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STUDY
Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a

workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly

dividing the word of truth.  (2 Timothy 2.15)

*
Thy gardens and thy pleasant greens

My study long have been

Such pure delight by human sight

Hath never yet been seen.—Hymn 284,

Benjamin Lloyd hymnbook

*

In 1999, we published three articles on
the general theme of some observations

on “Bible study.” (Interested readers with
Internet access may read these articles in the
March, May, and September issues of 1999 at
our two websites, which are listed in the mast-
head on page 2.)  Recently some of our readers
have encouraged us to write more on the Bible,
and how to study it, and why.

There are some, of course, who object to
“Bible study” as if any serious study of the
sacred Scriptures were an Arminian scheme to
“get people saved” who would otherwise go to
hell.  Such a misconception of studying the
Bible is not even worthy of mentioning here,
were it not a sad reality.  In spite of this, a
lifelong growing familiarity with God’s word
brings  treasures and pleasures untold.

God’s word is exactly what we call it:

God’s word. It is not something to be taken
lightly or to be trifled with.  It is not a collec-
tion of  fables, as is usually implied on
television’s  “history”  and  “educational”
channels; such so-called “history”  channels
are  revisionist, rewriting history to suit a god-
less world-system. Their  so-called  educational
programs are usually designed to educate the
masses into  believing the  universe  is  an
evolutionary  system that developed randomly
on its own, without the benefit of either a
Designer or a design.

Words are the expression of thoughts, and
when God spoke to men, He spoke with both
(1) the Word  and (2) words.

(1) The Word is the Lord Jesus Christ, the
second Peron of the Godhead, the expression
of the mind of Jehovah, by Whom He created
all things.  “In the beginning was the Word,

and the Word was with God, and the Word was

God. The same was in the beginning with God.

All things were made by Him; and without Him

was not any thing made that was made.  In

Him was life; and the life was the light of men.

And the light shineth in darkness; and the dark-

ness comprehended it not (John 1.1-5).”  The
darkness of the depraved human mind still does
not comprehend Him.
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(2)  The words are the recorded written
word of God, inspired by the Holy Spirit (the
third “Person” of the Godhead), that we call
our Bible.  Man’s sin-darkened mind can no
more comprehend the words any more than it
can comprehend the Word.

Peter, writing of the salvation provided by
Christ, says: “...of which salvation the proph-

ets have inquired and searched diligently, who

prophesied of the grace that should come unto

you:  Searching what, or what manner of time

the Spirit of Christ which was in  them  did

signify, when  it [or rather, He]  testified  be-

forehand  the   sufferings of Christ, and the

glory that should follow.”  What did the proph-
ets “search” if not their  own  God-inspired
writings  and those of their fellow prophets?

One example:  In Daniel  9.1-2, Daniel
was reading in Jeremiah’s prophecy and  said,
“I  Daniel  understood by books the number of

the years, whereof the word of the LORD came

to Jeremiah the prophet, that He would ac-

complish seventy years in the desolations of

Jerusalem.” There was no professional jeal-
ousy on Daniel’s part. Jeremiah was his fellow
prophet.  In Daniel’s searching the available
Scriptures of his day, the Lord made him aware
of “things which must shortly come to pass
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(Revelation 1.1)”; in Daniel’s case, he was
made aware that the end of the seventy years of
Israel’s captivity in Babylonian was at hand.

Since Moses, Samuel, David,  Isaiah, Jer-
emiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, Hosea, Joel, Amos,
Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk,
Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi, and
other Prophets of God diligently searched their
own writings to understand “the grace that
should come unto you,” is it a strange thing
that God in  Christ would  bid His hearers, and
us through His words, “Search the scriptures;
for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and
they are they which testify of me”?

“For we have  not  followed  cunningly
devised fables [as the TV specials on Bible
subjects say we have done], when we made
known unto you the power and coming of our
Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of
His majesty.  For He received from God the
Father honour and glory, when  there came
such a voice to him from the excellent glory,
This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well
pleased.  And this voice which came from
heaven we heard, when we were with Him in
the holy mount.  We have also a more sure

word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that
ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a
dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star
arise in your hearts: knowing this first, that no
prophecy of the scripture is of any  private
interpretation.  For the prophecy came not in
old time by the will of man: but holy  men  of

God spake as they were moved by the Holy

Ghost (2 Peter 1.16-21).”
Peter says he and the other disciples who

were with Christ  on the mount  heard  the
voice of God and were eyewitnesses to Christ’s
majesty.  This is certainly something we  think
must put an  end to all our doubts and fears,
had we been there to witness the glory of Christ

accompanied with the testimony of God the
Father’s speaking audibly from heaven; but Peter
says there is something more  sure  than  even
such a  “mountain-top experience,”  and by
God’s grace and in His providence we all have
it.  It is the Bible, inspired by the Holy Spirit’s
moving the prophets and other writers to write
God’s own words.

 God spoke aloud on that mountain, but we
cannot go back to hear His voice now. If we
could, what good would it do?  On another
occasion God spoke aloud; “The people there-
fore, that stood by, and heard it, said that it
thundered: others said, An angel spake to him
(John 12.29).”  So people can actually hear
God’s voice and be mistaken about what they
heard.  But Peter says that we have something
better and more sure than if we had been there
on that day:  The same God who spoke aloud
on the mount, ratifying Jesus Christ as His
Word (“Hear ye Him!”), has given His people
something much more sure than hearing God
speak aloud.  It is His inspired, written word,
a copy of which anyone may usually obtain
easily. Moses, with the tables of stone “writ-
ten with the finger of God (Exodus 31.18)”
had no  advantage over us; we have in our
hands and on our coffee-tables the complete
word of God inspired infallibly by the Holy
Spirit and providentially preserved against all
the attacks  of men  and  devils for over  two
millennia.

The Bible is the supernaturally inspired and
infallible word of God, inspired down to the
individual dots and dashes, the jots and tittles

(Matthew 5.18), what we would call “the dot-
ting of an i and the crossing of a t.”  That is
quite emphatic, but Jesus did not exaggerate
(as is sometimes said), one iota.  (“Iota” is
the ninth letter in the Greek alphabet, answer-
ing to the tenth letter of the Hebrew alphabet,
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yod, and  the equivalent of our letter I.  In
some languages the I, J,  and the Y are inter-
changeable, so that is how we came to get “jot”
from “yod” and “iota.”)

Berean Jews Commended

In Acts 17, Paul’s life was threatened by
the mob in Thessalonica.  “And the brethren
immediately sent away Paul and Silas by night
unto Berea [a neighboring town]: who [Paul
and Silas] coming thither went into the syna-
gogue of the Jews.  These [the Jews of Berea]
were more noble than those in the Thessalonian
synagogue, in that they

(1)  received the word with all readiness

of mind, and

(2) searched the scriptures daily, whether
those things were so (Acts 17.10f).

Exactly what were “those things which were
spoken by Paul”?  Luke described what Paul
said as follows: “And Paul, as his manner

was, went in unto them, and three  sabbath
days reasoned with them out of the scriptures,
opening and alleging, that (1) Christ must needs
have suffered, and risen again from the dead;
and that (2) this Jesus, whom I preach unto
you, is Christ.”  Later, Paul defined the gospel
he preached in much the same way:  “More-
over, brethren, I declare unto you the
gospel...how that Christ died for our sins ac-

cording to the scriptures; and that he was
buried, and that he rose again the third day
according to the scriptures (1 Corinthians
15.1-4).”

