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erroneous, and at another time they muft be for fuch a Chap..
Maintenance, that they may be counted greedy of L/ V™
Gain. But he may be affur’d, if the Defire of Gain

had made a deeper Impreffion on the Minds of fome

of ’em than the Love o? Truth, they might have had

greater Temporal Encouragements in the Communi-

onof the Pedobaptifts of different Denomwations,

than they have fougd or could propofc to meet with

where they are.  And what has been juft now faid;

as well as the Form of Government us'd in their
Churches, will eafily convince any intelligent

Man, with how little Reafon and Juftice Mr. R,

makes Pride and Ambition, the fource of their
Minifterial Labours. But this Gentleman feems
ambitious to furprize the Reader, by charging the
Anabaptifts with the moft unlikely things in the

World , as if they acted with the fame Inconliftence

with which he is pleas’d to write. -

4. As 1am far from defending any of thofe indecent
Refle@ions on the Minifters of the Church of Eng-
Land, which'Mr. R. imputes to the Anabaptifts; fol
don’t think they are any more accountable for the un-
feemly Words of particular Perfons among ‘em,
than the Members ot the Church of England are for
the like Indecencies of every onein their Comma-
nion.  But this Gentleman, who ufes a thoufand bit-
ter Reprcaches againft the Anabaptilts, feems the
moft unfit Perfon in the World to reprove them on
this account, if what he fays were true. It he would
pluck the Beam firft out of his own ke, he would
take the More out of that of his Neighbour with 2
much better Grace. And many of his own Words
may be fairly turn'd againit him, when he vents his
Spleen againit the Anabaprift Minifters : C Hethat de- Loy e
& ypifes you, defpifesme ({ays Chritt) and be thar defpi- 15.
“ (es me, defpiles him that fent me : while he mocks his
¢ "Minifters, he mocks God Mimfelf, & c: And if 1o
fpeak injurioufly and contemptuouily of the Mini{ldrs
of God be Blafphemy, as Mr. R, will needs have it,
and thole are God’s Minifters, who minifter in the
Worfhip of the true God, as he argues 5 how often
muft he be counted a Blafpliemer by his oftn Ar-
gament, fince he owns thé't }hc Anabaptift Minifiers

E
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Chip s wrorfhip the a2 God, and yer lers fv the createft
R E_J:;‘:';)t'o;icim_g:3{;2&:;"557'; them, ’ )
.l‘,:.ur.‘ 2 {_f,-;'r,*{:j‘.aﬁ,—):} of this CE. apier, I {hall only
add @ tew bibel Remarks: [ obRerve, (1) When
e, R, tellsas divers Stories of the Anabaptifts, o
ender them ridicalous or vicionsy thee mav be juft.
v counted fo many Slanders, 1 he Dasfupported
crn by fufiicient Proof 5 for how lietle his Word is
tohe depended on, we have Ladtoo much Evidence
already,  Wemay believe hunt indeed when he tells
us of a Coblery ciinenr for bis Giftof  praying 4 and
of a Butcher, who difprted and convineed almoft half a
Parifh o and of & Black(imith’s praying in fis Houfe with
his Nesghbours : but the reproachful Circumitances ke
adds are {carce credible anhis bare Afirmation.

(2.) Iis Conhdence ts to be admir’d, when he af
{erts that the Anabaptifts have She-Prophbeteffes (as he
terms ‘em) like the Quakers, which he confirms by a
Querv or two: ¢ [ would ask (fays he) whether the
“ Witeof F— S——d of thisTown, who is now
¢ dead, andthe Wife of L. H——d ftill living, have
¢ not exercifed their Talents in their Affemblies? And
[ would ask Mr. R. it thele Women have fo exerci-
fed 7 If he can prove they have, why does he put
this matter only mtothe Formof aQuery ¢ If he
canmot, why does he endeavonr to impofe on his
Reader, at the cxpence of the Reputation of bis
*oeizhbours, when ail that are acquainted with the
Avabaptifls know, that they are as much againtt 1#-
mens Preachivg, as any Church profefling Chriftia-
nigy 2 _

(3. T lightly pafs over his Pans and Jingles: for
inftance, when he feaksof Nichalies Stock, he tells
s otit of this Blockhzad’s Sreck were cut Chips, that
Kindied w Fire in Gosrary s bue I can tell bim he mif-
tikes the Mame Siock lor Srordy and {o tharesa
plece of Wit fjoil’'d o Healfo tells us of one m
bt thut tellinto the (e of Preaching, or 1l
Preschine. Thele T don't donbt are n'mft rly Strokes
L ; :

k.

H bt Py

¢
iour Author’s acconnt, and make bis St
vary beanaful i Lis own Faney ) o

coo vordo Tty to wake noree of i f_)cn{:zr:n}-}&
x , . " 1hE 1:‘;, ’S { €
of Senfe thar Sometimes OCCUTS as when he () oy
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Anabaptifts look for wo other omward Teftimony or Chap.8.
Warrant than the inward Call, as if the inward Call LV
were one outward Teftimony, only auother wasto be
apected. Nor
(5. Of that ridicalous Char%te againdt Fwru-
ding Preachers among the Avabaptifts, who (he favs)
don’t enly invade the Minifterial Funttion, bur jufile
with, and wonld exclude thofe who have the luwful
Poffeffion - asif thev were contending with the Mi-
nifters of the Church of England for their Benefices.
Thefe and other things of like nature, which the
Author thinks or fays out of the common Road,
might deferve Animadverfion, but that1fearto ex-
ceed the Limits T have prefcribed my felf @ 1 there-
fore proceed to examine his eventh Chapter.

