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THE BIBLE’S DESIGN REVEALS

ITS DIVINE DESIGNER

The internal structure of the Bible re-
veals the same Creator who made His

creature, man, “fearfully and wonderfully”
(Psalm 139.14), created the Scriptures with the
same exacting care and planning. The books of
the Bible are laid out more carefully than a
modern skyscraper or a precisely engineered
bridge spanning miles of deep waters. They
are more complicated than our DNA, our cell
structure, and the complicated routings of our
nervous and circulatory systems. Yet, as our
knowing the details of how our body operates
in unnecessary for it to function, even so our
knowing the intricacies of how God put the
Bible together is not necessary for the Holy
Spirit to reveal its basic truths to His people.
Yet there is a strong assurance and encourage-
ment to and for the Lord’s people for them to
be given to realize, however incompletely, that
the One who holds the galaxies and the atoms
of His creation together was no less meticulous
in designing His written word.

The ancients knew far more about these
marvels than we do now. Josephus, Eusebius,
and other historians, theologians, and scholars

wrote about the metrical structures in the He-
brew Old Testament, even going back into Old
Testament times. In more recent centuries, as
is always the case, some biblical scholars agreed
with the ancient  writings,  supporting  and
defending them, while others disagreed and tried
to pass them off as trivial and insignificant. In
what follows, in an attempt to point toward the
glories of Him who is Wisdom incarnate, we
hope to  examine  some  of  the  miraculous
structure hidden within the Bible.

A few years ago, while I was reading in a
book about the Bible and its inspiration, struc-
ture, and design, I read a  note about Zacharias’

prophetic statement in Luke 1.68-79. This note
was far more than interesting; it was
downright amazing.

Zacharias, the father of John the Baptist, is
speaking.  Zacharias’  comments  in  Luke
1.68-79  read as follows:

“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel;
for he hath visited and redeemed his
people, and hath raised up an horn of
salvation for  us in the  house  of  his
servant David; as he spake by the mouth
of his holy prophets, which have been
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 (Continued from page 1)

since the world began: that we should be
saved from our enemies, and from the
hand of all that hate us; to perform the
mercy promised to our fathers, and to
remember his holy covenant; the oath

which he sware to our father Abraham,
that he would grant unto us, that we be-
ing delivered out of the hand of our en-

emies might serve him without fear, in
holiness and righteousness before him,
all the days of our life. And thou, child,
shalt be called the prophet of the High-
est: for thou shalt go before the face of
the Lord to prepare his ways; to give
knowledge of salvation unto his people
by the remission of their sins, through
the tender mercy of our God; whereby
the dayspring from on high hath visited

us, to give light to them that sit in dark-
ness and in the shadow of death, to guide
our feet into the way of peace.”

I was struck with the fact that the author
pointed out that Zacharias’ prophecy was laid
out in a beautiful inversion of five word-pairs.
This passage of  Scripture  from  Luke  is  our
Example 1 (See FIGURE 1).
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 I thought, Well, now!  That is amazing!
And I thought again: This is one of those nice
little nuggets God has occasionally concealed
here and there in the Bible to show His wisdom
for His people’s wonder, admiration, and wor-
ship.  But as I read on, I found to my real
surprise that, without exception, every book,
chapter, and verse in the entire Bible is laid

out in a similar manner!

Actually every complete Bible passage is
laid out in one of two or three basic ways or in
a combination of them. Simplified, they are
known as Inversions and Alternations:

1.  Inversions, as the text illustrated in Figure
1; the structure is inverted, going “in” and “back
out,” in a shape or pattern like a “V” lying on
its side (“>”):

A.

B.

C.

C’.

B’.

A’.

2.  Alternation, a series repeated or alternat-
ing, as:

A.

B.

C.

A’.

B’.

C’.

3.  Combined Inversion and Alternation,
which may seem to be in no particular order;
yet each A, B, C has its counterpart, A’, B’,
and C’ in its preordained place.  FIGURE 2

shows an example of how such a rather ex-
tended outline might be ordered, where the capi-
tal letters (A, B, C, and C’, B’, A’) and the
lower case j, k, k’, and j’ are  inversions,
while the lower case d, e, f, d’, e’, f’ and the
g, h, g’, h’ are in the alternation style.

A d

e

f

B g

h

C

     j

k

C’

k’

     j’

B’ g’

h’

A’ d’

e’

f’

FIGURE 2

You will note that in every one of these
structures, every letter (A, a, etc.) has a coun-

visited (verse 68)
     salvation (verse 69)

prophets (verse 70)
     enemies (verse 71)

covenant (verse 72)
oath (verse 73)

     enemies (verse 74)
prophets (verse 76)

    salvation (verse 77)
visited (verse 78)

FIGURE 1

Example 1: Luke 1.68-78
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terpart (A’, a’), and each  A-A’ pair is aligned
vertically with its own counterpart.

Imagine my surprise when I found out the
entire Bible is laid out in such a complex man-
ner!

Now, you know that with some forethought
and planning, you or anyone could write an
article laid out with such an “A-B-C,  C-B-A”
scheme; but when you consider that (1) the
entire Bible is constructed under a specific
scheme such as this, and (2) it was written over
a 1,600-year period by around thirty-five, forty,
or more authors (some say as many as 44 sepa-
rate biblical writers), on three continents, scat-
tered from Egypt and the Holy Land to Babylon,
Medo-Persia, and to the limits of the Roman
Empire, it is all the more amazing.  Couple
that with the fact that (3) these sixty-six sacred
books were  written by men from all walks of
life—rich, poor, kings and statesmen, educated,
uneducated, farmers, fishermen, doctors, and
shepherds—and you have a book before you
that defies any natural explanation.

Perhaps brilliant and well-educated men such
as Moses, Daniel, Isaiah, or Paul could have
designed their writings with this general kind
of a layout, but who would have told them all
to do so, and how and why would they have
done it? And beside all this,  we also have
“ignorant and unlearned men” (by human  stan-
dards), like Peter and some of the other apostles
(Acts 4.13), together with some of the Old
Testament prophets, doing exactly the same
thing.  How could they all have “conspired” to
do such a remarkable feat without being able to
communicate directly with each other? Some
could have conspired together (like Jeremiah
and Ezekiel in their day, or Peter, James, and
John in theirs), but most could not have. Who

masterminded this Book we call our Bible,

if not God Himself?

