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ACTS xx. 38.
Sotrowing moff of all for the word
which be [pake, that they [bould fee

- hbis_face no more.

EING defired by you, the bre-
thren and members of this church,
to affift, in your forrow, on account
of the death of your late dear paf-

tor, in which I fincerely bear a part with
you ; and no paflage of fcripture being left
by the deceafed, nor any given me by his
furviving relative, or by you, I confidered
with myfelf what would be moft proper and
fuitable on fuch an occafion ; I thought of
one portion of fcripture, and of another, but
none hung upon my mind fo much, and con-
tinued with me fo long as the words I have
read unto you; and therefore I determined,
through divine affiftance, to make them the
fubjet of the following difcourfe.
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The words manifeftly refer to a fingle ex.
preflion ufed by the apoftle Pau/, in a very
moving and pathetic addrefs, delivered by
him to the elders of the church of Lphefus
at Miletus, where he had convened them for
that purpofe ; but before 1 enter into a par-
ticular confideration of them, I fhall take
leave to make fome few remarks upon the
addrefs itfelf; and the rather, as it will not
lead us out of fight of the text, but will open
to us the true fource of the forrow exprefled
in it, and furnith us with reafons accounting
for it. And,

1. The apoftle obferves what was his con.
ftant work and employment whilft he was
in Afia, and his manner of performing i,
ver.18, 19. His work was ferving the Lord,
not himfelf and his own belly ; not feeking
to gratify his fenfual lufts, or to acquire riches
and honour to himfelf, as the falfe teachers
did ; he was no time-ferver or man-pleafer,
for then he would not have been the. fervant
of Chrift; but he ferved the Lord, Jehovah
the father, in the gofpel of his fon, with all
his heart and foul ; and he ferved the Ford
Chrift by fully and faithfully preaching him,
and in fo doing became the fervant of the
churches for Jefus fake. His manner of pes-
torming this fervice was with all bumility of

?ﬂiﬂd 3



(3)

wmind ; for though he was favoured with ex-
traordinary gifts, and was called to an extra-
ardinary office, by which he was fet not only
above common faints, but above ordinary mi-
nifters of the word, and was not behind the
chief of the apoftles; yet he was not lifted
up with thefe things, but thought himfelf
lefs than the Jeaft of all faints ; being fenfible
of his own unworthinefs ta be employed in
fuch fervice, and his infufficiency for it ; and
well knowing it was by the grace of God he
was what he was, and did what he did, he
therefore walked humbly before God, and
in the fight of men; not aflaming a domi-
nion over the faith of any, or lording it over
the herjtage of God, And it was with many
tears that he went through his work; he
{fowed the precious feed of the word in tears,
and watered it with them ; grieved he often
was at the hardnefs, impenitence and un-
belief of many that heard him, and was great-
ly affeCted with the trcubles of the f aints,
both inward and outward : who was offend-
ed ar affliGted, and he burned not? and would
frequently weep over the fcandalous lives of
carnal profeflors. And his fervice alfo was
attended with zemprations that befel him, not
only from fatan, and his own heart, but from,
a wicked world, and efpecially by zhe {ymg
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4n wait of the Jerws, who fonght to take away
his life ; and which were trials of his fhith
and patience, and of his courage and con-
ftancy in the {ervice of his Lord ; and now
a minifter fo conftant and laborions, fo hum-
ble, fo compaffionate, and {o felf-denying,
is it to be wondered at that forrow thould be
felt and exprefled at parting with him ?

2. The apoftle goes on to take notice of
the fubje&-matter of his miniftry, or of what
he chiefly infited upon in it, ver. 20, 21,
In general it was what was profitable, fuitable,
and convenient for them, He did not amufe
his hearers with philofophical notions, or read
leGtures of mere morality to them, or deli-
ver out {peculative notions in divinity ; but he
taught them folid and fubftantial truths, the
docrines of the everlafting Gofpel, the whole-
fome words of our Lord Jefus, fuch asmen
are nourithed up with unto everlafting life ;
things profitable for do@rine and inftruGion
in righteoufnefs ; even fuch doé&rines as relate
to the knowledge of the divine Being, Fa-
ther, Son, and Spirit, to the ftate and con-
dition of man by nature, as a fallen creature,
and to his recovery both by redeeming and
efficacious grace : and of thefe things he keps
back nothing 3 he did not with-hold them