CHAP VIIL

Reflections on Mr.R’s feventh Chapter, which
treats, Of the Praliices of the Jefuits in
promoting the Principles of the Anabap-
tifts.

TH E Scope of Mr. R's7th Clrapter is to thew, that

the Jefuits and Anabaptifts appear'd in the World
much about the [ame time o that they barh combined in
oppofition to ihe Reformed Religion 5 that the Fefiirs
fometimes impos'd on ‘em, and fhly crepr inro their
Afenblics, and promored Separation  from the Church
of England. To which [ anfiwer,

1. If it were troe that the Anabaptifls and Jefu-
its appear’d firft in the World about the {ame time,
itcould no more be infer’d from thence, that the
Principles of the former were erroncons, or their Prac.
tices immoral, than the beginning of th2 Reformati-
on of divers Parts of Europe about the fame time,could
prove thofe Nations tainted with the like Errors and
Immoralities.  Noris any thing more common, wien
God blefles the World with Light,than for the Devilto

O ol
2



143

Chap.8.

Reflections on Mr,R's feventh Chapter,

raitfe Mifts to obfcure it, But I have fufficiently prov'd
before, that this Date is much too late for the Ana-
baptiits, and therefore I believe Mr, R’s Chronological
Remark will do him little fervice.

2. The Combination of the Anabaptifts with the
Jefuits againft the Reformed Religion has been a fe-
cret Hiftory, entirely hid from the World till .Mr,
R. difcoverd their Confpiracies: he does not pre-
tend to make the matter appear by plain Evidence,
but to render it probable, the Jefuit he fays i a fub-
tle Fox, theyarc an Order of Men of excellent Parts
and Learning 5 but the Anabaptift ¢s an Idiot, Igro-
yance and Obftinacy being bhis befp Argument.- How
Peaple of fuchoppofite Charalers came ta lay their
}Heads together in a Confpiracy, is a Myftery. For
the ignorant and okflinate Anabaptifts would be as in-
Ca paﬁle of underftanding the Intrigucs, and receiving
the Inftru@ions, and as aukward in executing the
Orders of the fubtle Fefuits, as the fubtle Jefuits
would be unwilling to trufta Plot with a Company
of Idiots 5 fothat whereas Mr. R. makes the Jefuit
a Fox, and the Anabaptilt a Firebrand, he might ra-
ther have made the latter a Geofe, to anfwer the
Chara&er he gives him.  But 1 believe he will never
I:c able to make a tolerable Sham plot by fuch mea-
jures as thefe.

3. If allhemeans is, thatthe Jefuits have fome-
times impos'd on the Anabaptifts, by infinuating
themfelves into their Company or Aflemblies, where
15 the reafon of calling thisa Combination ? Does he
think the Anabaptifts confpir’d with the Jefnits to
cheat themfelves ¢ T here is no neceffity for me to in-
quire,whether the feveral Fadts he reports in this Chap-
ter aretrue or not 3 if they are, it amounts to no more
than this, that the Jeluitshave fometimes put on fuch
Masks, as have made them pafs for good Men,
which has given’em Opportunity of impoling on and
cheating fome honeft Anabaptifts, equally with many
well-meaning People of usther Perfuafions,as Mr. R.ac-
knowledges in this Chapter : and what he here fays,
refles on all other Parties that differ from the
Church of England, as well as on the People for
\vhom h¢ has fo pecaliar a Kindnefs, particularly gn

the
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the Presbyterians and  Independemts, as appears Chap.8.
by pag. 49, so. And 1 would ask Mr. R, if he LN
thinks none of the Church of England have been thus

impos'd on by the Jefuits 5 and if they have, whe-

ther he can fairly conclude from thence, that they

are combined with them againft the Reformed Reli-

gion,

4. If the Jeluits have promoted Differences a-
mong Proteflants, as ’tis not to be doubted they
have done on all I{dcs,it does not thence follow,that all
Parties are in the wrong, in every thing wherein they
differ from each other, The Holy Scripture isthe Rule
and Meafure, by which our different Principles and
Pra®ices are tobe judged ; and the tampering of the
Jefuits to promote Dilcord on any fide, does not
5_rove that Party erroneous. For asthe Devi {poke

ruth with an evil Defign, when he tempted our
Saviour in Scripture-Language, fo his Inftruments
may have fometimes fpoken Truth, with a malicious
Intention to do Mifchief.

5. Mr. R’s Argument again{t any farther Reforma-
tionin England,becaufe this Nation was formerly refor-
med by the King, Prieft and People (ashe pbrales it) and
becaufe this Reformation is efablifhed by Statute-Lamw,
fcems not very flrong. For Popery had thele Ad-
vantages before that time, it bad Kings, Priefts, and
People, and Statute Iaw on its fide. Befides, when
he fays this, and adds that the Reformation was
made by the Body of the Nation, he feems to forget
that it was begun by a few, and carried on gra-
dually o for the Priefts and the Body of the Nation
were not immediately forit. And as for the Afw-
tyrs he [peaks of, who have feal’d their Religion with
their Blood, Tbope he will not confine Martyrdom
to the Churchof England, when {o many Proteiiants
in the Communion of other Churehes, and the Ana-
baptifts among others, have had the fame Honour.

