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ing their fniquities, redeeming their lives
from deftru&ion, and crewning them with
loving kindnefs and tender mercies. And the
thought of this, that they fhall fee his face no
more, or him concerned in {uch delightful
fervices, makes their hearts to bleed within
them. But,

11. I go on to thew the nature of that for-
row which is, or may be exprefled on fuch
an occafion, And,

1. When it is properly exprefled, and kept
within due bounds, it 1s not criminal, but law-
ful: it is not in the leaft fuggefted, that the
perfons in the text finned in doing what they
did, nor does the divine hiftorian leave any
cenfure upon them for it. Religion does
not firip us of our affections, or deftroy
them, but regulates and direCts, to the proper
ufe of them *; it does not teach us, or form
us into, a Stoical apathy, a ftupid indolence,
and brutal infenfibility : it is neither unmanly
nor unchriftian to weep for deceafed friends
and relations, or for any good man, and
efpecially for the lois of a Gofpel-minifter.
'The God of nature has placed the affections
in us for proper ufes, and chriftianity leads

unto

k Quire non in en fita eft perfedtio fidelium, ut affe@us

omue: exuant, {ed ut cos ex juftis tantum caofis {ufcipiant &
mouerentar, Caelvin, in lec,



(27)

unto them, and affifls in them; it 1s not
counter-acting the man, or the chriftian, to
exprefs a proper degree of forrow on f{uch
an occafion: perfons of the moft brave and
heroic fpirits, of the greateft firmnefs and
refolution of mind, have thown a tendernefs
of fpirit, and have been melted into tears
on a like account. The Apoftle Paul, that
man of {pirit, and greatnefs of foul, fuggefls,
that had Epapbrodz'tus died, he fhould have
had forrow upon forrow ; fuch a load of it,
as would be fcarcely bearable : devout men
carried out Stephen, when dead, to his grave,
and lamented over him ; and even our Lord
Jefus Chrift, when he faw the Fews and Mary
weeping at the grave of Lazarus, not only
groaned 1n {pirit, and was troubled, but wept
over him himfelf.

,. Such forrow is not worldly, but {piri-
tual; there is the {forrow of the world, which
worketh death, a forrow which worldly men
have, and for the lofs of worldly things;
as for lofs of trade, and lofs in trade, and for
the lofs of a man that is 2 good neighbour,
and a good cuftomer ; but of this nature s not
the {orrow exprefled in our text, there was no
worldly lofs {uftained by parting with the
apof’de . but there was a fpirituul one, and on
that account the forrow was: and {o when a

E 2 gofpel-
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gofpel-minifter is removed by death, the for-
row for him is of a fpiritual nature ; it is be-
caufe he has been a fpiritual father to fome,
and has been of ufe for the fpiritual welfare
of others: and a forrow on this account is
not blameworthy, when it does not hinder
the exercife of fpiritual graces, as faith, hope,
patience, refignation and fubmiffion to the
will of God.

3. This forrow was univerfal ; as they all
wept, they all forrowed ; there was not a dry
eye in the whole affembly ; it was a general
lofs, a lofs to them all, and it occafioned a
general lamentation : fo the lofs of a gofpel-
minifter is a general lofs, a lofs not only to
his family, and to that particular church, and
every member of it to whom he miniftred,
but to the whole intereft of Chrift : when a
great man 1s fallen in Ifrael, all Ifrael will be
concerned for it; when a prophet dies, there
will be a general weeping for him ; when
Samuel the prophet died, all the [fraelites ga-
thered together, and lamented him!

