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England from the Univerfal Church for many Ages till Chap.6.
the laft Century, or elfe grant that Immerfion has not
been contrary to the Practice of the Univerfal Church
fsom the time of the Apoltles, as he has pretended.

And if the Immerfion of Infants in their moft tender
Aze,is far from being dangerous,as this Learned Pbyfician
endeavoursto prove ; what hazard can we reafonably
fuppofe there is in the Immerfion of Adult Perfons,
efpecially fecing we have a DivineCommand to warrant
it, whicg can’t be jaftly pretended in the cafe”of In-
{tant-lgaptifm, as we have fufficiently made appear be-

ure !

Let the Reader judg after this, if Mr. R. has rea-
fon on the occafion of Immerfion, to tell us, after a-
nother Author, that * the way of dipping is good
“ for nothing, but to difpatch Men.out of the World
“ and ranken Churchyards ; and whether he deals
fairly in infinnating that Caleb Fernon was fo difpatch-
ed, by telling us his Story may not be unfitly applied
bere, tho be gives no reafon in theWorld to induce
any one to imagife, that he received any Damage by
beinz immerfed.

His next Plea for the Sufficiency of a little Wa-
ter in Baptifin, is in the following Terms: ¢ Nor
“ is in this cafe fo much Water neceflary, Moral
‘¢ Conveyances require no large matter for their Per.
“ formances, a bit of Wax will feal a Deed of many
¢ Sheets, a Turf of Earth may give pofieffionof
¢ 1000 Acres ; a Pepper-Corn ma te{’cifi;'- the Hom-
¢ ageof the greateft Mannor: And thus a few Drops
¢ of Water by virtue of Chrift's Inftitution, may
¢ {ignify and feal, convey and confirm a Right and
¢ Intercht in the Evangelical Promifes. The Spiritu-
¢« al Grace may be as fufficiently exprefled by a lic
« tle Water fprinkled, as by duckingin a Kiver : "fis
¢ the Ufe and Application of the Element, which re-
¢t fersto the Effence and Subflance of the Sacrameut;
¢ a little Bread in the Sacrament of the Lord’s Sup-
¢ per, isof as much Efficacy as a whole Loaf.

But by this Gentleman’s leave, thereis a great dif
ference between Civil Caftoms and Ceremonics,
and Religious Inftitutions ; the former may be alter’d
and modgiﬁcd by Men as ttllfv fee convenient, bult the
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Chap.6, latterare not to be chang’d without a Divine Law

LV Befides, becaafea bit of Wax, a Turf or a Pepper-
Corn may be fufficient to feal, convey or acknowledg
what they were defigned for by the Laws of Men, it
does not thence follow, that a little Water is fuffick
ent to fignify what Chrift has ordain’d by his Law,
fhould be reprefented by a great Quantity, If the
Ordinance of Baptifm receives its virtue from the
Law of Chrift, then it muft be performed according
to that Law, if we would reccive a Blefling in i,
If the Law of any Country appoints 3 great quantity of
Pepper-Corns to be paid as Homage fora certain Mao-
nor, one Pepper-Corn will notfuffice; and if Chrift
has ordained thatagreat Quantity of Water fhould
be us'd in Baptifm, a few Drops are not fufficient.
The Will of our great Lawgiver muft i’m&lx. govern
us in this and all other matters relating to his Wor-
fhip. And asBread in the Lord’s Slgpcr is not fuffici-
ent for the Adminiftration of that Ordinance, with-
out the addition of Wine according to Chrift’s In-
fitution 5 nor will a lefs quantity of either fuffice than
is neceflary to the A@sof eating and drinking : Soa
lefs quantity of Water will not fuffice for Baptifm,
than what isenough for the Immer{ion of the Perfon
to be baptized, becaufe the things defigned to be re-
prefented by Baptifin, wsz. Chrft’s Death, Burial
and Refurre@ion, and our dying to Sinand rifing to
a new Life, can’t be fitly reprefented, nor our Sa-
viour’s Inftitation anfwered bv it; nor can there
properly be Baprifm, where there is no lmmerfin,
thele being Words of the fame fenfe, and differing only
in the found, as one is Latin and t'other Greek.

His laft Argument againft Immerfion istaken from
the pretended Immodeity of that Pra®ice. He tells
us, “ When Fobn and Peter baptized {fo many, they
¢ preferved all good Rules of Modefty, that they
“ were not guilty of the Impudence of fome who
“¢ baptized naked, nor intrench’d fo much on the Laws
“ of Civility, &c., as torequire Women to be plun-
“ ged in tranfparent and thin Garments. By this
and the Inftancehe produces of one Fifher of Lydd,
whomn he reprefents as having baptized Perfons after
3 very indecent manner, and by the Reﬂe&ionkhc

makes
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makes on the Anabaptift Teachers, who (he fays) Chapsé.
bave fallen more of “em under the Sinof Uncleanne[s /NN
than any other Vice, ’tis evident he would infinuate,

that the Rules of Modefty can’t be well kept by fuch

& pra®ife Immerfion, and therefore ’tis not to befup-

palped, that Fobn and Peter pra®ifed it Onthis, and

the reft Mr. R. offers to the fame purpofe, 1 fhall

make a few Reflections.

1. Itdoes not fhock me fo much, to find Mr. R. ufle
fach Terms as are fearce reconcilable to good fenfe,
as it does to find him ufing fuch Expreffions, and mak-
ing fuch Defcriptions, as are hardly confiftent with
that Civility and Modefty, for which he would appear
to bean Advocate. I canbear with him, when, on this
occafion, he calls thin Garments a Pofture inftead of a
Habit, and tells us of things that are sgmominions to
the Honour of Chriftianity, being now pretty well ac-
quainted with his Stile. But I muft confefs my felf
offended with that Air of Levitv, and thofe undecent
Terms, in which he condemns the pretended Immode-
fty of others. For the Words by which he fometimes
defcribes the vicious A&s and Inclinations which he
cenfures, {eem not fo much adapted to excite Horror
and Averfion in the Reader, as to defile his Imagina-
tion, and to difpofe him to that imprudent Temper of
making a Mockof Sin. And the true reafon why I Prov, 14.
don’t quote Mr. R’s Wordsat large in this place, as I G
do in many others, is, not to evade the Force of his
Argument, but to avoid the Mede of his Expreffion,
by which he has (Fiven too much occafion of Qffence
to vertuous Minds, and perhaps too much gratified
thofe that are vitioufly inclined.

