SERMON IX.

The charatter and privilges of
Chrift’s fheep.

JounN x. 27.

My fheep bear my woice, and I know them,
and they follow me. .

The firft SErMon on this text.

SZHEREare two reafons whichour Lord

i r =3 affigns for his {peaking in parables:
a3 one of which relates to his obftinate
™ enemies, the fcribes and pharifees,
who wilfully fhut their eyes againft the cleareft
light. Tothefe he {peaks under thefe figures,
that [eeing they might fee, and not perceive, and
bearing they might bear, and not underfland= ;
as a jult punithment for that inveteracy and
contempt, with which they treated his per-
fon and his do€rine, notwithftanding all the
ratio-

2 Mark iv. 12,
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rational, the divine, and miraculous evidence,
which he brought along with him. The
other reafon of Clrz/’s {peaking in parables
refers to his difciples, who were flow of hears
fo believe ®, and very dull and imperfeét in their
knowledge and underftanding, and therefore,
by this manner of inftruction, efpecially when
thefe parables were explained, the docltrines
of truth became more familiar to them, and
they were able to conceive and judge more
readily about them. So that what was de-
figned as a punithment to the adverfaries of
our Lord, by his wifdom and goodnefs, be-
came a mercy to his difciples. In this man-
ner, in the chapter before us, he acquaints
his followers, with the intimate relation he
ftands in to them, and his watchful care over
them, under the familiar fimilitude of a thep-
herd and his theep. But this was an entire
myftery, a hard and dark faying to the Fews.
Thus you read, in the context, This parable
fpake Fefus unto theme, but they underfiood not
avbat things they were which be [pake unto
them ., And it is very probable the difciples
would have known little more of it, if our
Lord had not more particularly applied it to.
himfelf, and explained it to them.

I smaLL not ftay to enquire into the feve-
ral parts of this parable at prefent. The moft
material things in it will natarally fall under
our confideration, in the profecution of the

fubject

b Luke xxiv. 25. ¢ John x. G.
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fubje& betore us. All that I thall farther ob-
ferve, by way of introduction to it, is, that the
Fews having folemnly afked our Saviour whe-
ther he were the Chrif2, he replies, I zold you
and ye believed not : the <works that I do in my
Father’'s name, they bear witnefs of med. He
refers them to the miraculous works which he
had wrought among them. And moreover,
affures them, that their incredulity was no
furprize to him ; for he knew that they were
not his fheep, and therefore it was no wonder
that they did not hear his voice, or believe
the report that he made concerning himfelf,
Bur ye believe not, fays he, becaufe ye are not
of my fheep, as I faid unto you©. In oppofi-
tion therefore to their charaéter, and in con-
tradiftin&ion from his enemies, he adds con-
cerning his difciples, in the text,——AMy [hecp
hecr my woice, and I krow them, and they
SJolloww me.  Asif he had 1aid, ¢ If the wicked
¢ defpife me, and perifh, if they{eeno form of
¢ comelinefs in me; yet my friends, my dif
«¢ ciples, they know the pleafure of conver-
< fing with me; and all mine ele¢t fhall
¢ hear my voice, and live; they fhall fol-
«“ low me, and I will make them to /Ze
“ down in green paftures, and lead them befide
«« zhe il waters.”” And here then,

I. LeT usconfider with what propriety and
affeCtion our Lord fpeaks of his difciples:
he calls them his fZecp,

1I.

4 Jobhn x. z3. ¢ Ver. 26.
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JI. WHaAT he afferts concerning them, and

as peculiar to them : that they fear Lis
worce. And,

1II. OurLord’s {pecial regard to them, he
knows them; and their duty and privi-
lege, they_followy him whitherfoever he
goes,

I. It is remarkable with what propriety
and affection Chrz/# {peaks of his difciples ; he
calls them his fbeep.

THEY may be faid to be Chriff’s fheep, as
they were created by him. For we are to
know that this Lord, be 7s God, it is bhe thaf
bath made us, and not wwe curfelves; we are
bis people, and the fbecp of bis pafturef. He
it is, of whom it is faid, @/l things were made by
bimz s and without hint was not any thing made
that was made®. Now it is certain we muft
be the property of him who gave us our being,
and efpecially as we live upon his providence
continually, and are upheld by the word of his
power. But thisis not the fenfc of the words
in the text, becaufe in this view, our Lord
might as well fay it of his encimics as of his
friends. The veflcls which are fitting them-
felves for deftrucion, as well as thoic wlich
are prepared for mercy, are in this {enfe, his

Sheep, as they are the workmanthip of his
hands.

