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' for a Preparative to that of Fefus Chrig, was per- Chap.6.
' formed by Plunging. The prodigious Maltitude of /" VN
¢ People that flocked to his Baptilm, made St. Febrm g 5,46,
¢ the Baptift chufe the Places about Fordas, and among puke ;. 3.
¢ thofe Places the Country of e£mw near to Salim, joh.3. 23.
¢ becaufe there was much Water there, and a great Fa-
¢ cility of dipping thofe who came to confecrate them-
¢ {elves to Repentance by this Holy Ceremony.

¢ When Fefus Chrif came to St. Fobz, to raife
¢ Baptifm to a more marvellous efficacy in receiving
¢ it, the Scripture fays, That be wene up out of the Wa- Mat.3. 16,
¢ t"ﬂf Jordan_ Mar.1. 10.

¢ It appears not that the 3000 and the 000 men-
¢ tioned in the Aits of the Apofiles, who were con. Att.2. 45
¢ verted at the firft Sermons of St. Pever, were bap- Ch- 4- 4
¢ tized any other way; and the great nomber of
¢ thofe Converts, is no proof that they were baptized
¢ by fprinkling, as fome have conje®ured. For be-
¢ fides that nothing obliges us to fay that they were

¢ alil

Le Baptéme de S. Fean Baptifte, qui fervoic de preparatif 2
celuy de 7efs Chrift, a été fair en plongeant. la prodigi-
eufe mulacude des peuples, qui accouroient 3 ce Baptéme,
fit choifir 3S. 7Fean Baptifte les environs du Jourdain, & par-
mi les environs du Jourdain laContrée d’ Enon aupres de Sa-
lim, parce qu’il y avoit la des caux abondantes, & unc grande
facilite de plonger les hommes, qui venoient fe confacrer 2
1a penitence par cette Sainte Ceremonie,

Quand Fefis Chrifivine 2 S. Jean pour elever le Baptéme
aunc effeét plus merveilleux en le recevane, I ecriture dic,
quil fortit o s elevades eanx du Fourdain, pour marques
qu'il y avoit éré plonge tout entier.

I ne paroic poinc dans les Actes des Apdtres, que les trois
mille & les cing mille hommes, qui furencconvertisjaux pre-
mieres Predications de S. Pierre, ayent été bapufez d’une au-
‘tre maniere ; & le grand nombre de ces convertis n’eft pas
une preuve quon les aic baptifez par afperfion, comme quel-
ques uns l'ont conjeturé. Car outre que rien n'oblige 2
dire qu’onles ait baptifez en méme jour, il eft cerrain que
8. Jean Baptifte quin’en baptifoir pas moins puifque toute la
Fudée accouroit a luy, nelaifla pas de baptifer en plongeant
& fon exemple nous a faic voir que pour baprifer un grand
sombre d' hommes, on fravoit choifir les lieux ou ily avoit

beaucoup
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Chap.6. * allbaptized in the fame day,’tis certain that S.5ohn the
VN € Bapriff,who baptized no lefs Numbers feeing all Fudes
¢ flocked to him, baptized no other way than by dip-
¢ ping : And his Example (hews us, that to baptize a
great Number of People, thofe Places were chofen,
where there was abundance of Water. Add to
this, that the Baths and Purifications of the Antients
render'd this Ceremony ealy and familiar at that
time.
¢ In fine, we read not in the Scripture that Bapti{m
was otherwile adminifter’d ; and we are able to make
it appear by the A&s of Councils, and by the an-
tient Rituals, thatfor 1300 years Baptifm was thus
adminilter'd throughout the whole Church, as far
as was poffible, |
¢ The very Word, us'd inthe Ritoalsto exprefs the
Altion of the God-fathers and God-mothers, fay-
ing, they lift up the Child from the Baptifinal Font,
¢ is fufficient to {how that the Child was plunged in it,
¢ Thothefe are inconteftable Truths, yet neither
we, nor thofe of the Pretended Reformed Religion
¢ hearken to the Anabaptifts, who hold Merfion to be
¢ effential and indifpenfable 3 nor have ecither they or
we
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beaucoup d’eaux : joint encore que lesbains & les purificatis
ons des anciens, principalement celles des Juifs, rendoient
cette ceremonie facile & familiere en ce temps.

En tin nous ne lifons poinc dans I’ ecricure qu’on ait bapti-
fe autrement, & nous pouvous faire voir par les Actes des
Couciles, & par lesanciens Riwels, que treize cens ans durant
on a baprile de cette forte dans toute I'Eglife, autane qu'il a
été poflible.

Lc morméme donr on fe fert dans les Rituels pour exprimer
I'attion des parrains & des marraines, en difant, qu'ils levent
I'entane des fones baptifmaux, faic affcz voir qu'on I'y plonge-
oit.

Quoique ces veritez foient inconteftables, ni nous, ni les
P. Reformez o’ écoutons les Anabapriftes qui tiennent ~Ja mer-
fion eflenticile, & indifpenfable, & nous navous pas craing
les uns & les aurres de changer ce plongement, pour ainfi
parler, du corps entier en une fimple afperfion ou infufion
fur une partie de nétre corps, On ne peut rendre d’au(gre

ratfon
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¢ we fear'd to change this dipping (as 1 may fay) of Chap.s-
¢ the whole Budy, into a bare Afperfion or Infuﬁgrz on V
¢ one part of it. No other reafon of this Al-
¢ teration can be render’d, than that this dipping is
¢ not of the Subftance of Baptifm 3 and thofe of the
¢ Pretended Reformed Religion agreeing withus in
¢ this, the firft Principle we have laid down is incon-
¢ teftable,

¢ The Second Principle is, that to diftinguith in a
¢ Sacrament what does or does not belong to the Sub-
¢ ftance of it, we muft confider the eflential efficacy
¢ of the Sacrament. Thus, altho the Word of Je-
¢ fus Chrift baprize, as has been faid, fignifies dip [or
¢ plunge] it has been thought that the efficacy of the
€ Sacrament was not annexed to the quantity of Wa-
¢ ter; fo that Baptiim by Infufion and Sprinkling, or
¢ by Merfion, appearing in reality to have the fame
: eféi;gcy, both the oneand the other Mode is judg’d

£ .

