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CHAP XL

Reflections on Mr. R’s tenth Chapter, in
which he pretends to give the Hiftory of
the Rife of the Anabaptifts in Germany,
the Wars of the Boors, and the Rebellion
in Munfler,

MR. R. lets us know in the beginning of this Chap-
ter, that he defigns to give an account of the
firange Birth andQviginal of the Anabaptijts, and to
this purpofe gives a Relationof the great Troubles
that happen’d in Germmany at the beginning of the
Reformation, which bhe charges on this Sedt to
their perpetual Infamy (as he {uppofes) and that
¢ the feduc’'d Vulgar who are kept in Ignorance, may
¢ fee what a fcandalous Original their Principles had
¢ inthe World, and that the reft of true Chriftians
“ may fee and forefee whae they are to expe® from
¢ them, ¢*c. Onewould have thought Mr. R, might
have feen and forefeen that, while he diftinguifhes
the Anabaptifts from the reft of true Chriftians, and
thereby fuppofes this Charader of true Chriftians to
belong to them as well as to others; this would plain-
ly contradi& his Title-page, where he fays they are
not fo much as Chriftians : Tho ’tis to be fear'd he
did not defign to have ’em thought true Chriftians
in a Chapter, calculated on purpofe to render them
odious to all Mankind. But] prefume the following
Refle@ions will fufficiently make appear, that Mr. R,
has not fhewn more Ingenuity and Candour in this,
than inthe other Parts of his Book, For,

1. If the Anabaptifts in Germany about 200 years
ago were guilty of great Diforders, this no more af-
fe&@s the modern Anabaptifts in England, or indced
in any other partof the World, than the Tumults
and Wars which have been excited and fomented by
the Padobaptifts in that orinany other Ceuntries,can

>
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Chap.11. be jultly chagged on ather Chriftians of that Denomi-
LV nation,who behave themfelves after the moft inoffenfive
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manrrer, Is no difference to be made between the
Innocent and the Guilty ? And muft the Crimes of a
Part be imputed to the Whole ? Is there any thing in
the Opinionof thofe whoare only for Adult-Baptifm,
to difpofe them to Rebellion or other Crimes, more
than m the Opinion of thofe who affert the Baptifm
of Infants ? And isit juft to charge the greateft Sins
on the moft innocent Principles 7 Mr. R. 1s not con-
tented to ftigmatize the Anabaptifts in general with
the blackeft Marks of Infamy, on account of the
German Sedition, but improves this Hiftory to the
Defamation of the Seftaries in England without dif=
tinction, by comparing them with thofe People 1n
(Germany 5 which feems alittle inconfiftent with that

" favograble Afpect he fometimes feems to caft on thofe

Pxdobaptifts who diffent from the National Church,
2. Tho Mr. R. lays the Wars of the Boorsin
Gerimany in the Year 1525, and the Tomalts prece-
sling, at the Door of the Anabaptifts, as the Papilts
ebarge thofe Commotious on the Reformed in gene-
ral 5 yet it feems plain fromothe Hiftory of thofe
Times, that the Papifts as well as Proteftants, and of
thefe the Padobaptifts as well as Anabaptifls, were
concern’d inthem 5 and that the Vindication of their
Civi] Libertics was the chigf occafion of their rifing
ancl at firit they feem generally to have been of the
Romihp Communion. Bifkop Fenel in his Defence of
tic Apology ef the Church of” England, when Hurd-
1z objéisthis War of the Boors to the Proteftants,
aniwers v thele Terms: ¢ The Boors of Germany
¢ (fays Ix) of whom you fpeak, for the greateft part
“ were Adverfaries to Dr. Luther, and underftood
“ no part of the Gofpel, but conlpir'’d together, as
¢ they faid, only againft the Cruelty and Tyranny
¢ of thcir Lords, as they had done 22 years before
¢ inthe fame Country, in the Confpiracy cali’d Liga
© Setsidariay 15 vyears before Dr., Luther began to
¢ preach 5 the Partners of which Confpiracy had
“tor their Watch-word the Name of onwr Lady,
¢ andl in the Honour of hep were bound to fay five
© Ave Maridsevery day. Certainly touchin‘g Ehef'e
arey
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® later Rebels, it is known that Luther fharply and ve- Ciap.1t.
¢ hemently wrote againft them. And they them- WA
¢ felves being demanded thereof, utterly denied both
: thT partaking and alfo the Knowledg of the Gof-

pel.

Indeed afterwards, as the Reformation obtain’d in
Germany, thefe People feem to have been gradually
tin&ur'd with it, aswell as others. But of all the
twelve Articles mention'd by Slidan, whichthey V. Sleidan
prefented to their Rrinces for the Redrels of thar Hift. L s.
Grievances, I find burt one that dire@®ly regards Re- p. 123, £-
ligion, and that is the firft Article, by which they dit-Argen-
defire the Liberty of the choice of Minifters to preach torat-in
to them., §uo.

And tho Muncer and Phiffer are faid to have deni-
ed Infant-Baptifin, and to have inftill'd the fame Opi-
nion into fome of thefe People ; it was fometime af-
ter thefe Troubles were excited, and therefore this
Do&rine was not the Caufe of them : and it may
well be fuppos'd, fromthe valt numbkr of thofe Peo-
ple who made In(urre®ions * almoft in all Parts of
Germany, not only in the Country, but i the Ci-
ties, of whom ’tis reported that nolefs than an hun-
dred thoufand fell by the Sword, that the far great-
eft partof them were not Anabaptifts, unlels Mr. R,
can produce fome credible Hiftorian, who affirms that
the Anabaptifts bad then extended themfelves aimoft
all over Germany, and were grown {0 numerous to
form great Armics againft their Princes, in divers
Places at the fame time.

3. When Luther wrote to thefe Rufticks to lay
down their Arms, and to their Princes to abate their
Oppreflion, as he does not accufe the former of being

enerally Anabaptifts, which he would not bave fore-

Eorn to do in all appearance, if they had been fuch : .
So he acknowledges that they had been greatly op- V. Sicidan
prefi’d by their Governors, and that divers of their 1s- a p.

