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feem’d to converfe with Men, and to fuffer in a Human Chap.10.
Form. So that thefe Hereticks, who are reprefented L/ V™0
by Mr. R. to have held the fame Opinions, were not

all of a mind in the Points hementions. But his defign

feems not to have been fomuchtogive a juft account of

the Sentiments of thofe Hereticks, as to fix Names of
Reproachon the Anabaptifls. He fays the AMelchio-

rites at Strasburg held thefe Herefies ; and therefore it

feems he thinks fit to charge the Anabapeifis in general

with ’em, according to his wonted Juftice. But the
foremention’d Citation from their Confeflion of Faith,

Chap. 8, fully thews how oppofite the Principles of the

greatelt part of the Engli/h Anabaptiils are to thefe
Herefies.

3. Hegoeson, and affirms © that they are Novatians
¢ and Donatifts 5 and that he fays, 1£,in Re-baptizing :
¢ 2ly, Inthat they judg none of the true Church, but
¢ thofe of their way. That 3dly, like the Catharifts
© or Paritans they would caft outof the Church for
¢ every the lealt Imperfe@ion. Andadds, ¢ That’tis
¢ the general Pra&ice of them all, to thruft out of
¢ their Church thofe whom they account fcandalous.
¢ And 4161_, that ¢ They are a turbulent fort of Men,

:gﬁur ing the Peace of the Church and State,
C.

Whereas the Novatians refusd to admit thofe to
Repentance, who fell into Sin after Baptifm; and
the Donatifts rebaptized thofe that came to them,
from the Communion of fuch as they reputed Here:
ticks : Mr. R. ought to have proved, that the Ana-
baptifts in general come up to their Prisciples, as he
affirms, for neither of thofe two Opinions are main-
tained lw any Party of Anabaptifts that I know of,
And we have before fufficiently (hewn, that they are
not for the Repetition of Baptifm, whatever the
Name they commonly bear imports, and however
Mr. R. makes this the conftant Do&rineof them all.
And enough has been faid before to take off the {z-
cond Reproach he calls on them, wiz. that they judg
none of the true Church, but thofe of ther own
way; and the contrary of what Mr, K, here laysto
their Charge isfo well known by thofe who are ac-
quainted with them, that it would be fuperfiuons to

P4 add
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Chap.10. 3dd any thing moreunder this Head. As to the 3d
'V part of the Charge, Mr. R, proceeds too far, when
he fays, they cait Perfons out of the Church for the
Jeait Impertection.  Butheis in the right, when he
fivs they thruft out thofe whom they account fcanda-
lus: Indeed they don't pretend there are no Scandals
in the Church, or lewd and wvicrons Livers, as he ex-
pretles it before ;, for if no fuch Perfons were in the
Church, there would be no occafion to thruft them
oui. But as Mr. R. has no great rcafon to count
them Hereticks, for excluding lewd, vicicus and
fcandalous Perfons from  thetr Communion: So
the account he gives here of their over-itrict Difci-
phire, feenis not to agree weil with the Tax Morals
he imputes to them, in fo many other Places of his
Treattfe.  Andif Stricnefs of Difcipline, in expel-
Iing lewd, vicious and fcandalous Perfons, be account-
eu Herefy, ’tis eafy to guefs what kind of Difcipline
this Gentleman thinks becoming Orthodox Churches.
As for the laft thing, wheranhe makes the Anabap-
tittsvefdmble the Donatifts, viz, in difturbing Charch
and State 3 ‘tiswhat be more largdly inftls on, and
move ftreruonfly incalcates hereafter 5 and therefore
I proceed to his fourth Charge of Herelv, whichis,
thut of the Pelsgiars and Socinians, in denying Orig:-
il Sinyat fecft- (he fays) as to the condemning part of
7+.  He charged Secinianifim on them before, under
the Name of Arianifm y and now he imputes notbing
of Socimianifm to thum, bot the Denial of Original
Sin.  He fays, thar this &5 prefefjed Ly moft [iie. of
the Anabaptiits] weedsna Freof. Yet fome People
think 1t necds a betrer than what he brings 3 for his
having diicours’d with feveral of them on this Argu-
raent, and his Citation of a Paffage from one of ‘e
totins purpofe, ‘will nomore prove the greateft part
of them of this Opinion,  than another Man's Dif
courfe with fome Heterodox Perfons in the Church of
Eugliny will prove the greateft part of her Mem-
bers cormpt in their Prinaiples.  He tells us that the
Dentalof Original Sin 15 one of the prime Arguments a-
cain? [o:r me-Baptifm g bat the Anabaptifts fuppofe they
bave mocibetter Reafons againit i, Their Words
corcerning Originag Sinin their Confeffion of Faith
are
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are as follow : ¢ * Our firft Parents by this Sin, fell Chap.1o.
¢ from their Original Righteoufnefs and Communion '/ V™)
¢ with God, and we in them, whereby Death came

¢ upon all, all becoming dead in Sin, and wholly de-

¢ ﬁr’d in all the Faculties and Parts of Soul and Body.

¢ They being the Root, and by God's Appointment

¢ ftanding in the room and ftead of Mankind, the

¢ Guilt of the Sin was imputed, and corrupted Na-

¢ tare conveyed to all their Pofterity, delcending

from them by ordinary Generation, being now
conceiv'd in Sin, and by nature Children of Wrath,

the Servants of Sin, the Subje@sof Death, and ail

other Miferies Spiritual, Temporal and Eternal,

unlefs the Lord Jefus fet them free.  From this O-

riginal Corruption, whereby we are utterly indif

pos'd, difabled and made oppofite to all good, and

¢ wholly inclind to all evil, do proceed all a&ual

* Tranfgreffions.