2. That the Apoftles Fobn and Peter preferved the
Rules of Modefly when they baptized (as Mr. R. fays)
ss nat to be dowbted, But it by no means thence follows,
that they did not ufe Immerfion; for the Pra&ice of
that is very confiftent with thofe Rules, as (I fuppofg
any reafonable Man will grant. Andif itbein Fa
truei, that Fobn the Bapeift and the Apoftles baptized
by Immerfion, asI think we have proved they did,
then Mr. R. muft either grant, that Immerfion may
be eﬁerformed without tranfgrefling the Rules of Mo-
defty and Civility, or make Jebn the Baptifi ar;ld

the



133 An Anfiver to Mr. R’s fifth Chapter.

Chap.6. the Apoftles guilty of fuch a Tranfgreffion,

L VYNS 3, What he tells us of the Waters being faid to b
defiled by fome at the Inftant of Dipping, is fpokes
without any manner of proof ; and aslittle account &
bemade of it, asof many other things, which ths
Gentleman would have the World believe, for no othe
reafon but becaufe he fays it. I can’t imagine wha
brought fuch a thought into his Head, unlefs it be
fomewhat of this kind, which Polydore Virgil * re-
ports to have happend to a Royal Infant, viz, Etbe
dred K. Edgar’s Son at the time of his Baptifm. Bat
1 don’e fee how this Accident can affe& thofe who are
againft the Baptifm of Infants,

4. When Mr. R. tells us of the Impudence of fome
who baptized naked, he is not pleas’d to declare whom
he hasin view ; but gives the Reader occafion by what
is {ubjoined, to conclude that he means the Anabap-
tifts with whom he is contending. But ’tis fo well
known, with what Decency the Ordinance of Ba
tifm is adminiftred among them, that they may fafely
appealto thofe of their Adverfaries, who have any
vegard to Truth and Juftice (many of whom have
frequently feen their Adminiftration) whether they ufe
Tranfparent Garments on that occalion, or are guilty
of any of thofe unfeemly things this Gentleman
would infinuate to their Difreputation; or whethet
the manner of their Celebration of this Sacred Infti-
tution, isnot becoming the Simplicity and Solemuity
of an Evangelick Ordinance.

6. If thofe four or five Inftances of Immodefty or
Unchaftity, which Mr. R. has induftrioufly rak’d to-
Eether to blacken the Anabaptifts, were all made good

y unexceptionable Evidence, it would be far from
proving either that the Body of that People, or their
Minifters, were addi®ed to thefameSins; or that
their Principles or Praice in relation to Immerfion,
tend to corrupt their Manners. And Mr. R. knows

—

¥ Isdum baptizabatur cum fubito in facrum Fontem con-
fetti cibi Reliquias ex Alvo emififler, cradicur Dunflanis pre-
dixifie ir2 futurum ur ille quandoque ingens Patriz incommor
dum dedeculque affercee, Polydor. Virg. dngl. Hift. Lib, VL.
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it would beealy to recriminate in this kind, in a far Chap.6,
reater Number of Inftances to be found in other W/ VYN

arches profefling Chriftianity, not excepting that

go which he belongs, But this isno proper way of

arguing ; for becaufe there was a Fudasamong the 12

Apoftles, would it be juft to count the reft guilty with

him of the fameSin, or at leaft ftrongly inclined to

his Crimes ? And if Mr. R’s Inftances were all unde-

giably true, they would not amount to the proportion

of one in 12, nor perhaps of one in 12000 among the

Anabaptifts that have lived in England, nor tothatof

one in forae hundreds of their Teachers: fo that

whatever hope he has to raife an odious Idea in the

Minds of the credulous againft them ; yet that their

declared Enemy has only been able to mufter together

fo fmall a number of Inftances of this kind to reproach

them, will rather prove an Argument in favour of their

Morals, than any juft Prejudice againft themin the

Mind of a confiderate and impartial Judg.

. And that which adds vet more weight to this
lal{ Refle®ion is, that all thefe fcandalous Inftances
are taken up on very {lender Evidence: In the firfk
there is but one Witnefs pretended to the Fad, as
when betells us of the indecent manner, in which he
was informed that Fifer baptized feveral Perfons ; and
that one Witnefs not named, and the Story told after
a very improbable and ridiculous manner. 1 can’t
make fenfe of what he fays in the fecond Inftance of
a Woman at Briftel, nor can any one find out, by his
Words, wha was the Perfon accufed ; and the Accufa-
tion relies only on the Teltimony of that one Wo-
man; and fo does his laft Inftance, concerning
an immodeft Attempt of a Perfon at Dover, who
deniesthat he madeany fuch Attempt, and ofters to
vindicate his Repatation before any reafonable Men.
As to the fourth Infiance concerning Mr, Ruffel, he on-
Iy fays he wascharged with the Vice of Uncleannefs,
but tells usnet by whom 3 and favs the like of Mr.
Benjamin Keach, asif all the World ought tojudg a
Man guilty of any Fa&, if once be comesto beaccu-
fed of it. ‘

By all thefe Remarks Ipretend not to vindicate e-

very Perfon Mr. R. has here named : fome of rhcnz are
ong
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€hap.6. long fince dead, fome I never knew, nor am I
capableof giving their Chara®er, or of | :
critical Judgment of their Morals; nor is it my
fines to condemn any of them without better
Proof than what Mr. R. produces. If any one
of them has committed that Sin, of which Mr. R. ¢
cufes them, I muft fay they bad not fo learned Chrift, nat
did his Baptiftu incline them to it; butamidit the o
ther Aggravations of their Sin, the Violation of that
folemn Obligation to Holinefs, with which they bound
their Sounls'in Baptifm, is none of the leaft.

