SERMON VL

Of walkirg bumbly with Gad.

MicAau vi. 8.

He bath fhewwed thee, O man ; what is good ;
and wbat doth the Lerd require of thee,
but to do juftly, and to love mercy, and to
walk bumbly with thy God?

The fourth SermMonN on this text.
eaads N {peaking from the laft claufe of
;":?;;"2 thefe words, I have in a former dif-
GEEEEEs courfe propofed,

I. To confider the duty itfelf, and what
it is Z0 walk with God.

1I. THE manner of its performance; it is
to be done bumbly. And,

IIl. THe reafon, or authority by which
it is enjoined. The Lord hath required

it of us,
THE
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Tue firft of thefe I have confidered, and
proceed now,

I1. To treaton the wayand manner howthis
duty fhould be performed. It is to be done bum-
bly ; with becoming apprehenfions of the pri-
vilege we are admitted to, and our unwor-
thinefs of it.

THE term bumility is as frequently ufed,
and as little underftood, in the genuine
meaning of it, by the generality of pro-
fefling chriftians, as any one word by
which any branch of our religion is expref-
fed. Some take it for a free, ingenuous, and
unreferved deportment towards our equals
and inferiors, in oppofition to a lofty, impe-
rious carriage. And this is certainly one
lower branch of humility. Others confine
it to a ferious form of countenance, or a par-
ticular tone of voice in religious fervices,
attended with a diftinguithed meannefs of
apparel and behaviour ; when at the fame
time, there may be as much pride in
fuch affeGted fingularities, as in the moft
pompous and expenfive excefles. No, as
the foul is the feat of humility, and God the
author, and primary obje¢t of this grace,
it muft needs contain fomething of a much
more excellent nature in it. If we were not
acquainted with the vilenefs of our nature,
we might be tempted to think that there

could
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could be little or no occafion for the exhor-
tation in our text, to walk bumbly with God :
but, if we know any thing, we muft be
fenfible of the infinite difproportion betwixt
him and us, both as to nature, and perfec-
tions. For a worm to be allowed to walk
with the Creator of all things, and a finful crea-
ture to be admitted to converfe with perfect
purity, are wonders of grace, which muft needs
aftonifh the foul that is a partaker of fo in-
eftimable a privilege: and the higher we are
lifted up in the enjoyment of it, the lower
we mufit needs fink in our awn eyes. The
nearer we are to our God, the further we
fhall be from wvanity, and carnal pride.
There is indeed a fort of external commu-~
nion with God in ordinances and privileges,
that may be feparated from bumility. ‘Thus
the church of the Fews was, you know, for
feveral ages diftinguithed by fome fpecial to-
kens of the divine prefence; in which fenfe,
God might be faid to walk, or to dwell ex-
ternally with them. This favour they abu-
fed to a fond conceit of themfelves, and 4
haughty contemptuous treatment of the reft
of the world; and by their grofs purfuit f
bodily fervices, and refting in them, they at
laft funk into an utter negle& of all fpiritual
and vital religion. But where the foul is ta-
ken by the Spirit of Chrift into the immedi-~
ate prefence of God, and indulged with com-

munion with him, every look of love is of a
humbling
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humbling nature, and each teftimony of his
grace leaves fuch an one more abafed in his
own eyes. And that we may the better
come at the meaning of the Spiritof God in
the text, as to the manner of the difcharge
of this duty. 1 fhall,

FirsT, Confider the believer in his firft
fetting out for God.

SEconpLY, In his converfation afterwards
in his paffage to heaven. And,

THIRDLY, In the reward that he is to re-
ceive, when he comes to fee as he is feen,
and know as he is known.

UnNDER each of which it will be evident,
that it is the great work of the Spirit of God,
to bring us to low thoughts of ourfclves, and
to engage us to glory only in the Lord,

FirsT, We are to take a view of the be-
liever in his firft fetting out in religion. We
thall then find him brought under a fenfe of
his being a loft, undone, perithing creature,
viler than the beafts of the earth, deferving
the fame torments with the very devils them-
felves. We are naturally prone to think our-
{elves fomething, when in reality we are no-
thing ; and to fancy ourfelves #ich, and in-
creafed with goods, when we are poor, and
ftand in need of every thing. Nay, fo great
is our pride, that we fay in "our prattice, if
not in words, #ho is the Lord that we fhould
obey bim*2 The fpirit of man, thus vainly

exalted,
a Exod. v, 2,



so8  Of walking humbly with God.

exalted, requires the agency of a divine hand
to humble and bring it down: and till we
feel the power of almighty grace in bringing
us to a juft knowledge of ourfelves, we can-
not be faid to walZ with God. Many indeed
have, to appearance, fet out very well, with
determined refolutions for new obedience,
and perhaps have done many things for God,
and yet, after all, have turned back. And
the apoftle aflures us, concerning himfelf and
his brethren the ‘fews, that they were zea-
lous for God, and_followed after righteoufnefs,
but never obtained life by it, as feeking to be
juftified by the works of the law.® They
hoped to be tbe end of the law unto them-
felves for righteoufnefs ; but when informed
by the miniftration of the gofpel, that they
muft have o confidence in the flefb, they dif-
cover that they never had felt the power of
divine grace, by their fumbling at this, as an
offence unto them.* And indeed the doc-
trine of the crofs, or reconciliation to God
by the blood of Fefus, as it reduces the crea-
ture to the neceffity of acknowledging that
all the falvation is of grace, and not of debt,
hath ever been rejected by the wifdom and
pride of this world. And this will always
be the cafe, till men become the workman-
thip of Chril Fefis, and receive a new crea-
tion from his Spirit. As our Lord’s errand
mnto this world was to fave finners, to call,

not
* Rom. ix. 371. € Ver. 33.
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not the righteous, but loft, fick and perithing
fouls; fo there never was one that came
to the Father by him, but was made fenfi-
ble, in fome good degree, of his having fin-
ned, and come fhort of the glory of God,
and of the plague of his own heart, as being
deceitful above all things, and defperately wic-
ked. And this, is the very firft ftep towards
walking with God : for they are the poor and
bungry that be fills with good things, whilfk
the rich and the full be fends empty away. ?
It is to the humble and contrite one that he
looks, as one made defirous of his prefence
by his Spirit, and having a right to it by his
relation to his Son. Till we can fee ourfelves
in fome meafure in the fame light with the
apoftle Paul, we muft not think of ewalking
with God. He who now came not behind
the very chiefeft apoftles, could remember
the time, and was ready enough to acknow-
ledge it, when he was a blafpbemer, a perfe~
cutor, and imjurious: and therefore he re-
commends tbe grace of God to others, as
beftowed on himfelf, when he was the
chief of finners. But I obtained mercy, fays
he, becaufe I did it ignoran:ly in unbelicf :
And the grace of our Lord awas exceeding a-
bundant, with faith, and love which is in
Chrift fefus. This is a faithful faying, and
worthy of all acceptation, that Chrift efus
came into the world to fave [inners; of whom

I
4 Lukei. g3.
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I am chief.© And this I take to be one
great thing included in that promife made to
Chrift, Thy people [ball be willing in the day
of thy power ; * awilling to own themfelves
what they really are, finners by nature and
prattice, deferving death as the wages of
their iniquities ; w:illing to fubmit to the
grace of God as given to the moft unworthy,
and in this way to maintain fellowfhip with
God. Let the thoughts of the heart be ne-
ver fo much exalted before converfion, no
fooner doth the Lord vifit the {pirit of a
man with his grace, but when the command-
ment comes, fin revives, and the finner dies; 8
that i1s, is dead in himfelf; he fees what he
is, what he deferves, and what would be-
come of him, unlefs an arm of infinite power
and grace relieve him. Thus then, in the
firft fetting out of a believer, it is the con-
ftant way of the Holy Spirit to lay him low
in his own eyes, and this partly by reprefen-
ting to him the exceeding finfulnefs of fin,
and more efpecially, by leading him to an ac-
quaintance with the nature of rich and unde-
ferved mercy : and this agrees with the ex-
perience of every child of God. Can we
not look back and remember what mean
thoughts we once had of ourfelves? how
were we made to loath ourfelves, and lie in
the duft before God? Even the common
mercies of life, fuch as food and raiment ap-

peared

<t Tim. i. 13, 14, 15. f Pfa. cx. 3. ¢ Rom. vii g.
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peared as favours we had forfeited, and the
leaft glimmering of hope was received with
unfpeakable wonder, as an inftance of mar-
vellous love. But again,

SeconDLY, If we confider the believer in
his converfation, while paffing through this
world, we fhall find that, as he grows in
grace, he will encreafe in humility, He is
not only convinced, in his firft fetting out
for God, that he is lefs than the leaft of all
his mercies; but this in fome meafure abides
upon him, and he carries it about with him,
more or lefs, through the whole of his con-
verfation. And this is manifefted, (1.) In
all that he doth for God, and all that he re~
ceives from him; and, (z2.) In all that he
meets with in the way of his providence,
whether of an affliGtive or profperous na-
ture.

