come to glory. Bat then,

4. TH1s farther implies a right to an inhe-
ritance, INow the inheritance that God be-
ftows on his people, is himfelf. Thus you
know he revealed himifelf to Abrabam ; Fear

not

n John xv. t5. ° léohn’ i. 3. P Heb. x. 19.
c
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not, Abram: Iam thy [bield, and thy excecding
great rewards : and in the verfe following
my text the apoftle adds, Wherefore thou art
no more a fervant, but a fon ; and if a fon, then
an beir of God, through Chrift. By this we
are not'to underftand an enjoyment of his per-
fections, but a pofleflion of all that good in,
and from the fountain of goodnefs, that we are
capable of enjoying. INow ourright to this,
is antecedent to the enjoyment of it. We are
heirs when under age. Thus the apoftle
{peaks —The [pirit itfelf beareth witnefs with
our Spirit, that we are the children of God.
And if children, then beirs, beirs of God, and
Joint beirs withChrift: if fo be that we fuffer with
him, that wve may alfo be glorified together .
"That is, Chriff, as our head and fore-runner,
hath taken pofifeflion of the inheritance for us,
and the very fame inheritance that he enjoys
we fhall, in our meafure, be admitted to, fince
we are to be glorified together. And he will
confer the fame kind of glory upon his chofen,
that he hath received from his Father himfelf.
This he declares expreflly in his addrefs to the
Father, And the glory which thou gave/? me, I
bave given them®. The beginning of this, or
the firft fruits, we have now, we have joy
and peace in believing : but the full poffeffion
1s in reverfion for us. ‘Thusthen I have con-
fidered the general meaning of the term fons,
as {uppofing a perfect freedom, in oppofition

te

9 Gen. xv. 1. * Rom. viii. 16, 17. * John xvii, 22.
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to bondage, a near and indifioluble relation,

intimate communion, and a right to the in-
heritance of our God and Father.

II. \WWE are now to {hew you that all thofe
who are fozzs, in this fenfe, either have, or fhall
have Chrzff’s Spirit fent into their hearts. Asto
thofe of God’s chofen, who are not yet called,
the great ground of their fecurity lies in this,
that tbe Lord knoweth thewns that are bist : and
he can fend his Spirit into their hearts, at his
pleafure. But as to thofe who call themfelves
his children, the <reat criterion of fonthip, is
the inhabitation of the Spirit: agreeable to
thefe paffages in the epiftle to the Romans ;
Jor as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they
are the fons of God®. But ye are not in the
flefb, but in the Spirit, if fo be that the Spirit
of God dwell in you. Now if any man bave
7ot the Spirit of Chrift, be 7s none of bisv. It
is obfervable that the Spirit is faid to be fent
forth into their hearts ; by which, Iapprehend,
we are to underftand not only, that the under-
ftanding is enlightened, but the will fubdued,
and the whole foul brought into fubje&ion to
Chriff. For he is fent as the Spirit of Chriff,
to take of his, and fthew it to the poor necef-
fitous foul. After he hath convinced a man
of fin, his great office is to reveal a righteouf-
nefs for his refuge and comfort. This you
know was all along promifed as a blefling of
Cc 2 the

t 2 Tim. ii. 19. * Rom, viii, 1{. ¥ Ver.q.
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the covenant of grace, in the old teftament:
and we are told by our Lord exprefily in the
new, that except a man be born of water, and
of the Spirit, be cannot enter in the kingdom of
God *.

THE neceflity of which, is not to juftify
us in the fight of God, or to give a right to
his favour, but to deitroy the enmity of the
carnal mind againft God, and to root out our
pride and felf-confidence ; to lead us to Chrif,
and make us meet for the inheritance of the
faints in light. And then we may obferve,
that he is fent as a gift of grace from God
as our Father; by which we are not to un-
derftand, that before he is fent, he is not pre-
fent with the foul, for as he is one with the
Father and Son, he fills all places with his pre-
fence. But it is to underftood of his efficaci-
ous operatiens, whereby the foul receives a new
principle, becomes alive unto God, and full of
love to the Redeemer. Which leads us,

II1. To confider that the Spirit, as fent forth
by the Lord into the hearts of his children, is
the confequence or refult of their adoption, be-
caufe ye are fons, &c. For the better under-
ftanding of which it will be neceflary to pre-
mife two things.