Moses was raised in Pharaoh’s palace and
educated with the wisdom of all Egypt.  Daniel
was educated in the palace of Nebuchadnezzar
with all the wisdom of Babylon.  To this day
men are impressed with the wisdom of Isaiah;
not even Paul had a wider vocabulary than he.

And Paul was no doubt one of the best-
educated men of his time. He is thought to
have been a genius without equal in the history
of the world.  He was fluent in Hebrew, Greek,
and Latin and probably a few more languages,
and had both a secular education  (probably  at
the  University of Tarsus, his home town) and
also a religious education, being “brought up at
the feet of Gamaliel (Acts 22.3),” one of the
most well-respected rabbis  in all  the  history
of Israel. This, without a doubt, was by the
direct providential predestination of our sover-
eign God: The man who wrote over half the
New Testament (14 of 27 books) and expounded
the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ as no other
person  in  history  must  have  credentials that
cannot be successfully challenged.

On the other hand, Matthew was a tax-
collector, something not to be proud of in his
day or in our own.  While Luke was a physi-
cian (no doubt brilliantly educated, and thus
not to be compared  with  many  of  today’s
M. D.s), Peter, James, and John were unedu-
cated fishermen by calling and trade; when the
Pharisees and Sadducees “saw the boldness of
Peter and John, and perceived that they were

unlearned and ignorant men, they marvelled;
and they took knowledge of them, that they
had been with Jesus (Acts 4.13).”  Being with
Jesus is all the education that was required.

Amos boasted of no particular “higher learn-
ing,” at least nothing higher than this: “I was
no prophet, neither was I a prophet’s son; but
I was an herdman, and a gatherer of sycomore
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A  Sufferings: first announcement, and miracle (lunatic son) 9.22-43-

B Sufferings: second announcement; Disciples instructed as to the present time, 9.-43-62
C The kingdom nigh,10.1-24

D  Demand of  the lawyer, 10.25-37

E  Journey, 10.38-42

F  Disciples; request, prayer, 11.1-13

G  Miracles, etc., 11.14-13.9

H Place: Synagogue; sabbath, miracle, 13.10-17

J    The kingdom, likeness, 13.18-21

J’   The kingdom, entrance, 13.22-35

H’ Place: Pharisee’s home; sabbath, miracle, 14.1-24

G’  Parables,14.25-17.4

F’  Disciples: request, faith, 17.5-10

E’  Journey, 17.11-19

D’  Demand of  the Pharisees, 17.20-

C’  The kingdom nigh, 17.-20-24

B’  Sufferings: third announcement; disciples instructed as to the future, 17.25-18.30

A’  Sufferings, fourth announcement; miracle, the blind man, 18.31-43

FIGURE 3
Example 2.   Luke 9.22-18.43, the third period of  Christ’s ministry

fruit. And the LORD took me as I followed

the flock, and the LORD said unto me, Go,

prophesy unto my people Israel. (Amos
7.14f).”

David was a shepherd.  The point here,
however, is not to build up the necessity of a
formal  education on the one hand or to put
down those who do or do not have such a train-
ing on the other.  The point is this: How could
men of such diverse backgrounds, scattered
through ancient history, all produce their works,
the books of the Bible that they wrote, in the
same balanced way they did, short of divine
inspiration?  To demonstrate that inspiration,
as space permits, we will illustrate this super-
naturally inspired structure as it is found
throughout  the entire Bible.

The next example (#2) will also be found in
Luke’s gospel.  This is a much longer passage,
but it is only  one major division of Luke. This
portion covers the third phase of our Lord’s
ministry in about ten chapters (Luke 9.22
through 18.43).  The overall structure, is shown

as briefly as possible in FIGURE 3, above.

The fact that this major part of Luke begins
in the middle of a chapter illustrates two facts
of interest to those who are serious about rightly
dividing the word of truth (2 Timothy 2.15):

1. Chapter (and verse) divisions are not in
the original text; they are uninspired and are in
fact of little use other than as a “street address”
for finding a passage of Scripture; and

2. The internal structure itself, as illustrated
in Figure 3 and elsewhere, tells us where a
Bible passage really begins and ends.
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Note, then, some of the details of this won-
derfully symmetrical portion of God’s word.

Note first,
1. Christ gives four prophecies of His up-

coming sufferings and death:
(1)  A “The Son of man must suffer many

things, and be rejected of the elders and chief
priests and scribes, and be slain, and be raised
the third day (9.22).”

(2) B “He said unto His disciples, Let these
sayings sink down into your ears: for the Son
of man shall be delivered into the hands of men
(9.43f).”

(3) B’ “But first must He [the Lord Jesus
Christ] suffer many things, and be rejected of
this  generation (17.25).”

(4) A’ “Then he [Jesus] took unto him the
twelve, and said unto them, Behold, we go up
to Jerusalem, and all things that are written by
the prophets concerning the Son of man shall
be accomplished. For He shall be delivered
unto the Gentiles, and shall be mocked, and
spitefully entreated, and spitted on: and they
shall scourge Him, and put Him to death: and
the third day He shall rise again (18.31-34).”

Another intricate pattern becomes evident:

A suffer...rejected...raised the third day

B ...delivered...
B’ suffer...rejected...

A’ delivered...rise again the third day

Or, this  section  could  possibly  be  even
better arranged in an alternating form:

A1 suffer...rejected...raised the third day
B1 ...delivered...

A2’ suffer...rejected...
B2’ delivered...rise again the third day

Figure 3 shows the development of the third
period of Christ’s earthly ministry, structurally
developed with letters A through J and back
again from J’ to A’.

Like exploring ever deeper into a cave, you
must leave by the same route you entered:  From
A in to J, then  from J back out to A. God’s
design is evident here as it is everywhere, in
eternity and in time, in nature and in grace.