The Jews of the Berean synagogue were
more noble than those of the Thessalonian mob
who would have killed Paul. For that matter,
these Bereans were more noble than those of
our own day who, assuming  they  already
know whatever truth there is to be known, see
no need to search the Scriptures to ascertain

some of God’s truth that may have escaped
them.  To them, such a thing as their  not
knowing everything that is knowable could  not
possibly  exist.  In fact, these men of the twenty-
first century, like the Thessalonian Jews, would
no doubt have trouble fathoming why Paul
would preach in a Jewish synagogue in the first
place.

“Rightly Dividing the Word of Truth”

If there is a right way to divide the word of
truth, then there must also be a wrong way to
divide it.

From the one Greek word translated by our
two words, “rightly divide,” we understand
that we are to make a straight cut, not a crooked
one.  Rightly dividing has  to do  with  dissect-
ing with precision.  High school and college
biology labs are known to dissect frogs and
other  animals as well as plants and insects.  If
we used a hatchet to chop a frog in two, it
might be a straight cut indeed, but it would  not
be precise. The poor frog would be divided,
but not rightly.   Dissection,  or  rightly  divid-
ing something, whether  in the science lab or
in the Bible, has to do with precision cuts.

Hence we have Paul’s suggestion to the
young preacher Timothy (and others), to study.
No one should think that how we cut open a
frog  is more important than how and to what
intent we open the Bible.

Cutting frogs open properly is thought to be
a necessary part of our secular education, while
rightly dividing the word of truth is required
neither by the modern church nor the state.  As
people study the anatomy of frogs so intently,
we ask: Is not studying the structure of the
word of God at least as important as under-
standing that of a bug or an amphibian?

Nor are we saying that any human being
has the intellectual ability to discern with his
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natural mind what the Spirit saith to the churches
(Revelation 2.7).  Understanding spiritual truth
only comes about by God’s revealing His truth
to whomsoever He pleases, and it pleases Him
to reveal His truth to His own people.  As it
has pleased Him that by the foolishness of
preaching to save them that believe, so it has
pleased Him that He would reveal His truth to
His people by the foolishness of their studying
what they cannot begin  to  comprehend by
studying with their natural minds.

Why should God’s people study the Scrip-
tures,  then?   Because God said to study  them.
One would search for a long time to find a
better reason.  Will studying the Scriptures make
someone a better person?  We might counter
that question by asking, will one’s studying the
Scriptures make him the worse?  (It will, if he
studies it in a slipshod and careless manner,
“not discerning the Lord’s body.”)

In the Scriptures there are hidden treasures.
“Then said He unto them, Therefore every
scribe which is instructed unto the kingdom of
heaven is like unto a man that is an house-
holder, which bringeth forth out of his treasure
things new and old (Matthew 13.52).”

Even as there are pleasures hidden from
those who do not practice the washing of the
saints’ feet (John 13.17),  so there are trea-

sures hidden from those who do not search the
Scriptures.    “It is the glory of God to conceal
a thing: but the honour of kings is to search out
a matter (Proverbs 25.2).”  To what extent you
have been given a hope that you are one whom
God has made—or will make—“kings and
priests (Revelation 5.9f),” then to that same
exact  extent it is honorable that you search out
what God hath concealed in His word that we
call our Bible.

If a preacher says, “The apostle Job said,
‘For God so loved the world...,’” or “Isaiah

said, ‘For by grace are ye saved through faith,’”
(or worse: “For by faith are ye saved....”) we
might ask:  Does it make any difference to you
or to anyone else who said what, or who the
preacher says said it?

Does a preacher have any need to “study
his Bible”?  The preacher, of all people, is the
one who most needs to be familiar with the
inspired words of God, if he is going to speak
in the name of God or at least pretend to do so.
Paul directed our text to a young preacher, Timo-
thy.  Again we say:  A child of grace does not
receive God’s truth by his studying, but it is in
conjunction with studying that God gives His
word to the preacher.  If the Lord “just pours
the Bible into the preacher’s head and out his
mouth,” then the hole into which the Lord pours
His word is the preacher’s eye-hole.  It is readily
evident to his Bible-reading  hearers whether or
not a preacher reads or studies his Bible.

Why should the “regular” members of a
congregation read their Bibles? Isn’t  it enough
for their preacher to tell them what the Bible
says and means?  Not really. This ends in Dark-
Age style priestcraft, depending on the preacher-
priest to do our thinking for us so that we need
not think for ourselves.  Those who take this
approach are in a twofold worse condition than
the peasants of the Dark Ages who had no
Bible. Reliance on a priest’s interpretation was
forced on the people until they became totally
dependent on Rome, both spiritually and men-
tally. Those who willingly abdicate the right to
read the Bible and to think  for  themselves
become fit candidates for slavery.

Men are liable to say anything, and since
preachers are men, unless the Holy Spirit re-
strains them, preachers may say anything that
pops into their heads.  How will you know if
what a preacher says is in harmony with God’s
word  if you yourself do not know  what God’s
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word says?  Is it possible for a radio preacher
to be right about something and your own
preacher be wrong about the same subject?  Who
will arbitrate in such a case, if it is not God?
And what will His standard be if it is not His
written word He gave to His people?  Many
men have died martyrs’ deaths to make the
Bible available to us all.  Some Bible transla-
tors were burned alive at the stake with a copy
of the Bible tied around their  necks  as  a
warning   to  others  against  making  the
Scriptures available to the poorest among all
peoples and nations  in  their  own  native
languages.  Thanks to our Lord God and those
martyrs He raised up, you and I have access to
God’s word, whether we read it or not.

 The text at the heading of this article,
“Study...rightly dividing the word of truth,”
was written to Timothy,  a young preacher/
minister/pastor, who later became the pastor
of the church in Ephesus until A.D.97:

At this period, as the pagans were about
to celebrate a feast  called  Catagogian,
Timothy, meeting the procession, severely
reproved them for their ridiculous idolatry,
which   so   exasperated  the people  that
they  fell uon  him  with  their clubs, and
beat him in so dreadful a manner that he
expired of the bruises two days after.—Fox’s

Book of Martyrs

To this same Timothy Paul also wrote, “Let

the elders that rule well be counted worthy of

double honour, especially they who labour in

the word and doctrine (1 Timothy 5.17).”
Such labor in these two areas, the word and the
doctrine, is vital in a providential way to the
ongoing welfare of the church.  The worldly
chaos, ignorance, and spiritual darkness that
goes on nowadays  in the name of God, Christ,
religion, and “the church” manifests the lack

of the word and the doctrine of Christ being
studied, understood, and preached.

From time to time brethren have told me of
certain important principles that mean much to
them as they are reading their Bibles.  Having
much confidence in these brethren and their
judgment, I will pass on a few of these prin-
ciples to our readers in hope that these things
will be of encouragement to you.  In this present
article or the one following (or any!) there is
nothing meant to be of a  dictatorial  nature.
As brethren sometimes say, “Eat the fish; spit
out the bones.”  I hope there is something for
each of us in the following article, “no bones
about it!”—CCM

MORE OBSERVATIONS ON

STUDYING THE SCRIPTURES

Many brethren have found the fol-

lowing principles both sound and
useful in their reading and searching the Scrip-
tures. One brother in particular  mentioned
several  of  the following  principles to me,
encouraging me to pass them on to our readers.