By what he adds at the clofe of this Paragraph,

that when he hears any of their Children [i. e. of the
Anabaptilts] fwearing in the Streets, bis Soul pities
them, and that be reflects upon the Uncharitablenefs of
the Parents, Death being {ndden ; he feems to inlina-
ate, either that the Admiffion of their Chiidren to
Baptifin in Infancy, would have prevented them
from being profane afterwards; or that fince they
are profane, it would be well for them if they were
baptized, for then they would go fafe to Heaven, if
they fhould be furprized by Death. For the firft I
fuppole Mr. R. will {carce venture to affertit, fince
there are {o many Inftances in the World to confute
it 5 and it may be fafely afferted, that theunbapti-
zed Children of the Anabaptifts are uot fo often
heard to {wear in the Streets asother Children, who
are fuppos’dto have been baptized in their Infancy.
~And as for the other Suppofition, wiz. if he thinks
fwearing Children are fecure of Heaven when they
die, becaufe baptizedin Infancy; ’tisanew Doctrine
net fit to be put into a Catechifm,

But ¢ under this Head (fays he) comes the Doc-

-~ & ;N

* Chapn 6! SC&- 2’ 3’ 4‘ ¢ .
trine
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Chap.10. ¢ trine of Univerfal Redemption, which is acknow-
* ledged by them, tho they diverf{ly explainit ; fome
¢ fay Chrift died indifferently for all, others limit
¢ this Univerfal Redemption to Infants only. *Tis
true, there are many of the Anabaptifts for General
Redemption, tho this Gentleman gives a very lame
account of their Notions : but this Opinion feems to
be much more common in the Church of which
he profefles himfelf a Member, and in fome other
Churches of Pzdobaptifts. However the aforefaid
Confeflion of Faith afferts particular Elettion and f-
nal Perfeverance *.

The §th Heretigal Name by which Mr. R. calls
them, is that of Apoolifis or Apoflelics 3 he fays,
¢ They affirm that none ought to poflefs any Lands or
¢ Goods to themfelves, but that they ought to have
¢ all things common. He tells us of fome of them
that ©left Houfes, Wives and Trades, till the
¢ werefo burdenfom to the Brethrem, that at la
¢ they were excommunicated as idle Drones. 1 fup-
gofc e fpeaks of fome in Germany, with whom I

ave no concern at prefent ; as for the Anabaptiftsin
England, they bave no Principle or Cuftom, like
that which he here condemns. In the Confeflion of
Faith abovemention’d 1, after having afferted and
explain’d the Communion of Saints, theyfay : ¢ Ne-
¢ verthelefs their Communion one with another as
¢ Saints, doth not take away or infringe the Title or
¢ Propriety which each Man hath in his Goods and
¢ Rofleffions.

In the 6th place this Gentleman is pleas’d to call
*em Entbufiafts and Fanaticks, affirming that they fay
the Scripture is not the only Rule of Fasth, that they
pretend to have the Gift of Propoecy by Dreams and
Vifons, &c, For this he compares ’em to Mabomet,
Muggleton and the Quakers, and fays he thinks Bed-
lum to be the beft Confutation, 1 fuppofe he means of
thefe Dreams and Vifions 3 but’tis to be fear'd they
are rather in his own Brain than among the Anabap-

* Chap. 3. of God’s Decrees, Sett. g, 6.
t Chap. 27. Seft. 2.

tifbs,
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tifls, for they fpeak the Words of Truth and Sober- Chap.10.
nefs. They fay, ¢ * The whole Counfel of God, (VY
¢ concerning all things neceflary for his own Glory,

¢ and Man’s Salvation,Faith and Life,iseither exprefly

¢ fet down, or neceffarily containd in the Holy

¢ Scripture, unto which nothing atany time is to be

¢ added, whether by new Revelation of the Spirit

¢ or Traditions of Men.

His7th Article beginsthus : © They are AManichees
¢ and Fefuits, in that they reje@ Magiftracy among
¢ Chriftians, They fay it is lawful for the People to
¢ lay Hands on the Lord’s anointed ; to depofe and
¢ flay heretical, and asthey fay wicked Magiftrates.
And after more to the fame purpofe, ¢ This (fays he)
¢ Ibring asa Chargeupon the whole. Headds, thar
¢ they difallow the Chriftian Magiftrates to punifh
¢ Malefa&ors, and that thev difown the Adminiftra-
“ tion of Qaths, as do the Quakers:; tho for Intereft
* and Trade, fome will take an Oathj and thae
¢ they think a Chriftian cannot with a good Con-
¢ {cience bear the Office of a Magiitrate.

None can doubt of Mr. R’s kind Intention to-
wards the Anabaptifts in England, when he brings
fuch a Charge as this upon the Whole (as he expref-
fes it) and yet this Charge which ought to be fup-
ported by the fulleft Evidence, refts on no other
Proof than hisown Affertion, and isas credible as
what he before fays of thefe /l/f;micbees,into whole Se®@
he now thrufts them: for in the feventh Page of
his Book he fays, thefe Hereticks baptized none at all 5
and feven Pages after, that they maintain’d the Opi-
nionand Pra&ice of Infant-Baptifm; for I prefume
by Manicheans and Moanichees he means the fame
People. We know (layshe) they frequently condemn
Magiftracy in their private Difconrfe, and ufes other
fuch like Infinuations; 1f you oppofe their Behaviour
to what he alledges, he tells %ou, ’tis becaufe their
Hoands are bound, But if hebe the only Perfon that

retends to have heard this privare Difcourfe, it will
Eardly appear of more weight than his private Inter-

