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The Preface.

" F the Author of the Book to which this i an Anfiwer,
(who always affecis to be thought veryLearnad and fome-
times abundantly Witty ) had only look’d dovwn spen the
Anabaptifis with that Contempt with which they ave
us'd to be treated, and bad barely diverted bimfelf with

the Ignorance and Felly bhe pretends to find among them, I
Jbould fcarcely bave given bim or my felf the Trouble of an
Aifwer ; for this Treatment would bave render'd them not fo
much the Objeld of Hatred, o of Compaffion : But when bhis
Divertifement is cruel, and while be throws Firebrands, Ar-
rows and Death, be feems tobe mightily fatisfied with the
3 I hope mone can jujtly blame me, for endeavourirg to
twrn afide the Edg of his Reproaches by a modej? Defence.
For as little fenfe as the Anabaptifts have, they can feol when
Their Reputation 3 wounded 5 and as ignorant asthey are, bave
leerned of the wifeft of Men to value agocd Name morc than
precious Qintment, ¢fpecially when they belicve that to Do the
Truth, whichis flruck at through their fides, urder the Chs-
raller of a Fundamental Errcr.

The Love I have for Truth and Fuflice mabes e fpeak on
this occafion, that thofe of their Neighbours and kellow-Chyiltis
ans that know them the leaft, may not be imposd e to tale

themfor the wileft of Men, and their Principles for the
Worft of Delufions.

I feems flrange toat fuch a Vein of ill Hmur flould
pafs through every Page of a Book, inthe writing and revifing of
which the Author muft have [pent fome confiderable time. Few
Minds are fo clouded and dijiurbed with Paffion, but thzy have
dbeir calin and lucid Intervals ; nor will Men of a precipitant
Temper, deliberately ufe thofe cffenfrve Torms when they wvite,

hich they are fometimes tempted to utter inthe kbeat of unpre-
ereditated Difcourfe.

Tis hard 1o imagine, how a Man that as ficely affimes to
bim[elf the Ncme of a Chriftian, a5 keurcharitobly devies it

o others, conld folorg forget that Chavity ard Meekrcls ave
Az Pre-
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Preeepts effontial to that Holy Religim be pr:;feﬂc.f, and how
he could give fo odlows a Charallerto a great ‘number of fober
and religious People, which, if believ'd, might expofe em to the
Refentment of the Government under which they live, and #o
the Scorn and Hatved of their Fellow-Subjeds.

Whether My, R, has fairly reprefented them, will beft
appear when we bave attended bim throngh bis Treatife,
In the mean time the Anabaptifts bave reafon do bope, that they
have not fo bebaved thempelves, cither to their Superiors or E-
quals, os that the former will tabe amy Alarm, or the latter
any Fright, from the monflrous Drefs in which Mr. R. bas been
pleas’d o put them.: For *tis pretty well known, the Lion 1s
not fo fierce, ashe is here paineed, and that 'tis no gew
thing to clothe innocent People with the Skins of Wild Beafis,
and then to expafe them to be worried,

I doubt nat but there are many Readers, wha tho not much ac-
guainted with thofe People whofe Cau[e I defend, yes bave Fufe
tice and Charity enough to fufpend their Thoughts till they hawe
beard both fides, and Curiofity enough to be defirous of knowing
what Return will be madeto an Author, who writes with fi
mich affurance, and pretends to geod Autbority to [uppors
what be advances. -

Tconfefs I bave no greas Inclination to engage im Religious
Controverfies, and yet I am not afbamed of what ¥ take so be
Truth, or of Them who profefs and pralf¥ife it ; andtherefore
ownmy felf of the Numberof thefe People whom this Auwsbor
will not allow to be Chriflians, and whan be reproaches in fuch
Language, as the Archangel foripled to uge when be difputed
with che Devil.

Tho Ienter the Lifts with Mr. R, Ican’t pretend to any $kilt
at the Weapans be ufes, nor do I ever defire to handle them : My
Bufincfs is 8o anfwer his Arguments, and to (bow bim bis Mif-
takes 5 not toimitate bis Wit, nor learn bis Rhbetorick, I dee
fire my Confcience may be conflantly nder both the awful Autbo
rity of our Bleffed Savieer’s Precepts, who commands us to re-
turn Good for Evil, and the charming Influence of bis Exam-
ple,who was meck and lowly in Heart ; and when he was revi-
led, revil’d not again ; when he fuffer’d, threaten’d not, bus
commicted himfelf to him who judges righteoufly,
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Chap.r.
WY\

A NSWER

Mr. David Ruffer’s Book,
ENTITUL’D,

Fundamentals without a Foundation, &c.