1. THE man that is truly under the lead-
ings of the Divine Spirit, walks humbly with
God in all that he doth for him, and re-
ceives from him.

(1.) In all that he doth for God : and this
he evidences, partly by the apprehenfions that
he has juftly entertained of his- own infuffi-
ciency and impotency to do any thing that is
fpiritually good, by any power of his' own;
and partly by an acknowledgement of his un-
worthinefs, when he hath been affifted to
do his beft.

1. He
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1. HE walks humbly with God as a ne-
ceflitous, weak, and helplefs creature. One
of the firft lefflons which the Spirit of God
teaches us, is, that we cannot of ourfelves
either fpeak a good word, or think a good
thought, and that all our fufficiency is of God. ™
No fooner do we feel, that when we would
do good, evil is prefent with us,' or that the
will may be prefent, when the power to
perform is abfent, but we muft neceflarily,
if under the influence of grace; be led to ac-
knowledge that all our fprings are in our
God, and our help alone can come from
him. In the beginning of our profeffion,
perhaps, through the ftrength of our affec-
tions, we thought that we had received grace
enough for many days, that no duty could be
too great, nor any fervice too hard for us : but,
in proportion to our experience, we learn
that if we do any thing acceptably, 2z 7s God
who muft work in us, both to 1will and to do,
of bis good pleafure. ® And as this gives the
glory to him, to whom alone it is due; fo
it hath a natural tendency to humble the
foul in itfelf ; and the believer will be ready
to fay, ¢ To what a flrange degree of
¢ wretchednefs and impotency am I reduc’d
by my original apoftacy ? That which I
believe to be my moft reafonable fervice,
is now out of my power. Adam, like an
angel, could have once fung the praife, and

“ adored
» 2 Cor. iii. g. ! Rom. vii. 23, ¥ Phil. il 13.
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<¢ adored the grace of his God at pleafure,
“ without wearinefs or interruption; but
““ now, if a ferious refle€ion, or a {piritual
““ meditation were to fave my {foul (as blef-
“ fed be God my falvation is not put on this
‘¢ footing, yet were this the cafe) and were
““ God to leave me to myfelf, I cou’d not
¢ command my heart into fuch an exercife.”
Thusin all the believer does, as far as he is led
by the fpirit of Cbrzf?, he remembers his own

infufficiency, and his dependance upon God.
2. As he is humbled, as impotent or help-
lefs, fo alio as an unworthy creature. Grace
hath taught him that the law of God is ho-
ly, juft, and good, and perfeétly agreeable
to the divine nature; and the fame principle
hath acquainted him with his engagements to
obedience as a creature, and as an obliged
creature, who hath been preferved and fup-
plied through his.whole life, by the care and
bounty of heaven. Now, as he is fenfible,
after all his labour and induftry to make
fome grateful returns, that there hath cleaved
abundance of imperfetion and defilement to
every part of his fervice, this is made ufe of
by the Spirit of God, to lead him out of him-
felf, to an entire dependance upon the righ-
teoufnefs of Chrs/? foracceptance. And is it not
a very humbling confideration, altho’ there
is great comfortattending it, that man now, be-
ing fallen, cannot poflibly redeem his own
fonl; but if ever he is accepted, it mufl be
I by
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by the compleat atonement of the Son of
God? What the apoftle Pau/ fays concern-
ing the ceremonial law, is certainly as true
of the moral H lf any Oz‘z?:.'r mai z‘bimé..
eth, that be bath wbhercof be might trisf in
the flefb, I more: circumcifed the eighth day,
of the flock of Ifrael, of the tribe of Benja-
min, an Hebrew of the Hebreaws ; as touching
the law, a Pharifee ; concerning zeal, perfe-
cuting the church; touching the rightcoufiefs
which is in the law, blamelefs. Well, what
account doth he make of all this? why in-
ftead of boafting before God, fays he, what
things awere gain to me, thofe I counted lofs
Jor Chriff. And left this fhould be confined
to the ceremonial law, he adds, Yea doubt-
lefs, and I count all things but lofs, for the ex-
cellency of the knowledge of Chrift Fefiis my
Lord: for whom I bave fuffered the lofs of all
things, and do count them but dung that I may
win Chrift, and be found in bim, not baving
mine own righteoufnefs, «which is of the law,
but that which is through the faith of Chrift,
the righteoufnefs which is of God by faith.!
Let our obedience be never fo univerfal,
or never fo compleat, whilft there is but one
flaw in it, it cannot be anfwerable to the de-
mands of the divine law, and therefore will
ftand us in no ftead in that refpe®. For a
man to rejoice in a few fparks of bis own
Rindling, ™ or to facrifice to his own net, and

to
2 Phil. 1il. 4.—9. » Ifa, L 11,
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to burn incenfe unto his own drag, ® is to de-
clare that he is a ftranger, {0 far, to himfelf,
and the power of divine grace. But where
a man is under the guidance of the Spirit of
God, he knows that, as his fufficiency for
duty, fo his acceptance is only in, and from
the Lord fofus Chrif?: by his power he is
made ready to every good word and work,
and by the fprinkling of his blood he is
made acceptable in the fight of God; and
therefore his language is, ot unto me, O Lord,
not unto me, but unto thy name be all the
glory. °. And the more he advances in grace,
and in the knowledge of Cbrif2, the more
this convi€tion, and thefe difpofitions increafe
upon him.

(2.) Asin duty, fo in enjoyment, the belie~
ver is made {enfible of himfelf, and walks
bumbly with God. 'This I have fhewed in
fome meafure already, as what he is appri-
fed of in his firft converfion ; and is impro-
ved afterwards. And I thiik I need only
appeal for this to the experience of every
child of God. Did the Lord ever fpeak
peace to your fouls? did he every fay, in
the whifpers of his Spirit, I am thy falvation,
and thus give you joy in believing ? and has
it not in this cafe been the conftant language
of your hearts, Who am 1, and what is my
boufe that the Lord fhould thus manifeft him-
Self unto me2® When God hath been

I2 pleafed

a Iab. i. 16. ° Pla. cxv. 1. P2 Sam. vil. 18.
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pleafed to difcover himfelf at any time in his
greatnefs, or in the glory of his perfe&ions,
we find this hath been the confequence of
it, Thus you know it was with Fob, when
the Lord anfwered him out of the whirl-
wind, and difcovered to him the glory of his
power, and wifdom ; in the works of creation
and providence. What was the reply he
madc him but this? Bebold, I am wvile, what
JSball 1 anfwer thee?2 1 will lay mine band up-
on my mouth, Once bave I [poken, but I wilt
not anfwer : yea, twice, but I will proceed no
Surther. 3 And again, he fays, I bave beard
of thee by the hearing of the ear : but now
mine eye fceth thee. IWhecrefore I abhor my-
Jelfy and repent in duft and afbes.* And thus
the prophet Jfaiah, after he had been ho-
noured with an extraordinary difcovery of
the glory of God, fays, Wo is me, for I am
undone, becaufe I am a man of unclean lips,
and I dwell in the midf} of a people of unclean
lips : jfor mine eyes bave feen the King, the
Lord of bofis. Now if fuch a difcovery of
the greatnefs of God hath been attended with
thefe effeéts, we may readily fuppofe that
the apprehenfion of his goodnefs, and the
believers intereft in it, hath laid him ftiil lower,
if poflible, in his own eyes. Nor need we
have any other proof of this than a chriftian’s
own experience. He never enjoys commu-
nion with God, but he is fenfible, in fome

meafure,
1 Job xl 4, 3. ¢ Ch. xlii. 4, 5. 3 Ifa. vi, s.
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meafure, of his unworthinefs of it: and this
is equally true of whatever grace he derives
from God. If he increafes in knowledge of
him, or in love to him, or in faith and de-
pendance upon him, he will ftill be ready to*
fay, By the grace of God I am what 1 am.*
And thus, the greater progrefs he makes in
true and vital religion, the more will he ldfe
of that fpiritual pride, which is, more or
lefs, the difgrace and unhappinefs of every
one of us.

