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e will now continue with the subject of
Premillennialism and our Principles, and
how are they related, continuing with Point 9:

No works are good works other than those which
God Himself has so designated; none of the works
called good are left up to men to perform or not, at the
creature’s discretion; nor do the works of the crea-
ture, either before or after regeneration, result in
merit accruing to his account in God’s sight.

There are only three basic world views as toman’s
supposed “righteousness” and his “progress” onthis earth:
Either: A. Man is getting better and better, B. Maniis
getting neither better nor worse, or C. Man is getting
worse and worse:

A. The Postmillennial position is for the first of these
views. Postmillennialism is the belief that the return of the
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ will take place after the one-
thousand-year millennium; but first, mankind will usher in
the millennium, a time of universal peace and prosperity.

Postmillennialists (the advocates of Post-millennialism)
believe that men will gradually improve the world and
convert it into universal Christianity, love, peace, and
brotherhood, primarily through the preaching of the gos-
pel. Through the centuries there have been a few advo-
cates of this Arminian-Pelagian system. They got their
biggest encouragement during the Industrial Revolution,

however, after mankind had seemingly emerged from the
dark ages. It was during this time with the coming of much
technological progress, such as the inventions of the steam
engine, steam locomotive, and the steamboat; the devel-
opment of electricity and electrical machines and appli-
ances; the telephone, and the printing press with their
accompanying explosions of communication and knowl-
edge; the automotive industry, mechanized factories, rail-
roads, and more-when these inventions all came into their
own, men relished the idea that with new means of
transportation, travel, and communication, they could
convert the world to Christianity. A new optimismsprang
forthinreligious circles: Men taken with theories like
Wesleyan Arminianismand “soul-winning” revivalism
were sure they could use the new technology to soon
convert mankind, literally in their own generation.

Wittingly or not, Postmillennialists go hand in glove
with the Darwinian evolutionists. Man started as amicro-
scopic spotof'slime, say the Darwinians, butheisevolving,
getting better and better, until eventually he will usher
perfectionitself into this world, bringing ina man-made
heavenonearth. Where the atheistic evolutionists drop
Darwin’s baton, the Postmillennial religionist picks itup
and runs with it. There is no stopping point for such
spiritual evolutionists between the amoeba and the throne
of God.

B. The second of these positions, “Man is getting
neither better nor worse, ” is that of the unbelieving skeptic,
inparticular the kind of person who denies outright Christ
will visibly returnin power and glory.

“Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last
days scoffers, walking after their own lusts, and saying,
Where is the promise of His coming? for since the fathers
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fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the
beginning of the creation (2 Peter 3.3).” Peter identifies
two characteristics that mark these scoffers (or mockers)
for easy identification:

1. They ask, “Where is the promise of His coming?”
They scorn the thought of Christ’s literally coming again
to this earth.

2. They say, “for since the fathers fell asleep, all things
continue as they were from the beginning of the creation. ”
This identifies them as creationists, not evolutionists; and
they are creationists who recognize “the fathers.” Whether
these fathers are fathers in history or merely in familial
ancestry, or the Old Testament patriarchs such as Noah,
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, or the so-called “church fathers,”
isa discussion and a digression beyond our subject for
now. Wemustnotlose sight of the point Peter is making:
The scoffers are denying the second coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ, and they are basing their logic on the idea that
nothing has substantially changed for several thousands of
years.

Many who believe in the second advent of Christ
argue with such scoffers by presenting them with “docu-
mentary proof ” (as though that would convince and
convertanunbeliever) of “the signs of the times”—wars,
rumors of wars, earthquakes, and the other events Christ
gave in answer to His disciples’ questions. They had
asked Him, “Tellus,

a. whenshall these things be? and

b. what shall be the sign of thy coming, and

c. [what shall be the sign of] the end of the age [aion]
(Matthew 24.3)?”
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When such scoffers are confronted by those who
would argue thus to convince them of the near approach
of Christ’s return, they turnablind eye and a deaf ear.

“Now there are wars—more, bigger, and worse than
ever,” onesays, “justlikeJesus said in Matthew 24.6.”

“There have always been big bad wars,” the scoffer
replies.

“But there are more earthquakes now, too, than there
ever was before.”

“There have always been earthquakes,” answers the
scoffer. “We justhave better monitoring devices now, and
better reporting systems. ”

And ssoit goes. The scoffers are willingly ignorant,
Peter says; first, they are willingly ignorant of the events
surrounding the flood in Noah’sday. Assuch, being both
disbelieving and ignorant of the great flood (and how God
broughtitabout, and perhaps most importantly, the reason
for it) they cannot take seriously the coming destruction of
this world-system, how God will bring it about, and
perhaps mostimportantly, why. For, ifascoffer places
no thought or value on a historic fact such as the flood of
Genesis 6-8, which has already taken place as a previously
prophesied, direct judgment from God, thenhow cansuch
anone be expected to place any thought or value upon a
future event, yet to take place as a prophesied, direct
judgment from God?

Anabsolute predestinarian should have no problem
believing that fromall eternity God has had apurpose inthe
creation of the universe and all that is in it, including this
world, and He has a purpose for the sin, with its resulting
suffering and death, thatis inthe world. Also, there should
be no problem for the predestinarian to believe God has an
eternal purpose for the literal and yet-future reign of Christ
uponthisearth. Theheightof folly foramanistocondemn
what God has said without even inquiring why God said it!

C. The third of these positions, “Man is getting
worse and worse,” is shared, surprisingly enough, by
most Amillennialists and Premillennialists. Itisnecessarily
the world-view of anyone who has been given to genuinely
believe the doctrine of sin and Total Depravity, and
anyone else who must give lip-service to this doctrine,
whatever his reasonmight be.

One of the most certain tenets of our position (both as
aPremillennarian and as one setting forth the doctrinal and
editorial principles of 7he Remnant) is that “Evilmenand
seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving and being
deceived (2 Timothy 3.13).” Since this textis inapassage

describing “the lastdays”(verse 1), we need tolook atit
in more detail, or we should give up pretending to be
interested in prophecy:

“This know also, that in the last days perilous times
shall come. For men shall be lovers of their own selves,
covetous, boasters, proud, blasphe-mers, disobedient to
parents, unthankful, unholy, without natural affection,
trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despis-
ers of those that are good, traitors, heady, highminded,
lovers of pleasures more thanlovers of God; having a form
of godliness, butdenying the power thereof: from such turn
away...(2 Timothy 3.1-5).” Thelist goes on; you get the
idea, and you know whether or not today’s trends are
bearing out this prophecy.

Itisinthis context Paul says, “Yea, and all that will live
godly in ChristJesus shall suffer persecution. Butevilmen
and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving, and
being deceived.” The twokinds of people (those who will
live godly in ChristJesus, and the evil men and seducers)
and the gap between them will become ever more appar-
entas time goes on. Those who are givento live godly in
Christ Jesus shall indeed suffer persecution; and who,
then, does that leave to persecute them?

So, of the three positions (getting worse and worse,
getting better and better, and no change at all), our own
view isunashamedly inagreement with Paul’s expression:
“Evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse,
deceiving, and being deceived. ” Itis the positionborne
outinthe Scriptures, in our experience, and in our obser-
vations of society, business and economics, education,
entertainment, science, law, medicine, philosophy, society
and sociology, politics, and all worldly religion.