—

CHAP L

Remarks on the Title of Mr. Ruflen’s Book,
on the Epiftle Dedfcatory, and Preface.

Bcﬁ:n with the Title of Mr. Ruffer’s Book,
ich is as follows, Fundamentals without
a Foundation, or a true Pillure of the Anabap-
tifds in their sze Progrefs and Praitice;, written
for the ufe of fuc has take ‘em for Samt:, when
dre not fo mm:b as C'hr;ﬂmm
wadamentals without a Foundation feems a very odd
Turn of Thonght ; nor is it eafy to divine what this
Author means by it, unlefs he defigns to ridicule the
Anabaptifts, either for making Baptifm a Fundamental
Point of Religion, or for entertaining fome Senti-
ments concerning if, which have no folid Foundation
to fupport ‘¢m, B If
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Chap.1.
LN

Fielw g.12.
Chi,oot,

Remarks on Mr. R’s Title.

If be counts it abfurd to make Baptifm a Funda
mental Artide of Religion in any fenfe whatfoever,
he very much ditfers from the Author of the Epitle
to the Hebrews, who when he enumerates the firtt
Principles of the Oracles of God, makes this one of
them, exhorting them to go ou to Perfeition, wot lay-
cig agaiin the  Foundation of Repeitance from deid
{Vorksy aiid of Fuith toward Gody of the Do&rine of
Baptilm, and of Lagigon of Hauds, and of the Re-
purveltionn of the Deid, and of Etcraal Fudgment.
Surely that may in fomsz good fenfe be call’d a Fun.
cdeomeatal, which ferves together with othzr Principles
or ¢ Elements to makeuap the Foundation of the Chrif-
tian Religion 3 and Mr. Rufler hinafclf in the begin-

> ning of his Bock, makes Baptiim one of the Funda-

maentals of Cariftianity.

if he means hereby to charge the Anabaptifts with
that uncharitable Opinion which denics Salvation to all
Perfons who die unbaptiz’d, as le does more than
cuce in this Treatife : This is far from bemg a trac
and fair Reprefentation of e, fince their Principles
and Pra&ices both declare the centrary 3 whereas
arcat Nombers of Padobastilts both Antient and
Modern, bave accounted Baptifm ablofutely neceflary
to Szlvation, and Mr. Rufen himfelf feems to be of
the fume Mind, as 1 fhall have occafion hereafter to
inake appear.

But perhaps he'l tell us, his principal Aimin this Ti-
tle wastolet the World know that his Treatife was
calculated to fliow that the Notions of the Anabap-
tilts want a good Foundation, And if fo, feeing he
was difpos’'d to make ufe of a Metaphorical Title, one
would think he might rather have faid, 4 Superflrafture
without a Fouirdation, which would bave rendered
their Principles as ridicolous as could well be expected
trom aTitle-page. But Fundamentals without a Foun-
dation, fecmsto be much the fame with a4 Foundation
without a Forndation, which is no very bad Bufinefs ;
tor if they have a good Foundation for their Building,
they need be in no great carcfor a Foundation for
their Foundation.

Whether Mr. Ruffer has Reafon to call his Book,
A trie Picture of the Anabaptifis, in their Rife, 1’7}{-

grefs



Remarks on Mr. Rs Title. 3

grefs and Prattice, will beft appaar to thofe who com- Chap.71,
pare it with the Life.  Some think he has more truly '
drawn his own Pi&ure than theirs, in the lively Re-
prefentation he hasgiven the World of his Prejudices

and Paftions; but no equitable Reader will for that

fuppoft him well qualified to take the Faces of other

Men, or think fit upon his Defcription to account’em

be even what the Pairter pleafcs,

And whether their Rife is not more antient, their
Progrefs and Praétice more inmocent than his Title
and Book would have the World believe, witl be our
Bufinefs in fome mecafure to difcufs in the following
Sheets.