‘THose therefore, of whom Clriff {peaks
in this place, are his /Zeep in a peculiar fenfe,

M thole

f Plul. c. 3. ¢ Johni. ;.
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thofe only, and all of thofe who are of the
cle&ion of grace; part of whom are already
brought in, many of them got fafe to glory,
and others there are who muft yet be brought
in, till they all become one fheepfold under
the one great fhepherd ™, and bifbop of fouls,
the Lord fefus Chrift. Thefe may be com-
pared to fleep on account of their natural,
wealk, and decfencelefs condition; they are
like fheep among wolves, and were they left
to themfelves, would eafily fall a prey to
every enemy ; and they are only fafe, as un-
der the fhepherd’s care. Moreover they, like
theep, are very fubject to go aftray. But per-
haps, the principal reafon of this comparifon
may be taken from the change that divine
grace makes upon them. When, by that
bleffed influence, the pride and haughtinefs,
the paffion and fury of their nature is effetu-
ally fubdued, and they are made meek and
lowly, in fome mcafure, like their humble
Lord; when they are difpofed, in fome good
degree, like him, to the tendereft treatment
of others, while they are ready to forgive,
and not apt to indulge a fevere refentment of
the injuries which they reccive themfelves.
Tucy are Clriff’s fbecp, as the gift of the
Father to him. And this fpecial propriety in
them he frequently takes notice of in this
gofpel of Yohn. Thine they awere, fays he,
and thou gavefl them me’.  Here we might
3 con-
» Joln x 16, I Chap. xvil. 6.
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confider the Father’s right to give them, and
the delight and fatisfaction of the Son in re-
ceiving them from his Father’s hands. As
God knew from everlafting what creatures he
would form, fo he had an undoubted right to
difpofe of them, according to his pleafure.
Thefe, by his everlafting purpofe, were his
portion, and, by his own appointment, were zbc
lot of bis inberitance* ; and accordingly he
gives them to his Son, in the covenant of
grace, to which his Son confents, and doth
it with a great deal of joy and pleafure, as
having his heart fixed upon them. As the
Father could beftow no greater teftimony of
his love on the church, than in the gift
of his Son; fo it was a pcruliar mark of
his affetion to him, that he gave him all the
elect, who were fo dear to himfelf, Now you
know nothing is freer than a gift, and what
we obtain in this way we generally value, and
may fafely call our own: yea, it is as really
ours, as it was the property of thedonor, before
he beftowed it uponus. Moreover, they were
given to Chrift as his care, and his reward, as
a truft committed to his charge, and asan in-

heritance, that he thould enjoy for ever.
AcGAIN, they were his by purchace, as well
as by gift. Thus he bought them out of the
hands of juftice, as finful creatures. As they
were given to him as creatures, fo they were
purchafed by him as finners. Now what a
M 2 man

¥ Deut. xxxii. g
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man buys, and pays an equivalent for, is cer-
tainly his own. This was neceflary with
refpect to the ele&, for the maintenance of the
gloryof the divine perfections, which were fo
much difthonoured by the fall.  He hath pur-
chafed the church unto himfelf, with bis own
dlood 1.

AcGAiN, his theep are his by conqueft, as
well as by purchafe, as they are made his
willing people in the day of his power ™. This
is neceflary in order to cur happinefs and his
glory ; to our happinefs in the enjoyment
of him, and to his glory in our f{ubjeltion
and obedience to him. And in this conqueft
he acts both powerfully, and tenderly ; at
once to fecure the viftory over them, and
yet to do it with their own confent.

OxcE more, they are his by pofieflion,
and that partly in this world, and they will
be fully fo when they come to glory. Ac-
cording to which it is faid of Chrz/, that
God the Father bath put all things under his
Ject, and given him fo be the bead over all
things to the church, which is bis body, the ful-
nefs of bim that filleth all in all®. But I come
now to the next general head, which is,

II. T o obferve what Chrif? afferts concern-
ing his_fbecp, and which is peculiar to them ;
viz. that they bear his voice. In this, to be
fure, he alludes to the ufage of fhepherdsé

an

1 Aéts xx. 28.  ® Pl cx. 3. » Eph. 1. 22, 23.
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and efpecially of thofe in the eaftern part of
the world, where their cuftom was to go be-
fore the fheep; and every flock knew their
own fhepherd’s voice, and followed him, and
by his call he recovered them when they
were going aftray, and brought them into
the fold when it was a proper time for them
to take their reft. Thus our Lord Fefus
Chrift is as well the prophet of his people,
as he is their Lord and governour. And as
they are naturally without knowledge, and
at beft but very imperfeét in it, fo he hath
feveral ways of fpeaking to them for their
inftruction, their reproof, and comfort. It is
cbfervable, that he afferts this in general con-
cerning all his theep. ¢ My fbecp, whoever
“ are {o, not in name and profeflion only,
% but indeed, and in truth, thefe, all thefe
¢ hear my voice:” and then he plainiy diftin-
guifhes them, in this, from the reft of the
world, ¢ thefe, and only thefe bear niy voice.
« Others either hear nothing at all of me,
¢¢ or in hearing, underftand not, and in fee-
““ ing are utterly blind to the excellency of
“ my perfon, and the great and glorious
¢« things which the gofpel reveals concern-
« ing me; but thefe hear ny voice.”” INow