1. Arv the gifts of God, and the bleflings
of the covenant of grace, and fo, as one of the

principal of them, the influences of the Spirit,
are

x John 1ii. 5.
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are free and fovereign on his part, and unde-
{ferved on ours. This truth hath been received,
and humbly acknowledged by the people of
God in everyage; and the man that difputes it,
declares but too evidently his ignorance of him-
felf, and the defert of his iniquities. If we
look into ourfelves, view the plague of our
hearts, and refle on our condu&, as perverfe
and rebellious, which is the cafe of the beft
of us, one would think it would even force an
acknowledgment of our unworthinefs, and
oblige us to own that we are indebted to di-
vine grace, for every blefling, whether of the up-
per or the nether {pings. But as an additional
confirmation of this, to leave thofe that deny
it without excufe, we find it fo often incul-
cated in the word of God, that he that runs
may read it. ‘Thus as to our eletion in Chrz/f#f
from beforethe foundationof the world, our Lord
fays, 2o bave not chofen me, but I bave chofer
you . And therefore we ke bim; becaufe
be firft loved usz. As to our redemption, or
falvation the apoftle fays, By grace are ye Javed,
through jfaith, and that not. of yourfelves; it s
the zft of God». And as faith in Ch#i/? is the
nr:ft of God, fo we are told of our Lord, that
bim bath God exalted <with bis right band to be a
Prince_a Saviour, for to give repentance to I~
rael, and forgwmds of fins®, Astoour accept-
ance and adoption, we are faid to be Juftified

Cc 3 freely

¥ John xv. 16. 2 1 Johmiv. zg. * Eph,ii. 8. *» As
v. 31.
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Jreely by bis grace, through. the redemption that
zs in Jefus Chrift: And, to as many as re-
ceived bim, to them gave be power to become the
Jous of God, even to them that believe on bis
name Y. And again, as to our {piritual know-
ledge. to us it us given to know the myfiery of
the kingdom of Gode. And to add no more,
as to eternal life, we are aflured that though,
the wages of fin is death, yet, the gift of God
is eternal life, through Yelus Chiijf our Lordf :
And our Lord fays of his theep, I give unts
thern eierial life, and they fhall ncver perifh,
ncither fhall any pluck them out of iny hand s.
'T hus you. fee all thofe fpiritual bleflings which
we buve in hand, and all that glorious re-
ward that we Lave in hope, are derived to us
iioa way of uandeferved favour.  And it can
2 no utherwile, as we are fallen from our flate
of integrity, and are under the curfe of the
law that we have broken. But,

2. ¥ ou are further to take notice, that all
thefe gifts of God are beftowed on us, as we
ftand in the relation of childen, cr as he is
reconciled to us in Chriff. He is his God and
Father, and {o our God and Father. This
raturally arifes from comparing what we
cbferved under the former head, that we
are guilty before him, and the difcovery God
hath made of himfelf to us in his word, as
being of purer eyes than to bebold evil®, and

that

© Rom. iii. 24. d Johni. rz2. ¢ Markiv. r1.
f Rom. vi, 23. £ John x. 28. b Hab. i 13,
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that will by no means clear the guslty’, is founded
in his very nature: and he muft deny himfelf,
before he can ceafe to will to punith fin.
Nay his people, being in themf{clves finners,
are, under that view, fubje& to his wrath, and
and can inherit no blefling from him. For
it muft be a dire& contradiction, to fuppofe,
that, in the fame fenfe, God wills to punifh,
or which is the fame thing, to curfe, and to
blefs the fame perfon, under the fame confi-
deration. As finners, therefore, we have for-
feited his favour, loft our title to the common
mercies of life, And we are entitled to his
favourable regard, only as wafhed in- the blood
of Fefus, or as accepted in him.

THE mofl material objeCion againft this is
founded in fuch paflages as that, wherein it is
faid, God commendeth bis love towards us, in
that, while we were yet_finners, Chrift, died for
us*, But I think it is very eafy to reply to
this, that the children of God were in this
flate before their converfion ; and moreover,
that the fame perfons may be very juftly
viewed under a twofold chara&er, or in a
twofold relation. None I believe will difpute,
that have tafted of the grace of God, whe-
ther the fame perfons may not be related to
Adam as their firft head, and to Chriff as their
fecond head, as the apoftle exprefily afierts,
that as we bave borne the image of the earthly,
awe [hall alfo bear the image of the beavenly .

