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baptift too in opinion, being of the Se& of the Dip- Chap.s.
pers, and {o muft help to bear the Burden of his own L™
%ﬁptoachcs, which will rebound feverely on  him-

4. Since the Anabaptifts in England were never
known by diversof thele Names, nor ever could be
juftly charg’d with the Errors proper to divers of the
Sects Mr. R. has here mentioned, till he was pleas’d thus
to dignify and diftinguifh ’em : It can be no good Ex-
cufe for him to fay he fpeaks of thofe that were for-
merly in Germany, there being many Places in this
Treatife, particularly in thisand the ninth Chapter,
where he fo often confounds *em together, and {o often
mentions ‘em as now in being, as his Neighbours, and
the Perfons with whom he has to do in this Controver-
gr, that no equitable Reader can doubt on whom he

efign'd to make that Dirt ftick, which he has taken
the pains torake together.

5. When his hand was in, he might have added
Madmen or Fools, as another Sett of the Anabaptifts,
as well as thofe he calls Pueris Similes, who he fays
would play all forts of childifp Tricks, riding about up-
on Sticks and Hobby-borfes, and volling them[elves in
their Excrements © for there is no Se® in the
World, that engroffes the People of this Charaer.
But if fo great a Man as the Apoftle Paul was
counted mad when he {pake the Words of Truth and Alts 26,
Sebernefs, and was willing to be look'd onas a Fool 24, 2s.
for Chrift’s fake, while his Preaching was caltd Fool- ¥ €% -
ifinefs by the pretended wife Men of the World 5 the
Anabaptifts ought, inimitationof fo bright a Pattern,
tob: patient under alt the Contempt and Scorn this
Gentleman is pleas'd to throw upon themfor his Di-
vertilement, .

6. But foppofing divers of ’em to have been guilty of
fome of thefe Errors, which Mr. R, chargeson ‘em
hereand elfewhere 5 isthe Error any Man entertains,
to be confounded with the Truth he holds? Is the
wholefome Sweetnefs of Trutb, converted into the dead-
ly Poifon of defiructive Herefy, as Mr. R, would per-
uade us it fometimes happens? Where will he find 2
Church in the World, to whom many Errors and He-

refiesmay not be imputed, if all the unfound Noti-
E 4 ons
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Chap.3. ons that are embrac’d by fome of its Members, muft be
put to the Account of the whole Body ? Would it not be
eafy to produce Inftances of Men of corrupt Minds and
of corrupt Manners too,who have fprang up in the Com-
munion of all the Reform’d Churches ¢ yet it does nat
hence follow, that the Reformation is ili founded,
and that thofe Churches have no Trath remaining a-
mong "em. Tis certain the Do&rine of Baptifm, as
held by the Anabaptifts, hasno tendency to lead Men
illltO thofe Extravagancics Mr. R. would faften on
ihen.

7. Diversof the Se@ts hementions are deriv'd from

foveral particular Mens Names, who are faid to have

been chief among ’em; and at this rate one might
make abundance of Seds inany body of Chriftians:
and this Mcthod is vs'd by the Papifts, from whom
this Author feems to have collected many of his Ca-
gmnics. That they may make thofe who oppofe the

orraptions of the Romify Church pafs for egregi-
ous [lereticks, they charge on 'em a Multitude of
old Herefies, as it reviv’d by them, and give ’em a

reat number of Names, to make the People think
they entertain abundance of Errors. Thus they
call’d the Fuudois, Henvicians, Petrobrufins, Fo-

Jephifts,  Efperoiifts,  Lollods, — Arnoldifis,  Sic-

cars, Fraticelliy, Gazares, Tarlupins, Patarius, Ca-

thar:, &c. And fince the Reformation a Mul-
titude of Names have been given the Proteftants
to diverlify them, as Lutherans, Mijorans, Hlyricans,

Ofiwidiians, Mufculans,  Interimifts, Adraphorifis,

Pueumaticks, Zuinglians, Calvinifts, Bucerifs, &c.

Now becaufe the Proteftants are diltinguifh’d by thefe

Names ayd a hundred more, muft all their Prin-

ciples be corrupt, and their Separation from Rome an

infamous Schifm ¢ Were they not allinthe right in
oppofling Idolatry ? tho they could not all be fo in

:_h]olé things wherein they differed among them-

elves.

8. That which renders Mr. R's Condu& towards
the Anabaptifts in England yet more #trange, 1s, that
the Counfefiions of Faith they have publifh’d, as well
as their Scrmons, fufficiently declare that at leaft

a great body of them are far from countcnanﬁing
thofe
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thofe Errors, which heimputes to the feveral Sects, by Chap.4.
whofe Names he will have ’em calld. To counvince a-

ny Impartial Reader of this, I need onlyrefer him

to the Confeflion of Faith publifh’d by above a
hundred Congregations of ‘em in England and Wales,

Edit, 3. printed Anmo 1699. out of which 1 fhall

have occafion to cite divers Paffages hereafter.

9. And after all Mr. R. has no more colour to join
thefe German Anabaptifts (let ‘ein contain as many
Seds as he pleafes) to thofe in Eugland, than thele
have to throw ’em into the Bofom of the Church to
which he belongs, or into the Communion of many
other Churches that are for Pado-Baptifm. For if
thofe People were and are only for Adult-Baptifm, as
well as the Anabaptifts here 1 England 5 they were
and are for {prinkling or pouring on Water on thoie
they pretended to baptize, as well as the prelent
Padobaptiits, as Mr. R. owns in the beginning of his
fifth Chapter = therefore the Anabaptifts with whom
he bas to do, are fo far from acknowledging the Bap-
tifn of thefe Se@s, that they don’t thik they had
or have any true Baptifm adminiitred among them,
which is more than (I fuppofe) Mr. R. will fay of
their pretended Baptium, when they undertake to
baptize one that was never baptized in his Account

betore.

e ———— e ———— ———— A

CHAP IV.