“Therefore thus saith the LORD, who redeemed
Abraham, concerning the house of Jacob, Jacob shall
notnow be ashamed, neither shall his face now wax pale.
But when he seeth his children, the work of mine hands,
in the midst of him, they shall sanctify my name, and
sanctify the Holy One of Jacob, and shall fear the
God of Israel. They also that erred in spirit shall
come to understanding, and they that murmured
shall learn doctrine (Isaiah 29.22-24).” This is a
prophecy thathas not yet been fulfilled, either before the
coming of Christ or after; but it will be. Israel will be
converted at the return of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Inthe rules governing debate it is expressly forbidden
to “charge consequences” against one’s opponent unless
the opponent specifically advocates those consequences.
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You cannot rightly categorize a person as something he is
not, merely because he holds a view in common with
another. Consider, forexample: AsaPrimitive Baptist, or
aMissionary Baptist, or a Methodist, or Presbyterian, or
amember of any other “Christiandenomination,” youno
doubt believe Mary was a virgin when she bore the child
Jesus. But sodo Roman Catholics. That isolated fact,
which we have incommon—the beliefin the virginbirth of
Christ—does not make you and me Roman Catholics, nor
does itmean Roman Catholics are also Baptists, Method-
ists, or Presbyterians.

Again: Primitive Baptists deny being Calvinists be-
cause we are NOT followers of John Calvin; but in spite
of every protest to the contrary, Primitive Baptists are
always classified inall encyclopedias, church histories, and
theological writings as “Calvinistic.” Because we hold
many doctrinal positions incommon with Calvinists, such
as the deity of Jesus Christ our Lord, His all-sufficiency as
the Savior of His people, Total Depravity, Unconditional
Election, Limited Atonement, Irresistible Grace, Preser-
vation of the saints, absolute predestination of all things,
and the like does not make us Calvinists—certainly notin
the sense of being followers of John Calvin. (We have
before documented in the pages of The Remnant the fact
thatit was actually the other way around: John Calvin was
heavily influenced by the doctrine of the forerunners of
today’s absolute predestinarian Primitive Baptists; yet no
one calls John Calvin a Baptist.)

By extension, the fact that we hold to the premillennial
view of prophecy, and many Arminiandenominations do
the same, does not make us Arminians or vice versa.
Because we, atleast on the surface, hold (or seem to hold)
some views incommon with John Darby and C. I. Scofield,
this makesusneither “Darbyites” nor “Scofieldites.” Were
the truth known about it, their understanding of prophecy
are inlarge measure so far from what we believe the Bible
says about it that there is scarcely any comparison between
the two positions.

Nor is something necessarily wrong, by the way,
merely because Darby, Scofield, or any other Arminian
believesit, any more thanthe biblical truth of the virginbirth
of Christ is wrong merely because Rome believes and
teachesit. Onthe other hand, a beliefis not right merely
because a Primitive Baptist, Elder or otherwise, has said it.
Thisis a factapplicable without exception to every man, of
every “denomination,” who has ever lived and spoken
about spiritual matters other than Christ and His inspired
prophets and apostles.

The oldest book in the Bible is Job. Job said, “For1
know that my Redeemer liveth, and that He shall stand
at the latter day upon the earth: and though after my
skin worms destroy this body, yetin my flesh shall I see
God: whom I shall see for myself, and mine eyes shall
behold, and not another; though my reins be consumed
withinme (Job 19.25ff).” Inso saying, he covered the
returnor “second coming” of Christ to this earth and the
resurrection of the mortal body after its being dissolved in
death. This from the oldest book of the Bible, which is
thought to date back to the time of Uz in Genesis 10.23
(cf.Job1.1).

Unless Adam, Seth, or one (or more) of their imme-
diate descendants (Enos, Cainan, Mahalaleel, or Jared)
was aprophet, or unless one of Cain’s early descendants
was a prophet, then the oldest prophet noted in the Bible
is without adoubt Enoch, the seventh from Adam (Gen-
esis 5.1-24; Jude 14). Enoch prophesied of the second
advent of Christ: “And Enoch also, the seventh from
Adam, prophesied of these, saying, Behold, the Lord
cometh with ten thousands of his saints, to execute
judgmentupon all, and to convince all that are ungodly
among them of all their ungodly deeds which they have
ungodly committed, and of all their hard speeches which
ungodly sinners have spokenagainsthim (Jude 14f).” The
uniform testimony of the Scriptures is that the saints will
come with Christ; He is not merely coming for them; and
it will be at the time He executes judgment uponall, i.e.,
Jjudgment uponall those Enoch called the “ungodly.”

What we have been advocating under the broad
banner of Premillennialism is only what Job and Enoch
said, along with what Moses, David, Isaiah, Jeremiah,
Ezekiel, Daniel, Hosea, Joel, Amos, the other Old Testa-
ment prophets said, and what the Lord Jesus Christ, John
the Baptist, Peter, James, Jude, John, Paul, and other
inspired writers said in the New Testament.

HOW THISRELATES TO ISRAEL

Do not think for amoment that I believe God will save
all Jews or Israelites just because they are Jews or
Israelites. Nor does the Bible teach that every Jew or
Israelite without exception will be saved. The Bible does
not teach either position.

A. God willnotsave all Jews or Israelites just because
they are flesh-and-blood descendants of Abraham, Isaac,
andJacob/Israel. For Him to do so would be a violation
of His own principle: “But as many as received Him, to
them gave He power to become the sons of God, even
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to them that believe on His name: which were born,
not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will
of man, but of God (John 1.12f).” From this text we
understand that those who are born of God’s Holy Spirit,
His elect children, are born directly of God with no
considerationof their fleshly will or national heritage. Even
their “receiving” Him, mentioned inJohn 1.12, is passive.
They do not do anything to receive Him. By nature all
whom the Lord saves are dead in sin, dead to God,
spiritually dead, and they can do nothing to remedy their
desperate situation. They cannot even perceive how
desolate and wretched they are in their sinful nature. They
receive Himpassively, by God’s sovereign grace whereby
He creates spiritual life in them. This life in Christ they
receive as passively as an unconscious personreceives a
blood transfusion, which in a true sense their salvationis,
for that which saves them is the gift of the blood of the Son
of God who gave Himself for them. “Not of blood”
(literally, “notofbloods, ” plural), then, means salvation
does not come through earthly family lines and ties. He
doesn’t save any Israelite because he has blood ties to
Abraham, Isaac, or Jacob. He saves no one because he
or she cantrace his or her ancestry back to these ancient
patriarchs.

B. God will not save every Jew without exception, any
more than He will save (or condemn!) every Gentile
without exception. If He did, that would again be a
violation of the same principle: It would mean God saved
a Jew because he was a Jew and not because of what
Christ the Lord had done for him.

The Lord saves not for the individual’s sake, and not
even for the sake of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; but any
and all people whom He saves,

1. Hesaves them firstand foremost for the sake of His
name, His oath, and His eternal covenant. He has
obligated Himself to save only those whom the Father
chose in Christ (Ephesians 1.3-4), whom Christ ran-
somed and redeemed by His blood (Ephesians 1.7), and
whom the Holy Spirit regenerates, calls, seals, and fills
(Ephesians 1.13f,4.30,5.18).

2. Therefore, secondarily, He saves those embraced
by His covenant of grace for the sake of the Lord Jesus
Christ, His blood that was shed as a ransom for many, and
His finished work on the sinner’s behalf.

InHis eternal purpose, the Father chose national Israel
asanationtobe His own peculiar people. “Forthe LORD
hath chosenJacobunto himself, and Israel for his peculiar
treasure (Psalm 135.4).” Nota word of this has changed,

nor willit. The Lord Jesus Christ said, “Till heaven and
earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from
the law, till all be fulfilled (Matthew 5.18).” Law here
means more than the legal system given through Moses; it
is a comprehensive term meaning the Old Testament.
Here, Christ’suse of the word “fulfilled” calls our attention
to the prophecies, a few of which are reproduced below:

“For the LORD will have mercy onJacob, and will yet
choose Israel, and set them in their own land: and the
strangers shall be joined with them, and they shall cleave
to the house of Jacob (Isaiah 14.1).”

“Butthou, Israel, art my servant, Jacob whom I have
chosen, the seed of Abraham my friend. Thou whom I
have taken from the ends of the earth, and called thee from
the chief men thereof, and said unto thee, Thou art my
servant; [ have chosen thee, and not cast thee away. 10
Fear thou not; for [ am with thee: be notdismayed; forlam
thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, 1
willuphold thee with the right hand of my righteousness. 11
Behold, all they that were incensed against thee shall be
ashamed and confounded: they shall be as nothing; and
they that strive with thee shall perish. 12 Thou shalt seek
them, and shalt not find them, even them that contended
with thee: they that war against thee shall be as nothing, and
asathing of nought. 13 ForIthe LORD thy God will hold
thy righthand, saying unto thee, Fear not; I will help thee.
14 Fearnot, thou worm Jacob, and ye men of Israel; [ will
help thee, saith the LORD, and thy redeemer, the Holy
One of Israel. 15 Behold, I will make thee a new sharp
threshing instrument having teeth: thou shalt thresh the
mountains, and beat them small, and shalt make the hills as
chaff. 16 Thou shalt fan them, and the wind shall carry
themaway, and the whirlwind shall scatter them: and thou
shaltrejoice inthe LORD, and shalt glory in the Holy One
ofIsrael.” (Isaiah41.8-16; see the entire chapter.)

“Thus saith the LORD, the Redeemer of Israel, and his
Holy One, to him whom man despiseth, to him whom the
nation abhorreth, toa servant of rulers, Kings shall see and
arise, princes also shall worship, because of the LORD
that is faithful, and the Holy One of Israel, and he shall
choose thee. 8 Thus saith the LORD, Inan acceptable
time have I heard thee, and in a day of salvation have |
helped thee: and I will preserve thee, and give thee for a
covenant of the people, to establish the earth, to cause to
inherit the desolate heritages; 9 That thou mayest say to the
prisoners, Go forth; to them that are indarkness, Show
yourselves. They shall feed inthe ways, and their pastures
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shall be inall high places. 10 They shall not hunger nor
thirst; neither shall the heat nor sun smite them: for he that
hath mercy on them shall lead them, even by the springs of
water shall he guide them (Isaiah49.7-10).”

Christthe sonhas ransomed national Israel by His own
precious blood: “But now thus saith the LORD that
created thee, O Jacob, and he that formed thee, O Israel,
Fear not: for [ have redeemed thee, I have called thee by
thy name; thou art mine. 2 When thou passest through the
waters, I will be with thee; and through the rivers, they shall
notoverflow thee: when thou walkest through the fire, thou
shalt not be burned; neither shall the flame kindle upon
thee. 3 For I am the LORD thy God, the Holy One of
Israel, thy Saviour: I gave Egypt for thy ransom, Ethiopia
and Seba for thee. 4 Since thou wastprecious inmy sight,
thou hast been honourable, and I have loved thee: there-
fore willI give men for thee, and people for thy life. 5 Fear
not: for [am with thee: I will bring thy seed from the east,
and gather thee from the west; 6 I will say to the north, Give
up; and to the south, Keep not back: bring my sons from
far, and my daughters from the ends of the earth; 7 Even
every one thatis called by my name: for [ have created him
for my glory, Ihave formed him; yea, [have made him. 8
Bring forth the blind people that have eyes, and the deaf
thathave ears. 9 Letall the nations be gathered together,
and let the people be assembled: who among them can
declare this, and show us former things? let them bring
forth their witnesses, that they may be justified: or let them
hear, and say, Itistruth. 10 Yeare my witnesses, saith the
LORD, and my servant whom I have chosen: that ye may
know and believe me, and understand that I am he: before
me there was no God formed, neither shall there be after
me. 11 I, evenl, am the LORD; and beside me there isno
saviour. 12 Thavedeclared, and have saved, and I have
showed, when there was no strange god among you:
therefore ye are my witnesses, saith the LORD, thatlam
God. 13 Yea, before the day was [ am he; and there is
none thatcandeliver out of my hand: I will work, and who
shallletit? 14 Thus saith the LORD, your redeemer, the
Holy One of Israel; For your sake I have sent to Babylon,
and have broughtdownall their nobles, and the Chaldeans,
whose cry is in the ships. 15 Tam the LORD, your Holy
One, the creator of Israel, your King. 16 Thus saith the
LORD, which maketh a way in the sea, and a path in the
mighty waters; 17 Which bringeth forth the chariot and
horse, the army and the power; they shall lie down
together, they shall not rise: they are extinct, they are
quenched as tow. 18 Remember ye not the former things,

neither consider the things of old. 19 Behold, Iwilldoa
new thing; now it shall spring forth; shall ye not know it?
I'will even make a way in the wilderness, and rivers inthe
desert. 20 The beast of the field shall honour me, the
dragons and the owls: because I give waters in the
wilderness, and rivers in the desert, to give drink to my
people, my chosen. 21 This people have I formed for
myself; they shall show forth my praise. 22 Butthou hast
not called uponme, O Jacob; but thou hast been weary of
me, OIsrael (Isaiah43.1-22).”

“Remember these, O Jacob and Israel; for thouart my
servant: [ have formed thee; thou art my servant: O Israel,
thou shalt not be forgotten of me. 22 Thave blotted out,
as athick cloud, thy transgressions, and, as acloud, thy
sins: returnunto me; for [have redeemed thee. 23 Sing,
Oyeheavens; for the LORD hath done it: shout, ye lower
parts of the earth: break forth into singing, ye mountains,
O forest, and every tree therein: for the LORD hath
redeemed Jacob, and glorified himselfinIsrael. 24 Thus
saith the LORD, thy redeemer, and he that formed thee
from the womb, [am the LORD that maketh all things; that
stretcheth forth the heavens alone; that spreadeth abroad
the earth by myself; 25 That frustrateth the tokens of the
liars, and maketh diviners mad; that turneth wise men
backward, and maketh their knowledge foolish; 26 That
confirmeth the word of his servant, and performeth the
counsel of his messengers; that saith to Jerusalem, Thou
shalt be inhabited; and to the cities of Judah, Ye shall be
built, and I will raise up the decayed places thereof. . .(Isaiah
44.21-26).”

“And I will strengthen the house of Judah, and I will
save the house of Joseph, and I will bring them again to
place them; for Thave mercy upon them: and they shall be
as thoughThad notcast them off: for [ am the LORD their
God, and will hear them. 7 And they of Ephraim shall be
like amighty man, and their heart shall rejoice as through
wine: yea, their children shall see it, and be glad; their heart
shallrejoice inthe LORD. 8 I'will hiss for them, and gather
them; for [ have redeemed them: and they shall increase as
they have increased. 9 And I will sow them among the
people: and they shall remember me in far countries; and
they shall live with their children, and turnagain. 10 I'will
bring them again also out of the land of Egypt, and gather
them out of Assyria; and I will bring them into the land of
Gilead and Lebanon; and place shall not be found for
them. 11 Andhe shall pass through the sea with affliction,
and shall smite the waves in the sea, and all the deeps of
the river shall dry up: and the pride of Assyria shall be
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broughtdown, and the sceptre of Egypt shall departaway.

12 AndIwill strengthen them inthe LORD); and they shall
walk up and down in his name, saith the LORD (Zechariah
10.6-12).” And,

The Holy Spirit will yet regenerate national Israel, as
anation, in God’sown good time: “6 A voice of noise
fromthecity, avoice from the temple, a voice of the LORD
that rendereth recompense to his enemies. 7 Before she
travailed, she brought forth; before her paincame, she was
delivered of amanchild. 8 Who hath heard such a thing?
who hath seen such things? Shall the earth be made to bring
forth in one day? or shall a nation be born at once? for as
soonas Ziontravailed, she brought forth her children. 9
Shall Ibring to the birth, and not cause to bring forth? saith
the LORD: shall I cause to bring forth, and shut the womb?
saith thy God. 10 Rejoice ye with Jerusalem, and be glad
with her, all ye thatlove her: rejoice for joy with her, all ye
thatmourn for her: 11 That ye may suck, and be satisfied
with the breasts of her consolations; that ye may milk out,
and be delighted with the abundance of her glory. 12 For
thus saith the LORD, Behold, I will extend peace to her
like ariver, and the glory of the Gentiles like a flowing
stream: then shall ye suck, ye shall be borne uponher sides,
and be dandled upon her knees. 13 As one whom his
mother comforteth, so will I comfort you; and ye shall be
comforted in Jerusalem. 14 And when ye see this, your
heart shall rejoice, and your bones shall flourish like an
herb: and the hand of the LORD shall be known toward his
servants, and his indignation toward his enemies. 15 For,
behold, the LORD will come with fire, and with his chariots
like a whirlwind, to render his anger with fury, and his
rebuke with flames of fire. 16 For by fire and by his sword
will the LORD plead with all flesh: and the slain of the
LORD shall be many (Isaiah 66.6-16).”

Jehovah Elohim—the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit—the three in One God, has entered into covenant
with Himself to save the nation of Israel.

He will save Israel onanational level, even as He has
preserved them as a nation, ever since they have beena
nation. Never forget that God deals with nations even as
Hedeals withindividuals. Shall wicked men be deposited
inhell? Thenremember, “The wicked shall be turned into
hell, and all the nations that forget God (Psalm9.17).”
This text does not at all mean that God condemns every
individual who lives in the nations He turns into hell; He
plainly says He has a people redeemed to God by the
blood of the Lord Jesus Christ “out of every kindred, and

tongue, and people, and nation, ” and these redeemed
onesare the very ones who will reign with Him onthe earth,
according to the prophecy of Revelation (5.9f). AsHehas
redeemed His people out of every kindred, and tongue,
and people, and nation, that would have to include those
nations which shall be turned into hell.

Objection: God has cast off Israel. Deuteronomy
32.15-25 says, “But Jeshurun [a representative name
for Israel] waxed fat, and kicked: thou art waxen fat,
thou art grown thick, thou art covered with fatness,
then he forsook God which made him, and lightly
esteemed the Rock of his salvation. 16 They provoked
him to jealousy with strange gods, with abominations
provoked they him to anger. 17 They sacrificed unto
devils, not to God; to gods whom they knew not, to
new gods that came newly up, whom your fathers
fearednot.” Therefore God said, “They provoked him
to jealousy with strange gods, with abominations
provoked they him to anger. 17 They sacrificed unto
devils, not to God; to gods whom they knew not, to
new gods that came newly up, whom your fathers
feared not. 18 Of the Rock that begat thee thou art
unmindful, and hast forgotten God that formed thee.
19 And when the LORD saw it, he abhorred them,
because of the provoking of his sons, and of his
daughters. 20 And he said, I will hide my face from
them, I will see what their end shall be: for they are a
very froward generation, childrenin whomis no faith.
21 They have moved me to jealousy with that which
is not God, they have provoked me to anger with their
vanities: and I will move them to jealousy with those
which are not a people; I will provoke them to anger
with a foolish nation. 22 For a fire is kindled in mine
anger, and shall burn unto the lowest hell, and shall
consume the earth with her increase, and set onfire the
Jfoundations ofthe mountains. 23 Iwill heap mischiefs
upon them,; I will spend mine arrows upon them. 24
They shall be burnt with hunger, and devoured with
burning heat, and with bitter destruction: I will also
send the teeth of beasts upon them, with the poison of
serpents of the dust. 25 The sword without, and terror
within, shall destroy both the young man and the
virgin, the suckling also with the man of gray hairs.”
It sounds like God is through with Israel!

Reply: These judgments have indeed come upon
national Israel, buteveninthe above quote is found Israel’s
hope for the future:
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A. Jehovahrefers to their end (verse 20, and againin
verse 29 and following, which the objector conveniently
ignored), anticipating their restoration in spite of their sin;

B. Jehovah will move them to jealousy and provoke
them to anger (verse 21); to what purpose is God’s so
working in them if it is not to bring them to repentance?

C. Remember that Israel was under a conditional law
covenant that cannot disannul God’s earlier uncondi-
tional covenant promises. “And this I say, that the
covenant, that was confirmed before of [by] God in
Christ, the law, which was four hundred and thirty
years after, cannot disannul, that it should make the
promise of none effect. For if the inheritance be of
the law, it is no more of promise: but God gave it to
Abraham by promise (Galatians 3.17f).”

D. Inverse 43, God ends this passage by saying,
“Rejoice, O ye [Gentile] nations, with His people: for He
will avenge the blood of His servants, and will render
vengeance to His adversaries, and will be merciful
unto His land, and to His people.”

The problem with those who quickly latch on to a
prophecy of judgment against God’s people Israel, as this
objector has, is this: There are perhaps hundreds of
prophecies of the Lord’s judgments upon idolatrous Israel
(call these prophecies of judgment “J”) scattered through-
out the Old Testament. Interspersed among these prom-
ises of judgments are hundreds of promises of His restor-
ing Israel to the covenant blessings originally promised to
Abraham and the patriarchs (call these prophecies of
restoration “R”). Thus you will have a long string of
prophecies thus: J-R-J-R-J-R-J-R-J-R-J-R, etc. Men
such as the objector love to major on the prophesied
judgments. The questionis, WHICH is the final outcome-
—judgment or restoration? Which will be “their latter
end” of which Jehovah speaks in verse 29: “O that they
were wise, that they understood this, that they would
consider their latter end!”? Which does God Himself
say it will be? It cannot be both; one or the other, a final
judgment or a final restoration, will be for ever. Jehovah
tells exactly whichitis: “And the Redeemer shall come
to Zion, and unto them that turn from transgression in
Jacob, saith the LORD. As for me, this is my covenant
with them, saith the LORD; My spirit thatis upon thee, and
my words which I have put in thy mouth, shall notdepart
outof thy mouth, nor out of the mouth of thy seed, nor out
of the mouth of thy seed's seed, saith the LORD, from
henceforth and for ever (Isaiah 59.20-21).”

E. Above, onpage7, the objector’s text begins, “But
Jeshurun waxed fat, and kicked. . .then he forsook God
which made him, and lightly esteemed the Rock of his
salvation....” Whatelse, then, does God say of Jeshurun?
Read inthe very next chapter, Deuteronomy 33.5-26,
apassage beginning and ending with Jeshurun/Israel.
(To getitinits context, read chapter 33 from the first verse
on.) Inthisextended text, Israel is blessed, tribe by tribe.
It ends with: “There is none like unto the God of
Jeshurun, who ridethupon the heavenin thy help, and in
His excellency on the sky. 27 The eternal God is thy
refuge, and underneath are the everlasting arms: and He
shall thrust out the enemy from before thee; and shall say,
Destroy them. 28 Israel then shall dwell insafety alone: the
fountain of Jacob shall be upon a land of corn and wine;
also His heavens shall dropdowndew. 29 Happy art thou,
O Israel: who is like unto thee, O people saved by the
LORD, the shield of thy help, and who is the sword of thy
excellency! and thine enemies shall be found liars unto
thee; and thou shalt tread upon their high places.”

This is why we insist that the interested reader must
read large portions of Scripture incontext. Thisis why we
quote large portions of the Bible and do not waste the
paper quoting from commentaries. If someone is of the
mind that “Long quotes from the Bible are not needed,
because we all have Bibles, just give the citations and
we canlookthemup,” 1reply: Experience—my ownand
that of others—shows that most of us will not stop reading
a magazine article to look up and read several long
passages of the Bible. We make a mental note to go back
and read itlater, butusually we donot. Onthe other hand,
when the entire passage is reproduced inan article such as
this, many will read it when they otherwise would not.

Back to Jeshurun: If someone wants to use a quote
about Jeshurun (or whatever) to prove a point (as the
objector who quoted Deuteronomy 32.15, trying to prove
“God is through with Israel ) , he should at least be familiar
with what else the Lord has to say about the subject,
beginning in the context of what Moses is saying in the
same discourse (as in this case, all of chapters 32 and 33)!

Nor do references to Jeshurun end here with Moses.
Centuries later, Isaiah renews the prophecies favoring that
ancientname: “Yetnow hear, O Jacob my servant; and
Israel, whomIhave chosen: 2 Thus saith the LORD that
made thee, and formed thee from the womb, which will
help thee; Fear not, O Jacob, my servant; and thou,
Jesurun, whom I have chosen. 3 For I will pour water



January-February, 2008

THE REMNANT Page 9

upon him that is thirsty, and floods upon the dry ground: I
will pour my Spiritupon thy seed, and my blessing upon
thine offspring: 4 And they shall spring up as among the
grass, as willows by the water courses. 5 One shall say,
Iamthe Lord’s; and another shall call himself by the name
of Jacob; and another shall subscribe with his hand unto
the LORD, and surname himselfby the name of Israel. 6
Thus saith the LORD the King of Israel, and his Redeemer
the LORD ofhosts; I am the first, and I am the last; and
beside me thereisno God. 7 And who, as1, shall call, and
shall declareit, and set it in order for me, since I appointed
the ancient people? and the things that are coming, and
shall come, let them show unto them. 8 Fear ye not, neither
be afraid: have not I told thee from that time, and have
declared it? ye are even my witnesses. Is there a God
beside me? yea, there is no God; I know not any (Isaiah
44.1-8).”

WHAT DIFFERENCE DOES OUR BELIEF
ABOUTPROPHECY MAKE?

A. Let God be true, but every man a liar.

God has said, “As for me, this is my covenant with
them, saith the LORD; My Spirit thatisupon thee, and my
words which I have put in thy mouth, shall not depart out
of thy mouth, nor out of the mouth of thy seed, nor out of
the mouth of thy seed’s seed, saith the LORD, from
henceforth and for ever (Isaiah 59.21).” This does not
refer to the restoration of Israel from the captivities in
Assyriaand Babylonia, and it cannot, because Israel has
beendispersed in blindness and unbelief for over 1,900
years. Itis notsomething thatcanbe “spiritually” applied
to the church; there are similarities of what God has done
for the church and what He will do for Israel, but similarities
do not make two things the exact same thing. This
covenant to which God refers involves putting His word in
the mouths of His children among His elect nation Israel,
their children, and their grandchildren, and their descen-
dants for ever. This has never happened yet, butit will.

“Therefore say unto the house of Israel, Thus saith the
Lord GOD; I donot this for your sakes, O house of Israel,
but for mine holy name’s sake, which ye have profaned
among the heathen, whither ye went. 23 And I will sanctify
my great name, which was profaned among the heathen,
which ye have profaned in the midst of them; and the
heathen shall know that I am the LORD, saith the Lord
GOD, whenI shall be sanctified in you before their eyes.
24 ForIwill take you fromamong the heathen, and gather
you out of all countries, and will bring you into your own

land. 25 Then will I sprinkle clean wateruponyou, and ye
shall be clean: fromall your filthiness, and from all your
idols, willIcleanseyou. 26 A new heartalsowillIgiveyou,
and anew spirit will I put within you: and I will take away
the stony heartoutof your flesh, and I will give you an heart
of flesh. 27 AndIwill putmy spirit within you, and cause
you to walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep my judg-
ments, and do them. 28 And ye shall dwell in the land that
I gavetoyour fathers; and ye shall be my people, and I will
be your God. 29 I will also save you from all your
uncleannesses. ..(Ezekiel 36.22-29, etc.).”

B. God has revealed prophecy for a purpose,
which has many complex reasons.

Among other things, “...whatsoever things were
written aforetime [including prophecies] were written for
our learning, that we through patience and comfort of
the scriptures might have hope (Romans 15.4).”

Learning: Welearn from prophecy, inparticular, that
the promises of God are faithful, even when the recipients
of the promises (Israel in particular, but no less His elect
fromamong the Gentiles) are unfaithful. Thatis one of the
many places where all Arminianism and all Conditionalism
gohaywire.

“If we suffer, we shall also reign with Him: if we deny
Him, He also will deny us: 13 If we believe not, yethe
abideth faithful: he cannotdeny Himself (2 Timothy 2. 12f).”

1. Patience:

“7 And they asked him, saying, Master, but when shall
these things be? and what sign will there be when these
things shall come to pass? 8 And he said, Take heed that
ye be not deceived: for many shall come in my name,
saying, [ am Christ; and the time draweth near: go ye not
therefore after them. 9 But when ye shall hear of wars and
commotions, be not terrified: for these things must first
come to pass; but the end isnotby and by. 10 Then said
heunto them, Nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom
againstkingdom:

11 And great earthquakes shall be indivers places,
and famines, and pestilences; and fearful sights and great
signs shall there be from heaven. 12 Butbefore all these,
they shall lay their hands on you, and persecute you,
delivering you up to the synagogues, and into prisons,
being broughtbefore kings and rulers for my name’s sake.
13 And itshall turnto you for a testimony. 14 Settle it
therefore in your hearts, not to meditate before what ye
shall answer: 15 ForIwill give youamouth and wisdom,
which all your adversaries shall not be able to gainsay nor
resist. 16 And ye shall be betrayed both by parents, and



Page 10 THE REMNANT

January-February, 2008

brethren, and kinsfolks, and friends; and some of you shall
they cause to be puttodeath. 17 And ye shall be hated of
all men for my name’s sake. 18 Butthere shall notan hair
of your head perish. 19 Inyour patience possess ye your
souls (Luke21.7-18).”

“And the Lord direct your hearts into the love of God,
and into the patient waiting for Christ (2 Thessalonians
3.5).”

2. Comfort of the Scriptures; Hope:

Weare fast moving into another time of persecution of
God’s saints. The documentationis readily available, but
one has tolook for it; itisnot on the daily “news”: Men,
women, and childrenare being imprisoned and/or martyred
in Muslim-dominated countries, in Africa, in China, in
south and Central America, and in most of the world
already, and our country will not escape. Men’shearts,
among the masses of humanity, will be “failing them for
fear, and forlooking after those things which are coming on
the earth: for the powers of heaven shall be shaken.”
Christ’s instructions to His children for this dread time
were, “Take heed that no mandeceive you...see thatye
be not troubled: for all these things must come to pass, but
the end is not yet (Matthew 24 .4-6).”

Many there are who say this chapter was fulfilled in the
destruction of Jerusalem in AD 70. It was not (buteven
ifit was, history will soonrepeatitself.). One thing that
proves this is, the abomination of desolation spoken of by
Daniel the prophet has not stood in the holy place since
Christ spoke those words in verse 15.

“And then shall they see the Son of man coming ina
cloud with power and great glory (Luke21.26f).” Our
Lordsaid, “And when these things begin to come to pass,
thenlook up, and lift up your heads; for your redemption
drawethnigh (Luke21.28).”

WHAT DOES ALL THISHAVE TODO WITH
OUR STATEMENT ON GOOD WORKS (No
works are good works other than those which God
Himself has so designated; none of the works called
good are left up to men to perform or not, at the
creature’s discretion; nor do the works of the crea-
ture, either before or after regeneration, result in
merit accruing to his account in God’s sight.)?

Consider the two-faced hypocrisy that blames the
Jews for most of the world’s problems for the past two
millennia: Israel was (and is) rebellious. Butsoare youand
I, and so is the church at large; so is anyone professing a
hope in Christ. Does anyone think for a second we who

are Gentiles by nature are a better class of sinners than
Israel? Does anyone think we will be saved because we
are a better breed of idolators than Israel?