The Deelaration Mr. Ruffer here makes of the Dea
fign of his Book, is fomewhat remarkable.  For
whereas the Generality of Authors, who are engag'd
in Controverly, propofe the Conviction and Reclaim-
ing of their Adverlaries, as one great End of their
Writingy this Gentleman baving no hopes, that his
Book will convince any of the Auabaptifts that are vive-
ted in their Principles (as he fays at the clofe of his
Preface) writes it feems for the ufe of others, wiz.
of thofe that have a favourable Opinion of them, or
as he exprefles it, that take them for Saints, wheithey
are not fo much as Chriftiaus.,  Indeed ’tis not proba-
ble that he writes for the ufe of thofe People, whom
he takesthe Liberty f{o conftautly toabufc; and he
might well fulpe® the Succels of his Arguments on
fuch poor ignorant Souls, as he reprefents them to
be: and truly fometimes they arc o far from being
fenfible of the Force of his Reafous, that they can’t fo
much as comprehend what he means. But what is of
no ufe to them, he hopes may be profitable to their
Wellwilhers, who take them for Saints, &c. I itbe
an Advantage to any, to divelt themfelves of that
Charity which s6 the Bond of Perfeélnefs, to put off that €0l 3- 14,
Grace, which Chriftians are commanded sbove alf 15
things to put ony Mr. Ruffen’s Book may beof uf to
promote fuch a Temper of Mind : But if on the con-
trary, nothing can be more unbecoming a Chriftian
than a bitter and cenforious Frame of Spirit,of what ufe
to any Man can all that Gall and Wormwood be that
drops from Mr. Ruffer’s l’cn],:s unlefs it be to make othey,

P



4 Remarks on Mr, R’s Dedication,

hap,1. take warning from thofeindecent Paffions that amimate
LA\ this Author’s Mind, ftudionfly to avoid the like Guilt 2
I have done with his Title, in making one Remark
more : I obferve, while he refle®s on thofe who
take the Anabaptills for Saints, when (he fays) they are
zot fo much as Chrifiians; he plainly intimates that a
Man may be a Chriftian without being a Saint,
which isa way of fpeaking very differentfrom the
Stile of the Apoftles, who us'd to callali Chriftians
Saints, in the Epiftles they wrote to them ; and with
very good reafon, for Sasnt fignifies Holy, every true
Chriftian being moft certainly a Holy Man, and a
Chriftian without Holinefs is atleaft as greata Para-

dox, as Fundamentals without a Foundation,

Mr. Ruffen, to make his Book appear with a bet-
ter Grace and greater Authority, fends it out un-
der the Prote@ion of two Clergymen ; the Name of
the one is fix'd in the Front, and that of the other
in the Rear. The Patronage of the former he hum-
bly implores, and the Tuition of the latter feems to
have been voluntarily offer'd him, with a defign to
clinch the Nail he bad been driving, as well as to
praife him for his admir’d Performance, which is done
very liberally : fo that the Commendatory Letter at
the End of the Book, far outvies the Praifes of the
Epiftle Dedicatory at the begioning of it, and our
Author feems much more oblig’d to Mr. Broome (his
Second) than Mr. Peck (his Patron) is tohim. [ thall
at prefent take noticeof the Dedication, and referve
theother Epiftle to be confider’d in its Place at the
end of the Book,

He firft gives Mr. Peck an account of the Oceafion
of bis undertaking to write againft the Anabaptifts,
iz, * The prevailing of that Party, the late De-
‘ fection of many from the Church, the Wavering
“ and Unfettlednefs of others, the Feuds and Diffe-
“ rences among Neighbours and in private Families,
*¢ upon the fcore of their Principles, with other Con-
** fiderations. What thefe other Conliderations are
{ will not pretend toknow, fince he thinksfit to con-
ceal them 5 but 'l venture to fay, there needs fome
what more than what he here mentions to juftify his

'S At



Remarks om Mr. R’s Dedscation. 5

Aftempt. For the prevailing of a Partyis no good Chap.1.
Reafon to induce a Man to write againft it, unlels W/ VNI
their Principles are unfound: nor is difference in
Opinionand Pra®ice infome things from any particu-
lar Church, a Defe®tion from the true Catholick
Church, (wiwich comprehends all real Chriftians) or to
be blam’d any farther than fuch Principles or Prattices
are contrary to the Word of God : nor is wavering
altogether to be condemn’d ; but while a Man is yet up-
on the Enquiry after Truth, is a Pofture of Mind be-
coming him, till convincing Reafons offer to determine
his Thoughts : nor are the Differences of Neiﬁhbours
or Families on the account of Principles, a juit Caufe
of writing againft one fide, unlefsa Man has good
ground to believe Truthison the other. For if the
Anabaptifts are in theright, they that contend with
them are to blame, and are accountable for the Feuds
and Differences that arife in Families and among
Neighbours on the fcore of their Principles. No
Man can juftly charge our Blefled Saviour’s Do@rine
with a dire® Tendency to fill the World with Strife
and Confufion 3 vet this was the Event of its Publica-
tion, by reafon of the Oppolfition it met from the Pre-

flefiion and corgzu{t Pafhions of Men, according to

is Prediction ; ink not that I am come to [end Mat. 0.

