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% Jgnorance of fome illiterate Fellows, who from Chapt
&« Mechanicks of the loweft Rank being made Priefts W/ V™7
¥ of the High Places, before they knew what a Lexi-
“econ was, would needs be playing the Critick upon
% the Greek Verbs, and from the Profoundnefs of
% their Judgment, natoralize the Greek Word lwm'&
% for pare Englifh.

That the Adminiftration of Baptifm by Dipping
fhould be attributed to the Ignorance of fome Me-
¢hanick and Illiterate Fellows, and thofe of the low-
eft Rank, by this Gentleman, isthe lefs to be wonder’d
at, becaofe he thinks fit to oppofe_it; but why he
will have it, that they were made Prie‘{l:;{ the High
Plages firft, ‘and what hemeans by thofe High Places,
feems a little myfterious,and wants Bis Explication, He
thinks it lawful for himfelf toplay the Critick on this
Verb Cawrilo, asappears by his Learned Criticifm on p, 4;
it in the firft Chapter, tho thefe illiterate Anabaptifts
are not permitted to doit. But he faysthey ratura-
lize this Greek Word for pure Englifh ; if he means
they render it by the Englith Word [to dip] he may
as well pretend that all other Greek Wotds are natu-
ralized for pure Enililh when thiey are tranfiated 3 and
if his Defign is ro blame ’em for rendering it by the
tvord [baFtize] hel find it difficult to make them the
Authors of this Word’s Naturalization 3 and if they
were, the Tranflators of our Bible thought go d ta
follow ’em, in rendering the word gerri{w by [Dap-
tize] infomany Placesof the New Teftament 5  and
1hope he'l acknowledg thofe Tranflators knew whata
Lexicon was,bow ignorant foever he fiappofes the others
zo be. But he may be affur’d, the Anabaptiftsare fo

it from being fond of the Naturalization of this
Word, that thev heartily wifh it had been render'd in
plain Englifh, wherever it occurs in the New Tefta-
ment, becanfe this would hawe preyented many Qif
putes : for if where Chrift commandshis Difciples to
adminifter this Ordinance about which we contend,
our Tranflation had rendered it, Go reach all Natiens,
dipping them in the Name of the Father, and of the
Sony and of the Hboly Spivit 3 and where the Apoftles
are reported fo have adminiftred this Qrdinance, the
fam¢ Term of [Dipping] lba.d besn wied in our Erﬁ
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Chap.6. lith Verfion tofignify that A&, according to the ge-
nuine fenfe of the Original Word ; fome People
would not have been fo ealily made to believe, t
this Holy Inftitution might be as well and better per-
form'd by Sprinkling. And if illiterate Mechanicks
give the fenfe of Greek Words in better Englifh, than
that in which the Learned Mr. R. gives his own fenfe,
in the very Words wherein he accufes em, where’s the
Qccafion of his Complaint ? . '

He goes on to tell us, that “ to this word Cax7i{e,
““ it has happen’d as to the Greek word messBunms,
““ whichin Englith fignifying no more than an Elder
“ is by becoming natural Englifh, made the Nomin
““ Title of aSe® of Diffenters called Presbyterians,
But he does not tell us who made this word natural
Englith (as heis pleasd to phrafeit) Ifuppofe he
will not charge this upon the Anabaptifts too 3 and if be
chargesit orvothers, be’l bring them by that meansin-
to the Rank of illiterate Mechanick Fellows and igno-
rant Criticks too, which is a Complement he might
fpare, at leaft when he has to do with Pedobaptifs.
Nay if either the tranflating of a Greekword into
proper Englith, or adopting fuch a word into the
Englith Tongue, betrays fo much Iﬂorance, mean
Criticifm, and want of Learning ; this Gentleman's
Refle@ions will extend to a great Number of Learned
Men of all Churches, verfed in all Arts and Sci-
ences, who will hardly thank him for his Civility, or
muchadmirehis Wit, in making fuchaturn as this,
to find occafion to expole the Anabaptifts : But whe-
ther this Dipping was srvented bygidcly Brasns, and fo
lately, as heinfinuates, we fhall fee hereafter.

He is pleafed to open his Mind on this Head a little
farther in telling us, * The new Tongues wherewith
“ oar Dippers are endow’d to fpeak all Languages,
“ have tanght them to conftrue the Greek Verb by
¢ the Latin word mergo, immerge, to dip, plunge
“ or donceurder Water ; wherein by their Pra&ice
“ (fays he) they become true Didappers, a fort of
¢ Bird, from his frequent divioy in Latin calied Mer-
“ gws. By thefe Words a Foreigner might well fop-
pofe that the Anabaptifts in England pretend to
endowed with- the miraculous Gift of Tonguss, aﬁ