An  Anfwer to Mr. R’s Thira Chapter,
entital’d, Concerning the Antipxdo-bap-
tift, and the Infants Caufe pleaded.

MR. R. begins this Chapter, by giving an account
of the Opinionof the Anabaptilts.  The Au-
“ tinedobaptift (fays he) denieth Baptifm to In-
“ fants, confiningit to Adult Perfons only. They
¢ oive this Heterodox Reafon, becaufe an Infant is not
“ Subjectum Capax, a Subje capable of Baptifm,

“ fince Faith and Repentance ought as pwreqm‘{;‘tcé
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Chap.4. “ to precede the Ordinance ; and therefore none b
AN ¢ the Adule who do repent, and are capable of mak
“ ing Confeflion of their Faith, are tobe admittd
“ to Baptifm. Tho he ispleas’d tocall this a Heters
dox Reafor, the Anabaptilts will be likely to continne
their good Opinionof it, till they fee fome Orthe
dox Realon to invalidate it, which is a Task Mr. 2.
has undertaken in this Chapter. But ’tis ftrange bein-
troduces his illiterate Adverfaries with Latin in they
Mouths, faying, an Infant is not Sabjeilum Capax.;
for is it likely ﬁmt they who are fo ready to carp at
hisSentences of Latin (as be lets us know in the Pre-
face) would ufe any Latin themfelves; and that the
who cavil at Moods, Tenfes and Participles, beca
they don’t underftand ’em, fhould be able to know
- the meaning of Subjettum Capax ? But if they doos
Mr. R. can inform "em, for he tells us itis a Subjed
capable. And to fhow the Hetercdoxy of their 2
bovemention’d Reafonagain{t Infant-Baptifm, he telk
us the Errors they hold that are confequent onit:
“¢ So that (fays he) if any have been baptiz’d in their
“ Infancy, they muft when grown old renounce their
“ former Baptifm and be rebaptized, without which
“ they conclude none canbe fav'd, and that ali that
“ are not baptized in their way are damn’d. He
concludes right, that thole who can’t be fav'd muft
be damn'd: but very wrong in making the
Anabaptifts deny Salvation to all whom they ac-
count unbaptiz’d ; it would hence follow, that
they deny Salvation to fome who bave true Faith and
Repentance, and foarein a flate of Salvation: for
that they believe Perfons may have thefe Graces while
unbaptiz'd, ismoit evident, in that they account thek
to be prerequir'd to Bapufm: but this Slander hag
been fufficiently anfwer’d before, and  therefore I pak
it. He here makes thé Anabaptiits require a Renunci
ation of former Baptifin when Perfons are grown old,
as if he would infinuate that they admit no young
People to this Ordinance. Whereas tho they are not
for theBaptifm of Infants,yet they baptize a much great.
er Number of Young Perfons than Qld; for thofe who
donot believe and repent while they are young, are
feldom converted inold Age. Nor do they approw:?f
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of the Renunciation of any Baptifm that has the Cha
Effentials of that Ordinance, as inftitutedby Chrift, L/Sk}
and praQifed by his Apoftles ;, they are only for bapti-
zingbthofe who have not been baptized before according
to the Command of Chrift, and fo have yet had no
true Bapti{m.

And feeing he acknowledges in the next Words,
that they don’t determine the time of Baptifm to a-
ny certain Period, to what purpofe does he tell us of
the Opinion of anold Man at Dover, that it fhould
bedefer'd till about 30 Years of Age? Isthe whole
Body of the Anabaptifts accountable for the private
opinion of every old Man? Or will Mr. R, be an-
fwerable for the fancy of every old Man or young
Man either, in the Church with which he has Com-
munion ! However this old Man of Dover it feems,
was not always for deferring Baptifm till People were
rown old, unlefs about 30 Years of Age may pafs
%or old Agein Mr. Rsaccount. The Confideration of
what he here adds of Dipping, 1 fhall refer to the
fifth Chapter, where he more largely treatsof it.
~ After this brief account of the Principles of the
Anabaptifts, he feems frighted at the Difcovery, and
crigs outin a Surprize, Here 4 multum 1n parvo, «
Number of Herefies in one Article, but thinks not
fit to tell us what they are; he declares that he
fhall fay little on this Head, tho one might have ex-
peed he would make his greateft Efforts againft thefe
pretended Herefies, efpecially in this Chapter, in
the Title of which he promifes to plead the Caufe of
Infants. But, he fays, it hath been the main Subje&
of many learned Treatifes, Conferences and Difputati-
ons, by which he feemsto fuggelt that there 1s lefs
need for him to infift on it : yet he fays this is their
chief Principle, and that they openly profels it, but
they conceal their other Principles as far as poffible,
So that Mr, R.is of the humour to overthrow their
conceal’d Principles more than thofe they openly pro-
fels: Oris it the Excufe he defigns tomake, for im-
puting fomany Herefies to ’em without proof, that
they are eonceal’d Principles, that can’t be charg’d on
*em with clear Evidence? But he tells us, They will
find this Foint (by which I fuppofe he means the point