But I think my feif obliged in Juftice to fay fome
what in vindicationof Mr, Keach, with whofe Perion
and Chara®er I have been long acquainted. And firfk
of all, I make no doubt that every Man who values
his own Reputation, and has any Conlideration for
thatof his Neighbour, will count it a great pieceof
Injuftice, to reprefent a Man tothe World as ﬁuilty of
a Crime, merely becaufe he bas been accufed of it:
Now this is all that this Aathor pretends againft Mr,
Keach, for his Wordsare thefe: BENFT AMIN
K E ACH, anether noted Writer and Teacher of
theirs, hath been lately accufed as guilty of the [ame
(7. e. of Uncleannefs]. At thisratea %dan may foon be
ar;‘;ued out of his good Name : Such a Perfon is ac-
caled of fuch a Crime, therefore he is guilty of it
Was not our Saviour accus’d of Blafpbemy, Drunken-
nefs, Gluttony and Sedition, and all manner of Evil
ipoken againft his Apoftles, and thereft of his Difc
ﬁlcs for his Name’s fake ? And will any Man in his Wits

ence conclude they were guilty ? At this rate there
would be no occalion for Jong Tryals ; What need is
there of Evidence againft the accus’d Perfon, or for
him to make his Defence, if Judgment mag pa,
merely upon an Accufation formed aia.'mft him ¢

If Mr. R.would excule himfelf, by faying he pre
tends not to judg Mr. Keach guilty, butonly tells
the World he bas been accus’d of ‘this Crime : I
would ask him whether he wrote this with a dcﬁin
to make the Reader believe bim guilty or not; If he
confefles he did, then we have not miftook his mean-
ing, and may eafily difcern from what Principles he
acts: Bat with what anfaence can he go about t?_ p‘c‘r-

uade
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foade the World, that a Perfon is guilty of a grofs Chap.6.
Immorality, without pretending to any Evidence of

the Fact ? If he had no Intention to induce the Rea-

der to believe Mr. Keach guilty, how impertinently is

this Paflage introduced ? To what purpofe doeshe
mention this Accufation, and what fpecious pretence

can he think on to palliate the Introdu®ion of this

Story, amidft divers others, which he muft own, were
mentioned to render the Anabaptifts infamous ?

This Gentleman feems to a&, as if hethought, for
a Man to be an Anabaptift, was togive Hima right to
abufe him at his pleafure. But as he is greatly to
blame in endeavouring to expofe Mr. Keach’s R eputa-
tionon a bare Accufation, without pretending to any
proof againft him; fo Iam afraid he bas contradted
yct more guilt, in affirming that Mr. Keach bas been
fately fo accus’'d, For’tis ftrange that a Man of his
publick Chara&er fhould have been lately under fuch
aCharge, and yet his Neighbours and Acquaintance
entirely ignorant of it, till Mr. R. who lives very
diftant from bim, and perbaps never faw him, can
farnith the World with® an account of the matter.
Since Mr. Keach has lived in and near the City of
London, which is more than 30 Years, he hashad a-
nother manner of Chara@er, than what this Gentle-
man would faften on him 3 and whatever Mifchief he
defigns bis Name among thofe that know him not, I
can affure him his own Credit is likely to fuffer by the
Calumny, wherever Mr, Keachis known ; who de-
fires Mr. R. toname thePerfon if he can, thatever
accus'd him cither formerly or lately, of any fuch
Crimes as he fuggefts.

Whether this Accufation is a Fi®tion of Mr, R’s
own Brain, or had any other Authar, I fhallnot de-
termine : but ’tis certain that three Perfons of good
Credit, viz. Mr. Thomas Carry, Mr. Fobn Latter, and
Mr. Samuel Newman, teftify, that they took an Op-
portunity to wait on Mr. Ruffen, to know the reafon
of his inferting this fcandalous Story 3 that Mr. R. at
firft ftifly denied that he had wrote any thing againft
Mr. Keach ;, but when they produced his Book, and
fiewed him the Words abovementioned, heendea-
voured to excufe it, by telling them it was reported

to
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Chap6. tohim by another hand, and when urged to declare
LV his Author, heabfolutely refus’d to doit. _

What has been faid, I hope is fufficient to convince
any intelligent Man, that Mr. R. has not acted with
all that Ingennity and Sincerity which would have be-
come him, in taking the Courfe he has done to defamg
Mr. Keach, who could eafily obtain many hundreds
of hands inand about the City of London, to certify
the Clearnefs of his Reputation, as tothat Crime
which Mr. R. would faften on him, or any thing like
1t.

Mr. R. concludes this Chapter with a profane Ci-
tation out of Fludibras : but this Burlelque Writer and
Poor Robin’s Almanack, which he allo quotes, pag. 64,
will fcarce pafs for Authors of great account in a Con-
troverfy of this kind 3 and I can’t chufc but defire Mr.R.
ferioufly to confider, whether he reckons his ufing thele
Lines of Hudibras, to ridicnle a Sacred Ordinance of
our Bleffed Saviour, will give hima pleafing Refle®i-
on, when he thinksof giving an account of his Wards
and AQions at the Great Tribunal. Canhe fuppofe
Profane Jefting will elcape a Cenfure at that awful
Bar, thoaccompanied with .the moft lively Sallies of
Fancy ? Nay can Mr. K. imagine that himfelf fhall
get much Reputation among Men, by borrowing a
few Lines from Hudibras, to fuch a purpofe as may
entitle him iudeed to that Author’s Profanenefs, but
without giving him any fhare in his Wit ?

I have nothing farther to add in this Chapter, but
only fome autient Teftimonies, to prove that Baptifm
by Iminerfion is no late Invention (tho Mr. R. con-
demnsit as Novel) as well as the Conceflions of di.
vers modern Pedobaptifts of no mean Figure, who ac-
knowledg Immerfion, to have been the antient Pra&ice
of the Chriftian Church.

Barnabas fays, “* They are bleffed, who fixing
““ their hope on the Crofs have gone down into the
“ Water And a little after,—* We defcend in-
“ to the Water full of Sins and Defilements, and

w* Mardews ok 60 Ty savesv SAmGarzes zaréCncar eis 78
7184

“ come
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“ come up out of it, bringing forth Fruit, having in Chap.6.
:our Iiearts the Fear and Hope which isin Jefus, L\

Cc”.