X WE
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well as by the following words, in which he oppofes Chap.6.
to them thofe Learned Men, who bave in God's ordi-
nary way attained to the Knowledg of Tongues, withous
pretending to Infpiration; and yet Idoubt Mr. R. can
fcarce produce one fingle Anabaptift in England, who
makes fuch a pretence. Does he think, becaufe: he is
Elcafed to diveft them of the Chriftian Name, that
e may fay any thing againft them that comes into
his Head, and that no meafures of Truth and Juf-
tice ave tobe kept with them? Or becaufe he will
needs have them very ignorant 3 does he think all o-
thers into whofe Hands his Book may fall, have fo lit-
tle Senfe or Juftice, as to receive all that fo warm and
incautelous an Adverfary fays, without any farther
examination of the Matter ¢ Again, why does Mr.
R. tell us of new Tongues, to conftrue a Greek by a
Latin Word ? Are Greek and Latin new Languages
in his account, while all the World befide count’em
very antient ? And why fhould the Anabaptifts be ren-
dered fo ridiculous for tranflating axrile by mergo,
smmergo % e. to dip or plunge under Water) when
this Tranflation isgenuine? Do the Authors he cites
joft belowin this cafe, wviz. Hefychins, Stephanwus, Sca-
pula and Budaens, whom he calls great Mafters of the
Greek Tongue, fay any thing to the contrary ¢ Nay,
do not all the beft Lexicographers juftify this Verfion
of the word €arrife? But that muft be Enthufiafm
in an Anabaptift, which is a juft Tranflation in ano-
ther. Nay Mr. R. himfelf here and elfewhere owns,
- that the Greek Word fignifies [Dipping] tho he can’t
endure to hear an Ana%aptiﬂ: talk at that rate; for
when they render the word Cax7ilw by mergo, immer-
0, to dip or plunge under Water, he fays, ¢ therein
“ by their Pra®ice they become true Didappers, a
‘e fort of Bird, from his frequent diving in Latin cal-
“ led Mergus. ’]%S wonderful to obferve the fong
reach of fome Mens Wit, and Skill both in Etymo-
logy and Logick : the Anabaptifts fay Caxrifew fignifies
mergo 5 now fays Mr. R, from mergo is derived mer-
us, and that in Englifhis a Didupper , eree thé Apa-
ﬁa tifks are true Didappers. But if Canrsila does fig-
nify [todip] asMr, K. acknowledges, and thof that
have been baptized by Dippling may be called Didap-
3 per s
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Chap.6. pers; and Chrift himfelf and the Primitive Chriftis

V™ ans were baptized by dipping, as ’tis no hard matteg
to prove they were 3 where then will his infipid Ral
lery terminate? Or can he juftly blame any one who
fhall givea harder Name to what he fays on this oc-
cafion ? |

Mr. R. havinggiven us this Learned Account of the
Original of this Opinion, of adminiftring Baptifm
by Immerfior, produces various Arguments againft it

he firlt of them, in his own Words, is as follows:
¢ In the Adminiftration of Baptifin, the firft thing
“ neceffary asto the Effence of the Sacrament, isthe
¢ Application of the Water; and this inan outward
¢ ‘Wathing,whether it be by dipping into,or by {prink-
“ ling on, or a pouring out of the Water, all which
 Forms of wathing are exprefsd in Mark7.4. where
“ the Pharifees and others of the Fews, when they
€ comefrom Market eat not, tarun Camricyrmi, nifi
““ loti faerint, fays the Latin 5 giils ne foyent lavez,
“ fays the French 5 except they wafp, faysour Eng-
 lifh Traoflation. And from the Tradition of the
¢ Elders they are faid to hold Caxrisusc mmsiov, the
“ Baptifms (o the Original) lotiones (fo the Latin)
“ les Lavemens (fothe Frengh) the Wafhings (fo the
“ Englifh) of Cups and of Pots, of brazen Vcﬂ?:l?
“ andof Tables or of Beds; furely all thofe Houf-
““ hold Goods, efpecially the Beds, were not dipt and
¢ foak’d under V\‘;:tcf. When the Pharé‘ﬁe: wonder
“ that our Saviour wafh'd not his Hands, Lake 11,
38, and the divers Wafhings mention’d by the Apo-
“ ftle, Heb. 9. 10. the Greek Verb is us'd in the O-
¢ riginal. From which Baptifims or Wafhings it is
¢ evident, there can be no Strength of Argument
¢ from the Propriety of the Word, to provea Ne-
“ ceffity of dipping or plunging in the Water, fecing
¢ that Baptifm doth equally fignify a Walhing, by
“ fprinkling or pouring out the Water, aswell asby
¢ dipping or plunging intoit.

Here I oblerve in the firlt place, Mr. R, grants
that Baptifm may be performed by Zmmerfion or Dip-
ping 3 and with what face then can he make a mock of
1t himfelf, and endeavour to provoke others to Laugh-
ter, by ufing the comical Terms of Ducking and Dox-

cing
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cimg in this Chapter, and by citing Hudibras his Chap.6.
profane Reprefentation of it at the clofe of it ? Is the
Adminiftration of an Ordinance of Chrift, after a
aanner confefled by Mr, R. to beaccording to the
Word us'd by our Saviour in the Inftitution of it, a
thing tobe lavgh'd at ? Is this the Zeal Mr. R, pre-
tends to have for a Holy Sacrament ? Is this bis Ve-
neration for one of the Seals of the Covenant of
Grace?

2. If the word Baxzilev be granted fometimes to
fignify to wafh, and the word Carmopss to fignif
wafbing, which is a fecondary and confequential lenfe
of thofe Words, it does not therefore follow, that
the primary and original fenfe of ’em, viz. 10 dip, and
dipping, isto be exeluded from thof¢ Texts: for if
thofe Words be render’d by {to walh] and (wafh-
ing] it appearsto be fuch a wafbing as fappofes dipping,

ichis the genunine fenfe of the Werd ; and if in
all thofe Places abovecited, we fo render the Words,
1fee no Inconvenience atall in it. Indeed he makes
it an abfurd thing to {uppofe their Beds wgre dipt,
Mark 7. 4. but there is no neceffity of tranflating
srivay Beds, rather than Tables, according to our Eng-
lith Verfion; orif that Word fhould be {o render’d,
the dipping of Beds, as well as of other things, was
not o firange among the Fews, but practisd on
many occafions according to the Dire®ion of the
Law, and the wathingof ’em feems to foppofe they
were dipt, When he tells us, that the Pharifees won-
der'd that our Saviour waih’d not his Hands, Luke 11.
18. he mifreprefents the Text, which fays they won-
dered that he had not firft walh’d, s wedvor eCarriom,
was not firftwafl’d,or more properly dip'd, without fay-
ing any thing of his Hands ; and when the wafhing of
the Hands of the Pharifees ismentioned, Mark7, 3
* a different Greek Wordis uled for that,