I can’t but obferve, that Mr. R. in this Chapter,
countrary to his ufual Cuftem, ingenuoufly acknow-
ledges Mr. Tombes, tho an Anabaptift, to have been
a Man of Parts and Learning, and that he argued
with Modefly and Honefly, dealing as far as the Cafe
be defended wonld bear  and that be carried bimfelf fu:

O 4 by
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Chap.8. ly enoughin all his Difputes with Mr. Baxter, and vet

Y™ bat three Pages before he addrefles himfelf to the
Anabaptifts in thefe Terms: ©I would give "em this
¢ friend!v Advice, That confidering how illiterate they
¢ univerfally are, they would be caations of trafting
¢ toofar any, who having real folid ILearning in the
¢ Schools, and Education, fhall to make a Penny (be
€ it 40 Pounds a Year, or how much foever) pretend
¢ todifpute, preach, or write againft any who fhall
¢ oppolfc ; it being a general Obfervation, that no
¢ Man of folid Learning doth embrace their Opini-
“ ons and efpoute their Caufe, butthofe who private-
¢ lv and in a difpuife carry on their own Intereft of
¢ Divifion and Gain, &c. I am aware thathe may
tellas Mr. Tombes 15 an Exception to this general
Rule, and that by faying no Man of Learning ¢fpovsfcs
their Canfe, he means very few Learned Men; but
fince ’tis poflible for Anabaptifts to be both Lea-
ved and FHoneft as well as other Men, where’s the
Friendfhip of this Gentleman, to advife ’em againit
entertaining Men of real folid Learning ¢ Is it for
fear they fhould have more of Mr.Tembes’s Character
among them, to difpute with Learning and Modeity?
And why does he revile them fo much for their want
of Learning, if toavoid Men of real folid Learning,
is the beft Advice that can be given them ? Isit a
Crime in them to want Learning, and yet their great-
et Prudence to continue in that Want ? They are
much oblig’d to Mr. R. for his friendly Advice; but
if he had not in this Book of his, very often made
them fenfible both of hisCapacity and Iuclination to
ferve them, and alfo fignified that he is no Friend of
the Jelnits, they would have been ready to con-
clude (in his own words) the Hand of Joab s in
this Counfel, and the Subtiety of the Fefuit plainly ap-
pears. For how illiterate foever they are, they have
no Kindnefs for that Romifh Maxim, that Jgnorance s
the Mother of Devotion, and therefore muft beg
Mr, R’s Excufe, if they decline his friendly Ad-
vice,

Asif Mr. R, had repented of being jult to Mr.
Tombes, he returns to his violent Humour, and gives
no quarter to Mr. Danvers, whom he calis Mr.

* Tombes's
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Tombess Ape, telling us his Book is calcidated for the Chap.8.
Meridian c{)f’lgnarm;gce, and that ’tis a Book full of Y™\
Plagiary, Prevarications, Impertinences and manifeft
Falfhoods. That no Man of Learning, but one who
defignedly carrvies on a Caufe, will ever defile his Fin-
gers with [uch Pitch, And that himfelf fhould be
afhamed to produce a Book of that Nature in matter of
Controverfy. If Mr, R. makes Mr, Danversa Plagiary,
either for ufing the Arguments which others havz us'd
before him, or for his Quotations from various Au-
thors, himfelf has done the fame; and if Mr. Dan-
vers has not been cautious enough to avoid Mifkakes,
Mr.R. {o frequently falls into the fame Faul :nd ‘ome
others befides, that he might very well have tpar'd
this hard Refle&ion. And fince he’s fure no Man of
Learning, but onc who defignedly carries on o Caufe,
will defile his Fiugers with fuch Pitch; Why does
he think fit to defile his ownby touching it, fince he
has fufficiently informed us that he is a Man of Learn-
ing, tho 1 fuppofe he will hardly own himfelf tobe a
Man of Defign 2 for 1 prefume by one whodefignedly
carries on a Caufe, he means one who has an sl De-
figninfo doing. However this Book of Mr. Danvers
with all its Faolts, has Arguments in it which Mr. R,
does not think fit to touch, perhaps becaufe he finds
the Pitchwill ftick te his Fingers. But ’tis a very
pleafant account this Gentleman gives of Mr, Dan-
vers’s Sophiftry, which is that he has brought the
Teltimony of Baxter, Calvin, Perkins, Pifcator and
Parens, to vindicate the Principles of the Anabaptiits,
when thofe Divines pratifed the contrary, and the
Teltimonies of Luther and Bullinger, and the Cen-
turiators of MMagdenburg to the fame purpofe: This
he favsis 7o honefl dealing, and the Praitice of an
Impoftor.  As if it were an unheard of Prafice to
ufe what they call Argumentum ad hominem, to cite
Authors againft themf{clves, and to improve their Con-
ceflions inone place, againft wbat they advance in
another. Does Mr, R. think it impoffible for Au.
thors to write inconfiftently, that nothing may be
infer'd from what they grant to leffen the Force of
what they aflert 7 and that ’us impertinent to cite

their Teftimony to a matter cf Fa&, if this Factis
not
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Chap.g. not altogetheragreeable to the Principles and Pra&-

L\ ces they embrace ¢ At thisrate Mr. R. himfelf would
have elcap’d many a Remark, fince his Book is not free
from Inconfiftences (as we have fufficiently feen) And
does he think to'come off eafily in bringing a charge of
Difhonefty and Impofture ag#nft any one that fhall
quote him againit humfelf, or cite Paffages from Pz-
dobaprifts, to weaken the Argumentsthat are brought
for Infant-Baptilin ? For my part I don’t think fit
to razeout the Citations of this kind, which I have
inferted before, to pleale this Gentleman, and for
fear of incurring his Cenfure.

Aund (by the way) he doesno very fignal Honour
to Luther and Bullinger, whenhe tells us, that none
were more virulent Enemies to the Anabaptifts, and
that the latter wrote bitterly againt them.  But fince
Mr. R. thinkstobe a virulent Enemy to the Anabap-
tifts, and to wrire bitzerly againft them, isa Charaler
becoming Great Men; gc can’t be ignorant that he
bas merited it much more than either Lutber or
Bullinger.