of
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Chap.q4. of Baptifin) fufficiently difcufs’d by a Neighbouring
t/‘up"t.} ﬂfz’niﬁ)}er of the Church of England, whofe Books the
beft of themare not fitto carry after bim. Who that
Minifter is, or what his Books are, 1 know no more
than Mr. K. knows after whom the beft of the Ana-
baptifts are fit to rarry Books, and therefore can fay
nothing to his Neighbout's Treatife, with which he
threatensthem. Ic goes on, Nor can My, P——y
bimfelf anfwer it, tho be boafts to have taken up the
Cudgels.  No wonder if Mr, P——y him(!f (who-
ever he be) can’t anfwer this  defign'd Book
before he fees it: for ’tis not likely thac he boafts
to have taken up the Cugdels, to anfwer what he
never faw.  He adds, that perbaps fome Lﬁ;cb igno-
vant Scribler as Danvers or Jerrubaal, may bluficr, in
the oo of found Divinity and folid Argument.,  What
Ferribaal is, 1 know not: but this Author bas no oc-
cafion to call Danvers an ignorant Scribler, before
he has anfwer’d his Argaments 3 nor to prognofticate
that his T earned Neighbour will have a bluflering An-
Jwery infiead of found Divinity and folid  Argunent,
One would think 1t were time enough’ to judg of this
fuppos’d Anfiver tothe Book be tatks of, when there
15 fuch an Anfiver in being : But Mr, R, has fuch a par-
ticular Kindunefs for the Anabaptifts, that not only
what they bave written is cenfur’d by him, bu
even’ what they have not written muft be ignorant
Sertbling aud Bluftery for nogood can be expected to
come out of Neuowarerh,
He proceeds, “ Yet will I not here whollv omit the
* Infant’s Caufe, fince heis not able to plead for him-
“ felf 5 let me plead on his behalf, as all the whole
“ World, aswell Paganifh and Jewifh as Chriitian,
““ havcalways done. "This is furprizing indeed, that
Pogans and Jews, as well as Chriftians, (hould plead
tor Infant-Baptifm ; he might have omitted the Pleas
ot the Pagans and Fews in this cafe, if he could have
preduc'd 2 Pleafor it, fram the Writings and Prac
tice of the firft Chriftians, and from the Command
of Chrift the Founder of Chriftianity. The Anabap-
tifts don’t find themfelves oblig'd to goto the fuper-
ftitious Traditions of Pugans or Fews, for the Rap-
tilim of Adnlt Perfons. But let us {ee what Pleas

thefe
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thele are, of which this Gentleman makes {0 great an Chap.i.u
*“He begins with Fobwt Baptifl,  who, he | o
¢ Degins Wit jonn Daptift, wno, he jays, was
“ the firft that we read of in Holy Scripture, who
% us'd Baptifm facramentally ; and adds, that he be-
% ing the immediate Forerunner of Jefus Chriil,
® chang'd the Fewifh Ceremonv of Wafhing, iuto the
“ Sacrament of Baptifin for Chriftians: und after-
“ wards fays, that before him the Fewralways did,
¢ and ftill do baptize, and that even Infants 5 that
“ they us'd smtiating Rites of their Children into
¢ the Myfteries of Religion, and that Water was a
& part of the Ceremony 5 and that the Mofaick Law
¢ 15 full of thefe Watery Purifications. If Mr. R.
thinks the Anabaptifts fo flupid and ignordnt, that
they will be ftun'd with any thing thatis confidently
erted, does he think all the reft of Mankind will
believe what he {ays, merely becaule he affirms it ?
Has he acquir’d © great a Reputation in the World,
that all he favsmuit pafs for Truth, for no other rea-
fon but becaufe hefays it ? Where does hefind that
the Fews always did, aud fHill do baptize Infants, and
that to initiate "em titothe Myficries of their Religion ?
Or that the Mojuick L.aw was full of thefe Vatery
Purifications ? s there any Law in the five Books of
Mofes, preferibing the Initiation of Infants into the
Muyfteries of the Fewifh Religion by Buptifm ¢ If the
Jews practifed Baptifm to initiate Profelytes (as
fome pretend they did) it mult have beenan Inventi-
on of their own, for no fuch Initiation i1s commandedl
inthe Law of God; and if it were a Tradition of
their own, it will fall among the reit of their fuper-
ftitious ufages, under that cenfure of our Saviour,
Ye reject the Commandmeunts of Gody that ye may Mark .
keep your owiz Tradition , and that of the Prophet ci-
ged by him, Inn vain do they worflip me, teaching for
Dottrines the Commandments of AMer. And now [
would put to Mr. R. that Dilewina which Chriit put
to the Fews concerning the Baptifm of Fobn, and by
which he pretends to puzzle the Anabaptilts concerning
the Baptiim of Infants : Was the Baptifm of John from
Heaven or of Men? 1 prefume he will not fay of Men 3
and if from Heaven, there was a Divine Warrant fo{'itﬁ
whic




62
Chap.4.
A

Joh. 1. 19
25,

Remarks on Mr. R’s third C hapter.

which is a much better Foundation than a humas
Tradition: Fo r what Reafon then fhould he go abont
to make the World believe, that Fohn chang’d an w-
fcriptaral Tradition intoa Chriftian Sacrament, when
the Divine Original of this Ordinance is {o plainly i
timated, not unly by this Queftion of cur Saviour,
but by his own Submiffion toit; and when the Holy
Scripture declares that Jobn was a AMan fent of God 1
baptize ? Oris it likely that when the Phbarifees askd
him, if be were the Mefiias, or Elias, or thar Prophet !
&c. and he difclaim’d any fuch pretence ; they would
have rcplied, Why doft thou ther baptize, if this had not
been a new Pra&ice, but always common and familie
ar to 'em, and adminifired by Perfons who pretend-
ed to no extraordinary Characer or Mifiion ?

Rut becaufe fome Learned Men have fuppos'd the
Chriftian Baptifm to have been taken frem a Cuftom
of the Fews to bapgize Profelytes, it may not be im-
proper here to infert what Sir Norton Knatchbul
fays *, on the Opinion of thofe who derive Chriftian
Baptim from the Few:fh Wafthings.