2. AND this humility will further be made
manifeft, in all that the chriftian meets with
from God, in the way of his providence. If
the Lord {iniles upon him in the bounties of
his goodnefs, as far as he walks with him,
he will regard every mercy as afforded “in
the way of his gracious covenant, and de-
figned to engage him more to his f-rvice: and
whilft he remembers how unwor:hy he is ‘of
thefe things, he will be the more ready toac-
knowledge that he'is indebted to pure fovereign
kindnefs for the enjoyment of them. And thus
in proportion to his improvement in comasu-
nion with God, the addition of temporal blef-
fings, inftead of raifing and increafing a vain
opinion of himfelf, will ferve asa means, in the
hand ‘of the Spirit of God, to make him walk
more humbly, and more thankfully with him.
He will be ready to fay, < What fball 1 ren-
“ der unto the Lord, jfor all bis benefits to-

I3 X wards
t 1 Cor. xv. 10.
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“ wards me2® what obligations doth he la
“ me under? and how much have 1 reafon
to be humbled, that I improve his boun-
‘““ ty no more, nor walk no more thank-
“ fully in the fenfe of it?”

But if the fame wifdom and goodnefs
fhould fee it neceflary to empty him from vcf-
Jel to veffel, to firip him of all, and reduce
him to extremity, if he walés with God in
a humble way,

1. He will be concerned to eye his fove-
reignty and equity, in his proceedings to-
wards him, as one who hath a right to
difpofe of his own at his pleafure. It is on-
ly ignorance or pride that tempts the belie-
ver to think hard of God in this cafe, on ac-
count of the appearance of feverity in his
dealings towards him: for we have no rea-
fon to be angry at the removal of a mercy,
till we can lay fome claim to it, ol feemed
to have a juft fenfe of this, when he {id,
Naked came 1 out of my mother’s womb, and
naked fhall I return thither : the Lord gave,
and the Lord bath taken away, blefled be the
. mame of the Lord. ™ 1t was the Lord that
gave, or who in a way of fovereignty be-
ftowed the mercy, and be had a juft right in
the fame way to remove it. In @ll this, it is
faid, Job finned not, nor charged God foolifbly,
or as it is in the margin, atzributed folly teo
bim.* And thus you find Aaron, when he

loft

¢

"

® Pfa. cavi. 12, ¥ Jobi, z1. 3 Ver. 22,
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lIoft his two fons, Nadab and Abibz, by fire
from the Lord: though it was a very fevere
difpenfation, yet he beld bis peace,? he wss
filent becaufe the Lord had done it. And
you are well acquainted with the anfwer of
E/, when judgment was denounced againft
his family, 7z s the Lord, fays he, let bim
do what feemeth bim good. * ‘There feems to
be abundance of force in that expreflion,
Be flill, and know that I am God.* 'To
walk humbly with him underaftli&ive circum-
ftances, muft needs include a willingnefs to
view him as our fovereign, and the juft judge
of all, who can do nothing but what is
right.

2, THE believer in fuch circumftances, is
concerned to act faith upon the wifdom and
goodnefs of God, which will make every
thing to iffue in his advantage. He fhou'd
not only manifeft his humility in being /:/;
but in boping againft bhope, when there is but
little probability of any appearance for him.
This made the prophet Habakkuk canclude,
although the figtree fball not bloffom, neither
Shall fruit be in the wines, the labour of
the olive Yhall fail, and the fields fhall yield no
meat, the flock fhall be cut off fram the fold,
and there fball be uo berd in the flalls : yet I
will rejoice in the Lord, I <will joy in the God
of my falvation.® One would think he could

I4 have

Y Lev. x. 3. 2 3 Sam, iii. 18, . Pfa. xlvi. 10,
» Hab. jii. 17, 38.
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have but very little occafion to rejoice, in the
want of every thing ; but he gives us the rea-
fon of it : The Lord God was bis flrength <, and
therefore he knew that his grace would be
fufficient for him. And, methinks, this is
the moft genuine humility a chriftian can
manifeft, when, in very dark appearances, he
is enabled to ook to him who is the bead over
all things to the church?®, and able to do exceed-
ing abundantly above all that he can afk or
thinkc, We are too apt to fay, why fbould
we wait for the Lord any longer 2 But it is
the defire of a true believer to wait upon God,
and commit his way unto him, as one who
doth great and marvecllous things: this feemed
to be the cafe of Dawvid, when he fays to his
foul, Why art thou caft down, O my foul?2 and
why art thou difquieted within me? hope in God,
Jor 1 fball yet praife him, who is the bealth of
my countenance, and my God®. He was ready
to fink and give up all: but, as his laft refuge,
he encourages himfelf in his God. We are
for hafty immediate deliverances, like the
people of Ifrael, as reprefented by the prophet
Lfaiab, that took council, but not of the Lord :
that walked to go down into Egypt, (but had not
afked at bis mouth) to firengthen themfebves in
the flrength of Pbharoab, and to truft in the
Sradow of Egypt®. Whereas, we are told
their firength was to fit fiilll, not in a way of

in-

¢ Hab, jii. 19. ¢ Eph.i. 22, ¢ Chap.iii. z0. f 2-Kings
vi. 33. & Pfal. xliii. 5. P lai. xxx. 1, 2. ! Ver. 7.
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indifference, but of duty, to look and cry to
God, and leave the event to him. And again,
thus faith the Lord God, the boly one of Ifrael,
in returning and reft fall ye be farved, in quiet-
nefs and in confidence [hall be your [lrength s
and ye would not*. And we are further told,
therefore will the Lord wwait that he may be gra-
cious unto you, and therefore will be be exalted,
that be inay bave mercy upon yeu : for the Lord
is @ God of judgment ; bleffed are all they that
wait for bim!', Well, this is what the chri-
ftian is longing after. He would be 2 fol-
lower of them, who through faith and patience
inberit the promifes™ : he would fubmit to the
wifdom and judgment of God, and leave it
to him to choofe his lot for him, in a firm
belief that he will iffue every thing for his
own glory, and to his advantage. And this
is efpecially the cafe, when the believer is called
out to hard fervices, for which he apprehends
his entire infufficiency, or that, toall appear-
ance, his way is quite blocked up. As it was
with Abraham, who without doubt concluded,
that God muft work 2 miruacle, or elfe his fon
I/aac could not be born; or.reftored to him,
after his intended facrifice. And yet he fag-
gered not®, knowing the power, goodnefs,
and faithfulnefs of him who promifed. Well,
in this we are to walk humbly, fubmitting
our darkeft concerns to him, who is able to

ful-

.k Ifai. xxx. 15. ¥ Ver.18. = Heb, vi, 12. ™ Rom.
iv. zo.
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fulfil all his promifes, and perform all his plea-
fure, Which leads us,

Tuirbpry, To confider the temper of the
foul, when all imperfeGion fhall be done
away, and it fhall be admitted into the moft
intimate and eternal we/k, or communion with
God. And we have a very full defcription of
this in that well known paflage in the Rewe-
lation : The four and twenty elders fall down
before bim that fat on the throne, and worfbip
bim that liveth for ever and ¢ver, and caft their
crowns before the throne, faying, thou art wor-
thy, O Lord, to receive glry, and bonour, and
power : for thou haff created all things, and
Jor thy pleafure they are and were created®. As
it hath been obferved by all the people of
God in this world, that the nearer they have
approached to him in a way of communion,
the lefs they have thought of themfelves ; fo
we are fure there is no proud inhabitant in
the new Ferufalem. ‘There the Lord alone is
exalted. All that dwell there are perfeétly
happy, and perfe&ly humble. Their humi-
lity juftly arifes from the fenfe they have of
the infinite diftance there is betwixt God and
them. And thus I have confidered the be-
liever in his furft fetting out, in his walk in
this world, and in his reward in a better.
But to fhut up all with a few refleGtions,

r. We may learn from hence the fove-
reignty of divine grace, that God fhould

never
* Rev. iv. 10, t1.
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never invite offending angels to walt with
bim, but that bis delights thould be with the
Sfons of men.  As the capacities of thofe {pi-
rits are doubtlefs larger, fo, had they been
the objets of divine grace, they might have
been furnithed, for fuch a privilege as this,
more fullythan we are; and yet he dwells with
man upon the earth, whilft they are referved
in cverlgfting chains under darknefs, unto tbe
Judgment of the great day®. And thus, by the
way, let me obferve, that we have no reafon
to quarrel with the fovereignty of divine
grace, in choofing one man and leaving ano-
ther, till we can charge God with injuftice,
in leaving the angels to this perdition, and
vifiting finful men with his mercy and falva-
tion.

2. FroMm hence we may learn, that mofit
men begin at the wrong end, in their obedi-
ence. They are for obedience before recon-
ciliation. Whereas, whilft God is our enemy,
we can have ne friendly correfpondence with
him. And,

3. WE may alfo difcover the miftake of
poor faints in the dark, whe think it eflentia]
to walking with God, that they fhould always
have the light of his countenance : whereas
we are, for the moft part, to Lve by faith,
and not by fight. And our clofe, and uninter-
rupted enjoyment is referved for a better
world,

4. Ir

P Jude®.
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4. IF there are fuch pleafures attending
communion with God here below, what will
be the joy of his prefence in that blefled
ftate ?