here we may enquire,

1. WHAT the voice of Chriff 1s? And
2. WHEN we may be faid to bear it?

M 3 1. THEN,
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1. THEN, what is the woice of Chrif??
The wozce you know is that by which we
convey our ideas of things one to another.
By this we impart the fecrets of our minds,
open our hidden purpofes and works, and in-
ftru&t and comfort thofe with whom we are
converfant. And, in this {fenfe, it was pecu-
liar to the immediate followers of our Lord
Fefus Chrift, to hear his voice, when he was
upon earth.  As they were honoured with the
fight of his perfon, fo he indulged them with
a great deal of difcourfe about fpiritual and
heavenly things. But then, we are to re-
member, that the bare hearing of Cl#z/? {peak,
though it wasa great honour, yet it conveyed
no neceflary f{piritual advantage: for thus
Fudas heard his voice, as well as the reft of
the difciples, and a vaft multitude of the Feaws,
who never received any faving benefit from
him. ‘They heard him cry out, If" any man
thivfe, let bhim come unto me, and dirink°, and
yet they never tafted of the divine refrefh-
ment. INay the worft enemies Chrift hath
will bear his woice, in the great day, but it
will be to their utter confufion and deftruc-
tion ; when hewill fay unto them, Depart from
me, ye curfed, into everlafting fire?®.

Acai1n, there was a verce of Chrift which
the apoftle Pau/ heard, after the afcenfion of
our Lord to heaven, which was peculiar to

him,
¢ john vii. 37. P Mat. xxv. 41.
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him, and which we are not to expe&t ; and
together with this woice he had a vifion of his
perfon, that he might be able to fay he had
feen our Lord, which was neceflary to the
character of one who was to be a witnefs of
his refurreGion. And I may add, that Jfobn
the beloved difciple, in the revelation which
was given him in the ifle of Patmos, had
fome fpecial difcoveries, which we alfo are not
to expect. Chrzff {peaks to us in another and
more familiar manner.

WEe might here likewife obferve, that
Chrift’s voice was heard under the old tefta-
ment difpenfation. Thus, he {pake in the
firft promife, and in all the {acrifices and other
fervices of the tabernacle and temple; he
fpake in all the prophecies of that difpenfation,
and efpecially in thofe which relate more im-
mediately to his perfon, righteoufuefs, death,
and fatisfaction. Mis jTecp then heard his
wvoice, {oasto folloro him, and tc commit the
keeping of their fouls to him, though he did
not fpeak fo plainly then, as he hath done
fince, under the prefent difpenfation, when
life and immortality are brought more clearly
zo light by the everlafting gefpel. And now,
that we may the better form a judgment of
the woice of Chriff, we are to confider him
in the feveral capacities, in each of which
he fpeakstous. And,

(1.) WE may confider him as a prophet
fent from God ; and fo, he reveals to us the

M 4 great
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great myﬁeries of falvation, and the feveral
glorious and important dotrines of the gofpel;

the knowledge of which we could obtain no
other way. For this our Lord is well qua-
lified, as he lay in the bofom of the Father,
and was privy to all the counfels of his will :
to this he was particularly appointed, as you
find in the promife which God gave to his
people of old, The Lord thy God will raife
up unto thee a propher from the midft of thee,
of thy brethren, ltke untome, though fuperior
in dignity and glory ; unto him fFall ye hearkens :
and in this oflice he was actually engaged, as
the apoftle tells us, God who at ﬁma’ry times,
and in divers manners, [pake in times paft unto
the fathers by the prophets, hath in thefe laft days
Spoken unto us by bis Son*. Now this he did,

in part, by his own miniftry, while he was
upon earth, but more fully, after he was af-
cended into heaven, by his apoftles, whom
he infpired with the knowledge of thofe truths
which before lay hid in the wifdom and coun-
{el of God. Thus we are by them acquainted
with the great dotrine of a trinity of per-
fons in the unity of the divine effence, which
is fo full of inflru&ion and comfort to the
faints ; as they obfcrve how each of the eter-
nal three is concerned in their fulvation, and
how every way equal they are to the work,

which they were fu crally pleafed to under-

take, To this purpofe, we might alfo take
notice

g Deut. xviil. 135. r Heb. t. :, 2.
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notice of the great do¢trine of eleting love, the
wonderful myfteries of redemption, and jufti-
fication, which are now {et before us in the
cleareft light, together with the convicting and
{anctifying influences of the Spirit: thefe things
are, in all their faving efficacy, mofit clearly
and fully revealed to us by fefus Chrift.