Hermas in his Vifion of the building of the Church
Trivmphant reprefented by a Tower, has thefe
Word‘se concerning the Explication that was made to
him: “ 1 What are the reft of the Stones, which
“ fell by the Water’s fide, and could not beroli'd in-
“ tothe Water? They are fuch as bave heard the
“ Word,and were willing to be baptized in the Name
“ ofthe LORD ; but when they call to mind what
“ Holinefs is requird in thofe who profe(s the Truth,
“ withdraw themfelves, and again walk according
“ to their own wicked Inclinations.——And in ano-
ther place—*¢ || Before a Man receives the Name of
“ the Son of God, he is ordain’d to Death; but
“ when he receives that Seal, heis freed from Death,
“ and delivered unto Life : Now that Seal is Water,
“ into which Men defcend under an Obligation to
:: ][,)'efath’ but afcend out of it being appointed to

ife.

The Termsof going down into the Water, and com-
ing upowt of it,inthe former of thefe Authors, and in
the latter the Figurative Defignation of Baptifm by
Stones volled into the Water, in oppofition to a bare de-
fircof Baptifn, reprefented by Stonesby the Warer'’s
fide, as well as the Defcent into the Water under an

¥ "Huers up ramuCairopsy o's 15 JSwg Yuorres duaerioy
X} fuTrs, K avafBaivousy ygomopoekrTss, ey Th kag g nusy v
ocler 4 Wy awide ofs 7ov Inawy ¥povres. Barnab. Epift.
ap. 1L,

l-;-' Cateri verd qui cadebant juxea aquas, & non poteranc
volvi in aquam, qui funt? 1i funt qui verbumaudierunt, vo-
Jentes baprizari in Nomine Domini, quibus cumvenitin me-
moriam fan&itas veritatis, rerrahune fe, ambulanque rurfus
poft defideria fua fcelefta.  Herma Paftoris, Lib. 1 Vif. 3.
Seét. 7.

CR znthuam enim accipiat homo nomen Filii Dei, mord
deftinarus eft ; at ubi accipicillud Sigillum, liberatur a morte,
& traditur vicz.  Ilud autem Sigillum aqua eft, in quam de-
foendunt homines morti obligati, afcenduat verd vitz affigna-
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Chap6, Obligation to Death, and Afcentout of it under a

VN Atppointment to Life, plainly fhew that they fpeak
of the Adminiftration of this Ordinance by Immerfion
and Emerfion, as reprefenting a Burialand Reforredi
o,

Tertullian defcribing the manner of baptizing us'd
in his Time fays, Mens Minds were barden’d againf
it, “ * Becaufe the Perfon [to be baptized] was
“ brought downinto the Water without Pomp, with-
“ outany new Ornament or fumptuous Preparations,
“ and dip’d at the Pronunciation of a few Words—
Again— 1 There is no difference (‘fays he) whether
““one is walhed in the Sea or ina Pool, ina River or
t ina Fonotain, in a Lake or ina Channel; norisa-
“ ny diftin®ion to be made between thofe whom
“ Fobndipd in Fordan, and thofe whom Peter dipd
“ in the Tiber, unlefs itbe fuppos’d that the Eunuch,
¢ whom Philip dip'd in the Water, which they hap-
¢ pen'd to meet with on the Road, thereby eobtain’d
¢ more or lels Salvation.

““ || We are buried with Chrift (fays Gregory Nazs-
% anzen) by Baptifm, that we may alfo rife again with
“ him ; we delcend with him, that we may alfo be lif-
““ ted up with him ; we afcend with him, that we may
¢ alfo be glorified with him.

And Bafil (ays, ¢ ** By three Merfionsand asma-

™

* Qluoniam tanta fimplicicate fine pompa, fine apparatu
novo aliquo, denique fine fumptu, homo in aqua demiflus,
& inter pauca verba tintus, &c. Tertul. de Bapt.cap. 2.

T —Nulla diftinttio eft; mari quis an ftagno, flumine an
fonce, lacu an alveo diluatur ; nec quicquam refert inrer eos,
quos Joannes in Jordane, & quos Petrus in Tiberi tinxit,
Nifi & ille Spado, quem Philippus inter vias fortuica aqua
tinxir, plusfalucs auc minus reculic.  Idem de Bapt. cap. 4.

| Zvvrpaur Xess it 78 BarTiouar@, fva ¥ ovrava:
souey. avykaTErdousy, iva x5 sunnaldusr®  urdvtafausy,
vy ovvdofadduer. Greg. Nazianz. Orat. go.

** Ey 7ei0i 1uis ndadowar 1 icaptBuoss rals emmmicea
™ etisa WosHeroy 73 BarlicuarQ Tikewras, i) 7% farda
Ty TUres 'cJEanom&ﬁ, G T J@_gdb’m 7 Qsyresigs yusJue
x5 owriSmar ¢ Conlilopsver.  Bafil, M, de Spirit. S
adp. XV,
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® ny Invocations, the great Myfterv of Baptifm is Chap.6.
“ accomplifl’d 5 that both the Figure of Death may \
“ be reprefented, and that thofe who are haptized may

“ have their Souls enlightened by the Tradition of the

% Divine Knowkdg.

Chryfoftome tells us, < * To be baptizd and plung’d
& into the Water, and then to emerge or rife out of
% it again, is a Symbol of our Defeent into the
“ Grave, and of our Afcent out of it. And thercfore
“ Paul calls Baptifm a Burial, when he fays, we are
% therefore buried with him by Baptifm into Death,

And he fpeaks to the fame purpofe, in his 26:h
T Homily on the Gofpel of Fahn.

K Ambrofe fpeaking of the manner of baptizing,
and the catechizing preceding it, thas exprefles him-
felf , ¢ Thou wait asked, %)od- thou believein God
« the Father Almighty ? Thou fidft I do believe,and
© waft dip’d, that is, thou waft buried. Thou waft
“ asked again, Doft thou believe on our Lord Jefus
“ Chriit and his Crucifixion ¢ Thou {aidft I believe,
“ and waft dip’d again, and fo waft buried with Chiift,
“ Thou walt interrogated the third time, Doft thou
“ alfo believe in the Holy Spirit ? Thou anfweredit,
“ 1 believe, and waft dip’d the third time.