5. HENCE we may alfo learn, that he who
is a ftranger to the Lord ‘fefus cannot be faid
to walk humbly with God, let his other preten-
fions to humility be what they will. Such
may walk bumbly with men, but they cannot
be faid to walk fo with God; while they
are practically oppofing their pretended wif-
dom and authority, to that of their Creator,
and are defpifing the only way of falvation
which he has revealed.

6. THE greateft privileges, and the higheft
attainments have nothing in them, that fhould
caufe us to think better of ourfelves, than is
meet. The apoftle’s reafoning upon this head
is {o very juft, that he that runs may read it.
For who, fays he, maketh thee to differ from
another 2 and wbat baft thou that thon didft
not receive 2 now if thou didff receive it,
why doft thow glory, as if thou badff not received
7212 With this you may compare what he
fays in his epiftle tothe Romans : For I fay, thro®
the grace given unto me, to every man that is
among you, not to think of bimfelf more bighly
then be ought to think, but to think foberly, ac-
cording as God bas dealt to every man the mea-
Jure of faith*. And furely, if all that we

have
? 1 Cor, iv. 7. * Rom. xii. 3.
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have comes from God, if we ghry, it muft
be 7z the Lord®.

7. MAY not this ferve as a reproof to us,
who have come fo fhort in this grace. How
many times have we gone forth in our own
firength intoa duty, or againft a temptation ?
How many times have we boafted ourfelves
in our fervices, and abufed our privileges?
may this ferve to lay us low in the fight of
God. 1In one word,

8. AND laftly, Let what has been faid en~
gage us to admire that God fhould humble
himfelf to walk with us; and let it ftir us up
to be importunate for more of his prefence,
grace, and affiftance, that we may wae/k more
becomingly with him.

s 1 Cor. i, 31,
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SERMON VIL

On the new birth.

Jorw i, 3.

Tefus anfwered and faid unto bim, wverily, ve-
rily, I fay unto thee, except a man be born
again, be cannot fee the kingdom of God.

The firlt SERMoN on this text.

OU will eafily obferve, that thefe
SIN752 words are a part of that moft furpriz-
selaidl ing conference, which ourl.ord held

vONeE with a certain Few, who is de-
{cribed by his name, Nicodemus, by the party
he efpoufed, he was @ mau of the Pharifees, as
alfo by the public office he fuftained, he was
a ruler of the Fews®, or a mafter of the fan-
hedrim or great council of that nation, as
appears I think very plainly from the 5th chap.
of this gofpel ver. ;oth : where an account be-
ing given of a meeting of the chief priefts and
pharifees in a judicial capacity, he is faid to be
one of them, Ile having heard the fame of
Jefus,

. Johniii 1,
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Jefus, and perhaps, feen fome of the miracles
which bhe had wrought; it is faid zbe fame
came to fefus by night, to efcape, as it is pro-
bable, the refentment of his countrymen,
who had agreed to reject every one who
appeared to efpoufe his caufe, or receive his
do&rine. Then, we have the manner of his
addrefling our Lord ; he fays, Rabbi, we know
that thou art a teacher come from God: in which
he fpeaks the fentiments of others, as well as
himfelf. Cbhriff had fome friends, it is not
unlikely, who did not publickly acknowledge
him. His condu@, one would think, muft
needs gain him the favourable opinion of the
more fober and judicious, though biaffed by
temporal interefts, they were afraid to ven-
ture all, and follow him. And what Nico-
demus faid, was not difagreeable to the
general opinion of the people, nay, even to his
encmies, as the spoftle Peter obferves, upona
very great and public occafion, Yemenof Ifrael,
fays he, hear theféwords, Fefus of Nazareth,
a man approved of God among you, by mira-
cles, wonders, and figns, which God did by hin:
in the midff of you, as ye your[elves alfo know?®.
And as it was very cuftomary to give the title
of Rabbi to teachers or inftruors, left our
Lord fhould receive it as a bare compliment,
or teftimony of civil refpe@®, Nicodemus adds
the reafon of his addreffing him in this man-
ner: For no man can do thefé miracles that
thou doff, except God be with bhim¢. Many

very

» A& ii. 22. ¢ John iii. 2.
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very f{urprifing things may be done, which
may carry a thew of being miraculous, with-
out fuch a divine interpofure. But the extra-
ordinary works which were pcrformed by our
Saviour ftand in no'need of any appeal, carry-
ing their own evidence, that the arm of the
Lord was with him. Works indeed fo many
in number, fo excellent in their kind, and {o
great in their degree, that nothing lefs than
refolute infidelity, or direct {cepticifm could,
one would think, have fthut the eyes of thofe,
who had an opportunity of being acquainted
with them.

In the text you have our Lord entering
upon a moft neceflary and ufeful point of doc-
trine. The expreffion with which it is intro-
duced, viz. Jefus anfwercd and faid unto bim,
feems indeed to be a reply to what was juft be-
fore faid by Nicodemus. But it is eafy to obferve
many inftances in the new teftament, where
this mode of {peech is ufed at the very
opening of a difcourfe, and is rather a tran-
fition from one fubjeéi to another, than a
direc anfwer to a queftion propofcd.  So that,
as I take it, we are to underftand by it no
more than this; when Nscodemus had thus
acknowledged Chriff as a teacher come from
God, he fets immediately upon inftru&ing
him into the great things that concerned his
everlafting peace, and opens the difcourfe
with a very wecighty fentence, Verily, wue-
rily, I fay unto thee, except a man be born

again, be cannot fee the kingdom of God. You
7 muft
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muft have obferved that when fomething of
the greateft confequence and undoubted cer-
tainty, hath been delivered by our Lord, it
was common with him to introduce it with
this afleveration, werily, wverily, I fay unto
you, intimating the weight and importunce of
it, and the attention it deferved. Now what
he delivers here to this eminent perfon, was
not merely for his own inftruétion and advan-
tage, as if no other had any concern with it:
for this certainly is one of thofe {crintures that
are not of private interpretation. W hat there-
fore our Lord faid uunto him, he faith unto us
all, except a man be born again, be cannot fee
the kingdom of God. Accordingly you will
obferve, that it is laid down in an indefinite
way, except a man—thatis, let his charaéter,
or his circumftances, be what they will; old or
young, rich or poor, prince or {ubje&, unlefs
he is born again, he cannot fee the kingdom of
God. By being born again, 1 underftand a
fpiritual imprefs wrought on the foul, or a
divine principle implanted in it, which be-
fore was dead in trefpaffes and fins. By the
kingdom of beaven, 1 underftand, either the
kingdom of grace here, or glory hereafter,
the ftate of the church militant, or trium-
phant. No man hath a right to church fellow-
fhip here, nor will ever have a part in the ge~
neral aflembly above, who hath not this new
nature, or is not born again. 'The manner of

our treating this fubject, will be,
K J
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1. T o offer fome things which deferve our
attention refpecting this new birth, and,
II. T o confider the reafons why thofe who

are deftitute of it, and die in fuch a con~

dition, cannot jée the kingdom of God.
I begin,

1. WiTH offering fome things to your con-
fideration concerning this new birth. And
we have defined it to be a {piritual imprefs,
wrought on the foul, or a divine principle
implanted in it, which before was dead in
trefpafes and fins. Now, as a principle, it
ftands oppofed to the particular exercife of
grace, and is diftinguifhed from it, as pre-
vioufly neceffary to it. For as it is in na-
ture, fo it is in grace, a man muft have life
before he can movc, orwalk, or perform anyof
the offices of life: and thusin religion, the mind
muft firft be made fpiritoal, and the foul be
renewed, before it will either relifh or breathe
after any f{piritual exercifes or entertainments.
Now in regeneration, or the new birth, you
will obferve.