either in whole or in part, nor did he with-
2 draw
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draw or fetch back, as the word * ufed may
fignify, what he had before faid to them ; bug
abode by it, and pronounced an anathcma on
fuch who preached any other gofpel than what
had been preached and received already ; and
this he fbewed unto them, and made it clear,
plain, and evident; and faught them it pus-
Jickly, and from houfe to boife ; firft publickly in
the Fewi/b fynagogue, then in the {chool of
Tyrannus, chap, xix. 8, g, 10. and in what-
foever public place of worthip the people met
together ; and alfo privately in their own
houfes; which fhows his diligence, and in-
duftry, and concern for their fpiritual wel-
fare ; and what he taught in the one place,
and in the other, was uniform apd all of a
piece. In particular, the docrines he chiefly
infifted npon, or the whole of his miniftry,
were reducible to thefe two heads, repentance
toward God, and faith toward our Lord efus.
Geod, againft whom man bas finned, is the
object of the one ; and Chrift, who is the
Redeemer and Saviour, is the object of the
other : repentance muft be toward God ; it
lies in a true fenfe of fin, and godly forrow
for it, in thame and blufhing at it, and in
owning and forfaking it, flowing from a view
- of the love of God, and of pardoning grace

and
3 Yrirurape,  See Heb, x. 38, 30.
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and mercy thro Chrift, attended with faith in
him, and hope of falvation by him: faith has
Chrift for its objet; and it is a believing in
his perfon, blood, righteoufnefs, and facrifice,
a looking to him, leaning on him, trufting
in him, and expeting grace, life, and falva-
tion from him., Thefe two dotrines went
together in Chrift’s miniftry, and are what he
ordered his difciples to teach, and which they
did, endeavouring firft to bring men to a
fenfe of fin, and then encouraged them to
believe in Chrift: and this is the ufual order
in the Spirit’s work upon the foul thro’ the
minif’:ry of the word, firft to convince men of
fin, then to work faith in their hearts, and take
of the things of Chrift, and thew and apply
them to their {ouls for their peace and comfort:
and thofe do@rines were taught by the apoftle
without tefpet to perfons, he teftified them
both to Jews and Greeks ; and now a minifter
who made it his bufinefs to deliver out fuch
interefting truths, doctrines of {uch moment
and importance to the fouls of men, and was
fo faithful and diligent herein, is there not
good reafon that thofe to whom he had mi-
niftred fhould be filled with forrow and trou-
ble, and fhew deep concern of mind at his
departure from them !

3.-
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5. The apoftle declares the view he had
of what fufferings he was to endure for the
fake of the Gofpel, and which was not at all
difcouraging to him, ver. 22, 23,24. He
fays he was going bound in the fpirit unto fe-
rufalem ; not in his own {pirit, as being bound
ih confcience to perform a piece of fervice he
Iad undertaken to do to the poor faints there
from the Gemtsle churches ; and much lefs as
if he was comprefled, and firaitned, and un-
eafy in his mind at what he was to fuffer at

rafalem, for this would be contrary to what
he after fays; but in and by the Spirit of
God, by which he was moved to go up to
Ferufalem, notwithftanding the perfuafion of
his friends to the contrary, and what he
fhould endure there ; by which he knew he
fhould be put in bonds there ; and by the
revelation of the Spirit he faw it as clearly ag
if he was bound already. Yet nor knowing
the things that {hould defal him there : that is,
other things befides bonds, which are after
excepted ; or whether thofe would iflue in
death there or elfewhere ; as yet this was not
made known unto bim : fave that the Holy
Ghoft witnefled in every city, that bonds and
affiictions abode him, or waited for him.
This he knew not only from the common lot
of Chrift’s minifters, and his own experience,

