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SERMON XVI,

Zhe 87ace of the gofpel no erncourage~

ment ro /ifz.

RomaAans vi. 1, 2.

What foall swe Jay then 2 fhall we coutinue in
fin, that grace may abound? God forbid :
bow fhall we that are dead to fin, live any
longer therein 2

RO N g 57,
AN e _‘-:,53

HE great apoftle of the Gentiles,
=, having, in the foregoing chapter,
=% afferted the free grace of God, in
> the juftification of a finner, by Fefus

Cbhrif?, and by him a alone ; he comes in this
to anfwer an objetion that fome had raifed
againft this doc¢irine, as if it had a tendency
3 to



Serm. XVI. The grace of the gofpel, &e. 294

to encourage fin. They were ready to fay,
“ 1f Chri/t, as our furety, is exalted, by bearir;g
£ our iniquities, thenletusgooninfin:” .4
fince, the apoftle had faid in the preced-
ing chapter, where fin abounded, grace did
much more abound*®, fome might be ready to
fay, ¢ If fuch propofitions as thefe are true, we
“ have from hence encouragement to gratify
*“ ourcorruptions, and tranfgref{s without fear.”
‘To which the apoftle anfwers, with detefta~
tion, in the words of the text, Shall we con-
tine in Jin, that grace may abound 2 God
Jorbid. 'This objection to the do&rine of
grace was not confined to the days of the
apoftles, but you know, nothing is more
common in our own, than to hear it brought
as a charge againft thofe, who bave not flusn-
ned to declare unto you all the counfe! of Goa®.
If a perfon ipeaks of the perfection of
Chrz/#’s facrifice, and of the free juftification
of finners by his blood and righteoufnefs
alone, without their works having any fhare
in the honour of it; I fay, if he reprefents our
acceptance thus alone, 7n zhe beloved, it is
much if he is not branded with the name
of an antinomian, and his do&rine rejécted,
as having a dire¢t tendency to encourage fin~
ners to continue in their fins. But how un-
juft a cenfure, and how unreafonable a re-
proach this is on the free grace of God,

which

3 Rom. v. 20, b A&s xx. 27.
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which hath abounded towards the ele&, I
Thall endeavour to make appear.

IN the words we have,

First, the objection itfelf, and that is,
that the aboundings of fovereign grace, have
a tendency to encourage fin. The apoftle
tacitly fuppofes fome offcring this, by way of
objetion. And,

SecoNnDLY, we have his anfwer to it, with,
God forbid, and by fhewing the unreafonable~
nefs of ity How flall we that are dead to fin,
live any longer tberein? 1 fhall confider each of
thefe, and then draw fome inferences from the

whole, by way of application.

I. IsuAarLrconfider the objection itfelf; and
it may be reduced to two heads :

1. SoME may{ay, ¢ If this doltrine be true,
¢ that if richgrace has provided for the par-
“ don of all our fins; and if, by the fettlements
<¢ ofthecovenant, and the fatisfaGion of Chri/?,
< we arecertainly delivered from the righteous
¢ punifhmentthey havedeferved ; then wemay
<« with fafety indulge ourfelves in the vileft of
¢ practices.” This, you know is an inference,
that corrupt reafon draws from fuch glorious
premifes. ¢ If the debt is paid,” fome will be
apt to fay, ¢ as you aflert it is, then where is
“ the harm of increafing it ? If Chr7/# bath fo
¢« fecured us fromwrath tocome, that we fhall
“ never come into condemnation, and {in {hall

¢ pever be able to diveft us of our intereft in
“ him,

n

L}
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*¢ him, then, away with all duty, and every
¢ thing of a religious nature. Wewillgoon
‘¢ in fin, fince we may do it with fafety.” T'his
1s one part of the objection.

2. It will be alfo argued by way of ob-
je&ion, if, as the apoftle fays, wbhere fin
abounded, grace did much more abound, then,
men may be naturally led to go on and in~-
creafe their fins, that fo the riches of grace
may fhine forth with greater luftre. ¢ You al-
““ low with us,” will fuch fay, ¢ that it is good
‘¢ to labour that grace may abound, or that
““ God may beexalted in pardoning our iniqui-
“ ties: and if he is fo much the more exalted,
“ by how much the more our offences have
“ abounded; then wewill indulge fin, and that
“ even in flagrant inftances, that fo rich grace
““ may appear the more glorious.” Thisis put~
ting the objectioninits full firength, and let me
tell you, it has conftantly been fo, from the
apoftles days even until now. As there have
notbeenwanting fome perfons, who have been
fo far abandoned, as to turn the grace of God
into fuch wantonnefs, as this, fo others there
always have been, who have dared to charge the
doctrine of the grace of God, with having in
itfelf a tendency to promote it, and havethere-
fore rejected that doctrine. I perfuade myfelf,
there are very few of you but have met with
this latter objecion, efpecially when you
have been engaged to plead for the exaltation

of Chriff alone, feparate from our frames,
| or
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or duties, in point of acceptance, and juftifica-
tion in the fight of God. And indeed, When the
T.ord calls you to this, you are to expe& fuch
{ort of oppofition and reproach. And what is
the reafon ? Why, fuffer me to fay, with re-
gard to fome perfons, it is not much to be
wondered at, fince we have caufe to fear,
that in deftroying their own righteoufnefs, or
excluding it from a fhare in their juftifica-
tion, you even take away their Gods: and
what have they more ? You deftroy the foun-
dation, perhaps, upon which they have been
building for many years. And to go about to
convince them of its infufficiency and danger,
you will too often find, 1t rather expofes you to
their fcorn and contempt, than produces the
good effeét you would hope for., We are
all of us fo naturally fond of endeavouring
to eftablith a righteoufnefs of our own, that,
it is no wonder we cannot eafily bear the dif-
covery of its being a bed florter, than that a
sran can flretch bimfelf on it°. And unlefs
we are taught by the Spirit of the Lord, I
am fure that the man who will venture to tell
us that all our prayers, our tears, and the like,
are even worfe than nothing, when made the
matter of our juftification, and acceptance with
God; I fay, a man that tells us thus, will be
deemed by many, a licentious preacher who
opens a door to the gratiﬁcation of our fen-
fual appetites. How far, in reality, this is from

being

e Ifai xxviii. zo0.
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being the cafe, I {hall endeavour to thew you
ander the next general head: which is,

Y. Fo confider the weaknefs and folly of
this objection, both from the nature of things,
and from the fcriptures. And here let me
intreat your moit ferious attention ; and ex-
cufe me, if I am fomewhat large, fince this
matter is of no {mall importance, and the
odium which is caft upon us, is fuch, that
unlefs the word of God will kelp us in wip-
ing it off, I am fure inftead of being fit to
preach the gofpel, we fhould not be fit even
for chriftian fociety. ‘The objection then is,
that what we lay down is of the fame na-
ture, as if we fhould fay, that we may
fin that grace may abound, In anfwer ta
which,