1. Study the Bible with a spiritual mind:

Many read the Bible to benefit the natural man,
thinking (according to the Arminian/free will
scheme), “God will bless me materially if I
read the Bible.” Our “daily devotional” is sup-
posed to satisfy God, so, once it is behind us,
we are content with giving God His five min-
utes and getting it behind us for another day.
By reading it (so they reason), we might learn
how to manipulate God Himself, and we can
thereby better ourselves in this life and in the
life to come.  Study the Bible with a spiri-

tual mind as much as  the Lord God  will
enable you to do so, and not merely with the
natural mind for selfish incentives.
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2. Use a good translation:  Use the King
James Version (KJV), not modern translations
such as the “Living Bible,” “Good News for
Modern Man,” and the like, which are for the
most part not translations.  They are mostly
perversions or worse, and we say this for a
number of reasons.

(1)  Some “Bible versions” are not actual
translations; their printing companies admit their
books are paraphrases according to the publish-
ers’ understanding.  They are merely Bible-
related stories according to their fiction-authors’
thinking.  This is not an exaggeration.  A para-
phrase by definition is putting something in your
own words.  When men feel the necessity to
put God’s words into their own words, they
are trying to improve upon what God said; they
think they can say something more clearly, and
something that is more correct, than what God
has said.  Such arrogance goes back to Genesis
3.1, where Satan introduced the FIRST QUES-
TION into the mind of Eve:  “Yea, hath God

said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the gar-
den?”  This question, “HATH GOD
SAID...?” has been with us from that day un-
til this, and ever since the fall of mankind in
the Garden of Eden, Satan and his followers
have been questioning and trying to “improve”
upon what God has said.  Man’s “improve-
ments” are not efforts to clarify what God has
said; they are efforts to  do away with God’s
sovereign dominion over His creatures.  “But
his citizens hated him, and sent a message after
him, saying, We will not have this man to reign
over us (Luke 19.14).”  “Why do the heathen
rage, and the people imagine a vain thing? The
kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers
take counsel together, against the LORD, and
against his anointed, saying, Let us break their
bands asunder, and cast away their cords from
us.   He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh:

the Lord shall have them in derision (Psalm

2.2-4).”

    (2)  Most of the publishers of modern
version Bibles are Arminian or free-will in their
belief; that is, they do not at all believe in the
God of the Scriptures or His sovereign  election
of His people and the reprobation of all others.
They believe God loves all mankind “equally
and without discrimination,” that He does not
hate Esau and those (profane ones—Hebrews
12.16) like him; they do not believe “The LORD
hath made all things for himself: yea, even the
wicked for the day of evil (Proverbs 16.4),”
and specifically that He made men like Pharaoh
to  be  destroyed. Publishers and printers are
mortal men like everyone else, sinners with per-
sonal religious beliefs, mostly of the free-will
persuasion.  (How many Primitive Baptist Bible

publishers do you know of, or any who are of
the “sovereign grace” persuasion who will
neither back down or back away from the solid
principles  of  grace?    There  are, of  course,
a few  exceptions,  but they are few  and  far
between.)

(3) Some Bible publishers are “liberal” in
their belief and do not believe God supernatu-
rally inspired His word to be recorded as we
have the Bible today.

This is not to say we believe the KJV is
perfect.  There is a far cry between a transla-

tion and trying to  improve upon what God has

actually said.  We value the KJV because the
men who translated it were God-fearing men
who believed, as we do, that the Bible in its

original languages was literally the God-
breathed words of the Holy Spirit Himself.

3.  Look up and read the marginal refer-

ences.  Not all the time, though. Set aside a
special time to look up words and references,
but mostly read fast, without  always   inter-
rupting  yourself to be looking up  marginal
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references.  They are  manmade and  not  “in-
spired,” so do not use them as a crutch.  Read
large portions repeatedly at a single sitting.  Use
the  marginal  references warily, primarily as
the Bible’s commentary upon itself.

(a) A bad example of marginal references:
Someone wants to know what being “born of
water” in John 3.5 means, so he “runs the
references” and ends up reading Mark 16.16
and Acts 2.38.  Unless this reader realizes the
references were compiled by a Campbellite
sympathizer, or if he thinks the marginal lists
are inspired as part of the Bible itself (wrong!),
he will be led down the path of believing the
Bible teaches baptismal regeneration.

(b)  A good example:  Isaiah is quoted 21
times in  the New Testament.   Using  the
marginal references, go back to Isaiah to see
what Isaiah actually said, to whom he said it,
for what purpose he said it, and where Isaiah
was when he was writing or talking.

When the New Testament does not quote

the Old Testament exactly, do not ever think

it is a  contradiction,  an  error,  or  a

misquote.  Examine the context of the verse
you’ve looked up. The Bible is always  its  own
best  commentary upon itself.

(1) An example within this example:  After
the temptation of Christ as Matthew 4.1-12
records it, the account continues in verse 13:

And leaving Nazareth, he came and dwelt in

Capernaum, which is upon the sea coast, in the

borders of Zabulon and Nephthalim: that it might

be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias the

prophet, saying,

The land of Zabulon, and the land of

Nephthalim, by the way of the sea, be-

yond Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles;

the people which sat in darkness saw

great light; and to them which sat in the

region and shadow of death light is sprung

up.

But comparing the above quote with the origi-
nal record in Isaiah 9, from which Matthew
was quoting, we see Isaiah actually said,

Nevertheless the dimness shall not be

such as was in her vexation, when at the

first he lightly afflicted the land of Zebulun

and the land of Naphtali, and afterward

did more grievously afflict her by the

way of the sea, beyond Jordan, in Gali-

lee of the nations. The people that walked

in darkness have seen a great light: they

that dwell in the land of the shadow of

death, upon them hath the light shined.

(Isaiah 9.1f)
A comparison of such texts often reveals

important inspired Bible  commentary  upon
itself:

(a) Variations in spelling, such as  Zabulon

and Zebulun, and  Nephthalim and Naphtali,
are  the result of going from  the  Hebrew
language of the Old Testament into the Greek
of the New.  That is nothing for the reader to
be overly concerned about.

(b) Isaiah’s “Galilee of the nations” and
Matthew’s “Galilee of the Gentiles” brings
out what has often been mentioned before in
The Remnant, that in both the Hebrew and the
Greek languages the same word is translated
into  English by four interchangeable English
words: they are nation (or nations), people

(or peoples),  heathen,  and  Gentile  (or
Gentiles). All four words mean the exact  same
thing:  non-Jews.

(c) Those who were spoken of in Isaiah’s
day as “The people that walked in darkness”
were, in Christ’s day, “the people which sat in
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darkness.”  Such changes are instructive, not
“happenstance.”  Isaiah really said walked, and
Matthew really said sat.   Why would we have
this change, if it were not that seven centuries
of walking in darkness is a great weariness to
the flesh, and that necessitates a need for sit-
ting down to rest?  Could this be an anticipation
of the rest God provided in Christ, which He
later mentions in Matthew 11.28?