(2.) As a fovereign and a lawgiver, he
fpeaks to us, in thofe direétions which he
hath given us for the worfhip of God, and
for the regulation of our conduct in this world.
That he hath a right to {peak to us under
this character cannot be difputed. It is cer-
tainly his prerogative to give laws to his {fub-
jects; and that he cannot err herein is plain,
from his being perfectly acquainted with his
Father’s will and glory, and therefore a pro-
per judge how we are to honour him. Now
the voice of Chrif? herein is exceedingly plain,
and eafy to be underftood, if we are enabled
to attend unto it without prejudice, or parti-
ality. 'Thus, let the true chriftian fearch the
fcriptures, and he will foon find the great or-
dinances of hearing the word, baptifm, and
the Lord’s fupper, revealed therein. And he
need not be long at a lofs in his enquirys
after what manner thefe things are to be per-
formed : for I think they are told us in the
plaineft language that can be. And the fame
may be faid with regard to our perfonal con-
duct in all other refpects towards the great

God, towards our fellow-creaturcs, whether
friends
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friends or enemies, our families or {trangers.
OurLord hath, in his do¢trine and hisexample,
told us what he requires of us in thefe feveral
relations: and it is not becaufe men want di-
reCtion, or, in many inftances, that they do
not underftand the matter of their duty, that
they are fo carelefs about it, but it commonly
proceeds from other caufes; it is owing to
the hardnefs of their hearts, and the preva-
lence of their lufts and corruptions.

(3.) TuHERE is the woice of Chriff as a
redeemer, a faviour, and a friend, in thofe
gracious difcoveries, and glorious promifes
of the gofpel, which are defigned for the
flrong confolation of thofe who have tafted
that the Lord is gracious. Thus he fays to
finners, burdened with a fenfe of their guilt,
Come unto me all ye that labour, and are beavy
lnden, and 1 will give you refi . Ho, every
one that thirfleth, come ye to the waters, and
be that bath no money ;5 come ye, buy and eat,
yea, come, buy wine and milk wwithout money,
and without pricet. He tells them, that bis
blood cleanfeth from all fin®. And his Spirit
aflures them, that be is able alfo to fave them
to the uttermofl, that come unto God by him,
Seeing lie ever liveth to make interceffion for
tbem™. To hispeople in a back{liding ftate, he
fays, Take avith you avords, and turn to the
Lord, fay wnuto bim, take away all inigquity,

and

® Mat xi, 28, tIai.lv.i, * g Johni = v Heb.
vil. 25.
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and receive us gracioufly 5 [o will <we render
the calves of our lips*. And he faid to Pe-~
ter, when he prophefied bis fall, I fave
prayed for thee ; that thy faith fail not¥ : and
thus Paul/, under the influence of Lis Spirit,
faith to the Romans, The God of peace fhall
bruife Satan under your feet flicrtly = To his
people, under ill ufage from the hands cf
their enemies, or under any other trouble, he
fays, Let not your hearts be troubied : ye be-
lreve in God, believe alfo in me®. And thus,
when they are weak and diftrefled, he leads
them to himfelf, as to the fountain from
which, they are fupplied with every needful
thing.

4.) THERE is the voice of Chrift as the
great difpofer of providence. So he fpeakerh
once, yea, twice, yet man perceiveth it not®.
Thus he {peaks beth in merciful and affli&ive
difpenfations. Sometimes he fays, My fon, give
me thine beart©; at other times, Al things
work together for good to them that love God ¢
and your light afflicZion, which is but for a
moment, worketh for you a far more exceeding,
and eternal weight of glorye. Again,

(5-) He fpeaks as God’s power to his peo-
ple, and then he fpeaks not to the ear only,
but to the heart. This he doth fometimes
with means, and fometimes without them:.

I

_* Hof.xiv. 2. ¥ Lukexxii. 32. = Rom.xvi.20. ?* John
xiv.r. b Jobxxxiii. 14. € Prov.xxiit, 26, 9 Rom. viii. 28.
¢ 2 Cor.iv. 17,
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I take it, the firft time he fpeaks to us effec-
tually in our converfion, as it is in a way of
power, {o we are abfolutely paffive. And hav-
ing removed our deafnefs, and enabled us to
hear and welcome his voice, he teaches us
every thing that is necefiary, in order to his
own glory, and our falvation. All the preach-
ing of the apoftles would have had no effet
to the falvation of thofe that heard them,
had not the arm of the Lord been revealed.
Peter had never been fo happy in the con-
verfion of three thoufand fouls by one fer-
mon, if Chriff had not made way to their
hearts by his Spirit. And the fame may be
faid of the people of God now: they can re-
ceive no advantage by the moft evangelical
fermon they can hear, unlefs Chr;f# fpeaks to
them in it.  So that whoever plants or waters,
ke only can give the increafe. 1 fhould now
2o on to enquire,

1I. WHxEN we may be faid to bear his voice.
But I fhall leave that, and what follows
to another difcourfe.

SER-



SERMON X.

The charatter and privileges of
Chrift's fhecp.

Joun x. 27.

My fheep bear my woice, and I know then,
and they follow mie.

The {fecond SErMoN on this text.