So we have gone from A to J and back
again. Are we through yet?  By no means. As
God’s creation  gets  progressively  smaller
beyond what man can see  with  his  most
powerful microscopes, and the universe is by
far larger than what man’s  most  powerful
telescopes may reveal, even so God’s word is
finer tuned  than  our  poor  minds  will  ever
comprehend in this life. Like the scientist with
his instruments, we too must admit that we are
blessed to see only so far but no further into
God’s creation and into His word, whether it is
in microscopic or macroscopic levels.

We will go a step farther, then. A and A’

may also be further analyzed.
First, A, “Sufferings...(9.22-43-)” may be

further analyzed.
Since the suggested structure has so far used

the letters A through J, the next letter to use is,
of course, K.  The pair, K and K’, is used as a
subdivision of  “E Journey, 10.38-42.” (Ex-
actly why this happens should become more
apparent later, we hope.)

In order to describe a tree, it is unnecessary
to say everything there is to say about every
branch, limb, twig, and leaf on that tree.  Since
(believe it or not) we are  not  trying  to  be
completely exhaustive here, but we are only
illustrating   the  overall  Biblical  structure, we
will  continue with the breakdown analysis of
section A and its parallel point, A’.
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Since K is assigned to E, we will bypass E
and its subdivision  K for now.

The next letters available for subdividing A
are L and M (see FIGURE 4). At both the
beginning and the end of this phase of Christ’s
ministry there is (a) a prophetic announcement
of His upcoming sufferings, His death, and
His resurrection, followed by (b) a miracle.
The nearness with which the two  miracles
follow the two announcements of His impend-
ing death and resurrection is a significant token
of the power to be manifested by the resur-
rected Jesus as both Lord and Christ.

B and B’ may likewise be broken down as
shown in FIGURE 5.  since we have accounted

A   L     Sufferings: first announcement, 9.22-36

M Miracle: Lunatic son healed, 9.37-43-

A’   L’     Sufferings, fourth announcement, 18.31-34

M’ Miracle, the blind man healed, 18.35-43

FIGURE 4

B N  Sufferings: second announcement, 9.-43-45

     O Disciples instructed as to the then present time, 9.46-62

B’ N’ Sufferings: third announcement, 17.25

     O’  Disciples instructed as to the future, 17.26-18.30

FIGURE 5

for the letters A through M, we continue with
N and O (Figure 5):

During this phase of His ministry, Christ
prophetically announced His sufferings, death,
and resurrection two more times. Each time
He did so, He followed His announcement by
instructing  His disciples, first as to the then-
present time (9. 46-62), O, and then as to the
future (17.26-18.30), O’.
B N  Sufferings: second announcement, 9.-43-45

O Disciples instructed as to the then present

time, 9.46-62
B’ N’ Sufferings: third announcement, 17.25

O’ Disciples instructed as to the future,
17.26-18.30
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   A L Sufferings: first announcement, 9.22-36
M Miracle: Lunatic son, 9.37-43-

B N  Sufferings: second announcement, 9.-43-45
O Disciples instructed as to the then present time, 9.46-62

C The kingdom nigh,10.1-24
D Demand of the lawyer, 10.25-37

E Journey, 10.38-42
F Disciples; request, prayer, 11.1-13

G Miracles, etc., 11.14-13.9
    H Place: Synagogue; sabbath, miracle,

13.10-17
J The kingdom, likeness, 13.18-21
J’ The kingdom, entrance, 13.22-35

    H’ Place: Pharisee’s home; sabbath,
miracle, 14.1-24

G’ Parables,14.25-17.4
F’ Disciples: request, faith, 17.5-10

E’ Journey, 17.11-19
D’ Demand of the Pharisees, 17.20-

C’ The kingdom nigh, 17.-20-24
B’ N’ Sufferings: third announcement, 17.25

O’ Disciples instructed as to the future, 17.26-18.30
   A’ L’ Sufferings, fourth announcement, 18.31-34

M’ Miracle, the blind man, 18.35-43

[Note: K and K’ do not show up on this Table for space considerations.  J and J’ are further
subdivided into K and K’, etc., but what is presented here is sufficient to illustrate the structural
principle.]

FIGURE 6

Figure 6 shows the expansion of  Figure 3,
with A and A’ expanded with L and M and L’

and M’ added respectively.  Here Example 2

must end, but only because of our limited space
considerations. The complete expansion of the
passage continues to much deeper levels.

Please take a few moments  to examine
Figure 6 carefully and in detail.  Notice its
complete balance and  symmetry. Point for

point, read and compare the actual Bible verses
identified by A and A’, B and B’, and so on.
Actually read Luke 9.22-36 and Luke 18.31-34
together. Read and compare C The kingdom

nigh, 10.1-24 with C’ The kingdom nigh,

17.-20-24. Do this with the entire figure, point
for point. Note where there are similarities and
where there are differences or contrasts. Com-
pare Christ’s instructions for the then present
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time (B-O, Luke 9.46-62) with His instruc-
tions for the future (B’-O’, chapter 17.26
through 18.30).

Meditating on one parable at a time, such as
the parable of the unjust steward (Luke 16.1-
16) is wonderful in its place, if one is blessed
by the light and leadership of the Holy Spirit to
do so; but this is only a part of what is available
to those who are serious about searching the
scriptures daily, “whether those things were
so   (Acts 17.10).”   When an entire passage of
Scripture (such as Luke 9.22-18.43, illustrated
in Figure 6) is read and meditated upon in this
way, one begins to get a feel for and under-
standing of what the overall message of the
Scripture portion is all about.

Again, in your meditations on these things,
consider  what  it  would  take  to  design such
a passage of about ten chapters, and to do so in
even finer detail than what is presented here.
Then consider what would be  required  to
design the entire Bible and coordinate all forty-
some writers over the time and space involved,
to insure everything was done in precisely the
same way.  Again, this is  beyond  man’s
ability, even aided by computers and  other
modern technology; it is nothing short of  the
visible imprint of the invisible finger of God.