Beza on the word Basricwyrar mmakesthis Remask:
“ BamrriZedu: in this place is more than xevirzer 3
“ for the former feems to refpe& the whole Budy, the
 latter only the Hands. Nor does Camvilew hignify

U
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Chap.6. * to wafh, but anly by Confequence 3 for it properly
VN denotes to immerfe for the fake of dipping *. And as
for the divers Wabings or Baptifms, mention'd Heb, o
10. they may wellbe underftood of Immerfion, fince
the Ceremonial Law which contain’d them, prefcrib’d
bathing in Water commanly to the Pesple, and yet
more frequently tothe Priefts.
3.’Tis a neceflary Rule, that the properand pri-
mary fenfe of a Word is to be us'd in the Interpreta-
tion of Scripture, unlefs any cogent Reafon induceto
ule.itin an improper and confequential fenfe. Now
what good Reafon can Mr. R. affign, that the word
cmﬁ&v thould rather be render'd by wafhing than dsp-
ping,when this laft is the moft natural,and moft common
fenfe of the Word ? _

4. Wafhing is of alefls extenfive fignification than
Dipping, thislatter generally including the former,
tho the former includes not this. So that when we
render the word Carsilav by dipping, we in that do
not exclude but comprize waping; but when Mr, R,
renders it by wafbing, dipping isnot comprized in that,
but rather fet afide, and fometimes ridicul’d by him :
fo that ’tis plain, be cares not tohear of the firlt and
genuine fignificancy of the Word, Ieft it fhould fur-
nifh any one with a Plea for the Adminiftration of
the Ordinance of Baptifin by dipping,

§. The proper meaning of the word is not the on-
ly thing that juftifies the Tranflation of it by dipping,
but the Circumftances of the Adminiftration of this
Ordinance by Fobn the Baptif# and the Apoftles, re-
corded in the Holy Scripture, abundantly confirmit
for their going down into the Water, and coming up
out of it, and the Places chofen by Febn, where there
was much Water, as Fordan and e£non for inftance ;
and the Ufe and Defign of this Holy Inftitution, to
reprefent the Death, %urial and Refurre®ion of Chrift,

* Plus autem eft amriledne hoc in loco quam sarwirs
e, Quod illud videaturde corpore univerfo, iftud de ma-
nibus duptaxat intelligendum.  Neque verd 0 Camrileaw
ignificat Javare, nifi a copfequenti, nam proprié declarac
wngendi caufd immergerc. Beze Aunot.in Maic, 7. 4. 4

daln
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and a Chriftian’s dying to Sin andrifing to Newnels 6.
of Life, make this Mode_of Adminiﬁr;gation appear Chae,
not only propet but neceffary, unlels a fit Reprefenta-
tionof thefe things could be as well made fome other
way, and thisother way were as agreeable to the Di-
vine Inftitution.

And now I would ask Mr. R. what fo great reafon
ke had to triumph over the poor Anabaptifts, as he
does at the clofe of this firft Argument of his in thefe
Terms: “ If anyof their leading Teachers cannot
“ read this laft Paragraph without an Interpreter, I
“ do not think them fit Men to difpute about fuch
“« Principles ; let them lay alide Learning, which their
“ Ignorance betrays, and follow their Tradeswhere-
“inthey are better skilled. From hence it appears
that no Man is deem’d worthy of entering the Lifts
with this Gentleman, unlefs he underftands fomething
atleaft of four Languages; for if he underftands only
the Latin and Greek in this Paragraph, and not the
French without an Interpreter, he’s no Difputant for
Mr. R. about thefe Principles. But how fhalla Man
do, who under{tands the {mall portion of Greek, Latin
and French which adorns this Chapter, but knows
not how to make fenfe of Mr. R’s Englifh without an
Interpreter ? for the Rules of Grammar are not every
where adverted to even in this Paragraph, which ends
in fo glorious a Triumph.

His next Argument againft Immerfion 15, that sz all
the Patterns or Examples of Baptifms in Scripture, we
find no dipping or plunging. And yet wherever the
Scripture reports this Ordinance to have been admini-
ftred. the Word that isufed, viz. farrilw, properly
ﬁgniﬁcs to dip or plunge, as has been fufficiently made
toappear. But becaule Mr. R. willnot allow dipping
or plunging to be found any where in Scripture, as
the proper {enfe of this Word, when applied to this
Ordinance, but will needs have wathing put in
the room of its 1 defire he would try how the
Tranflation of @errife by [to wafh] will fucceed
in ope Text, wiz. Aid. 22. 10. where Anam-
s {peaks to Paul, And now why tarriet thow ?
arife, and be baptized, and wafh away thy Sins,
&c.’ Mr. B's Verfion muft sun thus, §4rife, and be

waflcd,
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Chap.6. wafped, and wafh sway thySins. And the Anabaptifts

t/\pf\} would render it Arife, and be immerfed or dipped,
and wafh away r;’y Sins, Let any one judg which is the
beft Tranflation of the Words, o