1. WE abfolutely deny the thing to be fack.
For there never was a true believer who main-
tained it, as his avowed principle, that be-
caufe of the riches of the grace of God he
might go on to throw the reins on the neck
of his corruptions. Obferve, I do not fay,
fhat there never was a chriftian, who hath,
when under ftrong temptation, been left of
God, fo fur, as at fcmetimes to draw very bad
conclufions, from the riches of divinegrace;
and how far {uch temptations, under a fuf-
penfion of grace, have prevailed, I will not
pretend to fay. But, what I affert is, that it
cannot be his avowed principle, which he

ad-
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adheres to, that he hath therefore reafon or
occafion given to indulge himfelf in fin, be-
caufe it cannot do him any realdamage. This
1s not the reafoning of God’s children, or what
they dare plead for. Sothat we abfolutely de~
ny the fact. Men may talk at this rate who
have a name to live, and yet are dead ; but it
is not the language of renewed fouls. The
holy Spirit, indeed teaches, frem the ftability
of the covenant, that fin fhall not ruin us;
but then the argument is always fo handled, as
to lead us into a folicitude for grace to walk,
as becomes the gofpel: And indeed the
ftrongeft motives are drawn from it to in-
duce us to an holy, humble, and conftant
obedience. But again,

2. WE obferve, that thofe who make this
objeftion, look upon all imperfc&tions of the
chriftian through a wrong glafs. If a man who
pleads for the honour of Chr7/7 in our falvation,
is fuffered to fall into temptation, how ready
are the enemies of free graceto fay, ¢« We
«¢ fee what is the confequence of thefe notions ;
““ we expeted no better; the man has now
¢ plainly thewn us, that his principles lead to
¢« licentioufnefs, fince he indulges itin his own
¢ practice?” But how unjuft isthis conclufion?
Alas ! where is the man, that doth good and

Sinneth not 2 Where is the oppofer of thefe
dorines but what fometimes falls ? And how
hard is it, that all the mifcondu& of thofe that
defend them muft be charged upon the grace

of

#* Eccleft vii. 20.
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of the gofpel ? No, God forbid. 1am fure
if a man falls, itis not the grace of God that
teaches him to do fo: though the grace of
God tells him, if he is a believer, that he
fhall rife again. Itistrue, when he falls into
fin, inftead of depending on his repentance,
and performances to expiate and atone for it,
he defires to repair to the great f{acrifice,
whereby Chriff has perfected them that are
fanctified. And thus, becaufe he cannot think
of making a Saviour of his duties, muft he,
from thence, be charged with a contempt of
them ? What, is there no difference between
negleCting, and defpifing duties? Where per-
fons conclude thus, they judge without know-
ledge, and cenfure without reafon. For re-
member, tho’ we look not to our duties to fa-
tisfy for our fins, yet we have, we humbly hope,
a {tri¢t regard to them in their proper place,
and 1t will be bad with us, if this regard is not
really fuperior to that of thofe who make their
all to depend upon them. Butthen, again,

. Apmit that among thofe who f{lile
them{elves advocates for free grace, there were
fome, who, fhould not only talk, but even act
thus ; muft the grace of God, from thence,
be fullied, as. if that grace led them to this
finful condu&t? No, we may much fafer
judge concerning fuch perfons, that they
have only a name to live, and never tafted of
the grace of God ; than to charge this conduct
on principles, which, if received in faith, will

3 be
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be neceflurily produétive of holinefs. Might
we not, with the fame juftice, charge a
good, a wife, and gentle adminiftration of
civil government, with all the enormities
that are committed by licentious men un-
der 1t? You fee how this would be looked
upon, by men of the leaft {enfe in the world.
Itis, you know, alwaysefteemedasanadtof the
higheft injuftice, tocharge the irregularities of a
few particular members of a community, as a
brand of infamy on the conftitution; and if it is
fo in civil focieties, why not in religious ones;
and where Chri/fand his intereftare concerned ?
There have been from the firft, and will conti-
nue to be, perhaps, as long as there isa church
in the world, fome who “have crept in at un-
awares, who, under {pecious pretences of ex-
alting C’brz/f have, not only pleaded for great
irregularities, but have been char geable with
them themielves. But from thence, are
we to conclude that the grace of God in-
firu&@ed them into this, or that the do&rines
of the gofpel had this influence upon them ?
This is not only the moft monftrous abfurdity
imaginable, but is an at of fuch injuftice, that
we fhould be athamed of in other cafes. I
moft freely confefs, there have been perfons of
thevileft chara&ers, who have {creened them-
fclves under the notion of being warm pleaders
for the great dotrines of the gofpel: but, I am
ready to perfuade myfelf, that there are but

very few, even of thofe that only bear the
name
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name of chriftians, who will ever pretend to
fay, they committed this or the other fin, with
thatview, that gracemight abound, and therein
think theydid well. However, Iam throughly
convinced that, upon the leaft examination,
itwill be found, that where there is one who is
left of God to fo great a wickednefs as to plead
for fuch unlawful liberty, there are multi-
tudes who are building upon the {fandy foun-
dation of their own works, and ftrength to
perform them, in the contempt of Chriit’s fa-
crifice and righteoufnefs, and the aids of
his Spirit, who have fallen an eafy prey to
the temptations of Sazan, and the gratifica-
tion of their own corruptions., But to pro-
ceed,
. WE obferve, that, whatever may be
the fentiments of carnal profefiors, a true
chriftian cannot poflibly continze in jfin, or
avowedly do fo, that grace may abound, be~
caufe he is not in his own, but Chrift’s keep~
ing ; as the apoftle tells the Corinthians ; Ye
are 1ot your own, for ye are bought with a price’.
And if we are Chrif#’s, we bave bis [pirit *, and
if we have his fpirit, he will teach us other-~
wife. Were we Indeed left to ourfelves, we
might join with the profane, in drawing fuch
abominable inferences from the richeft grace;
and not only do fo in argument, but in
practicc too; but, blefled be God, the cafe

18

* Rom. viil, g, 4 3 Cor. vi. 19, 20,
r
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is quite otherwife. The believer is under
the care of the great fhepherd, who will
make him hear his voice, and inftru& him,
not only into the way of falvation, but fo in-
fluence his heart and life, that inftead of
drawing f{uch conclufions, as the world would
fain perfuade us he doth, that he will from
the love of God manifefted to him, be fo
much the more folicitous for grace to walk
as becomes his relation to Chrz/, and his cha-
racter asa chriftian ; and inftead of thus vilel

abufing the grace of God, itwill be the bu-
finefs of his life and converfation to exalt and
recommend it. He will, by the grace of
Chrift fay, < What, did my Lord fhed his
“ blood for my fins, and fhall I from thence
fetch occafion to multiply my tranfgreffions ?
“ By no means.” * Shall I continue in fin,
“ that grace may abound? God forbid, I can-
¢ not fo much as admit the thought : this
¢ would be fo flagrant an inftance of the bafeft
‘¢ and vileft ingratitude, that I cannot but ab-
“ bor it.” And how comes he indeed to fay
{o, but by the mighty grace of God that has
made him to differ? Thus I have laid down
fome propofitions, that may ferve as an in-
trodultion, to afiift us in our fearch into {crip-
ture concerning this matter; fuch as, that it is
abfolutely falfe, that a chriftian as fuch, can
or doth allow it as his avowed principle, ta
continue in fin, that grace may abound ; that
the imperfe€tons of believers, in order to

eftab-

€¢
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eftablifh this charge are viewed in the moft
inviduous light; and notwithftanding there
may be, or really are fome, that call them-
felves chriftians, who have the daring impiety
to adhere to {fuch an abominable principle,
and bring forth the fcandalous fruits of it ;
yet this cannot in any juftice be charged on
the doctrines of grace, however fuch men
boaft of their regard to them. For thedevils
themfelves believe there is a God, and yet
their enmity againft him muft, in no fenfe,
be charged upon their belief of his being. I
have alfo obferved the impofiibility of this,
from the union between Chri/f and the be-
liever, and his care over, and concern for him;
and that he; not being in his own keeping, but
in that of the great fhepherd of the church;
cannot, therefore, avowedlycontinue in fuch
an abufe of the grace of God.