Nor is this something new.  In digging
deeper into this subject, which is a supernatural
structural marvel, I  found  its  modern  roots in
the 1800s were themselves rooted in early
church history and further back into the doc-
trine of pious Jews in Old Testament times. Its
proponents during the early and  mid-1800s
included a Thomas Boys and a Richard Roe.

References to Thomas Boys in the British
Isles were at first hard to come by.  Searching
the Internet for “Thomas Boys” led to wild
goose chases like “Saint Thomas Boys’ Club”

and “St. Thomas Boys’ Choir.”  Eventually I
came across a book written by Thomas Boys
entitled, “A KEY TO THE BOOK OF
PSALMS,” which he  published  in 1825  in
London.

Through a bookseller named Alibris (http:/
/www.alibris.com/), located in both the United
Kingdom and the USA, I was able to locate
and  to order  from Alibris  a  facsimile  repro-
duction of  Boys’ book.

At the same time I found and ordered Rich-
ard Roe’s book that in part  drew on Boys’
work, also in facsimile reproduction, entitled:

An

Analytical  Arrangement

of  the

Apocalypse,

or

Revelation  Recorded  by

Saint John;

According  to the  Principles

Developed  Under  the  Name  of

              Parallelism,

in the Writings of

Bishop  Lowth, Bishop  Jebb,

and  the Rev.  Thomas  Boys

by

Richard Roe

Dublin, 1834

Both of  these books  richly illustrate  the
inspired  structure of the Scriptures.  Note that
Roe in part based his work on Revelation on
Boys’ earlier  book on the Psalms.

Gleanings From Thomas Boys

In his 54-page introduction, Boys gives many
simple illustrations of both  forms of  the  Bible’s
Parallelisms (or parallel constructions) we have
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already briefly described and illustrated: the
inversions and alternations referred to on page
3 of this issue. Such examples as he gives show
the principles more easily than words can de-
scribe, for the biblical examples form “word
pictures,” and often a simple picture is better
than many words.  At this point we could not
do better than to follow Boy’s example by bring-
ing to the reader’s attention several examples
taken directly  from the Bible.

Examples of Alternation

Example 3:  Isaiah 55.6

We have all read this verse, and most read-
ers  have noticed the parallel construction of
the two lines of this couplet:

Seek ye the LORD while he may be found,
call ye upon him while he is near.

These lines are perhaps more readily under-
stood when they are further divided into four
alternating lines:

a.  Seek  ye the Lord
b. While He may be found

a. Call ye upon Him
b. While He is near.

Thus in lines a. and a., seek and call are
readily linked, as are  Lord  and  Him; b. and
b. are linked by the common word while, and
God’s nearness in  b. clarifies exactly why the
Lord may be found.

Example 4:   Psalm 6.2

a. Have mercy  upon me, O Lord
b. For I am weak

a. Heal me, O Lord
b. For my bones are vexed.

Consider and compare a. for a. and  b. for
b. The pleas for mercy and healing are united

in “O Lord,” and the general weakness  is
defined specifically as “vexed bones.”

Example 5:  Isaiah 9.10

a. The bricks are fallen down
b. But we will build with hewn stones;

a. The sycomores are cut down
b. But we will change them into cedars.

Example 6: Isaiah 31.3

a. The Egyptians are men,
b. And not God;

a. And their horses are flesh,
b. And not spirit.

Men and horses are flesh (a and a), while
God is a Spirit (b and b).

Example 7: Isaiah 18.6

a. They shall be left together unto the fowls
of the mountains,
b. And to the beasts of the earth.

a.And the fowls shall summer upon them,
b. And all the beasts of the earth shall
    winter upon them.

Example  8:  Proverbs 24.19-20

a. Fret not thyself because of evil men;
b. Neither be thou envious at the wicked;

a. For there shall be no reward to the evil
man;
b. The candle of the wicked shall be put
    out.

Example 9: Isaiah 1.29-30

a. They shall be ashamed of the oaks which
ye have desired;
b.  And ye shall be confounded for the
     gardens that ye have chosen;

a. For ye shall be as an oak whose leaf
fadeth,
b. And as a garden that hath no water.
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Example  10: Isaiah 14.26-27

a. This is the purpose that is purposed upon
the whole earth,
b.   And this is the hand that is stretched
       out upon all the nations.

a. For the Lord of Hosts hath purposed,
and who shall disannul it?
b.   And His hand is stretched out, and
       who shall turn it back?

Example 11:  Psalm 128

A. 1 A Song of degrees. Blessed is every one
that feareth the LORD; that walketh in His
ways.

B.  2 For thou shalt eat the labour of thine
hands: happy shalt thou be, and it shall
be well with thee. 3. Thy wife shall be
as a fruitful vine by the sides of thine
house: thy children like olive plants
round about thy table.

A’. 4 Behold, that thus shall the man be blessed
that feareth the LORD.

B’. 5 The LORD shall bless thee out of
Zion: and thou shalt see the good of
Jerusalem all the days of thy life. 6
Yea, thou shalt see thy children’s chil-
dren, and peace upon Israel.

In Psalm 128, sections A and A’ are in the
third person, speaking about those who fear the
Lord; sections B and B’  are in the second
person, speaking to the one who fears the Lord.

Certain ones in the religious realm remind
us that there  are  “thousands  of  precious
promises in the Bible.” They  compile and sell
books, page-a-day calendars, and boxes of little
cards with  these “precious promises” listed,
designed  for “encouraging” the people who
buy them. Those who prepare such items for
sale, and those who buy them, would surely
consider B and B’ (above) to be such precious

promises. Indeed they are, but Bible promises
are not put there for whoever thumbs through
the  Bible,  sees  a comforting  thought,  and
decides he wants it. How much less are  Bible
promises from God for  one who does not even
read the Bible but  merely  pulls a little card
randomly  out of a box  every  day  and reads  it
like a Chinese fortune cookie!

God does not go around making promises to
everyone in general and to no one in particular.
In this case, the structural analysis above plainly
shows, and that  beyond all doubt, that the
promises in the B and B’ parts are only to and
for the one who fears the Lord, as identified in
the A and A’ parts, and they are neither  to nor
for anyone else. If you are  blessed by the light
and leadership of the Holy Spirit in these things,
this one consideration (namely, being enabled
to understand to whom a promise, command-
ment, instruction, parable, or other Scripture is
given or directed), makes your paying careful
attention to the structure of a Bible passage
well worth your time and effort.