¢ Now feeing, as we havefaid, we can’t find in the
¢ Eucharift any eflential efficacy of the Body, diftin-
¢ guifh'd from that of the Blood ; the Grace of the
¢ oneand of the other, asto the Sum and Subftance of
¢ it, cannot but be the fame. 1

t

raifon de ce changement, fi nonque ce plongement n'eft pas
de la Subftance du Baptéme, & les P, Rétormez en éranc 4’
accord, le premier principe que nous avons pofé eft incontef-
table.

Le feconde principe eft, que pour diftinguer dans un Sz-
crement ce qui appartientou n’ appartienc pas 2 fa Subftance,
il faur regarder I'effet effentie! du Sacrement. Ainfi, quoy-
?uc les paroles de 7. Chrift, baptijfez, comme ila déja é:é dir,
fignifient Plongez, ona cri que leffer du Sacrement n'éeoit
pas attaché & la quantitéde I'eau: fi biea que le Bapréme
par infufion & afperfion ou par merfion paroiffant avoir au
fond le méme effer, I'une & I'autre facon eft Jugée valable.

Or comme nous avons dit, on ne fcauroic trouver, dans P
Euchariftie aucun effer effentiel du Corps diftingué de celuy
du fang: ainfi la Grace de I'un & de l'autre, aufond & dans
Ja fubftance, ne peur érre que la méme.

1l ne fert derien de dire, que la reprefentationde Ia m'o;;

N
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¢ It (ignifies nothing to fay, the Reprefentation of

LN € the Death of our Lord, is more exprefs in the two

Rom.§.4.
Col.2.1 2.

kinds. I grant it and in like manner the new Birth
of a Believer, is more exprefs in Merfion, than in
bare Infufion or Afperfion. For the Believer bein

plunged in the Water of Baptifm, is buried wit

Fefus Corift, as the Apolftle expreflesit 3 and coming
out of the Water quitsthe Tomb with his Saviour,
and more perfeitly reprefents the Mvitery of Jefus
Chrift who regenerates him.  Merfion, in which
the Water is applied to the whole Body, and to all
its parts, alfo more perfedly fignifies, that a Man
1s fully and entirely wafb’d from his Defilements
and yet Baptifm perform’d by Immerfion or Plung-
ing, is not better than that which is adminifterd by
firnple Infufion, and on one part only 5 ’tis fufficient
that the Expreffton of the Myftery of Jefus Chrift,
and the efficacy of Grace is found in fubftance in
the Sacrament, and the utmoft exa&nefsof Repre-
fntation is not requir'd in it |

© Thus in the Eucharift, the Expreffion of the
¢ Deathof our Lord being in fubftance found in it,
* when that Body which was deliver’d op for us is

¢ givea
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de Nbtre Seigneur cft plus exprefle dans les deux efpeces ; Je
le veux ; auffi la reprefencation de la Naiffance du Fidele
eft-clle plusexprefle dans lu merfionque dans la fimple infu.
fion ou afperfion. Carle Fidele plongé dans I’eau du Bapeé-
me eft enfeveli avec F. Chrijt, felon Pexpreffion de I'Apbdrre;
& le ¥idele fortanc des eaux fortdu Tombean avec fon Say-
veur, & reprefente plus parfaitement le Myfterede 7. Chrifl
qui le regenere.  La merfion, ou I'eau eft appliquée au corps
entier, 8 & routes fes partics, fignifie aufli plus parfaices
ment que Phomme eft pleinement & encierement lavé de fes
taches.  Ec toutefois le Baptéme donné par I immerfion oule
plongement ne vaur pas mieux que le Bapeéme donné par
fimple infufion, & fur une feule partie : il fuffic que l'ex-
preffion du Myftere de 7.Chrift, 8 del'cffet de la grace fe
trouve-en fubflance dans le Sacrement, & la dernierc exadti-
tude de lareprefencation 0’y eft pas réquife,

Ainfi dans " Euchariftie, P'expreffion de la more de Nétre
Scigueur fe crouvanc au fond, quand on nous donne le Corps

livie
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¢ givento us 5 and the Expreflion of the Graceof the Chapé.

¢ Sacrament being alfo found in it, when the Image
¢ of our Spiritual Nourifhment is given us under tﬁc
¢ {pecies of Bread, the Blood which only addsto it a
“ more exprefs Signification, is not abfolutely neceflary

o1t

And in another place ~& Fefus Chrift (fays he)
¢ has order'd todip, aswe have often obferved. We
¢ have alfo taken notice, that he was baptized in
* this Form, that his Apoftles pradifed it, and that
¢ it was continued in the Church down to the XIIth
¢ and XIIIth Ages; and vet Baptifm given only by In-
¢ fufion is admitted, without any difficulty, on the
¢ fole Authority of the Church.

¢ Fefus Corift has faid Teach and Baptize 5 and a- M 3.
¢ gain, He that believeth, and is baptized, fhallbeaved, 1.
¢ But the Church, folely by the Authority of Traditi- Mark 16.
* on and Caftom, has fo interpreted thofe Words, 15, 15

¢ that the Inftru®ion and Faith which Cbrift bad joi-
“ ned with Baptifm, might be feparated from it in the
¢ cafe of Infants, |

¢ Thefe Words Teach and baptize, have a long time Difcip. ch.

¢ perplexed onr Reformed ¢Gentlemen 5 and till the XI. Ar. 6.
* Year 1614. obliged them to fay, that sz was not law- obferv.
¢ ful p. 185,

liveé pour nous, & l'expreffion de la grace du Sacrament s’y
trouvant auffi, quand on nous donne fous I' efpece du pain I’
image de ndcre nourricure Spirituelle, le fang qui ne faic qu'
y ajotiter une fignification plus exprefle, n’y eft pas abfolu-
ment neceflaires  Le Traité de Meffire F. B. Boffuet de la Com-
munion fouws les deux efpeces, PartieII, Seff. 1. & 2.

Fefus Chrijt a dic Plongez, comme nous [’avons fouvent re-
marqué. - Nous avons dit auffi qu'il a éé baptifé en cette for-

me ; que fes Apdtres P'ont {uivie, & qu’on la continuée dans

IEglife jufqu’au XII. & XIIL Siecle3 & neanmoinsle bap-
téme donné par infufion eft admis fans difficulce par la feule
aucorité de I'Eglife,

7. Chrift a dit, Enfeignez o Baptifex, & encore, Qnicro-
ira (o fera baptifé fera fauvé. L'Eglife a interprecé, par la

e autorite de fa Tradicion, & de la pratique, que I'in-
ftruction & la foy que 7. Chrift avoic unies avec le Bapié-
e, en pouvoicnt &re feparbes a l'egurd des perics enfans.