P AVING confidered in a former
4ty difcourfe,

I. Wit what propriety, and af-
fection our Lord {peaks of his difciples,
in the words of the text, when he calls
them his fbecp; 1 have proceeded,

II. T o enquire what he aflerts concerning
them, and as peculiar to them; and
that is, that they bear his voice. And
here,

r. I
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1. I nave thewn you, what we are to un-
derftand by the woice of Chriff. And I go
on now,

2. To enquire when we may be faid to bear
it. And to be fure thisexpreffion means a great
deal more than a bare attention to it, or ge-
neral underftanding of it.  ‘This we may have,
and yet be in no better a ftate than that of the
devils, of whom it is faid they believe and
tremble®. It fuppofes therefore that he hath
given us ears to hear, and that he enables us
to pay a proper regard to what he is pleafed to
fay unto us. And we may be faid then to
bear Chrift's woice,

(1.) WrEN we underftand, in fome good
meafure, the meaning, are fatisfied of the
truth, believe the importance, and favour the
fweetnefs and excellency of the feveral doc~
trinal difcoveries, which Cl7if# hath made
krown to us, as a prophet, in the gofpel.
When I fpeak of knowing the meaning of
the do&rines of Chriff, T do not intend by it
a comprehending the whole of any truth, or
a being able o account for every difliculty.
For the gofpel, in all the parts of it, is a
myftery, which hath fomething in it unfa-
thomable, and which we cannot fully com-
prehend. And thus, when we meet with a
do@rinal truth in feripture, our reafon and
underftanding are to be converfant about it,

in

a James ii. 1q.
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in a dependence on divine afliftance, in our
refearches into the import or meaning of the
terms, under whichit 1s conveyed to us. As,
for inftance, I muft have fome notion of the
words, eleé?, ordain, and predeflirzate, before
I can form any juft apprehenfions of the
great doltrine of God’s free choice of his
people, which is revealed to us in fcripture
under thefe terms. And the fame might be
faid, astothedo&rinesof juffzficarion and fanc-
tification ; we muft know what thefe terms
mean, at leaft in general, or we can form no
notion at all of the things reprefented by
them. But though we are, by our reafen
and underftanding, to judge of the latier, or
external reprefentation of thefe important doc-
trines, yet, this is not enough to denomi-
nate us hearers of Chriff’'s woice. We muft
be fatisfied of the truth of thefe difcoveries,
and feel fomething of the power, and plea-
fure of them upon our hearts, or elfe, the
evidence we receive would be knowledge,
and not faith. We muft entertain them
with an entire confidence in his wifdom,
faithfulnefs, and authority, who hath made
known thefe things to us: and then our faith
is not In man, but in God, who cannot lie.
I take it, thofe men have noc true noticns of
faith, who fay they will not believe what
they cannot comprchend, but will affent to
a propafition only, as they clearly fee the na-
tural evidence of it. 'This may very well

becotne
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become them, perhaps, in the purfuit of na-
tural knowledge, or in the ftudy of the libe-
ral {fciences. But in things which are fup-
pofed to be divine, it is furely moft abfurd.
God commands us to believe feveral things,
becaufe he hath made them known to wus;
he requires this as matter of duty in us; and
as an inftance of honour done to him. Baut
thefe men fay, they will not believe even
God himfelf, unlefs he makes all clear and
evident to their reafon, than which nothing
can be more daring and impious. For they
do not treat their fellow-creatures in this
manner, where they deem them juft and ho-
neft. Now a believer hath his name in part
from his receiving the feveral myfteries of
falvation, as undoubted truths, upon the fole
evidence of Chrift, whofe work it is to bring
them forth out of the divine treafury. And
fuch a man is enabled to reafon thus with
hlmfelf : ¢« Has Chrift told me f{o and {o?
¢ well, he dwelt in the bofom of the Father,

““ was privy to all his fecrets, and though I,
““ who am a poor imperfect creature, cannot
« fully underftand all the grace or g101y con-
< tained in them, though I cannot tell how
‘“ to account for many of thefe things, yet,
““ T know, he is a faithful witnefs, and there-
<« fore I will believe him.”” But this is not all,
a man may go to hell with a great deal of
knowledge of the mind of Cbrz/f, as to the
letter of it, and may not fcruple to give his
3 affent
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affent to any part of the truth Chr7/? has re-
vealed ; he may be very orthodox in his
judgment, and yet very unfound in his heart.
So that we muft be brought to know the im-
portance and confequence of thefe things,
and to favour them in their {weetnefs and
excellency, if we attend to them as the lan-
guage of Chriff. We muft not hear them
as a tale that is told, but as containing the
mind of God, the wozce of his Son, the things
of the utmoft moment, in which our duty
1s revealed, and on which our comfort and
happinefs depend. Dazvid was a man, who
greatly delighted in meditating upon the things
of God: O, fays he, how love Ithy law ; if is
iy meditation all the day®! And how often
doth he {peak of the pleafure and profit of
thefe contemplations ? And what is the rea-
fon, but his being enabled to tafte and fa-
vour the fweetnefs of them? as he himfelf
fays, How fweet are thy words unto my tafte !
Yea fweeter than bhoney fo my mouthe. And
thus, when Chri/2 {peaks in any dofrine, he
can make it at once inftrutive and affe&ing ;
he can warm the heart with it, as well as
enlighten the head,

(z.) T o hear the voice of Chrz?, is to re-
gard his laws, as juft and righteous, as ex-
cellent and defirable, as thofe which we are
obliged to comply with, or fubmit to, from
the conftraints of his love, and which we obey