4. This {orrow was very painful; the el-
ders found great pain and uneafinefs in their
breafts, when they were told by the apoftle
they thould fee bis face no more. The word,

by

Y2 Sam i 2R ) Sam. xxv. 1.

o



(29 )

by which it is here exprefled, is ufed to fer
forth that anguith of fpirit, and diftrefs of
mind, which were in ofeph and Mary, when
they had loft, and were feeking for the young
child Jefus ; yea, it is ufed of the moft ex-
cruciating torments ™ : the fenfation here felt,
and the forrow they were filled with, were
like the pains and forrow of a woman in tra-
vail ; by which our Lord fets forth the for-
row of the difciples when he thould be taken
from them, and they fhould not fee his face
for 2 while®: and fuch like forrow is occa-
fioned by the death of a gofpel-minifter to
his people ; it is like feparating the neareft re-
lations, hufband and wife, parents and chil-
dren ; it is like plucking the flefh from the
bones, and rending one member from an-
other ; fo exceeding affliting and painful is
it.  But I proceed,

III. To affign the reafons which induce a
people to forrow after this manner, upon the
death of a gofpel-minifter ; and which will
ferve to juftify fuch forrow when it is kept
within due bounds. And,

1. The charaGers which a minifter of the

Gofpel bears, lay a foundation for fuch for-
row,

m Odwwuwa, See Luke ii, 48. and xvi. 24, 25.
» John xvi. 19, 20, 21.
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row, and furnith out a reafon for it: heisa
Jervant of the moff bigh God ; not only by
creation, as all men are, and by grace, as
every faint is, but by his office as a minifter;
whofe work and bufinefs it is to fhew unto
men the way of falvation: he is « minifter
of Chriff; of his appointing and fending, of
his calling and qualifying, and whom he
owns and makes ufeful: he is ¢ feward of
the myfleries of God, and of his manifold grace;
and if he is faithful, which is required of
ftewards, and alfo wife, and gives to every
one their portion of meat in due feafon, as
on that account he is highly efteemed and
valued in the family, fo his lofs will be juftly
lamented. He is an ambaffador of Chrif?;
perfonates him, ftands in his ftead, and {peaks
in his name, bringing a meflage, being fent
on an embafly of peace, from him: he is a
fpiritual guide and governour in the church,
whofe faith is to be followed, and the end
of his converfation confidered, which is Chrift,
the fame to-day, yefterday, and for ever.
And now in proportion to the characters he
bears, is the lofs of him, and in proportion
to the lofs of him, is forrow for him; per-
fons of figure and charater, as in the ftate,
fo in the church, the death of them is to be
lamented,

b3
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2. The relations which a gofpel-minifter
ftands in to his people, are another reafon
why they do, and why they may forrow for
him afier a godly fort, and in moderation,
when he is parted from them by death, and
they cannot fee his face any more: he ftands
in the relation of a father to them; of a
fpiritual father to fome of them, as he has
been the inftrument of begetting them again
to Chrift by the Gofpel; fo that he is not
only an inftructor of them, but a father to
them ; as he alfo is to the reft that are under
his care, he having a paternal affection for
them, and a fatherly regard to them: he lays
up for them on week-days, as parents do for
their children, and then he freely fpends it
on them on Lord’s-days, and moft gladly
fpends, and is fpent, for them ; though the
more he loves, the lefs is he loved by them.
And, O how does he exhort, comfort, and
charge them, as a father does his children!
and therefore when he is removed from them
by death, who can blame them for weeping
and crying out, My father, my fatber, the
charict of Urael, and the borfemen thereof !
Likewife he ftands in the relation of a fhep-
herd to them ; as he is their father, and they
his family, he’s their paftor, and they his
flock, whom he hLas willingly took the over-

1 fight
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fight and charge of; and whom he feeds with
knowledge and underftanding, and watches
over, and for their fouls, that he may give
an account of them with joy, and not with
grief ; and when therefore he is taken from
them, can it be otherwife, but that they muft
be filled with grief and forrow on account
of it?