N a Ces



180

An Anfwer to Mr. R’s fifth Chapter.

Chap.6. © ful to adminifier Baptifm, without preaching either be-
WAV & fore or immediately after it,  This is what was deter-

Ibid.
p. 167.

Ibid.

¢ ‘mined in the Synod of Tomeins, conformably toall
¢ the precedent Synods. Butin the Synod of Caffres
in 1626, they began to be more laxas to this point,
and refolved not to prefs the Obfervation of the Re-
gidation of Tonmeins. At laft in the Synod of Cha-
rentor, in 1631. (the fame that admitted the Luthe-
rans to the Communion) it wasdeclared, that preach-
ing before or after Baptsfm was not effentsal tost, but
appertainedto Order, of which the Church might dif-
pofe.  So that, that which was believed and prati-
fed {o long asprefcribed by Fefus Curift bimfelf, was
changed ; and without any Teftimony of the
¢ Scripture, was declard to be a thing which the
¢ Church might order as fhe pleas'd.
¢ Asfor Infants, thofe of the Pretended Reformed
¢ Religion indeed fay, their Baptifm is founded on
¢ the Scripture, but they prodace noPaffage exprefs
¢ to that purpofe, but arguefrom very remote, not to
¢ fay very doubtful, and even very falfe Confequences.
* "T1s certain, that all the Proofs they bring fr;)hm
e

. . . . O T T

Ces paroles Enfeignex o Baptifez, one long temps embar-
rafé nos Reforméz.  Elles leur avoient fuire dire jufg’en
1614. qUiln'étoit pas loifible de baptifcr fans Predication pre-
cedente, ou immediatement fuivante, C'eft ce qui fue décide
au Syncde de Tomnpins, conformement d tous les Synodes
precedens, Mais au Synode de Caflres en 1626, on com-
menca  fe relacher fur ce point, & on refoluc de ne preffer
pas I obfevvationdu Reglement de Tonneins. Enfin au Synode
de Chareaton, en 1631. (Cleft celuy od 'on admir les Lu-
theriens  la Céne) il fur dit que la Predication avant ou a-
pré; le Baptém:, neft de Peflence Liceluy, ains de I'Ordre dont [
E [ife pent difpofer. Ainfi ce qu'on avoic crit & pratiqué fi
long-temps comme prefcrit par 7. Chriff méme, fut changé:
& fans aucun temoignage de lecriture, on declaroit quec’
étoir chofe done 'Eglife peut ordonner, comme il luy plait.

A I'egard des petits enfans, les P. Réformez difene bien,
que leur Baptéme cft fondé en ecricure, mais ils n’en rappor-
tent aucun paflage précis, & ils argumentent par des Confe-
quences tres-&loj snees, pour ne puas dire, tres-doureufes, &.

méme
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¢ the Scripture on this Subje& have no Force at all, Chap6-
¢ and thofe that might have fome Strength are deftroy- W/ VN
¢ ed by themfelves.

¢ That which might be of fome Force to eftablith
¢ Infant-Baptifmis, on the one hand that itiswritten
¢ that Fefus Chrift is the Savionr of all Men, and has 1 Tim. 4,
¢ himfelf (aid, Suffer lirtle Children tocome untome ; 1
¢ and on the other hand, that he has pronounced that Mac1g.%
‘ none can approach him, nor have part in his Grace,
“ without receiving Baptifm, according to this Word : "
* If youare not regenerated of Warer, and of the Ho- Joi3.3,s.
¢ Iy Spirit, you fhall not enter into the Kingdom of God.
¢ But thefe Paffages have no Force according to the
¢ Do&rine of the Reformed, feeing they profefs to be-
¢ lieve, that Baptifm is not neceffary to the Salvation
¢ of Infants, o

¢ Nothing gives ’em fo much difturbance in their Difcip. ch.
¢ Difcipline, as the importunate defire, which is every XI. arc.6.
¢ day to be feen among them in the Parents and other obferv.
¢ Relations, to have their Infants baptized when they
¢ are fick and in danger of Death. This Piety of Re-
¢ lations is call'd in their Synods an Infrmity; “tis

¢ Weaknefs

méme trés-faufles. 11 eft certain que fur ce fujer routes les
preuves qu'ils tirent de Pecriture, n’ont aucune force, & quils
derruifent cux-memes celles qui pourroient en avoir.

Ce qui peut avoir de la force pour érablir le Baptéme des
petits enfans, c’eft que d’un cbeé il eft écricque 7. Chrift eft
Sauveur de tous ; & qu’il a dic luy-méme, Laiffex venir a moy
les petits enfans ; & de Pautre, qu'ila prononcé, que nul ne
peut approcher de luy, ni avoir parcl fa grace, sii ne recoig
le Baptéme conformement 3 cette parole : Sivous '’ étes re-
generez de Feau (o du St. Efprit, wous n’ entrerex point an Roy-
aume de Dien. Mais ces paffages n’onc puint de forcr, felon
la doétrine de nos Réformez, puis qu'ils font profeflion de
crofirc que le Baptéme n'eft pas peceffaire au falur des petits
enfans.

Rien ne leur faic tane de peine dans leur difcipline, cue I
empreflement qu’ils voyent tous les jours parmi eux dans les
Parens A faire baprifer leur petits enfans, lorfqu’ils fone mala-
des, ou en peril de mort.  Cette piecé des parens eft appeilés
dans leurs Synodes une infirmité. Cleft foiblefle d apprehen-

N 3 der
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Chap.6. ¢ Weaknefs (itfeems) to fear that the Children of Be:
VYN € ievers thould die without having received Baptifm.

Ibid.

Catech,
Dim. Qe
Count. de
toy. Art.
35.Forme
d’ admin,
le Bapr,

¢ OneSynod fuffered it feIf to be perfuaded to con-
“fent to baptize Children out of the ordinar
¢ Courle, when there was evident Danger of Death.
¢ But the following Synod difapproved thisWeaknefs,
¢ and thefe firong Menrar’d out that Claufe, where-
¢ in there was fignify’d fome regard to this Danger,
© becaufe it apened the way alittle to the Qpinion ajg the
¢ Neceffity of Baptifm.