but



(8)
but from the Holy Ghott in the prophets,
which were in every city where there was a
church ; who were all in this tone, having
a fpirit of prophecy in them, that he was
going, to endure great f{ufferings for the fake of
Chrift and the Gofpel ; or the Holy Ghoft in
himfelf teftified before-hand to him of his
fufferings, affuring him that in every city he
came unto, and particularly in ferufalem, per-
{ecution and affli¢tion would attend him ; and
which, by the way, is no inconfiderable proof,
of the deity of the blefled Spirit: But none
of thefe things moved him from his intended
journey to ferufalems, which he was refolved,
upon ; nor from preaching the Gofpel as he
went along ; nor did they difturb and diftrefs
his mind; neither did he count his Jife dear unto
himfelf, than which nothing is dearer to men.
Skin for fkin, yea all that a man bath, will be
grve for bis life®. Yet thishe made no account
of ; he did not value and regard it ; he was
willing to lay it down, fo that he might but
teftify the Gofpel of the grace of God; or bear
a teftimony to it, which he was willing to
do both by life and by death ; even to that
Gofpel, which is a declaration of the love,
grace, and mercy of God, which afferts fal-
vation to be all of grace, and is the meaﬂfs.
o

b Job ii. 5.
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of conveying and implanting the grace of
God in the hearts of men; and in {o doing
fulfil the miniftry he had received of the Lord
Sefus 5 and which he had, as alfo gifts forit,
as well as a commiffion to enter upon it, and
execute it; and by all which he would finz/b
his courfe, the race of his life, and courfe of
his miniftry wizb joy, as he did; for a little
before his death he could fay °, I bave
Sought a good fight, I bave finifbed iny courfe,
I bawe kept the faith; benceforth there is laid
up far me a crown of rightecufnefs, which the
Lord, the righteous judge, fhall give me at
that day. Now who could forbear fhedding
tears at parting with fuch a brave and cou-
rageous minifter of the Gofpel, fo undaunted
at fufferings, fo willing to lay down his life
for the fake of the Goipel, and the dear in-
tereft of the Redeemer ?

4. The next thing obfervable in this mov.
ing fpeech, is the apoftle’s folemn appeal to
thofe to whom he addrefled himfelf for his
faithfulnefs in the miniftration of the Gofpel
tothem, ver. 25, 26, 27, which is introduced
after this manner; he tells them, that he
kwew, and was aflured, and which therefore
was not a mere conjecture of his, but he had

it

€ 2 Tim. v, 7, 8.
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it by revelation, that none of them «//, meart-
ing not only thofe before him, but all the
chriftians in Afia, among whom he had gone
preaching the kingdom of God ; the kingdom
of the Meflah, the kingdom of grace and
glory, more efpecially the latter, and the
things appertaining to it ; as what is a man’s
meetnefs for it, regeneration by the {pirit of
God ; and what is his right unto it, the
juftifying righteoufnefs of Chrift ; and what
the glories of it, which are in fome meafure
brought to light by the Gofpel; all fuch perfons
to whom he had preached thefe things in
Afia, be affirms, thould fee his face no more
which was the cutting wounding ftroke,
which touched them to the quick, pierced to
the very heart, and fet them weeping and
forrowing as they did.  And this is the word
referred to in our text. Upon which he calls
them to bear witnefs that day, that he was
pure from the blood of all men ; he had acted
the part of a faithful watchman in giving
warning from the mouth of the Lord ; he had
laid before men their ftate and danger ; he
had truly reprefented their condition to them;
he had told them, that without repentance
towards God, and faith in Chrift, they would
die in their fins ; he had pointed out the only

way of life and falvation by Chrift unto them,
fo
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o that they would not perith for want of
knowledge and the means of it; nor was he
any ways acceflary to their ruin; their de-
fru@ion was of themfelves; their blood was
upon their own heads; he had nothing to
anfwer for, he had faithfully difcharged his
duty to them :_for, fays he, I have not fhun-
ned to declare to you all the counfel of God ;
not the fecret purpofes and decrees of God,
thofe counfels of old which are faithfulnefs
and truth, which are only known by prophecy,
or by the difpenfations of Providence ; but
the Gofpel-revelation, and the whole fcheme
of it, which is the produce of divine wifdom ;
this he fully made known to all to whom he
miniftred, fo that they, as well as Timorthy 4,
knew fully his do@rine as well as manner of
life: he made ufe of no artful methods to
conceal his principles, no ambiguous phrafes,
or words of double, or doubtful meaning;
he renounced all fuch hidden things of dif-
honefty, and by manifeftation of the truth,
commended himfclf to every man’s confcience
jn the fight of God: and now is it at all mar-
vellous, that the perfons to whom the apofile
faid thefe things, fhould have their hearts filled
with forrow, or that there fhould not be a dry
gye among them, when a minifter, {o honef