3. The work of a gofpel-minifter, from
which he is taken oft by death, is fuch, that
when it is ferioufly confidered, and thoroughly
thought of, will juftly occafion forrow in
thofe among whom he has laboured. His
bufinefs is to deliver out the pure Gofpel of
Chrift, to publith falvation by him, to pro-
claim peace by his blood, to preach par-
don and righteoufnefs through him, and
every other important truth; to ftate and de-
fend the fame, and to fhew the influence
they have, and the argument they carry in
them, to engage to holinefs of life and con-
verfation : and as he is highly to be efteem-
ed of for his work fake, and to be ac-
counted worthy of double honour, efpe-
cially if he labours in the word and doc-
trine ; and if he is a workman approved of
God, and that needeth not to be afhamed,

rightly dividing the word of truth, as he won’t
fail
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fail of meeting with refpe@® and value from
thofe who love the truth, as it is in Jefus,
{o when he commes to die, and has done hijs
work, his death will be bewailed for the fame
reafon, for which he was highly efteemed
in life,

4. The ufefolnels of a gofpel-minifter is
another reafon of forrow with thofe to whom
his fabours of love have been acceptable and
ferviceable, Such an one is made ufe of by
the Lord to turn men from darknefs to light,
and from the power of fatan unto God ; to
convert finners from the evil of their ways,
whereby fouls are faved from death, and a
multitude of fins covered ; he is a minifter
by whom others believe in Chrift, and have
peace and comfort; the word preached by
him is the means by which faith comes, and
the holy fpirit with his feveral graces is re-
ceived. Heisa Boanerges, a fon of thunder,
to fome, to awaken and convince them of
their fins, and of their dangerous ftate and
condition by nature; and he is a Barnabas, a
fon of confolation, to others, through whofe
miniftry their diftreffed minds are relieved,
their difconfolate fouls are comforted, their
faith is increafed, the joy of it furthered, and
they are fed, nourifhed, refrefhed, and edi-
fied: when therefore it is the pleafure of the
- K Lord
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Lord to call home fuch an ufeful fervant of
his, and take him off from his work and
ufefolnefs, and efpecially in the midft of i,
it muft be very affliCting and grieving, to fuch
particularly, who have received much fpiri-
tual benefit and advantage by him,

5. It increafes the forrow, when at fuch a
time as this, a gofpel-minifter is removed, in
which there are not many of that charater,
and fo fmall a profpedt of more. The har-
veft is great, and faithfol and painful labourers
are few. 'Fhere are fcarce any that natu-
rally care for the eftate and fouls of men, and
are heartily concerned for their fpiritual and
eternal welfare ; all comparatively feek their
own things, their honour and applaufe from
men, their eafe, reputation, and riches, and
none or few the things that are Jefus Chrift’s,
or relate to his honour, glory, kingdom and
intereft in the world ; and what adds to the
forrow is, that thereare {o few rifing up to fill
up the places of thofe that are removed; few
that come forth with the fame {pirit, and are
zealoufly attached to the truths of the ever-
Jafting Gofpel : blefled be God, there is here
and there one that promifes ufefulnefs, or
otherwife the forrow and grief, at the lofs of
golpel-miniflers, would be infupportable.

To
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To all which may be added, that a faith-
ful minifter of the Gofpel can be very ill
fpared at this time of day, when errors and
herefies of all kinds are rampant among us;
it is the laft day, and there are many Anti-
chrifts in the world, many falfe prophets are
gone forth into it; there are many faying, Lo
here is Chrift, and lo there, to the great con-
fufion and diftraction of the weak and fim-
ple. ‘Thefe come not in privily, as they for-
merly did, bringing in damnable herefies,
denying the Lord that bought them, but
openly fpread their poifon, and declare for
their wretched fchemes with fury and ran-
cour, charitably {cattering firebrands, arrows,
and death ; raging waves of the fea they are,
foaming out their own {hame; there is fcarce
an error or herefy that has appeared in the
world from the firft ages of Chriftianity, but
what is revived in this; and there is no truth
of the Gofpel, but what is oppofed and de-
nied : and 1o lofe an able and zealous defen-
der of them, at fuch a time as this, isa dou-
ble lofs, and can’t fail of affecting the minds
of fuch who heartily efpoufe the Redeemer’s

caufe. But,

IV. Give me leave to offer fome few things
to prevent immoderate forrow, to reflrain
F 2 orief,
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orief, and keep it within due bounds and
limits; though it is lawful, and there is caufe
for it, yet care fhould be taken that it is not
exceeded, and even in this your particular
cafe, who have {o lately loft your dear paftor.