Complaints were juft and reafonable, tho he diffuades :;_’} ad p-

* Ad omnes fere Germaniz partes hac contagio pervafic;
nec ruri tautum fed in iplts ectam urbibus mulea feditiofe fi-
cbaur.  Sleidan Hift, lib. 4. p. 116,

them



238 Reflections on Mr. R’s tenth Chapter.

Chap.11. them from feeking redre(s by force of Arms, as well
L VN as perfuades their Ralers to relax their unjuit Rigour,
and to govern them with Equity and Moderation.

See p- 93- Nay Mr. R. confeffes, that indeed thefe Boors might
of Mr.R'S in fome meafure, jultly emough plead the Redrefs of
Buk:  fomeGrievances. And the Treachery of fome of
V. Sleidan their Princes, in caufing fo many of them tobe maf-
1.4 p-11 5. facredin cool Blood, when they had parted with
theit Arms on the Promife of Impunity, gives
too much ground tg believe, that the Yoke they for-
merly wore was very heavy. And that Muncer him-
feif had not Anabaptifm chiefly in view, in the part
he bore inthis popular Commotion, appears in that
he died in the Communion of the Church of Romse,
and * before his Execution exhorted all the Princes
to take care for the future, not to opprefs the mifera-
ble People [o inbumanely, which, he fwud, would be
the way to prevent fuch Commaotions for the time to come.
4. There was indeed a dreadful Tragedy a®ted at
Munfter, by the Inftigatiou and under the Conduct
of fome defigning Men, who ftrangely imposd on
many of the People: and Mr. R. muft excufe me if
I do not agree with him, when he fays, it was ©not
¢ out of any political Defign to advance themfelves,
¢ but merely out of a pretended and affeed Spirit
¢ of Revelationand Prophecy ; any more than he
agrees withhimfelf in the fame thing 3 for almoft in
the next Breath he would have it thought probable,
that the opinion of the Millennium, and the Defire
of Rule, might fpur them on to this Rebellion : and
p.121. afterwards among other Crimes, he charges Pride and
Ambition to the accountof the Leaders of this Par-

tv, who he fays aim'dnot at Truth, but a Luiferian
Ambition of Rule., But it ought to be confider'd that

there were popular Tumults in divers other Cities,
particularly where Images were broken down, atthe

P. 89, 0.

i e

* Antequam ittum gladii fufciperet, oratione ad Princi-
pes converfa omnes hortatus eft, caverent de carero, & me-
lius fibi profpicerent, ne tam inhumanirer miferos gravarent ;
figfore ut talesin populo motus poftnac non facile eflent
exoricurt,  Mefhovii Hift. Anabap. libs 1, . 29

begin-
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beginning of the Reformation, and great Contenti- Chap.11,
ons in this of Munfter between the Romifth and Pro- W7 V™Y
teftant Pzdobaptifts, before the Anabaptifts had
the Power there ; the Romiflh Priefts being at length Slcidan 1
tarn’d out of the Churches, and the Proteftant Mi- 10. p.267,
nifters put in their room, which made the former 268, 269.
leave the Citv, and complain to the Bifhop, defwin
him to block it up: and that as the Anabaptifts as
been feverely perfecuted in other Cities, fo they
were banifh’'d from this by a Decree of the Senate,
which greatly exafperated them; as on the other
hand, the conjunéion of Rotman with their Party,
and his publick oppofition to Infant-Raptifm,much aug-
mented their Number and Reputation, Rotman be-
ing a famous Proteftant Minifter, and the principal
In%}rument of the Reformation inthat Gity. I fay
not this to juflify the Crimes and Extravagancies, of
which the Munferian Anabaptifts were guilty 3 but
to thew that the Dilputes and Tumalts then excited
about the Reformation, and the Hardflip and Perfe-
cution they met with, gave occafion to fome ill Men
to ftir them up to commit very great Diforders
which Defign they might the more eafily accomplifh,
by pretending to Dreams and Revelations, in that
the ignorant People they manag’d having but juit re-
nounc’d Popery, may well be {appos’d to have been
very credulous, and capable of receiving a deep Im-
preflion of auy plaufible Story of Dreams, Vifions or
Apparitions, when told ’em by thofe for whom they
had a refpe& ; the Monks having long us’d them to
fuch fuperftitious and enthufiaftick Tales. But to
whatever Excefles two or three wicked and defigning
Men carried the People at Munfler or ellewhere, 1t
would be unjuft tomake all the Foreign Anabaptifts
in Germany, Holland and other Countries, guilty of .
the fame, when it is~ confels'd even by Spanbemius D??lmb‘é
who writes with more than enough Severity againd Hi %r' ¢
them, that many of them condemn the Extravagan- ;’;{'{' ig
cies of thofe of Munfter 5 and ’tis well known that™
thofe in Holland are againft bearing Arms, even in
the moft juft War.

Monf. Bayle tells us, that Monl. de Turennc, as
he was one day in a Coach with Mr. va erzwzgﬁ thz

HiLH
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Chap.11. Dutch Ambaflidor, fpeaking againft the Toleration

W

of various Sects in Holland, and among others of the
Anabaptifts * or Menmnonites, was aniwer’d by that
AmbaiTador that they were ¢ good People, and the
¢ moft commodious to a State in the World, becaufe
¢ they do notafpire to Places of Dignity ; and we
¢ fear no Rebellion, fays he, from a Se@ that makes
¢ it an Article of their Faith never to bear Arms——
He adds, ¢ that they edify the People by the Simpli
¢ city of their Manners, and that they apply them-
¢ {elves to Artsand Bufinels, without difiipating their
¢ Subftance in Luxory and Debauchery—and more te
the fame purpofe, L

And G. Cffander t, whe wrote profefledly againft
the Anabaptifts, commendsthe Picty of the Afenno-
nites, of which Se@ he fays the Belgick Anabaptilts,
and thole of Lower Germany generally are  and fays,
their Error proceeds rather from their miftake of
the Senfe of tﬂe Scripture than any evil Defign, and
that they areratherto be pitied and reclaimed than
perfecuted and deftroyed.