¥ Confeffisn of Faith, Chap. 1. Selt. 6.
pretation
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Chap.1o. pretation of the Wordsof an Apoftle, when he adds,
WV that ¢ they are thofe Hereticks {poken of by S, Fude,
¢ whom, alluding to AMuncer, Fobn of Leyden, Fohn
¢ Marthews and others of their Ring-l.eaders, he
¢ calls filthy Dreamers, who defpife Dominton, and
¢ [peak evilof Digmries. This Gentleman {eems very
pofitive in his Explication of Scripture, when he de-
termines this Paffagey which plainly refers to Perfons
who lived in the Apofile’s time, to regard People
thar lived fo many Ages fince: and 'tisa very hne
Difcovery of Mr. R’s, that when this Apoftle is re-
He&ing on fome Seducers of his own time, he is to
be underftood to allude to the Anabaptifts in Germa-
2y 5 1. e. when he would defcribe thofe evil Men in
the Primitive Time, he alludes to fome People that
would ftart up in the World 1500 years after, fup-
pofing the Chara&er of thefe lait better known in
the Apoftolick Age, than that of the former who
were then living 5, for his Allufion to the one, mult
be to make the plainer Defcription of the other, elfe
I lﬁ’now not why this Gentleman f(hould call it an Al-
lufion,
Again, why fhould this Charge be laid on the
whole Body of the Anabaptifts, on the account of
this private Difcourfe, unlefs Mr. R. has had {uch
private Difcourfe with themall;y or a competent num-
ber of other Men have had the like Difcourfe with
the generality of ’em, which muft have inevitably
made the matter the Subject of publick Difcourfe long
before thistime, and mult have convinc’d the World
they were fit for the Tenements in Moor-fields ? For
they muft certainly be diftra&ed thatdeny all Aagi-
fracy, and {ay ’ts mdawful to punifh Malefaltors
the vileft Rebels and Ufurpershave always propos'd to
themfelves fome fort of Government when they have
prevail’d, have fix'd a fort of Magiftracy, prefcribd
Laws,and given ’em a Sanction by annexing Penalties ;
it being impoffible for any Society to fublift without
fuch Meafures as thefe.  For thofe that have moft in-
veighed againft Magiftracy in other Perfons,have been
very ambitious of that Truft themRlves; and even
AMuncer and Jobn of Leyden did not run the length
this Author pretends, but eftablifth’d a fort of Govern:
mxut,
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ment, publif’d Laws, and punift’d thofe that tran{- Chap.1o.
grefld ’em. So that the fierv Zeal of this Gentleman /YN
eranfports him to pufh this Chara®er of Herefy be-

yond the bounds of Probability, and this Accufati-

on fiuks with its awn Weight.

Nor does this Infinuation of his much mend the
matter, when he fays, ¢ The ftrange Devaftations in
¢ Germany, and the Miferies of our late Civil Wars
¢ in England, may give us fufficient notice, how fharp
¢ an Anabaptift Sword is, when he can get Liberty
¢ to draw him.

*Tis not to be doubted that a He-Sword is a fharp
Weapon in any Man's Hand, but efpecially in the
Yland of a He-Propherefs 3 for that there is fuch a
fort of Perfons, is plainly enough intimated by Mr. Chap. 5.
R. when he tells us of She-Propheteffes among the 1'1.- 24
Anabaptifis; tho perhaps ’tis the firft time that ever
the World was inform’d that there are Propheteffes
of both Sexes. As to the Devaltation in Germany
by the Anabaptifts, it will be the Subject of our Con-
fideration in the ncxt Chapter. And that fome o-
ther Parties made a much greater Figure than the
Auabaptifisin the Civil Warsin England; and that
the Quarrel that occafion’d thofe Wars, was not
founded on any Principles peculiar to this Sect, is
well known to fach as are acquainted with the Hil-
tory of thofe Times. And T think itnot improper
on this occafion, to cite the Words of the judictous
Capt. Richard Deane, his Letter to Dr. Barlow
late Bifhop of L ucoln, concerning the proper Sibjett
arnd Adminiftration of Buprifm, from the 1oth Page
to the 13th inclafively, — Having fpoken of the en-
creafeof the Nomber of the Anabaptifts in the Year
16.40, and for about 10 years atter : ¢ In that time
¢ (fays he) did this Opinion Ipread it felt allo into
¢ fome of the Regiments of Horfe and Foot inthe
¢ Army ; and in 1650 and afterwards, fome profefling
¢ this Opinion, were called from their private Em-
ployments, and prefer'd to Commands at Sea 5 a-
mong others Captain Aildmay, to command the
Admiral Flag-tLip under the late Duke of Albemarle,
when he was one of the Generals at Sea; Capt.
Pak to command the Flag-fhip under Sir George