LEeT us now look into the feriptures, and fee
what arguments the Spirit of God, makes ufe
of there, in order to prefs usto holinefs. And
if he ufes the very fame arguments to this
purpofe, which thefe perfons think have a
tendency to deftroy holinefs, then, either they
muft be miftaken, or the holy Spirit. The
latter of which, God forbid that we fhould
fo much as admit the fuppofition of. See
how the apoftle argues in this fame epiftle
where our text is; fays he, God hath con-

cluded them all in unbelief, that he might have
X 2 mercy
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mercy upon all°, And accordingly he breaks
out into holy admiration of the riches of
divine grace. O the depths of the riches, both
of the wifdom and knowledge of God* ! Well,
and what follows? Why, I befeech you there-
Jore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye
prefént your bodies a living facrifice, holy, ac-
ceptable to God, which is your reafonable fer-
vice 8. Here is an exhortation, inforced with
an argument, that the wife men of this world
may treat with contempt. Fe does not fay,
¢ 1 befeech you, if you mean to get to heaven,
¢ and efcape eternal deftruction,” which are,
no doubt, juft arguments, and very properly and
frequently ufed in the holy {criptures, but, « I
s befeech you by the mercies of God, by thofe ex~
¢¢ traordinary inftances of his favour, that he
** has manifefted to you.” The apoftle knew
well enough, that unlefs thefe would influ-
ence them, all other arguments would be to
no purpofe.

So, to the fame purpofe; is what you have
in the firft epiftle to the Corinthians. The
apoftle had been exhorting them to flee forn:-
catron®.  "Well, he adds this as a reafon, for
ye are bought with a price : or which is the
fame thing, your fins are pardoned, zberefore
glorify God in your body, and in your [pirit,
swbich are Gods '. What a fad fort of a per-
ton would tnie apeftle have been thought, and

how

* Rom.xi. 52. f Ver.33. ¢ Chap.xii, 1. » 3 Cor.
Vie 38, ! \er. ze,
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how prepofterous his reafoning, had he lived
in our days! You fee, in this paffage, the ar-
ument is not taken from the terrors of hell
and deftruction, but the very choiceft blefling
that we are favoured with, and that which
effeCtually fecures the foul from deftruction :
Ye are bought with a price. ** You are redeemed
¢ from wrathto come, therefore glorify God, or,
< be folicitous for his grace, being thus pur-
<t chafed, as a teftimony of the great fenfe you
‘¢ have of your privilege: look to the Lord for
¢ gracethatyoumaybeenabled toglorifyhim.”
Had the apotftle thought of the confequences,
that fome men draw from fuch a do&rine, he
would certainly have concealed it, or however,
have been very far from mentioning it as a
motive or argument to the praétice of holi-
nefs; when he muft be fenfible, that it would
rather encourage to the contrary difpofition
and practice. However he thus manifefts how
different his fentiments were, from thofe of

the objeCtors with whom we have to do.
SeE alfo what the fame apoftle fays to T7¢us,
For the grace of God that bringeth falvation
bath appeared unto all men, teaching us, what?
not to live as we lift, but, that denying ungod-
linefs and worldly lufts, we fhould live [oberly,
righteou)ly and godly in this prefent world*:.
Obferve, it brings us falvation, and then
teaches us, as the confequence of our hav-
ing this great bleffing, to walk as becomes
X 3 thof=

k 'Tit, i1, 13, 12,
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thofe that enjoy it. And again, Who gave bin=

JSelf for us, that be might redecm us from all ini-
quity. Andwhat is the refult of this? Why, it
tollows,—and purify unto bimfelf a peculiar
people, zealous of good works?.

UnNTo the fame purpofe, we have a re-
markable paffage in one of ‘fobn's epiftles,
My little children, thefe things write Iunto you,
that ye fin not™. Thefe things, what things?
Why, look into the preceding chapter, there
he tells thofe to whom he writes, that, zbe
blood of Fefus Chrift bis fon cleanfeth us from
all fin *. This is you know the very doétrine,
that thefe perfons think would abound with
fuch ill conféequences. Well,zhefe things write
T unto you, fays the apoftle, zbat ye fin not. Some
would fay, were we thus to argue, that we aim
rather to eftablifh fin, than todethrone it in the
fouli—And if any man fin, we bave an advo-
cate with the Father, Fefus Chrift the righteous : ©
Obferve, his defign in writing to them, is, that
they fhould not fin, his argument is, Chri/f is
their propitiation®, and is entered into glory
for them, as their advocate. So, that you fee
very plainly, for any to fay, that the preach-
Ing of free grace, as the great argument thatis
to influence us in our new obedience, is fo far
from being a licentious dotrine, that it is the
very fame, that the Spirit of the Lord him-
felf makes ufe of,

THE

! Tit, ii. 14, = 1 Johnii, 1, *® Chap.i.y7, © Chap.ii. 1,
P Ver. 2.
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THE laft inftance I fhall give you, fhall
be that made ufe of in our text, and context.
The apoftle had told us, tbat while we were
yet jinners, Chrift died jor #s?: and that
awbhere fin abounded, grace did much mere
abound* ; or, by how much the more our
fins have abounded, by fo much the more
glory will be brought to Chryt our great pro-
pitiation. He comes then in our text, and
brings in an. objetion, that might be made,
What Shall we fay then 2 or is this the conclu-
fion we fthall draw from it, fhall we continue
in fin, that grace may abound 2 God forbid,
Says the apoftle, /et iz nor bes, or, far be it
Jrom us; bow fhall we who are dead 12  Jonz, live
any longer therein 2 That is, as I humbly ap-
prehend « How fhall we who are dead to it,

as being delivered from its ruining power
““ by the fatisfaction of our blefled Lord:
‘“ how fhall we, who have received a p1 in~
¢ ciple of grace, and fo, our renewed
“ is dead unto fin, how fhall we now hve
“ any longer, or continue with delight, and
< pleafure therein? How can we, who are
« thus freed from condemnation and from
¢ the dominion of fin, /Jfve any longer
¢¢ therein 2’ And thus he argues, INeither
yield ye your members as znffruments of unrigh-
teoufnefs wunto fin : but yicld yourfelves unto
God as thofe that are alive from the dead ; ond
youy members as inflruments of rz'gbz‘eazgﬁzcﬁ

X 4 unto
1% Rom, v, 8. * Ver. zo. S uh yhvoiTes
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unto God.  For fin fhall not bave dominion over
Jou : for ye are nmot under the law but under
gracet. “Ye are,” asifthe apoftle had faid,
“ freed from the law asa covenant of works
“ or from its curfe as broken, and inftead of
“ being in bondage to it, ye are now under
“ grace. And what is the confequence of
¢ this ? Why, fin flall not have dominion over
“ yow,”” ‘Thus you fee how the holy Ghoft
argues for holinefs conftantly, from the rich
aboundings of fovereign grace, and from hence
we have {ufficient ground to conclude, that
the wifelt way to engage chriftians to an holy
obedience unto God, is to convince them of
what he has gr amouﬂy done for them.