Cc 4 Now

! Exod. xxxiv. 7. ¥ Rem.v. 8. ! 1 Cor. xv. 49.
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Now in Adam, or confidered in our relation
to him, the very eleCt themfelves, the chofen
of God and precious, are ungodly ; and God
commendeth his love towards us in {ending
his fon to fave fuch loft creatures. But then
again, conﬁder the fame perfons in their rela-
tion to C/Jm/z’ ic fecond Adam, and they are
compleat in him, comely with his comelinefs
put upon them, and therefore accepted of God,
and 1n that relation made- heirs of the bleflings
of the covenant of grace. For out of Chrif?
CGod isa confuming fire to cvery finner. Thefe
things being premifed, let us now confider the
Spnlt of Cly 7/f, being fent into our hearts, as
the fruit of adoption.  Becaufe ye are fons, be
bath fent forth the Spirit of bis Son into your
hearts, & ¢, By which youarenottounderftand,

(1.) THAT becaufe you have the tempers
and di{pofitions, and are enabled in fome mea-
fure to pay to God the obedience of children,
therefore he hath fent his Spirit into your
hearts. Were this the cafe, this part of our falva-
tion would be of works, and not of grace, and
would oppofe what we have eftablifhed, that all
the bleflings of the covenant of grace are fove-
reign, undeferved gifts. IFor then, thefe might
be cxpecled as of debt, and not of favour. Be-
fides, were we brought into fubjection to
Ctrif, by our own might, or power, or refolu-
tion, and could renew and fan&ify ourfelves,
what need would there be for this blefling? But
to let you {fce how contrary this notion is to the

mind
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mind of the holy Spirit, I fhall turn you to
feveral paflfages, from which I hope to make
it evident, that our obedience to God, as chil-
dren, is not the fpring, but the confequence
of our receiving the Spirit of adoption. Sec
to this purpofe that paflage in the prophecy
of Ezekiel, where itis faid, Then will 1 [prinkle
clean water wupon you, and ye fball be clean ™.
Well, left the people thould affume the ho-
nour of this privilege unto themfelves, or at-
tribute it to any worthinefs or righteouf{nefs of
their own, God fays to them, I d> mot this
Jor your fakes, O houfe of Ilrael, but for mine
holy name’s fake®, And this is repeated again,
INot _for your fakes do I this, faith the Lord God,
be it known unto you : be afbamed and confounded
Jor your own ways, O boufe of Ifracle. And
therefore you find that the Spirit is firft to be
poured forth, before we fhall /lok on bim
whom we bave pizrced by our iniquities,
and mourn. And this is confirmed by our
Lord, when fpeaking of the holy Spirit, the
Comforter, he firft promifes his difciples, 7
will fend bim wunto yox, and then he adds,
And avhen be is come, be. will reprove the
world of fin, and of righteoufnefs, and of judg-
ment ?,  And to let us know that we cannot
deferve this favour from - the Lord, the Spirit
is faid to be givern unto ust, and it is faid
alfo, that zbe fruit of the Spirit is in all good-
e
m Ezek. xxxvi.25. » Ver.22. ° Ver. 32, P John xvi.
7> & 9 Rom. v. s.
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nefs, and righteoufnefs, and truth*. From all
which it is very evident, that the Spirit of
God is given us to excite gofpel-obedience in us,
and not becaufe of any worthinefs in us: for
before he comes, we are difobedient children.
Nor,

(2.) ArEe we hereby to underftand that our re-
lation toGod, isthe meritorious, deferving caule
of thegift of the Spirit. For though there isa
great deal of honour and glory attending this
relation, yet we are indebted to Chrif2, our elder
brother, for the whole that we enjoy. It is
he that deferved it, by dying; and fo, as the
reward of his fufferings, he recezved gifts for
men ;5 yea, for the rebellious alfo, that the Lord
God might dwell among thems. And it is in him
only that God is reconciled unto us, and thro’
whom we regain our title to his favour, and to
all the bleflings we receive from him. But,

(3 ) HErEBY, as I apprehend, the holy
Ghott intends, that in our relation to God as
children, as an additional blefling, confequent
upon our adoption, we have the Spirit fent
down into our hearts. God having fixed an
inviolable conneétion, between our adoption
and our fan&ification. As he hath given it to
us to be heirs of himfelf, and joint heirs with
his Son, {fo the fame {pirit that eminently
dwe't in him as Mediator, 1s fent into the
hearts of all the members of his myftical body.
And thus we are to underftand the apoftle here,