¢ Alcr

"
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Afcue Rear-Admiraly Sir Fobn Harman to com-
mand the Admiral Flag-fhip, under his Royal
Highnefs the Duke of Tork. But notwithftanding
fome of this Se had that countenunce given ’em,
as Lhave mention'd, by fuch as had the principal
management of Affairs; yet this Se& in general
(asthey have publifh’d in their Apologies) were the
leaft of any fort of People concern’d in any Vicif
tudes of Government that happen'd among ws. My
Stations within the aforemention’d ten years, gave
me opportunity to know moft Perfons and A&ions
of Note, in reference as well to Civil as Martial
Affairs, and particularly thofe of this Se® ; and al-
tho inand after the Year 1649, their Numi)ers did
increafe, in fo much that the principal Officers in
divers Regiments of Horfe and Foot became Ana-
baptifts, and particularly in Oliver Crommell's own
Regiment of Horfe, when he was Captain-Gene-
ral of all the Parliament’s Forces; andin the Duke
of Albemarle’sown Regiment of Foot, when he
was General of all the Englifh Forces in Scotland ;
yet by the beft Information 1 could have, there were
not at any time before the Year 1649, twenty Anabap-
t1fts in any fort of Command in the whale Army.
And untilafter the Year 1648, there were no more
than only two, viz. Mr. Lawrence, and Mr. Fobn
Erennes, one of the old Lord Say’s Sons, who made
Profeflion of this Opinion, chofen into the Com-
mons Houfe of Parliament: And both thefe did in
that Year, and inthe Life-time of the late King
Charles, (as I have been credibly inform’d) vo-

“lantarily depart from that Parliament, as not ap-

proving their Proceedings againft the Perfon of
the King, and fat no more in it, but livid private-
ly, untd about fix Years afterwards (a new Form
of Government being then fram'd, and in appea-
rance fettled) Mr. Lawrence was called again nto
publick Employment. 1 confel§ to your Lord(hip,
I never heard of any Auabaptift in the King’s Ar.
my, during the Conteft between his Majefty and
the Parliament : And perhaps becaufe there were
fome in the Parliament’s Army, and none in the
King’s Army, fome Perfons have from thcnccz taken

oCcCa
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¢ occafion to affirm, that the Opinion of Apabap- Chap.10:

: tifm in the Church, is oppofite to Monarchy in the LA™/
State~——-

And alittle after : It is trte (fays he) asbefore P. 14,15
¢ is mention'd, that this Opinion was no general Bar
¢ to the Continuance of {uch as did embrace it in
¢ publick Employments 3 tho I have caufe to believe
¢ one fpecial Reafon of disbanding an entire Regi-
¢ ment *inthe Earlof Effex’s Army, was, for that
¢ the Colonel entertain’d and gave Countenance to
¢ Separatifts and fome Anabapeits.  And that which
¢ occafion’d Oliver Cromwell (after he ufurped the
¢ Government of Lord Prote®or) tb difcharge at
¢ onceall the principal Officers of hisown Regiment
¢ (upon other pretences) was for that they were all
¢ Anabaptifs, &c.

In fine, ’tis notorious, that the Do&rine and Prac-
tice of the Anabaptifts in{ England, is the very Re-
verfe of this Charge of Mr. R. For their Pra®ice
they appeal to all that know them, and for their Doc-
trine, to their printed Confeflions of Faith. And
with what Forehead can this Gentleman accufe ’em
of condemning Magifiracy, and the Adminifiration of
Oatbs, when they have fo readily and founanimoufly
fworn Allegiance both to the late King William,
and to her prefent Majelty, while no fmall num-
her of Pzdobaptilts, profeffing themfelves to be
Members of the Church of England, have declin'd
that Doty ? |

I fhall conclude this Head withtwo or three Paffa-

¢s taken out of their Confeflion of Faith: They
ay, ‘T A lawful Oath is a part of Religious Wor-
¢ fhip, wherein the Perfon {wearing in Truth, Righ-
¢ teoufnefsand Judgment, folemnly calleth God to
¢ witnefs what he fweareth, and to judg him ac-
¢ cording to the Truth or Falfenefs thereof.——And
they ad ¢ The Name of God only is that
¢ by which Men ocughtto fwear, and therein it is to
¢ beus'd with all Holy Fear and Reverence; there

¥ Colonel Holmftead’s Regiment.
T Chap. 23. Of lawful Oaths andVows, Seit. 1, 2, 3.
| ¢ fore
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¢ fore to fiwear vainly or rafhly by that Glorious and
¢ Dreadful Name, or to fiwear at all by any other
¢ thing, is finful and to be abhorr'd : et as in matter
¢ of Weight and Moment, for Confirmation of
® Truth, and ending all Strife, an Oath is warrang
¢ ed by the Word of God ; fo a lawful Oath being
¢ impos'd by lawful Authority, in fuch matters ought
® to be taken. Whofoever “taketh an Oath war-
¢ ranted by the Word of God, ought duly to con-
¢ fider the weightinefs of fo folemn an Act, and there-
¢ in toavouch nothing but what he knoweth to be the
¢ Truth 5 for that by rath, falfe and vain Oaths, the
¢ Lordis provoked, and for them this Land mourns.
¢ An OatE 1s to be takeri in the plain and common
¢ fenfe of the Words, without Equivocation or
¢ mental Refervation. = And of the Civil Magiftrate
they fy,  God the Supreme Lord and King of all
¢ the World, hath ordained Civil Magiitrates to be
- under him over the People, for his own Glory and
¢ the Publick Goed 5 and to this end bath arm’d
¢ them with the Power of the Sword, for Defence
® and Encouragement of them thar do good, and
¢ fur the Punifhment of evil Doers.  And it is law-
¢ ful for Chriftians to accept and execute the Office
¢ of a Magiftrate, when called thereanto ; in the
¢ Management whereof as they ought efpecially to
¢ maintain Juftice and Peace, according to the whole-
¢ fome Laws of each Kingdom and Commonvyealth,
* {ofor that end, they may lawfually now under the
* New Teftament, wage War vpon jult and neceffa-
© 1y occafions.  And Civil Magiftrates being fet up
* by God for the ends aforefaid, Subjection in all
¢ lawful things commanded by them, cught to be
: yielded by'us in the Iord, ~not only for Wrath,
. but for Confcience-fake; and we ouglit to make
. Supplicaticns and Prayers for Kings, and all that
. dre Authority, that vnder them we may live a
( qu{x{:t aud peaceable Life in all Godlines and Ho-
nefty. | -