This trine Immerfionis fpuken of by many of the anti-
entFathers,and was practis’d pretty carly in ewe church,
tho there is no Paffage of Scripture that pre senvsit,
1tis fufficient to my prefent Defign, that the forecued
Teltimonies, together with fome others that hivs ' een
mentioned before on another Account, which ate alfo
full to this purpofe, prove Immerfion to have been the

* T3 0 Canliledus &) wareddidut d7a dravev s &
ois dd% rgTaliavws esi aUpLoroy, x) ¢ Ludiey dvadls 42
migoy 70 Barligpa 5 TavA@ rard, Aégev, Zuvreropmusy
Y avrd Lo 18 BarlispuarC s & Bavaror. Chiviottom.
Homil. XL. in L. Ep. ad Coirinth. Tom, [1l. pag. s14. Edit.
E:on.

+ Tom. 1I. pag. 656, Edir. Ezon.

II Interrogatus es, credis in Deum Patrem Omnipotentem ?
Dixifti, credo, & merfifti, hoc eft fepuleus es, v Ambrof;
de Sacrament. lib. 2. cap. 7.

L Ofe



146 An Anfver to Mr. R’s fifth Chapter.

Chap.6. ordinary Modeof baptizing for three or four Centu-
L~ ries after Chrift.  To which I might add many more
from thofe who lived in the fame, and divers fucceed-
ing Ages, were it needful : But fince many Learned Pz-
dobaptifts have confeffed, that Immerfion was pradi-
fzd for many Ages after Chrift 5 and fince ’tis notort-
ous, thatitis continued in the Greek Church to this
Day, 1 fhall content my felf with the Addition of
the Acknowledgments of fome later Authors, whole
Conceflions on this Head may be well accounted unex:
ceptionable Evidence, fince nothing but the Force of
Truth could oblige them to fpeak that which feems fe
verely to refled on their own Pradtice. ‘
Grotins {peaking of Baptifm fays thus : ¢ * That this
“ Rite was wont to be perform’d by Immerfion,and not
““ by Perfufion, appears both from the Propricty of
¢ the Word, and the Places chofen for its Admint
“ ftration, Fobn 3.23. Ai.8. 38 and the many
“ ANufions of the Apoftles, which camnot be refer'd
¢ to fprinkling, Rom, 6.3, 4. Col. 2.12. The Cuitom
“ of Perfulion or Afperfion, feems to have obtained
¢ fome time after in favour of thofe, who defired
* devote themlelves to Chrift, when they lay fick of
** {ome dangerous Difeale, and thefe were calied Ch-
““ nicks by other Chriftians, See Cyprian's Epiftle to
¢ Mugnus to this purpofe.  And it ought not to {eem
¢ ftrange, that the antient Latin Authors ufe the
““ word ringere for baptizare, feeing the Latin word
““ tingere both properly and commonly fignifies the
“¢ fame as merfare to immerfe or plunge.

¥ Merfatione anzem non perfufione agi folicum hunc ritum,
indicat & vocis proprietas, & loca ad eum ritum deledt,
Foban 3. 23. AM.8. 38, & zlluliones mulex Apoftolorum qua
ad Adfperlicnem refcrri non poffunt, Rom.é6.3, 4. Col 2,
12, Serius aliquanto invaluilfe videtur mos perfundendi
five afpergendi 1n ecrum gratiam, qui in gravi morbo cuban-
tes nomen dare Chriito expetebant, Guos czrerl aazymss vo-
cabant. Vide Egiftolam Cypriani ad dagnum. Quod autem
tingere pro baptizare ufurpant Latini veteres mirum videri
non debet, cum Latine tingendi vox & preprie, & plerume
gue idem valeat quod merfare.  H. Grotii Annot. in Mat,

. G
’ T Kee
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Keckerman bas thefe Words : ¢ * We cannot deny Chap.6,
“ that the firft Inftitation of Baptifm did confift in L AN
“ Immerfion, and not Afperfion, which isvery evi-
“ dent from the 6th Chapter of the Romans, wver. 3, 4
tho he afterwards pretends, that the Church may dif-
penfewith this, and [prinklein cold Countries: but by
what right the Church may difpenfe with a Divine In
ftitution, is another Queftion.

Daille fpeaking of Baptifmas a Sign of our Regenc-
ration, thus expreffeshimfelf: ¢ T Becaofe this Rege-
“ neration of Believersconfiftsof two Parts, the pur-
“ tingoff the Old Mun, and the putting onthe New
“ the Death of Sin, and the Life of Righteoutnefs in
% us, the one reprefented by the Death and Burial of
“ Chrift, the other by his Refurre®ion, and hisen-
“ tering into a flate of a new and immortal life;
“ hence the antient Chriftians more clearly to ducy -
“ pher this Myftery, were wont to plunge thofe
“ whom they baptized in the Water, from mder
“ which they immediately came forth, avd cloth’'d
“ themfelves again. For their plunging wasa Figure
“ of their Spiritnal Sepulture, by whichthey madea
“ kind of Proteftation, to leave as it were at the bot-
“ tom of this Typical Tomb their former Life, ftain-
“ ed with the Pollutions of Sin and Idejatry, which
“ they had been putting off by the Profeflion of the
“ Chriftian Religion ; juft as the LORD Jefus left
“ in his Sepulcher that terreftrial and mortal Life,

“ which he led here below during theDays of hi':’ffﬂ;i
1

* Non poffumus diffiteri primam [Inftitutionem Baptifmi
Immerfione, non vero Adfperfione conftitifle, quod diterte
patet cx cap.6. Rom. ver. 3, 4. Keckerman. Syft. Theolsg.
kb, IIT, cap, 8.