So that if Mr. R, had written only againft the
Foreign Anabaptifts, he ought to have done it with
more Temper and Caation, for all of them ought
not to be eenfur'd for the Faults of fome.

I may add, that Monfieur Bayle [peaking of a great
Martyrology in Folio, compos’d by the Foreign A-
nabaptifts, fays, ¢ || 'Tis certain that many of them
¢ who fufferd Death conftantly for their Opinions
¢ had no thought of making any Infurre&ion. And
to confirm this he cites the Teftimony of Guy de
Bres, ** which (he fays) can’t be fufpeted; for

PR

¥ Diftionaire Hiftorique & Cririque de Mr. Bayle, dans
fes Remarques fous le mot [ Anabapuftes A

t Georg. Caffand. in Prafac. ad Duc. Jul. Cli.prefix.
Iibro fuo dec Infant. Bapt.

[| 11 eft {ir que plufieursAnabaptiftes qui ons foufere con-
ftamment Ia mort pour leurs opinions, ne fongeoient point
a fe foulever. Bayle Dittionair. Ibid,

** Guy de Brés. Epitre Dedicatoire de Ia racine fource &
fondement des Anabaptiftesyce livre fur imprimé I'an 156 i

the
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tho this Author writes ftrenuoufly againft this Se&,
vet he laments the great Severity that was us'd againit
’em, exhorting Kings and Princes rather to canie em
to be inftrued than to be put to Death. Monfieur
Bayle moreover obfervesthat this Aathor. ¢ * fays no-
¢ thing to infinuate that the Anabaptift Martyrs {offer'd
¢ Death for taking up Arms againft the State, or for
¢ firring up the Subje@s to rebel, but reprefents ’em
¢ as a harmlefs fort of People: And that he re-
futes them juft as the Catholicks refuted the Prote-
itants, by endeavouring to {hew, that tho they alledg-
ed a Multitode of Texts of Scripture in their De-
fence, made a great appearance of Sandity, and fuf-
fer’'d Martyrdom with Courage and Conftancy ; they
might notwithftanding all this be falfe Teachers.
Monfiear Bayle after this tells us, that T fome Per-
fons, whofe Names are recorded in the Martyrology
of Geneva, were Anabaptilts.

5. It ought to be confider’d, that it is no ealy mat-
ter to come at the certain Knewledg of many things
that were tranfaded, efpecially in that Time of War
and popular Tumults, which if known, might eluci-
date the Hiftory of the Anabaptifts beyond the Sea.
The Slaughter and Extirpation of fo many of them,
the great Prejudice againft them in the Minds of both
Papifis and Lutherans, from whom the Hiftorians of
that time of either Communion had their accounts,
might oceafion no fmall Exaggerations in their Rela-
tion of that Sedition, The account that divers Ro-
mifs Authors give of the Anabaptifts and their Prio-
c/ifles, are fo Jike what they fay of the Paudois and

lbigeois, and fometimes of the Lutherantand Cal-
winifts, that I cannot think they are entirely to be cre-
dited. And fome Proteftants of that time fo fiercely

rlecuted the Anabaptifts, and wrote with o much
itternefs againft them, that 'tis not improbable that

Chap. 1.
NN

v Il ne dic rien qui infinue que les Martyrs Ana-
baptiftes fouffroient fa more pour avoir perté les Armes cod-
tre PEtat, ou excité les Sujets a fe revolter, 1l repreienie
leur Marcyrs comme des gens fimples,  Jbid,

+ Ibid,
R shey
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Chap.11. they took up fome Reports concerning them, upon
very {lender Evidence : And to obtain certain Know-
ledg of a matter of Fa®, {ometimes requires more
Labour, than many Authors are willing to take for
Gansran. theit own Information or that of the Publick. * Some
it ehers” Books have been written againft the Anabaptifts and
of the lile Other Diffenters in England by our own Country-
Stamp, . men (fomewhat like that I am anfwering) which a-
bound withthe greateft Slanders, and muft give Fo-
reigners a very frightful Reprefentation of them.
The eafinefs of Hosmins for inftance, in depcndin§
on fuch Authority, makes * him give a falfe and of-
tena ridiculous account of the Englifh Independants
and Anabaptifts, whom he makes as black as himfelf
and others have made thofe beyond the Seas 3 and yet
their Neighbours and moft intimate Acquaintance, as
well as their own Apologies and Confefhions of Faith,
fhew them to be of a quite different Character:
which may well give us room to doubt, that the Fo-
reign Anabaptifts have not met with the faireft Treat-
ment from divers Perfons who have pretended to
write their Hiftory.

6. What I have juft faid concerning them, is from
the refped I bear to that Truth and Juftice which
is owing toall Mankind, not from any neceflity that
I am under to make any excufe for them, in order to
defend the Caufe of thofe in England;, for after all,
there is no inconfiderable difference in the Principles
of the former and of the latter in the point of Bap-
ifm, as well asin fome other things, if we may be-
lieve thofe who have profefs'd to be well informed
both of their Do@rine and Pratice.

For inftance, Spanbemins fays, they are called A-
nabaptifis, ¢+ Becanfe they would have that Bap-
¢ tifm repeated, which waseither confer'd on Infants
¢ or on the Adult out of their Communion, And
Cleppenourg affures us, © ’tis their daily pra®ice as

¥fFdward’s

¥ Horni Hift. Ecclef, & Politic.
t Quod Baprifmum, vel Infaneibus in tenera atate, vel
~adudeis extrd coetus {uos collacum, repeticum velint,  Span-
b Diatvice Hilk, de Orig. &c. Anabapt. e,
¢ ofter
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¢ often as any one pafles from the Communion of one Chap.1r.
¢ of their Se®s (for, fays he, there are divers of /" VN
¢ them) tothat of another, he is baptized again ; and
¢ in likemanner, when any . excommunicated Perfon
¢ returns into the Bolom of the Church*., Whereas
the Anabaptifts in Englandare of oppofite Sentiments,
believing that Baptifm once truly adminiftred 1s never
to be repeated.