His Suppofition that the Minifter of Baptifm probe-

bly took up Water in bis Hand, and powred it on th
ﬁmd of the Perfon to be baprized, 15 of very listle
weight, fince he delivers itonly asa probable Opinion,
which is too flight a Foundation to fupport the Weight
of thisQueftion, that concerns the right manner of
the Adminiftrationof one of the principal Ordinan
ces Chrift hasinftituted under the Gofpel-Miniitration,
And for this pretended Probability we bave notht
but Mr. R’s word at prefent ; and what has been fai
above, and may be farther fald in this Chapter, I bope
will leave no great colour of Probability to this Gen.
tleman’s account of the primitive manmer of ba
zing. What he adds, to take off the Objection
may be made againft this Suppofition, from the Cir-
cum{tances of Baptifin recorded in Scripture, as the
going down of the Perfons to baptize, andto be
baptized,into the Water,and their coming up out of it,
namely, that thefe Expreffions fignify ne more thanthe
Defcent tothe River, becaufe all Rivers are in the lowef
Ground, makesvery little to his purpofe; for befides
that we ought to have better Authority for that
fenfe of thofe Expreffions than his bare Word, it
will hardly appear probable, that thofe Perfons who
are faid to have come up out of the Water never were
s7t, as his Interpretation would haveit. And why
does he tell us, that both the Perfons, wiz. the Mini.
{ter and the Perfon to be baptized, went down into the
River, and that their Sandals were put off 5, if their
going down into the River, fignifies no more than the
Defcent which led to the River ? Did they put off their
Sandalsonly to godown a Hill to the Riverfide, or
was it to go into the Water? If the former, let him
{hew the Reafonof it; if the latter, why does he
tell us their gaing down fignifies only the Defcent that
ledto the Riwer ? T would fain know how Mr, R, comes
to underftand, that the firft Adminiftratorsof Bap-
tifm toek up the Water in oneof their Hands, and
baptized Perfons by pouring it on their Heads., Does

he
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he think the Fi&ions of his Brain are good proof in Chap.6.
amatter of this Confequence ? and that his fuppos’d V™V
Probability will fatisfy the Judgment of any rational
Man, or the Conftience of any ferious Chriitian ?
“And tho he would make Immerfion impoflible to
Jobn and Peter, confidering the Numbers they baptj-
zed, unlefs they were fuppos'd to have the Strength of
Hercules or Sampfon 5 there appears no great diffi-
alty in explaining what.the Scripture fays of this
Matter, in 2 manner very confliftent with Immerfion,
For a Man of ordinary Strength may thus baptizea
very confiderable Number in alittle time. The fpace
of time wherein Fobn the Baptift planged fo manv,
is not recorded, and therefore no difficulty appears in
telation to him :  And the three thoufand who were
baptized, Afls 2. 41. are neither faid to bave been
baptized by Peter ; nor does there feem any neceflity
to conclude they were all baptized in one day; orif
they were, the twelve Apoftles and feventy Difciples,
who were all Minifters of Chrift, may very well be Luke 1o.
fuppofed to have immersd them in much lefs tims
than the fpace of a day.

The pouringof Water only on the Head of the
Perfon tobe baptized,which he affirms to have been the
Pradtice of fome of the Primitive Martyrs, Confeffors,
and Godly Bifhops after the Apoftles, is no Rule to us
unlefs we could be fure thefe good Men were infallibje ;
we fhall not be fecure in following their Steps, any
farther than they follow’d thofe of Chrift and his A-

ftles. And I defire Mr. R. to fhew, if he can, that

ptifin us'd to be adminiftred after the manner he re-

refents by thofe Martyrs, Confeflors and Godly Bi-

ﬁwps, that liv'd near the Time of the Apoftles, or
for divers Ages after them.,

The fappofed Improbability, that the three thou-
fand Converts above-mentioned, could have Clothes
neceflary for their Immerfionin a litcle time, foon va-
nithes, when 'tis confider'd how much Bathing was in
ufe among the Fews, on a Sacred as well as Civil Ac-
count. And it feems unaccountable that Mr. R, fhould
make this Difficulty in the Cafe of the Ewnuch, who aqg .-,
was a Perfon of too great Quality to_be without vari-
oty of Garmsnts in his Journy, andtoomucbadt::z
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Chip.6. tedto the Fewih Religion, to be utterly unprovided
LWVN)

Adts 18,

5 al
95 3“}'

of Conveniences for bathing, which was fo common
ly pra®is’d at Ferufalem, where he had been lately
worfthipping ; and fince the Text records the Cir
camftances of his Baptifin in fuch Terms, as feem ta
Jeave no room todoubt of his Immerf{ion.

He forms a like difficulty to perfuade the World
that the Jaylor, Af#s516. 23. wasnot immers'd. His
Words are thefe: ¢ We read that the Jaylor wa
¢ baptized in the Night and in his Houfe. “Twill be
“ a difficult Task in Hydrography, to prove he hada
“ River run thro his Houfe, nordo I any where find
¢ he was by Profeffion a Malt-manand had a Ciftern,
So that accordin% to Mr. R. the Jaylor could not pro,
bably be immerfed, unleS he were a Male-man, or
hada Ciftern,or a River running thro his Houfe ; but
that either of thefe might do : If he had no Ciftern in
his Houfe, or River running thro it, yet if he werea
Malt-man he might be immersd, becaule then (no
doubt) it may be thought he had a large Veflel where-
in to wet his Corn.  What a pretty Contrivance
here is tq make the. Anabaptifts be taugh’d at? Thefe
foolith*People it {cemswill have it that this Jaylor was
immerfcd, which makes them fall into one of thefé
three Abfurdities, either to fancy the Jaylor had a
River ran thro his Houfe, or had aCiftern in his
Houfe, orwas a Maltman, Yert b{‘ this Gentleman’s
leave, “if 1t be ridiculous to fancy he was a Maltman,
ot thathe had a River ran thro his Houle, wheres
the abfurdity of fuppofing him to have a Ciftern er
Bath? And dfterall, thereneeds nogreat Skill in Hy-
drography, toremove the difficulties that lie in the way
of the Jaylor’s Immarfion, when the Text that fpeaks
of his Baptifin, is fo far from telling us that he was bap-
tized in his Houle, that there’s good reafon to believe
he was baptized out of it ; becaufe immediate-
ly after the account of his Baptifm, we are told
he brought Paul and Silass into his Houfe. So
that Mr. R. might have fpar'd himfelf the Trow
ble of forming thafe Learned Objedions a-

atalt the Jaylor's fmmerfion, and others the Tros-
le of anfwering ‘em.