1. THAT Ged is the author of it, and that
man is entirely paffive, in the firft reception
of this divine prmmple I fay, the work is
altogether the Lord’s, and man is only the
recipient, and not the origin of it, or co-ad-
jutor init., What is obferved of our firft crea-
tion, is true of our regeneration. Knuow ye,

fays
7
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fays the plalmift, zbar the Lord be is God, it
zs be that bath made ws, and not we curfelves;
we are bis people, and the fbeep of bis pafiure’.
And to this purpofe the apoftle Fobn fays,
But as many as received bim, to them gave be
power to become the fons of God, evern to them that
belzeve on bis name : which were born, not of
blood, nor of the will of the flefb, nor of the
will of man, but of God®. Compare with this
fome other paflages of the new teftament : For
we are bis workmanfbip, created in Chrift Je-
Jus unto good works®. Of bis own will begat
he us with the word of truth, that we fhould be
a kind of firf} fruits of bis creaturess. Bleffed
be the God, and Father of our Lord Sfefus Chriff,
which, according to bis abundant mercy, bath
begotten us again unto a lively hope, by the re-
urrection of fefus Chrif¢ from the dead, being
born again, not of corruptible feed, but of in-
corruptible, by the word of God, awhich liveth
and abideth for ever ®. Whofoever belicveth that
Fefus is the Chrift, is born of God. And as
this is the current language of the infpired
penmen, in the new teftament, fo it is alfo
agreeable to the antient promifes of the co-
venant of grace, under the old.  But this fhall
be the covenant that I will make with the boufe
of Ifrael; after thofe days, faith the Lord, I
will put my law in their inward parts, and
write it in their bearts, and will be their God,
and they fhall be my people ®. A new beart alfo
K

2 awill

4 Plal.c. 3. © Johni. vz, 13. f Eph.ii.10. & Jame
i 18, b g Pet.i3,23. %1 Johnv. 1. k Jer. xxxi. 31.
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will 1 give you, and a new [pirit will I put
within you : and 1 will take away the flony
beart out of your flefb, and I will give you an
heart of flofb'. 'The work is therefore the
Lord’s, and the glory of it muft be afcribed
to him. Should it be objeed to this, that
we are commanded to cleanfe ourfelves, as in
that paflage, wafb ye, make you clean, put
away the evil of your doings from before mine
eyes, ceafe to do evil™. And again, cleanfe
your bands, ye finners, and purify your bearts,
ye double minded®. 'We anf{wer to this, that
thefe and fuch like expreflions, are not to be
oppofed to the many fcriptures we have al-
ready quoted, as though they were inconfift-
ent with them : but they are to be underftood
rather as intimations of our duty, than of our
ability ; of what we ought to be, rather than
what we are capable of being, by any might
or power of our own; and at moft they can
fignify no more, on our part, than the aGual
exercife of divine grace when received, and
that under the influence of him that gave it.
For Fob fuys, If I wafh myfelf with fiow-
water, and make my bands never (o clean ; yet
Shalt thou plunge me in the ditch, and mine own
clothes fhall abbor me°. And the wife man
adds, wlo can fay, 1 bave made my beart clean,
T am pure from my fin®?2 which will yet fur-
ther appear, if we proceed to confider, not
only that God is the author of this work, 1b;ut:

that

! Ezek, xxxvi. 26. ™ Ifai. i, 16, ™ James iv, 8 © Job
ix. 30, 5. P Prov. xx. g.
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that man is entirely paffive in the firft recep-
tion of this divine principle. I allow, that
after wc are born again, it may properly
enough be faid that we believe in Chriit,
the a¢t is ours, though even then the effec-
tual influence and afliftance is God’s. But in
our firft converfion, the change which we re-
ceive in regeneration, is altogether of God,
the creature has no thare in this work. Which
will more fully appear, if we confider,

(1.) Tue ftate in which we are found,
when God begins the good work in our
hearts. 'This the fcripture hath reprefented
by a variety of metaphors, all which imply
the greatnefs of our corruption and defilement.
We are faid, you know, to be dead in tref-
pajles and fins9, to be blind, nay even dark-
nefs itfelf, as the apoftle writes to the Epbefi-
ans. For ye were fometimes darkncfs*. And it
is faid, zhe natural man receiveth not the things
of the Spirit of God; for they are foolifbnefs
unto him; neither can be know them, becaufe
they are [piritually difcerned*. We are alfo
called zbe fervants of fin*, and faid to be cre-
mzes iz our minds by wicked works*; yea en-
mity itlelf : The carnal mind is enmity againft
God : for it is not fubjeét to the law of God,
neither indeed can bev, fince we cannot of
ourfelves fo much as think a good thought.
Nay it is faid of man, zhat every imagination
of the thought of bis beart wwas only evil conti-

K 3 nually.
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nually*. WNow this is really the ftate of our
cafe, we may as well pretend to create a world,
as toconvert ourfelves. And fo far are we from
helping on our converfion, or affifting in it,
that we univerfally make all the head we can
againft it, and oppofe the Spirit of the Lord
in his firft motions, with refpet to this work,
till, by the almighty power of fovereign
grace, he gainsthe vitory. As to the fum of
what might be offered on this head, read at
your leifure the third chapter of Paul's epiftle
to the Romans, and 1 perfuade myfelf, com-
Earing it with your own experience, you will

ave reafon to conclude, that if ever you are
converted, you muft be entirely God’s work-
manfhip Y.

(2.) App to this the confideration of the
exceeding greatnefs of that power, which the
fcripture reprefents as exerted in our conver-
fion. ‘Thus itis ftiled a creation, and we are
faid, in the paffage juft now mentioned, to be
created in Chrift fefus unto good works. As
alfo it is called a refurreflion, or believers are
faid to be rifen witk Chrifi*, and God promifes
he will take avay the flony beart out of our flefb,
and that be w1l give us an beart of flefb®. 1t
is called a being, drawn by the Father <, a re-
cezving the Spirit®.  And there are other ex-
preflions of the fame kind, made ufe of, which
imply the utmoft degree of power. You have
a very remarkable paffage to this purpofe, 1iln

the

* Gen.vi.g. ¥ Eph.ii. 10, 3 Col.iii. 1,  ® Ezek,
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the apoftle’s prayer for the Epbefians ; he prays
that they may know what is the hope of bis cal-
ling, and what the riches of the glory of bis
inberitance in the faints ; and what is the ex-
ceeding greatnefs of bis power to us-ward who
believe, according to the working of bis mighty
power ; which be wrought in Chriff, when be
ratfed bim from the dead®, &c. The apoftle
{eems here to want words to exprefs the fenfe
he had of the greatnefs of that might, which
is exerted in the converfion of a finner. How
much think youdid Lezarus contribute towards
his own refurretion ? no more can a finper
towards his converfion. The tree muft firft
be made good, before it can produce the leaft
good fruit.

(3.) Tuis will yet more fullyappear, if you
confider, that, to fuppofe the creature hath a
hand in his firft converfion, is o far to oppofe
the main defign of the gofpel, which is, that
God fhould have all the glory, whiift we
have all the bleflings of falvation. 1If a fin-
ner could fay, thus far, he changed himfelf,
fo far he would have matter of boafting, as
having fomething of his own, that he had not
received. And thus the honour of our con-
verfion muft be divided between the creature
and his Maker; and an gafy anfwer might
then be given to the apoftle’s queftion, who
maketh thee to differ from anotber 2 and what
baft thou that thou didff not receivet?2 Upon

K 4 the
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the whole then, if the condition of the hu-
man nature is as the fcripture reprefents it, if
the work of converfion requires fuch power
as no created being is poffefled of, and if the
defign of the gofpel will not admit of the
creature’s having any part in the work of his
own regeneration, we may juftly conclude that
God alone is the author of it, and man the
fubje&, and not affiftant in it. Let a man
but ferioufly look into his own foul, and con-
fider how clofely he is attached to fin, and he
will find abundant reafon to join in the pro-
phet’s quettion, can the Ethiopian change bis
JRin 2 or the leopard bis [pots 2 then may ye alfo
do good, that are accuftomed to do evil &,

Having thus confidered God as the author
of this work, I fhould have proceeded to have
treated on the extent of it. But I fhall leave
that to a future difcourfe, and clofe this with
two or three reflexions, on what has been faid.
And then,

1, Ir our affertion be juft, that this whole
work 1s the Lord’s, we may very evidently
fee that mere moral fuafion, or objettive light,
is not fufficient to convert a finner. Some
divines have been ready to think, that it is
enough for God to fet before us the reafon-
ablenefs of religion, the beauty and excel-
lency of godlinefs, which, if the mind is made
throughly fenfible of, it will of itfelf be en-
clined to purfue it, Butalas! we find, that

though
8 Jer, xiii, 23,
2



Serm. VII. O the new birth. 137

though Paul, nay even Chrift himfelf were the
preacher, the gofpel would be a dead letter,
unlefs cloathed with the power of God. Many
perfons of the brighteft capacities, and of the
moft eminent chara&ter for ferioufnefs and mo-
rality, have yet remained ignorant of the my{~
teries of the kingdom of heaven, and have,
with Nzcodemus, been ftumbled at the firft
principles of true {piritual religion. When
our Lord called to LZazarus, to come forth
from the grave, all muft acknowledge it was
not the mere force of words, but a fecret
divine power that went with them, which
effected the miracle. Thus we may hear the
voice of the Son of God externally, all our
days, and yet, be ftrangers to that fecret and
vi€torious power which attends it, when it
brings life and falvation to the foul. And
farther,