Peace on Earth, Icame not to fend Peace but aSword. 34,3539
For I am come to et a Man at wariance againft his
Fatber, and the Daughter againft her Mother 5 and the
Daughter-in-law againt ber Mother-in-law : and a
Man's Foes fhall be thofeof his own Houfhold. So that
none ought to take umbrage at the frightful Chara&er
Mr. g:ﬁm here and elfewhere gives of the Anabap-
tifts, and the Confequences of their Principles, til}
he has proved ’em to be as erroneous and vile, as he
would perfuade his Readers to believe they are. Till
then all is but empty declaiming, and begging the
Queition. -

His next Paragraph contains a mighty Complement
to Mr. Peck, in giving the reafon of putting this
Book under his Prote@ion, and that is, becaufe he
knew no fitter Man 3 Mr. Peck ¢ being moftly con-
““ cerned in the Caufe, as having (like Pawl fighting
“ with Beafts at Epbefws, 1 Con 15. 32.) been near

- B3 ¢« Twenty
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Chap.1. ¢ Twenty five Years contending with thofe Under-
“ miners of Truth and Peace. As in the Title he
has the Charity to deny the Anabaptifts to be Cbrif-
tians, here be hasthe Humanity to compare ‘em to
Beafts. By this account one would imagine Mr. Peck
had been perfecuted by thefe People, with a Barbari-
ty like that ufed againt the Primitive Chriftians, when
they were expusd to contend with wild Beafts in the
Amphitheatre 3 or at leaft that they had treated him
with a favage Ruodenefs and Fiercenefs in Words,
when engaged with him in Difputation.  But if to be
perfecuted is to be like the Apofile, and to perfecute
is to be like the Creatures above-mentioned, what Juf-
tice isthere in onr Author’s prefent Application of
thefe Charafers? Sure, he has not forgotten who
wure on the Suffering, and who on the Perfecuting
fide, within the fpace of time he mentions. If by
his Comparifon he pretends toreprefent the Cruelty
of Mr. Peck’s Antagonifts, in regard rather of the
Rudencfs of their Tongues than the Sharpnefs of
their Teeth, there is fiill room to complain :  for be-
Dides that he ought to have better explain’d himfelf,
ina marter that mav affec the Reputation of his
Neighbouys ;, be offers no Proof, nor gives any In-
ftance of their il Lancaage to Mr. FPeck : and yet if
be could bave done this effe@ually, it would have
been with no very good Grace;, for that would have
been to condemn reviling Speech in one Place of his
Book, while he juftifies it in many others, by often
miging it in his own Stile, as if he thought it the prin-
cipal Ornament of Language, Will he blame that
in others, which Le thinks worthy of his own Imita-
tion ? Or look opon himfelf as acting rationally in
doing that, which, according to his own account,afiimi-
lates other Men to Brates ?

It muft be confeflcd, Mr. Ruffen is fo far confiftent
with him{lf, asto treat the Anabaptifts after a man-
ner futable to the Character he givesthem; for one
would think he fuppos’d them to differ very little from
thofe unthinking Animals to which he compares ’em,
while he makes it his Bufinefs more to rail at them
than argue withthem 5 asif they were rather to be

driven with Noife and Blows, than geided by Reafog
| - an
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and Perfuafion. And yet fince he wrote not fo much Chyp g,
for their Advantage as for theufe of others, as the ' ~\~O
Title declares, it had been more decent and lefs un-
edifying, if he had feen good, to ufe lefs Reproach
and more Argament.

He proceeds to fpeak of an Obfervation he had
made, * That Polemical Difcourfes were {eldom con-
“ vincive, but rather gave occalion of Contention,
“ efpecially when they have to do witha People, whofc
“ Obftinacy is their beft defence againft Confutation.
And why then does he write a2 Polemical Difcourfe ?
Is Contention a thing fo agreeable to him, that he
can't forbear to give an Occafien of it, tho hehas no
hope to convince thofe with whom he contends? He
fuggeftsindeed that the Fault lies in their Obftinacy,
and perhapsthey think it lies in his Arguments; the
Reader will have a right to judg in this Cale, when
he has heard both fides.