N with

b Pfal. cxix. 97. ¢ Ver, 103.
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with a fincere and earneft intention to pro-
mote his glory: and this fuppofes, that the
Spirit hath influenced us faithfully, and im-
partially, to enquire into his will, or in what
manner it is he requires, and expe&s to be
ferved by us. And how difagreeable foever
any thing that he commands may be to flefth
and blood, to worldly intereft, or carnal eafe
and pleafure, yet the fbecp of Chriff defire to
have their cars open to his woice, and their
feet ready to run in all the ways of his ap-
pointment. ‘This they do from the regard
they have to Chrz/f’s authority: he is the head
of the church, the King of faints, and it is
in this view that they obey him. Not be-
caufe this obedience is the eftablithed law of
the country where they live, or recommended
by the cuftom of it, or the influence of their
{uperiors ; but from an inward perfuafion,
which they have from the Spirit of God,
that this their obedience is juft and reafona-
ble in itfelf. Befides, their love to their Lord
is fuch, that they would fhow it every way
they can. 'This is the apoftle’s argument in
his epiftle to the Romans. He f{uppofes they
had received the do&rines of the gofpel, and
therefore were defirous to renounce the lufts
of the fleth, as engaged to do {o by the love
of efits Chrzff.  But God be thanked, fays he,
that ye were the fervants of fin; but ye have
obeyed from the beart that form of doitrine
which was delivered you, Being then made free

2 Jrom
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Jrom _fin, ye became the fervants of righteouf-

nefs .

(3.) T o bear the voice of Chrif?, is to at-
tend to his counfel, and advice, and as
wretched, miferable, and deftitute finners,
to come to him, and to dzy of him wine and
milk, and gold tried in the fire, without money,
and without price, to {eek falvation of him, and
receive it from him in all its parts, and
branches, on his own terms, and in his own
way. ‘Thus, the returning finner bears the
woice of Chrzff in his firft converfion, and,
I am fure, it 1s the fame wozce to which he
conftantly attends thro’ all his converfation
afterwards. Pau/ had no fooner heard the
voice of Ghriff, but he faid, What things were
gain to him before, thofe he now counted lofs
Jor Chriff. And he continued always after-
wards in the fame judgment. Yza doubtlefs,
fays he, and I count all things but lofs, jfor the
excellency of the knowledge of Chrift Fefits my
Lord : for whom I bave fuffered the lofs of all
things, and do count them but dung that I may
win Chrift, and be found in bim, not having
mine own righteoufnefs, which is of the law,
but that which is through the faith of Chriff,
the righteoufnefs which is of God by faith-.

(4.) To bear the voice of Chriff, is to at-
tend to the meaning of all his providential
difpenfations, as defigned to alienate our affec-
tions from fenfual objeéts, and to fix them

N 2 more
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more {tronglyupon himfelf; to make us truly
ufeful here, to preferve us, and to make us
meet for future bleflednefs. 1In order to this,
the believer is fatisfied that nothing comes by
chance, that all is under the direCtion of Chrift;
and though he fometimes deals with his
people, as he did with Pefer, when he faid,
Whar I do thou knoweft not now, but thou fhalt
know hereafter f, yet he is convinced that he
never doth any thing in vain; and therefore
he attentively liftens, if poffible, to hear
whatever Chr7f2 hath to fay, in every mercy
and affliction.

(5.) THE faints bear the wvoice of Chriff in
his ordinances, when they are taught and in-
firu&ted by them, and by them admitted into
communion with him. Here they have often
had {weet and heavenly interviews, and there-
fore they rejoice at thefe returning {eafons,
and prepare for them, by wathing their robes
afrefh, and making them white in the blood
of the Lamb. They fay, with the church of
old, Awake O north-wind, and come thou fouth,
blow wupon my garden, that the [pices thercof may
Jlow out : let my beloved come into bis garden, and
eat bis pleafant fruits®. By humble and ear-
neft prayer they feek after the free and graci-
ous manifeftations of his prefence. And as
they know his voice on thefe occafions, fo they
are filled with joy when they hear it, and cry
out, in the language of the {poufe in the fame

fong,

£ John xiii, 7. ¢ Cant. iv. 16.
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fong, The voice of my beloved ! bebold be com-
eth leaping wuporn the mountains, fkipping uporn
the hills®. And they rejoice {till more when
they hear him fay, 1 am come into my garden,
my fifler, my fpoufé; I bhave gathered my
myrrh with nty [pice, I have eaten my honey-
comb with my honey, I bhave drunk my wine
with my milk : eat, O [friends, drink, yea,
drink, abundantly, O beloved®. But,

(6.) Axp laftly, to hear the voice of
Chrif?, is to be properly affected with the de-
fcription he hath given of the heavenly world,
and to long for that exalted bleflednefs, which
will attend an everlafting communion with him
there. Asthe good fhepherd hath given bis life