And Mefhovins in his Hiftory of the Anabaptifts,
givesus an account in the Words of Budneus, of the
Rites of Baptifmus'd by fome German Anabaptiits :
¢ + The Paftor (fays he) taking Water in his Hand,
¢ fprinklesit on the Head of the Perfon to be bapti-
¢ zed, @c. And Mr. Ruffer himfelf fays, dipping
was not prattifed by the firfh Anabaprifts in Germany, Ch.s.p.2s.
as be can any where ready and (fays he) © Thatit is
¢ not a general Opinion or Practice, is evident from
¢ the contrary Pra®ice of their Brethren in Holland.
He elfewhere fays, ¢ thofehere (that is, in Englan
¢ plead hard for dipping, thofe in Amferdam ufe
¢ fprinkling only 5 and therefore he makes the Dip- Ch.2.p.r2,
¢ pers a particular Sectof Anabaptifts.

Now if the Foreign Anabaptiits were guilty of the
great Errors and Qutrages Mr. R. enumerates, how
can this affe® thofe in England, who differ fo much
from them in the point of Baptifm, that thefe lait
can’t allow the Baptifm of the former to be any Bap-
tifm at all, becaufe they account Immerfion effential
to this Ordinance, for the Reafuns infifted on before ?
So that I might with as good reafon report their Er-
rors and Guilt tothe Defamation of the Padobap-
tifts, as Mr. R. does it tothe reproach of the Ana-
baptiflsin England, “Tis true, they agree with the

Ch.g.p.56.

* Haxcelt ipforum praxis quotidiana, ut quotiesquis ab
unius fe@tz ipforum (quz plures funt) Synagoga ad feltr
alterius Synagogam tranfir, toties nove baptizetur ; fimili-
ter quifquis {emel excommunicatus, poftliminio reverritus
ad gremium Ecclefiz. Cloppenburg. Gangrsna Theolog. An.i-
bapt, Part, 3. Difput. 18. Seél. 8. p. 365, _

+ Paftor fumpram manu aquam capici baptizandi infper
git.  Meffovii Hift. Anabapt. Lib. 4. Seft, 100 P. 96
| ‘ R 2 latter
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Chap, v 1. latter as to the Subje of Baptifm, maintaining that
LA none but the Adult ought to be baptized, And it

P. 18,
155,

P‘ 101,

feems they agree with the former as to the Mode of
1t, in admimitring Baptifin only by Sprinkling or
Perfufion 5 which the Englifp Anabaptifts fay is no
Baptifm atall. Why then fhould they be thruft a-
mong thefe, for agreeing with them in one material
point relating to Baptifin,more than among the other,
m being of their fide in another point no lefs capital,
refpecting the fame Ordinance ? Nay the Englifb Ana-
bapuits feem to differ more in thismatter from thefe
Foreigners, than the generality of the Padobaptifts
do ; for the Adult Baptifm of the two latter is count-
ed good on both fides, only they dilpate the validity
of the Baptimof Infants. But the former canallow
no Inftance of Baptifm among thole Foreigners to be
valid,whilc Immerfion is wanung, which they count ef-
{ential to ic s Therefore Mr. R, might have fpar'd his
Painsin raking fo much Dirt together, for it will ftick
as well on thole of his own Perfualion, as on the People
at whom he is pleas'd to throw it : Seeing according to
his own account thofe Foreign Aunabaptifts, whom he
reprefents as the vileit of Men, and by whom he
wouid have thole in England weafur’d, are asjuft a
mealure for his own Party, fince they agree as much
(if not more) even in the Do&riue of Baptifm with
the latter, as thev do with the former.

To eonclude this Chapter, I obferve Mr. R. o re-
counting the abfurd Pefitionsof the German Anabap-
tifts,» makes this one of them, That no Perfon who w
nat a true Chyiftian ought to be tolerated in the Church,
but is not pleas’d to tell us wherein the ablurdity of
it lies. In another place he fays they counterfeited a
fervent Zeal and extraordinary Santtity,mix’d with Hy-
pocrify 5 which fhews them tobe a peculiar fort of Hy-
pocrites, becaufe others are wont to counterfeit fis-
cere Santkity, not to counterfeit Sanctity mix’d with
Hypocrify. 1 know not what he means in another
Place, when he fays, ¢ The Bithop [of Munfler] cau-

{ed many to ftav within the Town (who would
¢ have fled) and ftaid with the Anabaptifts as the fu-
¢ rer fidefor the prefent. When he fpeaks of the Com-
pofition of the Anabaptifts in the ¢nd of this Chap-

ter,
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ter, he makes Blafphemy the firlt Ingredient, pretend- Chap.1a.
sng (fays be) ro receive lying Prophefies from God the '\ "N
Father 3 which one would think was not the way to ¥ 131
be believed, unlefs he that prerends to lie makes his
Teftimony credible. Some other Slips of this kind

I pafs by, which(hew what Improvement Mr. R. has

made of thofe human Advantages, that made him

fwell fo big in the beginning of his Book, and caus'd

him to look dgwn on the poor Anabaptifts like a Sorn

of Anak onthe Ifraclites, as if they were fo many
Grafhoppers in bis Sight. But 1 proceed to his laft
Chapter.

s

CHAP XIL

Remarks on Mr, Rs eleventh Chapter, in
which be pretends to give the Reafons of
the Rife and Growth of the Anabap-
tifts.

Ou R Author fuppofes fome may wonder bow fuch

a peevifh Fattion, as that of the Anabaptilts,
Joould not only [ubfift but delude [uch numbers of Peo-
ple, &c. and this laft Chapter of his isdeftin'd toac-
count for their Succefs, which he does by giving no
lefs than twelve Realons of it:

1. The firft of thefe is their Promotion of Rebelli-
on in the State. The fixth their pretence ro smmeds-
ate Revelation from Heaven, to Infpirationin Dreams,
and to a Prophetick Spirit.  The feventh their cafting
Dirt and Slander wpon all Men -ftiling Kings
and Princes Tyrants, Mugiftrates Opprefforsy, Csvil
Laws Injuftice, the Suppreffion of their Exorbitances,
Perfecution, &c. The twelfth, their compliance with all
other Opinions andFactions : ¢ There being not ({ays he)
¢ an antient Herefy in the Primitive Tunes, nor any
¢ Fanatical Maggot fince the Reformation, but the
¢ have received it like a Spunge fucking up the Filt
¢ of all corrupt Opinions, and tho differing among

R 3 ¢ shem-
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Chap.12. ¢ themfelves, yet fiding with all Fa&ions againft the

NN ¢ Church. To all thefe we have given a fufficient
Anfver before; and every intelligent Man, 1 hope,
will eafily difcern, from what has been faid, whether
the Anabaptifts, with whom Mr. R. contends, owe
their Rife and Growth to fuch Methods as thefe.