Cz and
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and ingenuous, fo faithful and open-hearted,
was taking his leave of them, and efpecially
when they are told, that they fhould fee his
face no more?

g. Next follows the prefling exhortation of
the apoftle, ver. 28, 29, 30, 31. to the elders
of the church at Epbefus, to take beed to
themfelves ; to their doétrine, that it be agree-
able to the word of God, and to their con-
verfation, that it was becoming the Gofpel of
Chrift: and to all the flick ; the whole church
of God, and everv member of it, and watch
over chem, and preferve them from the error
of the wicked : cver the which the Holy Ghoft
had made them cverfeers; by beftowing gifts
upon them, qualifying of them for fuch an
office, and inclining their hearts to take the
overfight of them chearfully ; and which is
an argument why they fhould be careful of
them. fo feed the church of God ; with whole-
fome food, with the {fubftantial truths of the
Gofpel, which hold forth Chrift and his grace,
as the bread of life, and water of life; and
the rather they fhould look upon themfelves
under obligation fo to do, fince Chrift, who
is God over all, blefled for ever, has purchafed
this flock or church, not with corruptible things,
as (lver and gold, but with bisown bleed ; which
is exceeding precious, and of great value and

cfficacy.



(13)

efficacy.  And the reafon why the apofile was
fo importunate, and fo prefling in this matter,
was, becaufe he knew by divine revelation,
that gfZer his departing from hence, or by
death, grievous wolves, falfe teachers, wolves
in fheeps cloathing, fierce, ravenous, and
greedy anes, would enter in among them pri-
vily ; not fparing the flock ; but fleecing and
worrying it: yea, not only fuch fhould enter
from without, but even of themfelves, out of
their own community, there fhould rife up
men Jpeaking perverfe things ; contrary to the
feriptures, to the Gofpel, and things very per-
nicious. to the fouls of men, whereby they
would draw away the difiiples after them
make rents and {chifms in the church, form
pew parties, and fet up themfelves at the head
of them : now of this the apoftle had warned
them inceflantly for the three years laft paft,
in the moft tender and prefling manner,
even with tears, which he defires them care-
fully to remember.  And can it be thought that
fuch an affeGionate fervant of Chrift could be
parted with, without tears thed for himy, who
had fo great a regard both to the prefent and
future well-being of the church, to which
thefe elders belonged ?

6. In the moft affeCting manner he takes
his farewel of them, ver, 32. commending

them
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them 7o God ; to his grace to fupply and fu pport
them, to his wifdom to diret them, and to his
power to preferve and keep them ; and 10 2he
aword of bis grace; either the written word, the
fame with the Gofpel of the grace of God, to
make it the rule and fubjeé of their miniftra-
tion ; or Chrift the effential Word, who is full
of grace and truth; each of which, both Ged,
and his word, were able to build them up on
their moft holy faith, and carry on and finith
the work of grace upon their fouls, and make
~ them ufeful to build up others on the rock
of ages; and when they had done their work,
to give them an inberitance among all them
which are fanétified ; both a meetnefs for, and
a right unto the incorruptible and undefiled
inheritance, that fades not away,and is referved
in the heavens, and will be only enjoyed by
fanctified perfons ; for ’tis an inheritance of
the faints in light. And the whole fpeech is
concluded with the apoftie’s declaration of his
being free from the fin of covetoufnefs; for
the truth of which he appeals to the perfons
prefent, and exhorts them to imitate him,
provide for themfelves, and fupport others;
to which he animates them by the words of
our Lord Jefus Chrift, ver. 33, 34, 35. and
then clofes all in prayer to God with them,