*“ Ibefeechyou (fays he) what o vifible Affinity
‘¢ is there between Burial and Wafhing, that Chrifti
¢ an Baptifim fhall be thought to draw its Original
“ from the Lotions or Wafhings of the Fews ?—and a
“ Little after, The Maflers themfelves did difagree -
“ boutit. For in thevery Text they urge, which is
 cited out of the Tulmud, Rabbi Eliezer doth ex-
¢ prefly contradi® Rabb: Fofhua, who was the firft
“ asfarasI can learn, that ever did affert that kind
“ of Baptifm among the Fews. For Rabbi Eliezer,
““ whowas at lealt coetaneous to Rabbi Fofbua, if not
‘“ elder, exprefly fays, Profelytum circumcifum, &
Y That a Profelyte civcumcisd “and sot baptiz’d, wass
 true Profelyte;, for fowe read of our Fathers, Abm-
““ ham, Maac and Jacob, whe were circumcisd
¢ nmot baptiz’d. On the other fide, Rabbi Foftua af-
 firms, Eum giti baptizatns of & non circumcifus, efe
¢ Profelytum  That he was a_Profelyre, who was bay
“® tized and not civcumeifed, But to which of thefe

a—p

¥ Annot. in 1 Per. 3. 2o, 271,

« ﬂull



Remarks on Mr. R’s third Chapter. 63

“ {hallI yield my Belief ? To Eliezer, who affirms Chap.4.
“ that which the Scripture affirms, or to Fofbua, who LA AN
“ affirms that which the Scripture no where menti-
“ ons? And a little lower : And that which
“ moves me more, Fofepbus himfelf (not to fpeak of
“ all the Fathers before the Talmud) who was like-
“ wile a Few, and of the fame Age with Rabbi Elje-
“ zer, who wrote alfo purpofely of the Cuftoms and
% Ceremonies of his Nation, is totally filent in this
“ matter ; o that it is an Argument to me next to
“ Demonitration, that two Perfons of fuch Eminen-
“ ¢y both Fews and coeval, the one {liould exprefly
“ deny, the other in all his Hiftory make no mention
“ of this Baptifm. This Learned Gentleman adds
more to the fame purpofe, which for Brevity’s fake I
omit.

But Mr. R. intimates that Fohn however baptized
Infants,for he tells us,he baptized all the Regions ronnd
about 3 and dire&ing his Dilcourfeto the Anabaptiits,
he fays, Let them inform sy if in all thofe Regions
there were no Children : And ’tis as eaiy for them to an-~
fwer, let Mr. R. inform us, if in all thofe Regions
there were no Phargecs? And vet we are told that
they were rejected by Fokn, when they offer’d them-
felves, for want of Repentance ; and for the fame rea-
fon he might have refusd Infants, if they bad been
prefented to him. The Anabaptiits have no need to
prove there were no Infants in all the Regions of Fu-
deay but Mr. R. isoblig’d to prove that Fesnz baptized
Infants, if he will maintain Infant-Baptifm from his
Pradtice ; as they prove Adult-Baptilm from his bapti-
zing Adault-Per{ons.

As for the Pra&ice of the Pagans and AMahometans
“ who (as he is pleas'd to exprefs it) alfo usd {ome
“ initiating Rites of their Children mto the Myfte-
“ ries of Religion; and ’tis obfervable that Water
“ was a part of the Ceremony, (by which] fuppofe
he meansthey us'd fome Rites to initiate their Chil-
dren into the Myfteries of Religion, and that Water
was us'd in pertorming fome part of the Ceremony :)
The Anabaprifts have no very great Opinion of it}
’tis hard to perfuade 'em that Chrift borrow’d this Or-
dinance from the Pagan Prieits, who lived before lits

n-
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Cha Inttitution, much lefs from the Mahometan Multi's
that arofe feveral hundred Years fince; orthat he
who declar’d fo loudly againft the fuperftitious, un-
fcriptural Cuftoms of Men,would indulige "em fo much,
asto take one of the chief Ordinances belonging to
his Religion from them : they think be came to bring
Men off from their vain Traditions, and not to com-
ply with them in the Continuation of them: and that
the Holy Scriptures are a fafer Rule for them than
the Alcoran, or the Greek and Latin Poets, wh
(Mr. R, (ays) frequently mention thofe Luftrations and
Sprinklings, in moft of the Religious Rites of the Hea
thens. Befides, how can he expedt that the poor A.
nabaptifts, who are {o generally unacquainted with
Moods, Tenfes, Participles and Latin Sentences,
fhould know how to come at Infant-Baptifm, if it lies
among the Latin and Greek Poets ? They blefs God
for the Holy Scripture in their Mother-Tongue, and
defire he would prove Infant-Baptifm from thenee in
the firft place 5 and till then his Poets will in this
point have no grcat Authority with them.

He ispleas’d in the next place to acquaint us, that
¢ tho Baptifm is to be adminiftred ro a7y Adult Per-
“ fons, who it their Infaney through their Parents
“ Omiflion were not baptized; and tho Prolelytes
¢ from Heathenilin, Judaifm and Mahometifm, are
““ tobe admitted to Baptifm ; vyet is not Baptifm to
 be denied to Infants of Chriftian and Believing Pa
“ rents,

Whereas others who affert Infant-Baptifm, how-
ever do allow Repentance, and a credible Profeflion of
Faith, to be neceffary to qualify Adult Perfons for
this Ordinance; Mr. R. thinks fit to inform the
World, that it isto be adminiftred to a2y Adult Per-
fons, who intheir Infancy thro their Parents Omifli-
on were not baptized, thatis, I {uppofe, to any who
were bornof Chriftian Parents, without mentioning
any other Qualification. Indeed he will have Hes-
thens, Fewsand Mahometans to be Prolelytes, which
can fignify no lefs than to repent and believe, before
they have aright to Baptiim : And is it then the Pri-
vilege of any Adult Perfons born of Chriftian Pa
xents, that they may be admitted to Baptifm, merely

on
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on the account of their Birth? Is not Faith and Re- Chap.4.
pentance asmuch prerequird of ’em, as of Pagans, '/ VNI
Fews and Mabomerans ? If it be fo, why coes Mr. R,

fay any Adult Perfons may be baptized, without
fuggefting any Reftrition, unles that of their being
born of Chriftians, which is intimated by the O
miffior of their Parents, in not caufing ’em to be bap-
tized in their Infancy ? If it be otherwife, why does

he not tell usfo ? And feeing he pleads that Baptifm is

not to be denied to the Infants of Chriftian and Belicv-

ing Parents, by which itis intimated, that itmay be
denied to the Infants of thofe Parents, who are not
Chriftians and Believers ; and yet has accus’d
fome People of Heterodoxy, who deny it tothe Chil- P~ 7-
dred of Whores, Witches and open Sinners 3 1 would
willingly know of him, if Whores, Witches and
open Sinners are Chriftians and Believers : If they
are, Chriftanity is avery ftrange fortof a Religion;

if not, Mr.R. feems to have a ftrange ltch of cayil-
ling, to find fault with the Barrowifls and Brownifis,

for denying Baptifm to the Infants of Whores, Witch-

es and open Sinners, when himfelf pretends that no
Children, but thofe of Chriftian and Believing Pa-
rents, are the Subjeds of it.