——vm—— o ——

CHAP IX.

Reflections on Mr.R’s eighth Chapter, which
treats, Of the Praltices of the Anabap-
tifts, in their Affemblics, Marriagges, ex-
treme Un&lion, and Burials.

MR. R. begins this Chapter, in telling us that the
Subftance of the Worfhip of the Anabaptifts is
Praying and Preaching, and that the chaa][; their
Church Officers by Praying, Fafting and Laying on of

Hands-, andthis, he fays, ss their Ordination. Hels
miftaken, if he thinks they choofe them by laying on

of Hands; but be isin the right, in faying they fo
ordain’em, which (by the way) is inconfiltent with

r, 36,  what he means when he faid before, they they look
| for no other ourward Warrant or Teflimony than an in-
werdl Call, "Tis
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*Tis true that fome of 'em ﬁ:rufpleﬁngizzg of Pfalms, Chap.9.
tho ’tis well known that many of them pra@ife it: L/ VNI
but I know none of thofe Affemblies, wherein only
one Perfon fings, the reft being flent, as he fuggefts;
and 1 fuppofe if he had known of any fuch Aflembly
in England, he would have told us.

Nor do 1 know any Congregation tiat has that
abfurd Principle he mentions, that the Zord’s Supper
ought to be received srreverently with the Hat on, and
the Head covered (as he is pleas’d to exprefs it.) Bat
I know many Congregations, where that Holy Or-
dinance is received with great Reverence; ’tistrue,
they fit on that occafion, becaufe they think firring a
Table-Gefture, and fo more proper than either ftand-
ing or kneeling, but the Men fit with their Heads un-
cover’d. 1 am notcertain what he means, when he
(ays that they account the Lord’s Supper to be com-
memorative only, not efficacions or applicatory ; but I'll
give the Reader an accoant of what they declare a-
mong other things in their Confeffion of Faith : Chap. 3e.
They fay, ¢ Worthy Regeivers, outwardly partak- Sett. g
¢ ing of the vifible Elements in this Ordinance, do
¢ then alfo inwardly by Faith really and indeed,
¢ yet not carnally and corporally, but {pirituaily, re-
¢ ceive and feed upon Chrift crucified, and all the
¢ Benefirs of his Death; the Body and Blood of Chrilt
¢ being then not corporally or carnally, but {piri-
¢ tually prefent to the Faith of Believers, in that
* Ordinance, as the Elements themfelves areto their
* outward Senfcs.

As for Marriage they connt it an Ordinance of
God, and the Obligation of it the fame, whether
the Ceremony be perform’d after the manner of the
Church of England or otherwife, if all that be done,
which is neceflary and eflential to Marriage. And
one would think Mr. R, himlelf will fcarce condemn
the Marriages that are celebrated in other Nations
and Churches. 'Tis to be obferv’d, he confefles
that thofe of the Anabaptifts, who are not married
according to the Form préfcrib’d in the Book of
Common Prayer, #fe the Wordsor the Subfance of "em,
which are appointed for the Words of Marriage i
the Scrvice-Book 5 and that their Marriagesare fo-

lemniz'd
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Chap,9. lemniz'd inthe Prefence of Witneffes, who fign a Cer-
VN dificate, to teftify the Celebration of them, and are
accompanied with futable Counfel and Prayer.

‘What he adds, that they are inclinable to allow of
Diworces, it being one of their Tenents, that Wives
of a comtrary Religion are to be put awayy and that
therebaptized Wife may forfake ber Husband, if he
be not [o alfo, isa very great Slander ; and there is
fach a Multitude of Inftances among them of Huf-
“bands, whofe Wives are Pzdo-baptifts, and of
Wives whofe Husbands are fuch, that ’tis furprizing
H;‘ R. has the face to affert a thing fo notorioufly

alfe.
He pretends that their way of Marriage has giv-
enroom for the Fefuits and Romifh Priefls to take
Wives among them : ¢ For (fays he) they being pro-
¢ hibited Marriage, and accounting Marriage one of
¢ thejr feven Sacraments, durlt not take a Wife, or
¢ be married after the manner of either the Romifh or
¢ Englip Church, therefore for the better carrying on
¢ the Caufe, and to conceal them{elves, were difpensd
¢ with by the Pope,and under that Diféuifc they wore,
¢ they would take Women in the Congregations of
¢ Anabaptifts or Quakers. As if Popes and Jefuits
had a much greater Confideration for the folemn Vow
of Marriage, made in the Prefence of a Minifter of
the Church of England, than for the fame Vow made
in the Prefence of’g other Perfons; and as if they that
could foeafily difpenfe with the Vow of Celibacy,
car'd mach by what Forms and by what Ceremonies
they broke it, in making that of Marriage, when
the Subftance of thislaft is the fame, tho under vari-
ous Formms. But tho Mr. R. does not fee good to
confirm this formal Relation of the Policy and Scru-
pulofity of the Jefuits, with agy one Inftance; bhe
fpeaks with as much Affurance, asif he expected to
be believed. I conclude this Head with a hearty
Wifh, that there were as few Divorces among the
lI)\derr_lgers of fome other Churches, as among the Ana-