¢ Thus the Proofs thatare drawn from the Necefli-
¢ ty of Baptifm, to compel Men to allow it to Infants
¢ are deftroyed by our Reformed Gentlemen. An
¢ thefe that follow arefubftitated in their room, asthey
¢ are noted in their Catechiim, in their Confeffion of
¢ Faith, and in their Prayers: Namely, that the
¢ Children of Believers are born in the Covenant, ac-
¢ cording to this Promife, 7 will be thy God, and the
© God of thy Offspring to a tboufznd Generations,
¢ From whence they conclude, that fince the Virtue and
¢ Subfance of Baptifm belongs to Infants, it would be

© smjurions to themta deny them the Sign, whichis infe-
¢ riortoir,
< BY

der que les enfans des Fideles ne meurent fans recevoir le Bap-
téme. Un Synodc s’ écoit laifié aller a confentir qu’on bap-
tifac les enfans extraordinairement en evident peril de mors,
Mais le Synode fuivant reprouva cette foiblefle, & ces gens
forts effacerent la claufe oli on témoignoit avoir égard a ce
peril; parce qielle donne guelque owverture a [lopinion de la
Neceffité du Baptéme,

Ainfi les preuves tirées de la neceffite du Baptéme, pour
forcer a le donner aux petits enfans, fonc détruites par nos
Reformez. Vcicy celles qu’ils fubfticuent a leur place, telles
qu'elles font marquées dans leur Catechifine, dans leur Con-
feffion de Foy, & dans leurs Prieres. C'eft que les enfans
des Fideles naffent dans I'alliance conformementa cette pro-
mefle : 7e feray ton Dieu, (o le Dieu de ta lignée jufguen mille
generativns. Dol ils concluent que la vertu & fubftance du
Eaptéme appartenant aux petits enfans, on leur feroit injure
de leur denier le figne qui efl inferieur.

Far une femblable raifon ils (e trouveront forcez a leur don-

ner
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* By alike Reafon they’l find themfilves forc’d to Chap.6.
¢ give them the Communion together with Baptiim; W/ VN
¢ for they who are in the Covenant are incorporated
with Fefus Corift, the Infants of Believers are in Co-
venant, therefore they are incorporated with Jefus
Chrift. And baving by this means, according to
them, the Virtue and Subftance of the Communion,
they ought to fay, asthey do of Baptifm, that the
Sign of it can’t without injury be refufed them.
¢ The Anabaptifts maintain that thefe Words, Let
a Man examine bimfclf, and [olet him ear, have not
more Force to require the Age of Difcretion in them,
who partake of the Holy Supper, than thofe other
Words, Hethat believeth and is baprized, have to
require it in thofe who areadmitted to Raptifm.

“ The Confequence that is drawn from the new Re-
form of the Covenant of the antient Church, and
of Circumcifion, does not affe® them. The Cove-
nant of the antient Church, fay they, was made by
natural Birth, becaule it was carnal, and therefore the
¢ Sealof it was imprinted in their Flefh by Circumci-
f fion,almolt as foon as they were born. Butunder the
‘ New Covenant, ’tis not enough for a Man to be
¢ born, hemuft beburn again toenfer intoit, And

¢ feeing

"
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ner fa Céne avec le Baptéme 5 car ceux qui fonr dans Palii-
ance, fone incorporez a 7. Chrift: les pezits enfans des Fide-
les font dans Valliance, ils font donc incorporez a ]. Chrift
& avant par ce moyen, felon eux, la vertue & la fubftance de
Ja Céne, ondevroit dire comme du EBaptéme, qu'on ne peut
fans injure leur en refufer le Signe.

Les Anabaptiftes foltiennent que ces paroles, qu'on s’
prowve gy gu'onmange, wWong pas plus de furce pour exiger
dans la Céne Iize de raifon, que celles-cy qui croira g foia
baptifé en ont pour 'exiger dans le Baptéme.

La Confequence qu'on tire dans la nouvelle Rgforme de I
alliance de I'ancien Pcuple, & dela Circoncit;on, ne lcs toii-
che pas. [L’alliance de I’ ancien Peuple fefaifvir, difcacii,
par la Naiffance, par ce qu'clle éroit charnelle: & c'cft pour-
quoy on en imprimoic le {ceau dans la chair par la Circonciit-
on aulli-tdt aprés la naiffance. Mais dans la Nouverie 2t~
ance, il ne fuffic pas de naitre, il fautrenaitre pour y enLicr ;

N 4 W
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Chap.6. ¢ feeing the two Covenants are very different, there is
¢ no ground, fay they, toconclude from one Sign to
¢ another ; fo that the Comparifon which is made be-
¢ tween Circumcifion and Baptifm is of no weight.

¢ Experience has fhewn, that all the Attempts of the
¢ Reformed to confound the Anabaptifts by the
¢ Scripture, have beén weak 5 and therefore they are
¢ at laft obliged to alledg to them the Practice of the
¢ Charch. We fee in their Difcipline, at the end of
¢ the XIth Chapter, the Form of receiving Adult Per-
¢ fons into their Communion, where they make the
¢ Profelyted Anabaptift acknowledg, that the Bap-
¢ tifm of Infantsés founded on Scripture, and on the
¢ perpetual Praftice of the Church. 'When the Preten-
¢ ded Reformed believe theybave the Word of Ged
® very exprelly on their fide, they are not wont to
¢ build on the perpetual Pra&ice of the Church. But

in this cafe, becaufe the Scripture furnifhes ’em with
* nothing, by which they are able to ftop the Mouths
© of the Anabaptifts, it was neceflary to relie on
¢ fomewhat elfe, and at the fame time to confefs that
“ in thefe Matters the perpetual Practice of the Church
¢ isof inviolable Authority.

m—

& comme les deux alliances n'ont rien de femblable, i n’y a
rien, difent-ils, a conclure d’un figne a unaurre ; de force que
Ja Comparaifon quon faitde la Circoncifion avec le Baptéme
cft nulle,