But when he has fpoken of the Baptifm of Infants,
whofe Parents are thus qualified, he fays,  This hath
“ been, andis the conftant Opinion and Pradice of
“ the Univerfal Church, both Primitiveand Modern,
“ Greek and Latin, Papifts or Proteftants ; the Greeks,
“ the Mufcovites, Armenians, Gcorgians, Facobites,
“ Copties, Abyfines, Neftoriansy Indiansof S.Thomas,
“ and all others practife it Moft of the Hereticks
“ and Adverfariesof faving Truth never denied it ;
“ the Arians, Valentinians, Marcionites, Manichees,
8 Eutychians, Cerinthians, Scrvetiansy; and even the
“ Pelagians, &c. maintaining this Opinion and Prac-
« tice. The Churchof Rome inan Extreme holds
it fo neceffary, as they think all Infants damn’d
“ who die without it. All reformvd Proteftant Char-
“ ches, whether Lutherans, Calvinifts, Zwinglians,
““ Remonflrants, Antivemonfirants, the Church of Eng-
“ land, the Scotifh Kirk, the Fremch Proreflants, the
¥ Albigenfes, the Presbyrersans and Indcpmd:m:sz‘ d;)l

F A
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Chap.4. * allin their Confeflions of Faith and laudable Prac-
VYN tices allow of the Baptifm of Infants: only the An-
““ tipedobaptifis of thefe two laft Centuries, contra-
“ ry tothe Examplc, Faith and Pra&ice of the Uni-
¢ verfal Church, gainfay it, rencunce it, and damn
“ all others, who%eing baptized in Infancy, are not
“ rebaptized.

I confefs it Truth were always onthe fide of the
greatelt Numbers, our Author would have reafon to
argne after this manner : But if the Anabaptifts conld
be temp:ed 1o be led by the Opinion of the greateft
part of the Reformed Churches (from whom they
are loth to differ) vet they would have no great
Coufideration for the Votes of the Papifts and He-
reticks, whom Mr. R. fummons to make a more
numicrous Body againft them. They think it hard
too that the Papifts, tho grofs Idolaters, and oppo-
fite to many of the Fundamental Points of Chrif-
tianity, fhould be fo Kkindly diftinguilled from
the Hereticks he mentions, and made by him a
part of the Church of Chrift; while thofe who
can't believe Infant-Baptifim an Ordinance of Chritt,
are not only ranked among Hereticks, but made the
Center and Sinkof the vileft Hereties in the World,
They wonder too that he fhould make it fo great a
Prejudice againit them, that fome Hereticks have
been of their Mind (ashedoes in the fecond Chapter)
when he glories in accumulating moft of the Here-
ticks and Adverfaries of {aving Truth, to give counte-
nance to hisown Opinion : and fince heentitles the
Anabaptifts to the Names of thofe Hereticks, who, he
fars, were not for lufant Baptifm, how much foever
they differ’d irom ’em in other things; they think
they have as good right.to qualify him with the Ti
tles of an Arian, Valcminian, Marcionite, Manichee,
Eutychian, Cerirthian, Servetian and Pelagian, be
caufe he fays thefe  maintain the fame Opinion and
Praftice with him as to Infant-Baptifm. And if
Hereticks may, notwithftanding their Herefies, held
the right Baptifm, as Mr. K. grants, by citing fe
many of themon his fide;, if he could prove the A
vabaptifls to be guilty of the kicerefies he with fo
little Juflice imputes to ’em in his Book, this could be

1o
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no Argument againft the Soundnefs of their Opinion, Chup...
as to either the Subje@s or Mode of Baptifin. Nor '/ V™
are they lefs furprized, that in his ninth Chapter, to
prejudice the Reader againlt the Anahaptifts, he gives
them the Names of almoft all thofe Hereticks, whom
he here exprefly retains to ftrengthen his own Party :
for if he were capable of proving what he contents
himfelf onlv in affirming, wiz. that the Anabaptiits
are Arians, Valentinans, Marcionites, &c. it might
very well Be retorted,that thofe Hereticks were by his
own Confeflion originally Pzdobaptilts,and that when
Arianifm had overrun almoft all that part of the
World that profeffed Chriftianity, thofe who pradi-
fed Infant-Baptifin were almoft univerfally Ariams
So thatif the Anabaptifts were generally Arians now,
and this could prove ’emin the wrong in the pointof
Baptifm ; the Pedobaptifts having been generally Arians
then, their Arianifm night as well prove that they were
muftaken in the point of Baptifm too. And fo by thisway
of arguing neither of ‘em could be in the right: And
whetner Mr. R, hasreafon to charge fomany Herefies
(as he does) on the Anabaptifls, 'we fhall have occafion
to confider hercafter. But what is vet more {trange,
this Gentleman in his 12th Page, makesthe Serveerains See alfs
to beone of the Se&s of the Anabaptiits, {0 called p. 63
from Servetus a Spaniard, who (he fays) defer’d Bap-
tifm till 30 Years of Age; and yet he here informs us,
thar the Szvetians among other Hereticks, maintain
the Opinion and Pra@ice of Infant-Baptifm ¢ fo thae
the Reader may well be at a lofs where to fig thele
poor unfettled Hereticks, till Mr. R, is pleas’d to al-
fign them a certain Station, And finee he feerts pleas'd
tolay claim te moftof the Hereticks and Adverfaries
of faving Truth, as his Partizans in the Caule he is
Elcading, the Anabaptifts are not willing to deprive

im of his Company; for they care not how feiw
Hereticks and Adverfaries of faving Truth are on
their fide.