Be-

* Eph. v. q. s Pfal. Ixviii. 18.
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Becaufe ye are children, or in being children,
that ye might have the difpofition of children,
God hath fent forth the Spirit of bis Son inte
your bearts. And that our enjoyment of the
Spirit of Clriff is thus a confequent blefling
upon our adoption, is very evident from fcrip-
ture. This I think may be very fairly col-
le€ted from fome paflages in one of JFobn's
epiftles. Bur, fays that apoftle, ye bave an
unétion from the boly One, and ye lknow ali things.
But the anointing which ye bave received of bim,
abideth in you* : the perfons who are here faid
to have an un&ion from the holy one, he had
before fpoken of, as having their fins forgiven
them, and to bave known the Father * : which
is more fully afferted in the fame epittle, Hereby
know we that we dwell in bim, and be in us, be-
caufe be bath given us of his Spirit~. Here,
the great evidence of our dwelling in God as
children, and hLis dwelling in us as a Father,
is put upon this, his having given us his Spirit.
And thus I have endeavoured to explain to you
our third general head, viz. that becanfe we are
Sfons, God bath [ent forth the Spirit of bis Son
into our bearts.—That the fame grace that
was the origin of our relation to God as chil-
dren, gives us as a confequent bleffing, the
Spirit, as a Spirit of adoption, which leads us to
the laft thing which I propofed, and that is,

IV. TuaT wherever this Spirit is given as
a Spirit of grace, he refides or dwells in that
foul,

¢ 1 Johnii,zo —27. ¥ Ver.1:,13. ¥ Chap.iv, 13.
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foul, as a Spirit of prayer, and fupplication, c7y-
#zg, in the language of adoption, Abba, Fatber.
And here we have two things more efpecxally

r. He 1s in us as a Spirit of prayer : this
3 Intimated by the term c¢ryzng and,

(1.) Turs fuppofes a perfon to be neceffi-
tous, and dependent. No wife man will afk,
much lefs cry earneftly for a bleffing that he
fees no want of. Now that it is the Spirit of
God that acquaints us with our neceflities, is
evident from what the apoftle Pau! exprefsly
afferts. Likewi/fe, fays he, the Spirit alfo belpeth
our infirmities :_for we know not what we flhould
pray for as we ought : but the Spirit itfelf
maketh interceffion for us awith groanings which
cannot be uttered*. Again,

(2.) As it fuppofes a perfon to be in want,
and to be convinced of it ; foit includes in it a
view of the ability of him that is applied to,
to give relief : and that none but the Spirit can
convince us of this, is evidentto me, from
that paffage in the eplf’cle to the Corinthians ;
The things of God knoweth no man, but the Spi-
rit of Gody. Again,

(3.) As the Spirit fhews us what is the
mind of God, and the things that are freely
given to us of God*; fo he excites {piritual de-
fires after this good. Thus we find itin theex-
perience of the apoftle Pan/. Before conver-
fion, he was full, and ftood in need of no-
thmg 1 was alive fays he, without the law
once » but when the commandment came, with

power

x Rom. viii, 26. ¥ 1 Cor.il. 11. z Ver. 12,
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power, fin revived, and Idied®. He was fript
of his falfe confidence; and the fame Spirit
directed him to the proper fountain for relief ;
and in the apprehenfion of Chri/l’s fulnefs, he
makes his prayer unto him. Thus it is faid
by the Lord himfelf of him, as an extraordi-
nary thing, bebold be prayeth®.

2. As the holy Spirit is in us a Spirit of

rayer, fo of adoption too, he not only crieth,
but crieth Abba, Fatber. And this fuppofes,

(1.) A prscoveryY of God to the foul as
a Father, or the love that is included in that
relation. For he muft firlt be convinced that
God is a Father to his people, before he can
call upon him as fuch. And,

(2.) IT fuppofes a difcovery of the way in
which he comes to be a Father unto finners,
that it is only in, and thro’ Gbr/, that he is our
God, and our Father. For to call him Father as
the God of nature, 1is rather to affront him
than to glorify him : fince we have forfeited
our right to his care as children, and have
finned away that relation, by our difobedience.
Chrift muft therefore be revealed in us, as e
hope of glory ¢, before we can call God Farher.