Sor the fbeep®, fo they are perfuaded, that be
that brought him again from the dead, will
make them perfeét, through the blood of the
everlafling covenant'. And as he has com-
manded his apoftles and other thepherds, to
feed™ them, and to fold them, in their way
through the wildernefs; fo they have heard
his voice in the gofpel, faying, Fear not little
flock, for it is your Father’s good pleafiire to
give you the kingdom™.  And they rejoice
greatly in the profpe&t of that day, when the
ctief fhepberd fhall appear °, and having fe-
parated them from the goats, fhall conduct
them into the land of reft, fhall make them
lie down in thofe greez and delightful paffures,

N 3 and
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and lead them befide the ftil] and pleafant wa-
zersP that flow there for evermore ; when
they fhall, in a word, be made like bim, jfor
they fhall /ée him as be 754, and when they
ﬂaall Sit down with him in his throne, as he
% down with bis Father in bis throne .
T hey have heard him fay, Lo, I come quickly,
and my reward is with me* : they believe his
word, and that the happy hour is not far off,
when they fhall hear the fame voice, faying,
Come ye HL offed of my Father, inberit 2be king-
dom prepared for you—enter intfo the joy Qf
your Lord®.  And in the glorious profpect of
it they often cry out, Ewven fo come Lord
Fefis®.
But I proceed now to the laft thing which
I obferved from the words, and that was,

III. Our Lord’s fpecial regard to his theep,
he knows them ; as alfo their duty and privi-
lege, they followo him whitherfoever he goes.
And,

1. Our Lord fays of his fheep, I Znow
them. Knowledge in man may be confidered,
either as a habitin the mind, or as that habitis
drawn forth into exercife, by being converfant
with {fome ob]e& Thus, when we fay of a
man, that he is a knowing and underftanding

man, we mean, that he hath good natural
parts,

P Plal. xxiii. 2. 9 1 John iii. 2. * Rev.iii. 21, * Chap.
xxii, 12, * Mat. xxv. 33, 34. ¥ Rev. xxii, zc.



Serm.X. of Chrift’s fheep. 183
parts, or hath made confideruble improve-
ment in ufeful knowledge. INow as we zre
diftinguifhed from other creatures by being
reafonable fo we are diftinguifhed from one
another, accordmg to our different meafuresof
knowledge. And here we are to obferve,
that fome men very much exceed others in
clearnefs of underftanding, folidity of judg-
ment, and fireagth of memory, as gifts of
providence, and for which they are indebted
immediately to the great author of mnature,
Others have taken a great deal of pains in the
improvement of thefe abilities, and efpecially
in fome particular {ciences. And indeed, a
tolerable meafure of knowledge, in this way,
cannot be attained by men without a great
deal of time, obfervation, and experience. But
when we think, or fpeak of knowledge in
God, we are to {eparate from it all the imper-
feCtions which attend us, either in what we
defire from him, or in what we attain, un-
der his blefling and influence, in thefe pur-
fuits, or in the ufe and enjoyment of what
we attain. For it is eflential to God to know,
and to know every thing, and that at once;
not by degrees, or one thmg after another,
as we do, but by an intuitive, perfe&, and
immediate view of them, in their natures,
caufes, effelts, dependence, yea, every thing
that relates to them. ‘That this knowledge
belongs to God, and to him only, reafon as

well as revelation confirms to us. And that
N 4 our
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our Lord Fefus Chrift is poflefled of it, we

icarn, not only from what Pezer faid, to his
malter, Lord, thou knoweft all things; thou
krnowef! ihat I love thee ¥ 5 but, alfo from what
our Lord fays of him{elf, And all the churches
Shall know, that _Z am be which fearcheth the
reins and bearts*: Nothing more hid and fe-
cret, than the pur pofes, counfels, and devices
of a man’s heart: and if Chrif# knows thefe
things, he muft {urely know every thing elfc:
for God only knows the heart. And he who
is pofiefled of one divine perfetion, is pof-
fefled of them all. Befides, without this
knowledge he would not be fit to judge the
world. Some fins in that cafe might efcape
without due examination; fome fecret in-
ftances of love to, and =zeal for his mame
might be forgotten, and be unrewarded ; the
hypocrlte might continue to wear his maﬂ<
at the bar of judgment, and the godly be ne-
glected and condemned. Now, if you take
the words in this fenfe in the text, then
the meaning is, that our Lord Fefus Chrs 2/ is
perfectly acqualnted with the perfons and all
the circumftances of his people: and we
may fafely fay, that there is no circumftance
which concerns us from our birth to our
death, but what Chrz# hath his eye imme-
dlately upon, and takes {fpecial noticeof. The
inward, fpiritual life of a believer is hid in-
deed to the world, but it is hid with Ghrz/,

and
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and he is perfectly well acquainted with it,
in all its fprings and actions, in all its mo-
tions and affections, in all its joys and for-
rows. This knowledge of his reaches to
them all, and to every one of them. He
knows them at all times, and under all con-
ditions; he knows all of them as perfectly
as if there was but one for him to take no-
tice of; and he knows every one of them,
as if they were alone the objects of his con-
cern. And as this knowledge is thus exten~
five and univerfal, fo there are feveral proper-
ties of it which we may more particularly
confider, as,