(d) Isaiah said that those who walked in
darkness have seen a great light; they that dwell
in the land of the shadow of death, upon them
hath the light shined.  Matthew says that “the
people which sat in darkness saw great light;
and to them which sat in the region and shadow
of death light is sprung up.” This NT clarifi-
cation places the power not in the people who
see it, but in the Light itself, or Himself, mean-
ing that God, who is light (1 John 1.5), and
more particularly the Lord Jesus Christ, who is
the Light of the world (John 8.12, 9.5), is the
efficient cause of anyone’s seeing the great
light, Jesus Christ.

4.  Study a theme through, or one book

of the Bible at a time:  Examples of themes
are Jesus Christ, as prophesied in the Old
Testament and manifest in the New; the first

and second resurrections; prayer, how to
pray, what to pray for, and the purpose of prayer;
baptism—where did it originate, its method,
purpose; grace, faith, law, works, Adam,

Abraham, David, or whatever subject or theme
you are stirred to explore.  To do this, one
needs a good unabridged, exhaustive concor-
dance such as Strong’s, which brings us to

5.  Get a good unabridged concordance

for reference.  Nothing is more useless than
the Arminian concordance found in the backs
of most “study Bibles.”  Arminians design  con-
cordances that are incomplete and slanted only
toward helping “soul-winners” find texts to help

them get people to “know the Lord,” a totally
useless, worthless pastime.

So, do not rely  on the skimpy concordances
found in the backs of most Bibles.  A real
concordance, complete with Hebrew and Greek
dictionaries, is a necessity for anyone who is
serious about finding out what God has said to
His people.  More about concordances will be
said later on, Lord willing.

6.  Use a good dictionary to look up the

meaning of words.  That is, a Webster’s or
other reliable dictionary of the English language
(or whatever language your Bible is written
in).  It should be complete enough that it will
give the older meanings of words as they were
used a hundred or more years ago.  Examples:

(a) What does “concupiscence” mean?  I
still have to look it up in the dictionary every
time I come across the three times it occurs in
the KJV.  (It means a lust or desire for what is
forbidden.)

(b) We use the word “let” to mean allow or
not to hinder. In the 1600s it meant the exact
opposite; it meant to hinder or prevent. To King
James and his translators, “...only he who now
letteth will let, until he be taken out of the way
(2 Thessalonians 2.7)” meant “he who now
hinders (restrains, holds down) will hinder, until
he be taken out of the way.” That is a word that
some  dictionaries can help you with.

(c) Corn:  The Israelites did not have maize,
“corn-on-the-cob,” the  “Indian corn” with
which we are most familiar nowadays. The
word corn comes from a common root with
the words kernel (“cornel”) and grain.  The
context will sometimes show what is meant.
When Ruth gleaned “corn” in 2.14, we find it
was actually barley (2.17).

7.  The Bible was written thousands of

years ago in a totally different culture with
different customs, in a far different part of
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the world.  Do not think our customs and out-
looks are anywhere near the same as those of
the times in which the Bible was written:

(a)  “Behold, the bridegroom cometh; go
ye out to meet him.”  “Then shall the kingdom
of heaven be likened unto ten virgins, which
took their lamps, and went forth to meet the
bridegroom.”  “While the bridegroom tar-

ried, they all slumbered and slept.”
Do not think for a moment the parable in

Matthew 25 has anything to do with our mod-
ern wedding  ceremonies  with an   organist
playing Mendelssohn's “Wedding March,”
complete with bride’s maids, a tiny ring-bearer,
a little flower-girl, a young bride dominating
the scene in a costly white gown, and a nervous
groom leaning on his best man while the guests
silently hum “Here Comes the Bride” to them-
selves.  In this parable, the bridegroom  (who
does represent Christ the  Lord)  was  the cen-
ter  of  attention in those Bible  days, not the
bride.  He is splendid in His apparel, “...as a
bridegroom decketh HIMSELF with orna-

ments.” He did not deck himself in a somber
black tuxedo and let his woman steal the day.

  The virgins waiting for the bridegroom
were not the bride.  He was not going to marry
all ten girls.  They were the wedding party
waiting for the groom to bring his bride/wife

back home with him, not for him to bring her
to a church wedding or a wedding chapel.

(b)  “If thine enemy be hungry, give him
bread to eat; and if he be thirsty, give him
water to drink:  For thou shalt heap coals of

fire upon his head, and the LORD shall re-
ward thee (Proverbs 25.21f).”

Years ago I thought this meant that  if I
returned good to my enemy for evil he had
done to me, it would be like throwing a shovel-
ful of hot cinders in his face and smoldering
ashes down his collar (revenge is sweet!).

Not so.  In those days before central heat,
stick matches, butane, propane  tanks, lighters,
and  electric ranges, fire was a most important
commodity.  To be without fire could be a
hazardous threat to the lives of a man and his
family.  People sometimes “borrowed” fire
from their neighbors.  We did it in the rural
USA well into the twentieth century.  In Bible
days they carried the burning coals home in
clay pots balanced on their heads.  To “heap
coals of fire upon his head” was not as venge-
ful an act as it sounds.  It was giving him an
important necessity of life. It was returning
good for evil.

These few examples are given to illustrate
the fact that we do not always  understand  the
customs of biblical times.  A book on  the
customs and practices of the Hebrews and other
peoples  of Bible times is  most  helpful  to
anyone who hopes to explore the Bible beyond
the  KJV  English.

8.  Word meanings have changed.  Many
of the meanings of the words in the Bible do
not resemble the meaning of those same words
today.  Some words are obsolete and no longer
used. Use the context, dictionary, and Strong’s.

9.  Note for each Bible book you read,
who wrote it, from where, to whom, and what
the writer’s stated purpose was.  It makes a
vital difference who wrote something and to
whom he wrote it, and why.  Moses did not
write to the New Testament church of Christ,
but what he wrote is important in our under-
standing of where we are today.  To grasp the
Old Testament writings, we must filter them
through the teachings of Christ and His apostles,
more particularly, the writings of the apostle
Paul, most particularly Paul’s letters to the
Romans, the Corinthians, the Galatians, the
Ephesians, the Philippians, the  Colossians, the
Thessalonians, and the Hebrews.
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For example, Paul wrote  the  book  of

Hebrews to  the  Hebrews to tell the He-

brews to quit being  Hebrews.  If a soldier
writes to his family back home, he did not
write it to you, unless you are one of his fam-
ily.   BUT you might learn much about the
man, his family, instructions he gives to his
family in conducting family and financial af-
fairs, what is happening on his assignment,
and the like.  In a similar manner, Paul did not
write  Hebrews to us Gentiles, but we Gentiles
can learn much about Moses, the law (includ-
ing  the  laws  pertaining to the sacrifices), the
Levitical priesthood, the priesthood of
Melchisedec, and other Old Testament doc-
trines involving Israel, to Jewish believers, and
to their relationship to Christ from what Paul
wrote to the Hebrews. From there, as the Holy
Spirit makes those truths evident to us, we can
“grow in grace and in the knowledge of our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ (2 Peter 3.18).”
This is true because “All  scripture  is  given
by inspiration of God,  and  is  profitable  for
doctrine, for reproof,  for  correction,  for
instruction in righteousness: that the man of
God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto
all good works (2 Timothy 3.16f).”  That “all

Scripture” means ALL Scripture, even those
Scriptures which are not written directly to
believers who are Gentiles by nature.

10.  Forget man’s traditions; stick with

what the Scriptures say.  This can be tricky,
because Paul said, “Beware lest any man spoil
you through philosophy and vain deceit, after
the tradition of men, after the rudiments of
the world, and not after Christ (Colossians
2.8).”  In so saying, he leaves room to follow
traditions that are “after Christ”—that is,
Christ’s established traditions.

Paul also said, “Therefore, brethren, stand
fast, and hold the traditions which ye have

been taught,   whether   by   word,  or  our
epistle  (2 Thessalonians 2.15).” Again, this
calls our attention to #10, above:  To whom
was Paul writing, when, and why?  Surely he
did not mean any, every, and all traditions we
have ever been taught; if so we would be mired
in traditions of Santa Claus and the Easter bunny,
which is of course ridiculous.

When Paul wrote was before the New Tes-
tament was completed; the letters to the
Thessalonian church were the first two letters
Paul wrote.  Romans, Corinthians, and Paul’s
other epistles (letters) had not yet been written.
The Thessalonian church may have had some
of the Old Testament Scriptures, but they did
not have any of the New Testament except for
these two letters, First and Second
Thessalonians.  The “traditions which ye have
been taught” were the oral teachings Paul and
his traveling companions had given them be-
fore Paul was run out of town, and what had
been taught by his companion Silas (and  other
brethren) after Paul had moved on to Berea.

11.  Remember   the  Scriptures  are

spiritual. They are literal, also, as literal as a
newspaper or a secular magazine. (Literalness
does not take away from the Bible’s “spiritual-
ity.” Christ’s virgin birth was literal, but  it
was  certainly spiritual also.) If the newspaper
says an earthquake in China killed 5,000 people,
no one thinks it is necessary to ask, “How do

you interpret this ‘earthquake’?”
“Well,” answers Elder X,  “I think it means

thousands  of  the Chinese  were  convicted in
their hearts and they died to sin but are alive
unto God, like Romans 6.11 says.”

No, no one “interprets” the evening news is
such a manner; they save  that kind of nonsense
for “interpreting” the Bible.   An earthquake
means an earthquake, whether it is in  Zechariah,
in  Revelation,  or  in  the Wall  Street Journal.
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12.  Read, read, and reread the same

chapters and verses.  Read large portions of
the Bible at a single reading, and read them
over and over again.  It is in this way one
becomes familiar enough with the Scriptures to
relate incidents that are five, ten, or twenty or
more chapters apart.  Again we emphasize this
is not something merely of the flesh.  Only the
Holy Spirit, who is the Author of this book,
can make it a living reality to His people.  If
God is not in it, “...much study is a weariness
of the flesh (Ecclesiastes 12.12).”

Always keep in mind who is talking  or
writing, who is being addressed, and the pur-
pose of the conversation or writing.

The Bible is not made of thousands of dis-
jointed and  unrelated verses piled up like so
many M&Ms in a candy dish for us to pick our
favorites and leave the others.  It is one unified
whole, a precision  piece more accurately put
together than the finest Swiss watch or the  most
excellent automobile imaginable by human stan-
dards.  The Maker of this book is God, and not
one jot or tittle of it will pass away.  Men who
change or ignore it will not thwart what God
has said and purposed.  Men change or ignore
it at their own peril, and thereby  they fulfill it.

As with anything else, by reading and re-
reading the Bible a book at a time (or some
similar systematic method)  one becomes more
familiar with God’s book.

Objection: “sometimes I am totally uninter-
ested in reading it, and I seem to get nothing
out of it.”

Reply:  That is covered in the text, “Preach
the word; be instant in season, out of season;
reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering
and doctrine (2 Timothy 4.2).”  Read the word
daily, anyway; study the doctrine anyway. By
God’s grace the Spirit will leave His mark on
your spirit.  We are divinely built (“I am fear-

fully and wonderfully made,” Psalm 139.14),”
so that nothing ever passes though our brains
without its finding a lodging in it. In God’s
providence He will bring to remembrance what
it pleases Him to bring to you, whenever it
pleases Him to do so.  “But the Comforter,
which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father
will send in my name, He shall teach you all
things, and bring all things to your remem-
brance, whatsoever I have said unto you (John
14.26).”  You do not remember something you
have never experienced, but, once something
is experienced, it will never leave the inner
recesses of your mind.

An example of how texts distant from each
other are sometimes providentially brought
together might be in order here:  When Isaac,
old and blind, asked his son Jacob, “who art
thou, my son?” Jacob replied, “I am Esau thy
firstborn....”  This happened in Genesis 27.
From the time he told that lie and forward, we
might say that, in one sense, from a providen-

tial standpoint, Jacob’s troubles began. He fled
from the fear of Esau’s threat to kill him; his
beloved mother  Rebekah told him, “Now there-
fore, my son, obey my voice; and arise, flee
thou to Laban my brother to Haran; and tarry
with him a few days, until thy brother's fury
turn away; until thy brother's anger turn away
from thee, and he forget that which thou hast

done to him: then I will send, and fetch thee

from thence...(Genesis 27.42ff).”  That “few
days” turned into twenty years, Rebekah never
sent for her beloved son Jacob, and she died
without their ever having seen each other again.

Soon after, Jacob was deceived by Laban
over a firstborn daughter, Leah, whom  he
(Jacob) was tricked into marrying, although he
never really loved her.  A coincidence? Never!
Things do not “just happen” in God’s unswerv-
ing predestination.
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Many years later Jacob, now an old man
himself, making his own burial plans, said:
“In the cave that is in the field of Machpelah,
which is before Mamre, in the land of Canaan,
which Abraham bought with the field of Ephron
the Hittite for a possession of a buryingplace.
There they buried Abraham and Sarah his wife;
there they buried Isaac and Rebekah his wife;
and there I buried Leah.”  (Jacob helped
bury Isaac but not his mother Rebekah.)

THEY buried my dad (and mother), he says;
I did not.  I was occupied elsewhere, in
Padanaram, where my mother sent me “for a
few days” for my safety.  I never saw my
mom again. I didn’t even bury my beloved
Rachel, the only woman I ever loved, there. I
buried her on the trail, near Bethlehem,  after
she died giving birth to my last son, Benjamin.

Truly the sad old man could give testimony
to what Paul later said: “Be not deceived; God
is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth,
that shall he also reap.”

But that is not the whole story of what came
of “Who art thou, my son?” “I am Esau thy
firstborn....”  Over twenty years later, Jacob
still feared his brother Esau’s vow of revenge.
The night before he met Esau, he wrestled with
“a  man,” whom many believe was the angel
of the Lord, or an Old Testament pre-incarnate
appearance of the Lord Jesus Christ.  “And
Jacob called the name of the place Peniel: for I
have seen God face to face, and my life is
preserved (verse 30).”

“And Jacob was left alone; and there
wrestled a man with him until the breaking of
the day. And when he saw that he prevailed not
against him, he touched the hollow of his thigh;
and the hollow of Jacob's thigh was out of
joint, as he wrestled with him. And he said,
Let me go, for the day breaketh. And he said,
I will not let thee go, except thou bless me.

And he said unto him, What is thy name?

And he said, Jacob (Genesis 32.24ff).”
The Lord picks up exactly where Jacob’s

relationship with Him left off.  From Genesis
27 to this point in chapter 32, when Jacob is
brought to confess the truth, I am Jacob, his sin
and deception remains unresolved.  He is
brought back to admitting who he really was: a
supplanter still in mortal fear of Esau’s ven-
geance. Only then did God take up with the
blessing of his father Isaac: “And he said, Thy
name shall be called no more Jacob, but Israel:
for as a prince hast thou power with God and
with men, and hast prevailed (verse 28).”

The relationship of Genesis 27.18f and Gen-
esis 32.24, together with all the intervening
details, is easy to lose in those details them-
selves, and easy to miss using the “chapter-a-
day” Bible reading method.  Such important
things must be given us by the Holy Spirit.
From the experimental or personal  standpoint,
this is brought to our remembrance  in  our
familiarity with the text, which in turn is brought
about by a regular reading of the Book.

13.  Pay close attention to little words.
A major doctrine can hinge on a two- or

three-letter word such as in, to, by, as, or  for.
Example:  “... he being not a forgetful

hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall
be blessed IN his deed (James 1.25b).” Al-
most anyone should notice right away that James
did not say this man shall be blessed FOR his
deed.  He said he will be blessed IN the doing
of the deed, and that is not because you earned
the blessing by doing it “all by yourself.”  You
are blessed IN the deed because “it is God
which worketh in you both to will and to do of
His good pleasure (Philippians 2.13).”  (Do
not let will-worshipers put you off with some
comment like “that makes man a robot and
makes you a fatalist.”  Remember, even Christ
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did not take credit for His words and deeds.
He said in John 14.10, “the words that I speak
unto you I speak not of myself: but the Father

that dwelleth in me, He doeth the works.”)
14.  The books of the Bible were written

by Jews, for God’s people, but originally it

was almost exclusively written to the Lord’s

children  among  the  Jews.   The main

exceptions are  Paul’s   church   epistles

addressed to the seven Gentile churches and

the letters he wrote to individual Gentile

church members like Timothy, Titus, and

Philemon, and a very few other exceptions.
Even the epistles of James, Peter, John, and
Jude were written to Christian believers from
among the Israelites, who, for one reason or
another, were scattered throughout the Roman
Empire.  Hence James wrote to “to the twelve

tribes which are scattered abroad, greeting,”
and Peter wrote to “the strangers scattered

throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia,
and Bithynia.”

Lest we be tempted to believe the
spiritualizers who will tell us the twelve  tribes

to whom James wrote were “spiritual Israel,
the Gentile church,” and the strangers to whom
Peter wrote were the same, we may let Paul
settle  the issue:

“But contrariwise, when they saw that
the gospel of the uncircumcision was

committed unto me, as the gospel of

the circumcision was unto Peter; (For
he that wrought effectually in Peter to
the apostleship of the circumcision, the
same was mighty in me toward the Gen-
tiles:) and when James, Cephas, and

John, who seemed to be pillars, perceived
the grace that was given unto me, they
gave to me and Barnabas the right hands
of fellowship; that we should go unto

the heathen,  and  they  [i.e., James,

Cephas, and  John would go]  unto

the  circumcision.”—Galatians 2.7-9

  This point does not mean we cannot learn
from every single book of the Bible, as before
mentioned; for we can learn much from any
and all of the Bible, if God is in the matter.
This point (#14) is just another way of saying:
Be aware of who is writing, to  whom  he  is
writing, and why, or what his purpose is in the
Scripture he has written—what he is saying and
why he is saying it in this specific way.

When Paul writes, “Tell me, ye that desire

to be under the law, do ye not hear the law

(Galatians 4.21) ?”  I trust he is not saying this
to or about most of our readers, for most of our
readers do not desire to be under the law.  But
those of us who do not desire to be under the
law are vindicated by Paul’s text here. We are
justified in our belief in and reliance upon the
freedom  in Christ and we can therefore rejoice
in what Paul is saying to the churches of Galatia.

15.  When the Bible was written, the

day began at sundown instead of at mid-

night or at dawn as the Gentile nations have

variously defined a day.  God created days
and years in the first place; it is His privilege to
say what a day is and a year is.  “And the
evening and the morning were the first day
(Genesis 1.5)”; not “sunup to sundown” or
“midnight till the next midnight.”  Man thinks
he must always be improving on God’s doings.

Originally, the year was 360 days, made up
of twelve moon months of thirty days each.
Prophetically, that is the way it still is.  Man
changes his calendars, but God has never had
any need to change.  That is why the 3 1/2
years are variously described as  “a time, times,
and an half (Daniel 7.12),” or “a time and
times and the dividing of time (Daniel 7.25),”
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“a time, and times, and half a time (Revelation
12.14),” or “forty and two months (Revelation
11.2, 13.5)” or 1,260 days (Revelation 11.3,
12.6).  They all figure the same: 3.5 years.

16.  Some chapter divisions are in the

middle of a subject (See 2 Timothy 2.15):
In your reading, therefore, ignore the

Chapter divisions.  Read from the start of a
subject, not a chapter, to its end.  Remember:
A  few centuries ago, there were no chapter
and verse divisions.

You have no doubt noticed that when Bible
writers or speakers refer to another place in the
Scriptures they do not give the “chapter and
verse.”  Rather they say things like “For David
speaketh concerning him,” “As he saith also in
another place,” “It is written,” “...that it might
be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias the
prophet,” “Ye  hypocrites, well  did  Esaias
prophesy  of  you,  saying...”, or “As he saith
also in Osee [Hosea].”  These references were
vague because at the time of the Bible’s being
written there were no verses and chapters to
which Jesus, Paul, and the others could refer.

The injunction about rightly dividing the word
of truth strongly implies there is a wrong way

to divide the word of truth; this includes
manmade chapter and verse divisions.

Men invented  chapter and verse divisions
and put them in the Bible as a  convenience so
people could quickly find a citation instead of
having to hunt through Isaiah (or one of the
other Old Testament writers) for hours on end
for a text when John says (chapter 12), “But
though He had done so many miracles before
them, yet they believed not on Him:  that the

saying of Esaias the prophet [We wonder,
“where?”] might be fulfilled, which he spake,
‘Lord, who hath believed our report? and to
whom hath the arm of the Lord been  revealed?’
[We wonder, “Where did he say that?”]  There-

fore they could not believe, because that Esaias

said again [We wonder, where?], ‘He hath
blinded their eyes, and hardened their heart;
that they should not see with their eyes, nor
understand with their heart, and be converted,
and I should heal them.’ [We wonder, “Where

did he say that?”]  These things said Esaias,
when he saw his glory, and spake of Him [We
wonder, “Where...?”].”  So now  we  have
the  convenience  of  chapters, verses,  and
marginal references; but  sometimes we are
“conveniently” misled  by  these  “helpful”
divisions.

The insertion of chapters and verse divi-
sions was providentially controlled by God, but
they are not inspired as the original text is.
Examples:

A.  Isaiah 53:  The “53rd  chapter”  should
begin where the subject begins, at Isaiah 52.13:
“Behold, my servant shall deal prudently, He
shall be exalted and extolled, and be very high.
As many were astonied at thee; His visage was
so marred more than any man, and His form
more than the sons of men:  So shall He sprinkle
many nations; the kings shall shut their mouths
at Him: for that which had not been told them
shall they see; and that which they had not heard
shall they consider. Who hath believed our re-
port? and to whom is the arm of the LORD
revealed?” etc.