2. Thofe other Pra®tices to which he affigns their
Rife and Growth, under his 24, 3d, 4th, §tb, 10th
and 11th Heads, are, Their [cattering abroad new
Dottrines, which according to their Light, they confir-
wmed by Scripture to amufe the vulgar——Their tampe-
ring with the moft ignorant fort of Peaple Thesr
pretence to a greater Purity, betrer Ordinaices, and a
greater Severity of Difgz'pﬁnc Their uling good
Woids and fair Speeches, commending fuch as they
would [educe for fome excellent Gifts, and fome good
Affettions, fumiliarly converfing with them, promifing
them great Privileges, Liberty of Conftience, &c—
Tueir incouraging the People to Stedfuftnefs, their Tea-
chers bolding faft to their Principles, 8c¢.—— And their
Perverfionof Scripture, left it fhould detet their Er-
rors. All which are the common cenfures which the
Papifis pafs on the Proteftants, proceeding on a Sup-
potition that they are falfe Teachers, and a& hypo-
critically.  ’Tis eafy to fee that the moft innocent
Practices may, according to this Method, be repre-
fented as the moft infamous. But if the Do&rine of
the Anabaptifts be really founded on Scripture ; if
they inftruct the ignorant from a Principle of Zeal
to God and Charity to Men ; if they are fincere in
pretending to aim at the greateft Purity they can in
the Adminsftration  of Ordinances, and their Difci-
pline be not more fevere than the Word of God re-
quires ; if the courteous Speeches and familiar Be-
haviour they ufe, proceed from the charitable Tem-
per of their Minds ; and if their Exhortations to
ftedfaftnefs in their Principles, and the Examples of
1t among them arife from the firm Perfuafion of their
Minds, that thole Principles are true and good ; then
all Mr, R, hasfaid under thefe Heads makes nothing
againft them. And fince he has not prov'd the con-
trary, heonly expofes his own Temerity (to {ay no
®ore) in pafling {0 many fevere Cenfures onem. H

<
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le 1s pleas'd indeed to give one infance of their Chap. 12,
perverfe luterpretations of the Scriptare, which he WV
faysare contraryto ullother. * To inftance (fayshe)
¢ in one, that place of the Apoftle, Elje how were your
¢ Children Holy (a noted place for Infants being
¢ Church-Members) they interpret thus (they are
¢ not Baltards) by this judg of many others,  The
Paffage he aimsat is that of 1 Cor. 7. 14. For the un-
believing Husband is [anitified by the Wife, and the
ubelieving Wife is fanttified by the Fusband, elfe
were your Childven unclean, bur new arc they Holy.

And here I oblerve,

- 1. Itfeems evident from the Context,that the Scope

of the Apoitle in this placeis to fhew, that ’tis Jaw- $¢ ¥t
ful for married Perfons to cohabit, tho the one be a 1% & 13
Believer and the other an Infidel, feeing the Unbelic-

ver is fanctified by the Believer, otherwife he fays

their Children would beunclean, whereas they are

Holy ;5 by which Holinc/s divers Anabaptifts have

thought Legitimacy 1s fignified, and Hegitimacy by
Uncleanmefs, becaufe the Prophet Malachi calis the Mal. 2,15,
Iflue of a lawful Marriage a Godly Sced, when he
{peaksagainft Polygamy ; and becaufe the F:ws, who

broke the Law of God in marrying idolatrous Wives, fard 10
were order'd by the Prophet £z74 to pat away thofe 2" o
Wives, and fuch as weic born of them as unclean, =3
And whatever Mr. R. imagines and fays to the con-
trary, thisis the fenfe of divers great Expofitors who
were Paxdobaptiits; tho other Interpreters count
this Holinefs to refpect the believing Parent’s Defigna-
tion of the Children to the Service of God, and the
good Education they might have, by which they be-
came Candidates of Chriftianity. But thislatter In-
terpretation will not ferve Mr. K’s purpofe, to prove
that this is @ noted place for Infants being Church-
Members, or for their Baptif.

2. I find not that the Apoftle determines his Words
to Infants, any more than to Adule Children ; there-
fore if the Infants, one of whofe Parents wasa Be-
liever, were Church-Members, which Mr.R. fuppofes
ismeant by the word [holy] all Adult Children may
be fuppes’d to have been Church-Members teo, as
foon as one of their Parents became a Believer.

R 4 3. S¢eing
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3. Seeing the unbelieving Parent is faid in this
Text to be{an&ified by the Believer, without which
according to the Apoftle’s Argumene, their Children
could not be holy: The Holinefs of the Children
here fpoken of muft be derived, as well from the
San&ification of the unbelieving Parent, as that of the
Believer; and therefore muft regard the lawfulnefs of
their conjugal relation. Andif they are faid to be
{an®ified 1in this refpe@, the Sandtity of the Chil-
dren, which is deriv'd from it, can rife no higher than
the fource from whence it flows, and may well be
underftood of their Le%itimacv. _

4. Whatever Holinefs is afcrib’d to the Children,
one of whofe Parents is a Believer ; the Apoftle does
1ot here fuggeft in the leaft that Infants ought to be
baptized 5 nor can this be fairly infer'd, for we have
proved before, that a credible Profeilion of Faith
and Repentanceonght tobe made by all thofe who
are admitted to Baptifm before they can juftly be ac-
coutited proper Subje®s of that Ordinance.