Examples of Alternation such as we have
given above abound throughout the Bible as
one of the primary ways God has used to con-
struct it. Equally used is the Inversion form
that matches the first and last line together and
the two middle lines likewise. We will now
examine a few examples of Inversion.

Examples of Inversion

Example 12: Psalm 90.7

a. For we are consumed
b. by thine anger,
b’. and by thy wrath

a’. are we troubled.
Herein God’s anger and wrath are linked in

b. and b’, while we have our being consumed
and troubled connected in a. and a’.
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Example 13: Psalm 18.20

a. The LORD rewarded me
b. according to my righteousness;
b’. according to the cleanness of my hands

a’. hath He recompensed me.
Together a. and a’ gives a sure definition of

recompense: it has to do with reward, as is
borne out in Hebrews 2.2,  10.35, and  11.26,
Ruth 2.12, 2 Samuel 19.36, and many other
passages.

The b and b’ sections associate righteous-
ness with “clean hands” (ceremonially).

Example 14: Psalm 141.1

a. Lord I cry unto Thee;
b. Make haste unto me;
b’. Give ear unto my voice,

a’. When I cry unto Thee.

Example 15: Psalm 25.16-17

a. Turn Thee unto me, and have mercy upon
        me,

b. For I am desolate and afflicted;
b’. The troubles of my heart are enlarged,

a’. O bring Thou me out of my distresses.

Compare examples 14 and 15. Notice how
the emphasis is sometimes turned within the
structure; In Example 15 (Psalm 25.16-17),

1. the psalmist’s petition (“Turn Thee unto
me, and have mercy upon me...O bring Thou
me out of my distresses”) is expressed  in a.
and a’, while

2. the grounds for the petition  (“For  I
am desolate and afflicted...The troubles of my
heart are enlarged”) are expressed in the cen-
tral members b. and b’.

3. But in Example 14 (Psalm 141.1), the
psalmist’s  petition (“Make haste unto
me...Give ear unto my voice”) is expressed in
the central b-b’ members and

4. the pleadings or plea (“Lord I cry unto
Thee...when I cry unto Thee”) is in the ex-
tremes of the a-a’ members.

Sometimes we are in the same strait as the
psalmist here: There are  no other grounds for
our petitioning  God other than, when it is
brought into our minds and we are so enabled,
we are made to cry unto Him.The Scriptures
and our hymns are full of this truth:

I can but perish if I go,
I am resolved to try,
For if I stay away I know
I must most surely die.

(Mordecai had sent word to queen Esther:
“...who knoweth whether thou art come to the
kingdom for such a time as this?” She sent
word back to him, “so will I go in unto the
king, which is not according to the law: and if
I perish, I perish.”—Esther 4.14-16)

*
And since He bids me seek His face,
Believe His word and trust His grace,
I’ll cast on Him my every care
And wait for thee, sweet hour of prayer.

Also read Psalm 107 and other Psalms in
this connection.

Example 16:  Psalm 51.1

a. Have mercy upon me, O God
b. According to Thy lovingkindness;
b’. According to the multitude of thy
     tender mercies,

a’. Blot out my transgressions.
This verse equates mercy with blotting out

the sinner’s transgressions; and it would have
us define lovingkindness and tender mercies in
terms of each other.  The inverted structure
makes this clear.
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A. 1 LORD, who shall abide in thy tabernacle? who shall dwell in thy holy hill?

B. a. 2 He that walketh uprightly, and worketh righteousness, and speaketh the truth in his
       heart.

b. 3 He that backbiteth not with his tongue, nor doeth evil to his neighbour, nor
       taketh up a reproach against his neighbour.

B’ a’ 4  In whose eyes a vile person is contemned; but he honoureth them that fear the
       LORD. He that sweareth to his own hurt, and changeth not.

b’ 5  He that putteth not out his money to usury, nor taketh reward against the
        innocent.

A’ He that doeth these things shall never be moved.

Figure 7

Psalm 15:  Mixed Inverted and Alternating Structure

Example 17: Psalm 15 (all)

See Figure 7 above. With this example we
draw these illustrations to a close for now.
Psalm  15  follows the  basic  Introversion
pattern of A-B-B’-A’. Its structure is mixed,
however, as B and B’ are  further analyzed into
the Alternation pattern.  The mixed form of
this Psalm can be summarized beautifully as
follows (numbers 1-5 are verse numbers):

A. 1. Stability
B. a. 2.  Positive

b. 3.  Negative
B’. a’. 4-.  Positive

b.’ -4, 5-. Negative
A’. -5. Stability

To expand this Psalm and finish this sec-
tion, we will add most of the texts to indicate
the positive and negative parallels.

A. 1. Stability: LORD, who shall abide in
thy tabernacle? who shall dwell in thy holy hill?
(Note “...abide...dwell....” indicating stabil-
ity and permanence.)

B. a. 2.  Positive:  He that  walketh
uprightly, and worketh righteousness, and spea-
keth the truth in his heart.

b. 3.  Negative: He that
backbiteth not with his tongue, nor doeth evil
to his neighbour, nor taketh up a reproach
against his neighbour.

B’. a’. 4-.  Positive: In whose eyes a
vile person is contemned; but he honoureth them
that fear the LORD. He that sweareth to his
own hurt, and changeth not.

b.’ -4, 5-. Negative: He that
putteth not out his money to usury, nor taketh
reward against the innocent.

A’. -5. Stability: He that doeth these things
shall never be moved.
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At this point, either you see the point and
more or less understand what biblical structure
signifies, or you do not. I hope and pray  you
are still with us,  even  if you  might  be
wondering what this is really all about.

For the Technical-Minded

Behind the Bible’s parallel passages is the
underlying principle that God is the God of
order. His orderly design prevails throughout
all creation and all the sciences. As well as
order in the spiritual realm, all through the natu-
ral creation there are similar orderly displays
and observations that  can be made about them.

Those who enjoy mathematics may imme-
diately relate the Bible’s structure to fractals

and the Mandelbrot Set. Fractals are the plot-
ting of countless points calculated by using
complex math formulas. When the Mandelbrot
Set has generated a sufficiently large number
of points, the plotting of those points form a
picture like the one shown in Figure 8.

One of the many interesting things about
this figure is that the larger it is magnified, it
shows smaller pictures of itself. The smaller it
is developed, even to the microscopic level, it
reproduces itself on an ever smaller scale. These

things being as they are, when you examine a
picture of this figure, you cannot tell whether
you are looking at a microscopic part of the
Mandelbrot Set or one that is many feet or
even miles across. Figure 8 has a small white
box marking a portion of the edge of the fig-
ure. Figure 9 is that portion magnified six times,
with another small box. Figure 10 is that box
magnified 100 times, again with a small box
isolating a small portion of Figure 10.  Figure
11 is that portion magnified 2000  times. Note
that the black area on the left side of Figure 11
is  the  same  as  Figure 9, the  small  part  of
Figure 8. For all practical purposes, this pro-
cess may be continued infinitely; whether  ever
smaller or ever larger, the results will be the
same. The Mandelbrot set and similar fractals
will reproduce themselves whatever the scale,
large or small. (Photos in Figures 8, 9, 10,
11, 12, and 13 are from the Wikipedia website,

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fractal
and used by courtesy of  Wikipedia,  through
the  Creative Commons  Attribution/Share-Alike

License 3.0 (Unported) agreement.)
Fractals and the fractal principle occur

throughout nature.  The branching of arteries,
veins, blood vessels and capillaries  follows
fractal patterns without  regard to scale.  You
cannot tell by observation alone, without some
clue about the scale, if you are looking at a

Figure 8

Figure 9
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Figure 10

Figure 11

small part of a capillary system or at major
veins, arteries, and blood vessels, or rivers and
tributaries in a mountainous region. What is
said of blood systems applies equally to rivers
and their tributaries, the streams, creeks, and
branches that flow into them. From a trickle of
melting snow in the mountains to the mighty
Mississippi, Nile, and Amazon Rivers, just to
look at a map without knowing the scale to
which it is drawn would tell you little or noth-
ing about what you see, whether it might be
small branches of water flowing into larger
streams, or those streams flowing into rivers,
or those rivers feeding into ever larger rivers.

Shorelines follow these patterns. Sufficiently
magnified, an inch-long piece of the shoreline
of a mud puddle or a cow pond looks the same
as the shoreline of a continent bordering the
ocean. Without knowing the scale or having
other details to go by, it is impossible to know
which level of magnitude you are seeing.

The branching veins in leaves from decidu-
ous trees mimic the branching shapes of the
trees of their species. The florets of broccoli

Figure 12:  Broccoli

are unending  fractal repetitions of the broccoli
head itself (Figure 12). Ice crystals freezing on
glass (Figure 13) follow the laws of fractals.

Figure 13

(Continued on next page)
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These examples from nature only begin to
scratch the surface of the thousands upon thou-
sands of other illustrations that could be named,
from the air sacs in our lungs, to a peacock’s
colorings, to the galaxies and  the  universe
itself. These patterns are not given to “prove”
anything (for  examples  are  circumstantial
evidence only, and as such they do not prove
anything), but to demonstrate that the Lord

God Almighty is a God of order, and that
His order permeates all  levels of  His entire

creation.
What we have set forth in the body of this

article, about  what Thomas Boys and others
called the “Parallelism” or “Correspondence”—
Co-Respondence; the corresponding of  two
passages of Scripture—in the Bible is one more
instance of God’s creative order.

The Bible is a supernatural book as no other;
and it is mathematical every bit as much as it is
spiritual. The A-B-B’-A’  form of a simple
verse of Scripture is but one more example that
may be perfectly  linked to the beautiful fractal
constructions, because that divine A-B-B’-A’

format will be found at every level of God’s
book, from parts of a single verse, to ever
larger sections, to whole books, to groups of
Bible books, and ultimately to the entire Bible.

Do we have to know these things? Of course
not. Millions of God’s children have lived and
died without knowing many (or any) details of
such things.  But the power and wisdom of
God is there for those who are given to see
them in every way the Lord gives us to see
them, and these things have been known and
appreciated by some of His people no doubt in
every previous age.

Philo Judaeus of Alexandria (20 BC – 50
AD), Flavius Josephus (37 BC – c.100 AD),
Origen  (c. 185–254), Eusebius of Caesarea,
c. AD 263–339, and Jerome (c. 347 – 30 Sep-

tember 420)—these men, regardless of what
we may think of their errors in other areas, all
saw and commented upon this structural fact
found in the Scriptures.

Azariah de Rossi (c.1514-1578) published
in1574 The Light of the Eyes, a massive work,
one chapter of which touched on these things.
That chapter so impressed and moved Bishop
Lowth (already mentioned herein, on page 9)
that he thenceforth devoted a large part of his
time and writing to this subject, thereby paving
the way for others, like Thomas Boys, who
would develop the theme even further.

All of which says this is nothing new to
many who have devoted their lives to studying
this blessed book.

In closing, we hope something has been said
that the Lord  might be glorified,  and that His
saints might be inspired to search the Scriptures
with renewed interest, remembering that
“...every scribe which is instructed unto the
kingdom of heaven is like unto a man that is an
householder, which bringeth forth out of his
treasure things new and old (Matthew 13.52).”

—CC Morris

FREE SERMON TAPES ARE

STILL AVAILABLE; THIS OFFER IS

TO BE DISCONTINUED!

Dr. Tom Jackson has cassette sermon tapes
of Elder James F. Poole available free to

those who are interested, BUT cassettes are fast
becoming a thing of the past. This may be our last
advertisement of Elder Poole’s sermon tapes. If you
are at all interested in Dr. Jackson’s sermon cassette
project, he may be reached by mail at

Dr. Thomas W. Jackson

15 Greenbriar Lane

Rome, GA 30161

or  by e-mail  at DOCJackson@aol.com.
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NEW:  THE COLLECTED WORKS

OF ELDER DAVID K. MATTINGLY

Edited and Arranged by Brother Larry Hale

This book consists of 44 articles which
Elder Mattingly wrote over the last 40

years. It is hardback, 715 pages, large print. It
is a very good book by a writer who is very
systematic and knowledgeable. Price is $35.00

including shipping.

Some particular Articles  are:   (1) The
Separation of the Religion of  Christ  from
Judaism. (2) The Ordinance of Baptism (3)
Ordinance of the Lord’s Supper   (4) Feet
Washing (5) My Sojourn in the Studies of
Matthew 24 and the Parallel Scriptures (6) The
Restoration of  Israel   (7) The  Five  Points
(8) The Resurrection of the Body (9) God’s
Execution of His Will Concerning Good and
Evil Deeds (10) The Godhead (11) What About
Babies (12) Jacob and Esau (13) Newsweek’s
Support for Gay Marriage.

There are many more articles which are equal
in quality to the above.

To order please
• email me at Ldhhsv@yahoo.com
• or phone me at (256)- 489- 0339
• or write me at

Larry Hale

601 Mastin Lake Road

Huntsville, AL. 35811-1228

LARRY HALE DISCONTINUING

SALE OF PHILLIPS AND BARTLEY

BOOKS

Brother Larry Hale has a few of the
following  books  by  Elders Stanley

Phillips and David Bartley available at reduced
prices:

The Bible, Divorce, and the Church, by
Elder Stanley C. Phillips

Personal Election, Personal Reprobation,

and  the  Judgment, by  Elder  Stanley  C.
Phillips

Man Redeemed From Sin and Death, by
Elder David Bartley (first reprint from the
original 1885 edition)

All books are hardback, Smyth sewn,
bound in buckram, with title in gold lettering,
all in at least large to giant print.  All three
titles were printed in 2007 on acid-free heavy-
duty paper.

Each book is $10.00 plus $5.00 shipping
and handling, making them $15.00 each, post-
paid to USA addresses.  For multiple copies I
will combine the cost.

Foreign orders:  Contact for prices.

SPECIAL   PRICE   AND

FINAL  NOTICE:
All three  books  for  $25.00,  postage

included.  This  is  absolutely  a  rock-bottom
price. This advertisement may be discontin-
ued at any time and will not be in The

Remnant’s issues of 2011.  Please  direct  all
inquiries and  orders to:

Larry Hale

601 Mastin Lake Road

Huntsville, AL 35811-1228 (USA)

Phone (256) 489-0339

Fax: (256) 489-0339

Email:  Ldhhsv@yahoo.com

Zechariah 12.3
And in that  day  will  I  make  Jerusa-

lem a burdensome stone for all   people:

all   that   burden   themselves with it

shall be cut in pieces, though all the

people of the earth be gathered together

against it.
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BOOK: “PAGAN FESTIVALS OF

CHRISTMAS AND EASTER”

The book, “Pagan Festivals of Christmas

and Easter,” by Shaun Willcock, is avail-
able.  This has been a much-appreciated book
among The Remnant’s readers  since we first
advertised  it  a  few years ago.  Now, this concise,
64-page booklet is available once more.  Copies
may be ordered directly from The Remnant at

The Remnant Publications

P. O. Box 1004

Hawkins, TX 75765-1004

Single copies are $10.00 postpaid to the USA;

$17.00 to other countries.  Texas residents please
add 6.75% sales tax (48¢) for each copy ordered.

ELDER PHILLIPS ANNOUNCEMENT

The two volume set of the “Golden Age

of  Baptists in  America, 1791 to 1890”

is now available. The set is 1100 pages, in 14

font size print for easy reading, hard-covered,

and priced at $50.00 per set, postpaid.

Volume I covers  the  Warwick  Baptists’

Circular Letters from 1791  to  1890,  while

Volume II covers the Circular Letters of the

Delaware  River, Yellow River, Contentnea,

Missouri Conference,  the Mount  Pleasant  of

Kentucky and Ohio, and other associations of

that period of time in chronological order.

These are edifying and spiritual subjects,

expressions of what these Baptists believed  to

be the truth as it is in Jesus.  The  set provides

many  hours of  God-honoring,   sovereign

grace reading. The books’ format  allows for

selective subjects according to one’s timely

interest. This is the first time these circulars

have been published in book form.

Checks or money orders should be made

payable to Stanley C. Phillips  and  sent  to:

Stanley  C.  Phillips

1159 County Road 420

Quitman, MS 39355-9572

NEW ELECTRONIC BOOK BY

ELDER DAVID K. MATTINGLY

Good news! Elder Mattingly has writ-
ten another  excellent book:  God’s

Execution of His Will Concerning  Good  and

Evil  Deeds.  Chapter headings include “Evil
Deeds,” “Good Deeds,” “Providential Ways
God Controls Mankind’s Evils,” and “A Brief
Look at the Future  Concerning  Elect  and
Reprobate Persons.”  This is some of the finest
writing we have seen on the subjects Elder
Mattingly addresses.

Important NOTE: This 65-page book of
seven chapters is free, BUT only available as

an e-mail attachement. Order it by e-mail
only from d.kenneth2@att.net and  say,
“REQUEST FOR BOOK” in the subject line.

ADDRESS CHANGE?

If your address has changed and you wish to
continue receiving The Remnant, then please

notify us as soon as possible.  The U.S. Postal
Service will not forward our magazine.  If you do
not furnish us with your new address, including
the Zip+4 designation, your Remnant will  be
returned to us, and  if  it is, your name will
probably be dropped from our mailing list.

Whether or not your address changes, if you no
longer wish to receive The Remnant, please let us
know, and we will remove your name from our
mailing list.  We appreciate your consideration.
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ABSOLUTE PREDESTINATION
by Jerome Zanchius

This is the classic  work  on  the  doctrine  of
predestination.   Written over 400  years ago, it
was translated into English by Augustus M.
Toplady.  There has never been a serious attempt
to refute this book, mainly because  it cannot  be
refuted!   Paper cover, 128 pages.  $9.00  each,

postage paid to the USA; $16.00 to other

countries.