And,
1. Let it be obferved, that it is the will

of God that fo it thould be, and you ought
to acquiefce in it; the will of the Lord is
done, and it can’t be undone: when the difl~
ciples had endeavoured to diflnade the apoftle
from going up to Ferufalem, and could not
prevail, they ceafed, faying, the will of the
Lord be done° : {o you have been praying and
intreating the Lord to fpare the life of your
paftor, bat he has not thought fit to grant
your requeft; and it now becomes you to
ceafe, and be ftill, and not complain and mur-
mur, fince the will of the Lord is done; who
does all things not only after his own will,
but after the counfel of i1t; he does all things
well and wifely, for the beft, for his own
glory, and his people’s good ; and therc is
nothing in which you can more imitate Chrift,
and be like unto him, than by refizning your
wills to the will of God, who faid », %oz 1y
wilf, but thine be done ; you thould remember
that God is a fovereign, and muft be fub-

mitted
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mitted to: he does according to his will in
heaven above, and in the earth below, and
none can ftay his hand, nor ought any to
fay to him, what doeft thou ? Good old EJ
faid, with refpect to a cafe more affliGting,
more diftreffing, and more fevere than yours,
2t 15 the Lord, let bim do what fecmeth Fim
good 1 ; he has a right to do what he will with
his own, and he does fo without giving any
account of his matters to the children of men:
the Lord gave you your minifter, and he
gave him his gifts for the miniftry, and all his
ufefulnefs was owing to him; and now he
has taken him away, and you thould be ftill,
and know, own, and acknowledge that he
is a fovereign God, and does as he pleafes;
and with Dawvid it becomes you to be dumb,
and not open your mouth, in a way of
complaint againft him, becaufe he has done
1t .

2. Your minifter’s work was done, which
was appointed for him to do. There is no-
thing that more manifeftly falls under the
decrees and determinations of heaven than a
minifter’s life and work ; it 1s appointed of
God where he fhall minifter, to whom,
and how long ; how many fouis {hall be con-
verted by him, and what comforts fhall be

admi-

1 1 Sam. i, 18. r PL xlvi. 10, and xxxix, g
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adminiftred thro’ his means, and to what
length of time he muft continue in his fervice,
Now there was not one finner more to be
converted by your minifter, nor any more
comforts to be conveyed to you thro’ his
hands; all the work that was cut out for
him was done by him: buc this can’t be bet-
ter exprefled than in his own words ; and
becaufe thefe will, in all probability, have a
oreater influence upon you, and more weight
with you, than any thing I can fay, give
me leave to read a paflage or two out of
a difcourfe®, publithed by him. <« God,
¢ fays he, never calls home an ufeful mi-
« nifter till his work is done, till every finner
¢ js brought in, whom he was 1n any degree
“ to be inflrumental to awaken, convince,
“ or diret to Jefus; and till every faint is
“ {o far inftru€ted, edified, and comforted
“ by him, as was fettled and agreed in the
“ divine counfels, when God was pleafed
“ to determine and appoint, that he fhould
“ be called to labour in his vineyard.
¢ And as all the names of the elect are par-
“ ticularly fet down in the Lamb’s book of
“ life, fo under-fhepherds arc {ent for th by the
“ great Lord of the harveft, who, as he afiigns