Moreover, if it be of {o great importance te muf-
ter great Nambers of Votes; to give credit to any

ing in difpute about Baptifin, that even moft of the
Hereticks muft be fummor’d on fuch an Occafion :
Osn¢ would think tb;t if Evidenee can be producd,

2 to
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Chap.4. to proveit to have been the conftant practice of the
Church for many. Centuries of Years, to adminifter
Eaptifim by Dipping; this fhonld be allow'd to have
{fome Weight init,  This I ihall attempt to fhow 1n
a proper place, to convince thofe who rely much on
fuch Authorities, that the Anabaptifts wantnot Ar-
cumentsof this kind, tho they can acknowledg no o-
ther Rule to dire® their Practice, than that of the
Divine Word. | ‘

And whether this Gentleman f{peaks cautioufly,
when he affures us, that Infant-Baptifin has been the
conftant Opinion and Practice of the Univerfal
Church both Primitive and Modern, and only denied
by the Autipxdobaptiftsof thefe two laft Centuries,
contrary to the Example, Faith and Pra&ice of the
Univerfal Church, will appear when it is confider’d,

That this Affirmation muft rely partly on the Ac-
thority of theHoly Scripture, and partly on human
Teltimonies. How far Mr. R. has hitherto provid
Infant-Baptifm to be the Faith and Pra®ice of the A-
poltles and firft Chriftians from the Holy Scripture,
the Reader may judg by what has been already faid
As for his Haman Teftimonies from Ecclefaftical Hif
tory, from Fathers and Councils, by which he onght
to have prov'd the conftant Opinion and Praice of
the Univerfal Church in this cafe, he is not pleas’d to
f)roduce e ;, fo that it would be fufficient to deny what
1e aiferts,till he offers {omething at leaft like Evidenceto
fupport it. Indeed 1 do not deny that Infant-Baptifm be-
gan to creep into the Church in Tertullian’s time, and
that ’tis mention’d and approv'd by Gyprian 5 but to
prove it a conftant and univerfal Pra&ice in the
Church, ever fince the Time of the Apoftles, fome
clder Authors thould be cited. Can Mr. R, produce
any thing to this purpole out of Barnsabas, Clemens
Romaitusy Ignatins, Polycarp, Hermas, Suftin Mar-
tyry cthenagoras, Theophilus Antsochenus, Irensus,
or Clemens Alexandrinus, who all wrote %efore Ter-
tullian ? Nor does it appear from what Tertullian {ays,
that this Pra®ice univerfally obtain'd in his Time,

fince bimfelf difiuades fromitin his Treatife of Bap-
tiim.

(44 A'
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« % According to every one’s Condition and Difpo- Chap.4-
“ fition, and Age too (fays he) tis more ufeful to de-:
““ lay Baptifin, and elpecially as to little Children:
“ Indecd our Lord fays, Forbid them not to come to
““ me. Therefore let’em come when they grow up,
“ let ’em come when they learn, when they are
* taught whither to come. Let ’em become Chrifti-
‘“ ans, when they ate able to know Chrift. Why
“ does that innocent Age haiten to the Remiflion of
% Sins ? Men a& more cautioufly in Secular Affairs ;
“ for this is to commit a Divine Treafure, to {uch as
‘ are notentrufted withan Earthly Eftate. Let ’em
“ firft know how to defire Salvation, that you may
“ appear to have given to him that asks.

And the Argumentsus'd by Cyprian in his Epiftle to
Fidus, for the Baptifm of Infants as foon as born,
feem to have no great weight in ’em; as when he:
fays T, “ We have judged that the Grace and Mercy
“ of God is to be denied to none of the Children of
“ Men : for when the Lord in his Gofpel fays, The
8¢ Son of Man came not to deftroy, but to [ave the
““ Souls of Meny, we are to prevent the Deflrudi-
“ on of any Soul, as much as poflibly in us lies.
And when he pleads for the Eguality of Infants and
Adult Perfons, becaule (he fays) according to God's
account, there ts no difference in refpect of the Girowti;
of our Bodies, the there 1s in the acconnt of the World,

* —Pro cujufque Perfonz conditicne ac difpoficione, ¢
tiam atare,cunftatio baptifmi utilior eft, przcipuc tamen ¢ir-
ca parvulos. Ait quidem Dominus, nolite illos prohilc-
re ad me venive, Veniant ergo dumadolefcunt ; veniint dum
diftunt, dam quo veniant docentur, fiane Ciriftiani quum
Chriftum noffe potuerint.  Quid feftinac innocens #ras =d
Remiffionem Peccatorum?  cautius agetur in fecularibus, ut
cui fubflantia terrena non creditur, divina credacur.  Norinc
petere Salutem, uc petenti dedidiffe videaris, Tertillian, de
Baptifino, 1. 2. ¢. 18,

t Judicavimus nulli hominum nato mifericordiam Lei &
Grariam denegandam ; nam cum Dominus in Evangelio fuo di-
cat, Filius hominis non venit animas hominum perdere fed
falvare ; quanwum in nobis, fi fieri poteft, nulla anima per-
denda eft, & qua fequuntur. Cypriani Epift, ad Fidum.