Mr. R'snext Charge is of equal Credit with thie
concerning AMag'firacy and Oaths : He tells the World
the Anabaptifts are Yews and Mabometans, in allow-
wg Polygamy 5 this he confirms by fomg Stories from

Geymanyy
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Germany, and this was powr multiplier le nomme du Chap.10.
Pewple de Dieu, as, he fays, his Author Ch.Njel has it, /NN
which Mr. R. tranflates, to encreafe the Name of the
People of God ; tho (by the way) 1 fuppofe he mif-
takes romme for vombre, and {hould have render’d it
to encreafe the Number of the People of Gods as the
fenfe feems to dire®. He adds, that fomc of them
affirm, that ¢ thofe Women fin grievoufly who lic
¢ with their Husbands that are not rebaptized, be-
¢ caufe they are Gestiles, but that they may lie with
¢ any who are rebaptized ; with more to the fame
purpofe : And ttllgn fays, ¢ How far this Head is ap-
< plicable to thofe of this Age, they themfelvesbefk
¢ know 3 whatis done in private we know net ; fhould
¢ they once have the Rule and Dominion, we thould
¢ foon fee their Pradtice. Mr. R, has not the face
to fav, that cither Polycamy or Community of Wo-
snen is praifed by them publickly 5 and he confefles
be knows not what 15 done sn private among them, and
yet infinuates that they are guilty ; and the Proof
of it is to be expe@ed when once they have Rule and
Dominior. And may not they with as much reafon
fay, How far this Fead is applicable to My, R. he
bimfelf beft knows 5 what is done by bim in private we
know nor 5 fhoild be once bave Rule and Dominion, we
fhould foon fee bis Praftice ¢ With wbat Cenfcience
can he'attempt to wound the Reputation of a great
Wumber of fober People, after a manner that he
would count very unjuit, if pracis’d on his own
WName ?

What he fabjoins of a Se@ among ’em call’'d Ds-
worcers, who had a Maxim; that a Man may pat_a-
way bis Wife, if fbe differs from him in point of Re-
ligion, is of the fame ftamp with the reft, if he
means it againft the Anabaptifts in England ; if be
defigns thofe in Germany, 1 veed fay nothing of them
till we arrive athis 10th Chapter.

Tho it may feem fuperfluous to fay any thing more
to an Accufation that has no colour of Probability
attending it, yet to take off all manner of Sufpicion
from the Minds of the moit credulous, I fhall cite the
foremention’d Confefion of Faith, wherein they fpeak
of Marriage in the followinqucrms: ¢ Marriageis Chzs.§

{0
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¢ tobe between one Man and one Woman, neither

LN s it lawlul for any Man to have more than one

¢ Wife, nor for any Woman to have more than one
¢ Husband at the fame time. Again, © It is lawful

Set. 35 4+ ¢ for all forts of People to marry, who are able with

Lev.18.

¢ Judgment to give their Conlent, yet it is the Duty
¢ of Chriftiansto marry in the LORD ; and there-
¢ fore fuch as profefs the true Rciligion, fhould not
¢ marry with Infidels or Idolaters 5 neither fhould
¢ inch as are godly be unequally yok'd, by marrying
¢ withinch as are wicked in their Life, or main-
¢ tain damnable Herely. Marriage ought not to be
¢ within the degrees of Canfanguinity or Affinity for-
¢ bidden in the Word, nor can fuch inceftuous Mar-
¢ riage ever be made lawful by any lLaw of Man,
¢ or Confent of Parties, {o as thofe Perfons may live
¢ together as Man and Wife.

Mr. R’s ninth Article againft the Anabaptifts is,
that they are Milleiaries or Chiliafts  that they fay,
¢ Before the Day of Judgment Chrift fhall come
¢ down from Heaven, and reign with the Saints up-
¢ on Earth a thoufand years; at what time they
¢ {hall raife a Monarchy, in which all the Wicked
¢ fhall be deltroy’d, and the Godly, meaning them-
¢ felves, fhali reign alone, binding Kings in Chains,
¢ and their Nobles in Links of Iron. For (fays he)
¢ they fuppofe themfelves the People who muf} fulfil
¢ that Prophecy, Pfal. 149.8.

This Gentleman here feems to fuggeft, what he
has before more than once afferted, namely, that
the Anabaptifts are for damning all athers, and mak-
ing themfelvesthe only true Chriftians, What elfe can
be meant by reprefenting their Opinion about the
Millenninm after this manner, as if themfelves were
the Godly Perfons who fhould reign with Chrift
ALONE, and themfelves the People who muft ful-
fil that Prophecy, Pfal. 149.8? But enough has
been already faid, to prove not only that they Lave
more Charity, than to count all unbaptized Perfons
among the Namber of the Ungodly, but alfo that
fuch a Notion is utterly inconfifltent with thole Prin-
ciples they hold concerning Baptifm.

T As
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As to the Do@rine he here imputes to them, he Chap.10
%wes a very odd account of it, when he makes’em _~~U
ay, Chrift fhall come down from Heaven, andreign
wirl: the Saints, at what time they [hall raife a No-
narchy. I fuppofe they who think Chrift will come
down from Heaven, and reign with his Saints, be-
lieve alfo that this Monarchy will beof his own rai-
fing, and not that they fhall then raife it for him.
How:ver this Opinion needs give no umbrage to
any Prince or State, fince the accomplifbment of
the 149th Pfalm is refer'd till Chrift comes from
Heaven, by the Scheme Mr. R. imputes to the Anav
baptifls.