ﬁptl v5.
Dut towards the clofe of this Chapter Mr. R. fays,
“ Teruslook into theirend, and bring them to their
¢ Gravey and here (fays he) like the?’apiﬂs, at lth;;
a
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¢ faft Hour they ufe the extreme Un&ion.: whethér Chap.
¢ Jike the Papifts they elteem it a Sacrament, I do WV
¢ not find ; T am fore it is both their Opinion and
¢ Pra®ice to fome, tho probably all ufz it not. This
¢ isgrounded on Fam. 5. 14, 15. on which thev raife
¢ this Principle, Thas anointing the Sick with Qil
¢ by the Elders, praving over them with laying on
¢ of Hands, is a Charch-Ordinince for Church-
¢ Members that are fick, for their Recovery. Tis
true, fome of them are of themind, that this Rule
Fam. §. 1s yet obligatory 5 but why Mr. R, adds
laying on of Hands in this Cafe, I can’t tell, fince
that 1s not mention’d inthe Text. That this Ordi-
nance is yetin force, is the private Opinion of fome
of them, butis not therefore to be accounted the
Perfuafion of ’em all. And when he calls it extreme
Unétion, and fays they adminifter it at the laff Hour
like the Papifts, he does them wrong, for thisis not
done when they defpair of Life, but for the Recove-
ry of theSick, as hisown Words declare. And tho
I can’t fay I am fatisfy’d, that the Obligation of the
abovemention’d Rule, Fam. 5. continues, fince Mi-
racles are not common in the Chriftian Church; vyert
I muft acknowledg, there feems to be more in that
Text to countenance fuch a Pra®ice, than Mr. R
has produc’d from the whole Scripture, in favour of
th{f_.‘ Opinions he profeffedly defends in this Trea-
tiie,

He tells us moreover, © That their Buarialsare like
¢ the Quakers and fome other Diffenters, as much a-
¢ verfe from the Church of England as may be
¢ thatin fome Places their Borying-Places are by
¢ themfelves, others in the Church-yard; but that
¢ the Chufth hath forbid the Office to be ufed to a-
¢ ny that die unbaptized.

Their Burials indeed are like thofe of other Dif-
fenters, but he might have excepted the Quakers.
What he means by faying, they are as muchaverfe
from the Church of England as may be_ 1 know not, un-
lefs it be that they don’t defire the Offce of Burial in the
Common-Prayer-Book to be read over their Dead,
for reafons common to other Diffenters; and Mr. K,
fcems to beas willing as they that it fhiould be omié—

' teq,
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Chap.10. ted, when he fays, the Church bas forbid the Office 1
be ufed to any who die unbaptized;, for 1 fuppofe he
counts all the Anabaptifts unbaprized Philiftines, ashe
elfewhere calls ’em, tho fometimes, as we have obfer-
ved before, heis of the humour to affert that they
are twice baptized. ButI proceed to his ninth Chap-
ter.

CHAP X

Reflettions on Mr. R’s ninth Chapter, in
which be treats, Of the Heretical and
Schifmatical Tenents of the Anabaptifts.

AFter a few of thofe fevere Cenfures, which he

loves to pour out very liberally againit the Ana-
baptifts, he tells us, he wil} premife fomething fift
as to themfelves, and fecondly as to their Opinions, s
if he now defign’d to obfexve anaccurate Method, tho
I fee no great difference between the Order of this
Chapter, and that of the reft; for tho he pretends
firft to fpeak to the Anabaptifts themfelves, and fe-
condly to their Opinions, he {peaks as much of rheir
Opinions under the firft Head as under the fecond,
and as muchof themfelves under the fecond, as he
does under the firft.

The firft thing he obferves as ta themfelves is, that
toey are not all agreed in theiy Principles, but dif-
fer very puch one ffom anothey, andthe general Divj-
fion (he fays) es zuto that of the General and Partisular
Anabaprifts, anfwerable 10 that diftinition of the Re-
monftrauts and Antiremonirants, whish is applicable
eiioigh to themy and by which may be undefood thofe of
the Arminian, and thele of the Calvinift Opinior,

If Mr. R. intends by this account to render the
Anabaptifts Heretical, according to the Title of
the Chapter, he fhould have told us whichof the
two Opinions he mentions is to be counted Herefy 5
for I (uppofe be does not count ’em both heretical.
And if either of them be fo, he’l find a great num-

ber
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ber of Pedobaptifls of the fame Opinion. Does he Chap. ro.
thirk to expofe the Anabaptifts, as a Peopledifagreeing " v"™\J
among themfelves, for differing in thefe Points whic

have been controverted among all other Parties pro-

feffing Chriftianitv,as well as among them, and almoft

in all other Ages, fince the Gofpel was publif’d to the

World, as well as in the prefent 7 Are not the Divi-

fions between the AMolimfs, and the Thomifts, and
Yanfenifts, among the Padobaptifts of the Romif)
Communion, and between the Armimiars and Calvi-

nifts among thofe of the Reform’d Religion, which

our Author mentions, asf{candalous as that amongthe
Anabaptifts concerning Grace and Free-will ?

The fecond thing Mr. R, faysis, that he does nat
charge all the Flerefies in this Chapter upon them 5 and
his third, that he dees nor charge them all on the pre-
fent AnaLaptiﬁs in England, or m his Neighboi.vhood.
I hope (Gays he) betrer things of fomeof thems 1 be-
lieve them; fometo be moderate, fober, well-minded
Men, I rather pity their Mifiake than defpife their
Perfons. Tho they have been fenfible hitherto of his
Contempt, more than of his Pity ; yet this carries
an Air of Candour and Charity with it; but the next
Mowment dathes all again,