and for them ; upon which they all burft out
5 into
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into tears, and lift up their voice and weep,
and one after another fall upon the apoftle’s
neck and kifs him, ver. 36, 37. A moft
moving fcene this! It is hard to form juft
and adequate ideas of it, and {lill more diffi-
cult to exprefs them in proper language ; I
cannot do it better than in the words of a
very fpiritual and affeCtionate commentator ©
on the place, who reprefents it in the follow-
ing manner. ¢ How can I part with this
¢ dear creature, this blefled Pau/, faith one,
¢ in whom my life is in a manner bound up ?
¢« Farewel, my dear friend, faith another, a
« thoufand thanks to thee, and ten thoufand
¢« to God for thee, and for all the pains thou
¢ haft taken with me for my good : And
« muft we part ? faith another, muft I lofe
« my {piritual father, nurfe, and guide ?
« What will become of us now, faith an-
«« other, when we fhall no more have him
“ to apply to, and receive direction from ?
¢ What fhall I do, if the Lord take away
“ my mafter from my head ¢ My father,
« my father, the chariot of lfracl, and the
s« borfemen thereof”” And then follow the
words I firlt read, forrowing moff of~all for
the word which be [pake, that they flould fee
bis face no more. ‘There were feveral things

in

¢ Mr. Henry ia lge,
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in this farewel-difcourfe, which affe@ed them,
and filled their hearts with grief and trouble ;
as what the apoftle was like to fuffer for the
fake of Chrift and his Gofpel, and what fad
havock falfe teachers would make in the
church under their care hereafter ; but what
moft of all affti¢ted them was, that they were
now juft going to part with the apoftle, and
fhould never fee him more. What I fhall
further do with thefe words, will be,

I. To confider what that is which chiefly
and principally affects and afflicts a people at
parting with a Gofpel-minifter, which is, #laz
they fhall fee bis face uno more.

11. Shew the nature of that forrow which
is, and may be exprefied on {uch an occafion.

111, Obferve fome reafons which induce
fuch a forrow, and which will ferve to juf~
tify it when it is within due bounds.

IV. Offer fome things to confideration, in
order to abate it, on the above account, and
to regulate it, and keep it within proper limits.

I. I fhall confider what that is, which of
all things does' moftly affect and afHict a peo-
ple at parting with a Gofpel-minifter, which
is, that they fkall fee bis face no more.  And let
it be obferved, |

I,
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1. That there are many cafes which afa
fect, but not fo much affe¢t as this: as for
inftance, to part with 2 minifter for a while,
for a few weeks or months, when his urgent
affairs call him elfewhere, or his prefence
i$ neceffary in another branch of Chrift’s
intereft, for the fervice of it; this is not
grateful to a people by whom he is beloved ;
it is with fome relu@ance he departs from
them for a feafon; but then they hope for
his return, and, with as much patience ag
they can, wait for it : had this been the cafe
here, it would have been bearable. The faints
at Epbefus had an experience of this be-
fore. 'When the apoftle was firft with them,
his (tay was fhort ; they would fain have had
him continued longer with them, but he re-
fufed, which no doubt was grieving to them
but he returned again, and abode with them
for the fpace of two years, and then was
obliged to leave them through an uproar, but
not without expreflions of their tender regard
to him; they embraced him in their arms
and no doubt wept over him: and now a
third time he vifits them, by fending for them
at Miletus, and tells them, that they fhall fee
his face no more ; had he given fome hopeg
of vifiting them again, though he fhould for

D the
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the prefent depart, or fignified his intentions to
do fo, if it was the will of God, this would
have been tolerable ; but to aflure them they
fhould never fee him again, this cut them
to the heart. |

Again, to part with a Gofpel-minifter
wholly, to have him removed from one part
of a country to another, from one church to
another, there to abide, and not return again,
this is more affecting and affli&ting than the
other cafe, but not like thisin the text. This
may be, and fometimes is the cafe, that a
minifter does, and lawfully may remove from
one people to another; as when errors and
herefies obtain, and they can’t be rooted out ;
or immorality prevails, and no reformation
can be made, the difeipline of Chrift’s honfe
is neglected, and the people will not fuffer
his laws to be put in execution; or when a
due maintenance is not, or cannot be pro-
vided for him, but both he and religion are
expofed to the reproach of the world; or dif
affe@ion between him and the people rifes
{fo high, on one account or another, that
peace and fellowfhip cannot be maintained,
nor the ends of the miniftration of the word,
and adminiftration of ordinances be anfwer-

ed: but then in fuch a cafe as this, as there
‘ may
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may be {fome perfons to whom he has been
a fpiritual father, or who have received com-
fort and edification by his miniftry, and con-
fequently muft be greatly troubled and di-
ftrefled at his removal from them; fo they
may, if convenience will permit, go along
with him; or however they may hope to
fee his face, and hear his voice again one
time or other.