The Truth of the matter is, he does not take all
the Precautions he ought in drawing their Picture ;
for rather than not fayv enough againft 'em, he gives
em almolt every Charader that may be likely to
render them odious, tho what he advances in one
place, militates againft what he faysin another.

Tho h: faitens the Do&rinc of the Afillenninm on
the Anabaptifts only, by inftancing intwo or three
Perfons among them who have held it, which is very
incompetent Proof ; yet I make no fcraple of acknow-
ledging, that many of - them hold, that Chrift thall
have a Kingdom a thoufand Years on Earth, tho the
Perfons who maintain it are of diffcrent Sentiments
as to the Time and Manner of the Adminiftration
of this Glorious Reign : bat this Opinion of theirs
is very confritent with what they declare in their
Confeffion of Faith, in the Chapter of Magiftracy,
which I have had occafion to cite before.

Nor are they alone in this Opinion, fince tis well
known, that not only many Pedobaptifts who dif-
{ent from the National Church hold the fame Doc-
trine, but divers Perfons of eminent Figure in it
have written in defence of it. And if Mr. R. had
produc’d as much Scriptare and Reafon_to defend the
Caufe he has undertaken, as Mr. Fofeph Mede and
others have done to prove the Do&rine of the Al
lensum, 1 fhould not have given him the Trouble of an
Anfwer to his Book. One would think he who pre-
tends to fo much Learning, fhould know that this

Dadring is nos peculiar to_the Anabaptifls, and (if it
Q 2 WEre
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Chip.ro. were an Error) might as well raife a Prejudice a-
gainft Infant-Baptifin, as againfi the Baptifm of only
the Adnlt, fince a great Number of Pzdobaptifts
maintain it.  And [ may add, that it wasa Dodétrine
held by divers of the antient Fathers in the Chriftian
Charch, tho fome Notions thev are faid to have had
abaout it feem not tenable 5 but ’tis not impofiible that
they may bhave been mifieprefented.

Mr. K. tellsus, He could under this Head conclude
fome of the Anabaptiffs nuder the Title of Sabbatari-
ans, who have embraced the Scunth-day Sabe +h. And
I can inform him, that [ could corclude {fon.c Pedo-
baptifts under that Title, who obferve the Seventh-
day Sabbath, and fome of themn in the Communion
of the Churchof England too: for when they hear
the fourth Commandment read, which declares the
Seventb-day to be the Sabbath of the Lord, and re-
quires the Obfervation of ity and that Prayer of the
Church immediately annexed to this Command, as
well as to each of the reft, Lord have Mercy npon wa,
and incline oar Fearts to keep this Law 5 they think
they (Lould not be fincere,either in anfwering the Ob.
ligation laid on them by God in the Commandment,
or by themfelves in this Prayer, without oblerving
the Seventh-day, which he there requires to be kept,
and which they pray their Hearts may be inclin’d to
keep. 1 know not whether it is of this or of the
Mujlewninm that Mr. R. fpeaks, when he clofes this
Period in telling us, that all the Anrabaptifts are not of
this Opinion, and that it would be well if this were the
wor(l Tenent they held; but I fuppofe he means this
of the Seventh-day Sab’bath. While he infinuates that
they hold worfe, he feems to own that this is not a
very bad Opinion. And by the way, tho I donot
fcruple to acknowledg my felf one of thofe, who ac-
count it good ; yet if Mr, R, can convince me, that
the fourth Precept of the Decalogue is abolifh’d, and
another Sabbath inftituted in the New Teftament, I
ihall immediately change my Sentiments in this matter.

This Gentleman had reafon to fay, that this Opi-
non of the Sabbath was none of the worft, when
he immediately addshis 10th Article, which is, that
the Anabsptifts are Stoicks, Epicures, Sadducees and

Hobbifi s.
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Fobbifts.  All that he prodaces to prove this Charge Chap.10.
is, that fome in his Neighbourhood fay, that the Sonl ™0
being mortal fleeps with the Body, and fhallnot arife till
the day of the Refurreftion, And he fayshe can’t be-
lieve that thofe whe put away the evil day fo far from
them, do believe it willcome at all : Be adds, that ol
Rewards and Punifoments are of no ufe, Threats and
Promifes are but Scare-crows, Heaven and Flell bit
Chimeras, if the Soul dies with the Body.

I muft confefs 1 have nothing to fay in favour of
this Opinion of the Mortality or Sleeping of the
Soul, and I count it a very unpbilofophical Notion,
as well as contrary to many plain Paflages of Scrip-
ture; but Mr. K. ought not to charge this on a
whole Party of Men, becaufe he knows fome of their
Denomination that hold it, any more than another
may take the Liberty to tax the Pedobaptifts in ge-
neral with the fame Error, becaufe fome of ’em have
embrac’d it, and frenuoufly maintain’d it in their
Writings.