He goes on to make another Obfervation, and that
iscn a part of Mr. Peck’s Neighbourhood, where he
fays, * Both Tecachers and People are genervally ig:
“ norant of the Principles they profefs :  and his fol-
lowing Words determine this Remark to the Ana-
baptills, for headds in a Purcnthefis (the Adyftery
of Anabaptifin being knows but toa few) What that
Gentleman’s Neighbours are I ¢an’t tell, butin {ome
other Places the Anabaptiils, both Teachers and Peo-
ple, have been obferved to kuow their own Minds as
well as their Neighbours, But it Mr. Peck’'s Neigh-
bours know not what they believe themiclves, M.
Ruffen undertakes to inform them: * Tthought fit
¥ (fays he) toinform thefe deluded People, what
““ were their real Principles and Pradices, and to fhow
¢ them their Original and Rife in the World. So
that, according to this Gentleman’s account, thefe
poor deluded Wretches, both Teachers and People,
know neither what themielves really think or a&, nor
from whence theycame. And to what Furpofc then
does he attempt their Information ? for it they are ig-
norant of their own Thoughts and Pradices now, if
he fhould perfuade ’em to his fide, ’tisto be fear’d
they’l know as little as before, either what they believe

or do,
B 4 If
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Remarks on My, R’s Dedscation.

If it be faid, his meaning is that the Teachers and
People of wham heis fpeaking, are ignorant of the
Principles of fome other Anabaptifts, which he after-
wards calls peftiferous Doftrine ;, he ought to have told
us {o, and not to have obli%;d us to puta fenfeon his
Words, inconfiftent with the Grammatical Conftruc-
tion of them, to come at his meaning. But he that
pretends to underftand other Peoples Minds fo well,
1s fometimes very unhappy in his AttemFts to exprefs
bis own ; and while he endeavours tounfold the Me-
ry of other Mens Opinions, delivers his Mind fome-
timesin terms fo obfcure and dubious, that his Rea-
ders are at a lofs for his Meaning. But if this be re-
ally his Senfe, the moft charitable thing that can be
faid of him inthiscafe, is, that himfelf ought to be
numbered among the ignorant People, whom he pre-
tends to inform; for either he muft be very lit-
tle acquainted with their Principles and Prac-
tices, or very unjuft in giving fach a Mifrepre-
gentatlon of them, as we {hall hereafter fhew he has

one.

After this he befpeaks his Patron in the following
Words: ““ If. you (fays he) and the reft of the
“ Learned World fhall accept this as the Firft-fruits
“ of my Labours, it may encourage the publifhing of
“ fome other Tracts, which at prefent are wrapt up
“ in Silence.

If thefe Tradts that are wrapt up in Silence are
written againft the poor Anabaptifts, this looks fome-
what formidable ; andif this Treatife he has pub-
lifhed be only the Firft-fruits, what will the Harveft
be, if Mr. Peck and the reft of the Learned World
fhould encourage this Coupde Effaie, according to bis
Expecation ?

In the meantime he flatters himfe.f, thathis Book
will make fome People very unealy. *“ T may (fays he)
““ without the help of a Prophet predit what Ac-
‘¢ ceptance this will find among the Anabaptifls; I
“ believe it will touch them to the Quick, and rub the
‘“ Sore hard. A guilty Confcience needs no Accufer.
“ Bafe-bornBrats love not to hear of their Parentage.
And he might to this Heap of old Sayings have added
agreat many more if he had pleafed 3 butthere’s %]ittlc

ope
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hope that the Anabaptifts will be convinc’d by them, 1 Chap.1.
fappofe it may be fufficient to anfwer his Mifapplication L/ V™)
otP thefe Proverbs, by defiring him to conlider ano-
ther very remarkable one, which is recorded in the
Holy Scripture, and thatis, Let not him thas girdeth 1 Kings
on bis Harnefs boaft bimfelf, as he thar patteth it off. 20. 11.
Heought firft to have conquer’d the Anabaptifts with
his Arguments, and then he might have trinmph'd o-
ver them with his Proverbs.
But he feerns to fufpe® that all he fays will not be
believed ; and therefore to gain Credit with the Rea.
der, he declares that be has nor made ro bimfelf a Re-
fuge of Lies, but leaves that to the Off-fpring of the Fa-
ther of Lies (by which beinfinuates that himfelf is of
a better Family) that he basbeen juft to his Authors
and thatif the Anabaptifts rejeft his Papers as Slan-
ders, he doubts not but fome will patronize them as real
Truths, andthat in this Hope be refis content. Al 1
have to fay to this at prefent is, That if a Man’s own
Teltimony for himfelf be allow’d for good Evidence,
bere is fufficient Proof of Mr. Ruffen’s Truth and Juf-
tice. However we fhall take the Liberty toexamine
both in the following Papers; for what fome may pa-
tronize for real Truths, otherstake to be real Slanders,
and every body can’t reft fatisfied in what contents
him and pleafes his Admirers.