Bur ((ayshe) fourthly, I bring this Charge of Er-
rors against the Anabapti5t s in genevaly they being the
Opinions of fome, if not o f all. He is fokind that he
will not chiarge all of them with thefe Errars, nor
will he charge all thefe Evrors upon any of ’em, but
he brings a Charge of all the Eivors and Herefies in
this Chaprer againft them in geveral; becaufe if all
don’t hold them, vet they are the Opinions of fome.
The Force of the Argument may be foon perceivid.
Some of the Anabaptifts . hold certain Errors; there-
fore they generally hold thofe Errors. 1l'm fure to
argue thus from a Particular to a General, is an Fr-
ror in Logick. But let us fece how this Argument
will fit another fort of  People 5 fome of the Pado-bap-
tifks arevery evroneomsy being Arians, Sccinians, Pe-
lagians, €Fc. therefore they are generally fuch; what
hinders now but one might add in Mr. X’s Texms, /
bring this Charge of Errors againit the Pedobupt f1s1n
generaly theybeing the Opinions of fome, if not of all 2

r.
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Chap.10. Mr. R. immediately after he brings his Charge,
LA™ has the Confidence to fay, Nome bur Anabaptifis at
this dayallow of thefe Principlesy as if denying of Infants
Baptiym or Reb.aptiz.ation, were the ready way to open 4
Door to Heriyy and Irfant-Baptifm a Confervative
and Bar apainft ity it veing romarkable that all are
Orthodc:c who are baptized, except fome few Socinians,
Arminizs and Papifts, whom our Church (fays he)
renourcth, |
The Principles he fpeaks of are mention’d 1n this
Chapter, viz. thofe of the Arians, Valentinians,
AMarcionites, Apollinarists, Novatians, Donatists,
Pclagians, Socinians, Apostolists, Enthufiaits, Mani-
checs, Fefuits, Fews, Adibometans, Millenaries or
Cisliasts, Stoicks, Epicures, Sadduces and Fobbiits.
1. Now if the Anabaptifts in general at this day
allow of thefe Principles, on which he afterwards ex-
patiates, why does he pretend in the following Page
and elfewhere, that they know not their own Princi-
ples ? Do they generally allow of fuch Principles,
and yet not know them ? He told us at the be-
ginning, that the Myfery of Anabaptifm is known but
1o a few, and inthis Chapter, that the Anabaprifis
know nat their own Principles : and yet here he fays
they gencvally allow of thefe dangerons Errors, that
is, they generally allow of Principles of which they
are generally ignorant 3 and if he means only that
fome few of them are tainted with fome of thefe Ex-
rors, why does he bring this Chargeagainit the Ana-
baptiftsin general ¢ |
2. Whether none but Anabaptifts at thisday allow
of theie Principles againft which he inveighs, except
fome fiw Socintans, Arminians and Papifts (as he af-
firms) let all Maunkind judg ; 1inftance in the O-
pinions of Arians, Pelagians, Enthufisfls, Fews,
Mahometans, Stoicks, Epicures, Manichees, Sad-
ancesy, Fobbifts, &c. all which he mentions. If none
but the Anabaptiits at this day allow of thefe Prin-
ciples, I bope 1t will foon appear that thefe Principles
have viry few Advecates left in the World, and
we thall findit a very Orthodox Age.
3. He makes an Exception indeed, and fays all are
Orthodox who are baptized, excepr fome few Socini-
ans,
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ans, Arminians and Papifts : but he is mightily mift Chap.1e.
taken in his account, if he thinks thefe three Partics .~
contain but a few Pedobaptifts; for thefe alone make
up a prodigious Number, befides thofe Paedobaptifis
who are tin&ar'd with other Heterodox Opinions
under feveral of the abovenam'd Heads. So that |
doubt Mr. R’s Improvement of this, as if the De-
mal of Infunt-Baptifin, or Rebaptization, were the
ready way to opeir @ Door to Herely o and Infaut-Bape
tifim a Corfervative and Bar againft it, will hardly
hold good. And when he [ays ’tis remarkable, that
all are Orthodox who are baptized, excepr Jome few
Socinians, Arminians «nd Papifts ; Why may not the
Anabaptifts be counted Orthodox ? for they were
either according to him baptized in their Infancy,
and thereby received an indelible ¢ixriiler; or elle
received Baptifm fince Adult, which he aliows is
what they oughttodo,  Since theretore th: Aunabap-
tifts according to his own Principles are b.apriz=d, and
all are Orthodox who are baptized, he mult needs
grant them to be Orthodox; and then where
is the Force of this Chapter, which treats of theuw
namerous Herefies ? | _
4. When he fays, e of the Orthodox Primitive
Chriftiars are gailty of fuch erroncous Principles ag
he enamerates in this Chapter 3 he may be belicved;
and he might have added, that none of the Or-
thodos: modern Chviflians are gulty of them, for
there never arrived {uchan Age yet, wherein Ortho-
dox Chriftians were Herericks.  But when he fays;
ne.ther the Latherans, Calvinifts,nor the Church of Eng-
land, nor the Nonconformifts, Dreshytevians or Inde-
pendents, are guilty of fuch erveneons Principles : 1f be
means thefe Parries do not generally entertain them,
the fame is trae of the Anabaptifts; if he means that
none of the Paedobaptifts of thele Denominations enter-
tain all thofc Principles, neither do the Anabaptittsy nor
indeed can they,or any otherParty of Men hold emall;
for fome of ‘e are inconfiftent with others; and if his
tneaning be that none that belong to thofe Cummuniiics
of Proteftants embrace any of thefe Ervors, heaflcrts
that which will not eafily be believed. For furely he
will not pretend to periuads the_Worlcl, that there arc
0o Se¢inians, Ariani or Aymiians, among 9“’;’\ ‘E_‘
) §3[*L14
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Chap.10. thofe Parties he bas nam’d : Mr. R, can fcarce beig-
norant how much the Arminian SyRem is in vogue
among many of the Paedobagtiﬂs, and particularly
thofe of the Church to which he belongs, He adds,
¢ None but {fome antient Hereticks condemn’d by the
¢ General Cauncils firft broach’d em, and none have
¢ revived them but our modern Anaiaaptiﬁs. Tho
every one knows how common it is for Herefies to
arife in all Communities of Chriftians; and tho fo
many Heterodox Books have been publifi'd by Pz-
dobaptifts in divers Countries to the Difhonour of
Religion, yvet the revival of all thefe Herefies muft
be laid tothe Charge of the poor Anabaptifts.