Yet with Mr. R’s leave, 1 fuppofe a great diffe-
rence ought to be made between the Epicures, Sadds-
cees and Hobbifts, and thofe that believe their Sculs
and Bodies fhall at the Refarre®ion receive Rewards
and Punifhments, according to the ftate in which
they died ; for every one may eafily difcerna valt
difference ﬁet—wcen the Belief of a Refurre&ion, and
of future Reviards and Punifliments, and the dishe-
lief of all this: therefore thothefe People, who fup-
pofe thie Soul mortal, are under a great Miftake, "1
think ’tis very bard to call them Sadducecs, Epicuics
and Fobbifts, But with what Juflice Mr. R.repre-
{fents the generality of the Anabaptifts in Erglind,
as tainted with this Error, may appear by what they
declare in their Confeflion of Faith {o often mentio-
ned before, where they fay, © The Bodies of Men Chap. 31.
¢ after Death return to Dult and fce Corruption j scit. 1.
byt their Souls (which neither die nor fleep) hav-
ing an immortal Subliltence, immediately return
to God who gave them. Tha Souls of the Righ-
teous being then made perfe@ in Holinefs, are re-
ceived into Paradife, where they arewith Chrilt,
and behold the Face of God in Light and Glory,

Q3 “wd-
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Chap.10. ¢ waiting for the full Redemption of their Bodies ¢
VN and the Souls of the Wicked are caft into Hell,

P.687. of
kis Bk,

¢ where they remain in Torment and Utter Dark-

¢ nefs, referved to the Judgment of the Great Day.
¢ Belides thefe two Places for Souls feparated from
¢ their Bodies, the Scripture acknowledgeth none.
And now Mr. R. (tho he has two lathing Articles
yet behind to make up a whole dozen) is fo pleas'd
with his Performance, that he can no longer forbear
to make himfelf a Complement on this Occafion :
¢ Thope, {ays he, by this time I have made good my
¢ Charge, and provd 'em Hereticks ; their vulgar
¢ Hearers know littleof all this, and fome of their
¢ Teachers are asignorant. It{eems he knows their
Opinions better thain fome of their Teachers, and
much better than their vulgar Hearers ; for one may
eafily imagine him to be no valgar Hearer, who could
find all thefe Herefies to ¢harge upon ’em, when fome
of their Teachers and their common Hearers know
nothing of the matter. But with what Confcience
then could Mr. R, fay, mof of them bold thefe Prin-
ciples 2 and how could he bring his feventh Article,
wherein he calls ’em Manichees and Fefuits, and accu-
{is thewn of rejefting Magifiracy, as a Charge upon
the whole ? It{eems the vulgar Hearers and fome of
the Teachets are fo free from thefe Errors, that they
don’t know that they are held by their other Tea-
chers, and fele@ Hearers that are entrufted with the
Myftery 5 vet this Gentleman thinks fit to lay his
Charge vpon ’em in general, and the Reafon is ob-
vious; they are all Anabaptifts, and as fuch he has an
equal refpe® for them all. With what Plealure he
looks back on thefe Goodly Articlesof bis Charge,
may be gueft by the witty Sarcafm that immediate-
1y follows : ¢ Here is indeed (fayshe) a goodly Bead-
“ sol} of Herefigs, which if I ftrung em upon an A-
¢ nabaptiftical Catfgut, are like to make a ine Orna-
¢ ment for a Chnftian. The Fruitfulnefs of this
Gentleman’s Invention is a little furprizing 3 fome
Men might haveftudied a long time, before they
could have hit on fuch a pretti Fancy asthat of an
Anabaptiftical Catfaut upon which to firing a Bead-roll
sf Heiefies 5 fuch Flights of Wit as this ar¢ not made

n
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in the common way of Invention. Buthe prefcntly puts Chap. 10.
on a ferious Air, andvery zealoufly addreffes him{cH L AN
to his Naighboursin thefe Terms : ¢ Oh Neighbours,

¢ keep to the good old way, walkin that, and do

¢ not run gadding after thofe new wandring Lights,

¢ who will lead yeu into the Mazesof Error, the

¢ Intricacies of Herefy, and the Pit of Deftro&ion:

which Words if they had proceeded from the Mouth

of an Anabaptift,would have bin thought to have mure

Cant than Argument in’em, Whether the Anabaptiits

are in the good old way or not,will be beft kuown by
comparing their Do&rine and Pra®ice with the Word

of God;, but while this Author endeavours to make his
Neighbours believe, that to entertain their Principles

is the high way to Deftru®ion, he infinnates that

“they are guilty of maintaining damning Errors, which

this Chapter of his was defign’d to makeappear. He

adds, ¢ If they think I have charg’d thefe Errors

¢ upon them out of my own Head, let them con-

 fult Aifedsus's Comp. Theol. Pontanus Catal, Havef.
 Bullinger, Sleidan, Ofiandery Gaft.us, Hortenfius,

¢ and others. And if they bave a Capacity fit to

¢ read thofe Authors, they may find I have not flan-

¢ der’dthem, but done them Juftice. 1 muft needs

fay, whatever other Capacity they may be {uppos’d
to want, 1 believe they have Capacity enougg to
think they are unjultly dealt with, when they arere-
fer'd to the Books of Foreign Authors, to find a juft
account of their own Principles, and deflir’d to pa-
tronize what was profe(s'd and practis’d by others in
remote Countries, tho ever fo contrary to their
own Sentiments and manner of Converfition.