To
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To juftify Sprinkling, as the proper Mode of ad- Chap.6.
miniftring Baptifin, Mr. R. cites Cyprian’s firft Epiftle W/ VM
to Magnus, which fpeaks of the Baptifm of the Clinicks,
which was wont to be perform'd by fprinkling or
pouring out of Water on the Perfon tobe baptized.

This Practice indeed is the chief thing, that the
modern Pzdobaptifts urge from Antiquity, to coun-
tenance the Adminiftration of Baptifm by Afperfion or
Perfafion 3 but how little it makes for their purpofe,

@ay appear by the following Confiderations.

I. 'lpﬁefc Clinicks were Perlons who * languifhed on * For /o the
fick Beds, of whofe Recovery there was little or no Werd fige
bope ; and they were either Pagans and Cate- nifies.
chumens, who were fupposd to be converted in their
Sicknefs, or thofe who had made a Profeflion of
Chriftianity before, but deferr’d their Baptifin till
the Approach of DeaLhL from a miftaken Interpretati-
on of thofe words of the Author of the Epiftle to the
Hebrews—1It is impofible for thofe whowere once en~ ey, ¢, 4
lightened, and bave tafted of the Heavenly Gift, and 5 ¢,
were Partakers dqf the Holy Ghoft, and have tafled
the good Word of God, and the Powers of the World to
come 5 if they fhall fall awsy, terenew them again un-
to Repentance, &¢, For Baptim being commonly ter-
med Illumination' by the Antients (as I bad occafion
to obferve before) and thofe that were baptized faid
to be enlightened 5 it feems fome were of the mind of
* Novatus, that thofe who relapsd after Baptilm,
werenot to beadmitted again to Repentance. Thus
Confitantine the Emperoris T reported to have defer’d
his Baptifi till near the time of his Death; the fame
is faid of Y| Conflantius and of *, Theodofins. As the
mifunderftanding of one Text was an occafion of ad- John 3. s.
miniftring Baptifm too foon (as bas been noted be-
fore) the miftaking of another Scripture led fome in-

* Epiphan. adv. haref, lib.II. har. 39.
+ Eufeb. lib, IV. de vita Conftamini, cap. 62.  Socrat.

lih I cap. 35,  Thodorer lib. I cap. 32  Sozomen. lib,
il. cp. ult.

|| Achapaf. de Synod. Arimini & Seleucie,
*, Socrates lib. Y. cap. 6.
to
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tothis Error of deferring it too long, even till neat

V™ the time of their Death. And it was thought by

Num. 19.

7. & 8.7

&1g.19.

Ezck. 36.

fome, that this Ordinance might be adminiftred by
Sprinkling or Perfafion, to thofe who were not capa.
ble, either by reafon of the Acutenefs of their Dif
temper, or of their Confinement to their Beds, to fab-
mit to Immerfion. Yet this was not pretended to be
the proper Mode of adminiftring Bapti(m, but ex
cus'd only by the Plea of * urgent Necefity, and there-
fore can't be fitly us'd to juftify the common Pra&ice
of fprinkling which now obtains, where no fuch Necef-
fity is pretended.

2. When Cyprian endeavours to make the Afperfion
of the Clinickspafs for Baptifin, he does not in the
leaft pretend, that this Mode of adminiftring Bap.
tifm was pra&ifed by the Apoftles, but mentions the
fprinkling of Water on fome Occafions ander the
Ceremonial Law ; and that metaphorical Sprinkling
fpoken of by the Prophet Ezekie!, when perfonating
God he fays,—7Iwill }[prinkle clean Water upon
and ye fball be cleany, from all youwr FEilthinefs,
from all your Idols will I cleanfe you, &c. which muft
needs fignify the Work of San&ification. And whether
fuch Citations as thef are fufficient to excufea Mode
of Baptifmn not inflitated by Chrift, "nor praifed by
his immediate Followers, I leave the Reader to judg.

3. Thefame Anthor fpeaks his Opinion in this mat
ter with very great Modefty, nott being willing
to prepoffefs the Minds of others by his Sentiments,
but leaving them to their Liberty,to jadg and a&in the
cafe as they fhould think moft reafonable. W herefore
as fprinkling appears to have been pra&ifed by fame,

ok . e |

¥ Neceffitate urgente in zgritudine baptizati, &c. Cyprians
Epift. LXIX. ad Magnum, Edit. Amftelodam. 1700,

1 Qua in parce nemini verecundia & modeftiz noftra pra-
judicat, quo minus unufquifque quod &m, fentiat, &
quod fenferic, faciat. Cyprian, Epift. fupradil, ad Magmom.