1.) IT is a difcriminating knowledge.
Thus I take it, the word is underftood in
that paffage, Neverthelefs, the foundarion of
God flandeth fure, baving this feal, the Lord
knowweth them that are bisY. What though
Hymeneus and Alexander make thipwreck of
faith and a good confcience ? fhould this ftum-
ble the faints ? No, God will take care of his
own intereft. We are told, asmany as were
ordained to eternal life believed®. And he that
believes fhall be Zepz, by the power of God,
through faith unto falvation*. And fo our
Lord tells the Fews, in the verfe before our
text, But ye believe not ; becaufe ye are not of
my fheep. ‘They came about him, with a
great deal of concern, and faid to him, How
long doft thou make us to doubt? if thou be

the
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the Chrift, tell us plainly®. Chrif? an{wers them,
that he had taken upon him that chara&er,
and appeals to his works for his right to it.
I told you, fays he, and you believed not : the
works that I do in my Father’s name they bear
witnefs of mec. Well, they are refolved to
thut their eyes, and Chriff {uffers them to
go on in their blindnefs: but this was not the
cafe with his fheep. Again,

(2.) TuE knowledge Chrz/? has of his theep
is an affectionate knowledge, a knowledge
of approbation. Thus we are to underftand
our Lord when he fays to the foolith vir-
gins, Perzly I fay unto you I know you not %; that
i1s, I never knew you, as my friends, or as
my fheep. As to {peculative and intuitive
knowledge, Chrzf# knew Sfudas in all his
hypocrify, as well as Peter in all his zeal, and
in all his infirmity too. But the one, he knew
as an obje& of his averfion, and the other, of
his love. And this affe@ion fthews itfelf, in
the acceptance of the perfons and fervices of
his people, and in a {ympathetic compaffion
for them under all their infirmities, in a gra-
cious care over them, and an affe&ionate com-
munion with them, as a prelude of that ac-
knowledgement of them, before the throne
of his Father, in the important day of their
account. But,

2. OuR Lord not only fays he knows his
theep ; but, he alfo adds and they follow me.

Now

b g Pet, 1. 24. ¢ Ver., 23, 4 Mat. xxv. 12,
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Now to follow a perfon is, either the act of a
friend, a difciple, or a fervant. If a perfon,
for whom we have an affeQlionate friendfhip,
1s going before us, one in whofe company we
take great delight, we fhall follow him with
diligence and f{peed : and fo it will be with
the induftrious fcholar, and the faithful fer-
vant, And thus our Lord intends by it, that
the hearts of his people are towards him, and
to the remembrance of bis name, and that they
defire to tread in his fteps, and to follow him
in a wav of obedience and imitation: and
this is their privilege as well as their duty.
‘There are glorious perfeCtions in Chrifs,
which are above all imitation ; but there are
others, which though we cannot reach, we
may ftrive, in our meafure, to follow ; fuch as
his humility, he made bimfelf of no re-
putation, and fook upon bim the form of a fer-
wvant ©; his holinefs and unblemifhed con-
verfation ; his refignation to his Father’s
will, and his zeal and fervency for his glory ;
his patience, conftancy, and courage under
his fufferings; his unalterable love to the
church, and his perfevering obedience to his
Father, which held out to the end.
AND now to clofe all with fome applica-
tion, what hath been faid may ferve,
1. T o encourage the weakeft follower of
the Lamb, when he reflets that he is un-
der

e Phil. ii. 7.
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der the eye of his Lord, who hath a heart to
pity, and hands to help him. For be knoweth
our frame, and remembereth that we are duftf.
He loves us, he has laid down his life for
us, he has mercifully acknowledged us here,
he has promifed he will never leave nor for-
fake us; we have found him true to his word
thus far; and we have no occafion to doubt,
but that he will faithfully fulfil all the engage-
ments that he has entered into on our behalf,
with refpect to his acknowledgement of us,
if we appear to be his theep, in the great day
of account. But,

2. IN vain do we pretend to bear Chrilt’s
wvoice, if we are not concerned to_followw him.
Thefe are the marks, by which his theep
are known now, and by which they muft be
tried hereafter ; they 4now him, and they
Jollew him. 'They muft prove their know-
ledge of him, and their faith in him, by
their obedience to him. Mere {peculative
kncwledge will be of no avail, and the higheft
pretenfions to an experimental acquaintance
with him will only enhance the mifery of
their condemnation, who do not follow him
in a faithful obedience to his commandments,
and imitation of his example.

3. Anp laftly, we may fafely conclude
that Chriff’s fheep fhall never perifh, fince
they are in his hands. And he fays, in the

verfe
£ Pal. ciii. 14.
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verfe following my text, I give unto them
cternal life, and they fhall never perifh, nei-
ther fball any pluck them out of my band.
But as I intend fome difcourfes from thefe
words, I fhall ftop here, and leave what 1
have faid to the blefling of the great fhep-
herd, and bifhop of fouls.

S E R-