L’experience a fait voir que tout ce qu'onttenté nos Ré-
formez, pour confondre les Anabaptiftes par PEcriture a éé
toible. Aufli foncils obligez de leur alleguer enfin la prati-
que. Nous voyons dans leur Difcipline, 2 fa fin du Chap.
iere X1, la forme de recevoir dans leur communion les per-
fonnes d’dge, on I'on fait expreflement reconnoitre al’Ana-
baptifte qui fe convertit, que le Baptéme des petits enfans eft
fondé en "UEcriture ¢y en [a pratique perpesuelle de I’Eglife,
Quand Jes P. Reformez croyent avoir la Parole de Dien bien
expreffe, ils n’ont pasaccoiicumé de fe fonder fur la pratique
perpetuelle de I'Eglife. Mais icy ou ’Ecricure pe leur four-
nit rien, parcu ils puiflent fermer la bouche anx Anabaptif-
tes, 1l a fallu s’appuyer dailleurs, & tout enfemhle avouer
guen ces matieres la pratique perpetuelle de IEglife eft 4’
une inviolable Aurorité. Ibid. pag. 126,127,128,129,130,131.

Let
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Let us now fee how the Learned Proteftant above Chap.6.

mention’d, takes off the Force of this Prelate’s Ar- W/WN™N
gument.  After having recited Monfieur BofJuet’s
Words, which prove Immerfion to have been the anti-
ent and proper way of baptizing: ¢ * I add (fays
* he) to thefe Reafons of Monfieur Boffuer, that Bap-
¢ tifm is an external Mark, that we are willing to die
¢ to Sin and to the World, and to have part in the
¢ Death and Burial of Fefus Chriff. St. Paulfays,
“ we are buried with bim by Baptifm, which fhews,
¢ that the Believer was plunged in Water, thereby to
¢ reprefent as it were afort of Death and Burial, 1
¢ farther obferve, that St. Paw calls it by a Name,
¢ which properly fignifiesa Bath {or Laver] Tir. 3. §-
“ when be fays, God bas faved us by the Laver of Re-
¢ generatim——He at length repeats what the Bifhop
urges againft the Proteftants, concerning the change of
dipping into [prinkling, &c. in which they agree with
thofe of the Romifh Church, and then anfwers in the
following Terms : ¢ I was willing (fays he) to report
¢ this whole Paffage of Monficur Boffuer, to eluci-
¢ date this matter tothe Proteftants, who {fcarce ever
¢ make any RefleGtion onit. ’Tis true, that the great-
¢ eft part of them hitherto baptize only by Sprinkling,
¢ bat ’tis certainly an abufe; and this Pradtice which
¢ they have retain’d from the Romifh Church, without

¢ a due Examination of it, as well as many other
¢ things

* Jajofice aux raifons de M. Boffuet que le Baptéme eft une
marque exterieure que nous voulons mourir au peché & au
monde, & avoir part 2 la morc & ala fepulture de Jefus
Chrift. Sainc Paul dic que parle Baptéme mnous fommes enfe-
velis avec luy. Ce cllui faic voir que P'on plongeoit le fidele
dans P'ean pour reprefenter par la comme une efpece de more
& de fepulture.  Je dis encore que S. Paul Fappelle d'un nom
qui fignifie proprement un Bain Tit.3.5. en difant que Dier nous
4 fawwvez par la Baia de la regeneration,

+ J'ay bien voulu rapporter tout cet endroit de M. Boffuet
pour eclaircir certe matiere aux Proteftans qui n’y {ont pref-
que Janais reflexion. 1l eft vray que jufques icila plus grap-
de partie d'entre cux ne baptifent que par afperfion, maisaf-
furement c’eft unabus. Ec cette pratique qu'ils ont petenue

* de
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Chap.6. °© things which they flill retain, renders their Baptifin

AN € very defe@ive. It corrupts both the Inftitution and

¢ antient ufage of it, and the Relation it ought to

¢ have to Faith, Repentance and Regeneration.  Mon-

¢ fieur Boffuer’s remark, that dipping was in ufe for

“ Thirteen hundred Years, delerves our ferious Con-

¢ fideration, and our Acknowledgment thereupon,

¢ that webave not fufficiently examin’d all that we

¢ have retain'd from the Romifh Church; that, feeing

* her moft Learned Prelates now inform us, that it

“ was She that firft abolillh’d 2 Wage authoriz’d by fo

¢ many flrong Reafons, and by io many Ages, fhe

¢ bas done very ill on this occalion, and that we are

¢ obliged to return to the antient Practice of the

¢ Church, and to the Inftitotion of Jefus Chrift. Ide

¢ not fay that Baptifin by Afperfion is null, that is not

mv opinion :  But it muft be confefs'd, if Sprinkling

¢ deftroysnot the Subftance of Baptifm, vetit alters

¢ it, andin{ome fort corrupts it, ’tisa Defe which
“ fpoils its lawfol Form.

He then attempts to fthew that the Proteftants do
not deftroy Baptifin effentially, that they ftill retain
Water, and wafh thofe whom they baptize; whereas
the Romanifts have entirely abolifh’d the Communion

<

de I’Eglife Romaine fans Ja bien examiner, comme plufieurs
autres chofes quils enretiennent encore, rend leur Bapréme
fort defeiucux. Elleen corrompt, & PInfticution & I'an-
cien ufage, & les rapport: qu’il doit avoir avec la foy, Ia pe-
nitcnce, & la regencration.  La remarque de M. Bofiuer, que
le plongement a écé en ufage pendant treize cens ans, merite
bien quon y reflechifle fericufement, au’cn en reconnoiffe
que nous n'avons pas affez examiné tout ce que nous avons re-
tenu de PEglife Romaine: & que putfqu’ a prefent, fes plus
dottes Prelats nous apprennent que c’eft elle qui aaboli la pre-
miere un ufage autorifé par ranc de forees raifons, & tant de
fiecles, elleatres-mal fait en cette occafion, & que nous fom-
nes obligez. de revenir a I’ ancienne pratique de IEglife, &
a P'Infticution de Jefus Chrift.  Jene dis pas quele Eaptéme
fait par ajperfion foit nul, ce n'eft pas 13 ma penfee. Mais
il faur avouer anfli, que i I'4fperfion ne détruic pasla fub-
ftance du Baptéme, elle Taltere & le corrompr en quelque
maniere,c’eft un defaur qui en gave la forme legitime., Reponfe
au Traité de M. Boffuet, touckant la communion [oiss les deux
eprces.  Pait I, p. 24, 25, f