““ them their work, fo he has fettled cvery
cir-
T The Bieling of o Cofpel miniflry, &¢ p. 30, 22, 33
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circumftance relating to it ; how long each
fhall be employed, and when he is to be
removed to make way for a fucceflor :
how far he fhall be owned, and fucceeded;
what temptations and difficulties will at-
tend him; what difcouragements he will
meet with, and how he fhall be fupported
and carried thro’ it, in the midft of all op-
pofition, till his warfare is accomplifhed,
and his work is finifhed. We are ready
td entertzin hard thoughts of God, con-
tinues your dear Paftor, and to open our
mouths againft heaven, when he is pleafed
to take away a minifter whom we valued,
in the bloom or meridian of life, efpe-
cially if he is called off when we think
he was beft furnifhed for, and had the
greatelt run of f{uccefs in his work ; not
confidering that cne reafon why he was
fo very ufeful, whilft with us, was, be-
caufe his work was to be cut fhort in
righteoufnes, and his ftay upon earth
limited to a few years: ’tis not fo material
how long minifters are continued with
us, as how ufeful they are to us, whillt
that is our mercy. God can eafily dif-
patch a great deal of work by his fervants,
in a little time ; and if he is then plcafed
to difmifs them, the advantage is. theirs

(14 by
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“ by being taken the fooner to regions of
« everlafting reft and triumph. This
« fhould ferve then, adds he, to fill our
“ murmurings, and hufh our complaints,
¢ even tho’ we fhould lofe a minifter dear~
« er to us than the apple of our eye: let
¢« us remember he had his particular work
¢ to do, that now his work is finithed and
«« compleated ; and when this is the cafe,
¢¢ what can be more merciful than for a faith-
ful fervant to enter into the joy of his
“ Lord?”

3. The refidue of the fpirit 1s with the
Lord ; Chrift your afcended Lord and King
has received gifts for men, yea for rebellious
ones; and he has a fulnefs of them in his
hands, which he can give, if he pleafes, to
others to fit them for the work of the minif-
try ; that they may be ufeful for the perfect-
ing or gathering in of the faints, and for the
edifying the body the church: inftead there-
fore of mourning over the death of your
Paftor, efpecially in an immoderate way, be
praying to the Lord of the harveft to fend
a faithful labourer into this part of his vine-
yard ; and who knows what a blefiing 1s in
referve for you ! your El;jab’s gone, it may
be, a double portion of his fpirit may fal

upon
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upon fome Elifba or another, who may be
fent to you.

4. Remember that the Lord Jefus Chrift,
the head of the church, lives, and will live
for ever more, to protet, defend, and pro-
vide for you ; though your {piritual father is
aone, your everlafting father, on whofe fhoul-
ders the government of thechurch is, con-
tinues ; tho’ the under-thepherd is removed
from you, the chief and great fhepherd, and
bithop of your fouls is ftill the fame, yefterday,
to-day, and for ever; an everlafting friend,
that fticks clofer than a brother. And more-~
over, tho' the fathers, where are they, and
the prophets, do they live for ever? noj;
they do not, yet the word of God lives and
abides for ever : the gofpel is an everlafting
gofpel, and there will be men to preach it
to the end of the world. Chrift has promi-
fed his prefence with his minifters fo long,
which fuppofes that they will be continued
to the end of all thinge. Chrift has, and ever
will have a ftanding-miniftry in the world,
until all his ele&t are gathered in, and
thefe are come to the unity of the faith, to
the meafure of the ftature of the fulnefs of
Chritt. o

c. It fhould be obferved by you, that
what is your lafs, is your minifter’s gain ;