Moreover, to have a gofpel-minifter drove
away by the force of perfecution, and remov-
ed into a corner, {o that a people can’t behold
their teacher in the place where they were
wont to fee him ; this muft be very grieving
and diftrefling, but not like this, feeing his
face no more ; becaufe in fuch times of per-
{ecution, they may both fee and hear him in
private houfes, in cellars, and folitary places,
in fields and woods, as our forefathers did.
The witnefles prophefy, tho in fackcloth ; and
the church is fed and nourithed with the
word and ordinances, tho’ in the wildernefs:
befides, hope may be entertained, that fuch a
ftate of perfecution will not laft always; God
will not fuffer the rod of the wicked always
to continue on the lot of the righteous ; he
gives his churches reft from adverfity, and they
walk in his fear, and in the comforts of
his {pirit, and are edified and multiplied.

D2 For
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For a gofpel-minifter to be ill treated, re-
viled, and perfecuted, to be haled to prifon,
and laid in fetters and bonds, muft be very
grievous to Tuch to whom he has been ufeful ;
but this is not like to that, of being in fuch 2
cafe as never to fee his face more ; becaufe
fuch, as they have compaflion on him in
his bonds, and fympathize with him, fo
they may vifit him in prifon, fee his face,
hear his voice, and be the more firengthened
in their faith in Chrift, and in the good
ways of God, by his bonds. 'The cafc of the
apoftle Paulis a moft affeting one, when he
was ftoned by his furious perfecutors, and
dragged out of the city, and left for dead,
round about whofe bruifed and mangled body,
and as fuppofed, dead, the difciples ftood, no
doubt forrowing and weeping ; and yet on a
fudden he rofe up alive and well, and they
faw his face with pleafure f.

When a minifter of the gofpel is indifpofed,
and thro’' ficknefs cannot attend his charge
and work, it greatly affets a people that love
him, and to whom he has been ferviceable ; as
the fickne(s of Epapbroditus was diftrefling to
the Philippians, when they heard of it, which
caufed heavinefs in him, who knew it would
be fo to them, tho’ it was not unto death #:

whilft

F AQs xiv. 19, z0. ¢ Phil. ii. 26, 27.
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whilft there is life there is hope of feeing him
again ; but when death has done its work, there
is no more hope of feeing him again in his
minifterial work ; and this is the cutting
thought. 'Wherefore,

2. What is the affeGting cafe of all; is
parting with a minifter by death, when the
eye that has feen him fhall fee him no
more, in the place it formerly did; and that
place in which he has been feen fhall know
him no more : death changes his countenance,
alters his face, and the lineaments of it, fo
that it is not to be feen as it was before; and
he is fent away, his body returns to the duft,
and the f{pirit to God, that gave it; fo that
his wesowmar, his perfon, as the word alfo fig-
nifies, is not to be beheld any more. The
phrafe here ufed fuppofes, that they had feen
his face, and that with pleafure ; for'it is ufed
of beholding perfons and things with rapture
and joy ' ; o a people may, and often do fee
the face of their minifter in the time of life
- and health with pleafure ; and-efpecially when
in his mafter’s work, perfonating his lord, and
fpeaking in his name, they have fometimes
feen his face as the Fews did Stepben’s, asif it
had been the face of an angel, and have re-
ceived and embraced him as an angel of God,

even

h @swper,  See John xvii. z4. Ads vil. §6.
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even as Jefus Chrift i ; how beautiful are the
feet, and much more the mouth and lips of a
meflenger of peace, and publither of the
glad-tidings of falvation by Chrift ! but when
a minifter is dead, tho’ his face may be
feen before his interment, yet not without