F 3 and
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Chap.4. and becaule s God is no Refpelter of Perfons, fo he u

N o Refpecier of Asze, but giveshis Grace equally to all
and farther argaee from the Prophet Elifha’s ftretch-
ing himfelf on the Situnamite’s Child, to an Equashty
of Grave given to Infants and Adult Perfons 4 as well as

Atu1o.28. from Peter’s faying, that God bad frewed bim,  that he
Srould ot call any M n common or unclean: And when
he endcavours to thew that Infants have lefs Guilt on
’em than the Adult ; and therefore if thefe may be ad-
mitted to Baptilm, by a fironger Reafon the other
are not to he probibired, and makes their Crying and
Weeping to be nothing but Praying.

I thisk he muft have a warm Brain, whocan di-
gelt fuch Reafons as thefe, which feem partly found-
ed on a Suppctition, that Baptifm is ablolutely necef:
fary to Salvation (which Notion Mr, R. himfelf fome-
times condemns) and on an Gpinion that all Man.
kind have equal Grace given 'em 3 partly on the Mif-
applicition ot (ome Paflages of Scripture, not rela-
ting at all to the matter in band 3 and partly on pure
Tmagination, as when this Father turns the Cries of
Intants into Prayers.

Angd here Thave a fair Occafion to refer the Reader
to the Notes of the Learned Rigadrizs onthis Epifile,
which faent to have more Weight in’em than what Cy-
prian himfelf fays : * ¢ Men (fays this Annotator) are
¥ not born Chriltians,but are made fuch, No Manis ac-

‘“ counted

* Fiunt non nafeyncur Chriftiani Nemo Fidelis habe-
gur priviguam Chriftum fciac.  Tragque pritis, audiar oportet
qu tuae Fidel Chrittiana.  Pofteagquam audieric ac percepe-
Fig, pinc ab ipfa kide Fidelis vocamur,  Arque ut €a qua jam
i fung demifla per aures in mentem jigno aliquo fukjiciantur
cculis ; & ut tortius apimwm teriant, cingitur {euw mergicur
aqua, fluvio, fonre, lacuna, labro. Tria verd jam illt conti-
gerant.  Nam & hdem perceperar, & per ifidem adeprus ¢-
rat veniam omnium retro deliCtorum, pratereaque acceperat
piznis Refurrettionis " in vicam ztermam.  Iraque ilia tria
Bupafinus fignincar ; Tinétio, homirem fide imbutom ; Mer-
fro, abletam foraibus & maculis 5 Emerfio Refurgentem,
bryo jam periete Gdelem dicimus, zce Cefapuéror ef's C G
cual: Elrium cdet Chrifiianz fucco ut lanam purpura. ﬁic

Ihi.
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* counted a Believer, till he knows Chrift, theref-re he Chap 4.
“ muit firft hear what belongs to the Chriftian Faith 5 _~~U
““ and after he has heard ard embrac’dit, from his Be-
“ lief he may be cal’d a Believer ; and that the things
“ which have been infus'd into his Mind by his Ears,
* roay be by a Sign fubje@ted to his Eyes, and may
¢ ftrike his Mind the more powerfully, heisdip’d or
“ immers'd in Water, in a River, Fountain, Pond,
‘““ or Laver. And as he bad rececived three things;
% for firit he received Faith, and then by Faith ob-
 tain’'d the Pardon of all his paft Sins, and moreover
“ had the Pledg of a Refurre®ion to Eternal Life;
“ {o thefe things are fignified by Baptifm. Dip-
£ ping into the Water denates the Man to be imbued
“ Wit%l Faith, his being overwhelm'd fignifies his be-
““ ing wafl’d from his Stains and Filth, and his rifing
‘¢ up out of the Water, his Refurretion, Therefore
“ we now call hima compleat Believer, as being deep-
“ ly tinGur'd with the Chriitian Faith, and inebria-
“ ted as it were with the Juiceof it, as the Wool is
*“ with the Purple Dye. Thus Phlp baptized the
““ Eunuch in Water, which they met with in their
* Journey, after he was well inftructed in the Chrifti-
“ an Faith, and after his Profeilion that he believd
¢¢ that Chrift was the Son of God with all his Heart,
““ By this Baptifim of the Eonuch, it appears that
“ Dipping or Merfion, and th: Form thercof was

Philippus Eunuchum jam Chriftiana fide perdoftum, jum
protehum fe toto corde credere Chriftum cfle Filium Dei,  ob-
via foree in itinere aqua baptizavir, Tinttionem five merfio-
nem, & tingendi mergendique formulam tunc fimpliciffiman
fuiffe apparet hoc Eunuchi Baptifino; neque cnim aliud man-
duaverat Chriftus dimictens Apoftolos : Euntes, inquir, doce-
te ompes Gentes, baptizantes eos in Nomine Patris, & kilii,
& Spiricus Sanéti.  Sic de Petri ad  Populum allocurione una
Lucas : Qui fermonibus ejus fidem adhibuerunc bapeizaci fune,
& addita tunt Ecclefiz dieillo animarum tria circiter Dillia.
Qui toto corde crediderat in Chriftum, jam inilla hde vive-
bat Chriftianus Deo ; imbiberat Chriftum, & integre fipiebac
ad Deum. Iili ergo Baptifmus five Immerfio fignum erac
Fidei jam probe, ac proinde neceffitas figni five Sacramenti,
oftendebat necelficatem rei cujus erac Sacramencum,