He proceeds fecondly to premife fomething of
their Opinions, which he does under two general
Heads: Firft he obferves, that ©’tis a difficult mat-
¢ ter to know the Aunabaptifts, and this arifes from
¢ two principal Caufes, firft their Want of a Con-
¢ feflion of Faith. All Charches and Profeffions
¢ (fays he) have ufually firft of all publifh’d their
¢ Confeflions of Faith and Catechifms, that their
* Faith might be known unto all Men. 'But the Ana-
¢ baptifts, who know not their own Principles, have
¢ been very fhy of any thing of this Nature, .
¢ Another Reafon we know fo little of their Prin-
¢ ciplesis, becaufe many of ‘em are of fuch a Na-
¢ ture, that they ftudiounfly conceal ’em from the vul-
¢ gar fortof their Auditory, left they fhould fright
¢ ’em from their Communion, and difown them to
¢ others as being afthamed of them : And thefe he

calls the Arcana of their Profeflion. But he fays,

The geacral Dollrine of the Gofpel concerning Salyati-

on by Chrift, 15 the chief Subjett of their Sermons.

What he calls his fecond general Head is in thefg
Terms. © For thofe Principles we know they do fome
* of themprofes, and moft of them hold, it will
* nat be difhicult to prove them to be antient He-
¢ refies revived, ¢,

Here 1 obferve firft, that ’tis no wonder Mr. R.
declares it to be a difficult matter to know the Ana-
baptifts, tinceaccording to him they dor’s knew their
own Minds; “wis ftrange that he acknowledges, that
te Lngrvs but litele of their Principles, and yet gives fe

* large
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iarge an account of them: Does he know them but
little, and vet is {o perfe&ly well acquaintad with
them, that he can affure us Satan bas fcarce broach’d
a Hevely in the Church for thefe 1900 Years, but fome
of them have lick’d it up, and either exprefly or by con-
fequence doown it 2 This Gentleroan would be thouglic
to know very much of the Anabaptifts, and yet
makes an Apology in his Premifes to the account of
their Errors, that he kwows folirtle of them: If be
knows bat little of them, why does he fpeak fo much
againft them ? Perhaps be fpeaks fo much againft ’em.
becaufe he knows fo lirtle ofp them 5 but then his Zeud
is not according to Knowledg. There was no great
need to complain of the difficulty of knowing the
Principles of the Anabaptifts, and of the Want of a
Confeflion of Faith among them, fecing he had fcen
one that was printed in the Year 1644, which he af-
terwards quotes, and might have feen a larger prin-
ted fince, to which we have had occafion to refer be-
fore, and fhall have the like again. And if they are
o fyof their Principles, and o induftriou(ly conceal
them, how came Mr. R. to underftand them fo tho-
rougi‘nlv ? But now | remember he qualifies his¥Vords,
in telling us, they conceal them from the vulgar [ore of
their Auditory, which does not hinder but Mr. X,
may have found out thefe Arcana of their Profelli-
on, asheis pleas’d tocall them. He fays, © Should
¢ they openly preach to the People, that Jefus Chrit
¢ is not God Eternal, that the Soul ismortal, that
¢ there is no Heaven or Hell, that Dominion is
¢ founded on Grace, and therefore it is lawful for em
¢ to coufinand cheat; that Kings and Princes are to
¢ be pulled out of their Thrones, and that no Obe-
¢ dience is due tothe Civil ‘Magiftrate; and thas all
¢ Men are damn’d who are not of their Profetiion,
¢ & the Knowledg of thefe things would frigh-
¢ ten away the Vulgar, whohad but moral Honclty,
¢ and ftartle them from joining with thofe, whojal-
¢ tify fach irreligious Principles, and cwn fuch im-
¢ moral Praitices. .
This Gentleman feetns to have forcfeen one great dif-
ficulty,that will be likely to attend the Acconnt he was
going to give of the I-’,crcﬁeIs) of the Anabaptifts, name-
2 Vg