The Preface to the Reader begins with a very loud
Complaint, importing the prefiing Neceliity that lay
on Mr. Ruffer’s Conlcience to engage in this Contro-
verfy : * When Faith (fays he) is fo much corrupted,
* and Souls fo many fubverted, who can keep Si-
¢ lence and be Faithful 2 Whillt I beliold the Word
“ of God, the Miniftry of Chrift to be amongft
€ Men, asthe Ark among the Philitines, {cornfully
“ abus’d as in the Templeof Dagon, rather than re-
¢ ligioufly reverenc’d asin the Church of Chrift ; the
“ Sacred Scriptures, the Evidencesof our Salvation,
 not fo much read in Devotion aswyrefted by Fa&ion
“ Whilft I behold the Sacramental Seals of God’s
* Holy Covenant, either pluck’d off by the violent,
¢ or defac’d by the foul Hand of Schifm and Profane-
“ nefs——1Icannot forbear to exclaim, e, Could
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Chap.r.  Could any one after fuch an Alarm as this, and what

' VNI follows tothe fame purpofe, imagine lefs than an ap-
proaching Inundation of Herely, Apoftacy and Im-
morality, ready to bear down all true Religion before
it? What a terrible Idea is here of the Anabaptifts!
And whatis the Reafon of this Pathetick Exclamation
that fzems defign'd to put the Reader into a Pannick
Fear 7 Why thele People are of the Mind, that none
ought to be baptiz'd, but thofe who traly repent and
believe in Chrift 5 and that the true way of admini-
ftring Baptifm is by Immerfion, becaufe they fuppofe
thefe Sentiments agreeable to the Infiitution of Chrijt,
and the Pra&ice of the Apofiles and Primitive Chrif-
tians,

Eot Mr. Reffeis wili by no means allow them to be
honeit and fincerein their Profefiton o for their “ Ma:
““ lice or Pride, like the venomous Spider, converts the
“ wholelome Sweetnefs of Saving Trath into the
“ deadly Pcifonof Deftru&ive Herelv. And indeed
if they have this unhappy Trick of Tranfubflantia-
tion that he talks of, no wonderif they abound in
Errors ; for at this rate all the Truths they hold will
become Errors, bythe malicious Leven of their un-
toward Minds : fo that the same Notion f{hall be
true when held by this Gentleman (for Inftance) and
falic when beld by an Anabapriit, becaufe of the dif-
ferent Rifpofition of their Souls, the one being a proud
malicious Man, and t'other a Man of Humility and In-
tegrity. For it feems Pride and Malice,like the veno-
shous Spider, converts the wholefome Sweetnefs of
faving Trath into the deadly Poifon of deftructive
vlerety.  And miethinks according to this account, the
matter might be carried yeta little farcher : for if a
parverfe Temper of Mind converts Truth into Herefy,
why may not a candid Temper convert Herely into
Truth? And then fuppofing Mr. Ruffen to have this
laft Frame, and the Anabaptifts the former, he'l al-
ways be fure tobe inthe Right, and they’l be as cer-
tainly inthe Wrong. But he had need to be very
fure he has the right Difpofition of Soul, or clfe all
will be undone again j for if he fhcald entertain either
Pride or Malice, and they thould be fincere and c¢an-
did, all his Truth will be tarn’d into the deadly Poi-

fon
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fon of deftru®ive Herefy, and all their Herefy into Chap.1.
the wholefome Sweetnefs of faving Truth. AN

After all perhaps this Gentleman will tell us, bheon-
ly meant that Pride or Malice induces Men to forfake
Truth, and embrace Herefy in the room of it ; and
not that faving Truth it feif could be converted into de-
Eru&ive Herefy. If he did not mean this, why does

efay fo? and if he meant that, whydid he not tell
us {o? 'Tis pity his Meaning keeps at fo greata dil-
gance from his Words.