t Parceque cette regeneration des fidéles confifte endeux
parties, le depouillement du wieil homme, & le revétement du
nonvean, la mort du peche, & la vie de la juflice en nous ; I’
une reprefentée par la mort & Sepulture de Chrift, ausre par
fa refurreftion, & fon érat en une vie nouvelle & immortelle 5
de 12 vient queles anciens Chrétiens, pour figurer ce miftére
avec plus de clareé avoient accoutumé de plonger ceux qu'ils

batizoient dans I'cau ; de deffous laquelle ils foreoient cn-
) L3 fuite
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* And on the other hand, asthey immediately rofe
“ up from under the Water to breathe againin the
¢ Air, and to refume their Clothes, this wasan I
“ mageof their Spiritnal Refurre&ion, which figni
‘¢ fied, thatasthe LOR D Jefus Chrift being once
“ come out of his Tomb, immediately liveda Ce
“¢ leftial and Immortal Life; fo they having quitted
¢ the Sepulcher of Ignorance and Sin, inwhich they
‘¢ had been {o long immers'd, would for the time to
“ come lead a new Life in Holinefs, Righteoulnefs
¢ and Truth, without ever returning to the Impurities
¢ of their precedent Life, or to fpeak more properly,
“ of their precedent Death.
“ It is very likely that the Obfervation of this Cafs
tom pradis’d heretofore in the greateft part of the
antient Charch, and to this very day conitantly re:
tain'd by the Greek Chriftians and Aufcovires, was

“ founded

o~

<
¢
[

-~ N

fuite & fe revéroient. Carce qu'ils éroient plongez éroir une
fgure de leur Sepulture Spirituelle, par laquelle ils faifoient
comme une proteftation de laiffer au fonds de ce tombean
typique leur premiere vie, tachée des ordures du peché &
de 'Idolatrie, laquelle ilsvenoient de dépouiller parla Pro-
feffion du Chriftianifme ; en Ja méme maniere que le Seig.
neur Jefiis quitea dans fon Sepulcre la vie terreftre & mortelle
qu’i] avoit menée ici-bas, durant les jours de fa chair.

Et de P'autre partce qu'ils s* élevoient enfuite de defions
Peau pour retpirer, & reprendre Pair & leurs habits, &toit une
image de leur refurredtion Syiriruclle, qui fignifioit, que comme
le Scigneur Jefus Chrift érant une fois forti du rombeau, a vé-
cuen fuite d'une vie celefle & immortelle ; de mémes éuans
fortis du Sepulcre de I' ignorance & du peché, od ils avoient
été plongez filong tems, ils meneroient 31 avenir une vie
nouvelle en fainceté, jufticé & verité, fans retourner jamais
aux impuretez de leur vic précedente, ou pour mieux dire, de
Ieur précedente mort.

H y a grande apparence que I'obfervation de cette contume
pratiquée aurrefois en la plusgrande parue de 'ancienne E-
glife, & encore aujourdui conftamment retenue par les Chré-
tiens Grecs gy Mofcovites, a éte fondee fur ces belles & divie
nes allufions qu'y faic I’ Apdtre S. Paul, en divers lieux, com-
me lors qu'il dit, que nows avous été batizés enla mort de
Chrift, que nous [emmes enfevelis avec lui en [a mort par le ba-

teme,
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 founded on thofe divine and excellent Allufions made Chap.6.
“ by the Apoftle St. Paul in divers Places, aswhen he
) fays,that We are baptized inte the Death of Chrift that Rom. 6. 3,
* we are buried with bim snto bis Death by Baptifm 5 4, $
© that as be wasraifed from the dead by the Glory of the
:“ Eather, we dlfo fbould walk in Newnefs of Life 5 that
o have been planted with bim inthe Likenefsof bis

Death and Refurreftion: When he commands us Eph.g.22.
% to put off the Old Man, and topur on the New, creas
% ted after God in Righteoufnels and true Holinefs
* and when he protelts, thatWe all who are baptiz.eé Gal.3.27,
® have pus on Chrifd,

Monlieur Morus in one of his Sermons, on the
g1t Sedtion of the Catechifm, us'd by the Reformed
in France, telis his Auditory, That * * Baptifm was
“ formerly celebrated by plunging the whole Body in
 Water, and not by cafting a few Drops of Warer
* on the Forehead, that reprefenting Death and the
¥ Refurre@ion much better than this, And in his Ser-
mon on 2 Cor, 4. 7. he again declares after what man-
ner this Ordinance was folemnized in the Primitive
Time : “ t That Baptifm (fays he) which is the

g

t¢tme, a fin que comme ileft refuffcité des morts par lagloire du
Pere, nous anffi marchions en nowveauté de vie 5 que nois aveus
été faits une méme plante avec luy par la conformité de fa mort,
dy de farefurvedtion, lotfqu’il nous commande de dépouiller
le vieil homme, (o de revétir le nouveau creé felon dieu en juflice
¢y vraye Sainteté ; lors quil protefte que nous toks qui fom-
mes batizez fommes revétus de Chrift.  Sermons de Monfieur
Daillée fur le Catechifme des Eglifes Reformés, Tom. 3éme
Serm. fur. la Sed&. 4.

* Autrefois le Batéme fe celebroic en plongeant tout le
corps dans Peau, & non pas en jerrant quelques gouttes d’
eau fur le front, ce qui reprefentoic beauccup mieux la more
& larefurrettion. Sermons de Monfieur Morus fur le Catechif-
me, deuxiéme partie, P. 193

1 Le Batéme qui eft le Lavement de regeneration, fe ce-
lebroit alors, non par Tlafperfion de quelques gourtes d'eau
fur le fronc maisen plongeant dans les eaux les corps tout en-
tiers ; & celle nous reprefentoir admirablemenc bien que I’
homme devoit etre regeneré tout entier, & non pas ¢n partic.