0
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of the Cup, @c. And a fittle afcer he thus expreffes bim- Chap.6.
felf: ¢ * If then we fhould grant to Monficur Boffuer,
¢ that we are convinced by the Force of his Proofs,
¢ that the Effence of Baptifm confifts in Immerfion,
¢ what would he expe® from us, unlefs to own that
¢ weare very much obliged to him, aund to return him
¢ our Thanks for baving undeceiv’d us on thisSubject ?
¢ and as we are refolved to corre& this Abufe for the fu-
¢ ture, fo we entreat him in like maaner tocorre that
¢ of withholding the Cup from the Laity. Does
¢ Monfieur Boffwet imagine, that the Proteltants will
¢ prefer a Pra&ice that is unlawful, and the unlawful-
¢ pefsof which is demon(trated to them, to the In-
¢ ftitution of Fefus Chryt himfelf, and this to give
¢ fuch an advantage to Rome, to makeufe of this Ex-
¢ ampleon her fide, for the Violation of the Lawsot
¢ TJefus Chrift ? God forbid that they fhould bein {0
¢ unhappy a Difpofition of Mind! They are toomuch
¢ devoted to the Authority of their Divine Malter,
¢ not to obey his Voice, fo foon as they are made to
“ hear it. Oves mee [equuntur vocem meam, & ego vi-
S cifim oves meas cognofco; My Sheep bear my Foice,

.

* Quand nous accorderions donc i M. Boffuer, que li
force de fes preuves nous convainc, que Petfence du Baptéme
confifte dans I'immerfion, qu'efpereroic-ilde ndere pare, (inon
que nous luy fommes fort obligez, & que nousluy feaurons
bon gré de nous avoir dérrompez fur ce fujer, & comme
nous fommes refolus de corriger deformais cer abus, nousle
fupplions aufli de corriger celuy du retranchement de la Cou-
pe. M. Bofluer s’imagine-t-il, que les Proteftans veuillenc
préterer une pratique illegitime, & qu'on leur faic voir Cree
telle, aInfticution de Jefus Chrift méme, & cela afin de don-
ner cet avantage a Rome, quelle fe fervira de cet exemple
pour violer de fon cété lesloix de Jefus Chrift? a Dien ne
plaife qu’ils foiest dans unefi malheureufe difpofition ! il
font trop attachez & I'autorité de leur divin Maitre, pour ne
pas fe rendre 3 fa voix fi-tét quwon la leur fera encendre. O-
Ves Mmeg&  fequuntur vocem meant, o ezoviciffim oves meas cog-
mofco. Mes brebis fuivent ma voix, & moy de mon cbeé je
connots mes brebis. Il n'appartient qu’ a ces loups qui vien-
penc deguifez fous la peau de brebis, de la rejetter & de la
fu,  1bid, p. 25, 21,

¢ and
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Chap.6. * and I know them, and they follow me. ’Tis the Proper.
¢ tv only of thofe Wolves, who come difguisd in
¢ Sheep’s-clotbin%, to reje® and avoid it.

This Author afterwards comes to anfwerthat part
of the Bifhop’s Argument, which relates to the Eap-
tifm of Infants, as introduc’d without Scripture-Proof,
by the Authority of the Church. ¢ * As for Immerfion
¢ (fayshe) we have {poken enough of it before: And
¢ as to the Baptilm of Iufants, I confefs there is no-
¢ thing formal or exprefs in the Gofpel, to juftify the
¢ neceflity of it; and the Paffages that are produc'd,
¢ doat moft only prove that it is permitted, or rather
¢ that it is not forbidden to baptize them. If all the
¢ Anabaptifts only held to this, without condemni
¢ this Pra®ice as criminal and facrilegious, they wonl}g
¢ have reafon on their fide, and woulﬁ fay nothing bat

what is founded on fuch Principles, as are common

to all Proteftants. The Primitive Church did not
baptize Infants, and the Learned Grotius proves it
1n his Annotations on the Gofpel. Even the Pra&ice
of the Romifs Church isan evident Token of it ;
for with them Baptifm muft be defir'd before they en-
ter into the Church, and ’tis the God-father that
asks itin the Name of the Child; a formal and ex-

¢ prefs

Lol S T S T S )

-—

" * Pour I'lmmerfion nous en avons aflez parlé ci-deflus:
& quand au Baptéme des petits entans, yavoue qu'il n'y a
rien de formel ni de précis dans PEvangile pour en juftifier
la neceffité: &les paflages qu’on en cire ne prouvent toutau
plus finon qu’ileft permisde les baptifer, ou platdc qu'il
n'eft pas défendude les baptifer. Si tous les Anabaptiftes
s’en tenotent I3, fans condamner cette pratique de crime &
de facrilege, ils aurcientraifon, & ne diroient rien qui ne
tiit fondé fur les principes communs 4 tous les Proteftans.
I a primitive Eglife ne bapeifoit poinc les petits enfans, & le
fcavant Grotius en a donné des preuves en fes notes furl’
Evangile. La pratique méme de I'Eglife Romaine en cft
une marque évidente ; car il faur demander le Baptéme a-
vant que d’entrer dans VEglife: & ceft le parain qui le de-
mande au nom de ['enfant, il fauc faire une profeffion de foy
forrmelle & exprefle, & le parainl’e faic au nom de I'enfate,
il fauc prometere de renoncer au monde & a fes pompes, c;:i:
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¢ prefs Profeffion of Faith muft be made, which the Chap.6.

¢ Godfather alfo makes in the Child’s Name ; a Pro-
¢ mifc muft be made to renounce the World and the
¢ Porps of it, the Flefh and the Devil, all which is
¢ done by the Godfather in the Name of the Child :
¢ Ys not this a vifible Sign, that formerly it was the
¢ Perfons themfelves, who in their own Name defic’d
¢ Baptifm, made a Profeffion of their Faith, and re-
¢ nounc’d their paft Life, to confecrate themfelves to
¢ the Lord Jefus Chrift for the time to come ?

I hope by this time the Impartial Reader will be-
lieve the Anabaptifts adhere fo firi®ly to Immerfion
and Adult Baptifin, from a better Principle than that
of mere Obftinacy; and that Mr, Ruffer has no juft

pretence to the Vogue of theUniverfal Churchin this
Controverfy.