2. Frowm hence we mayalfo fee, that if God
willwork, none can let it. ‘Truly the new crea-
tion is too much for us to perform. But with
the fame eafe, that the Lord comimanded the
light to fhine out of darknefs, he can _fbine into
our bearts, to give the light of the knowledge
of the glory of God, in the face of fefus Chrift®.
The apoftle Paulwas, you know, an eminent
inftance of this. He went on raging in his
malice againft Chrift and his people, and do-
ing his utmoft, if poffible, to deftroy his in-
tereft in the world. Yet, of an enemy, he

is
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is immediately madea friend ; from a perfe-
cutor, he became a preacher of the gofpel,
and the chief of Chrift’s apoftles, as a glori-
ous monument of vi€torious grace. And, for
my part, I cannot read without wonder,
what we meet with among the mighty fuc-
cefles that are recorded in the a&ts of the
apoftles, at the firft publication of the gof-
pel, that @ great company of the priefts awere
obedient to the faith®, perfons of all others
moft prejudiced againft it. But,

3. LET not finners, think ita light or eafy
matter, on the one hand, or an impofiible .
thing on the other, to be borz again. Satan
hath often ferved his turn with both thefe
fuggeftions: {fome apprehending converfion,
to be nothing but an external reformation of
life, have refted in a partial amendment, orin
cutting off fome branches, while the root or
ftock has remained entire. Cerruption muft
be defiroyed in the principle as well as the
produce; and thisis a work too hard for you,
On the other hand be not difcouraged, wbheat
is impoffible with man, is poffible with God.

4. LET not the chriftian be diftheartened,
who perhaps cannot affign any particular fea-
fonn, or remember exadlly the manner in
which God wrought this mighty work upon
his foul. It is enough for us if we are con~
{cious of the blefled fruits of the Spirit. As
to the manner of the operation, it is de-

fcribed
P Afks i 7.
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fcribed to be like the wind, of which we
know very little. The wind bloweth wbhere
it liffeth, and thou heareft the found thereof,
but canft not tell whence it cometh, and whi-
ther it goeth : fo is every one that is born of
the Spirit*, And,

T o conclude, if you have good reafon to
hope that you are borz again, remember what
you owe to God for fuch a mercy ; let him
have all the glory of his own work ; remem-
ber what was his defign in it ; examine your
hearts, and watch over your lives ; that you
may be able to make it appear that this great
defign has taken place in your fouls, and
that you are cleanfed from all filthinefs of
Jiﬁ’,ﬂ’G"Z‘f Spirits perfecting holinefs in the fear
of God,

k John iii. 8. 3 2 Cor. vii. 1.
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O#n the new birth.

Joun iii. 3.

“fefus anfwered and Jaid unto bim, wverily, ve-
rily, I fay unto thee, excepr a man be born
again, be cannot fee the kingdom of God.

"The fecond SErMmoN on this text.

=2 FTER I had in a former difcourfe
& confidered, that the particular view of

&2 our Saviour, in thefe words, was to
inftru a mafter in If7a¢/ in the im-
portant dottrine of regeneration ; I propofed,
more largely, toexplain the privilege itfelf,and
then to attend to ourL.ord’s reafoning upon it:
that except a man be born again, be cannot fee
the kingdom of God. Accordingly, in order to
explain the privilege, I obferved,

1. THAT God is the author of this blefling,
and that man is entirely paflive in the firft re-

ception of it :  or that this is one of thofe gifts
which
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which defcends from the Father of lights,
and in the beftowment of which, he will
alone be exalted. This I endeavoured to
confirm by feveral arguments, and clofed with

fome pratical reflexions. I proceed now,
2. T o confider the extent of this privilege,
which I apprehend is univerfal, as reaching to
the whole foul. As the foul was created after
the divine image at firft, fo it was defaced in
every faculty, by our apoftacy from God; and
this image is renewed in part, in the whole
mind, when we are born again, and effe¢tu~
ally engaged to turn unto the Lord. The
work indeed is not perfected at once, or com=-
pleat in its degree. But if it is genuine in its
kind, it muft be univerfal in its extent. Hence
you find the Spirit of God, when fpeaking
of this blefling, ufes indefinite terms. We
read of being renewed in the Spirit of our
mind, that is, in the whole foul. And again
it is called zhe new man, which after God is
created in righteoufnefs, and true bolinefs*;
plainly intimating, its author, influence, and
extent. ‘'Thus, as the whole compafs of cor-
ruption is comprifed in this term, zbe old man,
fo, the entire work of grace is reprefented
by the #ew man. And as the poifon of the
one, fo the influence of the other, is diffufed
through the whole foul. Some are fo mif-
taken, as to confine the work of converfion
to the underftanding, as though it were fuf-
ficient

* Eph. iv. 23, 24.
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ficient to denominate a perfon a fervant, that
he knew bis Lord's will. Others miftake as
much, when they limit it to the affetions,
as though a zeal for God, though never fo
blind and ignorant, was to wor/bip him in
Spirit and in truth. But how much they
are both deceived, we may learn from the in-
ftance of Paul onthe one hand, who, in zeal for
God, perfecuted the church, and blafphemed
the name of Chrif?, till he was renewed by
the divine power; and then from judas on
the other, who could not be faid to perifh
for want of knowledge, but yet was involved
in ruin, his heart being untouched by the effi-
cacy of fovereign grace. The light thrown
in upon the underftanding, if it is diftin-
guithing and fuving, is always attended with
{uitable impreflions on the affetions, whence
the foul is at once improved and delighted,
grows in grace, and advances in ufeful know-
ledge. Agreeable to this, we find the apoftle
{peaking of the [pirit of wifdom and revelation,
in the knowledge of Chrift, by which zbe
eyes of the underfianding being enlightened, ye
may know <vbat is the hope of bis calling®, &c.
And, you know, itis faid of our Lord, with
repe& to his difciples, that be opened their
underflanding, that they might underftand the
Jeripturesc.  Obferve, it is not faid that
he opened the fcriptures to their underftand-
ing, or, by a fuitable paraphrafe or comment,

he

b Eph. i 17, 18. ¢ Luke xxiv. 43.
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he explained the great and fpiritual import
or defign of them, tho’ it may be well fup-
pofed he did that: but be opened their under-
Slanding : the work was internal, and the
foul entirely paffive in the reception of it.
From whence we may gather, by the way,
that objeCtive evidence is not fufficient to
enlighten the mind of a finner. The vail
muft be taken off from the underftanding,
and the mind cleared from darknefs and pre-
judice, before it will rightly apprehend, or
receive the things of zbe ‘kingdom of God.
David, even after his converfion, prays to
this purpofe, open thou mine cyes, that I may
bebold wondrous things out of thy lazw®. More-
over, as the new man zs rencwed in knowledge ;
fo alfo in bolinefs. 'Thus, you know the de-
{cription we have of converfion in the cove-
nant of grace, where God fays, I will rake
away the flony beart out of your flefb, and I
will give you an heart of flefhe. 1t is a re-
moving the obftinacy and enmity of our na-
ture, and a bringing us into fubjection
to Chrift. Agreeable to this, it is promifed
by the Father to him, in the covenant, that
his people fbould be willing in the day of bis
power*, Nor is this blefling confined to the
underftanding and affections, but the judg-
ment is re¢tified and eftablithed ; confcience
maintains its authority ; and the memory be-
comes a treafury of facred truth, and a repo-

fitory

4 P@l. cxix. 18. ¢ Ezek. xxxvi. 26. f Pfal. cx. 3.
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fitory of f{piritual experience. No faculty is
indeed without imperfeCtion, but all are
changed and altered. ‘This is the new birth
or regeneration. But,

3. I wouLD farther obferve, that the pri-
vilege of regeneration is moft valuable, not
only in itfelf, but on account of the bleffings
which attend it. Itsauthor befpeaks its excel-
lency. Every thing that comes from heaven,
muft be divine, and highly deferving our at-
tention. What fubje&t fhould fo much chal-
lenge our admiration and efteem, as the re-
paration of the divine image in the apoftate
creature ? But if you add to this, the many
precious advantages, which neceffarily arife
from, or are clofely connected with this hea-
venly blefling, they muft needs increafe our
apprehenfions of it. And here allow me to
be a little particular, in the following inftances.
And,

(1.) IN our converfion or regeneration, a
vail, of worfe than Egyprian darknefs, is taken
away, and we immediately become /ight iz
the Lord. What more melancholy, than to
be deprived of natural fight? Every fuch ob-
je&k awakens our concern, and engages our
compaffion, But, by how much the intereft
of the foul, and the affairs of eternity, exceed
thofe of time, and the body, by fo much
the more wretched is the condition of every
unrenewed, ignorant finner. Nor is it the
leaft part of the mifery of men, in this fad con-

dition,
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dition, that they cannot fay, Is their not a lze
in our right band®?2 Now in converfion, as
the apoftle exprefles it, ye were fometimes dark-
nefs, but now are ye light in the Lord®. 1Itis
a change, not morc excellent, than furprifing :
hence the apoftle calls it marvellous light i
It is hardly pofiible to conceive with what
a tranfport of joy a perfon, who had been
long confined to darknefs, would welcome
the returning light, Nor is it otherwife with
an heir of falvation, when he looks back and
obferves, how wife he was 20 do evi/, and
how ignorant of, as well as averfe to the
paths of holinefs and duty. The very review
of his cafe affets him with horror, as the
apprehenfion of its alteration ftrikes him with
the moft pleafing fatisfaction. How ready is
he to acknowledge, ‘¢ Alas, I lately knew no-
¢ thing comparatively of myfelf, or my Sa-
““ viour, my mifery through fin, or remedy
¢ through grace! all was dark and gloomy ;
‘“ and had not grace prevented, would cer-
¢ tainly have led me to the world of utter
¢¢ darknefs and confufion!”