F 4 us'd
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Chap.4. “ us'd with very great Simplicity. For after this
AN manner Chrift commanded his  Apoftles when
““ he fent "em forth: Go, fayshe, teach all Nations,
“ baptizing them inthe Nume of the Father, and of
““ the Son, and of the Holy Spivit. Thus Luke fpeaks
““ of one of Perer’s Sermons to the People : They
‘“ that believed his Words were baptized, and on
““ that Day were added to the Church about three
“ thoufand Souls. He who had believed in Chrift
‘ with all his Heart, now livid to God as a Chriftian
‘“ in the fame Faith. He had imbib’d the Faith of
““ Chrift, and entirely favourd the things of God.
“ Therefore Baptifm or Immerlion was a Sign to
“ him of a genuine Faith, and fo the Necellity of
“ the Sign or Sacrament fhew’d the neceflity of the
“ thing of whichit was a Sacrament.
And a little after—— * Seeing Faith {prings from
« Affent, ’tis not difcern’d in Man till he arrives at
‘¢ Years of Difcretion, and becomes capable of Wil
“ dom. And therefore in thz Aftsof the Apofiles
“ weread, that both Men and 1Women were baptized,
¢ when they believed the Gofpel preach’d by Philip,
“ but nota word of Infants. So that from the A-
“ poftclick Age tothe Time of Terrullian, the mat-
“ ter remain’d dubious. And there were fome who
“ fromthat Word of our Lord, Suffer little Children
“ to come untome (to whom yet our Lord comman-
“ ded not Water to be adminiftred) took occafion to
“ baptize even new-born Iufants.  And as if they

* Fides, cum ex affenfu veniat, in hominc non
deprehenditur, ante annos intelleCtus & fapiencix capaces.
Adecqite in Aftis Apoftolorum legimus, cum credidiffent
Pailippo Evangelizanti, baptizatos fuifle Viros & Mulieres,
mentione infantum nulla.  Itaque ab avo Apoftolorum ufque
ad Terrulliani Tempora res in ambiguo manfte.  Ec fuere,
qui occafisne Verbi Domini : Sinite parvulos venire ad me,
quibus tamen aquas miniftrari non juffic Dominus, etiam  re-
cen: natos infantes baptizaverine. Et quafi feculare aliquod
Nezetium cum Deo tranfigeretur, Sponfores & Fidejuffores
Chrtfto dederine aduleos a fide Chriftiana non: ccefluros, quod
jane difjicuic Terrulliano,

“ were
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¢ were tranfacting fome fecular Bufines with God, Chap.4.
4 they offer’d Sponfors or Sureties to Chrift, who en- LA
“ gas’d that they fhould not revolt from the Chriftian
« Faith when Adult; which indeed difpleas’d Ter-
¢ tullian. He fays much more to the fame pur-
pofe, which I omit for fear of being prolix.
It oght farther to beconfider’d, that this Cuftom
feems to have taken its rife froma Milinterpretation john 3.5,
of thofe Words of our Saviour, Except a Man be
born of Water aud of the Spirit, he cannot enterinto
the Kingdom of God, From whence fome concluded
‘Salvation not attainable without Baptilm, fuppofing
[to be born of Warer] fiznified external Wathing :
Whereas tis to be underftood of the Internal Wafbing Tix. 3. .
of Regenerationy for there is the fame Reafon to in-
terpret [Water and the Spirit] the Water of the
Spirit, or Spiritual Water in this Paffage, as to under-
ftand {Spirit and Firel to fignify the Fire of the
Spirit, or Spiritual Fire, in the Words of Foban the Bap-
tift, when he faysof Chrift, He falibaptize you with Matz. 11
the Holy Spirit and with Fire, Thele Terms of Fire
and Water, being frequently ufed in the Holv Scrip-
 ture, to fignify the fan@ifying Operations of the Holy
Spirit, in allufion to the ufe of thele Elements for
Purification, not only in the ordinary Affairs of human
Life, but in the religions Ceremonies of the Levitical
Adminiftration. ’Tis certain this groundlefs Opini-
on, that none could enter into the Kingdom of Hea-
ven without Baptifm, made Infant-Baptifm prevail
the World 5 for Parents who believ’d Baptifm abfo-
lutely neceflary ta Salvation, were calily prejudic’d by
the Tendernefs of their Affe@ions, in favour of In-
fant-Baptifm, and were willing on very f{lender
grounds to be perfuaded to a Pra®ice, which might
put "em out of pain, in a matter fo dear to them, as
the Salvation of the Souls of their Children.
Chryfofiome tellsus, “ * Without Bapti{m 'tis impof
“ fible to obtain the Kingdom, a4 that ’iis impotiible

L e -

* "Avdh CamricuarQ &uwisdyey Baginegs¢ eTITy Y Y. —
CNvaTor Wy qapls av'ré cwlives. Chiyfjicm, Hamils 3. in
1 Ep, ad Cor, p. 246, & 257. Edit. Eton «

to



74 Remarks ox Mr. R’s third Chapter.

Chap.4.  to be {aved without it. * Weep (favs he) for Un

\/W i« bg]ievers’ weep fot th()rt WhO di&‘c:f noc at all fl'OIﬂ
¢ them, for thofe who depart without Illumination,
“ without the Seal. Thele indeed delerve your La.
“ mentations, thefe deferve your Tears; thefe are
“ without the Palace, among the fentenc’d and con-
“ demned. For verily I fay unto you, Except a Man
¢ be born of Water and of the Spirit, he fhail in m
“* wile enter into the Kingdom of Heaven.

Thofe who are at all acquainted with the Writings
of the auntient Fathers, know that they often call
Baptifm [llumination, Fuffin Martyr, {peaking of. the
Adminiftration of this Ordinance, in his Apology to
Antoninus Pius the Emperor, having given an account
of the Faith and Repentance prerequir’d to it, adds
thefe Words.——" { This Laver 1s called Illuminati-
“ on, becanfe the Minds of thofe who have learned
¢ thefe things are illaminated.

So that nothing canbe plainer, than that Ciryfoffome
mifapplies the forecited Words of our Saviour,to {upport
his Opinion of the Impofiibility of Salvation withoutBap-
tifm. | Cyril of Ferufalem appears to have been of the
fame Mind, when he tells us, * Thoa Man be virtaous
“ 1n his Converfation, yetf he receive not the Seal
t¢ by Water, he fhall not enter into the Kingdom of
¢ Heaven. And Augufin in divers Places fpeaks to
the fame purpofe. Thofe of the Romifp Church
{till build their Infant-Baptifm on the fame Principle
which the Proteftants have juftly abandon’d, Ancf
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