And here I cannot chufe but lament, that {0 many
Pious and Learned Men thould find themfelves fo fet-
ter’d by the Tyranny of Cuftom and Tradition, that
thothey cannot but al;pirc after the Liberty of pra&i-
fing the Ordinances of Chrift, according to the Pri-
mitive Pattern; and now and then let go fome Sighs
and Wifhes, toexprels the fenfe of their Minds on
this Head 3 vet they feem to want that degree of Re-
folution and Firmnefs of Miud, which is neceffary to
attempt fuch a Reformation. Too many are afraid of
the Confequences of altering old Traditions, and feem
rather difposd to tolerate Abufes than to redrefs ’em,
Not enough confidering that’tis every man’sDuty to re-
form his own Pra&ice, and to endeavour to reform that
of others, o far as he is capable in his Station ; that
there can be no good Excufe fram’d,to palliate the Vio-
lation of plain Inflitutions; that the long or general
Pra®&ice of a Cuftom that wants a Foundation in the
Word of God, makes the Reafons that are urged for

chair & audemon, & le parain fair tout cela an nomde I'en-
fano : n'eit-ce pas 1 une marque vifible que jadis c’éroient
les perfonnes mémes, quien leur propre nom demandoient le
Bapteme, qui faifoient profeffion de leur foy, & renoacoicnt

a leur vie paffée, pour la confacrer deformais a Jefus Chrift ?
Ibid. p. ¢8, 99.

a
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% a Reformation fo much the fironger ; and that what-

{foever Names of Reproach may be given to thofe, who
have the Courage to {tem the Tide of vulgar Errors
and Abufes, they a& an honourable part, in efpou-
fing the Caufe of Truth, which is the Caufe of Ged;
for thofe who bonour bim be will honowr. But we have
dwelt long enough on this Chapter, therefore I pro-
ceed to the next.

CHAP VII

Reflections on Mr.R’s fixth Chapter, the Title
of which is, Of their Teachers [i.e. of the

Anabaptifts] and their Intrufion into the
Miniftry.

HAving clofely follow'd Mr. R. in the foregoing
Chapterss thro the Controverfy of Baptifm, fo
far as he has becn pleas'd to engage in it, and baving
given a {ufficient Anfwer to the many unjult Re-
proaches which he has {catter’d inhis way, I fhall not
extend my Anfwer to the Remainder of }lis Book to
any great length, butcontent my felf in making fome
general Reflections on the Subftance of each Chapter,
and in adding fome particular Remarkson fuch Pafla-
ges, as feem efpecially to call for Animadverfion.
What Mr. R. faysin this Chapter, of the Anabap-
tifts in Germany, may well be refer'd to his tenth
Chapter, where he more largely treats of them.
That which he here chiefly has 1 view, is to render
their Minidtry contemptible and odious, caling them,
P.38.  AMinifiers of Error and Schifms, Teachers of Herefy
P, 37.  and Blafphemy, and their Churches Synagogues of Sa-
tany and uling many other Terms of like Im-
port, equally charitable and civil : but what their Er.
rors and Herefies are he letsus Rnow in the ninth Chrp-
ter 5 and therefore we have no need to bedetain'd by
any thing here, unlefs what immediately concerns
thair pretended Intrufion into the Miniftry.

The



Reflections on Mr. R’s fixth Chapter. 191

The chief Topicks on which he argues agaipft their Chap.7.
Minifters, are, that they are engaged in fecular Em- Ig/‘\f\—’
ployments, that they pretend an imward Callis fuffici- 333’ 34>
ent withoue an outward one, that any who pretend to 3°2 37
bave the Spivit may minifier the Wi ard,ﬁut that they have
neither an outward Warvant nor aninward Call ; that
they profefs topreach freely and withour Hire, and yet
that their readinefs to teach the People freely, arifes P. 39,40,
fromtheir Defire of Profit and Power.

1. That the Exercife of a fecular Employment in
caleof neceflity, 1s not unbecoming a Minifter of
Chrift, isevident from the Example of the Great A-
pofile of the Geariles, who §loried in this Hardfhip,
to which he was fometimes reduc’d, and declares that
bis Hands bad minifired to his Neceffities, And that Per- At.20.34.
fons duly qualified for the Minifterial Work, may be
called from their Civil Employments to that Sacred
Service, 1 fuppofe will not . be denied by Mr. R.
nor is it contrary to the Do&rine or Pra®ice of an
Church in the World that T know of. If therefore
fome of the Anabaptifts who arecompetently qualified
for the Miniftry, and regularly called toit, are under
fuch narrow Circumflances from the Poverty of the
Churches to which they belong, that thev can’t welt
{ubfift without engaging themfelves in Temporal Af-
fairs, where is the Crime in all this? or what Law of
God have they broken ? Their Cafe may deferve Com-
paffion, and their Self-denial is to be cominended, but
I fee no room for a Reproach on this account to be faf-
ten'd on ’em. And if any of them without juft occa-
fion concern themielves in fecular Affairs (in which
fome Minifters of other Churches as well as theirs,
{fometiracs too much engage themfelves) or if fome of the
Churches to whom they belong, huve at any time been
wanting in their Duty, of giving them an honoura-
ble Maintenance, to enable them to provide rhings
honeft inthe Sight of all Men (as the Apofile fpeaks)
and to be given to Hofpitality ; 1 (hall by no means
jultify them inthe Omiffion of fo plain a Duty. And
what hz adds of the mean Condition of fome of ’em,
(whohe fays, have been made Priefts of the loweft of p, 38.
the People, and whom he compares on that account to
Feroboan’s Pricits) might be as well appliedto many