Sermans Choifis de Monfieur Morus, p. 606, 607,
L 3 114 “rafh.
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Chap.6. “ wafhing of Regeneration, was then celehrated not
VYN by fprinkling a tew Drops of Water on the Fore
‘“ h¢ad, but by plunging the whole Body inthe Wa-
‘“ ter, which admirably well reprefented that Men
“ oughtto be,not only inpart but, totally regenerated.
Cuicellews in like manner fpeaking of Baptifm has
thefe Words : *“ * This Ceremony was performed by
¢ the Demerfion of the whole Body into Water, and
“ not by the fprinkling of a few Drops, as is now
““ done: For John was baptizing in AEnon near Salim
“ becanfe there was much Water, and they came
“ werebaptized, John 3. 23. Nor did the Difciples
““ who were fent out by Chrift, adminifter Baptim
¢ afterwards any other way 5 and this is more agree-
“ ablc tothe Signification of this Ordinance, Rom.6.
“ 4. Therefore I am of opinion, we ought to en-
““ deaveur to reftore and introduce this Primitive
k¢ Rite of Dipping, if it may be done without Offence
< to the Weak; if not, it feems better to tolerate
¢ this Abufe,than to make a Difturbance in the Church
¢ abeut it.

Philippus a Limborch fays, ° 1 Baptifim confifls in
¢ the Ablution, or rather Immerfion of the whole
“ Body into Water. For formerly thofe who were
£ to be baptized, were wont to be totally inmerfed
¢ in Water, as may be evinced from AMat. 3. 6,&

* Peragebatur autemifta Ceremonia per totins Corporis in
aquam demerfionem, nonautem per paucarum guttarum (ut
hodie fit) afperfionem 3 Erat enim {y Foannes baptizans in
ABnon juxta Salim, quia aque mults erant illic, (o veniebant
¢ baptizabantur, Joan. 3.23. Nec alio modo poftea difci-
puli a Chrifto miffi baptifmum adminiftrarunt, idque conve.
nientius eft ejus fignificationi, Rom. 6.4. Adnitendum ita-
que arbitror ut priftinus immergendi ritus, fi id abfque infir-
morum offendichlo fierl poffic, reducawur & introducacur :
alias praftare videtur abufum iftum rolerare, quam turbasid-
circo in Ecclefia excitare,  Curcellei Relig. Chrift. Inffitut,
lib. V. cap. 2.

* Confiftit izaque Baptifimus in ablutione, vel potius Im-
merfione totius corporisinaquam. Olim enim baptizandi to-
to corpore aquz immergi folebant, uti ex Mat. 3. 6,& 16.
Foan. 3.23. Ador, 8,38, aliilque locis liquere peteit. B

16,



An Anfwer to Mr. R’s fifth Chapter. 151

“ 16, Fohn 3. 23, At 8. 38. and other Places~——— Chap.6.
And a little lower mentioning the Words of the Apor W/
ﬁ!:f Rom. 6. 3, 4. & Col. 2. 12. where Chriftians are

faid to be buried with Chrift by Baptifm, ¢c. he

adds, *“* And that this mightbe more plainly adum-

“ brated, it was cuftomary in the Primitive Times,

“ for thole that were baptized,to remain a little while

“ under the Water as if they were dead, and as it

“ were buried; after which they fuddenly emerg’d,

“ rifing again as it were toanew Life, being walhed

“ from their former Pollutions,

It were no hard matter to detach a great number of
Teftimonies of this kind from the Writings of Fo-
reign Divines, but I have not room to mention many
of themin this little Tra& ; nor isit neceflary, fince
we have the concurrent fenfe of fo many great Men
of our Own to confirm what has been advanced to
prove that Baptifm cught to be adminiftiredby Im-
merf{ion,

The Affernbly of Diviucs in their Annotations on thofe
Words of the Apoftle [Burizd with him by Bapti{fm] Rom.5.4.
deliver their Opinioninthefe Terms, ¢ In this Phrafe
¢ (fay they) the Apoftle feemeth toallude to the antient
“ mannerof Baptifm, which was to dip the Parties
‘ baptized, and asit were to bury them under the
© Water for awhile, and then to draw them out of
¢ it, and liftthem up, to reprefent the Burial of our
“ Old Man, and our Relurre@ion to Newnels of
© Life. And on the following Words they {peak to Ver s
the {ame effect.

The Learned Fojeps Mede in his Diatribe on Tir. 3.

5 frankly owns, © There was no fuch thing as Sprink-

ling, or pasmiouis ufed in Baptifm in the Apoftles
¢ Times, nor many Ages after them.

Dr. Jeremy Taylor, Bithop of Down and Conner,
fays, ¢ A Cuftom iy the Adminiftration of a Sacrament

T Utque id plenius adumbraretur, moris fuit ininitio, ut
baptizaci aliquantuium fubaqua morarentur, ranguam morgii
& quafi fepulei; tum fubiro inde emergerent quafi in novam
vitam, ablutis prioribus fordibus, refurgentes.  Philip, g Lin-
borch, Theoleg, Chriftian, 16, V. cap. 67, Seél 12,

Ly  Intre-
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Chap.6. ¢ introduced againft the Analogy and Myfltery, the
L™V ¢ Purpofe and Signification of it, cught not to be com:

Apud Eu-
feb. lib. 6.
€ap. 43.

¢ plied with. I inftanc’d before (fays he) in a Caftom
¢ of the Church of England, of {prinkling Water upon
¢ Tufants in their baptiim 3 and I promis'd to confider
© it avain, Buptizabant emim veteies, non manibus [uis
“ aguam baptizando afpergentesy [ed trina Immerfione
“ hoc FEwangelii [cquentes, afcendit ex agua ergo de-
€ fcenderar y ecce Immerflo non Afperfio, {aid Feremy
¢ the Patriarch of C. P. firaightway Tefus went up osit of
€ the Water, faith the Golpel: Hecamie up, therefore
¢ be went down 5 bebold an Immerfion wot an Afperfion,
¢ And the antient Charches following this of the Gof
¢ pel, did not in their Baptifus fprinkle Water with
¢ their Hands, but immeryed the Catechumen or the
“ Tnfant. [ obferve by the way, that thefelaft Words
[the Catechumen or the Infunt] are nor in the Latin
Citation of the aforefaid Parriarch produc’d bere,
where heallo fpeaks of Baptifm by a threefold Immerjfion,
After this the Bifhop produces fome Authorities ta
confirm the antient ufe of Immerfion: ¢ All which
© (fayshe) arca perfe@ Conviction, that the Cuftom
¢ of the antient Charches was not Sprinkling but Im-
¢ merfion, in purfuance of the fenfe of the Word
* in the Commandment, and the Example of our Blef-
¢ fed Saviour. He goeson, ¢ Now this wasof fo fa-
¢ cred Account intheir Efteem, that they did not ac-
¢ count it lawful to receive him into the Clergyv, who
¢ had been only fprinkled in his Baptifm, as we learn
¢ from the Epiftle of Cornelius to Fabins of Antioch,
“uneSiviv ¥ ey wrivn Jid viocor aeptwévra Somep Xy -
¢ 7G eis xhiedy rwyaysvéau, Jiisnot lawful that be who
i fprinkled in bis Bedby reafon of Sicknefs, fhonld
: be admitted into Floly Orders. Nay it went further
. thanthis, they were not fure that they were rightly
) chrifined yeaor no, who were only fprinkled, as
appears in the fame Epiftle of Cornelius in Eufebius.