G he
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he is taken away, perhaps from evil to come ;
he is fafe houfed before the ftorm falls
upon the churches and minifters of Chrift,
which feems to be gathering thick ; and
can you be forry for that ? could you have
fcen the faint when he entred into the joy
of his Lord, clad with robes of immortality
and blifs, how he was received into the
Father’s prefence, embraced in the arms, and
laid in the bofom of Jefus, and the Spirit
of glory refting on him; could you now
view him, as you have reafon to believe he
is, inheriting the throne of glory, with the
érown of righteoufnefs on him, encircled
with the glorious.forms of angels and fellow-
faints made perfet, it would furely bid
you wipe off your tears, and dry your eyes
To all which 1 would only add, that tho
you'll fee his face no more in this world,
which is the caufe of your prefent forrowing,
yow’ll fee it in another; hell rife again in
the refurre@tion of the juft, and you that
believe in Chrift will rife too, when the
dead in Chrift fhall rife firft; and then he
and you will meet, and both, the Lord, and
be for ever with him; with which words
you fhould comfort one another. Your
minifter will appear at the head of you, to

whom he has been a fpiritual father, and
1 you'll
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you'll be then his joy and crown of rejoic-
ing ; he’ll look upon you with pleafure, and
you’ll fee his face to great advantage, which
will then be as the face of an angel, and
fhine like the fun in the father’s kingdom ;
for they that be wife fhall fhine as the bright-
nefs of the firmament, and they that turn many
to righteoufnefs, as the flars for ever and ever ",
Thus have 1 gone thro’ what I propofed ;
and there is nothing remains now but to
give you the character of my deceafed bro-
ther, and your Paftor, which I fuppofe is
expected from me: and here 1 want the
eloquence of the deceafed to paint him out
in his proper colours, and to defcribe him
as the accomplithed man, the real chriftian,
and excellent minifter. Something I {hall
attempt to do, and you that knew him
moft intimately, will fupply the reft in your
minds, from your own obfervation.

The Revt. Mr. Samucl Wilfon, defcend-
ed from godly minifters of the denomina-
tion of Proteftant Diffenters, both by father
and mother’s fide. He was the fon of the
Revi. Mr. Ebenezer Wilfon, a worthy minifter
of Chrift in this city; whofe father alfo was
an eminent preacher of the Gofpel, at Hitchin

G2 in
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( 44 ) |
in Hertfordfbire; and as he had a religious,
fo a liberal education. His grammar and claf«
fical learning, he received under fome of the
beft mafters of it », in this city: his acade-
mical ftudies he went through, under the
dire@ion of Dr. Ridgley and Mr. Eames, under
whom he made great advances in polite and
ufeful literature ; with which being furnifhed,
he fhone out and made that figure in the
church and world, he afterwards did.

His natural partswere very quick and ftrong ;
he had great vivacity of fpirit, a lively fancy
and imagination, a retentive memory, a pe-
netrating mind, and a folid judgment ; which,
with theaboveadvantages of humaneliterature,
and above all, having the grace of God be-
ftowed upon him, and fpiritual light and
knowledge given him in the myfteries of the
Gofpel, made him the great man he was.

He was favoured with many prefervations
and providential deliverances, in his infancy
and younger years, when life was in danger ;
which he has remarked with his own hand ¥,
as expreffive of the tender care of providence
over him; and no doubt the Lord faved him,

in
* Dr. Hay, an eminent Clergyman, and Profeflor #ard
of Grefbam-College. |

¥ In a bloody-flux ; when cut near the eye by a catftick ;

when {wimming in a mill-pond wading through a river
once ard again, e, MS. penes me.
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in order to call him by his grace, reveal his
Son in him, and make him an able minifter
of the New Teftament.

He received his firft ferious impreffions,
uzider the miniftry of the late Rev®, Mr, Daniel
Wilcox, an eminent minifter of the Prefbyterian
denomination in this city; as he himfelf re-
lates in a difcourfe * he publithed on occafion
of the death of that minifter, upon the fame
words which I have been treating of : and
that he was truly a partaker of the grace of
God, was not only the judgment of the church
to whom he firft gave up himfelf, but will
eafily be admitted by all good men that have
known him, heard him, orread him. And
it was your happinefs as a church, that you
had fuch a minifter, who himfelf had tafted
that the Lord was gracious: an unregenerate
miniftry has been the bane of the eftablifhed
church, and is like to be the ruin of the
Proteftant diffenting intereft.