I would be glad likewife to know what he means,
when he fays, he beholds ¢“ the Sacramental Seals of
“ God’s Holy Covenant, either pluck’'d off by the
¢ Violent, ordefac’d by the foul Hand of Schifm and
“ Profanenefs. I fuppofe by the Sacramental Seals,
hemeans Baptifm and the Lord’s Supper : We may
guels too by thedrift of his Difcourfe, who are fig-
nified in general by the Violent, and the foul Hands
of Schifm and Profanenefs; but what he means by
the plucking off or defacing thefe Seals, and the Dil-
tin&tion he makesof thefe two Adts, afcribing one to
a Violent, and the other to a foul Hand, 1s yet a
Riddleto me. Not to difpute at prefent about the Va-
)idity of Infant-Baptifm ; Do the Anabaptifts offer a-
ny Violence to_thofe who profefs to have been bapti-
- zed inInfancy ¢ He afterwards tells us, that Buprifurp, ; g o
imprints an indelible Charalter of Chriftianity wpon > 7
the Pevfon, which neither Schifm, Herely, nor Apcflacy
st felf canblot ont 5 and if fo, I would fain know
what realon he bas to complain that’tis plack’d off
and defacd ? Are the Anabaptifts fo unreafonably
violent, that they pluck off indelible Charaéters, and
deface that which can never be blotted out ?

But he gocs on with his Harangue,and while he tells
the World of the Increafe of the Anabapiifis (whom
he is pleas d to call Schifmaticks ) in his Neighbosrhood,
and the Profelyres they gain, he fays, * Some renounce
 their Baptifim in Delpite, and merely out of Con-
 tradi®ion to their Miniiter, whom God and the
$ Chuarch have lawfully fet over them; and that o-
¢ thers turn Anabaptifts for the Augmentation of
“ their Trade, making a Gain of Godlinefs. Me-
thinks it would not be amifs if Mr. Rujfen’s ﬂaqzngl

€a
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Zeal had a little more Charity mix’d withit. For he
that cenfures others for Pride and Malice, does not
make abundance of Humility and Candor appear i
judging other Mens Confciences fo feverely. How
came he toknow their Hearts fo very intimately ? He
would do well to think of the Words of our Blefled
Saviour, Fudg not that ye be not judged : for with whag
Fudgment ye judg, ye fball be judged 5 and with wha
Meafure ye mete, it fhall be meafured to you again,
And thofe of the Apoftle, Who art thou tha judget
another Man’s Servant 2 to bss own Mafter be flandeth
or falleth. And again, But why doft thoujudg thy Bre
ther 2 And why doft thou [et at nought thy Brother!
We fhall all fand before the Fudgment-Seat of Chrifl
&