Referipfi (Fili Chariffime) ad liveras cuas, quantum parvé
noftra mediocricas valuit, & oftendi quid nos quantum in no-
bis cft fentiamus, @\emini praferibences, minus {tatust
Quod putac vauiquilque przpofics. &8« j?r:] ejujdem Epift.

and
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and that only in extraordinary cafes, fo the Validit 6.
of it wascalled in queftion by others tothat dcg,-cé: Chap

that they doubted whether thofe whe were faidto be
baptized this way, might be properly accounted Chril-
tiants, ? is _tVldC‘tzt* {)ry the Queftion dcv;hiﬁx Moagnus
pat to Cyprian : ou enquire, my deareft Son (fays
6> this Father) what I think of thofe who are baptizcyd
“ while they languith under Sicknefs, whether they
“ are to beaccounted right Chriftians, becaufe they
¢ have not been wall'd with the falutiferous Water,
* bat only have had it pour'd upon them. And by the
way I obferve, that not only [prinkling but powring of
Water, is here put in oppofition to wafhing, and alfo
in the clof of the Epiftle, where the fame Terms are
:Eain ufed = fo that it {cems in Cyprian’s time, it was
ought a Perfon could not be faid to be wath'd in the
Baptifinal Water, unlefs he were immerfedin it; yet
Mr. R. here and in the beginning of bis Book contends
earnefily for Afperfion, as a proper way of wathing the
Perfonto be baptized ; and tho he will have aw7ile
fignify (to wath] heis very lath it fhonld be inter-
preted [to dipl. Thefe antient Chriftiaus 8 feems
thought Baptifmal Wathing and Immerfion the fame
thing, but conlidered Afperfion and Perfufion as oppo-
fite to walhing : But Mr. R. is of another mind, tho
be pretends to pay a very great refpect to their Autho-
rity.
+ 4. As the Mode of Afperfion or Perfufion wasnot
accounted the beft, nor ufed in common cafes 3 fo the
Clinicks, on whom it was prafifed, were often fuch
as would not have been admitted to Baptifmif they
had been in a ftate of Health:; and therefore they
were looked upon bt as imperfeéi'dn-iﬁians, till fome-
thing farther was done after their Recovery, in ordet
totheir Confirmation ; therefore one of the Canons
of the Council of Laodicea fays, * That thofe who
* reccive lllumination (7. ¢, Baptifm] while they are

S —— i

* Quzfifli etiam, Fili chariffime, quid mihi de illis vide-
atur qui in infirmicace & lan uore gratiam Dei confequunmur,
an habendi fine legitimi Cheiftian, co quod aqua faluwri
aop leti Ging fed pesfufie  €prin. ibids “ [k

ick,
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ap.6.  fick, and afterwards recover, ought to learn
VW € Faith, and to know that they had been honeur!
“ with the Divine Gift *.

Upon which Zonaras fays, * 1 If any one who &
“ fick, and in danger of his Life, is baptized be-
< fore he baslearn’d the Faith, and made a Profefli-
“ on of it, as has been faid, and afterwards recover
“ of thisSicknefs, he ought to learn the Myftery [of
 the Faith] and to know that he has been dignified
“ with a Divine Gift.

And the XIIth Canon of the Council of Nesce/s
rea fays,  |If any one is baptized while he is fick,
¢ he can’tbe advanced to the Office of a Presbyter,
¢ becaufe his Faith is not of cheice, but of neccﬂirk
“ unlefs he appear afterwards to be diligent and fait
“ ful, or in cafe of a fcarcity of Men [thatis, of
Men fit for that Office.]

§. Diversof the antient Fathersdo very feverely
inveigh againft thofe, who defer’d their Baptifin till
they were cafton afick Bed: * ¥, Lay afide your
¢ vain Opinion (fays Gregory Nyffen) you who re-
% ferve your Baptifm to your Funeral.

And Clorz{bﬂome {fpeaking to fuch Perfons fays,
“ 11 Why doft thon wait for thy laft Breath, _"l‘ike a

Fu-
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“ Fugitive, likea Malefaor, like one who accounts Chap.6.
““ not himfelf obliged tolive to God? Why is thy WY\
“ Mind difpos’d toward him, as if he werea rigid and
“ fevere Mafter ? Can any thing be more cold and mi-
“ ferable, than thofe who receive Baptifh at fuch a
¢ time ?

From what Has been faid, ’tis evident that, as there
is no Rule for baptizing by Afperfion, norany Exam-
ple of it inthe Holy Scripture, {o the Clinicks who
were formerly fo baptized, were accounted but indiffe-
rent Chriftians, and many doubted of the validity of
their Baptifm. But that the ordinary Practice of the
Church at the fame time was to baptize by Immerfi-
on, cannot modefily be denied,

Tojuftify the Mode of Afperfion, Mr. R, tells us
from Alvares, that * the _Abyfimes baptize in the
« Church-porch without Fonts, with a Pot full of
® Water only. From which Inftance (fays he) 1
“ may infer; that plunging in the Water, or wathing
“ in a River, is not effential or neceflary unto Bap-
« tifm. Which would be a very juft Inference, on
the {uppofition that thefe Abyfines were a fort of in-
fallible Chriftians; but without f{uppofing that, we
can’t argue from Faét to Righe, as he does in this Cale.
If becaufe the Aby[finesbaptize by fprinkling, we may
dofo too ; then becaafe they circumcife, we may, by
the fame reafon, ufe that antiquated Ceremony aftet
their Example.

Whatever Alvaresfays of the Abyfines, tis well
known that the Greek Church generally prattifes Im-
merfion, and particularly the Church of Alexandria, to
Patriarchate of which the 4byffnes belong.

Vanfieh in his Hiftory of the Church of Alexan-
ariz, tells us : © They plunge thofe whom they bap
% tize all over in the W ater three times, and there-
“ fore they baptize not Infants, unlefsincafe of ex-
« treme Necellity, till they are fix Months old; and

.
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Chap 6. “ to dip ’em, the Prieft takes the left Foot and right

P ate SR Hancr in one of his Hands, and in the other the
“ right Foot and left Hand of the Child, puttingthe
“ Limbs in form of a Crofs *.