Tho’ the father and grandfather of our
deceafed brother were both of the Baptiff
denomination, yet it was not this that deter-
mined him to become of the fame perfuafion
himfelf; befides, his father dying when he
was young, he was under another influence;

and

x The blefiing of a Gofpel-miniftry, &ec. p. 3.
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and when he entred upon the enquiry about
~ baptifm, no one, he himfelf fays, could enter
into it with a more earneft defire, to find
truth on the fide of the common praétice, all
his converfation and profpects leaning ftrongly
that way; but, vpon taking the method
which he did to fearch the feriptures, colle®
the whole evidence from them, and confider
every part feparately, he found himfelf obliged
to conclude the ballance was greatly on the
fide of adult-baptifm by immerfion; and
therefore determined to comply with his duty,
and on the clofeft refletion never faw reafon
to repent of it7: this enquiry, or which he
calls a feriprure manual, was publithed a little
before his death, and is worthy the perufal of
every ferious enquirer into truth; and by
which, and other printed performances of his,
tho’ dead, he yet {peaks.

After he was fully fatisfied in his mind
about the point of baptifm, he joined himfelf
with the church, then under the paftoral care
of the Reve. Mr. Edward Wallin ; and when
he had finithed his ftudies, was called forth
by that church to the work of the miniftry,
into which he came not only with the entire
approbation of that church, but with great

acceptance to the public : he was foon called

to
¥ See his Seriprure Manual, p. 3, 39.
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to be an affiftant to the Rev!. Mr, Yabs Nobl,
in whofe meeting-place * a Lord’s-day evening
lecture was opened for him, where he
preached to a crouded audience: he came
forth even at firft with clear evangelical light,
with great warmth, zeal, and fervency of
fpirit; and like another Apolls, with a torrent
of eloquence, being mighty in the feriptares;
all which recommended him to all forts of
people, and made him exceeding popular,

After fome time, you, this ¢hurch of
Chrift, being deftitute of a paftor, called him
to take the paftoral care of you, which he
accepted of, and was folemnly invefted with
the office of a paftor, clder, or overfeer;
many minifters affifting in that fervice, who,
all reft from their labours, excepting my felf5
this, I think, was about five or fix and
twenty years ago. His miniftry among you
has been greatly owned to the converfian
of many finners, and to the comfort and
edification of you all prefent, as well as
of many that are gone to glory before him.
‘The low eftate in which you wers, when
you came to this place, and the numbers of
which you confift, and the flourithing con-
dition in which you now are, abundandy
fhew the fuccefs of his miniftration, among

you ;
2 Tallow-Chandlers Hall,
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you; notwithftanding the breaches, which
by one providence, or another, have been
made upon you ; his popularity continuing
to the laft.

Need I defcribe him as a preacher to you,
who, at leaft many of you, have fo long fat
under his miniftry ; his mien and deportment
in the pulpit was grave and venerable; his
gefture graceful ; his addrefs very moving and
pathetic; his language ftriking; his difcourfes
fpiritual, favoury, and evangelical ; having a
tendency to awaken the minds of finners to a
fenfe of fin and danger, and to relieve and
comfort diftrefled minds: he was indeed an
eloquent preacher, and a warm defender of
the peculiar dottrines of the chriftian religion ;
and in one word, laborious, indefatigable, and
fuccefsful ; not a loiterer, but a labourer in
the Lord’s vineyard ; as in his public work,
fo in the more private duties of his office,
vifiting the church and members of it, with-
out refpet of perfons; fervent in his prayers
for them, and with them; hearty in his
advice unto them, and unwearied in doing
any fervice for them he undertook. And let
me not forget, and I am perfuaded you will
not eafily forget his conduct at your church-
meetings, where he prefided, becoming his

charalter
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charaGer and office; what a\ithority he ufed
when neceflary ; what prudence in all things,
what patience in bearing with the infirmities
of the weak, and it may be fometimes the
rudenefs of fome, and the invetives of
others ; what lenity to offenders ; what com-
paffion to back-fliders; what reluctance to
pafs theawful fentence on the incotrigible, and
with what tears in prayer he would weep over
fuch unhappy profefiors ¢