211

Chap. 12!
NN



212 Reflections on Mr, R’s ninth Chapter.

Chap.10. 1y, that their Neighbours will not believe they em-
VN brace fuch Opinions merely on his Word.  To obvi-
ate this he {tems to have a mind to perfuade the
World, that they keep their Opinions very fecret,
and therefore none are to wonder, if they can’t ealily
come at them, and may content themfelves to be-
hieve Secrets when difclos'd to them, without making
aftrict demand of Proof. He'l allow that the gene-
val Doitrine of the Gofpel concerning Salvation by
Chrifty isthe chicf Subjetlof their Sermons: but then
they preach this, becanfe they are afraid of lofing
their Auditory, by preaching up that Herefy, Irreli-
gion and Sedition contain’d i the Principles Mr. R.
mentions as patroniz’d by them 5 o that you malt
count them gnilty of all the Ervors they don't preach,
and makeno accountof all the Truths of the Gok
peb that are the erdiv vy Subjelt of their Sermons,,
for what they preach is commnly ~ Orthodox, but
whatthey don’t preachis very heretical and dange-
rous.  But if thefe bad Principles are kept as the
Myflery among a few, how came Mr. R, to be ad-
mitted tothe Sceret ? Did they count him a Perfon
of it Qualifications for fuch Principles atd Pra&ices ?
Lid they fuppoefe thoy might calily perfuade him that
there is no Hewvenor Hell 2 Did they take him to be
afit Toolte corfin aivd chear ¢ To pull Kings and Prin-
cesent of toei I hiones 2 And to difebey - the Civil
Alegdbrate, ad the like? One would think they
fliould not have trofted him with foch dangerous Se-
crets, unleds he had given’em fome good Proofs of his
Capacity and Fidelity to promote fuch Do®rines
and Practices:  ard when he had obtain’d his end
i making this Dicovery of -their fecret Principles,
why did he not acquaint  the Government where
thofe feditious and profave Men were to be found,
whole Privciples were defigned to fap the Foundati-
onof all Religion and of all Civi} Government at the
fame time, that they might bave been punillid ac-
cording to their Demerit? Where is gis Leal for
Ged, avnd his refpec for the Civil Government, that
Ire docs wot difciofe who the Perfons are that are
guilty i Frinciples fo inconfifient with the being
of Ruligion and wich the Publick Peace ? T know not
T how
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how Mr. R. can excufe bimfelf for concealing the Chap.1o.
Namesof thefz Criminals, unlefs it be by pretend- LN
ing they are diftraded: And his account of their
Principles, if true, is a fufficient Evidence, that their
Diftemper lies in their Aeads more than in their
Heartsy for he makes them profes that there 15 #0
Heaven or Hell, and ver thut Domsuion is founded
in Grace, and that I Men are dawmi’d who averot o}
their Profcfion.  So that, tho they belicve thereis no
Heaven, they are great Affertors of Grace, and
ftretch its Privileges bevond Bounds, in regard to
Civil Government ; and tho they conclude there 15
no Hell, yet they believe thev that are not of thar
Profeflion flall be damn'd. Tis no wonder Mr. K.
told. us in his Preface, he bad no hope of convincing
thefe People;, for if they are arrived tofuch a degree
of Madnefs, as he here repréfents, the Apartments
of Bedlan are the fitteft Places to receive “em,

However fince he pretends that thofe Principles,
which he knows fome of them proffs and ot of em
Lold, can without difficulty be preved to be antient
Herefies revived, let us fee swhat thele Principles
are.

¢ TheCharge of Herefies (fays he) 1 bring a-
¢ gainft themis, 1. Thev are Arrane, in that they
¢ deny Chrift to be true Ged, buot that beis only en-
¢ dued with Gifts above other Noen, e, The Mr.
R, telisus he brings his Charge of Frrors agawsft the
Avabaptiits imgeneral, he thinks it to give but ore
Inflance of an Apabaptift in Frulnd of that mind,
and fpeaks not pofitively of his Qpiien,  bat {ays,
be fears if hewonld fpeck pliiing he wonld o frurd
an Arian;  which looks, as if he doubred of the
Truoth of his Information : But he mukes up bis acceunt
with Numbers of Foreignery, telitng uvs that the
Tranfylvanian and Moravianz Anabapiiits v eve of that
Mind. And we might ballance the Account with he
retical Pxdobaptifts in thefe and other Cenntrics, it
there were necd.  But becaufe he fears one Man of
Dover is an Arian, has he reafon to charse the A
baptifis in general with that Herely 2 11 he had pro-
duc’d {ome thoufandsof that Opmnton in Luplmdy 1t
might bave been far from proving the genwrality of

P 3 il
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Chap. 10, ’em guilty ; nay he owns that fome of them beliwe.a—
LAV therwife, and fays fome conceal their” Opinions, which

See beﬁre”

113,

I fuppofeis the reafon why we muft not expect much
Proof to confirm what he fays.

But while this Gentleman is fo buly in accufing o-
thers of Arianifin, he feems not to know very well
what Ari:zm'{m isy for hecharges the Traufylvanians
with it, for holding that Chrift before his Concepti-
en in the Womb o? the Virgin, had no being at all :
which tho it be as bad as the Opinion of Arius, yet
is it not his, but inconfiftent with it ; heindeed held
that Chrift was a mere Creature, vet he affirmed that
Lie exifted before the Formation of the World, which
he faid was madeby the Son, as the Inftrument of
the Father. Ineed only refer to the Citations ] have
made before outof the Confellion of Faith before'na-
med, to fthow that this Charge of Mr. R, is not
well founded. .

The 2d Part of Mr. R’s Charge of Herefy againit
the Anabaptiits, is, that ¢ they are Valentinians, Mar-
¢ cionifts and Apollinarifts, in that they fay, Chrift took
not Flefh of the Virgin Aury, but that the Word 1s
chang’d intopatible or mortal Flefh 3 and that his
Body was not Terreftrial or Human ol? the Subftance
of the Virgin, but Heavenly and Spiritual, fhe be-
ing only as a Conduit thro which Chritt paft, with-
_ont taking any thing of her. Whereas neither of
thefe 3 forts of Hereticks here mentioned held, that the
Word was chang’'d intoFlefh, for this was the Herely
of the Eutychians : Nor did the* Apollinarians main-
raw that Chrift did not receive Flefh of the Virgin, or
shat be had a Heavenly or Spiritual Body 5, but on the
contrary, that be did affume Flefpy of ber, but not a
Himan Soxly (uppofing that the Divine Word {upply’d
the placeof a SouFtohis Human Body. And the AMar-
cionites tbeliev’d that Chrilt did nor affiine a true Human
Body;, but fancy’d he appear’d asa Fantom, and only
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¥ vid. Epiphan. adv. Haref, Lib.III, Tom. 2, c. 25. p.
1018, Ldit. Parifl 1622,
+ Terwl. adverf. Hare(, Lib. I, cap. s,  Origen contra
Marcicnit.  Sctt 4.
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