Behold My Servant is  God’s subject-theme
from 52.13 through the end of (what we call)
chapter 53.  “His visage was so marred more
than any man, and His form more than the sons
of men” is part of the portrait continued in verses
4-5 following:  “we did esteem Him stricken,
smitten of God, and afflicted.  But He was
wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised
for our iniquities: the  chastisement of our peace
was upon Him; and with His stripes we are
healed.”
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“His visage was so marred more than any
man, and His form more than the sons of men”
is perhaps the most graphic part of the entire
passage.  Its literal rendering is terrible; it says
His face (“visage”) was pounded into such a
bloody  pulp  (“marred”) that He no longer
could be recognized as a human being (“more
than any man...more than the sons of men.”)

B.  John 7.53 and 8.1:  There should be no
chapter break here.  The “seventh chapter”
should continue: “And every man went unto
his own house. Jesus went unto the mount of
Olives.” By observing the chapter division we
miss the continuity of the fact that no one ex-
tended any hospitality to the Lord of Glory;
and He had no home of His own on this earth.
Others went home to bed, but Jesus camped
out that night beneath the olive trees.

C.  2 Timothy 4.1 follows chapter 3.16-
17: When Paul says, “I charge thee THERE-

FORE before God....” what is the therefore

there for?  Read it in context with what goes
before, and the text takes on new  meaning:
“All   scripture is given by inspiration of God,

and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for

correction, for instruction in righteousness:

That the man  of  God  may  be  perfect,

throughly furnished unto all good works.  I

charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord

Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the

dead at his appearing and his kingdom; Preach

the word; be instant in season, out of season;

reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering

and doctrine.”
17.  SUBJECT DIVISIONS: This is a

somewhat different approach, in that when
studying a subject—which may run into hun-
dreds of references—one should be aware of
exactly what is being said about the subject and
any changes from one subject to another within
a text.  A few examples:

A.  Israel versus the Church: Israel is the
nation of twelve tribes descended from Abra-
ham, Isaac, and Jacob (whose name God
changed to Israel).  The twelve tribes are named
after Israel’s twelve sons:  Reuben, Simeon
Levi, Judah (from whose name we get the word
“Jew”), Dan, Naphtali, Gad, Asher, Issachar,
Zebulun, Joseph, and Benjamin.  When some-
one says the church is “spiritual Israel” (a term
that occurs nowhere in the Bible), ask them
which “spiritual tribe” they are a member of.

The church is the body of Christ, a local
assembly of His saints the Father has chosen
and Christ has redeemed by His blood out of
every kindred, and tongue, and people, and
nation (Revelation 5.9).  Study the differences
between Israel and the church as well as the
similarities, i.e., what they  have in  common.

B.  The Kingdom of Heaven versus the

Kingdom of God:  Jesus  Christ  defined  the
kingdom of God with two simple statements to
Nicodemus:  (1) “Verily, verily, I say unto
thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot
see the kingdom of God,” and, (2) “Verily,
verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born
of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into
the kingdom of God (John 3.3, 5).”

Without this spiritual birth, a person can
neither see nor enter into the kingdom of
GOD.”  That  is  how  Christ   defined it,
which should be good enough for all concerned.

That definition, by itself, would leave the
rest  of creation exempt from God’s ruling over
it, except for this:  This is where the kingdom
of heaven comes  in:  “The  LORD  hath
prepared His throne in the heavens; and His
kingdom ruleth over ALL(Psalm 103.19).”

To ignore this distinction leads to nothing
but confusion.  It is necessary for the one who
would understand these two terms to always
observe this distinction in order to understand
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will combine the cost.  Foreign orders:  Con-
tact for prices.  Thanks.”

Larry Hale
601 Mastin lake Road
Huntsville, AL 35811
USA
Phone (256) 489-0339
Fax: (256) 489-0339
Email:  Idhhsv@yahoo.com

which kingdom the Bible writer is speaking
about.

It is also important to remember that since
the kingdom of heaven rules over all, and the
kingdom of God is composed only of God’s
children, it follows that (a) the kingdom of God
is only a part, or a proper subset, of the king-
dom of heaven, which is all-inclusive; (b) some
things said of the kingdom of heaven therefore
do apply to God’s children; (c) The references
to the kingdom of heaven in the parables and
prophecies of the kingdom of heaven, as re-
corded in Matthew, often apply to His future
reign on the earth. For example, when Christ
bid  His disciples to pray, “...Thy kingdom
come. Thy will be done in [or on] earth, as it is
in heaven,” it was a direct reference back to
the kingdom of heaven which He and  John
had  been  preaching  (Matthew 3.2, 4.17, 5.3,
5.10, 5.19-21, and forward to His yet future
earthly rule upon this earth from the throne of
His father David (Luke 1.32-33, Psalm 2.8f).
Thanks to two thousand years  of  Rome’s
influence, there is much confusion about what
the kingdom of heaven is.  The Jews to whom
John the Baptist, Jesus, and His apostles
preached the kingdom of heaven had no such
confusion.  They realized John and the Lord
Jesus  were  announcing  the prophesied and
long-awaited  retoration of the kingdom of
David, the destruction of Israel’s enemies, and
Christ’s universal earthly rule.

Ignoring this distinction contributes without
end to the errors of Arminianism and her twin
sister, Conditionalism.  If the Lord will bless
you to do so, look deeply into what Christ,
John the Baptist, and the apostle Paul say about
these two kingdoms. Deliberately ignoring this
distinction adds to the confusion of Arminians
and Conditionalists who ever look on  outward
appearances and wonder if afflictions are God’s

punishment upon them.  If that were the way it
is, examining Paul’s life  would lead us to
conclude that he was the most disobedient and
rebellious saint who ever lived.

(To be continued, Lord willing)
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ADDRESS CHANGE?

If your address has changed and you wish to
continue receiving The Remnant, then please

notify us as soon as possible.  The U.S. Postal
Service will not forward our magazine.  If you do
not furnish us with your new address, including
the Zip+4 designation, your Remnant will  be
returned to us. Then  you will probably be dropped
from our mailing list.

Whether or not your address changes, if you no
longer wish to receive The Remnant, please let us
know, and we will remove your name from our
mailing list.  We appreciate your consideration.

FREE SERMON TAPES ARE

STILL AVAILABLE

Dr. Tom Jackson has cassette sermon tapes
of Elder James F. Poole available at no

charge to those who are interested.  He may be reached
by mail at

Dr. Thomas W. Jackson

15 Greenbriar Lane

Rome, GA 30161

or  by e-mail  at DOCJackson@aol.com.

BOOK: “PAGAN FESTIVALS OF

CHRISTMAS AND EASTER”

The book, “Pagan Festivals of Christmas

and Easter,” by Shaun Willcock, is avail-
able.  This is  a much-appreciated book  among The

Remnant’s readers  since we first advertised it  a
few years ago.  Now, this concise, 64-page book-
let is available again.  Copies may be ordered
directly from The Remnant at

The Remnant Publications

P. O. Box 1004

Hawkins, TX 75765-1004

Single copies are $10.00 postpaid to the USA;

$17.00 to other countries.  Texas residents please
add 6.75% sales tax (48¢) for each copy ordered.