On the other hand, why do so many “Calvinistically
inclined” believers in sovereign grace principles (all of
which principles are to be lovingly and graciously applied
to ourselves, of course, and to our church, our family,
and our friends) seem to think that the Jews must some-
how be saved by works? And why do they think that the
Jews went beyond the point of no return when they
rejected Jesus as their Messiah/Christ and cried out, “His
blood be on us, and on our children”? Most
“Calvinistically inclined” believers will readily admit,
“Itwas MY sins that crucified the Lord Jesus Christ....” In
other words, itis all right for you and me to be guilty of the
bloody, suffering death of Christ, but it is nor all right for
the Jews to be guilty of the same bloody, suffering death of
Christ. Somehow, this approach does not seem to be
entirely consistent.

Short of the sovereign mercy and grace of God,
Israel was (and is) incapable of producing good works.
Short of the same sovereignmercy and grace of God, so
are you, so am I, so is the church, and so is anyone and
everyone else, including even the angels, archangels,
cherubim, and seraphim.

Israel asanationis still ina state of blind unbelief. So
also are some of the Lord’s elect among the Gentiles. If
you have been given sight and belief, who maketh thee to
differ? “The hearing ear, and the seeing eye, the LORD
hath made evenboth of them (Proverbs 20.12).”

But Paul makes it clear, “For I would not, brethren,
thatye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be
wise in your own conceits; that blindness in part is
happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be
comein(Romans 11.25).”

In God’s own good time, He will, in a manner of
speaking, be as “finished with the Gentiles” as the Gentiles
have claimed He is “finished with the Jews.” Then, we will
all go on to see what God has next in store.

National Israel, no less than the church among the
Gentiles, will be spiritually regenerated, bornof God’s
Spirit. She has beenborn physically and will as surely be
born spiritually when the fulness of the Gentiles be come in
and “the times of the Gentiles” be fulfilled. The saints ofthe
Most High God will know when the times of the Gentiles
will be fulfilled simply by observing whether or notJerusa-
lemisstill being troddendown of the Gentiles. “Jerusalem
shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, until the times of the
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Gentiles be fulfilled.” WhenIsrael hasundisputed, uncon-
tested possession of Jerusalem, we will know from this text
that “the times of the Gentiles” are over.

In the meantime, No works are good works other
than those which God Himself has so designated; none
of the works called good are left up to men [whether
saint or reprobate, Jew or Gentile] o perform or not, at
the creature’s [whether saint or reprobate, Jew or Gen-
tile] discretion ; nor do the works of the creature
[whether saint or reprobate, Jew or Gentile], either
before or after regeneration, result in merit accruing
to his account in God’s sight.

And none, whether saint or reprobate, Jew or Gentile,
canproduce any good works without God’s working such
inthem. “LORD, thou wilt ordain peace for us: for thou
also hast wrought all our works in us...by thee only
will we make mention of thy name (Isaiah 26.12f).”

(This series is to be continued, if the Lord wills. The
following letter and reply have a bearing on the general
subjectofpoint 9 of our Statement of Principles.—CCM)

A LETTER ABOUT PERSEVER-
ANCE AND PRESERVATION

In July of 2007 we received the following letter
(NOTE: The numbers in square brackets within the letter are

references to my footnoted replies found below.—CCM):
*

June 292007

Dear Brother Morris:

I'must correct you on something that you wrote in the
July-August issue of THE REMNANT. You said, “I
know that [1] the Conditionalists are now challenging the
historic doctrine of God’s PRESERVATION OF THE
SAINTS and teaching that God’s children must perse-
vere, and they are teaching that it is “up to you” whether
youdoornot. [2] Thereisnotabitof difference between
the modern conditionalism and John Wesley’s free-will
Methodism.”

Brother Morris, you know better than what you have
stated here. [3] I assume that by “Conditionalists” you
mean the Old Line Primitive Baptists. The reasonthat]
make this assumption is because you have used the term

this way many times in your paper. Brother Morris you
know very well that [4] when it comes to eternal salvation
we are not Conditionalists; but when it comes to spiritual
walk, our peace and happiness in this life, itis conditional.
For example, Paul said, “Therefore, brethren, we are
debtors, not to the flesh, to live after the flesh. For if we
live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the Spirit
do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live” (Romans
8:12-13).

[5] This word “debtor” tells us that we have an
obligationoraresponsibility not to live after the flesh. You
cannot make anything else out of it. The statement “For if
ye live after the flesh, ye shall die” has reference to the
quality oflife. See Galatians 6. Icould go onand on with
such references. [6] One of the problems with you
“Absoluters” is that regeneration does nothing for a per-
son. Certainly we all would agree that the “dead-alien”
sinner cannotdo anything in the spiritual realm. But[7] you
people go onand teach that after we are born again we still
cannot do anything in the spiritual realm; so regeneration
does nothing for you. This is bad doctrine!

When you say that we are challenging the “preserva-
tionof the saints” is a falsehood and you know better. [8]
All of God’s elect will be in heaven, but they all do not
persevere all of their lives in a godly walk. The Bible
teaches that some of God’s children backslide. See
Hebrews 10:35-38 etc. So, brother Morris when you
write about us the least that you can do is to state it
correctly. This youhave notdone!

Sincerely,

(Name withheld by CCM)

%

Reply:

Dear Elder,

I enjoyed speaking with you last June and appreciate
the restraint with which you wrote the above.

The chief reason that I have not answered your letter
before now is that I have been looking (unsuccessfully)
for the quote I had in mind when I wrote the paragraph in
question. I have also had several months of major
computer problems, all of which has left me woefully
far behind in all areas, including correspondence and
publishing.

[1] Yes, Isaid, “...the Conditionalists are now chal-
lenging the historic doctrine of God’s PRESERVATION
OF THE SAINTS and teaching that God’s children must
persevere, and they are teaching that it is ‘up to you’
whether you do or not.” The “up to you” part, as you



Page 12 THE REMNANT

January-February, 2008

know, is nothing new among your brethren. It was the
implied denial of preservation that I found so unsettling.

Just before publishing the July-August 2007 issue of
The Remnant, one of the “Old Line” articles I had
recently read indicated that God does not preserve His
people unto perseverance. As I understand the man, he
denies that God preserves His saints to the extent that
He makes their perseverance certain.

The man’s point evidently was that perseverance is
one of the many things God leaves up to His people to do
or to not do, as they see fit. According to this form of
doctrine, the Lord stops short of freely giving His people
100% grace. As I see it, whether God stops 1% short or
99% short makes no difference; that doctrine leaves the
door open for MAN to get some of the credit and glory
that is rightly due only to God in Christ Jesus. This truly
makes salvation a joint venture, a team effort between
man and God. Isay “manand God” in that order, rather
than “God and man,” because according to the “Old Line”
doctrine, it is man who is the prime mover; he is the actor
and God only reacts, dispensing blessings or punishments
as we earn them. That is merely another mutation of the

[2] Yes, I said, “There is not a bit of difference
between modern conditionalism and John Wesley’s
free-will Methodism.” Any difference is a matter of
degree, notof principle. It remains to be seen who are the
bigger Arminians: the Wesleyans or the Old Liners.

[3] I assume that by “Conditionalists” you mean
the Old Line Primitive Baptists:

Yes. I have subscriptions to several Conditionalist
publications, and I know what they advocate. Yes, by
Conditionalists | do mean the ones who style themselves
“Old Line Primitive Baptists, ” those who are rooted in the
“old line” Satanhanded Eve inthe Garden: “Ye shallbe
as gods, knowing good and evil (Genesis 3.5).”

[4] when it comes to eternal salvation we are not
Conditionalists,; but when it comes to spiritual walk,
our peace and happiness in this life, it is conditional.

But, you know better than that, dear Elder, or you
should, because our spiritual walk IS our persever-
ance, and the one cannot be separated from the
other!

[5]For example, Paul said, “Therefore, brethren, we
are debtors, not to the flesh, to live after the flesh. For if
welive after the flesh, ye shall die: butif ye through the Spirit
do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live” (Romans
8:12-13). This word “debtor” tells us that we have an

obligation or a responsibility not to live after the flesh.
You cannot make anything else out of it.

I'have no intention to make anything else out of it. Our
point is not about whether obligations or responsibilities
exist. Our point is that no man has the ability or even the
inclination to meet his obligations or responsibilities
toward God if the Lord does not efficiently work inusto
do so. When He so works, then we will work, doing
those good works that are enjoined in the Scriptures, but
not before He so works.

[6] “One of the problems with you ‘Absoluters’ is
that regeneration does nothing for a person”:

I honestly do not know what you mean by that
statement. Itis vague. Areyousaying that

(1) [your doctrine is] “regeneration does nothing
for a person,” and we Absoluters can’t handle it?

Or are you saying

(2) you have a problem with the Absoluters because
[you think] the Absoluters say “regeneration does noth-
ing for a person”?

Giving you the benefit of any doubt as to what you may
mean, [ suppose that you mean that it is the Absoluters
who think, believe, or say (?) that “regeneration does
nothing for a person.” If that is your intention, we
categorically deny such an absurd accusation.

If I correctly surmise what you mean, then thatis one
of the problems with you Conditionalists; you get such
things exactly backwards. Absoluters believe that regen-
eration is such a radical, life-altering change that all
things (if you will pardon that biblical expression) are
become new: The regenerated saint has a new life in
Christ, anew relationship with God and His people, new
attitudes, new beliefs, anew love for God, anew hatred
for sin, new indwelling of the Holy Spirit, and anew hope,
among other things. “Therefore ifany manbe in Christ,
he is anew creature: old things are passed away; behold,
all things are become new (2 Corinthians 5.17).”

Farmorelikely itis that you meant (or you should have
meant) the Old Liners are the ones who would say
“regeneration does nothing for a person, ” except that
regeneration moves the sinner from death in sin into the
“ability” allmen by nature think they are born with; namely,
the ability to please or displease God by dint of their free-
will decisions they make and carry out entirely free from
God’ssovereignpower. “For whenye were the servants
of sin, ye were free from righteousness (Romans 6.20).” It
is precisely this freedom from righteousness that makes
depraved men believe they are free to do anything,
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including the righteousness they are free from. It makes
them think they are free to accept Christ or reject Him; it
even makes them think that a regenerated child of
graceis elevated to such heights thathis or her will (or will
not) overrides the will of Him “who worketh all things
after the counsel of His own will.” To the Absoluters’
way of thinking, thatis bad doctrine!

God does notleave our sanctification or anything else
up tous; we cannot handle such responsibility. The point
ever to be proved s, salvation is of the Lord. Thatisin
part why He hath given us of His Spirit for free. The
Conditionalists are obsessed with the peace, happiness,
and “joy of salvation”—“Restore unto me the joy of Thy
salvation...” (how oftenis this text misquoted as “Restore
untome the joy of MY salvation...”?)—butIrarely ifever
hear or read of Old Liners saying anything about the other
partof that verse, about God’s Holy Spirit being FREE:
“...and uphold me with thy free Spirit (Psalm 51.12).”

I too hope for the peace, happiness, and the
(en)joy(ment) of salvation, butif [ am denied it, be aware
that such has been the experience of millions of suffering
saints from Job and before, on, until now, and will be until
their resurrection and glorification; and their suffering was
not to punish them for some sin for which Christ died.
Before we can pray aright about our own suffering or that
of others, I trust you know that we must firstbe GIVEN
God’s Holy Spiritof grace and of supplications: “AndI
will pour upon the house of David, and upon the
inhabitants of Jerusalem, the Spirit of grace and of suppli-
cations... (Zechariah 12.10).” And, every requestmustbe
tempered with the consideration Christ gave to Hisown
suffering: “Father, if thou be willing, remove this cup
fromme: nevertheless not my will, but thine, be done.” In
seeking the “joy of Thy salvation,” dare we ask any more,
or any less, that Jesus asked for in Gethsemane?

Itwas Old Line Conditionalist thinking that prompted
the Lord’sdisciples toask, “Master, whodid sin, thisman,
or his parents, that he was bornblind?” But His reply,
which no Conditionalist or Arminian can satisfactorily
explain, was rooted in the understanding of the absolute
sovereignty of God: “Neither hath this man sinned, nor his
parents: but that the works of God should be made
manifestin him.”

Don’tblame a suffering saint for some “secretsin” you
assume the Lord is judging, as Job’s friends blamed him.
Don’tblame the man born blind for some undisclosed sin
inhisownlife or the lives of his parents. Take itup with
the Sovereign of the universe, who said, “Who hath made

man's mouth? or who maketh the dumb, or deaf, or the
seeing, or the blind? have notthe LORD?” And donot
blame Him either; and please do not blame the Absoluters
for standing true to God’s word in these matters.

[7] you people go on and teach that after we are
born again we still cannot do anything in the spiritual
realm,; so regeneration does nothing for you. This is
bad doctrine!

Our doctrine is exactly the same as that of our Lord,
whosaid, “The Soncando nothing of Himself, but what
he seeth the Father do: for what things soever He doeth,
these also doeth the Son likewise (John5.19)”; “Icanof
mine own self do nothing (John 5.30)”; “Ido nothing of
myself (John8.28)”; “He thatabideth inme, and I inhim,
the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can
donothing (John 15.5)”; “the words that I speak unto you
I'speak not of myself: but the Father that dwelleth inme,
He doeth the works (John 14.10).”

On the other hand, Paul said, “I can do all things
[there is that “all things” phrase again!] through Christ
which strengtheneth me (Philippians4.13).”

Somewhere, along that vast spectrum stretching
between “without me ye candonothing” and “Icandoall
things through Christ,” every person will be found, includ-
ing those whose doctrine is: “I can of mine own selfdo
something”; “Idoeverythingof myself”; .. .for withoutme
ye cando something”; and “the words that I speak unto
youIspeak of myself:...Ido the works.”

[8]1All of God’s elect will be in heaven, but they all
do not persevere all of their lives in a godly walk. The
Bible teaches that some of God’s children backslide.
See Hebrews 10:35-38 etc.

I'wouldlove to address the text in Hebrews, but Inow
have neither the space nor the time. If the Lord has so
willed, He mightbless me with a few comments onitinthe
near future. God knoweth.

Inone sense, itisamatter of emphasis, butitis far more
thanthat. Itis more a question of whether or notyouor I
or anyone else can persevere independently of God. The
Conditionalists say, “Yes, we can, and we indeed must
persevere and we mustdo it ourselves, or we shall lose our
blessings.” The Absoluters say, “No, we cannot perse-
vere in our own strength, of which we have none; Lord,
save, or I perish.” Butagain we say we must persevere,
not because of our clench-teethed determination of our
self-will, butbecause it is so ordained that His people shall
persevere, in the same sense that John said, “He must
increase, but I must decrease (John 3.30),” and in the
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sense of what the glorified ChristJesus told Saul of Tarsus,
after he exhausted the last vestige of his free-willism by
asking, “Lord, what wiltthouhave ME to DO?” The Lord
Jesus told him, “Arise, and go into the city, and it shall be
told thee what thou MUST do.” The same Lord told
Ananias, speaking of Saul: “For [ will show himhow great
things he must suffer for my name's sake.”

Later, Paul confirmed “the souls of the disciples. ..
exhorting them to continue in the faith, and that we MUST
through much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God.”
That is perseverance, and that is preservation, and it is
all only by God’s grace and mercy in ChristJesus.

—CCM

TWO BOOK RELEASES
FROM
ELDER PHILLIPS

1. Man Redeemed from Sin and Death (The
doctrine of the resurrection of the dead by the Holy Son
of Man), by David Bartley: This is a reprint of the 1887
edition. As far as is presently known, this is the only
reprintever done of this book. Itis hardback with large
easy toread print. 241 pages. $35.00 postpaid.