an alteration, and not with joy and pleafure,
But let it be obferved, that when the
apoftle told the perfons {poken of in the text,
that they fhould fee his face no more; and
they believed him and therefore forrowed,
it 1s not to be underftood as a contradiion to,
or a denial of the refurretion of the dead :
the apoftle knew, and fo did they, that tho’
he would die, and never pay them another
vifit; yet he would rife again in power, in
glory, in incorruption, and with a fpiritual
body, and fo would they, and have the fame
eyes they had, and with them behold, as the
God-man and mediator-Chrift, or Chrift in
human nature, and that for themfelves, and
not another, fo they thould fee each other,
and that face to face; but the meaning is, that
he would die, and fhould not rife again till
the heavens be no more, till the Lord thall
defcend from heaven with the voice of an
archangel, when the dead in Chrift will
rife

T Adsvi, 15, Gal iv. 19,
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rife firft, till the laft trumpet founds, and
the dead rife incorruptible and immortal,

3. It may be very well thought, that there
is in thefe words a figure which Rbetoricians
call a meigfis, by which lefs is faid than
is underftood, and more is defigned than
is exprefled ; and befides, the word here ufed
not only fignifies face or countenance, and
allo perfon, but all exterior, attending and
furroynding circumftances; and fo we may
confider it as exprefling the perfon of a gof-
pel-minifter in every view of him, and in
every part of hjs office, who ceafes to be view-
ed in it when death has done its own. And
then, |

His people fee his face no more in his own
‘houfe, to which they have at times reforted,
to have their cafes of confcience anfwered,
their doubts refolved, or advice given them in
matters of moment and difficulty, They fee
his face no more in their own hopfes ; chat
is, they have no more of his friendly vifits;
no more his fervent prayers with them, and
for them ; no more his hearty counfel to them,
and feel no more his fympathizing heart
with them in their troubles, whether of 2
fpiritual or temporal nature; the weak are
no more fopported, nor the fechle-minded

com-
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comforted by his private inftra@ions, They
fee his face no more at their church meetings,
there prefiding over them, thewing the houfe
to the houfe, the form and fathion of it,
the goings out and comings in, and all the laws
and ordinances of ity pointing who are to be
admitted, and who to be rejeéted from the
communion of the church; directing to every
part of difcipline, and to the rule of God’s
word for it; exhorting and reproving with
all long-fuffering and doctrine, fuch fharply
who have erred, that they be found in the
faith, and fuch publickly who have finned
before all; laying on, and taking off cenfures,
by the fuffrage of the church; all which is
no more to be feen as done by him. They
fee his face no more in the pulpit: they heay
no more the filver trumpet blown by him,
nor the joyful {ound pronounced with delight.
ful accents, nor the meflages of peace, life,
and falvation by Chrift brought by him ;
- they now remember how his mouth fpoke
wifdom, and his tongue talked of judgment;
how their hearts have burned within them,
while he has been opening the fcriptures
to them; how he has ftirred up their minds
by way of remembrance of Gofpel-truths,
and endeavoured to eftablith them in them

4 in
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in what a clear light he has placed them,
and with what ftrength of argument he has
defended them ; and with what fervency,
and in what a prefling manner he has ex-
horted them to love and good-works, and
to adorn the dotrine of Geod their Saviour.
But the cutting thought is, he’s gone, and is
no more feen, nor no more to be feen and
heard. They fee his face no more at the
table of the Lord, there delivering out the
memorials of his fufferings and death; fet-
ting forth fo evidently before their eyes a
crucified Chrift, as if he was juft then
crucified and flain among them ; pointing
to his bleeding fide and wounds, and direct-
ing to his pierced hands, and feet; expliin-
ing the divine emblems, as reprefenting the
body of Chrift bruifed and broken for their
fins, and his precious blood thed for the
remiflion of them ; infenfibly, and at an un-
awares, leading them at once into the heighth,
and depth, and length, and breadth, of the
love of Chrift, which pafleth knowledge ;
engaging and encouraging their faith and
hope in his blood and facrifice; ftirring up
their love, and exciting them to thank-
fulnefs to him, and not forget his benefits ;
fuch as hcal'mg- their difeafes, and forgiv-
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