His gift in prayer was very remarkable
and extraordinary ; with what fulnefs of mat-
ter, freedom of mind, and fervour of fpirit,
as well as pertinency of expreffion, and pro-
priety of language, would he pour cut his
foul before God, and wreftle with him ; what
a compafs would he fetch, and reach every
cafe, both private and public; and not only
exprefs the fenfe of his own heart, but that
of others that joined with him in a better
and fuller manner, than they could do it for
themfelves.

He was affable and courteous in his beha-
viour to all men, of a chearful fpirit, his
converfation pleafant, profitable, entertaining,
and ufeful : which made him generally belov-

ed by all forts of perfons. In focial life, he
H was
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“was the tender hufband, the affetionate father,

and the faithful friend.
In his laft illnefs he was feized at firft with

fuch a ftupor, as rendered him very little
converfible during the whole time ; fo that
nothing of his gracious experience could be
taken from him, only fome broken words
and expreflions now and then were dropped
by him, which fhewed him to be in a {piri-
tual frame: but from a fmall manufcript,
written by him in health, 1 fhall give a few
extralts, in which he not only exprefles his
fenfe of mercies, temporal and fpiritual, but
obferves the gracious dealings of God with
him, and his experience of his divine favours.
1 have had, fays he, « many fweet vifits of
« his love, efpecially in fecret, and at his
¢« table. God, in Chrift, adds he, I hope
< is my portion, his providence my defence,
¢« and his good Spirit my guide and com-
« forter.” And in another place, he ex-
preffes his fenfe of the corruption of his heart,
the infirmities of his life, his faith and hope
in a bleeding Savicur, and his defires after
unfpotted purity and holinefs ; he complains
of ¢ a polluted, proud, peevifh heart, prone

“ to atheifm, folly, and every evil —and of
144 a
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a life tarmfhed with many blemithes, fad
« indifcretions, and heart-breaking ingrati-
« tude — furely, fays he, God bath hardly
«« done more for any, nor any left to do more
¢ againft him! — then exprefles an hope
¢¢ limited to a bleeding mediator— and con-
¢« cludes, blefled day that will bring perfect
<« purity.” Which day is come to him, and
has brought it to him, A word or two
more, and I have done.

To you the mournful widow of the de-
ceafed, give me leave to fay, your lofs is
indeed great ; you have loft 2 kind and in-
dulgent hufband ; but remember Chrift your
fpiritual hufband lives 5 and from him, and
his love, you can never be feparated; put
“your truft in him, he’ll never leave you nor
forfake you. To you his dear offspring,
whom he moft affectionately loved, you have
loft one who has been, and ftill would have
been, the guide of your youth, and conftant
monitor ; follow his example, remember his
inftructions ; fhun the pleafures of fin, and
the vanities of this world ; flee youthful lufts;
feek the kingdom of God and his righteouf-
nefs, and ferve your father’s God, and things
will be well with you, And to you this

church of Chrift, among whom he has
5 miniftred

{
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miniftred many years, I would only fay,
abide by the truths he preached to you ;
imitate him in every thing praifeworthy, and
of good report ; you have loft your thepherd,
keep clofe to one another, and not featter and
firay from the fold ; preferve the order and
difcipline of Chrift’s houfe; feek peace and
purfue it, unite in your counfels, be frequent
and fervent in prayet; and I doubt not but
in due time, God will fend you a paftor to
feed you with knowledge, and with under-
ftanding.

FIWNTIS