To return to Mr. R’s Reafons of the Rife and
Growth of the Anabaptifts,

3. He thus exprefles himfelf in his eighth Article :
¢ Asoften as they have power in their hand, they
¢ not only filence the Clergy, but deprive them of
¢ their Livings, and bani(h them their Habitations ;
¢ the foregoing Hiftory and Ewngland's Confufions are
¢ tooreala Truth {1 fuppofe he means Proof] here-
¢ of : and concludes with this Prayer,Good Lord deli-
ver us from a drawn Sword in the hand of a ram-
pant Anabaptiff,  Asto the foregoing Hiftory, which
I {uppole refersto his 1oth Chapter, we have confide-
red it before ; and enough has been faid to (hew whe-
ther England’s Confufionsare not much rather to be
charged on the Padobaptifts, than on the People
whon;] Mr. é? Loves flo load }Vit}l al} manmz* of Re-
proaches. By their filencing of the Clergy, depriving
them of their Livings, and banéﬂ:ing them frngr their
Habitations, a Foreigner would think that in the late
Civil Wars, the Anabaptifts had the principal power
in the State, and that their Minifters were in poffeffi-
onof all the Benefices in the Nation: whereas they
that know any thing of the Hiftory of the State of

-~ England
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England at that time, know this is a ridiculous ac- Chap.z2.
count ; and that the Anabapiifts were not the rampant
Party, asour Author would have the World belicve.

4. The gth Reafon that Mr. R, gives of their
Rife and Growth is, © That they rebaprize their
¢ Profelytes, obliging them not to come to the Af:
¢ femblies of the Church, or bear any of the Clergy,
¢ nor to hear any of their own Se&® preach, batc
¢ thofe into whofe Church they were baptized (ex-
¢ cept they be from bome)—and to keep a Trade
within themlelves, to emplov no Handicraftiman,
to buy of no Tradefman or Shopkeeper, but what
isof their own Profeflion—and if any poor be re-
baptized (favs he) they will maintain them by ga-
therings among themielves, thatthey may not for-
¢ fake them.

To which [ anfwer, that they have a much greater
Charity for the Charch of England, than Mr. R,
has for them ; that fome of them have continued
in the Communion of that Church, particular-
1y Mr. Tembes, concerning whom the Houle of Lords,
in the Reafons * they have publith’d againft fome
Claufes in the Bill againft Occalional Confarmity agi-
tated in the laft Setfion of Parliament, are pleas'd
thus to exprefs themfelves : © There was a very
¢ Learned and Famous Man that livd at Salisbury,
¢ Mr, Tombes, who was a very zealous Conformift
¢ in all Points but in one, Infant-Baptifm. Others of
them, who have diffented from that Charch, or from
other Churches profeffing Chriftiaunity, do not think
the Charity they owe to other Chriftians, ought to
deprive them of the Liberty of their own Conki-
ences, or that the ufe of this Liberty gives’em a
right to ook upon any of their Fellow-Chriftians as
unworthy of their Converfation and Refpe®. Nor
do they confine the Minifterial Office, any more
than they do their Trade and Commerce, to thofe of
their ownParty. And if they maistain their Poor

[

~x P AN

¥ See the account of the Froceedings of the Lerds Spiritual
and Temporal, in relation to the Bill, entitwled, Aun Aifos

preveating Occafional Conformity. :
v
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Chap.12. by gatherings among themfelves (as Mr. R. fays) and
V™ this be a Reafon of their Growth, ’tis a very innocent
one, while divers of the other pretended Reafons of
it are very unaccountable, and iIf true, would inevi-
tably tend to their Difieputation, and greatly to the
diminution of ’em. '

What he ays of their cenfuring thefe Failings tZ‘
the Clergy of England, which they have sn common wix
the reft of Mankind, telling us, that the Mifcarriage
of one is with them enough to defame, not only bis
whole Converfation, but the whole Church, ought to
be ferioufly refle@ed on by himfelf, If any of the
Anabaptifts have taken fuch unjuft Meafures to de-
fame others, they are very blameable ; and ’tis pity
Mr. R, fhould not fee, that he hasoften in this
Treatife us'd this Method, which he fo much con-
demns in the Anabaptifts.

He concludes his Treatife, in leaving them to God
and their own Confciences, and his Difcourfe to the
Fudgment of all good Men, who are not corrupted with
their Principles. ¢ 1 know ({ays he) they them-
¢ felves will cenfure it 5 if they are gaul'd by it, 1
¢ value not their Wincing,.

I may aflure Mr. R. that if the Anabaptifts are
gaul’d by it, they are more fenfibly touch'd by the
Rbetorick than by the Logick of 1t but ’tis time for
meto fix a Period tomy Anfwer too, which I do,
in recommending it to Mr. R’s ownPerufal, and to
the Judgment of all lmpartial Chriftians of what
Denomination foever.

P.125.

e —— et - r—

POSTSCRIPT.

H O what has been faidin the foregoing Treatife, concern-

ing the Unreajonablenefs of Mr. R's Suggeftion againft My,

Keach, is I hope fufficient to fatisfy any Impartial Man as

tohis Reputation 3 yet fome of his Friends and Neighbours,

swo of whom ave Members of Parliament, baving given him

she follawing Teftimony under their Hands, I have thought it
proper to infert it in this Place,

‘ WE whofe Names are underwritten (being Neigh-
bours and Acquaintance of Mr, Benjamin Keach,

and divers of us Padobaptifts, fome of us in the Com-
munion of the Church” of Zngland) having for many
¢ Years

- non
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¢ Ycars known his good Converfation as a Chyiftian, and as
¢ a Minifter, do folemnly declare and teftity thac we are en-
¢ tirely facisfied, that Mr. David Ruffew’s Affertion in his
¢ Book, entituled [ Fundamentals without a Foundation, pag.
¢ 31.]) that the faid Mr. Keach has been lately accus'd of
¢ Uncleannefs, i. falfe, groundlefs and malicious ; for we
¢ never before heard of any fuch Accufation made againft
¢ him by any Perfonw hatfoever, or that he was ever charg-
¢ ed with the leaft Immodcfty ; and we believe Mr. Ruffen
¢ might with as much Juitice have accus’d any other pious
¢ and modeft Man in the World, This we think our felves
¢ in Juftice bound to declare, to prevent Mr. Keach’s La-
¢ bours and Books (feveral of which, even in Mr. Ruffen’s P. 4.
¢ Opinion, deferve due Commendation) from being flighted
¢ orrendered wfelefs toany. And we doubt not, that Mr.
¢ Keach might have the Teftimony of a Mulritude of Hands
¢ befides ours to what is abovefaid. In witnels of which we
¢ fccour Hands, Septemb. 6. 1703.