Send all orders to:

The Remnant Publications

P. O. Box 1004

Hawkins, TX 75765-1004

Phone 903-769-4822

Texas residents only add 6.75% sales tax on all books.

OUR BOOKS
Due to postage rate increases,  The Remnant

has added shipping costs to all of our book prices.

All books are postage paid at these prices until

further notice.

Make all checks or money orders payable to

The Remnant Publications or simply  to The

Remnant, and send them to the address below.

We are sorry, but telephone orders and credit

card orders cannot be accepted.  Texas residents

must add 6.75% State sales tax to all prices.

EDITORIALS OF ELDER GILBERT BEEBE

These books contain the editorial writings of
Elder Beebe from 1832 until his death in 1881.  He
was a firm Absolute Predestinarian and disciplinar-
ian.  He is widely considered to have no equal among
the Old School or Primitive Baptist writers.  The
books are hard-cover bound in F grade library
buckram cloth.

Volume 1—768 pages
Volume 2—768 pages
Volume 3—480 pages
Volume 4—512 pages
Volume 5—480 pages
Volume 6—480 pages
Volume 7—528 pages
$23.00 each, postage paid to the USA; $30.00

each to countries other than the USA.
*

FEAST  OF  FAT  THINGS

New and enlarged edition.  Includes the Black
Rock Address.  116 pages, paper cover.  $10.00
each, postage paid to the USA; $17.00 to other
countries.

*
THE  SELECT  WORKS  OF

ELDER  SAMUEL  TROTT

Hard-cover bound in F grade library buckram
cloth.  488 pages.  $23.00 each, postage paid to the
USA; $30.00 to other countries.

*
THE CHRIST-MAN IN TYPE

By Elder David Bartley.  The best book in
circulation on the types.  Covers Adam, Melchisedec,
Isaac, Joseph, Moses, Joshua, Aaron, Jonah, Boaz,
David.  182 pages, paper cover.  $11.00  each,
postage paid to the USA; $18.00 to other countries.

THE TRIAL OF JOB

By Elder Silas Durand.  Hard-cover bound in F
grade library  buckram  cloth.   248 pages.  $17.00
each,  postage paid to the USA: $24.00 to other
countries.

*
A SECOND FEAST

“The doctrine of the Old Order of Baptists”

Thirteen Chapters. The chapter titles and

their authors are as follows:

“The Sovereignty of God,” Elder Gilbert Beebe
“Election,” Elder F. A. Chick
“The Will of Man,” Elder H. M. Curry
“Repentance,” Elder J. F. Johnson
“Baptism,” Elder Gilbert Beebe
“The Gospel,” Elder Silas Durand
“The New Birth,” Elder H. M. Curry
“Good Works,” Elder David Bartley
“Romans 8.28,” Elder J. F. Johnson
“The Church,” Elder H. M. Curry
“Absolute Predestination,” Elder Gilbert Beebe
“Resurrection of the Dead,” Elder Silas Durand
“The Judgment,” Elder Gilbert Beebe
148 pages, Hard-cover, bound in F grade library

Buckram.  $15.00 each, postage paid to the USA;
$22.00 to other countries.

*
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A STATEMENT OF PRINCIPLES:

Saints Rest Primitive Baptist Church

THE REMNANT PUBLICATIONS

P. O. BOX 1004

HAWKINS, TX 75765-1004

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

BOUND PRINTED MATTER

The following is an outline of principles the readers of
The Remnant may expect to see maintained in this

publication.  Under no circumstances do the publishers or
writers for The Remnant seek to delineate herein a standard of
doctrine or views to be imposed upon the readers.  Rather, we
set these principles before the readers that they may know what
general principles guide our efforts.  All attempts at declaring
articles of faith will be marred by prejudices and frailty, and
ours are by no means any exception.

We believe these principles are, in the main, harmonious
with the articles of faith published by predestinarian churches
and  associations of the old  order of Baptists  known  as
Primitive, Particular, or Old School Baptists the world over.

1—The eternal existence, sovereignty, immutability,
omnipotence, and perfections of Jehovah God; He has re-
vealed Himself as  the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, and
these sacred Three are One; Jesus Christ was and is God
manifest in the flesh, and in  Him dwelleth all the fullness of
the Godhead bodily;

2—The Old and New Testaments in their original lan-
guages are the verbally inspired word  of  God, and  they are
the complete  and only valid guide of faith and practice; the
King James Version is the preferred English translation;

3—The will of the eternal God is the first cause of all
causes;

4—The absolute predestination of all things;
5—The eternal personal election of the redeemed in

Christ, before the world began, and their eternal, vital
union with Him; their number is fixed, certain, and sure,
and it can neither be  increased nor diminished;  their fall

in their federal head Adam into spiritual death, total
depravity, and just condemnation; their utter inability to
recover themselves from this fallen state;

6—The blood atonement and redemption by Jesus Christ
are for the elect only, and  are both efficacious and effectual
in  accomplishing  the will and  purpose  of God  to reconcile
His people unto Himself;

7—The sovereign, irresistible, effectual work of the Holy
Spirit in quickening the elect of God; the new birth is by the
direct operation of the Holy Spirit without the use of any means;

8—The final preservation, perseverance, and eternal
happiness of all the sons of God, by grace alone;

9—No works are good works other than those which God
Himself has so designated; none of the works called good are
left up to men to perform or not, at the creature's discretion;
nor do the works of the creature, either before or after
regeneration,  result   in  merit  accruing  to  his  account  in
God’s sight;

10—The peaceable fruits of righteousness are the certain
result of God’s working in His people both to will and to do
of His good  pleasure,  and  His people will  be  found walking
in paths of righteousness for His name’s sake;

11—The separation of church and state;
12—The principles outlined in the Black Rock Address of

1832;
13—The bodily resurrection, first of Christ, and also that

of all the dead;
14—The final and eternal judgment; and,
15—The bliss of the redeemed and the torment of the

wicked are both eternal and everlasting.
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