ELDER STANLEY PHILLIPS

ANNOUNCES...

Dear Elder Morris,
I have completed, and have available now

the two-volume set of the works of Thomas P.
Dudley, titled:

"Thomas P. Dudley and the GOLDEN

AGE OF PARTICULAR BAPTISTS

in America, 1792-1886."

The set is hard-covered, with 16 font size
print for easy readability, and has a total of 855
pages, with 117 different articles. Included are
all the Circular Letters of the Licking Particu-
lar Baptist Association of Kentucky available.
The two volumes are sold as a set, for $55.00
post-paid in the US. Orders should be sent to:

Stanley C. Phillips
1159 County Road 420
Quitman, MS 39355-9572

E-mail: carls420@hughes.net

I still have a few copies of

"Come Hither, and I will Show you

the Bride, the Lamb's Wife,"

for $40.00 post paid; and am now in the
process of printing "Stan Phillips' The Gospel

Simple Put, Revised and Expanded," post-
paid for $20.00. (also hard-cover, large print,
and 242 Pages.)

The latter book should be available in the
fall.

Yours,
Stanley C. Phillips
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ABSOLUTE PREDESTINATION
by Jerome Zanchius

This is the classic  work  on  the  doctrine  of
predestination.   Written over 400  years ago, it
was translated into English by Augustus M.
Toplady.  There has never been a serious attempt
to refute this book, mainly because  it cannot  be
refuted!   Paper cover, 128 pages.  $9.00  each,

postage paid to the USA; $16.00 to other

countries.

Send all orders to:

The Remnant Publications

P. O. Box 1004

Hawkins, TX 75765-1004

Phone 903-769-4822

Texas residents only add 6.75% sales tax on all books.

OUR BOOKS

Due to postage rate increases,  The Remnant

has added shipping costs to all of our book prices.

All books are postage paid at these prices until

further notice.

Make all checks or money orders payable to

The Remnant Publications or simply  to The

Remnant, and send them to the address below.

We are sorry, but telephone orders and credit

card orders cannot be accepted.  Texas residents

must add 6.75% State sales tax.

EDITORIALS OF ELDER GILBERT BEEBE

These books contain the editorial writings of
Elder Beebe from 1832 until his death in 1881.  He
was a firm Absolute Predestinarian and disciplinar-
ian.  He is widely considered to have no equal among
the Old School or Primitive Baptist writers.  The
books are hard-cover bound in F grade library
buckram cloth.

Volume 1—768 pages
Volume 2—768 pages
Volume 3—480 pages
Volume 4—512 pages
Volume 5—480 pages
Volume 6—480 pages
Volume 7—528 pages
$23.00 each, postage paid to the USA; $30.00

each to countries other than the USA.
*

FEAST OF FAT THINGS

New and enlarged edition.  Includes the Black
Rock Address.  116 pages, paper cover.  $10.00
each, postage paid to the USA; $17.00 to other
countries.

*
THE SELECT WORKS OF

ELDER SAMUEL TROTT

Hard-cover bound in F grade library buckram
cloth.  488 pages.  $23.00 each, postage paid to the
USA; $30.00 to other countries.

*
THE CHRIST-MAN IN TYPE

By Elder David Bartley.  The best book in
circulation on the types.  Covers Adam, Melchisedec,
Isaac, Joseph, Moses, Joshua, Aaron, Jonah, Boaz,

David.  182 pages, paper cover.  $11.00  each,
postage paid to the USA; $18.00 to other countries.

THE TRIAL OF JOB

By Elder Silas Durand.  Hard-cover bound in F
grade library  buckram  cloth.   248 pages.  $17.00
each,  postage paid to the USA: $24.00 to other
countries.

*
A SECOND FEAST

“The doctrine of the Old Order of Baptists”

Thirteen Chapters. The chapter titles and

their authors are as follows:

“The Sovereignty of God,” Elder Gilbert Beebe
“Election,” Elder F. A. Chick
“The Will of Man,” Elder H. M. Curry
“Repentance,” Elder J. F. Johnson
“Baptism,” Elder Gilbert Beebe
“The Gospel,” Elder Silas Durand
“The New Birth,” Elder H. M. Curry
“Good Works,” Elder David Bartley
“Romans 8.28,” Elder J. F. Johnson
“The Church,” Elder H. M. Curry
“Absolute Predestination,” Elder Gilbert Beebe
“Resurrection of the Dead,” Elder Silas Durand
“The Judgment,” Elder Gilbert Beebe
148 pages, Hard-cover, bound in F grade library

Buckram.  $15.00 each, postage paid to the USA;
$22.00 to other countries.
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A STATEMENT OF PRINCIPLES:

BOUND PRINTED MATTER

The following is an outline of principles the readers of
The Remnant may expect to see maintained in this

publication.  Under no circumstances do the publishers or
writers for The Remnant seek to delineate herein a standard of
doctrine or views to be imposed upon the readers.  Rather, we
set these principles before the readers that they may know what
general principles guide our efforts.  All attempts at declaring
articles of faith will be marred by prejudices and frailty, and
ours are by no means any exception.

We believe these principles are, in the main, harmonious
with the articles of faith published by predestinarian associa-
tions and churches of the old order of Baptists known as
Primitive, Particular, or Old School Baptists the world over.

1—The eternal existence, sovereignty, immutability,
omnipotence, and perfections of Jehovah God; He has re-
vealed Himself as the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, and
these sacred Three are One; Jesus Christ was and is God
manifest in the flesh, and in Him dwelleth all the fullness of the
Godhead bodily;

2—The Old and New Testaments in their original lan-
guages are the verbally inspired word of God, and they are the
complete and only valid guide of faith and practice; the King
James Version is the preferred English translation;

3—The will of the eternal God is the first cause of all
causes;

4—The absolute predestination of all things;
5—The eternal personal election of the redeemed in

Christ, before the world began, and their eternal, vital
union with Him; their number is fixed, certain, and sure,
and can neither be increased nor diminished; their fall in

their federal head Adam into spiritual death, total deprav-
ity, and just condemnation; their utter inability to recover
themselves from this fallen state;

6—The blood atonement and redemption by Jesus Christ
are for the elect only, and are both efficacious and effectual in
accomplishing the will and purpose of God to reconcile His
people unto Himself;

7—The sovereign, irresistible, effectual work of the Holy
Spirit in quickening the elect of God; the new birth is by the
direct operation of the Holy Spirit without the use of any means;

8—The final preservation, perseverance, and eternal
happiness of all the sons of God, by grace alone;

9—No works are good works other than those which God
Himself has so designated; none of the works called good are
left up to men to perform or not, at the creature's discretion;
nor do the works of the creature, either before or after
regeneration, result in merit accruing to his account in God’s
sight;

10—The peaceable fruits of righteousness are the certain
result of God’s working in His people both to will and to do
of His good pleasure, and His people will be found walking in
paths of righteousness for His name’s sake;

11—The separation of church and state;
12—The principles outlined in the Black Rock Address of

1832;
13—The bodily resurrection, first of Christ, and also that

of all the dead;
14—The final and eternal judgment; and,
15—The bliss of the redeemed and the torment of the

wicked are both eternal and everlasting.
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