c.
One would fuppole Mr. Ruffer might think of fome
lefs odious Principles, by which to account for the
Sentiments of his Neighbours, than Spite, Avarice
and Profanity. Indeed if he means, as he faysin the
clofe of his Period, that they make a Gain of Godl-
nefs, ‘tisa very good Chara®er ; for the Apoftle telis
us, Godline[s with Contentment 15 great Gain. But the
Train of his Difcourfe fhews that this was very re
mote fromhis Thoughts, and if one may guefs at his
Senfe, ’tis likely he aim'd at that other Paffage in the
foregoing Verfe; but inftead of faying withthe A
poltle, fuppofing that Gain s Godlinefs, he fays makin
a Gan of Godlinefs, according to his ufzal accun
cy.
But after all this Rhetorick, to raife the Attention,
and warm the Paffions of the Reader, he come
home to the Bulinefs, and more partical arfy opens th
main Caufe of this terrible Qutcry 5 and now Partun
unt Montes, &c. * But chiefly (fays he) whilfti
“ regard the fad Eftate of a diftra&ed Family, where
“ 1y a miftaken Zeal hath mifled the Wife, who be
““ ing married to her Husband near Twenty Year
*¢ and by him the Mother of a numerous Offspring
“* in her old Age, contrary to the Faith of her Aw
“¢ ceftors, hath renounced her Allegiance to Chrift in
¢ her Bapti{m, her Daty to her Husband in ber Ma-
“ riage-Tye; and whatis as difmal, the Children an
“ tanght to rebel againft their Father from théirth Me
g2
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¢ ther’s Examples, and whillt a Taylor's Widow Chap.1.
“ like a Father Confeflor, feems to be the Dire@or W/ Y™NJ
% of her Confcience,——Now the Matter’sour, a
Taylor's Widow it feems is the chief fource of that
threatninﬁ Deluge of Herefy, Schifm and Profane-
nefs,which makes fo great a Ravage in the beginning of
the Preface. And immediately oor Author renews the
Alarm, and himfelf alone attempts to ftop the Breach
with a Zeal and Charity becoming one who has a
due Regard to the Pablick Good, and a deep Senfe
of the Common Danger. “ Whillt I behold thefe
“« thir;gs (fays he) I'cannot forbear to ¢xclaim againft
“ thefe fo evil Effe@sof Schifm and Herefy, and to
“ vindicate the Caufe of helplefs Innocents, againft
 the Cruclty of thofe who would (as tfney have
“ done themfelves) unchriftian all the World. Few
People underfland what Mifchief may be done inthe
World by a Taylor's Widow, when once fhe goes
about to dire@ the Confcience of oneof her Neigh-
bours, Surely Mr. Raffen delights in extravagant De-
fcriptions, 1f a Woman that bas been married twen
Tears, and is the Mother of a numerows Offspring, al-
ters her Opinion about Baptifm, prefently the Family
i diftratted, fhe alls contrary to the Faith of ber An-
ceflors, and has renounc’'d ber Allegiance to Chrift and
ber Duty to her Husband inher Marviage-tye, and tea
ches ber Children 10 rebel againft their Father by her
Example. Can’ta Woman be faithful to the Light
of her own Confcience, but ’tis a Renunciation of
Chriftianity, becaufe her Aunceftors were of another
Mind ? Can’t fhe differ in Opinion from her Husband,
about the Subje®@ and Mode of Baptifm, but her
Marriage is diffolv’d 2 Nor fulfil her Duty to God,
but ’tis toteach her Children to rebel againft their
Father ? If Mr., Ruffen will needs bave all Women
be of the Faith of their Anceftors, why fhould not all
Men befo too, and then what will become of his
Faith ? If the Faith of our Anceftors is a juft
Rule to us, they were mightily to blame that ever
began a Reformation in the World, either among
Papifts or Pagans. And then to endeavour to xrehrifti-
an all the World (of which he without Caufe accufes
the Anabapiifts) would be fo far from being a Fzﬁ‘lr,
ak
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Chap.1. that it would be eminent jn the Rank of Virtues, if
LA\ done witha Defign to reduce them to the Religion of
their refpe@ive Anceltors.

He proceeds, and tells us, * The juft Judgment of
¢ the righteous God is remarkable, when they who in
“ a blind Zeal have been fo cruel to their Mother
“ the Church, as to eat out her Bowels by Schifm,
¢ are now given up to fuch a Blindnefs of Mind, that
“¢ they become cruel to their own Children, in not
‘ admitting them to the Holy Privileges of the
*“ Church’s Communion by Baptifm, &¢. But this
Gentleman would do well to confider that God’s Judg-
ments are a great Deep, and may be eafily mifinterpre-
ted, bothas to the Occafion and Defign of them;
and whenever they are difplay’d inthe World, are
molt fafely explain’d, by referring them tothe Di-
vine Laws and Inftitations. He may long enough heap
up frightful Terms, without convincing the Anabap-
tilts that they are cruel, either to their Mother the
Church, or to their own Children, unlefs he inake
good his Charge againft them ; and in order to this
he fhould tell them what he means by the Church, and
what by Schifin, and what by eating out the Bowels
of theChurch,y and then prove the Fa& on them. He
fhould alio prove that they are under Judicial Blind-
nefs of Mind from God, in not offering their Chil-
dren to Baptifm,and that herein they are cruel to ’em
and to this purpofe he muft prove a Divine In-
ftitution for Infant-Baptifm, or elle the blind Zeal and
Bliudnefs of Mind he talks of, and Cruclty too will
fall on hisownfide : and if his boafted L:ighr fhould
prove Darknefs, bow great will that Darkucfsbe 2 Now
whether he afterwards proves all this that [ have juit
now mention’d, the Reader muft judg ; till that is
done, the Anabaptifts will not be mucﬁ terrified with
thefe loud Accufations, and thofe of the like kind that
follow.

For when hefays, “ In wno Cefare nudti Maris,
* And in one Anabaptift many Hereticks ; and that
¢ they are aSeft as pregoant and fruitful of Error
€ (and thofe monftrous Ones) as that Holland Lady
“ wasof Children, whofe numerous Brood is faid to
“equal the Days of the Year. Whatever Wit he

fancics