AND thus, having given you f{o many in-
flances out of the fcuptule, of arguments
taken from the frece unmerited grace of God,
manifefted to us in the Son of his love, in
whom we are all accepted, to engage us to
holinefs in life and converfation, you fee
when we take this method, we tread
in the very fieps of thofe perfons, who are
allowed to be infpired. And you mutft forgive
me, if upon this occafion, I cannot forbear
exprefling my wonder, that any of thofe,
who I dare not but believe have a regard
for the fcripture, fhould raife fuch clamours
at difpen{ing the myfteries of the kingdom
in their own light and beauty, as if they had
a tendency to encourage immorality : when

unlefs

' Rom. vi. 13, 14,
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unlefs thefe arc the proper motives of our
obedience, and they operate on our minds by
the grace of God given to us, whatever our
pretences may be to ftritnefs of life, there
will be no more of it, than will juft fuic
with -our carnal interefts. It is true indeed,
that Znowing the terrors of the Lord we per—
Juade men ; but furely no arguments feem fo
likely to influence ingenuous minds, which we
fuppofe thofe of believers to become by the
work of God’s Spirit, as thofe which are
drawn from the love and grace of God, and
the fecurity of their eternal ftate as in Chrzf?
Fefus. But, whatever be the effet of this
reafoning, I think, I have f{ufficiently thewn
that thefe, and fuch like motives, were thofe
ufed by the apoftles of our Lord Fefus Chrift,
or rather the Spirit of God by them. And
thus I have endeavoured to fhew you the
weaknefs of this objeftion, both from rea-
fon and from fcripture. 'What I fhall further
add fhall be by way of application. And,

1. How abundantly doth it appear that
¢he carnal mind is enmity againft God*2 The
fcripture abounds in nothing more than the
declarations of the free grace of God; and
the men of this world level all their wif~
dom againft it. ‘There is no dofrine that
is charged with fuch abominable confe-
quences, as the clear declarations of the fove~
reign grace of our heavenly Father, in taking

us

¢ Rom. viii. 7.
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us into fo near a relation with himfelf, and
laying our fins on his Son : nor need we won-
der at it, that, with regard to moft men,
this do&rine is efteemed but foolithnefs ; but
it is very fad indeed, that, of thofe who have
tafted of the truth of grace, any thould have
a fhare in fuch ungrateful treatment of it.
"T'o me it appears very plainly, that they are
fo far left of God. Woere the matter repre-
fented in {cripture under any obfcurity, or
would it admit of the leaft difpute, we might
be efteemed rafh for faying fo: but being
wrote as with a fun-beam, and being allowed
in a degree, by almoft all that own the autho-
rity of fcriptures, that it fhould be difputed
as it has been, plainly proves that the carzal
mind is enmity again/t God: otherwife it could
not but receive what is fo plainly revealed.

2. How cautious fhould we be of admit.-
ting prejudices, againft any particular truth,
becaufe of the flander that is caft upon it by
the world. If the fentiments of carnal men,
or of the generality of the profeflors of chrifti-
anity, were to be the ftandard of truth, what
the apoftle fays, that when we were enemies,
we were recanciled to God by the death of bis
Son*, had long ere this been banithed, not
only out of the world, but alfo out of the
word of God. Inftead then of entertaining
an ill opinion of any fentiment becaufe it is
not received by the world, let us look very

cares

¥ Rom. v. 10,
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carefully, and fee whether there is fufficient
foundation for it in fcripture. Becaufe, for
the moft part, it will be found, that thofe
truths which are the leaft efteemed in the
world, are the moft agreeable to the mind of
God. And then,

3. Anp laftly, let me entreat you, who
make a profeflion of thefe truths, by zbe mer-
cies of God, to be fo much the more cautious,
that there may not be fo much as an appear-
ance of reafon for this objection. Be not only
diftinguifhed for your fentiments, but le# your
converfation be as it becometh the gofpel of
Chryft*, The enemy will indeed be apt to re-
proach you, let your condu&t be what it will:
but O that I could fay, concerning all chri-
ftians, if it were the pleafure of the Lord,
that their converfation bore a fufficient tefti-
mony to the reality of thofe truths they pro-
fefs] Remember, believer, the eyes of the
world are upon you, and efpecially if you
plead for Chrzf? and his falvation, and bring
your teftimony againft any thing elfe being fet
up in his room. I fay, remember the leaft
failure in your condu&, will have the worft
conftruction put upon it. Look to the Lord
Fefus then, as to a Saviour who has a fulnefs
of grace lodged in his hands, that you may
be enabled to make it appear that you are
bought with a price, even the precious blood
of Chriff, this great facrifice, that denying

Un=-
* Phil. i, 27.
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ungodline[s and worldly lufts, you live foberly,
righteoufly, and godly in this prefent world?.
And when this is the cafe, let the world go
on toreproach, or fay what it pleafeth. Yet,
fince, through grace, you abhor the thought
of finning that grace may abound, walk on
in the light of God’s countenance, and let
Chrif?, as your righteoufnefs, be exalted in your
fouls; till you come to that world, where
every fin, every {orrow, and all contradi€tion
and calumny, fhall eternally be done away,
and you will join the {pirits of juft men, in that
{ong of grateful praife, Unto bim that loved us,
and wafbed us from our fins in bis own blood,
and bath made us kings and priefls unto God
and bis Father 5 to bim be glory, and domis-
szon jfor ever and ever. Amen?®.

¥y Tit. ii. 12, z Rev. i. §, 6,
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SERMON XVIIL

Self-examination recommended.

PREACHED at a monthly EXERCISE,
in the Year 1744.

JEREMIANR viil. 6.

Thearkened and beard, but they [pake not aright:
70 man repented bim of bis wickednefs, fay=
ing, What bave I done 2 every one turnedto
bis courfe, asthe horfe rufbethintothe battle,

yat@® H E importance of the work we are

- N
.J:f::\(-u.

% profefledly engaged in this day, will
L9 by no means admit that I fpend your
time in a large explication of the
context. It is fufficient to obferve, that God
was now reafoning the point witi: his peo-
ple: they had finned, and greatly rebelled
againft hlm, and then' provocations were at-

tended with moft heinous aggravations: he
was
3
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was coming out of his place to execute judg-
ment againft them, which he had often threat-
ned, 1n cafe of their continuance in difobedi-
ence. And, tho’ there were awful fignatures
of his refentment already upon them, but few
comparatively attended to them, and laid them
to heart. So that God {feems to be {peaking
after the manner of men, as {urprifed at their
obftinacy and ftupidity ; and yet mercy be-
ing his delight, and judgment his firange
work, there feems to be fome relentings and
an unwillingnefs to proceed to extremities. 1
bearkened and heard : thefe are expreflions after
our manner, and are to be underflood with
fecurity to the glory of the divine immenfity
and prefcience. God, as it were, ftooped down
from heaven, bent his ear in a way of atten~
tion to their difcourfe, to know whether there
were any righteous holy perfons among them,
any who were lamenting over their own fins,
or exciting one another to a&s of folemn hu-
miliation, for the tranfgreflions of the people.

But none of them fpake aright : that is, none,
1f compared with the great multitude who fpake

againft God, or whofe lips uttered vanity and
falfehood. No man repented bim of bis wicked-
nefs, faying, What bave I done? Every one was
ready to fhift off guilt from himfelf; but few,
very few, hardly any mourned over their own
iniquities; on the contrary, almoft every one
turned to bisown courfe; turned away from God,
from all advice and reproof, to his own courfe

of folly and rebellion, according to his parti-
cular

4
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cular appetite and inclinations, and this with
impetuous violence, ke the borfe rufbing into
the battle, not knowing it was to the hazard of
his life, From the words, thus opened, we
may,

FirsT, obferve, that fin, inevery inftance
of it, is evil in the fight of God, and moft
hurtful to the fouls of men ; its wickednefs
1s great, in the account of an infinitely wife
and holy judge, and will coft the finner
dear, cither in the bitternefs of repentance
in this world, or everlafting mifery in the
world to come. The orignal word, which we
render wickedrzefs in the text, fignifies, what
divines call malum culpe, & pence, both cri-
minal evil, and the punifhment of it. And
moft true it is that there is the eflence of the
one, and the defert of the other, in every vio-
lation of the law of God. Many fins may
appear to us little and inconfiderable, but there
1s not one of them, but which is abominable
in the fight of God, and expofes the guilty
creature to the curfe of his law, and to the
fury of his indignation. The wages of fin
2s death?. Further,

SEcoNDLY, every man hath A own
wickednefs.—INo man repented bhim of bis
wickednefs. 'There are fome fins which may
be more properly faid to be a man’s ow2 fins,
or astheapoftle Pazl fays, the finswhich do eafily
befet us® ;5 to which, by conftitution, or fitua-

tion,

a Rom, vi, 23. b Heb. xii. 1.
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tion, we are moft inclined, or moft expofed.
It is true indeed of all the tranfgreflions we
commit, that we are perfonally charged with
the guilt of them, and muft anfwer for them
before God. But how apt are we to foften
the language, when we are fpeaking of our
own fins? This is a common cafe: what
men call wickednefs in others, they are ready
to ftile unavoidable failures, or mere human
infirmities in themfelves. But let us remem-
ber, that fin found with wus is asreal wickednefs,
as when committed by others; as hateful to
God, yea, if poffible, more fo in profeflors,
than in the profane. Sin as fin, abftractedly
confidered, where ever it is found is infinitely
odious in the pure eyes of that God with
whom we have to do: but a profeffion of
religion aggravates it greatly, Moreover,
THIRDLY, We may further obferve that,
tho’ we cannot make fatisfaction to God for
our fins, it is our indifpenfable duty, and,
when enabled by his Spirit, a very great and
invaluable mercy to repent of them. Or, as
the original word fignifies;, to grieve for them,
as having changed our minds concerning
them. God complains in the text, that zo
man repented bim of bis wickednefs : plainly
fuggefting, that this ought to have been the
cafe. And what more rcafonable than that
a creature wholly dependent upon his Maker,

and infinitely obliged o his goodnefs, when
he
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he hath ungratefully departed from him, and
rebelled againft him, fhould repent, or, as So/o-
mon expretles it, bethink bimferf, and tarn to the
Yord, jaying, < I bave fiswed, I Love done
“ gmifs, I bave dealt wicked’y<; but, won
¢ over by thy grace, I would return to thee
“ with all my heart, and with all my foul:
“ bear thou from the heavens, even from thy
¢ dwelling-place, and forgive thy fervant who
< bath finned againft thee 2’ And, for our en-
couragement, there is very fpecial notice taken
of the true penitent by God, who, tho’ he is
thebigh and Ilofty one that inbabiteth eternitye,
yet he faith 720 this man will 1 lok, even to
bim that is poor, and of a contrite [pirit, and
trembleth at my wordf. So, in thetext, God
bearkened and heard whether any [pake aright,
and repénted bim of bis wickednefs. The ex-
preflion may not only intimate the accuracy of
the inquiry, butthe great pleafure God takes in
it. Wherever this is truly the cafe, he fays,
I bave furely beard Ephraim bemoaning bimfelf
thus, thou baft chaftifed me, and I was chaftifed,
as a bullock unaccuftomed to the yoke : turn thon
me, and I (hall be turned ; for thou art the Lord
my God. Surely after that I was turned, I re-
pented s and after that I was infiruéted, 1 finote
upon my thigh : I was afhanied, yea, c¢ven con-
Jounded, becanfe 1 did bear the reproach of my
youths. In what melting, pathetic language
doth

¢ 2 Chron. vi. 37. ¢ Ver. 39. ¢ Ifai lvii. 15. f Chap.
Izvi. 2. T Jer. ¥xxi. 18, (9.
Y

~
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doth God f{peak upon Epbraim’s making this
acknowledgement ? Is Ephraim wmy dear fon 2
is be a pleafant child 2 For fince I [pake againf?
bim, I do earneftly remember bim fiill : therefore
my bowels are troubled for bim s I will furely
bave mercy upon bim, faith the Lord®. 'Thus,
in order to repentance of the right kind, it is
abfolutely neceflary that things fhould be
brought home to ourfelves, each of us fzying,
< What bave I done 2 wherein have I departed
¢ from the Lord? what am I chargeable
¢ with in his fight ?”* God bearkened and beard,
but they [pake not aright. Many might be mak-
ing acknowledgements of the iniquities of the
public, and of a general departure from God ;
but none repented him of 4zs ¢wn wickednefs,

Jaying, what have I done 2
AND thus 1 am brought to what T had
chiefly in view in the choice of thefe words, 1
mean the great duty of felf-examination, in
order to humiliation and repentance. If ever
we would rightly humble ourfelves before
God, we muft, every one of us, put this que-
{tion to his own foul, What bave I done ? That
this is our duty, will not be difputed in the
theory, how much foever it be neglected in the
practice. We are to commune with our own
hearts, to examine ourfelves, to prove our own
Jelves’. We are to look back upon the words
of our lips, the actions of our lives, and the
ways we have walked in ; and not only
fo

B Jer. xxxi. 30. ¥ 2 Cor. xili. 3.
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{fo, but we muft enquire into the frames, the
difpofitions, and workings of our hearts, in
order to difcover of what kind, and nature they
have been, whether good or evil. As to the
manner of the performance of this duty,

1. IT fhould be done fecretly, or in our
retirements, at a diftance from the bufinefs, the
noife, and hurry of the world ; where no eye
fees us, but that of the great God. A mer-
chant is not willingly interrupted when he is
fettling his accounts, and cafting up his books.
The moft defirable company, and the moft
welcome at other times, is then unfeafonable.
And thus we fhould fay to the world and every
thing in it, Keep at a diftance till the enquiry
is finifhed. Far be it from me to fuggeft that
a chriftian fhould live out of the world, and
throw up all his temporal concerns, in order to
devote his life wholly to meditation and reflec-
tion. But there are fome feafons in which heis
called to be alone ; fome things which are to pafs
between himand hisown foul, aswell as betwixt
God and him, thingsthat will admit of noearthly
witnefs. And when this is the cafe, every thing
elfe fhonld ftand ftill. And, bythe way, it isa for-
rowful fign, that theaffairs of our fouls are but in
a bad condition, when we are afraid, or unwill-
ing to go into our retirements, and enter into a
clofe examination of ourfelves.

2. TH1s duty calls for great ferioufnefs of
fpirit ; for it is a bufinefs of the laft import-

ance, and therefore fhould be attended with
Y 2 fuitable
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fuitable folemnity. The honour of God is
nearly concerned, as our lawgiver and judge.
It 1s no trifling affair when we come, as under
the eye of an infinitely righteous, and heart-
fearching God to fay, What bave I done? More-
over, the importance of the enquiry fhould
make us fearch with the utmoft deliberation,
and with the fevereft {tri¢tnefs and impartiality.
It is not enough that we recall the matter of
our actions, but the manner, principle, and end
of them are to be attended to; what know-
ledge we have finned againft, what convictions
of our own confciences, and how often we
have refifted the Spirit of God ; what profef-
fions we have made, and what obligations we
have been laid under to live to God, and walk
clofely with him, and the like. The felf-love,
that i1s found with every one of us, may tempt
us to put more favourable conftructions on
things than we ought; as on the other hand,
unbelief, and the malice of fatan may {well
the charge beyond meafure, and aggravate cir-
cumftances beyond the truih., But the word
of God is to be our rule of judging : this is
the grand direGory of obedience; every devi-
ation from the precept is evil : 2be law of the
Lord is pure, and {piritual; reaching to the in-
ward mian ; to our defires and affe&ions as
well as our words and a&ions; and, if we
would come to aright knowledge of ourfelves,
we muft, with the pfalnzf?, lift up our voice
to the Lord, and fay, ‘¢ Search we, G God, and

< know



Serm.XVIIL. Self-examination recommended. 32

« know my beart : try me, and know mny thoughts :
¢ thou, whofe eye nothing canefcape, thew me,
¢ everyevil thatis in me, or hath been comnit-
¢ ted by me, and lead e in the way everlafting <.
Once more,

3. Tue enquiry fhould be entered upon
with a determination, in the firength of grace,
to charge ourfelves with every evil we difcover,
to take fhame to ourfelves for it, to judge and
condemn ourfelves, and to apply to the foun-
tain of Chri/t’s blood for pardon, and to his
Spirit for cleanfing, and prefervation, for the time
to come. Duaty is enjoined, not merely to throw
a man into confufion, much lefs to drive him to
defpair ; but to make him loath himfelf in his
own eyes; to bring him to acknowledge the
mercy and forbearance of God; that Chriff
may be exalted in the charalter of a Saviour;
and that, under deep conviction of guilt and
unworthinefs, the foul may fly for refuge
to him, and thelter itfelf, under the thadow of
his wings, Nor can the cafe be {o bad, where
the heart is right with God, and {olicitous to
pafs a righteous {entence on itfelf, as to admit
of no relief. The blood of Jefus Chrift cleanfés
Jrom all inl: and we have promifes from the
God of truth, that if, from an humble and an
heart-affeting fenfe of the error of our ways,
we confefs our fins, beis faithful and juft fo f.r-
give us our fins, and to cleanfé us jfrom all un-
righteoufnefs », There is no man that lives, and

Y 3 Sins

k Pfal. cxxxix. 23,24, ' 1 Johni.7. ™ Ver. g.
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Sinneth 1bt ™ : but if any man fin, we bave én
advocate with the Father, Jefus Chrift the righ-
zeous® : we have a fountaio fet open, to which
faith may apply with comfortable aflurance,
that God, for Chriff’s fake, will forgive all our
fins, and heal all our backflidings. Neither
can we regularly come at comfort, 1 mean
fuch as God gives and approves, but as having
firft judged ourfelves, and acknowledged our
guilt. Thus I have confidered the duty itfelf,
with the manner of its performance.

I Go on to obferve, that there are fotne
feafons in which we are more efpecially called to
attend to it, As,

1. WHEN conicience is firring, and charg-
ing us with any new guilt, inftead of putting
off an enquiry, we fthould endeavour imme-
diately to enter upon it. It is a wonderful in-
flance of the wifdom of God, that he hath
lighted up this candle in the breaft of every
mwan ; and though, through the fall, this light
is greatly impaired, and, till fan&ified by the
Spirit of God, it will not regularlyand effe&tu-
ally do its office ; yet there is not a man in our
world, except thofe who are given over to ju-
dicial blindnefs, whofe confciences are fared as
with a bot irom, but feels it accufing him more
or lefs, at one time or other, for the evil he
commits. Butan enlightened and a tender con-
fcience is peculiar to the faints ; and when this
fpeaks it is the voice of God, and ought im-

medi-
» 1 Kings viii. 46, ® 1 Johnii 1.
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mediately to be attended to. When perhaps
we have haftily concluded a matter, or unwa-
rily taken this or the other ftep, we have often
had a fudden whifper in the foul, This 7s not
right, you bave not done well. Whenever this
1s the cafe, the believer fhould immediately
retire, and take a careful and ferious furvey of
his temper or condu&, compare it with the
rule, and judge himfelf accordingly. This is
the way to maintain peace in the confcience,
and a method which God greatly owns for the
advantage, and improvement of his fervants,
Let us then be willing our own minds fhould
charge us, when there is a proper call for it:
and, on every fuch occafion, let us ferioufly en-
quire, #What bave I done ¢

2. WHEN any thing unufual befals us, as to
our perfons, families, or friends, which hath
the appearance of chaftifement, and looks as
though God was difpleafed with us. In time
of affliction we are fo confider what may be the
voice of God, wherefore he is contending with
us, whether we have not provoked him by
fome negle&t of duty, or commiffion of evil.
It is certain God may exercife his people with
affli®ion for the tryal and improvement of their
graces: but, upon ftri&inquiry, we fhall find guilt
enough in us at all times, to juftify him in his
affliCtive dealings with us; and fometimes he
may point at fome particular inftances of it by
his rod. And when this is difcerned, we thould
take up the language of the church, and fay}

Y 4
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1 will bear the indignation of the Lord, becaufe
I have finned agarnft bim®,  Elibu’s defcription,
of a fick man is full of inflruction to our pur-
pofe. He s challened, {ays he, with pain uposn
pis bed, and the wmuititude of bis bones with
Sfirong pain : fo that bis life ablorreth bread,
and bis foul dointy meat. Fis flefl ts confumed
away,—and bis foul draweth near o the grave 9.
To which he adds, that in this the Lord focketh
upon wvicn, and if any fay, I bave finned, and

erverted that which was right, and it profited me
rot : be will deliver bis foul from going info the
pit, and bis Iife fball fee the lighs *. 1t is highly
proper that God thould be juftified in all his
ways, as well thofe of rebuke, as thofe of
mercy ; and when the hand of the Lord is upon
us, or upon any that are dear to us, we fhould
fay, Bebold we are vile, fhew us wherefore thoz
contendeft with us.

3. WxuEeN God hides his face from us, and
we feek him in the way of his appointments,
and find him not; when thofe duties and or-
dinances, which have formerly been eminently
owned for our confolation and joy, are now
become barren and uncomfortable ; furely every
child of God who values the prefence of his
Father, and hath fweetly tafted that the Lord is
gracious, fhould, in this cafe, with his eyes di-
reCted up to heaven, lay his hand on his heart
and fay, < What bave 1done 2 What hath pro-
*“ wvoked my God to fufpend the vifits of his

« love?
P Mic.vii. 9. 2 Job xxxiii. 1g, wem= 22. * Ver. 27,28.



B8erm XVII. Self-examination recommended. 329

¢« Jove 2 Why is it that Fefizs, who is my beft
<« friend, the lovely object of my fupreme af-
¢« feCion, oh why is it that he keeps at fuch
¢« a diftance! that he is fo long before he re-
«¢ turneth to my weary, thirfty foul ? Have I
¢« not been carelefs, and drow{y, carnal, and
¢« worldly ? Is there no idol indulged, no ri-
¢« val to his glory admitted ? Whence is it that
‘¢ I gomourning all theday long ? Shew me O
‘¢ Lord the matter of the controverfy, and take
¢ jtaway.” Here the believer is loudly called
upon to fearch his heart, and examine his ways ;
and whillt he is faithfully attending to this,
there is good reafon to expe&t, from the ufual
conduct of our gracious Saviour, that he will
furprife him with hislove, and, defore he is
aware, by the returning prefence of his Lord his
heart thall be made /ike zhe chariots of a willing
people.

4. ANoTHER feafon for thisis, when God
is coming our of hbis place, in a way of national
judgments, and threatens, or begins to execute
deferved vengeance : for when his judgments are
in the earth, the inbabitants of the world thould
learn righteowfnefs* : and this cannot be, with-
out fearching our ways, in order to mend
them, and turn to the Lord. ‘The believer
is fafe in the hands of Chriff, and the bonds
of the covenant: let what will come in the
courfe of providence, all things fball work toge-
ther for good Zo bim*. But as he may have his

part

™

s Ifai. xxvi. 9, ¢ Rom, viii, 28.
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part in outward calamities together with others ;
fo it highly concerns him to fee whether he
hath not contributed to the public guilt. Good
men have always humbled themfelves before
God in times of public calamity, and God
hath encouraged them to do fo: for, fays he,
If I flut up beaverz, that there be no roin ; or
if I fennd pefiilence among my people : if ziry peo-
Ple fball bumble thermfilves, and pray, and feek
my face, and turn _jrom their wicked ways ; then
wil I bear from beaven, and will forgive their
in, and will beal thezr land *.  On the contrary,
when God is calling by public vifitations 7o
weeping andmourning, andbebold, joy andgladmefs,
Haying oxen, killing fheep, and drinking wine, &c.
he looks upon himfelf as greatly affronted, and
threatens, Surely this iniqusty fhall not be purged
Jrom you till you die ¥. Once more,

5. WE are called to this duty, when, by
the authority of the magiftrate, or our own
mutual agreement, on account of the judg-
ments of God, we meet together profefledly to
humble ourfelves before him. It is indeed
one great part of the fervice, and ought al-
ways to accompany our days of fafting and
prayer. Without this, we rather mock God
with declaiming againft the fins of others,
than honour him by taking thame to ourfelves.
And as we are now in the houfe of God on

urpofe to bewail our own fins, as well as the
fins of all the churches in this land, and of
the

» 2 Chron, vii, 13, 14. ¥ Ifai, xxii. 12, 13, 14
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the nation in general, fhall we not engage our
own fouls ? Oh that I could engage mine and
yours in this fervice! Let each of us put the
queftion then to ourfelves, and fay before the
Lord, What bave I done? And here, 1 pafs
over the more enormous inftances of vice,
hoping that, through the goodnefs and mercy
of our God, we have none of this kind to
charge ourfelves with., And it is a great fa-
vour that we are not running into all excefs of
riot, and abandoned, with the profligate, to
open prophanenefs and impiety. 1 would fur-
ther hope that, by far, the greater part of this
aflembly have truly received the grace of God,
have true love to the Lord efus, entire depen-
dence on his blood and righteoufnefs, and fome
good hope, through grace, that theLord is their
God, and will be their guide in this world, and
their everlafting portion in the next. But let us
confider, that we are not only called by the name
of chriftians, children of God, and friends of the
bridegroom; but have entered into a folemn pro-
feffion of religion, on well-founded hope, of
a faving change, wrought by the Spirit of God
upon our hearts: and let us take into view the
{pecial obligations we are under from privilege
and experience, from what we have in hand,
and what we have in hope. Has God chofen
us unto everlafting life in his Son ; called us
by his grace ; and revealed Fefus in us, as the
hope of our glory ; fpoken peace to our troubled
confciences ; indulged us with the light of his

countenance, and given us fome Pz/gab views
of
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of that glory, which will be hereafter more
fully revealed, fome realizing and appropriat-
ing exercifes of faith ? have we fat under the
Redeemer’s (hadow with great delight, and
been fealed by the Spirit of promife to the day
of redemption ? I fay, fuppofing all this to be
the cafe, the queftion then returns, 2bat bave
we done? 1 do not fay, for God, alas, how little!
But Wbat bave we done againfthim? Let us a little
look back upon our thoughts ; how vain and
unprofitable have they been ; engaged about
trifles, things of no moment, neither tending to
our own good, northeadvantage of others? May
it not truly be faid, of the thoughts of our hearts,
they are little worth? Were all the rovings and
mufings of our minds fet down, how fuprifingly
vain and unprofitable would the greateft part
of them appear ? But that is not the worft,
Have there not been many bafe and unworthy
imaginations ftirring in our hearts ? And what-
ever hand the enemy may have had in them,
have they not almoft at all times, met with
too much indulgence from us? True, there
1s, thro’ mercy, a law in our minds oppofing
thefe things, but how doth fin and corruption
feem to prevail ? Again, What bhave we done 2
Has there not been too much irreverence of
God in our folemn acts of worthip? With
how much difliculty are we fometimes brought
to our religious duties, even thofe in which
we have often found the greateft pleafure and

advantage? How thoughtlefs of the glory of
God,
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God, the objet we profefs to worthip ? what
confufion in our fpirits? what diftra&ion in
our affeCtions, and firange wanderings from
God, even whilft his name has been in our
lips? how ready to be fatisfied with the work
done, though performed at a poor rate, and
in a lame and imperfet manner? Farther,
what bave we done2 as to our love to Tefus 2
as to faith in his blood, defire after communion
with him, and zeal for his glory ? Has there
not been an abatement as to each of thefe?
Once his perfon, righteoufnefs, and offices
were truly and abundantly precious in our
efteem ; we faw his fuperlative excellence and
glory, and we could not fatisfy ourfelves with-
out going out after him in a way of depen-
dence, and reaching forth the defires of our
fouls after fellowfhip with him, were glad
to do every thing we could for the glory of
his name, and willing to fuffer any thing
for his caufe and intereft, But how is it
now ? How hath it been for months, or per-
haps years paft? Hath not [zfius been too
much negle¢ted ? And have not our hearts gone
after other objects ? Has there not been too great
an attachment to the things of time and fenfe,
and too eager a purfuit after this perithing
world ? How juftly may he complain of us,
as having /loff our firft love 2 Again, how have
we behaved in the day of profperity ? Hath
every mercy, efpecially thofe of a diftinguifh-
ing, remarkable nature filled our fouls with

8 adoring



334  Self-examination recommended.

adoring apprehenfions of the loving kindnefs
of God ? Have our hearts been turned towards
him with grateful acknowledgements; and our
lives fhewn forth his praife ? Or rather, have
we not been proud, vain, and forgetful of God,
even the God of our mercies, and of ourfelves
too? But further, what advantage have we made
of the means of grace? and how have we im-
proved under the droppings of the fan&uary ?
Hath our fruitfulnefs bore ahy proportion to
the care the Lord has taken in our cultiva-
tion ? When we have attended on divine mi-
niftrations of the word preached, or at the
table of the Lord, have we looked for God,
for the living God ? Have we defired the pre-
fence of the Redeemer, and the awakening,
purifying, comtorting influences of the Spirit ?
I am afraid the enquiry mufit iflue, as to many
of us, in this mournful acknowledement, « O
*¢ my leannefs, my barrennefs, under rich
¢ means of fruitfulnefs, and profit?*” Yet again,
What bave we done 2 Have we not been apt to
envy the profperous ftate of others, and to fret,
and be uneafy at the difpenfations of provi-
dence towards ourfelves ? Have there been no
heart-rifings when others have been loaded
with horour, have increafed in riches, and
enjoyed a great fhare of health, whilit we have
been difappointed, impoverithed, and defpifed,
or have groaned under pining ficknefs, and
fore pain? And, to add no more, What have
we done 2 1f we have had a little comfort, or

a

8
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a fpiritual frame, how apt have we been to facrz-

Jice to our wnet, and burn incenfe to our drag *2
And when denied it, have we not grown fullen,
peevith, and been ready to quarrel with God
and all about us? This may ferve as a fpeci-
men of the reafonablenefs of this inquiry.
Many other particulars might be mentioned,
in which the beft of us may, with great pro-
priety, put the queftion in the text to ourfelves,
What bave I done? and upon a {ferious, and
faithful anfwer to it, find reafon for repentance
and humiliation.

Anp, with great deference to the ferious
piety, exemplary ufefulnefs, and zealous fpirit
difcovered by you, my honoured fathers and
brethren, who are engaged in the great work
of the miniftry, {uffer me, without offence,
to fay, that perhaps there may be yet fome rea-
{on for each of us, fure I am there is great reafon
for me, to fay with deep concern of foul before
the Lord, What have I done 2 You are fenfible of
the great honour God has put upon us, in call-
ing us to preach the gofpel ; our obligations are
of a peculiar nature, and our account very awful.
If Tatk myown foul, ¢ What have 1 done with
‘“ God in fecret? have I been wreftling for fur-
‘¢ niture, afliftance, and fuccefs, crying for fouls
¢¢ to be gathered, and edified ? whaert bave I done
‘ in preparation? have I ftudied with depend-
«¢ ance onthe Spirit, and laboured hardto find out
‘e whatmight be fuitabletoeverycafe, and ufeful
¢ toall? what bave 1done in my publick miniftry?

“ what

# Hab, i. 16.
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«¢ what ferioufnefs and reflection of fpirit have ¥
‘¢ ufed; what earneftnefsand zeal for thehonour
““ of Chrift and the good of fouls? whar bave I
““ done in the overfight of the flock? have I
< watched over them in love, taking every op-
¢ portunity to advife and reprove; as the cafe
« called for it? what bave I done by myexample,
¢ infollowingafter righteoufnefs, and godlinefs;
‘¢ faithand love, patience and meeknefs? whatin
« every other particular of my important office?
‘“ {fo much hath been amifs, that thame may
¢ well cover me, and there is greatreafonforme
‘““ to cry out, Enter not into judgment with thy
« fervant *, O Lord, but according to the mult:-
““ tude of thy tender mercics blot out my tranfgre/-
® fons¥.’  But, to draw to a clofe, from what
has been faid we may learn,

I. WHAT a poor miferable creature the
hardened impenitent finner is. He is taking all
the pains he can to ftifle the convitions of his
own mind, to put away the threatnings of God'’s
word from him, whillt he is every day #reafur-
ing up wrath againf? the day of wrath, and the
revelation of the righteous judgment of God *.
Should I be fpeaking to any fuch at this time,
remember there is a long eternity before you.
Perhaps you are too much engaged in the bufi-
nefs of the world, or too much immerfed in the
pleafures of it, to attend to the voice of con-
{cience now : but you will have nothing elfe
to do hereafter. If you die in this conditicn,
the worm will ne' er ceafe gnawing, and with

bitter

¥ Pfal. exliii, 2. Pial. li.- 1. * Rom. ii. 3.
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bitter howlings you will cry out for ever, Ob
what bave I done I the fummer is gone, the bar~
veft vver, my foul is loft for ever, and that for
trifles, for vanity, for worfe than vanity! Wretch
that I am, whar bave I done !

2. WE may farther learn, from what hath
been faid, the utter impofiibility of being faved
by any righteoufnefs of our own. How fhall
a creature, who cannot {tand before the bar of
his own conlcience, if it is faithful, pretend to
meet his judge, aGod of infinite knowledge,and
infinite purity ? Alas, we fee but little compara-
tively of ourfelves ! but God fearches the beart,
and underftands our errors in another man-
nerthanwecando. How fball man then e juf?
with God 2 Let us therefore thankfully embrace
Fefus as the end of the law for rightecufizefs , and
with the apoftle dilclaim, and give up our owz,
and count all things but lofs for the cxcellency of
the knowledge of Chrift, that we may be found
212 i, not having cur own righteoufnefs, which
25 of the lew, bur that which is thro the faith
of Chrift, tbe righteoufnefs which is of God by
Jaith?,

3. WE may infer the neceflity cf the opera~-
tions of the holy Spirit, and the marvellous fuc-
cefs which attends them in the work of grace
wrpught upon ths hearts of finners. The
beart of every natural man is_fully fet in bim t6
do evi/ ;: noneof them fay, 7sthere not a lie in

Z 771y
2 Rom. X. 4, » Phil. iii, 8, 9



838  Self-examinationrecommended,

my right band® 2 But they fpeak peace, and
promife happinefs to themfelves, even in the
ways which lead to death, and fay, in a very
different {pirit, What bave I done that fhould
deferve the divine refentment ? W hat lefs than
almighty efficacy can bring {uch a one to fay,
Father, I bave finned againft beavesn, and in thy
Sight < 2 And how often have we feen fuch an
haughty, obftinate rebel brought, with tears of
contrition, to cry out, God be merciful to me a
[inner.

4. AxD laftly, From hence we may learn
the happinefs of the heavenly ftate. The be-
liever will have nothing there to charge him-
felf with; will be in no danger of offending
God, or grieving his fpirit. Every tear will be
wiped away from his eyes, every corruption ba-
nifhed from his foul, and he will be alwaysin 2
fpiritual frame, and his joy full, and without
interruption.  Blefs God for [fefus your bope of
glry 3 live more upon his Spirit, the author of
all grace; look frequently into the promifes ;.
believe the word, and the oath of a faithful
God ; reach out the arm of faith, and let your
defires go before you into that world, where
your everlafting employment will be, not as
at prefent with tears of grief to fay, W hat
bave I done 2 but with an elevation of tri-
umph, ?#bat bath God done 2 what bath Chrift
done 2 awhat bath grace, {fovereign, matchlefs

grace

5 Ifai. XHV. 20; € Luke XV. 21
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grace done for our fouls ? Oh the riches of the
glory of what is done by Father, Son, and
Spirit ! Happy now in the contemplation of
it; but thrice happy then, in the ineffable
enjoyment of it, you will for ever fay, INoz
unto us, O Lord, not wunto wus, but unto thy

name be all the glory!
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