€ e yen Abyay & TofiTor eiangives, which Nicephorus
* thus renders [Jf atleaft fuch a Sprinkling may be cal-
¢ led Baprifm.] And this wasnot only fpoken in di-
¢ minution of Novatus, and Indignation againft his
¢ Perfon 5 for it was a formal and a folemn Queftion
: made by Adagnus to S. Qyprian, An habends fint
Chrifi=
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Y Chriftiani legitimi, eo quod agua [alutari non loti funt Chap.6,

L4
““tians, who were only fprinkled with Water, and not
* wafped or dipped. ~ He [i.e. Cyprian] anfwersthat
‘ Baptifm was good when it was done Neceffirate co-
¢ gente, & Deo Indulgentiam [fuam largiente, in the
* cafe of Neceflity, God pardoning and Neceflity
¢ compelling. And this is the Senfe and Law of the
* Church of England 4 not that it be indifferent, but
* thatall Infants be dipped, exceptin the cale of Sick-
“ nefs, and then Sprinkling is permitted,
And a little lower {peaking of Aguinas his Suppofi-
ﬁlon, that when the Apoftles baptized {uch Multi-
udes, they did it by Afperfion: He fays, ¢ This is
¢ but a Conje®ure, and hath no Tradition, and no
¢ Record to warrant it; and therefore altho incafes
£ of Need and Charity, the Church of England does
“ not want fome good Examples in the beit times to
¢ countenance that Permifliony yet we aretofollow
¢ her Command, becaufe that Command is not only
¢ according to the Meaning and Intent of the Word
¢ Bamrilere in the Commandment, but agrees with
¢ the Myftery of the Sacramentit lelf, For we are bu-
* vied withb himin Baptim, faith the Apofile. In a-
 qua tanquam in Sepulchro caput immergentibus verus
£ homo [epelitur, ¢ [ubmergitur, deinde nobis emergen-

ﬁ_d perfufi, Whether they are to be efteemed right Chrif- /"I

© tibusnovus refurgit inde.  So St. Chryfofterne, The old Tn illud 3.

¢ Manis buried and drowned in the Tmmerfion under |
i quis re-

¢ Water ; and when the baptized Perfon islifted up

ohan. ni-

“ from the Water, it reprelents the Refurre@ion of 1ats &e,

* the new Man to Newnefs of Life, In thiscafe
¢ therefore the contrary Cuftom, not only being a-
¢ gainft an Ecclefiaftical Law, but againit the Analo-
¢ gv and myfterious Signification of the Sacrament,
¥ 1s not to be complied with, unlefsin fuch cafes that
¢ can beof themfelvesfufficient to juftify a Liberty in
: :} Ritual and Ceremony, that is a cale of Necef-
ity.

He then fpeaks of the Trine Immerfion mention’d by
divers of the Antients, and adds the following
Words: ¢ Now in thefe Particulars it is evident, that
¢ the antient Churches did otherwife than we do ; but
® that is not fufficient toforce us to break the Ec§lcfml;-

fica
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Chap.6. © tical Cuftom which is of long abode withus. But

V‘E'\J ¢ when they fay thefe thinss are to be done by Divine
¢ Precepts, we are toconfider that upon its own ac
¢ count. And tho fome of the Fathers did fay fo,
¢ yet it can never be provd to befo; and it were
¢ ftrange, that there fhould be a Divine Command-
¢ ment, of which there is no mention made in
¢ the four Gofpels, nor in the A&s or Epiftles of the
¢ Apoftles. But then that thereis in Dipping, andimn
¢ the repetition of itymore Correfpondency to the A-
“ nalogy and Myllery of the Sacrament, is evident
¢ the one being a Sacrament of the Death and Burial
¢ of Chrift, the othera Confeflion of an Admiffion
¢ to the Faith, and Profeffion of God in the moft Ho-
¢ ly Trinity; and therefore I fav itis fufficient War-
¢ rant, that every fingle Perfon break that Cuftom ef
¢ Sprinkling, which is againft the Ecclefiaftical Law;
¢ and it is al{o a fufficient Reafon to move the Church
¢ to introduce a contrary Coftom to the other of fin-
¢ gle Immerfion, concerning which as yet thereis no
¢ Law. But becaufc there is even in fprinkling fome-
¢ thing of the Analogy of the Myftery, asis rightly
¢ obferved by Aguinas and Dominicus a Soto; and be-
¢ caufe it is not certain that the beft Reprefentation,
¢ and the moft expreflive Ceremony is required ; there-
¢ fore the Church upon great Caufe may lawfully do
¢ either. But becaufe itis better to ufe Dipping, and
¢ it is more agreeable tothe Myftery to ufe it three
¢ times, and that fo the antient Church underitood
¢ it, therefore thefe things are a fufficient Warrant to
¢ acquitus from the Obligation of thecontrary Cul-
¢ tom, becaufe a Cuftom againit which there is fo
¢ much Probability, and in which there is no Necefli-
: E}JJ and no Advantage, is to be prefumed unreafona-

e ¥,

What this Prelate fays in favour of Immerfion,
feems much better founded than what he fays for the
Repetition of it, or what he adds in excufe of Sprink-
ling, in cafe of Sicknefs. For God whoe will have Mer-

* Dr. Taylor’s Dutor Dubitantinm, or Rule of Confiience,
B. IIL. ch. 4. Rule 13.
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