(2.) In our converfion, we fhake off the
fetters of the worft of tyrants, and take upon
us the yoke of the beft of mafters. Thus
you read of the gofpel as an inftrument in the
hand of the Spirit, not only 20 9pen our eyes,
and to turn us from darknefs to Light, but alfo,
Jrom the power of Satan unto God*. Satan’s

L power
& Ifai, xliv.ze. 2 Eph.v.8. !iPetiitg. *A&sxxvi 18,



146 On the new birth.

power is fo great in every unrenewed heart,
that he may be faid to rule and govern there,
to have the afcendant in the affections, and
the chief influence on the will.  As his defign
is the ruin of mankind, fo he fuits his temp-
tations to their corruptions ; and while they
ignorantly propofe fatisfaction to themfelves,
they arc really, freafuring up wrath againft
the dey of wrath, purfuing that which, at the
beft, will not fatisfy, and, if the mercy of
God do not interpofe, muft certainly end in
their deftru@ion. Now this is the cafe of
every one of us by nature, as the apoitle de-
{cribes it to the Epbefians, Where:n, fays he, in
tzme paft ye walked according to the courfe of this
world, according to the prince of the power of the
air, the [pirit that now worketh in the children
of difobedience’. And from this fad and de-
plorable condition we are not delivered, till
the Spirit of grace refts upon us, and breaks
the union between us and this great adverfary
of God and our fouls. There is then fuch a
difcovery made of his wickednefs and malice,
as begets a {pecial and abiding fear of him, and
averfion to him in the foul ; and thus, re-
nouncing the former fubjeCtion to him, the
foul is engaged in the fervice of another,
even the Lord Fefus Chriff ; whofe fervice is
not only our duty, but our honour and happi-
nefs, for the ways of wifdom are ways of
plecfantnefs, and all ber paths are pecace™. Sa-

Zan

! Eph. ii. 2. m Prov. iii. 17.
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fan treats his greateft votaries with deceit and
treachery ; whilft our Lord is not only juft, but
gracious and merciful : bis yoke is eafy, for he
aflifts us to bear it; and he treats us as friends,
and not meerly as fervants. And is it a valua-
ble bleffing to be delivered thus from the cruel
tyranny of the hardeft of all mafters, and to
be engaged in the fervice of a moft juft and
bountiful benefacor ? fuch then is the happy
alteration the foul pafies under, that is de-
livered from the captivity of this enemy, and
fubjected to the free and gracious govern-
ment of our Lord Fefus Chrift.

(3.) In our regeneration, we arife from a
death in trefpafles and fins, to a life of holi-
nefs and religion. So fays the apoftle, yox
hath he quickened who were dead in trefpaffes
and fins®, 'The meer light of nature teaches
us the preference of good to evil, but it is
revelation only which hath fully inftructed
us into the amiable excellency of grace, and
the vile deformity of fin. Now as death
fpreads itfelf through the whole animal
frame, fo fin by nature entirely poflefles the
foul, and we are as lifelefs and ina&ive in
the things of God, as one, who is naturally
dead, is in the affairs of this world. The re-~
moval of which is the great end of our con-
verfion. Hence the apoftle, writing to the
believing Romans, obferves, that the defign
of God in calling them was, that they fhould

L 2 be

= Eph. ii. 1.
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be faints, or holy perfons. He writes his
epiftle 2o a// that be :n Rome, beloved of God,
called to be [aints®. And he ufes the fame
phrafe, in his falutation to the church at Co-
rinth., To them that are [anitified in Chrif?
Fefus, called to be faints®. And agreeable to
this, our calling is faid to be an boly calling 9,
not only as it is the work of the Holy Ghof?,
but as it is do/y in its tendency: and thus
the grace of God, where it is received in re-
ality, the fame apoftle fays, will teach us, #hat
denying ungodlinefs and worldly lufis, we flould
lrve foberly, rigbteoufly and godly in this pre-
Jent werld®. And the apoftle Fobn adds,
that wlofoever is born of God, doth not com-
mit fin®; 1. e. in the fame way, or in the
fame degree, with thofe who are in the world.
Thus fuch a one receives that inftruétion
of the Holy Ghott by the apoftle Peter, who
fays, As be who hath called you is holy, fo be
ye boly in all manner of converfation ; becaufé
7t is written, be ye boly, for I am bolyt. But
again,

(4+) IN our converfion we exchange a bur-
denfome converfation with vain company, and
unfatistfying enjoyments, for {piritual and de-
lightful communion with the Father, Son,
and Spirit, with the faints, and with the
world above. Perhaps before converfion,
none more greedy after the world, or more

ear=

* Rom,i.7. P 1Cer.i.2. 2 2Tim.i 9., * Titusii. 12,
* 5 Johniii.g. ' 1 Peteri, 15, 16.
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earneft in the purfuit of fenfual pleafure and
carnal company. But when the mind is
changed and renewed, inftead of faying, to
the world, Who will fhewo ws any good? we
are feeking for the light of God’s counte-
nance ; being inftructed in foine meafure, that
the world hath nothing {uitable to our fpiri-
tual nature, or {ufficient to make us truly and
eternally happy. The charater of un-
converted perfons, you have in fhort in that
of the Epbefians, That at that time, they were
awithout Chrift, being aliens from the common-
awealth of Ifiracl, and flrangers from the cove-
rants of promife, baving wno hope, and with-
out God in the world®. But the end of our
converfion you may read in thofe words
of the apoftle, to the church at Corinth,
God is faithful, by whom ye were called unto
the fellowflip of bis Son ‘fefus Ghrift our Lord ™.
Now what greater honour or happinefs than to
have Chri2 manifefting himfelf unto us, as he
doth not unto the world ? But,

(5.) In our converfion, from being under
the curfe as children of wrath, we vifibly be-
come entitled to heaven and glory. I believe
I need not go far to prove that be zhat believeth
not, is condeinned already * : and that, whilift
a finner is unrenewed, he is, according to
fcripture, to look upon himfelf as under the
curfe. Now, in our converfion, one confi-
derable part of our happinefs is, that we are

L 3 called
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called not only unto grace, but unto glory
alfo; as the apoftle exhorts the Theffalonians,
to walk worthy of God, who bad called them
unto bis kingdom and glory?Y. So likewife the
apoftle Pezer {peaks of the God of all grace,
who bath called us into bis eternal glory*. And
here I might add,

(6.) Anp laftly, the confideration of the
permanency of this divine principle, and that it
fhall not be loft, as another infinite advantage
that belongsto it. And this might be argued
from the decrees of God, from the unchange-
ablenefs of his nature and his other attributes,
from the account we have in fcripture of the
everlafting covenant, from the charater and
fatisfaction of the great Saviour, and the in-
tereft the believer %as in him and his falva-
tion, from what he has already experienced,
and what the faithful and powerful intercef-
fion of Chrift, together with the promifes
of the gofpel, give him leave to hope for. But
as I intend to treat more particularly on this
doCtrine of the faints everlafting fafety from
another text, I fhall proceed,

II. Anp very briefly, to confider, why
none, but {fuch who are born again, fhall ever
fee the kingdom of God. And,

THE neceflity of it is fixed, fi/ in the di-
vine will, and fecondly, in the reafon of the
thing itfelf.
1. IN