2. Personal Election, Personal Reprobation,
and the Judgment, by Elder Stanley C. Phillips. Giant
print edition, hardback, 153 pages. $25.00 postpaid.

These two books may be purchased together for a
special total price of $50.00 postpaid.

ALL ORDERS MUST BE SENT DIRECTLY
TO ELDER PHILLIPS

His e-mail address is stan1159@mississippi.net.
(No e-mail orders or telephone orders, please.)

Please mail all orders to:
Elder Stanley Phillips

1159 COUNTY ROAD 420
Quitman, MS 39355-9572

BOOK: “PAGAN FESTIVALS OF
CHRISTMAS AND EASTER”

The book, “Pagan Festivals of Christmas and
Easter,” by Shaun Willcock, is available. Thisisa
much-appreciated book among The Remnant’s read-
ers since we first advertised it a few years ago. Now,
this concise, 64-page booklet is available once more.
Copies may be ordered directly from The Remnant at

The Remnant Publications
P. O.Box 1004
Hawkins, TX 75765-1004

Single copies are $7.00 postpaid. Texas residents
please add 6.75% sales tax (48¢) for each copy
ordered.

SERMON TAPES
TEMPORARILY DISCONTINUED

For some time now, we have been advertising free
tapes of Elder James F. Poole’s sermons. Graciously,
these tapes have been made available by Dr. Thomas Jack-
son of Rome, Georgia.

We regret that, at least temporarily, these tapes are
no longer available on the above basis. Brother Jackson
has had serious health problems. A member of his family
has told us that, for the time being, he is unable to con-
tinue this labor of love. Please remember him in your
prayers as the Lord enables you.

ADDRESS CHANGE?

f your address has changed and you wish to

continuereceiving The Remnant, please notify
us as soon as possible. The U.S. Postal Service will
not forward our magazine. If you donot furnish us with
your new address, including the Zip+4 designation,
your name will probably be dropped from our mailing
list.

Whether or not your address changes, if you no
longer wish to receive The Remnant, please let us
know, and we will remove your name from our mailing
list. Thank you for your consideration.
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OUR BOOKS ARE
AVAILABLE AGAIN

e are happy to announce that God, in
His kind providence, has once more made it
possible for us to offer the books for sale again. We do
not know how long they will be available, so, if you are
interested, please order now.
The book prices as of now will be exactly the same as
before. The books we have available are:

EDITORIALS OF ELDER GILBERT BEEBE

These books contain the editorial writings of Elder
Beebe from 1832 until hisdeathin 1881. He was a firm
Absolute Predestinarian and disciplinarian. He is widely
considered to have no equal among the Old School or
Primitive Baptist writers. The books are hard-cover
bound in F grade library buckram cloth.

Volume 1—768 pages

Volume 2—768 pages

Volume 3—480 pages

Volume 4—512 pages

Volume 5—480 pages

Volume 6—480 pages

Volume 7—528 pages

$20.00 each, postage paid.

%

FEAST OF FAT THINGS
New and enlarged edition. Includes the Black Rock
Address. 116 pages, paper cover. $7.00 each, postage
paid.
%
THE SELECT WORKS OF
ELDER SAMUEL TROTT
Hard-cover bound in F grade library buckram cloth.
488 pages. $20.00 each, postage paid.
*

THE CHRIST-MAN IN TYPE
By Elder David Bartley. The bestbook incirculation
onthetypes. Covers Adam, Melchisedec, Isaac, Joseph,
Moses, Joshua, Aaron, Jonah, Boaz, David. 182 pages,
paper cover. $8.00 each, postage paid.
THE TRIAL OF JOB
By Elder Silas Durand. Hard-cover bound inF grade
library buckram cloth. 248 pages. $14.00each, postage
paid.

A SECOND FEAST

“The doctrine of the Old Order of Baptists”

Chapter titles and their authors:

“The Sovereignty of God,” Elder Gilbert Beebe

“Election,” Elder F. A. Chick

“The Willof Man,” Elder H. M. Curry

“Repentance,” ElderJ. F. Johnson

“Baptism,” Elder Gilbert Beebe

“The Gospel,” Elder Silas Durand

“The New Birth,” Elder H. M. Curry

“Good Works,” Elder David Bartley

“Romans 8.28,” ElderJ. F. Johnson

“The Church,” Elder H. M. Curry

“ Absolute Predestination, ” Elder Gilbert Beebe

“Resurrection of the Dead, ” Elder Silas Durand

“TheJudgment,” Elder Gilbert Beebe

148 pages, Hard-cover, bound in F grade library
Buckram. $12.00 each, postage paid.

*k

All books are postage paid at these prices until
further notice. Make all checks or money orders
payable to The Remnant Publications or simply to
The Remnant, and send them to the address below.
We are sorry, but telephone orders and credit card
orders cannot be accepted. Texas residents must
add 6.75% State sales tax.

ABSOLUTE PREDESTINATION

by Jerome Zanchius

This is the classic work on the doctrine of predestina-
tion. Written over 400 years ago, translated into
English by Augustus M. Toplady. There has never
been a serious attempt to refute this book, mainly
because it cannot be refuted! Paper cover, 128 pages.
$6.00 each, postage paid.

Send all orders to:

The Remnant Publications
P. O. Box 1004
Hawkins, TX 75765-1004
Phone 903-769-4822

Texas residents only add 6.75% sales tax on all books.
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A STATEMENT OF PRINCIPLES:

he following is an outline of principles the readers of

The Remnant may expect to see maintained in this
publication. Under no circumstances do the publishers or writers
for The Remnant seek to delineate herein a standard of doctrine
or views to be imposed upon the readers. Rather, we set these
principles before the readers that they may know what general
principles guide our efforts. All attempts at declaring articles of
faith will be marred by prejudices and frailty, and ours are by no
means any exception.

We believe these principles are, in the main, harmonious with
the articles of faith published by predestinarian associations and
churches of the old order of Baptists known as Primitive, Particu-
lar, or Old School Baptists the world over.

1—The eternal existence, sovereignty,, immutability, om-
nipotence, and perfections of Jehovah God; He has revealed
Himself as the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, and these
sacred Three are One; Jesus Christ was and is God manifest
inthe flesh, and in Him dwelleth all the fullness of the Godhead
bodily;

2—The OIld and New Testaments in their original lan-
guages are the verbally inspired word of God, and they are the
complete and only valid guide of faith and practice; the King
James Version is the preferred English translation;

3—The will of the eternal God is the first cause of all
causes;

4—The absolute predestination of all things;

5—The eternal personal election of the redeemed in
Christ, before the world began, and their eternal, vital union
with Him; their number is fixed, certain, and sure, and can
neither be increased nor diminished; their fall in their federal
head Adam into spiritual death, total depravity, and just

condemnation; their utter inability to recover themselves
from this fallen state;

6—The blood atonement and redemption by Jesus Christ
are for the elect only, and are both efficacious and effectual in
accomplishing the will and purpose of God to reconcile His
people unto Himself;

7—The sovereign, irresistible, effectual work of the Holy
Spirit in quickening the elect of God; the new birth is by the
direct operation of the Holy Spirit without the use of any means;

8—The final preservation, perseverance, and eternal
happiness of all the sons of God, by grace alone;

9—No works are good works other than those which God
Himself has so designated; none of the works called good are
leftup to men to performor not, at the creature's discretion; nor
do the works of the creature, either before or after regenera-
tion, result in merit accruing to his account in God’s sight;

10—The peaceable fruits of righteousness are the certain
result of God’s working in His people both to will and to do of
His good pleasure, and His people will be found walking in
paths of righteousness for His name’s sake;

11—The separation of church and state;

12—The principles outlined in the Black Rock Address of
1832;

13—The bodily resurrection, first of Christ, and also that
of all the dead;

14—The final and eternal judgment; and,

15—The bliss of the redeemed and the torment of the
wicked are both eternal and everlasting.