Richard Wilkinfon, William Willmott,  Tho. Hollis,

Fofeph Collett, Robert Cabbel, Thimas Mayo,
Fobn Hollis, Fobn Valley, William Leader,
Charles Cox, Richard Newnham,  Gceorge Ongley,
Fofeph Worley, Valeutine Glover,  Fobn Maore,
Benjarnin Wyatt, Richard Richardfon, Edward Fleming,
Thomas Fofter, Edward Hinchliffe,  Fohn Gough,
Fobn Standard, Fobn Cholmley, Anthony Quarles,
Fofbua Farrow, Fofeph Chitsy, Fohn Webb.

Fobn Roberts,

AN APPENDIX,

Containing brief Remarks on My, Broome's Letter,
annex’d to Mr. R’s Book.

THO I have done with Mr. Ruffen, it may be expetted I
fhould take notice of Mr. Broome’s Letcer, who pre-
tends to offer fome further Arguments relating to the Mini- P, 4.
Jlerial Funtion, in a Counter-diftinftion to the Laity, in con-
junétion with thofe of the former.

But {ome of Mr. Broome’s Arguments proceed on a Sup-
pofition, thatthe Anabaptifts make no diftin&tion between P. 14, 15.
the private Members and Officers of a Church of Chrift,
that they are againft Ordination by Impofition of Hands,
and that they expeét ¢ a common Faculty tobe pourdout p ¢
¢ upon all Men and Women without any Difcrimination, by ~°
¢ extraordinary I!lumination ; whereas we have before pro-

ved,
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ved, that their Senciments are direttly contrary to all this.
His other Argumenes have either been {uthciently anfver’d
in the foregoing Treatife, or relate to the Controverfy a-
bout Epifcopacy, between thofe of the Church of England,
and the Presbyterians and Independants as well as the Ama-
baptifts ; in which’tis needlefs for me at prefent to engage,
fince it has been handled by fo many others, both former-
ly and of late. However I fhall not pafs Mr. Brosme’s Let-
ter withont making a few Remarks on it.

And firft 1 cbierve he falls on che poor Anabaptifts witha
Rage not inferiour to that of Mr. R. and begins with an
Expreffion that feems borrow’d from Zertullus the Orator
in his Accitfacion of the Apoftle, calling ema peflilent Setf,
an unhallowed Crew, whofe borrid Tenets ave abfolutely perni-
cing both to Church and State, and are wunpavdonable Errors.
He thioks chev th-uld be treated like thofe that have the
FPlagwe, and an efedtual Conrfe taken o prevent others from
Jaliing ints danger, by doing fomething like fetting in Capital
Lotters, A LOCRD HAVE MERCT upon the Doors of
thcir Houjes, And while he thus pretends to pray char God
would have Mucy on ‘em, himfelf feems refolvd to
thew "empone ; for fince he founds this dreadful Alarm,
one miy toirly conjetture, that he s not far from defi-
1o e bloaJy Flag ts be bung out againft’em, if I may ufe che
Phraic ot a late turious Author, who makes himfelf very
uneddy, becande his Neighbours live quicdy by him, 1 pafs
over many atter Terims, by which Mr. Broame exprefles his
gaou Incentions towards che Anabapeifts, but have no need
te anfiver them, becaufe there’s no Argumentin’em. Only
b would ack him, 1t he thinks chis fort ot Rhetorick 1s pro-
perto curs a3 peitilene Sefty and fanétity an unhallowed
Crew; & dils be that {avoury Speech thar adminifters Grace
t:: thie Hearers 5 and if ic be futable to his Profeffion as a
Mrditer of the Meek and tloly Jefus, and anfwerable to
tie Charactor the Aypoftle gives of one engaged n chat fa-
cred Sciviee, when he faysy The Servant of the LORD
1t ot flrive, but Lo gentle unto all Men, apt to teach, pa-
tienty in Meekrels infiruéling thofe that oppofe themfelves, if
God peradventure will give them Repentance tothe acknowledging
) tee Trith,

2. The Applaufe this Gentleman gives to Mr. R’s under-
taking, when he favs,He finds not among the Laity fo great an
Adwecate for the Truth, fuch a f1ithful Son of the Church, fuch
a Lind Patyon of the €lergyyand fuch areal Friend to the Neigh-
bowrhazd, and calls his indecent Paffions juft and pious Refent-

. ments, &c. the Satistaction he profefles to have had inreading

Mr.R’s ingenions and wfeful Treatife (as he is pleas'd to eall ir)
and
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and the Encouragement he gives him to publifh fome other Learned
Papers, which, he fays, bave too long already lain buried in Dufi and
Obfcurity, {hew that he is capable of carrying his @omplements as well
as his Cenfures to a great height, when there appears no extraor-
dinary occafion for the one or the cther.