Mr. R’s next Argument for Afperfion isas follows:
¢ Chrift’s Evangelical Ordinance (fays he) doth no
“ way oppofe his moral Command ; the Ceremony
“ of the Sacrament muft not be made fuch, as may
““ hazard the Life of the Perfon celebrating it. Baé:-
““ tifm is prefcrib’d to all Nations, its manner of Ad-
‘“ miniftration being common to all, muft be poffible
““ toall 5 which it cannotbe, if plunging in the Wa-
* ter be efftntial 3 for in fome Countries, fuch Quan-
‘¢ titiesof Water requifite to dip the whole Body in-
¢ to cannot be had. Befides, in cold Climates it may
“ hazard the Life of the Perfon; the Experience of
‘“ fome, more ignorantly zealous than religioufly wife,
“ have affured us, bow prejudicial foch a Prattice is
“ to the Life of Mankind. Whbhat (hall become of
‘¢ thofec who are weak and fickly, that have Catarrbs,
“ Conlumptions, Palfies ? that which may endanger
“ the Lives of the fuundeft Bodies, may baften the
“ endof thofe who are infirm.

The Obje&ion of the Scarcity of Water in fome
Places, has been aniwer’d before 3 and asto the pre-
tended Danger of Jmmerfion, 1 anfwer, If our Blef
fed Saviour has appointed that this Ordinance fhould
be adminifired by Immerfion (as we have provid)
there is no reafonto fuppofe it fo perilous as Mr. R,
would perfuade us. I muft fay I never yet heard of
any Perfon who reccived any difadvantage to his
Health by going into the Water, to celebrate this
Ordinarce, tho in the coldeft Seafon of the Year;
but on the contrary, many infirm People have decla-

L LT, ]

™

* Ils plongent enticrement dans I’eau par trois fois, ecux
qu’ils baptifent, Cleft pourquoy, ilsne baptifent les enfans,
hors I' extréme neceffité, qu’ 3 I' 4gede fix mois : & pour
les plonger, le Prétre leur prend d’ une main le pied gauche
& la main droite, & de I'autre le pied droit& la main gau-
che, pourles mertre en forme de Croix. Vanfleh Hift, def
Eglife d’ Alexand, 2de partie. chap, 21. |

T red,
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red, that they have found after their Immerficn, a Chap.6.
fenfible Advancement of their Health. And the late !
nfe of cold Baths with fo great Succels for many
Difeafes, particularly thofe Mr. R. mentions, isa fuf-
ficient Confatation of the Weaknels of his Argument,
taken from the fuppos'd Dangerof adminiftring Bap-
tifm by Immerfion,
Sir Jobn Floyer an eminent Phyfician, has lately
publifhed an Effay, to prove cold Bathing both fafe and
uleful ; wherein he gives an account of many great
Cures done by it, and prefents the World with an
Alphabetical Catalogue of Difeafes, againft which it
has been fuccefsful, And on this account in the Epi-
ftle Dedicatory, and in his feconnd Letter, he laments
the Difufe of the Baptifimal Immerfion in England,
which he fays continued till the beginning of the lait
Century : ¢ No Subje@ (fays he) can give a clearer
“ Evidence, how eafily new Opinions can change the
“ beft and moft antient Pra&ices, both in Religion
¢ and Phylick,than this 3 for the Logical Nctionabout
“ the Form and Effence of Baptifm, inclin'd the Age
“ under King Fames L. to an Indifferency as to dip-
“ ping or fprinkling, which be ordered to be fo ex-
“ prefftd inthe Catechifin, &c. And a little after,
f?eaking of Immerfion, * If it had continued (fays
* bhe) 1t would bave prevented many new vain Nice:
“ ties and Difputcs concerning Baptifm » And that this
¢ was the antient Conflitution of the Church of Eng-
“ lund, appears by the firft Book of Edward V.
“ where the Rubrick exprefly commands the manner
“ of dipping. And in one of the Prayers of Bap-
“ tifm fays,Grant to all them who at thisFountain forfake
“ the Devil, &c. Indeed he fays, he wiil not concern
himfelf in any Theclogical Difputes, whether Immer-
fion be effential to Baptifin, &rc. * For all that I
“ [hall aim at (fayshe) isto fhew that Immer{ion was
“ generally pra@is’d by the Antients, and thatin
“ this Church it continued in ufe till the beginning
“ of the laft Age, and that there is notthat Danger
% in it as Parents apprehend; but inftead of prejudi- vid, frf
“ cing the Health of their Children, Immerfion would Lester, D,
 prevent many hereditary Difeafes if it were ftill 14, 15. 1)
“ pra&ifed. And pag.15, & 16, be bas thefe Words.the fame
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Chap.6. * The Church of Rome bath drawn fhort Compendi-
“ umsof both Sacraments. In the Eucharift they
““ ufe only the Wafer as fitteft for Proceflion and A-
“ doration 3 and inftead of the Immerfion they intro-
““ duc’d Afperfion, which may be more conveniently
“ pradifed in all Places than_the Immerfion. Inbis
third Letter, which is addrefled to Dr. Addifon the
Dean, and Dr.Hutchinfon, Dr. Chaundeler, Dr.Binckes
and Mr. Kymberly, Canons Refidentiaries of the Ca-
thedral Church ofy Litchfield, pag. §9. of his Book, he
thus exprefles himfelf : * I do here appealto You as
““ Perfons well vers'd in the antient Hiftory, and
¢¢ Canons and Ceremonies of the Church of Englan
¢ and there are fufficient Witneffes of the matter
‘ Fa&, which Idefign to prove, wiz. That Immerf:-
“ on continued in the Church of England till about
““ the Year 16co and from hence I fhall infer, that
“ if God and the Church thought that Pra&ice in-
*“ nocent for 1600 years, it muﬁgbe accounted an un-
‘“ rcafonable Nicety in this prefent Age, to fcruple ei-
¢ ther Immerfion or cold Bathing as dangercus Pra&i-
*“ ces. Had any Prejudice ufually happen’d to Infants
* by the true Immerfion, that Cuftom could not have
* been fo long continued in this Knigdom.  We muft
¢ always acknowledg, that he that hath made our Bo-
““ dies, would never command any Pra®ice prejudici-
£ al 1o our Health ; bat on the contrary, hebcft
 knows what will be moft for thePrefervation of
‘“ our [Healths, and does frequently takecare both of
“ our Bodiesand Souls in the fame Command. He
¢ Las oft made that our Duty, which highly tendsto
‘“ the Prefervaticn of our Health, cgc Fag, 64.
fpeaking of the antient Baptifterys he fays, * In ali
‘ thele Baptifterysthey us'd Immerfion, and they de-
“ fcended by Steps into them as into a Sepulcher, be-
* caufc we are faid to be buried with bim in Baptifin
i4, e. with Chriit.]
Ard he cites feveral Authors to prove that Chriftia-
nity was planted in Erzland by the ufeof Immerfion,
and that i1t was coutinued in England after the Refor-