Mr. R. proceeds to his ekventh Article: * In their
¢ Confeflion of Faith (fays he) printed at Loiden,
¢ An. 1644, €. I find thefe Words, Whatfoever
¢ the Saintsany of them poflefs or enjov of God 1
¢ this Life, is by Faith. A dangerous Pofition, finel-
¢ ling rank of that Opimion imputed to Armacassus,
¢ that Dominien is founded en Grace. Thisis the
¢ Ground of all Tyranny, Injuftice and Immorality,
¢ & Let them take to themfelves this Charge, and
¢ examine their own Confciences, their tumultuous
¢ and rebellious A&ions have made it good, their pri-

Q4 “vare
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Chap.10. ¢ vate Dealings have been much complain’d of : Tho

YN fome diftinguith betwixt Cheating and Over-reach-
¢ ing, which latter is but a {ofter Term for down-
¢ right Knavery. He then brings in fome Lines of
Hudibras again, and telis us, ¢ tis an admirable De-
¢ fcription of a Religious Cheat, -

With what Ingenuity and Juftice Mr, K. cites
this Coufelfion of Faith, will {foon appear when I
have recited the * whole Article. They fay, ©That
¢ all Believers in the time of - this Life are in a con-
¢ tinnal Warfare, Combat and Oppofition againit
¢ Sin, Sclf, the World and the Devil, and liable to
¢ all manner of Afi¢tions, Tribulations and Perfe-
¢ cutions, and fo thall continue till Chrift comes in
“ his Kingdom, being predeftinated and appointed
“ therenntoy and whatfoever the Saints any of “em
¢ dopoflefs or enjoy of God in this Life, is only by
¢ Faith, The plain and obvious fenfe of which
Words is, that Chriftians live by Faith on God, and
thereby enjoy thofe Spiritual Bleflings which are ne-
ceffary to fupport "em under all the Afilictions that
attend their Militant State.  And it feems unaccoun-
table how it fliould come into Mr, R's Thoughts, to
pervert Words fo innocent and unexceptionable, el
pecially ficein the fame Confeffon,  they fo fully de-
clare themfclves concerning the Duties of Subjes
to their Magifirates,

And now it Mr. R. examine his own Conlcience,
whether he hasdealt fairly in his Citation of an Ar-
ricle, to prove them guiity of an Error, which has
no colour of fuch a Tendency, when that Error
1s o ciearly exploded in the fame Confeflion,

What he fays of their tumultuous and rebellious
A&ions has been anfwered before 3 and that of their
private cheating and dific -/t dealing depends only on
his Word at prefinr,  'Whether he imputes te them
that nice diftindron between Chearing and Over-réach-
ing, I am not certain 3 but what he charges without
Proof needs no anfwer. However I believe Mr. R,

* Confeflion of Faithof the People calld Anabaptifts, prin-
ied i the Year 16444 Axtic. 31,
will
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will not deny, that this Crime and others that are Chap.1o,
near akin to it, are much more frequently found
among the Members of fome other Churches
than among the Anabaptifts. He has before
accus’d ’em of too great firi&nefs, in thrufting
feandalous Perfons out of their Communion y and here
he makesthem too lax, in foffering fuch among em.
"Tis a hard matter to pleafe o, but his Confcience
feems to return uwpon him; for in the clofe of this
Paragraph, be confefles he knows manyof them that
are f%zir, honeft dealing Men, and  juft and exatt in
their Dealings.

Yet this he feems to own with fome Relu®ancy ;
for he immediately adds, that they are the moft un-
charitable People in the World, and fays, the black
Book of Damnation is opened againft all whe are not of
sheir way. How Mr. R. will efcape his own Cenlure,
of being one of the moft uncharstable People in the
Werld, 1 can'ttell, feeing he as freely condemns the
Anabaptifts tb Hell, as he unjullly charges ’em with
condemning others. What he tells us of fomething
of this kind that was fpoken in an Alchoufe, and the
like by a Neighbouring She- Anabaptift to his Wife,
will {carcely juftify lgﬁch an Accufation of Want of
Charity againft the whole Party.  And why mafl his
Neighbour be called a She-Anabaptift, any more than
bis Wife a She-Pzdobaptift, and Eim(‘elf a He-Pedo-
baptift , but thatevery thisg in an Anabaptift mu't
be render’d ridiculous ¢ What he here adds, v.=.
that Chrift Jays, Fudg not, that yc be not judged,
that Men ought to take heed of rafh Cenfures
and that the Chriftian Religion allows of (he might
have faid requires) more Charity and Humility,
&c. 1 earneftly recommend to his own Conlide-
ration. ,

He concludes this Chapter with a twofold Ob-
fervation: The ficlk is, that the Principles of the
Anabaptifts are pefilential and infeltions, and be-
ing once imbib'd feldom remov’d ; and that Ana-
baptifm is a mortal Poifon that [carce admits of
Cwre : which with what follows to the fame pur-
pofe, I pals as mepely declamagory, and built

upon
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Chap.10. upon the Suppofition of their holding Principles
VN which they difavow. _

His fecond Obfervation, which is, that their
Tenents are Fatlions and Rebellions, canfing Di-
vifions in the Civil State, in the Neighbourhood
and in private Families, is no better founded
than the former. The Inftances by which he
confirms this Remark, are the Wars in Germany
aod England, which he alledges before, and the Di-
vifion made in a private Family by the Tuyloi’s
Widow, mentioned in the Preface ; which latter
imprefled his Mind fo much, that he fays, it pur
bim upon compofing this Traft. Eunough has been (aid
already of all this, except of the Wars in Germany,
which is the Subje® of the next Chapter ; for |
hope the Taylor’s Widow will never make a Civil War
iﬂ?; fﬁgland, as formidable as fhe is made by Mr.

iffer,

Andasfor thofe fevere Refle®tions which he pro-
duces from a Book of Mr. Baxter’s ; fince that
pious Man lived to atone for thofe hard Cenfures, by
giving them a Chara&er more futable to them, and
more becoming him, and that on divers occalions
both publick and private; I am well enough pleas'd,
that I bave no need to repeat them, m order to take
off their Edg by a particular Anfwer. 1 therefore
proce® to Mr. R’s tenth Chapter.
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