3. Mr. B, fpeaks, p.6. as it the Election of Minifters by the People,
and the Ordination of them by thofe already in Ortice,were incoufiftent,
as if he thought thofe who maintai’d the former muft needs deny che
lacter 5 and therefore while he fhews that che Yeople had nota Pow-
er to ordain,he infinuates that they had notaright ro elect : he cenfetics
indeed that Deacens were chofen by the People, 4. 6. but he adds,
¢ Theremight be a {pecial Reafon ac that time, for toallow the Muli-
tude to chufe theirown Deacons, the Money which was ar that time
siven by them to the Poor, was to be entrufted in the Hands of
thofe Perfons ; and theretore there was a good Reafon that the People
fhould approve of fuch, in whofe Hands thcir Money wis to be
depofited. By which he feems to fuggeft,thar this choice of the Peo-
ple was not ordinarily to be allow’d : But if this Office of Deacons was
inflicuted, that the Charity of the People might be commodioufiy dif-
tributed among the Poor by cheir Hands, how could the Depcfiting of
the People’s Money in their Hands be a fpecial reafon, rthar they
fhould be allow’d to choofe them then, when the fume reafon holds
good for the Peoples choice of themin all fucceeding times 2 For tho
tome have f{cparated the proper Work of Deacons from that Oflice,
and ordain Men to the OMice without defigning them to that Work
which is cflenttal to i, and fo regard the Name more than the Thing
yet this reafon Mr. B. menticns will {Hll remain pood, and wll juftity
a popular Eletion of them, as long as the Primicive Inflicution of
that Office in the Word of God is of Auchority to direft the Church
of Chrift. AndI would willingly know ot this Gentleman, fince he
grants it was very reafonable that the People thould choofe thefe
with whom they were to entruft cheir Money 3 whether 1t 15 net as
reafonable they fhould choofe the Perfons under wholce Care they cn-
rruft eheir Souls 2 For it their Souls are preferab'e to cheir Monev,
his Reafon for their Eleétion of Deacons will prove yct more cogetit
for the choice of Bifhops or Eldcrs.

4- The Suppofition he mentions of the Bithop of Cark and Rafv, that
the Alteration made in fome Editions of the Englifh Bible, by putting
ye tor we, ACL6.3. Choofe feven Men whom ye miay appoint, was from a
Defign ro corrupe that Paffage, and ner a miftake of the Prefs, fecms co
me not very charitable, nor indeed probable. *Tis hard to judgany
Party of Men capable of fo higha Crime withcut goed Proof; and
"tis unlikely that any Perfons of commen fenfecould imagine fuch a
Fraud fhould efcape Difcovery, ina Narion where there are fo greae
a Number ot Learned Men, who well underftand the Original to dc.
tect fuch an Impofture, and fo many cther yreceding Englifh Editions
eruly printed to confrone it.  *Tis but one Letter thatis varied, there-
fore itmay well be fuppes'd to have firft happen'd thro the Compofi-
$or’s Miftake ; and one Copy being printed by ancther it might pafs in-

to

-
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tu divers Editions, but could nor potfibly remain long undiﬁ:ovcr:t
It one mighc indulge any Thoughis of this kind, it looks much Jef
tmprobable, thac the Tran(lation of the word twiruovss, Overfeeds,
in the 20th Chaptzr ot che Ay of the Apaitles, which in other Plis
ces is render’d Sivhepy, cho tis no Corruption of the Texr, vet was
detign’d o hude icom the People the Tdentity of the Ofice of Bijlops
and Elders 5 tor it chs word had been wanflated Bifhops, cvay one
wonld eaftly have abierved, thac thofe very Perfons who are taid o
be Eidersof the Church of Ephefs wn ¢he 15th vor, are afrerwards
cill'd Bifbops in the 2875 : which makes it cvident, thita Bithop and
an Elder denore one and che fame Ofce,  Due 1 will not venwure o
fay, this way deiiznedly done by the Tranilators of the Rible, to pre-
vent the People trom conciuding, thac there was no real diffeyence be-
tween the Ofice of a Bifbop, and thac of a Preshyter or Eldev.

5. Tho My. B, would willingly retain Clemens Romanus on bis (ide 1n
the poine of Epifcopacy, “tisvery plain thic this Auchar * fpeaks only
ot two Ofces in the Chuvch, thar of Bifhops and that of Deacons;
and 'tis a5 plain chata F Bifhop and Uresbyeer are {ynonymous Terms in
his Account, as well as in chat of the Apoftle Panl, Tit.1. 4,6,7.

6. 'T1s fomewhae (trange thar My, B. thould fpeak ot Lewrning and
Edrcation,p.16,17,7y 24. and a Capacity of interpreting che H.Scriprure
as abfolutcly eileatiad o a Misifter ot Chrift, and from hence take oc-
€aiion o contoina the Amabapiits, becanfe he {fuppofes fome of their
Minitfters are nor duly quaiiited for preaching @ when on the ouc
band the Principles o che Anabapeiite adimic only thofe to the paftoral
Chorge, whoare capable of preaching chie Word |}, and on the other
haud, the Chureh of Englend has admitted many into the Minifiry,
who have had boravery lietle ftock of Learning, efpecially upon thie
eitabitthment of the Retormation, when there were but few Learned
Mcn, 1 ¢ ompirion o the Numberof Parithes that were to be fuppli-
ed 5 and the Canons of chat Church ¥+ admur fome to che Miniftey,
who are nce allow’d e preach, orfo muchasto expound any Sciifture o
mmatter of Dofivine, bue are directed only to flndy, o vead planly and
aptly Cwithut ghifing or adding ) the Homilics already ot futhy o
hereafrer te ke publifhed by lawtul Authoricy.

Yaftlv, When he defpares in the clofe of his Epiille, of convincny
the foolil and obitinage Anabaprtifts, the Reafon he adds is, becanfe v
oes mot appear evident to bimin all the Hiflory of the Geofpely that o
Eovd Bimfelf ammgit his many mighty Works and Mivacles, ever ewica
Ferveieneis and Obftinicy,  Whereas every Sinner Is nawarally {0 per-
vevte and obflinace, tharnothing lefs than chie Fffores of omaipotent
Graee can reduce im to the Obedience of Chrift : and confequently
valets 1che preceaded chat our Saviour ¢onverted no Sinaer in the whole
Hitlery of the Goipel, 1t mudl be acknowledyg’d he cur'd Perverfenets and
Obitinaey, vhichisthe fame thing with tiing away a floy Hewd,
ard jiving a Heat of Flefh, Ecck, 36, 26,

© Cicim, Rom. bp, 1 ad Cor.caps 420 T Mbid, cap. 44, || Secth
Covefin oy raitn, Chapy 24, selt 1o, 11, 40 See Canon (8, X 45
FINTS



