SERMON XI

On the final perfeverance of the faints.

Joun x. 28,

And I give unto them: eternal life, and they
Shall never perifb, neither fhall any pluck
them out of my band.

The firft SErRMoN on this text.

B8X S I defign to confider among you that
29 moft eftablithing and comfortable
doétrine of the faints final perfever-
ance in grace, and certain enjoyment
of eternal glory, I have made choice of the
words I have now read, asapprehending they
are admirably well adapted to this purpofe.
If we enquire into the occafion of them ; we
are informed a little before our text, that, as
our Lord was walking in the temple, he was
accofted by fome of the Fews with this quef-
tion, How long doff thou make us to doubr 2
zgf thou be the Chrift, tell us plainly®. V\’glat

their

2 John x. 24.
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their immediate defign was in this queftion,
we cannot be abfolutely certain. The gene-
rality of interpreters fuppofe, that hereby they
would have enfnared our Lord; for had he
acknowledged himfelf to be the Mefiab, as
their miftaken notions were terminated in his
being an earthly prince, coming to deliver
them from the Roman yoke, I fay, had he
profeficd himfelf to have been the Meffiab, they
would have gone and accufed him to the civil
governour., However, we find Chrz/2, in his
reply to them, upbraiding them with their
unbelief, fays, I zold you, and ye believed
z0t® : which crime was fo much the more
aggravated by the mighty works which he
wrought, which carried their own evidence
along with them, that they were effected by
a divine power. INow as God cannot be fup-
pofed to fet his feal to a lie, fo the exceed-
1ng greatnefs of that power, that was exerted
for the performance of them, was a fuffici-
ent teftimony to the authority of Chriff’s
miffion, as coming immediately from the
Father. And then, our Lord fubjoins the
great origin of this their incredulity, Buf ye
believe nor. Well, and why is it? but, be-
caufe ye are not of my fheep €; or, no part of
that truft committed to me by the Father,
and fo are left to the unbelief of your own
hearts, and this, without the leaft reflection
on the divine juftice ? For, as_faith is the gz'j}fc
9
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of God®, fo he is under no obligation to be-
ftow it upon any perfon. It is anact of pure
favour, which, thofe, who enjoy it, have no
right to in themfelves. Our Lord goes on to
give an account of his fheep, and their pri-
vxleores. And the firft thing he mentions, is his
propnetym them; My fbeep, < fays he,” < bear
my ‘voice 3 theyare mine, as they are the pur-
«¢ chace of my blood, becaufe I formed them

“ for myfelf; they are mine, as I have taken
¢ them under my care and patronage; they are
** mine, as I delight in them, and will rejoice
< over them to dothem good. Thefe, having
¢ hearing ears, and underftanding hearts gi-
““ ven them from myfelf, attend Zzo 7y ‘voz'ce,
““ they can diftinguifh my voice from thevoice
“ of a firanger, and are in {ome meafure obedi-
¢ ent tomy call.” Towhich he adds, ¢ I know
¢ them, and they follow me*. 1 know z‘bem, they
¢ are always before me, known unto me are
“ their gifts and graces, all their joys and for-
¢ rows, all their dangers and infirmities: and as
“ I know them, Ilove them, and delightin
““ them. And as a confequence of my writing
“ my laws in their hearts, they fo/low me. And
““ g ftranger will they not follow £.> Of thefe
things I have {poken to you at large. Then our
Lord adds the words of our text, as the greateft
blefling of all, and I give unto them eternal life,
and z‘bey Shallnever perifl, neither fhall any pluck
them

¢ Eph. ii. 8. ¢ John x. 27. f Ver. 5.
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them out of my band. In which words we
may obferve,

1. THE great portion and privilege of
Chrift’s theep, and this of the weakeft as well
as the ftrongeft amongft them ; efernal life is
theirs ; I give unto them eternal life, fays our
Lord:

2. THAT this blefling comes to them in
a way of gift, and not of merit: I gsve, &c. .

3. THE glorious confequence of this: They
Shall never periflh ; which our Lord confirms,
both by his own, and by his Father’s care
and power. None is able to pluck them out
of my bhand, fays Chrift in the text, and in
the verfe following, nowme is able to pluck them
out of my Father’s band. Each of thefe very
well deferve our particular attention. But as
that which may have a greater tendency to
anfwer the defign I have in view, I fhall raife
from them the following doltrinal obfer-
vation :

THAT Chriff’s fleep, being given to bim by
the Father, or committed tobim as a great
truft, bis faithfulnefs is engaged, that not
one of them, bow weak, and bow langui h-
ing or difeaféd foever in themfelves, [hall be

Sinally lof2, or fall foort of eternal bloffednefs.
I give unto them eternal life, and they fhall
never perifb, neither fhall any pluck them
out of my band.

In the profecution of this great and funda-
mental doc¢trine of the gofpel we fhall,

O I. CLEAR
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I. CLEAR our way by fome pofitions, that
may have a tendency to explain what we
mean by it.

1I. WE fhall endeavour to confirm and
eftablifh it, by feveral arguments ;

III. ATTEeEND to the moft confiderable of
thofe objections, which are advanced
againft it; and,

IV. ConsipER the great improvement,
that is to be made of this blefled doc-
trine, and how far our peace and com-
fort depend upon the firm belief of it.

WE begin accordingly with the firft thing,
VI,

I. T o clear our way by fome generzal pofi-
tions, which may ferve as illuftrations of what
we mean by the faints final perféverance.
And in order to ftate the queftion, obferve,

1. TuaT itis not difputed, whether per-
fons, who havean appearance of religion, make
large pretenfionstoanintereftin Chr2f?,and bear
a great profeffion in the world, whether, I fay,
fuch perfons may not, afterall, fall awayand be
loft, For we allow that this will be the cafe
with, alas! but too many who have called our
Redeemer Lord in this world, and yet have ne-
ver really been acquainted with his grace, nor
indeed have had any lot or fhare in this mat-
ter. It is therefore allowed on all hands, that
we may think we are fomething, and others

8 may
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may think fo of us too, yet all the while we
may have only a name to live, and be really
dead. Again,

2. THE queftion is not whether any man,
even a renewed man, is in himfelf a match for
the enemies he is furrounded with, fuch as
fatan, and the corruptions of his own heart.
We are ready to acknowledge that we can
no more think a good thought, as of ourfelves,
after converfion, than before; all our fuffici-
ency being of God. No, view a man fepa-
rate from the grace of God, and he is un-
equal to the leaft temptation. So that the
queftion is not, whether he hath a fufliciency
to overcome his enemies in himfelf, but whe-
ther at length he fhall not gain a compleat
viCtory over them. But again,

3. THE queftion is not whether, as to
the a&ting, or exercifing of grace, the foul
may not many times feem to be in a very
Ianguifhing condition, and in effe¢t fometimes
be at a very low ebb indeed. For this we rea-
dily grant hath been the cafe with fomme of the
greateft believers in the world; {fuch as Dazvzd,
Peter, and others. And, to add no more,

4. WE are not here difputing, whether
a believer may not fay, through the weaknefs
of his faith, that he is exceedingly fearful,
left he fhould fall thort, and never hold out
to the end : we allow this alfo to have been

often the cale of the beft of men.
O 2 BuTt
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Bur the queftion lies in this more efpe-
cially ; whether an ele& veflel, having once
tafted of the grace of God, can entirely lofe
that which was wrought in him, and fo
finally perifh; whether in the iflue, let his
apprehenfions or fears be what they will,
he may either feparate himfelf, or be plucked
by any other out of Chrz/i’s hand. This we
muft deny, and hope to make it appear very
evidently to you, that it is abfolutely impof-
fible. You fee how exprefs our text is, It
is not faid, perhaps, or it may pofiibly be, or
there is good ground to hope that they fhall
not perifh, if they hold cn believing, or the
like ; but, inan abfolute peremptory manner,
they fball never perifb, neither fhall any pluck
them out of my band. Which brings us to
confider the next general head, and that is,

II. 'To confirm or eftablifh this great truth,
which our Lord himfelf fo ftrongly afferts in
the text. And here we have a very large
field opened tous. For as God, in his abun-
dant grace, hath taken fpecial care to furnith
his people, in every part of his word, with
ftrong arguments, and gracious promifes of
confolation ; fo, as this is one of the main
fprings of the faints hope and joy, we have
fuch folid, and abundant evidence of it in the
{criptures, that one fthould ftand amazed, did

we not confider the weaknefs of faith in the
8 beft
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beft of men, that any {hould entertain a fcru-
ple about it. However, we fhall begin,

1. Wita the immutable purpofe of God
in eletion, as a foundation every way fuffi-
cient to build the pofition laid down in the
text upon, viz. 'That none of Chrift’s theep
thall ever perith, And in order to illuftrate
this, obferve,

(1.) TuaT God himfelf, as in his eflence,
fo in his determinations, is abfolutely incapa-
ble of the leaft change or alteration. This
i1s not only confirmed by the word of God,
where he is reprefented as zbe Father of lights,
with whom is no variablenefs, neither fbadow
of turning®, but may very eafily be evinced
from reafon. For, let it be confidered, if the
Lord changes, it muft be owing to fomething
in himfelf, or in his creatures. As to God
himf{elf, you know, one of the primary ideas
that we have of Deity, is, that he fhould
be always that fame wife, holy, juft and pow-
erful Being, that he ever was. Thus you
know that God fpeaks of himfelf, I am the
Lord, I change not : therefore ye fons of Fa-
cob are not confumed®, As to his creatures,
there cannot poffibly be any thing in them, or
done by them, but what was naked and open
before him, even from everlafting. Add to
this, that was he to alter on their account,
or becaufe of fomething that he did not fore-
know concerning them, this°would not only

O 3 be

€ Jam. i. 17. r Mal. iii. 6.
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be to eclipfe the glory of his omnifcience,
but, fo far, torender him dependent on the
creature ; which, you know, is directly con-
trary to the nature of an infinite, fovereign, and
unchangeable Being. This being allowed us,
we obierve again,

(2.) THAT this immutable Being hath, by
a peremptory decree, determined the falvation
of his chofen. This we might prove to you
from that place, where we are told, that as
many as were ordained to eternal life, believed? :
plainly fuppofing, that fome certain number
of perfons were thus really ordained to eternal
life. So that from hence it muft neceffarily
follow, that they cannot perifh, fince an un-
changeable Being hath thus decreed that they
thould enjoy eternal life, who fays of lumfelf,
My counfel fhall fand, and I willdo all my plea-
Jure . ‘This is then the firft argument, God
1s an immutable being, who hath refolved that
not one of his chofen ones fhall perith. But
this truth will be farther evident, if we con-
fider,

2. TuaT, the fame Fefus who hath de-
clared that they fhall never perith, hath, by
his glorious undertaking, and perfet accom-
plithment of it, for ever fet them fo far out
of the reach of their fpiritual enemies, that
all thofe who would endeavour to pluck them
out of bis hand, fhall not be able to effe&

it. But more particularly. )
(1.

1 A&s xiil. 48. k Ifai. xlvi. 10.
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(1.) He hath delivered them from fin, the
worft of their enemies, that which hath a na-
tural tendency to feparate betwixt them and
their God. Sin, as it is a violation of God’s
law, fo it is an act of rebellion, and highly
provoking in his fight. And he who hath
once been guilty of it, by this means, has fet
himfelf at a diftance from God, and declares
open war with him. Now if any thing in
the world hath a tendency to promote the
deftruction of a perfon, it muft be fin. And
as Cbrizf?’s theep, as well as others, have finned
againft God, fo they muift have perithed in
their iniquities, had he not, fome way or
other, removed their trapfgreflions from them.
Well, this he did by the facrifice of himfelf.
View him then, as he is reprefented in the
word of God, as taking upon himfielf the
iniquities of his theep, undertaking, by a vo-
luntary aét of his own, to anfwer for them ;
and then, though they have gone aftray in
themifelves, yet God can be ju/f?, and the jufi:-
Sier of them, who thus believe in him!: and
as he hath by one offering perfecied jfor ever
them that are fanilified™, there is therefore
now no condemnation to them that are in Chrift
Fefus ™, that is, to any of his theep. And thus,
you may ecafily fuppofe the difference between
God and them is made up, as the apoftle
{peaks, He bath made biin to be fin for us, who
knew no_fin, that we might be made the righte-

O 4 otfnefs

} Rom. iii. 26. m Heb, x. 14. ® Rom. viii. 1.
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oufnefs of God in bim°. ‘They are now, be-
come the objelts of God’s care and delight.
And if fin, that enemy which wars againft
the foul, and which, if any thing in the world
would pluck them out of Chrzff’s hands, it
muft be that, if, I fay, that hath entirely loft
its power of deftroying Chri/#’s theep; we may
very fafely conclude that theycan wever perifh.
Sin is undoubtedly that burden which makes
Chriff’s fheep groan for deliverance. And tho’
they maycry out, as the apoftledid, O wretched
men that we are, who fhall deliver us from the
body of this death® 2 yet, at the fame time, ina
view of their deliverer, they may well blefs
the name of the Lord, and with the fame
apoftle fay, Thanks be to God, thro’ 76/215 Chrift
our Lordd. They will carry fin to the grave
with them ; but as f{in would hinder them
from entering into glory, fo they fhall lay
afide every degree of it, at their diflolution.
Well, this is one, and the principal of the
enemies of Chrift’s fheep, which their great
fhepherd hath overcome. But again,

(2.) SAT AN, that roaring lion, O with
what diligence, with what {ubtilty and malice,
doth he endeavour to ruin Chr7/f’s fheep ! He
doth all he can to hinder them from coming
into Chriff's fold: and when they are brought
thither, he will labour, if poffible, not only
to defiroy their comfort, but even to pluck
thcm out of their fhepherd’s hands. But,

blefled

° 2 Cor. v. 21. P Rom. vii. z4. 1 Ver. 23.
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blefled be the Lord, he alfo is a conquered
enemy. Chri/t as God, hath not only abfolute
power over him, and keepshim within limits,
which he cannot exceed in his tempting of the
faints, without his permiffion; but he hath tri-
umphed over him, as a great conqueror, and
thatas the head, and in the name of his people.
So that, though he may defire to fift, or even
to deftroy them ; yet the glarious captain of
their falvation, as he knows the neceffities of
his people, fo alfo the ftrength of their ene-
mies, and on all occafions, will appear, one
way or other, for their deliverance. And
though the dcftrution of this enemy indeed
is not {o entire, as that he fhall never affault the
faints, or never gain, in fome meafure, the
advantage againft them ; yet this we know,
that he fhall never be able to feparate them
from the love of God, or rob them of ever-
lafting life, which Chrz# hath, by his fatis-
faction and righteoufnefs, obtained for them,
and fecured to them.

TuaT we may have a more full idea of
the malice of this adverfary, he is reprefented
in the word of God, not only as a tempter,
but an accufer alfo. He not only endeavours
to feduce God’s people from their obedience
to him, but then prefently accufes them of
the crime, with all its aggravating circum-
ftances, and pleads it for their ruin. And

this he is faid to do with unwearied diligence,
both
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both day and night*. Now to counterpoife
this, we are affured, that, if they /fin, he
himfelf is zheir advocates, at the throne; not,
as I humbly apprehend, to extenuate our guilt,
but to reprefent continually to his Father, that
great attonement, which he himfelf has made,
whereby his people, though guilty in them-
felves, are become righteous in the fight of
God. And in this he gains a renewed vi&tory
over Satan ; for all his malice can never paint
fin in fuch deep and dreadful colours, but
Chrift can plead his blood, and prove it to be
capable of cleanfing itaway. His people may
indeed have been greatly poliuted, and their
fins of a fcarlet dye, yet as wafhed in his blood,
they become white as fnow.

THi1s adverfary may therefore roar, and
threaten, and accufe, during the chriftian’s
pilgrimage, yet ftill here is his hope, and his
city of refuge. And left he fhould be dif-
mayed with the terrible apprehenfions of fall-
ing into the hands of this enemy, when he
comes to give up the ghoft, who would doubt-
lefs then, if pofiible, take the advantage, were
it in his power, and hurry him into everlafting
mifery, Chrift hath promifed his prefence at
that time to fecure his charge, and a guard of
his angels, to condult the fouls of his people
fafe to that repofe he defigns for them, in the
everlafting manfions of blifs. Thus then, as
to this adverfary, you fee, that he fhall never

pluck

* Rev. xii. 10. $ 1 John ii 1.
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pluck Chriflt’s fheep out of his band. For, ac-
cording to that ancient promife, the_feed of
the woman, has effe€tually bruzfed the bead,
011; broken the power, of the ferpent*. And
then,

(3.) THE world, both as to its fmiles and
frowns, fhall not deftroy one of Chri/#’s fheep.
Sometimes good men feem to be {fo much
glewed to this world, that one is at a lofs ta
know whether theyrhave any defires, or ex-
pe&tations, refpecting a removal to their Fa-
ther’s houfe above. At other times they are fo
furprifed, and diftreffled by unexpected afflic-~
tions and difappointments in outward things,
that they can hardly believe the great fhep-
herd takes any care of them at all. Thus,
one while they feed upon hutks, and another
they repine at the bleflings they enjoy, and
murmur at the providence of God. Why,
notwithftanding it may be, and is thus at
times, with the beft of God’s people, and
though they may be righteoufly and feverely
chaftifed for it, yet it is impoffible it {thould
effe@ their ruin. For as their fthepherd often
leads them over dark mountains, and in a way
that they have known but little of ; yet he hath
engaged, and being in himfelf immutable, his
word muft fland, that thefe things inftead
of feparating them from his prefence, and
care, and falvation, fhall work together for
their good®. And as he is the bead over all

things
t Gen, iii. 15. 8 Rom. vii. 28,
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things to the chu~ch™¥ ; fo it is in his power,
you know, to bring good out of the greateft
evil, and to bring to pafs what is leaft ex-
pected by the creature. Thus, though the
believer finds the world a fnare to him, as
having a great tendency to confine his regards
to itfelf, and fometimes attacking him with
its terrors; yet Chri/? bids his people be of
good cheer, for he has overcome the world* :
They may then be fure it fhall not ruin or de-
ftroy them. It may eat out a great deal of
their prefent comfort, but fhall by no means
rob them of their future and eternal happinefs.
And if,

(4.) Anxp laftly, you add to thefe death,
as rather a fuppoled, than a real enemy, Chrift
hath alfo conquered death. And let the be-
liever never {o much fhrink back, at the
thoughts of dying, yet his Lord will be with
him, more or lefs, in that dark valley, and
lead him by the hand fafe into the future
glory.

WE might be much larger upon each of
thefe, but you know they are matters more
ufually infifted on, and therefore what we
are ready to hope you are well acquainted
with. That you may fee the force of this
argument then, obferve, that if Chrif2 hath
overcome all the enemies of his theep, fuch
as fin, fatan, the world, and death; then he
hath taken effeGtual care, that none of thefe

thould

v Eph. i. 23. * John xvi. 33.
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thould ever pluck them out of his band, and
fo, that zbey fhall never perifb. If he hath
reconciled them to God, by the facrifice of
himfelf, if he hath refcued them from the
power of fatan, and if he will keep them
from the evil of the world, and make them
conquerors over death, then furely zbey fhall
never perifb; which was the matter to be
proved.

I smourLp now proceed to arguments,
drawn from the nature of the covenant of
grace, the promifes, and the perfeltions of
the divine Being, with feveral other confide-
rations which will ferve to demonftrate the
great truth in our text: but thefe I fhall re-
ferve to another opportunity. Let me only
add thefe two refleCtions upon what hath been
faid. And,

I. HaTn our Lord given his people efer-
nal life? then, this at once deftroys the doc-
trine of merit, on the part of the crea-
ture, and the pharifaical notion of working
for life. Would it not be the moft prepofte-
rous thing in the world for a perfon, who has
a clear title to a freec bounty from a prince, to
fet about attaining it by fome meritorious
piece of fervice of his own, and that too when
he is already in the poffeffion of it ? Yes cer-
tainly, fuch a one would furely rather endea-
vour to teftify his gratitude, by paying fuitable
homage to his great benefaCtor. And yet,
fo foolith is man, that though the Lord1 de-

clares
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clares, that he gives his theep czcrnal life, he
1s too apt to feek it in a way of defert. ‘This
is doing great wrong to our own fouls: for
if we flay till we deferve this life, before we
will entertain any comfortable apprehenfions
of our intereft in it, we may affuré€ ourfelves
we fhall never enjoyit. And fucha conduét
is indeed a fetting up our wifdom in oppo-
fition to that of God. He will have the
glory of giving us eternal life freely, but we
would have it as our own purchafe, and in
a way of dependance on cur own perfonal
merit, ‘Thus then you fee how, in this,
men oppofe the grace of God: and this is
not only the temper of thofe, who are not
Chrif’s fheep, but alas! too many that are
really related to him, they are for deferv-
ing eternal life, and not receiving it as his
gift, in a way of pure grace. But again,

2. AR we in Chriff’s hands, and there-
fore fecured from perithing ? let this teach
us then, where to go for every needful fup-
ply of grace, in our way to everlafting blef-
fednefs, and for ftrength againft all our fpi-
ritual enemies, and vitory over them. For,
we are not only more than conquerors, thro’
bim that bath lvved us? ; but of bis fulnefs,

we are to receive, and grace for grace =,

Y Rom. viii. 37. z Johni. 16.
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SERMON XII

Oz the final perfeverance of the fainss.

Joun x. 28.

And I give unto them eternal life, and they
Shall never perifh, neither fhall any pluck
them out of my band.

The fecond SErmoN on this text.

% AVIN G confidered the connexion of
B2 thefe words in a former difcourfe, I
% obferved the following things as more
immediately contained inthem :

1. THE great portion and privilege of
Chrift’s theep :  eternal life is theirs :

2. THAT this blefling comes to them in
a way of grace, and not of merit; I give
unto them eternal lLife : And,

3. THE happy confequence of this ; zhey
SPall never perifb; which our Lord confirms,

firft, by an aflertion of his own power, #ei=
ther
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ther fball any pluck them out of my band ; and
then, in the verfe following my text, from his
Father’s care and power alfo; My Father,
which gave them me, is greater than all : and
70 one is able to pluck them out of my Father's
band ; and then fums up the whole by affert-
ing his equality with the Father, both in
power and glory; I and my Father are one .
Inftead of infifting on thefe particulars, I chofe
rather toraife and profecute the following doc-
trinal obfervation, as the fubject of our dif~
courfe, viz.

THAT Chriff’s fbeep, being given him as a
Zruft by bis Fatber, bis faithfulnefs is en-
gaged, that none of thefe fhould perifh.

For the illuftration of which,

1. TLA1p down fome general pofitions, that
had a tendency to explain this important
doctrine, which I fhall not now repeat;
and then,

II. I ENDEAVOURED to eftablifth the truth

of it,

1. From the immutability of God’s counfel,
who hath determined their falvation; and,

2. FromM the effe€tual care which ourLord
Fefus Chrift hath taken to fubdue all their ene-
mies.

Not to detain you therefore, with what was
then delivered; we proceed now to another

argu-
2 John x. 30.
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argument to prove the faints final perfeverance,
or their never lofing, either grace in this world,

or glory in the other; and that thall be taken,
3. From the nature of the everlafting co-
venant, which being founded in the grace of
God, and not in the obedience of the creature,
is therefore ordered in all things and fure®:
and every blefling arifing from it, muft un-
doubtedly be fecured to all thofe who are in-
terefted in it. If you atk what I mean by
the covenant of grace, you need only turn
to that remarkable account the prophet Fere-
miab hath given us of this matter, But this
Sball be the covenant that I will make with the
boufe of Ifrael, after thofe days, faith the Lord,
1 2will put my law in their inward parts, and
write it in their bearts, and will be their God,
and they fhall be my peoplec. Compare with
this the following paflage. And I will give
them one beart, and one way, that they may
Jear me for ever, for the good of them, and of
their children after them. And I will make
an everlafling covenant with them, that I will
not turn away from them, to do them good ;
but I will put my fear in their bearts, that
they fball not depart from med. ‘That this is
to be underftood of the covenant of grace,
or a new covenant (f{o called, for this reafon,
amongft others, becaufe there was now a
more diftin& or zew difplay of it) I fay, that
this covenant is referred to by thefe paﬁ’ag;:s,
| the

P 2 Sam.xxiii. 5. € Jer. xxxi. 33. ¢ Chap. xxxii. 38, 39, 4.
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the apoftle to the Hebrews puts beyond all
doubt, where he fays, Behold, the days come,
Jaith the Lord, when I will make a new cove-
nant with the boufe of lrael, and with the boufe
of Judah: Not according to the covenant that
I made with their fathers, in the day when 1
took them by the hand, to lead them out of the
land of Egypt; becaufe they continued not in
my covenant, and I regarded them not, faith
the Lord. For this is the covenant that I will
make with the boufe of Ifrael, after thofe days,
Jaith the Lord; I will put my laws into their
mind, and write them in their bearts : and
I wil] be to them a God, and they fhall be to
me a people°. Now obferve what the Lord
promifes here ; it is not only that he w:i// pur
bis fear in their bearts, and his law in their
inward parts; but an aflurance is fubjoined,
that their fouls fhall cleave unto him ; Zhey
Shall not depart from me. See how effeCually
God has fecured the whole of their falvation
to them. Are they guilty ? faith he, I wz//
Jorgive their iniguity, and I will remember
their fin no moref. Are they in fear of lofing
my favour ? They are born of incorruptible feed,
and that feed abideth for ever®: and, I will
not turn away from them, to do them good™.
Are they apprehenfive of falling, or depart-
ing from me? I will be to them a God, and
they fball be to me a peoplei. It is not faid,

pe-

© Heb. viii. 8,9, 10. * Jer. xxxi. 34. 8 1 Pet. i. 23.
b Jer. xxxii. 40. * Heb. viil. 0.
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perbaps they may ; but they Lo be 7o me a
people.
Burt fome may objeét, that this refers 1o the
bringing back the Fews, from their ca tivity.
We allow that this may be the literal fignifica-
tionof the words. But they muft have a further
reference, asappears from the laft quotationout
ofthe epiftle tothe Hebrews, and from whatour
Lord himf{elf fays, by which he ex:tends it to the
whole eletion of grace. It isawrztten inthe pro=
phets, tays he, and they fball be all taught of God.
Every man therefore that bhath beard, and bath
learned of the Father, cometh unto me*. As
a confirmation of this covenant, the Lord hath
given us many great and precious promifes,
wherein he hath engaged his faithfulnefs for
the fecurity of his people, and which pro-
mifes are all yea and amen in Chrift Fefus'.
Thus, as the origin of this covenant was
meer {overeign grace, {o its foundation is efta-
blithed on the divine faithfulnefs, and the blef-
fings contained therein have an undoubted fe-
curity, as putinto the hands of the mediator,
and made over to us by the promife, and oath
of him, who cannot poflibly lie, or deceive.
He zs not a man that be fhould lie, neither the
Jor of man that be fbould repent. Hatbh be faid,
and fhall be not do it 2 Or hath be fpoken, and
Shall be not make it good ™2 For the mountains
Shall depart, and the bills be removed, but my
kindnefs fhall not depart from thee, neither fhall
P 2 the
k¥ John vi. 4§. ! 2 Cor.i.10. m Num, xxiii. 19,
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the covenant of my peace be removed, [aith the
Lord that bazh mercy onthee®. And thus faith
the apoftle Paul, He is faithful by whom ye
are called into the fellow/hip of bis fon, who
Jhall alfo conferm you unto the end, that ye may
be blamelefs 172 the day of our Lord Jefus Chrift °:
And again, Being confident of this very thing,
that be which bath begun a good work in you,
will perfeét it unto the day of Jefus Chrift p:
And again, The very God of peace fanétify you
wholly : and 1 pray God your whole [pirit, and
Joul, and body be preferved blamelefs unto the
coming of our Lord Jefus Chrift. Faithfzl is
be who calleth you, who alfo will doitd. And
to this the apoftle Pezer gives in his evidence,
when he fays, e are kept by the power of
God through faith unto falvation*. But X go
on now to another argument to prove this
point, and that is,

4. THE faints union with Ch»;2, as mem-
bers of his body. The ftri¢tnefs of this union
is fuch, that, what he did is accounted to
them, and their fins imputed to him. Now,
as this union was founded in grace, fo itis
indiffoluble. And as all things are prefent in
the view of God, he knows what will be the
temptations and corruptions of his people;
and notwithftanding the faving change that
pafles on them, and the fan&ification of his

Spirit, he knows what will be the weak-
nefs

® Ifai. liv. 10. © 1 Cor.i.8,9. P Phil.i.6, 9 1 Thefl.
V. 23, 24. * 1 Pet. i 5.
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nefs and finfulnefs of their conduét; but as
this has not hindered their being brought into
this relation, fo it never can influence him
utterly to caft them off; for he is unchange-
able, and his gifts and calling are without
repentance *. Our Lord gives us an account
of this particular, where he fpeaks of himfelf
under the charaCter of avine. I am the vine,
faith he, ye are the branchest. Here fome
may object, that Chrz/f commands his peo-
ple to abide in him*, implying that it muft
be their a&. In anf{wer to this, obferve
he adds, and I in you; and read alfo thofe
words in the fame context, 2z bave not chofen
me, but 1 bhave chofen you 5 and ordained you,
that you fbould go, and bring forth fruit, and
that your fruit [fhould remain™: Nowas the
fecurity of the branch is in its union to the
ftock, {o there can be no failure of life, whilft
the root fuffers no decay, and is conftant and
large in its fupplies to every part, fince I
leafed the Father that in bim fhould all fulnefs
dwell*, that from bis fulnefs we might receive
and grace for grace *. A chriftian indeed
would foon lofe all the grace he has, were it
not for that conne&ion there is betwixt his
Lord and him. Clrifl, related to us as our
head, may well be faid to be zbe author and
Jenifber of our faithY. As he is pleafed by
his Spirit to give the principle, fo he will fe-
3 cure

* Rom. xi. 29. ¢t Johnxv.5. % Ver. 4. ¥ Ver, 16,
% Col. i. 19. * Johni. 16. 7 Heb, xii. 2.
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cure the finithing firoke in our compleat
fan¢tification, and glory. Thus he fays, Be-
caufe 1 live, ye fhall live alfo 5 and in that day
ye fhall know that I am in my Father, and
you in me, and Iin you®.

WE may argue the final perfeverance
of the faints, from the interceflion of our
Lord Fefus Cbriff. And here, that you may
the better underftand the force of this argu-
ment, you may obferve,

(1.) THAT our Lord Fefius Chrift, confi-
dered as our mediator, doth intercede in the
behalf of his chofen, and more efpecially,
as to their final perfeverance. And then,

(2.) THAT this interceflion of his, as be-
ing founded in his own merit, and the thed-
ding of his blood, is always efficacious. From
which we may fafely conclude, that all thofe
for whom he thus interceeds, fhall inherit
everlatting life, or fball never perifb. Our
firft pofition, I believe is allowed on all hands,
VIZ.

(1.) TuarourLord F¥efusChriff interceeds,
or is reprefented in the fcripture, as pleading
in the behalf of his people, and efpecially
as to their final perfeverance. This matter
is put out of all doubt, by that paffage in
the evangelit Luke, where our Lord fays
to Peter, Simon, Simon, bebold, fatan bath
defired to bave you, that be may fift you as
wheat : But 1 have prayed for thee, that thy

faith
z John xiv. 19, 20.
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Saith fail not?; that is, that it fhould not
finally fail, or the principle, or habit of it
be loft. For as to the exercife of it, you
know it failed him in a great degree, when
a little after he fo obftinately denied his Lord.
Now if Chriff thus prayed for Feter, the
fame reafon that engaged him to exercife
this office of an interceflor on his account,
muit have the fame influence with refpect to
all the reft, even to the weakeft of his flock.
For why was it that he prayed for Pezer, but
becaufe he was part of the truft committed
to him by the Father ; and therefore he was
engaged not to lofe him? If any fhould fay,
this proves nothing, being a particular cafe,
wherein Peter only was concerned : it may
with eafe be replied, that our Lord mentions
that which is equivalent to it, concerning all
his difciples. 7 pray for them fays he, 1 pray
not for the world ® ; plainly making a diftinc-
tion betwixt his difciples, and thofe, who
were not of that happy number. Well, and
what is the reafon ? Why, fee what our Lord
adds, for they are thine, thy chofen beloved
ones. In a general fenfe the whole world is
the Lord’s, as the cattle upon a thoufand
hills are his. But thefe are his in an intimate
peculiar fenfe, as himfelf exprefles it, Al mine
are thine, and thine are nunec, 'They were
his alfo, and, that not only as their creator,
but more efpecially here as their redeemer,

P4 and

» Luke xxii. 31, 32,  ° John xvii, g. ¢ Ver. 10,



216 On the final perfeverance

and covenant-head. Upon which you may
obferve, what he fays further concerning them.
And it is worthy your notice, that this was the
parting requeft which he put up for them,
when he was juft about to leave them, A»d
now I am no more in the world, but thefe are
an the werid, and I come to thee. Holy Father,
keep through thine owi name thofe wwhom thou
baft given me, that they may be one, as we are.
While 1 was awith them in the world, 1 kept
them in thy name : thofe that thou gaveff me,
I have kept, and none of them is loft, but the
fon of perdition : that the ftripture might be
JSulfilled®.  And then a little further, he adds,
1 pray not that thou fhouldeft take them out of
the world, but that thou fhouldeft keep them
Srom the evil. And again, Senitify them
through thy truth, thy word is truths. And
then, left any fhould confine this to the dif~
ciples, he fays, Neither pray 1 for thefe alone ;
but for them alfe, which fhall believe on me
through their wordf. And asthe fum of the
whole prayer, he adds, Father, I will that
they alfo whom thou baft given me, be with me
where 1 am, that they may bebold my glory
which thou baft given mes. Now this would
be impoflible, unlefs they were 4epr by his
mighty power, through farth unto falvation®.
Thus then you fee how our Lord interceeded

for his people while h: was on earth. And,
though

¥ Johnxvii. 11, 12. € Ver.15,17. f Ver.zo. 2 Ver. 24.
h 1 Pet. i 5.
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though now heaven conceals him from our
fight, yet he is not unmindful of us, he
makes the fame requefts for us in that world
which he did in this. See to this purpofe a
paflage in the Hebrews, Whercfore be is able
alfo to fave them to the uttermoff, that come
unto God by him, feeing be ever liveth to make
snterceffion for them®. And this the apoftle
Jobn confirmis, when he fays, If any man fin,
we bave an advocate with the Fatbher, Jefus
Chrift the righteous™. ‘Thus then we have
largely proved our firft pofition, that Chri/f?
interceeds for his people, and that he not only
did fo while he was on earth, but that he doth
it now he is in heaven, and more efpecially for

their final perfeverance. Our next pofition is,
(2.) TuAT this interceffion of our Lord,
being founded in his blood and righteoufnefs,
cannot but be efficacious, and fo proves the
point under our confideration. Obferve, it
was not an affectionate prayer only that Chrif
put up to his Father for thefe bleflings on his
people, which, by virtue of his intereft in him,
will be anfwered, butitis attended with fome-
thing, that farther aflures us that the bleflings
he prayed for will be beftowed ; for, fays he,
I not only pray for them, but, Father, 1
will that they alfo whom thou haft given me be
with me, &c. And, the apoftle Fobn informs
us, that we bave an advocate with the Fatber,
and he gives us this defcription of him, thliu:
e

t Heb. vii. z5. k 3 Johnii. 1.
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he is Fefus Chrift the righteous!: one who
ftands before the throne, as the righteous head
of the church, who though guilty in them-
felves, are yet righteous and comely in him.
And this it is, that makes his interceffion effec-
tual ; for as our Lord Yfefius Chrift could not
afk any thing of his Father but what is con-
fiftent with his glory to beftow, fo, for in-
ftance, the pardon of fin, the removal of
guilt, and the gift of everlafting life, could
not be obtained by his interceflion, for thofe
who deferve everlafting deftru&ion, unlefs it
were attended with the effeCtual plea of his
own merit. Sin lying at the door, all man-
kind are naturally and juftly condemned, and
expofed to ruin, till that is removed by our
Lord fefus Chrift ; and without that it is im-
poffible either that he fhould pray for fuch
fouls to be admitted to glory, or that fuch a
petition, if made, could be anfwered. For
God’s juftice, being offended, that muft be
appeafed, before he can be reconciled, or the
finner be admitted to his favour. We are
to confider our Saviour therefore, as baving
by one offering perfelled for ever them that
are fanéitified™. In the virtue of which atone-
ment he is now gone to his Father’s right
hand, and there pleads in the behalf of his
chofen, and that his plea is moft prevalent
he himfelf lets us know, by what he fays,
as it is related by the evangelift obn, And

Jefus

! 5 Johnii. 1. m Heb. x. 14.
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Jetus lift up bis eyes, and [aid, Father, I thank
thee that thou bhaft heard me. And I knew
that thou beareft me always®. Now if fo,
then he muft needs hear him, when he put
up that prayer for the whole eletion of grace,
Father I will that they alfo whom thou baft
given me, be with me, where I am ; that they
may bebold my glory °. From which we may
very fafely conclude the final falvation of God’s
ele&t : Chri/? interceeds for them that they
fhould not perifh, and his interceflion is moft
prevalent, therefore they cannot perith. But
to proceed to another argument,

6. THE glorious truth contained in our
text, may be confirmed by this confideration;
that Chrz/’s fheep have his Spirit promifed
to them, to take up his abode in their hearts,
and to remain with them, not for a day or
a year only, but for ever. Now if this be
true, and we believe him to be poffefled of
infinite power, wifdom, and grace, his habi-
tation cannot but fecure, to all thofe who par-
take of fuch a blefling, a meetnefs for the
inheritance of the faints in light. This meet-
nefs, left we fhould miftake, may be confi-
dered, in a two-fold way; either as to wor-
thinefs, and then it is in Chrif#’s rightcoufnefs
that we expect to behold the glory of God to
our comfort another day. But then as fleth
and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God,
that is, a principle of carnality is not confiftent

with
8 John xi. 41, 42. © Chap. xvii. 24,
2
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with the perfe& purity and happinefs of the
{aints in the world above; fo here we are tocon-
fider it as the work of the Spirit. He it is that
brings the falvation wrought out by our Lord,
to our fouls, fubdues our enmity againt it,
enables us to receive it with pleafure and fa-
tisfation, and then works all our works in us,
and for us. Now if we prove that he is not
only fent and given to Chriff’s theep, but that
he abides with them all for thefe blefled ends,
then I think it will naturally follow, that
they can never perifh.

OeseRrVE then what our Lord fays, to this
purpofe, inthe 14th of fobn. He was now
about to depart; well, he will not leave his
difciples comfortlefs : and which way does he
take to encourage them ? Why, fays he, 1
will pray the Father, and be fball give you ano-
ther Comforter, that be may abide with you for
ever 5 even the Spirit of truth, whom the world
cannot receive, becaufe it feeth bim not, ncither
knoweth bim: but ye know bim, for be dwelleth
with you, and fhall be inyou®. Obferve, it is
not faid, he fhall abide with you, unlefs you
grieve, affront, and drive him away, and if
fo, he fhall utterly forfake you; but in a pe-
remptory way, be fhall be in you, and abide
with you jfor ever. He may be as it were
quiefcent, and for a time withdraw his con-
folations, but he will never utterly leave you.

And then, that this muft not be confined to
the

? John xiv. 16, 17,
2
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the apoftles will appear very plain, if we
confider, that the glorious effe&® or confe-
quence of this blefling, our Lord hath equally
fecured to all his theep, when he fays, Nez-
ther pray I for thefe alone, but for them alfo
which fhall believe on me through their word :
that they all may be one, &ci. And if they
are all to enjoy eternal life, then they muft all
partake of the fame Spirit, for If any man
bave not the Spirit of Chrift, be is none of bis ™.
And he who 15 not Chri/f’s thall never fee his
glory, in a way of peace and comfort. Thus
then we fee that the whole ele@ion of grace
have Chri/#’s Spirit fecured to them, yea, as
one that is to remain with them, and that
for ever. Now, if fo, it is impoffible that
they thould ever perifh. For obferve, thisgood
and gloricus Spirit is no lefs than the moft
high God, and therefore able, furely, to ef-
fe¢t what he pleafes. Are they ignorant?
he can reveal what he pleafes to them ; for
the Spirit fearcheth all things, yea, the deep
things of God®. Are they difconfolate, or un-
believing ? he can enable them to cry, Abta
Father®, and lead them to the Son of righ-
teoufnefs for joy and comfort. Are they fub-
jet to fall? he can keep them by his own
power, make them more than conquerors,
and at length accomplith the good pleafire of
bis goodnefs in them®, and with the diffolution

of

$ 1 Cor. ii. 10,

2 John xvii. 20,21. * Rom. viii. g.
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of their bodies deftroy even the principle of
corruption, that gives them fo much uneafi-
nefs, while they are on this fide the grave.
This we might alfo confirm, by confidering
the nature of thofe gifts which this Spirit be-
ftows upon us; fuch as faith, repentance
unto life, and the like. Now as thefe arife
from the free grace of God, as abiding fa-
vours, fo they are given never to be taken
from us, as the apoftle Pau/ exprefly aficrts,
when he fays, The gifts and calling of God
are without repentance ™ ; or, without a pof-
fibility on God’s part to repent that he has
beftowed them upon us. And if fo, if life
and falvation are connefted with thefe, then
thofe who are made partakers of them can
never per:fb. Now, nothing can be more
evident from fcripture than that falvation is
connected with faith and repentance, or that
the fame God that gives us to believe in
his Son, will alfo, as another blefling, give
us an entrance into glory: for evangeli-
cal repentance is unto life: and as be zbat
believeth fhall be faved*; {o we are kept by
the power of God thro' jfaith unto falvation?,
Thus then he who is partaker of the former
will be of the latter, unlefs it repents the
Lord that he hath beftowed thefe gifts upon
him, which is utterly impoffible. Obferve,
we are to confider faith, repentance and eter-
nal life, as the gifts of God. They are all

re-
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reprefented to us in his word, under that view.
Thus the apoftle Pax/ fays, By grace are ye
Javed, through faith; and that nof of your-
felves : it is the gift of God*®. And the apo-
ftle Peter {peaking of our Lord Fefus Chrift,
fays, Him hath God exalted with bis right hand
t0 be a prince and a faviour, for fo give re-
pentance to Irael, and forgivenefs of firns®.
And as to eternal life itfelf, we find our Lord,
in our text, acquainting us that we have it as
an a&t of favour; I give untfo them eter-
nal life. You may alfo further obferve, that
there is a certain order and connection be-
twixt thefe bleffings, not in a way of merit,
but in a way of priority. Thus he whofe fins
are done away by the death and fatisfaction
of Chrift, fhall in time be effeCually called,
and this as an act of grace in God, and of
power in the Spirit; and then he who is cal-
led, fhall be kept through faith; and he who
is fo kepe, fhall at laft be compleatly faved. All
thefe bleffings are entirely independent on the
creature ; and where one is given, all the reft
neceflarily follow. And the reafon is becaufe,
as I have faid, #be gifts and calling of Geod are
without repentance®.  If thercfore Chriff's
theep have thefe gifts beftowed upon them ;
then they cannot but enjoy eternal life, which
was the matter to be proved. But I proceed
now to the laft argument,

7. AND

2 Eph. ii. 8. * Adsv, 31. b Rom. xi. 29.
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. AND this may be drawn from the ab-
furdity of the contrary opinion. As one well
obferves, ¢ that doctrine is undoubtedly to
‘¢ be received, that hath the greateft tendency
““ to illuftrate the glory of the divine per-
¢« fections; and no fentiments are to be en-
¢ tertained that in the leaft refle¢t on the
“ mercy, fovereignty, immutability or any
“ of thofe peculiar glories of God, which he
‘“ will not give to another.”” Now I hum-
bly apprehend, that to {fuppofe the pofiibility
of any of Chrif’s fheep perithing, or that
any of thofe committed to him by the Father,
may finally fall from their interef in his favour,
carries 1n it not only an impeachment of every
perfection in the Deity, but the greateft flur
upon the glory of each of the divine perfons
in the blefled Trinity, Father, Son, and Spi-
rit, And,

(1.) As to the Father, to fuppofe he hath
not abfolutely determined the final falvation
of the ele&, is to render him uncertain as to
this very important event. For, according to
thefe men, the Lord hath refted eternal life
upon certain conditions, which entirely de-
pend on the free-will of the creature, whe-
ther he will accept them or not, and accord-
ing to his acceptance or refufal of thefe con-
ditions, God deals with him, and either be-
ftows eternal life or excludes him from it.
Now obferve what this neceffarily implies, to
wit, uncertainty even on God’s part, whetlll::r

this
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this blefling is to be his or no. For having
given him a condition which is at his plea-
fure, he may either accept or refufe it. But
that the Father has determined the final fal-
vation of his people has been already abun-
dantly proved; and as the purpofe is from
everlafting, and the decree is gone forth, to
fuppofe it fhall in any inftance fail of fuc-
cefs, and prove abortive, is to f{uppofe an
imperfeCtion in the Father’s wifdom, a de-
fe& in his power, or a difregard to ftrit
juftice and faithfulnefs, or rather indeed a
deficiency in all thefe glorious attributes. And
can there be a greater, or a more unworthy
refleGtion on the divine Father? Again,

2. To difpute the certainty of the faints final
perfeverance reflects great dithonour on our
Lord $fefus Chrift. It is to fuppofe the infuffi-
ciency of his capacity as a Saviour, and the
uncertainty of the fuccefs of his undertaking ;
it is to conclude, either that he has not fully
anfwered the demands of divine juftice, ful-
filled his engagements in the everlafting co-
venant, and brought i1n a perfet and everlafi-
153z righteoufnefs €, or that he has not taken
care to fecure his own purchafe, tho’ it has
been obtained at fo ineftunable a price; it is to
fuppofe that he will be unfaithful to his own
promifes, and, tho’ he has faid he will /Jowe
his own to the end?, that yet he will not make
it good; it is, in a word, to fuppofe, after

all
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all he has gone through in order to prefent
the body perfect of which he is the head, he
will be content to do it in maimed und dif-
membered circun:ftances atlaft. And again,

3. THIs doCtrine cafts great refleion ei-
ther on the ability, or the faithfulnefs and
goodnefs of the holy Spirit, who has under-
taken effeGtually to fhew the rhings of Chrift
to his people ¢, to purge and fanéZify f them,
to give them new bearts®, to inbabit them™,
and make bis abode with them, to commu-
nicate to them the fpi7:t of adoption?, to guide
¢hem by his hand ¥, to condu& them in the
way through this howling wildernefs, and at
laft to deliver up his charge fafe into the hands
of Chrif}, and into the poflefiion of that glory
for which he undertook to make them meet.

Havinc thus explained this blefled doc-
trine, and endeavoured to eftablith the truth
of it, I fhould have proceeded to confider the
principal objections againtt it, but that I muft
leave to another difcourfe, and clofe what X
have faid with a few words of application.
And,

1. LT this be matter of comfort to chri=
ftians who have backilidden, and whofe
hearts mourn on that account. They bave
an advocate with the Father, fefus Chrift the
zighteous™. This can be no encouragement

to

© Johnxvi.t3,14. f 1 Cor.vi.11. & Ezek. xxxvi. 26.
h Rom, viii. g, 11. Johnxiv. 16. ! Rom. viii, 15, * Johs
xvi, 13. 1 Pfal, Ixxiil. 24. ™ 1 Johnii. 1.
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to fin, but may bea blefled prefervative againft
defpair, ‘That there is a neceffity for fuch an
advocate, who can plead a perfect atonement
and righteoufnefs on our behalf, is fuch an evi-
dence of the ftri¢t juftice of God, and his
perfect holinefs, that it is the beft argument
for the neceflity of purity to the chriftrii cha-
racter, and the greateft motive to enguge us
to afpire after growing lmprovements in it.
And fince in our beft condition, in this im-
perfect fiate of thinzs, we arc {till groaning
under a Jaw in our members, which wars
againft the lew of our munds®, and we are
liable to mifcarriages which bring us fome-
times even into doubt of our ftate; what a
blefled provifion of graceis it, to prevent the
dreadful confequences of a ftate of defperation,
that we may apply ourfclves to fuch a pow-
erful and fuccefsful interceflor, who isalways
before his Father’s throne to plead for us?
But again,

2. LET us try ourfelves by this way, whe-
ther we are of that happy number, who fbz//
never perifb. Have we the Spirit of Chriji 2
If fo, then we are bis. And would you know
whether you have the Spirit? why, he always
exalts Chrz/f, and humbles the creature. If
the more we advance in the appear.ance of re~
ligion, the more vain we grow in the opinion
we have of ourfelves, and the lefs we im-
prove in our value for Chr7/}, our love to him,

Q 2 and
» Rom. vii. 23,
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and our experimental reliance on him, it is a
fad proof that our pretenfions are not founded
on the work of his Spirit, whofe proper bu-
finefs it 1s to lay the creature in the duft, and
to take of the things of Cbri/?, and thew them
to his people. But if, in the midit of all our
weaknefs, we daily improve in hamility, and
in our honourable efteem of Chriff, and love
to him, itis a good fign that we are under
the influence of his Spirit, in whofe' hands
we can never perifh. Once more,

3. AND laftly, can any of us fay, that we
have had the experiencc of the gifts and call-
ings of God, and believe them to be without re-
pentance? let us then be looking and longing
tor Chrift’s appearance : for unto them that look
Jor bim fhall be appear the fecond time, without
Sin, wunto falvation®, And, in the mean time,
let us labour to walk as thofe who have re-
ceived {o glorious an inhabitant into our hearts,
as the Spirit of God. Are we temples of the
Holy Ghofi® 2 O awbhat manner of perfons ought
we to be in all boly converfation and godlinefs 2
How fhould we labour, by our living tefti-
mony, to refute the cavils of thofe who caft
contempt on his glorious perfon, and his
almighty work ? How fhould we conftantly
endeavour to preferve and improve the di-
vine confolations he came to enfure, by a
watchful, tender, humble and holy walk ?
Then may we hope for growing light, and

grow-

® Heb.ix.28. P y Cor.vi.1g. 2 2 Pet. iii. 11,
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growing comfort; and, in one word, then
may we hope to be inftruments to {pread the
glory of rich grace, and maintain a fteady
confidence of our perfonal intereft in the eter-
nal love of the divine Father, in the perfe&
atonement of our great Redeemer, and our
everlafting fafety in the hands of his Spirit.

Q3 S E R-
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SERMON XIIIL
O the final perfeverance of the faints.

Joun x. 28.

Aud I give unto them eternzal lifz, and they
Shall never perifh, neither [ball any pluck
them out of my band.

The third SermoN on this text.

. je€t I have been endeavouring to ex-
<& plain and confirm, is the certainty of
> the faints final perfeverance; which
I have inferred, at large, from the unchange-
ablenefs of the nature of that God, who, as
he hath power to bring to pafs what he pleafes,
fo he hath by a peremptory decree fecured
this bleffing to all his chofen ; from the effec-
tual care which our Lord Fefzs Chri? hath
taken to fecure them from all their encn;ies ;
rom

4
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from their intereft in the covenant of grace,
eftablithed upon the beft promifes ; from their
union with Chriff, their intereft in his inter-
ceflion, and their enjoyment of his Spirit to
abidewith them, the nature of whofe gifts and
graces are incorruptible and have everlafting
life connefted with them. And I have proved
it alfo from the abfurdity of the contrary opi-
nion, and the dithonour it refleéts on the di-
vine Being; on Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft.

T o which I mayadd, that the reafon which
is affigned why any, who have made a pro-
feflion of religion, are left to final apoftacy is,
their not being of the number of Gad’s cho-
fen; plainly implying that thofe who are,
fhould be preferved from it, Thus fudas was
the fon of perdition®*. And the apoftle Fobn
fays of fuch, They went out from us, but they
were not of us: for if they bad been of us,
they would no doubt have continued with us :
out they went out, that they might be made
manifelt zbat they were not all of us. But ye
bave an unétion from the bely One, &cP®.

I miGHT alfo, in the laft place, confirm this
dodtrine from the various fimilitudes by which
it is reprefented to us in the word of God,
which are abundant evidences that Cbriff’s
Jheep fhall never perifl, meither fhall any pluck
them out of bis band, They are the Lord’s
own portion, and the bt of bis inberitance® s

Q 4 they

? John xvii, 12. ® 1 Johnii, 19,20, ¢ Deut. xxxii. 9.
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they are his jewels ¢ ; they ave fef as a feal on
bis beart, and on bis arm ¢ ; they are graven on
the palms of bis bands, and their walls are con-
tinually before bimf ; they are the members of
that myflical body of which Chrs? is the
bead® ; the living branches of the true vine™ :
Chrift is the bridegroom i, and they are efpoufed
to bim¥; they are the Lord’s building?,
founded on the rock of ages™; God himfelf
25 a wall of fire round about them ®, their place
of defence is the munition of rocks®, an the
gates of beill fbali never prevail againff them® :
their faith is more precious than gold that pe-
riflcth s, their bope as ar anchor fure and ffed-
Jaft, caft <within the wvail, whither Chriff as
their forerumner is for them entered*: and
whofocwer drinketh of the water be gives, fhall
never tirft 5 but the water be fhall give bim
Shall be a well of water in bine [pringing up
into everlafling life°.
Havixg thus at large eftablithed the doc-
trine itfelf, I come,

II. 'T'o confider the moft material of thofe
objetions which are raifed againft it.
And here,

1. SoME argue from the fall of our firft
parents from their ftate of innocency, and fay,

if
4 Mal. iit. 17. ¢ Cant, viit. 6. f Ifai. xlix. 16. & Col.
18, » Johnxv.i1, 2. ! Chap.iii.z9. ¥ 2 Cor, yi. z.
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Serm. XIIL. of the faints. 233

if they, in the re@itude of their nature,
were {ubje to fall, much more a poor weak
believer, who has the fame enemies, and lefs
ftrength with which to encounter them. Tao
this it is replied ; that there is a vaft deal of
difference between grace in the believer, and
innocency in Adam. ‘The one was in its own
nature mutable, the other is incorruptible. The
condition of .A4dam’s ftanding was fettled ; the
poflibility and danger of his fall reprefented,
and the punifhment that was to follow. He
ftood in his own natural firength, and fo he
fell. But it by no means follows, that the
believer fhould perifh from that ftate, his fta-
bility in which is fecured by the immutability
of God, the ftedfaftnefs of the everlafting co-
venant, the fatisfaCtion and ftrength of Cbrif,
and the habitation of the Spirit. But I pro-
ceed,

2. To the confideration of the feriptures,
which are principally brought in defence of
the pofiibility of the faints final apoftacy. Such
as,

(1.) THAT account we have of the ftony-
ground hearers, who received the aword with
Joy,and yet afterwards fe// away*t ; where I need
only obferve, that of thefeit is only faid, that
they received the external meflage of the gof~
pel wzzb joy, which is very confiftent with the
want of that faith in our Lord Sfe/us Chrif?,
which is abfolutely neceffary to falvation. And

you
t Mat. xiii, 4, 5, 6, and Ver, 20, 21.
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you know it is udded that they bad not root in
themfelves 3 and fo only endurca for a while.
To which 1 will add, that when Pax/ and
Barnabas preached to the gentiles at dnracch,
it is faid of them 4/ in general, that zbey
were glad, and glrified the word of the Lord ;
but it was only as many among them as were
ordained to eternal life thet believed® Bur this
we fhall confirm at large under another head,
and proceed,

2. To confider that paflage in Ezekiel,
where it is faid, that wben the rightecus turneth
away from bis righteoufnefs, and committeth
Iniquity, and doth according to all the abomina-
sions that the wicked man doth, fhall be live 2
All bis righteoufnefs that be hath done fhall not
be mentioned : in bis trefpafs that be bath tref-
paffed, and in bis fin that be bath finned, in
them fhall be diev. And hereitis to be firfk
of all obferved, that it appears from the whole
fcope of this context, that the prophet is vin-
dicating the equity of the divine proceedings
with refpec to the people of the Fews, on
whom he had brought heavy temporal judg-
ments, for the heinous inftances of their rebel-
lion againft him, and departure from him.
And if we take the words in a ftill larger fenfe,
it is very evident they are not to be referred to
the covenant of grace, becaufe they {peak not
the language of it, but of the law. They
fay the fou! that fins fball die* : whereas the

voice
* Afs xiil. 48. v Ezek. xviii. 24. x Ver. 4.
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voice of grace is, that God bhath fent forth
bis Son to be a propitiation jfor us?¥, and
that whofoever believeth in him fhall not perifb,
but bave everlafting life *. In one word, there
is nothing faid here of the imputed righteouf-
nefs of Chr¢/}, which is that alone that jufti-
fies, but of a righteoufnefs which is a man’s
own ; and which is not the fruit of faith, or
of a principle of grace wrought in the heart,
but a meer moral, partial, temporary refor-
mation, which however ufeful it may be,
often deceives others by its appearances, and
will fatally deceive that man himfelf who
depends upon it. And as a man may fall
from it, into open practical wickednefs, con-
tempt of all his outward profeffion, and into
obdurate and final apoftacy, and receive fuit-
able punifhment ; all this we allow: but no
argument can be drawn from hence in oppo-
fition to our text, and the current of the fcrip-
tures, which affure us of the eternal fafety of
Chriff’s theep. 1 go on now to confider,

3. THAT paffage in the epiftle to the He-
brews, where it is faid, It is impoffible for thofe
who were once enlightened, and bave tafted of
the beavenly gift, and were made partakers of
zhe holy Ghoft, and have tafied the good word
of God, and the powers of the world to come 3
¢f they fball fall away, to renew them again
unto repentance : feéeing they crucify to them-
Jehves the Son of God afrefb, and put him to

an
¥ Rom, iii. 25. = John iii, 1§,
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an open fhame®. ‘The argument advanced
from thefe words is to this purpofe: If the
perfons mentioned in the text are true be-
lievers, then believers may fall away; but
the former is true, therefore the latter. As
a confirmation of which, it is obferved that
the perfons fpoken of here, are not only faid
to be enlightened, but to have zafled of the
beavenly gift, that, isfay they, to have been
fed by faith, on the Lord Sfefies Chrif¢, and
have been made partakers of the hboly Ghoff.
Now thefe are difcriminating privileges of
kzlievers; therefore the apoftle mufk be fup-
pofed to have his eye upon thofe in this
paflage, and if fo, then there is a pofiibility
for the moft eminent faint to apoftatize. This
is the fum of the objetion, I think, in its
greateft force.

INn anfwer to which I would firft obferve,
and that only for argument fake, for I hope
to thew you the cantrary, that though we
fhould grant that what the apoftle fays here
might be referred to the believer ; yet I hum-
bly apprehend, that the words being pro-
pofed conditionally, to argue any thing from
thence, in a matter of difputation, is little
more than begging the queftion. For I can-
not but apprehend that it is highly confiftent
with the glory of God, as a holy Being, to
declare in his word the conne&ion there is
between final apoftacy and everlafting punith.-

ment,

3 Yeb. vi, 4, §, 6.
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ment, without fuppofing the one or the other
as neceflarily the cafe and portion of any of
his children. And that he may have wife
ends in this is equally evident; for as the be-
liever may be confidered under a two-fold
view, either as in himfelf, or in the Lord
Fefius Chrif, {o the Lord may befpeak him
as thus confidered in hisword. Thus for in-
ftance, as to the matter in hand, the moft
eminent faint while in a ftate of confli&, view
him in himfelf, feparate from the grace and
ftrength of Chrif?, and he is liable every mo-
ment to apoftatize, becaufe of that propenfity
there i1s in his nature to turn afide from God ;
but view him, on the other hand, as related
to, and united with Chr7f, asftanding in and
by his ftrength, and it is abfolutely 1mpoflz-
ble. Which though it be undoubtedly the
cafe, yet doth this hinder the Lord from de-
claring in his word the infeparable conne&ion
there is betwixt final apoftacy, and the pu-
nifhment of it? 'This he may do for the
humiliation of his children, and the exalting
his own grace. ‘Thus what is more natural
than for a child of God, when looking round
on all his enemies, in the fenfe of his own
inability to encounter them, to lie in the duft
before the Lord, adoring his grace that ever he
fhould be preferved by his mighty power
unto falvation, and all this without the leaft
doubt or hefitation as to the fecurity of the

blefling itfclf ? May I not fay, that unlefs the
8 Lord
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Lord keep me I fhall certzinly fall, and if
I do fall finally, I fhall certainly perifh,
without contradi¢ting my well-founded faith
and hope, that he who hath kept me hitherto
is able to preferve me, and bring me off
vi&orious, and that he will do fo? You fee
then, that if we refer it to believers, the
obje&ion pioves of no force, fince it is only
a declaration of the conneflion there is be-
tween fin and punithment.

But as I cannot but apprehend that the
defign of the holy Ghoft here was not to
fpeak of believers; fo, if I fhew you that
there is nothing in the text which can
give us juft ground to confine it to them, and
give you fome inftances of perfons who have
arrived at all thefe attainments, and yet have
been ftrangers to faith in the Son of God,
that faith which denotes a man an heir of
falvation, then I hope it muft be allowed
that the paflage is entirely out of the queftion.
For though a perfon, how exceedingly fo-
ever diftinguifthed from the reft of the world
by his profeffion and outward appearance,
nay by the eminency of his talents, but want-
ing the root of the matter, may apoftatize ;
yet we are not from thence to conclude, that
true believers may.

AnD here, for your better underftanding
the mind of the holy Ghoft in this paflage,
let me obferve in gener.l, that, as every gift

comes from God as a fovereign Being, he
diftri-
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diftributes thefe according to his own plea-
fure; to fome he gives greater, to others lefs
attainments : juft as it is in the common boun-
ties of providence, fome have as much as heart
could wifh, while others are in great ftraits.
"This we fee alfo confirmed as to natural abi-
lities : fome the Lord endues with quick appre-
henfions, folidity of judgment, and exceeding
retentive memories ; while others are in want
of all thefe, and this without the leaft refleétion
on the juftice of God, becaufe they are fa-
vours which we have no right to, and he
may do what he w:i// awith his own®. And
thus it is alfo as to fpiritual abilities, or at-
tainments in religion : fome fhall be under
unavoidable neceflity of remaining ftrangers
to the found of the gofpel, as the heathens;
while others fhall enjoy it, and attend all
their days upon it, and yet be almoft as ig-
norant of the great things contained in it,
as the very pagans themfelves : others again,
and which comes to the matter in hand, fhall
receive the gofpel in the letter of it, and
arrive at a competent meafure of knowledge
as to the way of falvation by Cériff, and
yet, contenting themfeives with thiis, are very
far from the kingdom of God. Others, again,
fhall go one ftep higher, and receive the mef-
fage, as it brings happinefs with it, with plea-
fure, and fatisfaCion, and perhaps continue
to rejoice in it for e feafon, till afterwards it

ap-
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appears that they had 70 root in them* by their
apoftacy from it. Some of thefe have been
found, in all ages of the church, to have been
favoured with many eminent gifts, fuch as
freedom of exprefling themfelves either to
God in prayer, or for God in the work of
the miniftry, and which perhaps, though
coming from a dead unrenewed heart, being
clothed with the energy of the holy Ghoft,
hath brought life with it to other fouls, while
the infirument hath been left in the natural
enmity of his mind againftit. That this may
be, and really hath been the cafe with many,
is too well known to be difputed. How-
ever our Lord puts it out of all doubt, when
he aflures us, that maeny will plead their right
to the kingdom of heaven in the day of ac-
count, in that they bave prophefied in his name;,
and in his name bave caft out devils, and done
many wonderful works ; but notwithftanding
all this, fhall be reje@ed by him ¢. Now itis
evident, that, without fome more than com-
mon gifts, thefe perfons could not be faid to
do thefe things. Thus fzdas doubtlefs
preached Cbhriff, and very likely wrought
miracles, when at the fame time his heart
was under the government of the bafeft
covetoufnefs, and in order to gratify this
wicked principle, he hud entertained in
Lis mind the inoft deicitable purpofe of
betraying his Lord and m.atver, And, asthe

laft
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laft thing I fhall mention under this head,
fee the account we have of this matter from
the prophet ffaiah. Xer they feek me daily,
and delight tfo know my ways, as a nation that
did righteoufnefs, and forfook not the ordinance
of their God: they afk of me the ordinances
of jufbice : they take delight in approaching to
God*c. Here were perfons, not only under a
profeffion of religion, but who feemed to bid
very fair for fincerity, and yet were all the
while guilty of the greateft hypocrify and de-
ceit.

Now obferve, if this may be, and hath
been the cafe with many perfons, then, if
I thew you that the apoftle in this paffage hath
his eye to fuch profefiors as thefe, and not to
true believers, the obje@ion, how forcible fo-
ever in its firft appearance, will prove invalid.
That he hath not then his eye to believers in
this place I prove thus: Thereis nothing, in
the whole of it mentioned, either of faith in the
Lord Fefus Chriff, orwhat is equivalent to it:
nor on the other hand any of thofe privileges
by which believers are deicribed, fuch as their
being cholen, called, and faved, according to
the purpofe of bis grace®, eleét according to the
Sforeknowledge of God®, chofen in Chrift®, and
the like ; but thofe things only are mentioned,
which perfons, making a bare profefifion of re-
ligion, mayattain unto, in common with thofe
who are really regenerated. Now you will

plainly
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plainly fee, that we are not to argue, from that
which is commonto unbelievers with believers,
any thing whereby we may properly infer a
man to be really born of God. Thus, for
inftance, all that are born of God have their
meafure of light and knowledge in the things
of God. But all that have light and know-
ledge are not born of God, as we have before
proved to you. And taking thisremark along
with us, let us now proceed to examine the
pafiage itfelf.

AND hereobferve, that the perfons fpoken of
are faid to be en/sghtened. 'The original is pwrio-
Sévlec, which fome have chofe rather to render
baprifed, than enlightened, becaufe of the fre-
quent ufe of the word in that fenfe among the
ancients, who very commonly when they {peak
of a perfon’s being baptifed, and foreceivedinto
the chriftian church, makeufeofthe fameword
which we tranflate here enlightened, Now if
you underftand the word here in this fenfe, you
remember that, as in the jewifb church, a//
were 76t Ifrael, who were of Ifrael’; f{o, in
the chriflian church, all are not members of
Cbhrift who come under that ordinance: this
is fo apparent that none deny it. But taking
the word, as it is tranflated, I hope none
will difpute whether Fudas muft not be fup-
pofed to be, in fome meafure, enlightened (and
the degree is not fet down here) before he could
preach Chbrizf# with the reft of the apoftles : and

yet

i Rom. ix. 6.
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yet who have fuppofed him to have true grace?
And thus, though all belicvers are enlightened,
as we obfeved before, it doth not follow that
all enlightened perfons are believers.  So that
the firft expreffion hath notbing in it but what
the chriftian enjoys in common with many,
who are not in the fume relation with himfelf
to the Lord fefus Chrift ; and this character
cannot therefore be brought as an argument
that the apoftle’s defign is to f{peak of be-
lievers.

THE next expreflion is their having tafled
of the heavenly gift. By the beavenly gift the
objectors for the moft part underftand the Lord
Fefus Chrift, and thence infer that thefe per-
fons muft be believers. To this I an({wer, that
perfons may be in fome meafure convinced of
their fins, and be full of trouble and anxiety
about their condition, and fo be looking out
after a remedy, and hearing of Chrz# in the
gofpel as the faviour of {inners, may find fome
pleafurc and fatisfation in the mefiage, and fo
be faid to zafle the beavenly gift, who yetare
never made faving partakers of it, Obferve,
it is not faid having fed on Chrift by jaith ;
for, were that the cafe, our Lord f{oon puts
an end to the controver{y, by affuring us, that
whoever eateth bis flefb and drinketh bis blood
bath life eternal®. ~ So that tafting in the text
muft be fomething different from feeding on
Chrift ; or elfe apoftacy, final apoftacy I mean,

R 2 and
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and that is what we are contending about,
would be impoffible.  This expreffion there-
fore hath nothing in it that proves the perfons
to be believers. For a perfon may have fome
flight fuperficial re/ifb of Chrift in the gofpel,
and yet never be drawn to him by tbe Fa-
ther L.

THE next expreflion, and that which they
moft rely upon, is their being made partakers
of the boly Ghofi. Now, obferve, the holy
Ghott in fcripture is put either for the third
perfon in the facred Trinity, as one with the
Father, and the Son, God over all bleffed for
ever 3 or elfe for thofe gifts and graces which
he beftows upon mankind. That he is thus to
be underftood in fcripture is univerfally al-
lowed. If therefore you underftand the words
in the former fenfe, we have before at large
proved to you, that wherever he comes, it is
to take up bis abode for ever, which muft ne-
ceflarily prevent final apoftacy. So that it
muft be referred to thofe gifts, which, in a
fovereign way, as I have before fhewn you,
he gives to many, whom he never defigns to
bring to glory,

As to the next expreflion, viz. their afling
of the good word of God, 1 have already ex-
plained it, by obferving, that perfons may re-
ceive the gofpel with joy, and yet not mix it
with faith. And as to the powers of the world
fo come, if you underftand this of the do&rines

of
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of the refurrettion and the final judgment,
thefe may influence a perfon toa confiderable
degree of morality in his converfation, who
may be yet wholly zgnorant of God’s righte-
oufnefs, and going about to ejtablifb a righte-
oufnefs of bis own™, and feeking falvation, as
it were Oy the deeds of the law ™, may fall {hort
of it,

Trus then I have thewn you that there is
nothing in all this paffage that contradiéis the
propofition laid down in our text: for though
perfons arriving at all thefe attainments may
fall away, yet the leaft of Chriff’s theep fhall
not, being under his care and patronage. And
as a further confirmation of it, let me only
add, what the apoftle fays to thefe very He-
brews, in the words juft following thofe under
our confideration, But beloved we are per-
fuaded, that is, we are confident°, of better
things of you, and things that accompany fal-
vation, though we thus [peak®. As if he had
faid, ** Though we fpeak to you all as pro-
‘¢ feflors of religion, and aflure you, that if
‘“ any of you having made fuch a profeffion,
‘“ and reft in external attainments, and after-
‘“ wards fall away, and apoftatize, it will be
““ next to impofiible, that is very difficult,
¢¢ that you fhould be renewed again to repen-
“ tance; yet for your encouragement who are
¢ beloved, we are perfuaded that this will ne-

R 3 ¢« ver
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‘¢ ver be your cafe, God having now beftowed
“ upon you thofe graces of the holy Ghoft
which accompany falvation.”

AND here, left any ‘doubting foul fhould
from this text write bitter things again{t him-
felf, remember, that though the words feem
to run in an abfolute way, yet the word we
tranflate zmpo/fible hath been taken in other
places, and I apprehend it muft in this, with
limitation, ‘Thus our Lord fays, If is eafier
jor a camel to go through the eye of a needle,
than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom
of God%; and yet we know that many who
have been rich, and for a time have trufled
in their riches, are now fet down with A4ra-
bam, Ifaac, and ‘facod, in that blefled king-
dom. And befides our Saviour adds, when
his difciples were aftonifhed at thefe words,
with men it is impoffible, but not with God : for
with God all things are poffible*. So that all
allow, that our Lord is only exprefling the great
difficulty that attended it: and why may not
the word have the fame fenfe here? Thus
then I have largely confidered this paflage,
and I have been the more particular upon it,
not only becaufe of its difficulties, but the
very great applaufe it hath met with when
produced in favour of the apoftacy of the
faints ; whereas in reality it hath no manner
of reference to them, and if it had, it is only
an intimation of the conne@ion between apo-

ftacy
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ftacy, and the punifhment of it, for the hu-
miliation of the faint, and the exalting the
glory of the grace of God,.

(4.) Tue fame an{wer may be given to
that paffage, where the apoftle fays, For if
we fin willfully after that we have received the
knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no
more facrifice for fins, but a certain fearful
looking for of judgment; and fiery indigna-
tion, which fhall devour the adverfaries*:
which, if you underftand it of final apoftacv,
it fuppofes nothing, in fa&, as to the poffibility
of the faints falling under it; but only, in
general, that wherever any fall from their pro-
feflion, if they renounce the facrifice of Chr:f?,
there is no other provifion for their falvation.
And fhould any man infer from my faying to
a fellow-chriftian, If you fhould appear in
in the end to be no true believer, by your
final apoftacy, you will certainly be damned;
would it, by any rational conclufion follow,
that therefore the faint that is really fo, may
be liable to {fo dreadful a condition? Thus then
I hope 1 have let you a little into the fallacy
of the reafonings that are made ufe of from
this paflage.

(5-) THE next portion of fcripture I fhall
turn you to, that is advanced in favour of
the faints apoftacy, is that where it is faid,
Now the juft fball live by faith: but if any
man draw back, my [foul fhall bave no pleafure

R 4 in
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in him. Buf we are not of them who draw
back unto perdition : but of them that believe,
o the faving of the foult. 'Thole who plead
for the poflibility of the faints falling from
grace, find fault here with our tranflation of
the words, and render them thus: Now tbe
Juft fhall live by faith, but if they draw back,
my foul fhall bave no pleafure in them. From
whence they form this argument; If by the
juft man here is meant the believer, then, if
there is a pofiibility of his falling, there is
alfo a poffibility of the falling of the greateft
faint upon earth. But the former is true, there-
fore alfo the latter. As to the firft propofition,
that itis {poken of believers 1s evident, from
the character that is given of them ; they are
the juft, and they /ive by faith. So that they
think they have good ground to conclude, that
the meaning of the words runs thus : The ju/?
JShall live by faith, that is; if he continues in
his faith, dut if he draws back, my foul fhall
bave no pleafure in bim. ‘This I take to be
the fum of what is produced from this text
in théir favour.

IN anfwer to which, what I faid under
another objection will, I think, folve every
difficulty that can remain in this. For, ob-
ferve, if you fuppofe it to refer to the be-
liever, what doth it conclude, but this, that
God may declare, for the humiliation of the
faint, and the exaltation of his own grace,

the
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the connetion there is betwixt fin and pu-
nithment, without fuppofing either the ore
or the other neceflarily in his chofen ? It is
evident to every one, that the words are pro-
pofed in a conditional form : and to argue any
thing from thence to a matter in difpute, asI
have before thewn you, isbegging the queftion.
Were this all that we could fay to the ob-
je¢tion, for my own part, I cannot fee but it
might be fufficient to convince every one ac-
quainted with the word of God, and duly at-
tending toit. But if, on the contrary, I thew
you, that the defign of the holy Ghoft was
to fpeak of the believer only in the firft ex-
preflion, and of a perfon making enly a pro-
feffion of religion, and having only a form of
godlinefs, in the next; it muft be allowed, that
the argument drawn from hence to fupport the
final apoftacy of the faints cannot but be en-
tirely inconclufive. For though fome may
draw back in the fenfe of the text, yet it doth
not therefore follow, that the true believer
may.

BuT that you may better underftand this
paflage, you may obferve, that the apoftle is,
through the whole of this chapter, fpeaking
of two forts of perfons, both having a form
of godlinefs, and one of them no more than
a form. Thus he fpeaks a little before of fome
who forfake the affemblies of Chrift, and this,
in contradiftinétion from the true members

of his myflical body, who defire to preferve
a
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a due regard to the honour of his inftitu-
tions®. And many other inftances might be
mentioned in the context, were it needful : but
I believe, if you confult itat your leifure, you
will eafily perceive the truth of this obferva-
tion. Well, taking this along with us, we may
fee how beautifully the apoftle carries on the
fame defign in the words before us. Thereare
two different flates mentioned which are ap-
plicable to two different forts of perfons. Thefe
two flates are wig-cws on the one hand, and
umog-ons on the other, of them that delieve,
and of them that draw back.

OBsERVE again the different ends that are
aflfigned to thefe perfons; the one fhall Jive,
and believe to the faving of their fouls; and the
other fhall be difowned by God; he wi/l bave
70 pleafure in them, notwithftanding all their
pretenfions, and in the iflue fhall fall into
perdition. And now what can any infer from
all this, but that the believer, being keps by
the mighty power of God, fhall in the end ob-
tain everlafting fa/vation ; whereas, on the con-
trary, perfons who draw back thall certainly
be deftroyed ? which may with the utmoft
freedom be allowed, without denying the doc-
trine of the faints final perfeverance. Thus
then you fee how foreign this paffage is from
the purpofe for which it is brought ; for in-
ftead of containing any thing of that nature,
it appears to carry in it a plain evidence of the

cone
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contrary truth, which I have been endeavour-
ing to confirm. For you will obferve, what
the apoftle fays, B% are of them that believe
to the faving of the foul; that is, eternal life
will be our portion. And what is the reafon ?
Why it is given to us to believe in the Lord
Fefus Chrift, as an inftance of his kindnefs to
us, and as he hath begun his good work in
us, we may depend upon the full inheritance,
as well as the firft pledge of it. But,

(6.) THE next confiderable paflage that is
brought to prove the faints apoftacy, and in-
deed the laft that I fhall mention, is in the
writings of the apoftle Peter, when defcrib-
ing the dreadful chara&ter and condition of
the apoftates of thofe times, he fays, Whern
they [peak great fwelling words of vanity, they
allure, through the lufts of the flefb, through
much wantonnefs, thofe that were clean efcaped
Srom them who live in error : while they pro-
mife them liberty, they themfclves arc the fér-
vants of corruption : for of whom a man is
overcome, of the fame is be brought in bondage.
For if after they bave efcaped the pollutions of
the world, through the knowledge of the Lord
and Saviour Jefus Chrift, they are again en-
tangled therein, and overcome s the latter end
is worfe with them than the beginning. For it
bad been better for them not to have known the
way of righteoufnefs, than after they bave known
7, to turn from the boly commandment delivered
unto them, But it is bappened unto them accord-

ing
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ing to the true proverb, the dog isturned to bis
own voinit again 3 and the fow that was wafked,
2o ber wallowing in the mure¥. The argu-
ment drawn from this paffage is of tae fame
nature with the preceding, vzz. If the perions
fpoken of in the text are faid to bave efcaped
the pollutions of the world, and that through
the knowledge of our Lord Jefus Chrift, they
muit be believers: and if fo, then believers
may turn as dogs to their wvomir, and {o be
Ioft.

IN anfwer to this I fhall only obferve, that
it is fo very evident, even upon the bare read-
ing of the text, who the perfons are that the
apoftle would defcribe, that one would won-
der any man fhould ever fuppofe them to
have really believed in the Son of God. Who
knows not but perfons may have efcaped from
error, and have arrived at a moral converfa-
tion, and fo may be faid to have ¢fcaped the
pollutions that are in the world, and yet after-
wards make it appear that this was not upon
a right foundation, by a returning to their
former courfe? May not a man that never tafted
of the grace of God, know the way ofrighte-
oufnefs, and feemingly fet out with much zeal
in it, and yet all the while be an enemy to
God in his heart, and fo turn again to his
folly ; whofe knowledge inftead of profiting
him may prove an aggravation of his guilt ?
Thefe things are fo commonly infifted on in

practi-
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pratical difcourfes, that you cannot but be
well acquainted with them. And now, under-
ftanding the paffage in this fenfe, and if you
read the context at your leifure, you will fee
how confiftent it is with the deﬁgn of the
apoftle. What is there in it to oppofe the faints
perfeverance ? Though fome, who may have
the name of faints, and alfo a degree of know-
ledge in common with thofe who are really fo,
may furn_away from the boly commandment ;
yet it doth not hence follow that faints may.

Anp thus I have gone through the moft
confiderable texts of fcripture which are pro-
duced by the adverfaries of the faints final
perfeverance. I fhould now have gone on to
the confideration of thofe inftances that are
given, by which they think they can demon-
ftrate that this hath been the cafe with fome,
and therefore may be with all. But this I
mutit leave till another opportunity, only let
me drop thefe two reflections.

1. ARE there many who may go a great
way in religion, and yet not one fpiritual
and believing fiep towards the kingdom of
God? How earneftly then fhould we beg of
God, that we may not be left to deceive our
own fouls ? Every grace hath its counterfeit ;
and we know the beart is deceitful above all
things, and defperately awicked*. But would
we judge fafely concerning our own fate ; let
us alk ourfclves where we are puttmg our

truft
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truft and dependance. Is it in Chriff, or in
ourfelves ? do we lock for glory, immortality,
and eternal life in him, as the only refuge fet
before us? Why then,

2. WE may affure ourfelves, that he who
hath been tbe author, or beginner, will be zhbe
Senifber of our faithy. 'Though many fhall
appear in this world like ftars for their bright-
nefs, and in the iflue lofe their luftre and fall
into hell ; yet, where grace hath once taken
pofleflion of the {foul, it fhall never be loft.
Though many may have received light and
feeming fatisfaGtion under the means of grace;
and may have had eminent gifts of the holy
Ghoft, and yet after all f2// away, and are
never renewed unto repentance ; yet that foul
who has thofe things which neceflarily ac-
company f{alvation, fhall certainly in the iflue
arrive at the full enjoyment of it.

Y Heb. xii. 2z,
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