Y 1 Thefl, ii. 13, z 3 Pet. v. 10,
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1. In the divine will, God hath determined
that avzrbout holincfs no man fhal! Jee his face?
Fle huih certainly a right to determine under
what circamftances we fhall enjoy eternal life,
or to infift on what he »icafes, as requifite to
it. And he hath fiid, the wicked fhall be
turned into bell, and all the naticns that for-
get God®. 'They that die in an unbelieving
and unfanctified condition, can have no por-
tion in the land of purity, and eternal blifs.
Old things mufi pafs away, and all things muft
become new ©, before we can ever have any
foundation to hope for an enjoyment of the
bleflednefs of that world, As thofe only
who bave wafbed their robes, and made them
awbite in the bleod of the lamb, can [f'and before
the throne of God, and ferve him in bis tem=
pled; foitis the unalterable decree of heaven,
that, nothing that defiles fhall enter into the new
Ferufalem ©, butthey only that do God’s com-
mandments have a right to the tree of life,
and may enter in through the gates into the city £,
So that had we no other evidence but this, it
might be fufficient to convince us, that God
hath fettled the way to everlafting life, in all
ages of the world ; and that where he gives
glory, he always firft gives grace as prepara-
tory to it. But add to this,

2. THE reafon of the thing itfelf. A man
without this fupernatural change, would be

L 4 abfow
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abfolutely unfit both for the employment and
happinefs of a better world. Holinefs becomes
the babitation of God’s houfe, and the place
where bis bonour dwellss ; and certainly then,
to admit a man, in his carnal, ignorant, and
corrupt flate, into the general affembly of the
church of the firft born, and even into the
palace of the divine Being, would be moft
dithonourable to God, and moft unfit in itfelf.
Ifaiab was not only a regeneraic and {piritual
man, but, I think, it is not to be doubted,
had as much acquaintance with Ged, and con-
formity to him, as any one of his time ; and
yet, under a fenfc of the imperfe& circum-
ftances which attend the beft of men in this
world, when he was brought nigh to the
throne of God in a vifion, and faw the Sera-
phims bewing before it, and heard them, cry-
7ng to one ancther, and faying, Holy, Holy,
Holy, is the Lord of Hofls, the whole earth is
Jull of kis glory, he fuid, W0 is me, for I am
undone, becaufe I am a man of unclean lips,
and dwell in the midft of a people of unclean
lips : for mine eyes bave feen the King, the Lord
of kofis® Such is the holinefs of God that
angels veil their faces, and elders caff their
crowns before bis throzel, and ackncwledge
that Leaven is not' clean in bis fight ¥, and that,
in their moft perfet condition, he may juflly
charge them awirh folly!'. Now, what could a

finner,

® Plal, xciii. 1. B Thi. vi.1,2,3. ¥ Rev.iv. 10, & Job
av. 157} Chap, iv. 18.
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finner, in his unrenewed ftate, do in fuch a
world ? what part could a man, dead in tref-
paffes and fins, bear in fuch pure and fpiri-
tual fervices as thefe? The attention of an hour
in this world to divine things is a grievous
burden to a carnal mind, and the more {pi-
ritual the fervice is, the heavier is the burden:
what then muft fuch a man endure, through
a long eternity, in the midft of the moft ex-
alted devotion, and the moit holy and refined
converfation ? He could have no competent
knowledge of the manner in which God is to
be worthiped, no capacity for his fervice, nor
any relifh for the enjoyment of him. The
company of angels would be wearifome to
him, and he muft needs be uneafy in the fo-
ciety of the fpirits of juft men made perfe&.
In a word, to fuch perfons, heaven would
be a moft difagreeable place, inftead of afford-
ing them any fatisfaction and delight. Well
therefore might our Lord fay, Except a man
be born again, he cannot fee the kingdom of
God. But, to draw to a clofe, from what
hath been faid,

I. You will fee, that there may be know-
ledge in the head, without grace in the heart.
As many, in the prefentday, take pleafure in
deriding the great fundamentals of religion, fo
others fatisfy themfelves with a bare {peculative
acquaintance with them. Suppofe a man
had the capacity of a fallen fpirit, if he had

his vicious nature too, would it not rather in-~
2 creafe
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creafe his mifery, than be any ground of
rcjoicing ? It is very pofiible for a perfon to
have very diftin& apprehenfions of the gofpel,
and yet to retain his enmity to the Lord Jfefus
Chrift. Would you know therefore, whether
your knowledge is faving? Obferve what influ-
enceit hath upon your hearts and lives ; whether
in proportion to your improvement in know-
ledge, yougrow inhumility ; or whether youare
notrather puffed up with a fond conceitof your
own attainments ; whether yourapprehenfions
of the evil of fin produce a growing abhor-
rence of it; whether this is attended with an
increafing tendernefs of conicience, and watch-
ful diligence in your walk ; whether your ac-
quaintance with the gofpel fillsyour hearts with
love to Fefus Chrif?; and, in a word, while you
improve in a {fpeculative knowledge of the other
world, you die the more to the things of
this ; and while your hopes increafe refpect-
ing your intereft in that bleffednefs, your
confidence increafes alfo in the merit of that

Saviour, by which alone it is to be obtained.
2. Do not take a particular fit of zeal and
affeGtion, for this new birth. Many have
feemed earneftly to tet their bands to the plough,
who have foon lwked back. Some like the
ftony-ground hearers, when they have heard
the word, bave immediately received it with
ladnefs : but having no rcot in themfelves,
have endured but for a time™. And where
this is the cafe with any, i# bad been better for
them

m Mark iv. 16, 17,
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them not to bave known the way of righteouf-
nefs, than after ibey bave known it, to turse
Jrom the boly commandment delivered unto
them ™.

3. WHAT enemies are finners to them-
felves, while they are unconcerned and
thoughtlefs about this bleffing, without
which they cannot ferve the Lord aright,
nor have any well grounded peace in their
own breafls, or enjoy even the bleflings of
this life, in a way of true comfort and fatis-
faction, and much lefs the hopes of a better ?
O finners, finners, what are you purfuing!
And what are you negleting! Were you
truly fenfible of the deplorable condition you
are in, you could neither eat your food, con-
verfe with your acquaintance, nor lie down
on your beds with any compofure. Or had
you ever felt this faving change, had you
ever feen a glimpfe of pardoning love, or had
a real tafte of divine things, how unfatisfy-
ing would every vanity, in which you place
your prefent hope, appear? Sad and deceivable
ftate indeed, to feek the living among the dead !
to fleep on the top of a maft, and fport on
the brink of a precipice! And O what then
will become of fuch who defpife, and deride
the efficacious operations of the Holy Spirit
in the new birth! who brand the whole of
the chriftian’s experience, with the ignomi-
pious names of enthufiafm and delufion! Cer-

tainly

B 2 Pet. ii, 21,
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tainly our Lord was the beft judge, and Le
fays, Excepz a san be born again, be cannot
Jee the kingdom of God. ‘To be ftrangers to
the experimental power of this work upon
their own hearts is bad enough furely, men
need not enhance the mifery of it, by fuch a
daring contempt of its almighty Author, and
of its genuine and gracious effects on the hearts
of others. That word of Paul to the unbe-
lieving Fews at Antioch may be very juftly
applied to fuch men, Beware left that come tporn
you which was [poken of in the prophets. Be-
bold ye defpifers, and wonder, and perifh : for
L work a work in your days, a work which you
Shall in no wife belicve, though a man declare
it unto you©. For, fays the author to the
Hebrews, He that defpifed Mofes’s low, died
without mercy under two or three witneffes :
of bow much forer punifbment, [uppofe ye, fhall
be be thoughr wworthy, who bath trodden under
Joot the Son of God, and hath counted the blood
of the covenant, wherewith be is fanétsfied, an
unboly thing, and bath done defpite unto the
Spirit of grace?? But to add no more,

4. WrAaT ground of ftrong confolation
have thofe, who have fled for refuge to the
Lord Fefus Chrifl 2 They have the purpofe,
covenant, promife, and oath of God the Fa-
ther, with all his perfe¢tions, the merit of
the Redeemer’s blood, the power of his in-
terceffion, and his own glory, together with

the
® Adts xiil, 40, 41. ? Heb. x. 28, 29.
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the honour of the Spirit, all interefted in their
happinefs, and fecurity. This fhould fill the
hearts of God’s people with joy, in the midft
of all the aflliGions they pafs tiirough in this
life, give them courage in every danger, and
raife their drooping fpirits in their darkeft
hours. Happy indeed, and only happy is he
who is God's workmanfbip, created in Chrift
Fefus unto good aworks!/ In this blefling, we
have all other bleflings, let our circumftances
otherwife be what they will: If God doth
this for us, it is as much as our hearts can
wifh. This new nature makes the poor rich,
the imple wife, and changes the finner into
a faint. This is food to the hungry, and
cloathing to the naked. And though we pafs
through a thoufand affliGions in this life, and
even through the valley and fhadow of death,
we are ftill going to take poffeffion of a king-
dom. We are entitled to promifes and com-
forts, which will fupport us in the way, and,
being born from above, we fhall thortly en-
ter into our znberitance among the faints in
ligbz‘.-
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