(3.) THu1s includes in it a particular difco-
very to the foul, that God is Azs Father ; and
under this character the Spirit is {poken of as
the earneft of our inberitance® by whom we
are fealed unto the day of redemption®. And of
him it is faid, that zhe Spirit itfelf bearesh wit-

2 Rom.vii. 9. ® A&six,11. € Col.i. 27. ¢ Eph.i, 14.
¢ Chap. iv. 30.
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nefs with our Spirit, that we are the children of
Godf. Which privilege, when he whifpers it
in the fouls of God’s chofen, all their unbelief
will not be able to deftroy the evidence.
SuouLD it be objeted here, that the Spirit
being faid to ¢ry in us, takes away the liberty
of the creature, and makes us a& neceflarily,
and not voluntarily : T'o this I anfwer, that as
the confequence of the Spirit’s abiding in wus, it
is he that, not only gives eyes to {ee, and under-
ftanding to know the things of God, but he
excites holybreathings in the {oul after him, and
leading it to its proper obje&, God in Chrif?,
as its Father, teftifies to the {oul its privilege,
It is the chriftian indeed himfelf that prays,
but it is zhe Spirit that helpeth his zufirmitics,
otherwife he would not be able fo much as to
utter an acceptable or prevalent figh or groan
before the Lord 8. And therefore we are faid,
by the fame apoftle, to pray in the Spirit : pray-
ing always with all prayer and fupplication in
the Spirit®. And thus I have finithed what I
defigned in a doctrinal way from this fubje&,
and fhall clofe all with a few refleions. And,
1. FroM hence we may learn the diftin&
perfonality of Father, Son, and Spirit. They
are all three mentioned in our text, and there
are three diftin& a&s affigned them. The
Father is faid to fend tl.c Spirit, and the Spi-
rit is faid to be the Spirit of the Son, and as
fuch takes poffeflion of the hearts of his chil-
dren. The manner indeed inwhich they fub-
fift,

f Rom. viii. 16. 8 Ver. 26. b Eph, vi. 18.
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fift, is 2llowed to be a myftery, concealed
from us: but the reality of it, is very evi-
dent ; not only from the feveral works, which
are hefe afcribed to each of the facred Three,
and which imply a pofleflion of divine per-
fections ; but, in many other places of fcrip-
ture we may obferve, that God hath particu-
larly and clearly revealed himfelf to us in this
way, of which our text is no inconfiderable
proof’; where you have, God the Father fend-
ing the Spirit of God the Son, and this Spirit
refling upon, and dwelling in the hearts of his
people.  Now if from this and other paflages
of fcripture, we can prove, that each of thefe
poffefs all poffible perfections, and at the fame
time we allow that there is but one God, it
neceflarily follows, that this one God fubfifts in
three perfons, intimately related to each other,
but diftin&, and without confufion.

2. From hence we may learn the great rea-
fon why we meet with fo many that deny, and
fome that deride the influences of the Spirit of
God. They muft furely be ftrangers to any
experience of his divine impreflions. And let
their reafon be never fo much refined, while
this i1s the cafe, their hearts are in a ftate of
enmity with fpiritual things i; and this accounts
for every kind of oppofition they make to them.
For the natural man receiveth not the things of
the Spirit of God : for they are foolifbnefs unto
bim 5 neither can be kunow them, becaufe they are
Jpiritually difcerned”, And thus you fee, a(si he

under-

fRom. viii. 7. k g Cor, ii, 14.
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underftands them not ; {o neither will he ever
truly cfteem them.

3. FrRoM hence we may alfo gather, that to
be a fon of God, is a privilege of the higheft
nature, much more than to be heir to the greateft
prince upon earth. All the pleafures of time are
fuited only, or principally to our carnal part : but,
as the inheritance of the faints is {piritual, fo it is
of a moft fublime and exalted nature. And
though a believer, in his own apprehenfion, is
unworthy the nameof a fon ; yet, inthe language
of adoption, he may without prefumption, when
led by the Spirit, call God Father, and, as a joint-
heir with Cbriff “fefis, entertain his mind with
the firmeft hope of an inheritance with the faints
in light. To conclude,

4. From hence we have a very good evi-
dence, by which we may judge whether we are
interefted in this privilege, or not. Have we the
knowledge of Chr:/# in our heads only? or the
Spirit of Chri/? alfo in our hearts? Do we idolize
our attainments, and forget Cbréff and his righ-
teoufnefs and firength? or do we lie in the duft,
and give all the glory where it is juftly due?
If we have the Spirit of Chrift, he will empty
us of ourfelves. And, in proportion to his gra~
cious and powerful operations on our hearts, fo

fhall we be more and more filled with the glory
of Chrif.
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