mation, vduring the Reign of Edward V1. and Queen
Elizaberh,

Among
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Among others he mentions Bede,whorelatesin his 2d Chap.6.
% Book, That Paulinus baptized K. Edwin at York, in 1~V
 the Year 627 and at the Village Rigin, in the Pro-
“ vince of the Bermicii, he baptized a great Num-
“ ber of People in the River Glem ; and in the Pro-
“ vince of the Deiri, he baptized theminthe River
“ Swalva; and Lib, 3. that he baptized a great
& Multitude in the River Trechenta: and that the
% fame Author who flourifl’d in the Year of our Lord
¢ 696, givesthis Refle®ion, Nondum enim Oratoris
¢ wel Baptifieria, in ipfo Exordio nafcentss Ecclefie po-
“ terant edificars ; for Oratories or Baptifteries could
“ not be built in the verv Infancy of the Church.

Healfo quotes Spelman’s Concilia, Part I. where in
the Synod of Cheluchyth, under Wilfred Archbifhop
of Canterbidry, Ammo 821. cap. 21. are thefe Words :
“ *1 et the Presbyters when they minifter holy Bap-
€ tifm take notice, that they ought not to pour the
¢ Sacred Water on the Heads of the Infants, but ler
“ ’em always be dip’din the Laver, as the Son of God
“ hath in himfelf given an Example to every Belie-
:“ ver, when he was thrice dip'd in the Waters of For-

He adds, That the fame Cuftom contioued after-
wards, appears by the Tafllian Council in Ireland,
Ann. 1172. Spelm. Concil. part 2. where it was orde-
ed, °¢ 1 That the Children fhould be carried to the
¢ Charch, and there be baptized in pure Water, with
¢ 2 threefold Immerfion. He produces divers other
Paffagesto the fame ?g_xl'_pofe. .

He fays, pag. 69. *““ "Tis evident by the Rabrick in
 King Edward VV’s days, that the Englip Church
“ us'd that Pradice; Then fhall the Prieft take the
% Child in his Hands, and ask the Name, and nam-

-

* Sciant etiam Presbyceri quando facrum Baptifma min:-
ftranc, ucnon effundant Aquam Sanétam fuper Capita Infan-
tum, fed femper mergantur in Lavacro, ficut Exemplum pra-
buic per femetipfum Det Filiusomni credenti, quando etler
ter merfus in undis Jordanis. .

+ Uc pueri defercencur ad Ecclefiam, & ibi baprizentur in
aqua munda crin2 mexfione.

K 3 “ing
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Chap.6. € ingthe Child fhall DIP it in the Water thrice,firft
NN € dipping the right fide, fecondly the left fide, and
¢ the third time dipping the Face towards the Font,

“ fuitbe difcreetly and warily done. .
To the fame purpofe he cites Sparrow’s Collection of
Articles, &c. telling us, “ Inthe Articlesof Queen
“ Elizbeth, ’tis order’d that the Font be not remo-
‘¢ ved, nor that the Curate do baptize in any Parifh-
“ Churches, in any Bafon, nor in any other Form
¢ than is already prefcribed.  And in 1§77, the Book
of Canonsfays : *“ * Laftly care fhall be taken, thatin
¢ every Church there be a Sacred Font, not a Bafon,
* in which Baptifn may be adminiﬂrcd’ And pag,
AL heobfervesthat “ Immerfion was never abroga-
¢ ted by any Canon, but is ftill recommended by the
“ prefent Rubrick of the Church of England, which
“ ordersthe Child tobe DIP T difcreetly and warily,

He clofes this Letter, pag. 03, & 94. in oblerving
*“ That the Church of England ~continued the ufe of
* Immerfion longer than any other Chriftian Church
““in the Wetern Parts of the World ; for the Eaftern
“ Churches (fays he) yet ufe it, and our Church ftill
“ recommends the dippingof Infantsinher Rubrick ;
¢“ to which I believe the Englifh will at laft return,
“ when Phyfick has given’em aclear Proof by divers
“ Experiments, that cold Baths are both fafe and ufe-
“ ful. And he fays, they did great Injury to their own
“ Children and all Pofterity, who firft introduc’d the
¢ Alteration of this truly antient Ceremony of Jme
“ merfion, and were the Qccafion of a degenerate
“ fickly tender Race ever fince. He that pleafes may
fee more to the fame purpofe in the abovementioned
Boo}é, which I omit for fear of being tedious on thig
Head.

We fee this Gentleman, who is a Member of the
Church of England, as well as Mr.R. has very diffe-
rent Sentiments from him about Immerfion, both asto
its Antiquity and Safety. And ifhe bein the right, Mr.
R. muft cither almoft entirely cut off the Church of

* Poftremo curabune ut in fingulis Ecclefiis fis {acer fons,
non pelvis, inquo Baptifmus miniftretur————-
England