of
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Chap.7. of theMinifters of other Proteftant Churches: not
will his Comparifon reach the cafe, fince there is a
great difference between the Difpenfation of the Gof
pel, and thatof the Law 3 and fince the Reftri®ion
of the Priefthood toone Tribe under the legal Admi-
niftration, does not confine the Miniftry ander that of
the Gofpel, only to Men of one Tribe or Nation, ot
thofe of one Rank and Condition, as to their Temporal
Circumftances. Befides, the mean Condition of
divers of the Apoftles, fhews that God does not al-
ways choofe the rich and honourable to minifter in his
Service. And indeed Mr. R. has fufficiently obviated
all he fays on this Head, by that one Expreflion with
which he begins this Chapter; .As ro their Teachers
(fays he) the Words of the Apoftle are made good, not
many wife, not many noble, 1 Cor. 1. 26, Since he
thought fit to jeer them for their mean Condition in
fo many Placesof this Chapter, hemight have forborn
to cite this Paffage of the Apoftle in favour of it: bat
hetalks, as if he thought the Apoftle mention'd this
as adifadvantageous Charadter of the Chriftians that
were his Contemporaries; whereas he does it to en-
courage them againft the Prejudices, that their low
Circumltances in the World occafion’d in the Minds
of their Enemies againf{t them. I am not willing to
believe that Mr. R, makes a Jeft of the Words of the
Apoftle, and yetI can’t imagine that he cites thefe
‘Words infavour of the Anabaptifls, ina Chapter that
is wholly turn’d to a contrary purpofe ; but his way
of writing is {ometimes unaccountable, And he evident-
1y mifapplies that Paflage of the Prophet, Zach. 13.4,
§, 6. where 'tis predicted that a falft Prophet fhall fay,
d am ne Prophet, I am an Hasbandman, for Man
saught me tokeep Cartle from my Youthy only to fhew
that the falfe Prophets fhould be athamed of their Vi-
fions, and fo difclaim the Name of Prophets, as the
Context makes aﬁpear 5 not to fhew that a Husband-
man could not become a Prophet (as Mr. R. would
have it) for the Great Prophet Elifha was called to
that Sacred Work from the Plow, David from the
Sheepfold, and .Amos from the Herd.

2. I'willingly affent to what Mr. R. fays, that none
can regularly preach except they be fent, that Miniﬂegs
ougnt
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ought tobe called of God, ard that they ought to Chap..
have an External as well as Tarernal Cally but T W/
can’t agree with him, that the Anabaptift Minifters
pretend only to the Intcinal Call, and that whoever
pretends to the Spirit may preach among them, 1 know
they thinka Man ought to have an Internal Call, if
by that Mr. R. means competent Gifts and Qualifi
cations for the Work of the Minifiry: bar they
are far from fuppoling that every Man isfo called,
who imagins himfelf o qualified ; nor do they think
it enough for a Man to have fuch Gifts and Accum-
rlimments, as are requifite for that Work, unlefs he
vave a regular External Calltoit.  And what Ihave
here alledged is fufficiently confirmed by their fore-
cited Confeilion of Faith, where they thus declare
them(elves : ¢ * The way appointed by Chrift for the
¢ Calling of any Perfon fitted and gifted by the Ho-
¢ 1y Spirit unto the Office of Bithop, or Elder in a
¢ Church, is, that hebe chofen thereunto by the com- Ar4.22
¢ mon Suffrage of the Church it felf, and folemnly
¢ fet apart by Fafling and Prayer, with Impofition 1 Tim. 4,
¢ of Handsof the Elderflip of the Church, ifthere 14.
t be any before conftituted therein 3 and ofa Deacon, Att. 6. 35
¢ that he be chofen by the like Suffrage, and feta- 5 <
¢ part by Prayer and the like Impofition of Hands.

¢ The Work of Paftors being conftantly to attend
¢ the Service of Chriftin his Churches, in the Mini- A& 6. 4.
¢ ftry of the Word and Prayer, with Watching for Heb. x3.
¢ their Souls, as they that muft give an account to I7.
¢ Him ; it is incambent on the C%urchcs, to whom i Tim. 5.
¢ they minifter, not only to give them all due re- 19, 18.
¢ fped, but alfo to communicate to them of all their Gal.6.5,7,
good things; according to their Ability, fo as they
may have a comfortable Supply, without being 2 Tim.2.4,
¢ themfelves entangled in fecular Affairs; and may (Tim.3.2,
¢ alfo be capable of exercifing Hofpitality towards o-
¢ thers ; and this is requird by the Law of Nature, 1 Cor. o
¢ and by the exprefs Order of our Lotd Fefus, who ¢, 14.

[
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* Chap, 26. Se&. 9, 10511
& ¢ hath
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Chap.7. * hath ordain’d that they that preach the Gotpet
LAV ¢ fhould live of the Gofpel.

A& 11,
19,20, 21.

1 Pet 4.
1o, 11,

¢ Altho it be incumbent on the Bifhops or Paftors
¢ of the Churches,to be inftant in preaching the Word
¢ by way of Office, yet the Work of preaching the
¢ Word is not fo peculiarly confin’d to them s but
¢ that others alfo, gifted and fitted by the Holy Spi-
¢ rit for it, and approved and called by the Church,
¢ may and ought to perform it.

To Mr.R’s Denial that the Anabaptift Minifters
have any internal Call, I may well oppole the Apo-
ftle’s Words, Whe art thon that udgeft arorher Man's
Servant 2 to bis own Mafter be flundeth or  fudlerh y and
Mr. R.muft excufe me, if I don’t thinkhiina com-
petent Judg in this cafe.

Asto what be fays of the pretence of the Ana-
baptifts, to preach fredy awd withour Hire, tis fuffi-
ciently anfwered in the Citation above, whereinthey
aftert the Obligation of the Churches of Chrift to
maintain their Mimifters: and if fome of the Peo-
ple are wanting i their Duty, or fome of the Mini-
fters forpo thar own Right, it isvery unreafonable
to charge the Omiilion of the People as a Crime in
the Minifters, or from the Condelcenfion of {ome
Minifters to preach without Keward, to infer in ge-
neral, that they exclaim againft their own Mainte-
nance. However Mr. R. himfelf acknowledges to-
wards the clofe of this Chapter, that fome of them
have an Allowance, but fuggefts that the Contribu-
tions to this puspofle are private 3 asif they were in-
clined to ccuceal what they have publifhed on the
Houfe-top in their Confefiions of Faith and other
Writings, and what they bave no reafon to be afha-
med of, fnice tis founded on the Authority of the
Divine Word.

3. Tisfurprizing that Mr, R. fhould make Profit
otic of the greatends of the preaching of their Mi-
nifters, after he has reprefented the People as poor
and mean, and their Principles againft the Mainte-
nance of a Miniftry : but it feems he would muchra-
ther contradi® himfelf, than let them efcape one Cen-
fure; one while they muft be made to oppofe the
wiaintenance of a Minifiry, that they may be thoughe

T crro:



