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in all ages, to be upright towards us: ’tis agree-
able to his promifes, and declarations of his heart,
to fhew himfelf upright, to fincere {fouls, in over-
looking their infirmities, in defending their per-
fons, in ftrengthening their graces, and profper-
ing them in their fouls. They fhall grow up as
calves of the ftall, Malachi iv. 2. They are
changed into Gop’s image, from glory to glory,
2 Cor, 1il. 18. Do not my words do good to
him that walketh uprightly, Mic. ii. 9. The
way of the Lord is ftrength to the upright,
Prov. x. 2g. They fhall ftill bring forth fruit,
to fhew that the Lord is upright, Pf. xcil. 14.
‘They go from ftrength to ftrength, P{ lxxxiv. 7.
Grace be with them that love the Lord Jefus in
fincerity, Eph. vi. 24.  Gobp will thew himfelf
upright in hearing our prayers: for the prayer
of the upright is his delight, Prov. xv, 8.---Gop
will be upright in comforting us in forrows, trials,
and affli¢tions. I was brought low, and he helped
me, P cxvi. 6. They that fear the Lord fhall
want no good thing: he is a very prefent help in
trouble, Pf xlvi. 1. All things fhall work to-
gether for good, Rom. viii. 28. Unto the up-
right there arifeth light in the darknefs, Pf. cxi.
4. Verily, there is a reward tor the righteous,
P{. lviii. 12.---Gop will diret us in our doubts.
The integrity of the upright fhall guide them,
Prov. ii. 3. He will clear up our integrity: he

will
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will bring it forth as clear as the noon day, Pf.
xxxvil. 6. He will bring me forth to the light,
and I fhall behold his righteoufnefs, Mic. vii. g.
---Gop will fhew himfelf upright by eftablithing
us to the end. He will never turn away from
us to do us good, Jer. xxxil. 40, 41. Thy
latter end thall greatly increafe, Job viii. 7.---
He will thew himfelf upright in beftowing out-
ward bleflings on the uprigcht man. A faichful
man fhall abound with bleffings, Prov. xxviii. 20.
The upright fhall flourith, Prov. xiv, 11.---GobD
will fhew himfelf upright in crowning our inte-
grity with internal peace, and with cternal glory,
Gop will lead us into the land of uprightnefs,
Pf. cxliii. ro.  Gob fays to us, walk before me,
and be thou upright: I will be thy fhield, and
thy exceeding great reward, Gen. xvii. 1. The
upright fhall dwell in thy prefence, Pf cxl. 1 3-
Blefled are the pure in heart, for they fhall fee
Gop, Matth. v. 8, His countenance doth be-
hold the upright, Pf xi. 7.---O! what ground
have we for unbounded confidence in the fincerity
and faithfulnefs of Gop!

4. Here 1s a powerful cure of anxiety and fear
COnCerning FUTURE EVENTS, relating to ourfelves,
our friends, the church, and the world ! and rich
ground for contentment with our prefent con-
dition and circumftances.---As to our prefent
ftate and fituation in life, we ought to think it

the
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the very beft for us at this moment: we may be
affured it is the very beft, upon the whole of
things, when we confider ourfelves in connexion
with our friends, the church of Chrift, and the
univerfe. However we may think another con-
dition would be better, it is a grand miftake;
for it would not be well for us, on the whole, at
this point of time. Remember that you have
had much and long experience of Gop’s goodnefs,
faithfulnefs, and mercy, for many years paft; and
you are not left pesTITuTE Now. You have
many mercies for foul and body now in hand.
You have many pledges of his grace and faith-
fulnefs. Your experience witnefles to this every
day, hour, and minute of your life,

And as to FUTURE EVENTs, with refpe&t to
yourfelves, the church, and the world; there are
two moft reviving confolations, to prevent an
anxious dread, and infpire a lively hope and
cheerfulnefs.

CONSIDERATION TI.

All events are in the hands and power of a good
Gop and Father: and his gracious defigns and
tender love to us always bring forth fuch happy
events in our favour, fuch pleafing furprizals of
mercy, as could never be expected from the out-
ward face of things. Gob loves to furprize us
with new mercies and bleffings. Such inftances
we have in rich abundance all thro’ the Scripture,
As the angel appearing to Abraham on the point

of
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of facrificing his fon---Efau’s fudden favour to Ja-
cob---Jofeph’s furprizing advancement---Mofes
furprized with the opening of the Red Sea---
Ruth’s marriage to Boaz---David faved from the
rage of Saul---the three heroes preferved in the
fire---Peter fuddenly brought out of prifon---
Paul faved from forty murderers---with a variety
of other events, which thew that the truly-good
man fhall be bettered by every thing, and wortted

by nothing all through life.

CoNsSIDERATION 2.

"The precious decrees of Gop, expreffed in clear
promifes and rich prophecies, aflure us of the
continual advancement of wifdom, religion, and
happinefs in the univerfe, and the increafing in-
terelt of Chrift amongft mankind---the triumphs
of grace over the wickednefs of men---the ruin of
Satan’s kingdom---the enlargement of the empire
of truth, light, and vital holinefs; and the in-
ceflant progrefs of knowledge, goodnefs, and hap-
pinefs, through all nations, to the end of time.---
This is a fubject full of infinite confolation: ’tis
a thought you ought to cherifh and diffufe abroad
in all its brightnefs to your friends and the church
of Chrift to the end of life. Yea, if it were in
cur power, we would fpread the truth from
pole to pole; and all the worlds which Gop has
made, fhould hear it refound from our triumphant
voice.

A CON-
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XVIII. The arvr-surriciency of Gob.

OD is a seLF-SUFFICIENT BEING. He needs
nothing, without himfelf, to make him
happy. He is the firft of beings: felf-exiftent,
and independent of all other beings., He exifted
millions and millions of ages, even from ali
eternity, alone; before any creature exifted. He
was then {elf-fufficient for his own happinefs, and
felf-fatisfied with the contemplation of his own
nature and manner of fubfiftence, as Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit. He has all good in him, and
is the fource and fountain of all goodnefs.---One
of our primary ideas of Geb is, that he is an in~
dependent being and goodnefs, in a nature that
knows and loves itfelf. Gobp is pofleflfed of all
poflible perfeftions; and he is quite happy in
the enjoyment of them. The divine Being, in
its mode of fubfifting in three perfons, muft be
happy: for thefe glorious perfons have enough
within

Vor. 1. M mm
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within themfelves to give the deepeft and moft
exquifite delight to each other. This glorious
and all-fufficient Gop has no need of the adora-
tions and love of angels and faints to make him
happy. His holy creatures reap all the benefic
of their prayers, praifes, and obedienee. He is
infinitely above all blefling and praife for ever
and ever.

Gop is an ALL-SUFFICIENT BEING to his crea-
tures. He has enough within himfelf to com-
municate to his creatures.  He is able to do
whatfoever he pleafes---to fulfil all his vaft en-
gagements and promifes. He has laid himfelf
under amazing obligations to do moft prodigious
things for millions and millions of loft finners.
He has entered into aftonithing contralts with
his dear fon, to bring thofe innumerable millions
of millions of ruined fouls to glory, by the blef-
fings of fpectal goodnefs.

The arL-surriciENcy of Gop appears,

1. In the world of ~vaTurRE and ProOVIDENCE,
he gives life, and breath, and all things to his
creatures, A&s xvii. 24. The whole world of
mankind on the face of the earth owe their ex-
iftence, powers, and comforts, entirely to his
immenf{e power and goodnefs. He fuftains, every
moment, all the millions of birds, beafts, fifhes,
reptiles, and infe&ts. The life of all the vege-
tables on earth flows from the all-fufficient Gob.

2. Gop
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2. Gobo is all-fufficient in crace and glory.
The fpiritual exiftence of all true chriftians 1s
derived from his immenfe fulnefs: and all our
divine powers to live to Gop, all the holy quali-
ties of our hearts, and all the comforts and joys
of our life, Aow from his boundlefs fulnefs, as the
all-fufficient Goo. He has filled the covenant
of grace full of all manner of bleffings. He has
put all this fulnefs into the hands of Chrift. Out
of his fulnefs we receive grace for grace, John i.
16. His grace fhall be fufficient for us, 2 Cor.
xit. 9.  And our Gop will {fupply all our needs,
according to his riches in glory, by Chrift Jefus.

XIX., The rerrecTION Of Gop.

Your father in heaven is perfeét, Matth. v. 48.
He is perfet in his nature and manner of ex-
itence: he is perfedt as a Facher, perfefk as a
Son, and perfect in the perfon of the Holy Spirit.
No perfection of Gop is wanting to either of the
divine perfons in the undivided being of Gob.
Every attribute of Gob is perfect: he, as a {pirir,
is perfet: his eternity is perfe®, or it is the
higheft manner of unfucceflive duration: his
omniprefence is fo perfedt, that no idea can be
formed of its being defetive or wanting in any
dezree: his immutability 1s fo perfeét, that no-
thing can be imagined more {fo: his life is per-
fe&t life : his omnipotence is fo perfe&, that no
conception of men or angels can ever add one
Mmm 2 idea
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idea to it. His will is perfe&ly right in every
thing; and his fovereignty or dominion is a
perfe&t dominion, and will be fo for ever. His
dignity, prerogatives, tafte, and affettions, are
all {o entirely perfect, that they admit of no in-
creafe in themfelves; tho’ the difplays of them
may increafe to eternity.

His knowledge, wifdom, and prudence, are fo
abfolutely perfect, that they cannot poflibly be
more fo through eternal ages. His goodnefs,
mercy, patience, grace, and love, are all per-
fect; and he delights to exert them in the moft
glorious manner,

His holinels, or purity, is perfe& holinefs,
perfect purity; fo as to admit of no increafe in
itfelf: though his holinefs may and wiil have

brighter difplays on earth, and in heaven, and
hkell, through an infinite duration.

His juftice is abfolutely perfect : his truth and
fincerity are perfet: his veracity and faithfulnefs
are entirely and eternally perfe&. There may
be, and there fhall be farther and brighter dif-
plays of them in our world, and in a boundlefs
eternity of mifery or happinefs; but Gopo’s fin-
cerity and faithfulnefs never had the leaft defici-
ency fince the creation of the world. Gob is
perfe® in his felf-fufficiency for his own hap-
pinefs and glory : he knows how to provide for

himfelf
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himfelf in all poflible cafes; and will provide for
the full glory of his charater through eternal
ages.

His work is perfect; and his way is perfedt in
creation, previdence, and redemption. He is
perfet in his all-fufficiency to his creatures, and
efpecially to all his faints. He will give grace
and glory, and no good thing will he withold
from thofe that walk uprightly. And this is our
comfort, this is our joy, that Gop will perfect
that which concerneth us; and will make every
thing belonging to his people beautiful in his
time, Ecc. 1. 11,

The perfeCtion of beauty in Gop thould excite
us to love him with the moft ardent affetion.
We fhould delight to have thoughts of vaft ad-
miration and efteem, and theughts of the higheft
benevolence and gratitude. We fhould delight

in his prefence, and take the utmoft pleafure in
all his perfe&ions.

XX, The narpriNess and cLory of Gob.

Harpixness confifts in pleafure. Misery con-
filts in pain.  Pam is a confcioufnels of fome
evil prefent with us. It is impoffible for Gop to
teel pain, becaufe he is fubje&t to no natural or
moral evil. He cannot fecl any pain from pis-
crack, for with Gop is terrible majefty and in-
finite grandeur. He cannot feel pain from fub-

jelion
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jeftion and sLavery, for he has eternal and in-
dependent dominion, He cannot feel pain from
POVERTY, for he has all the riches of time and
cternity. He cannot feel pain from wEakNESS
and inability to accomplith his defigns, for he
has the omnipotence of a Gop. He cannot feel
pain from mMoraL EviL, becaufe he is glorious in
holinefs. He cannot feel pain frome loflfes and
p1saPPOINTMENTS, for he is infinitely above all
the power of men and devils. His counfels thall
ftand, and he will do all his pleafure, Ifai. xlvi. 1o,
He cannot be miferable and unhappy by 1owo-
rANCE, or a weaknefs in his underftanding, for
he has all the treafures of wifdom and know-
ledge.

A ftate of eafe in all the powers and affections
of a thinking being is a ftate of pleafure.---Gop
feels himfelf in a ftate of the moft exquifite eafe
and pleafure; and he triumphs in knowing that
it never will be in the power cf men or devils to
difturb his repofe and happinefs to eternity.---
His cLory -arifes from the bright and beautiful
affemblage of all his infinite perfeftions, and
frem their illuftrious appearance in the works of
creation and providence, but efpecially in re-
demption by the death of Chrift.

XXI. Gop 15 INCOMPREHENSIELE,
"There 1s one part of the divine character which
has
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has been omitted, but muft, by no means, be for-
gotten : and that is the myfterious and incom-
prehenfible nature of Gop. The confideration
of this is of exceeding great ufe to humble our
pride, and reconcile us to the glorious difcoveries
of divine revelation. As Gop i1s a moft pure
{pirit, endued with infinite perfections, he muft
be above all our wifdom, and fuperior to all
created underftandings.

In thefe perfections of the DIVINE NATURE, of
which we have fome idea, there are many things
to us inexplicable; and, with which, the more
deeply and attentively we think of them, the
more we find our thoughts fwallowed up. As
for inftance, his felf-exiftence---his eternity---his
omniprefence, whether it be conceived of as diffu-
five or not diffufive---his producing effects by
meer volition---the creation of matter---the crea-
tion of {pirit---his omnifcience, where his know-
ledge of what is paft from the creation of the
world, bears no proportion to the knowledge of
what 1s yet to come, if any creatures be fuppofed
immortal ; efpecially his knowledge of future
contingencies---how, being perfectly happy, and
confequently having nothing to with or defire, he
was exciled to aff---how, being perfeétly good
and omnipotent, he permitted evil to enter into
the world, befides many other a&tions and ways
of Gop.---See Dr. Doddridge’s Le&ures, p. 118.

Abernethy, vol. 2. ferm, vi, vii.
The
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The incomprehenhbility of Gob is of exceed-
ing great ufe to all perfons who are proud of
their underftandings, to mortify their vanity, and
convince them, that, in comparifon of Gop, they
are lefs than nothing.---What impudence and
pride muft it be, to cavil at the {ublime dif-
coveries of the gofpel of Chrift!

XXI1I. ReeouLLecTion of the whole beautiful
cHarAcTER of Gob.

What a moft amiable and venerable being 1s
Gop; and how pleafing to all perfons of true
tafte to recolle&, to love, and adore this lovely
and {ublime character!

Gop is a fpirit, invifible and incorporeal,
poflefled of underftanding, will, and affections.
He exifts from eternity to eternity, and is ever
the fame in his nature, purpofes, love, blefled-
nefs, and glory---every where prefent, and every
where a&ive---having life and altive ftrength to
effeét all his defigns, with infinite eafe---and
pefleflfed of an unbounded capacity of under-
ftanding to furvey his own nature, and all his
ideas; with the nature and ideas of all his crea-
tutes in heaven, earth, and hell, without the
leaft mifconception or error.

‘We have confidered his will, in its nature,
objects, and properties, and efpecially his fove-
reign dominion over all worlds, and the ufes
we ought to make of that dpminion. We have

viewed
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viewed his dignity, prercgatives, tafte, and af-
feGions; his love, grace, hatred, anger, zeal,
and wrath: and we have feen the ufes we ought
to make of the affections of Gopb.

We have contemplated the beautiful qualities
of Gop, or his moral perfe&tions: we fee his
wispoM in creation, providence, and redemp-
tion : his coopnEss fhines all over the worlds of
nature and grace: his mercy endures for ever:
his patience renders him moft amiable and vene-
rable: his HoLinEess is purer than the unftained
light of the fun: his jusTice is impartial and
inflexible, in afferting the rights of the divine
nature, and maintaining the rights of his people:
his TruTH endures for ever: his SINCERITY is
the moft pure, and without the leaft deceit: his
vERACITY is beyond the reach of juft fufpicion:
and his FarruruLNess will fhine thro’ all worlds
as long as Gop endures! O! what a charalter
is this! how lovely and adorable!

We have furveyed his wonderful seLr-surFrcr-
gncy for his own felicity, and his aLn-surricI-
excy for the happinefs of millions of millions of
rational and immortal creatures; even all that
fhall ever love him to the end of the world.
We have confidered his abfolute perrecTION,
nappiNEss, and GLORY; which is ever the fame
in himfelf; and he is always happy in himfelf,
and equally glorious to himfeif: although his

Nnn glory



[ 466 ]

glory will be more difplayed to his creatures
through an immortal duration; and every rea-
fonable being will have frefh views of Gob, in
his juftice or grace, as long as Gop and immor-
tality endures!

Let us now, my dear reader, do honour to our
powers and affections, by employing them on
Gop. Let us dignify our underftanding and our
heart by a rational, ardent, and tender

DEVOTIONAL EXERCISE.

Glorious and immortal Gop! give us a diftinét
knowledge of thy beauty, an exquifite {enfe of
thy goodnefs, and a vivid power to receive plea-
fure from all the various difcoveries of thy nature
and perfections in thy works and thy word, in
ten thoufand various points of light.

Give us a keen difguft at every object which
1s unlike Gop; and, by its moral deformicy, ap-
pears oppofite to his beauty and perfettions.

Infpire us with a lively delight 1n the peauty
of Gop; and let us feel, that thou art moll
agrecable and plealing to our tafte.

Help us to fet our beft affections on thee, the
wilelt and beft of beings: let us renounce all fin-
ful delights, becaufe thefe would embitter and de-
ftroy our delightin Gop: attraét us into the moft
intenfe union with thy nature and love: let us feel
the moft delightful union of our will with the be-

loved
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loved Gop: give us new difcoveries of thyfelf every
hour, through our whole exiftence, by the light
and grace of thy Holy Spirit; then it will be
pleafing to our tafte to read the moft glorious
paffages and chapters in the Scriptures concerning
Gop: we fhall then love to converfe with the
wifeft and beft authors and preachers, who are
fulleft of Gop; and we fhall love thofe great
minds beft, who can give us the greateft and
richeft ideas of Gob.

Give us {uch an ardent zeal and attention to
thy beautiful charalter, as thall excite us to neg-
leét no feafon or occafion of increafing our know-
ledge of Gop, of gaining new ideas of thee, and
freth views of thy lovely perfe&tions to our laft
hour in the agonies of death.

Let us feel fuch a permanent delight in our un-
derftanding, will, and affections, as fhall never
{fuffer us to be drawn off from thee, whillt life,
and thought, and immortality endures.

May no delufion or error move off our under-
ftanding from thee, the fupreme TRuTH: no
irnaginary good move off our will from thee,
the fupreme coop. May no falfe and flattering
charms move off our affections from thee, the
fupreme BeauTYy. May the whole vain world,
in all its blandithments, never draw off our pre-
cious fouls from vital union with the Lord Jefus
Chrift.

Give
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Give us the happinefs, O! Gob, to find thy
blefled reL1GION full of delight to our tafte: and
let us avow, in the face of the whole world, that
we do not repent of entering into the warmeft
connexion and friendfhip with the Gop we love
and adore!

May it always be pleafing to our tafte, to
think of {pending an eternity with Gon---to live
in the unclouded profpet of thy beauty---to view
thee every moment of our exiftence---and wait
thy pleafure, and obey thy lovely orders with all
the powers, affections, qualities, and tafte of our
foul.

Give us this hope every moment of this mortal
life. We afk no more: with lefs we cannot be
fatisfied. This i1s the whole of our infinite de-
fires ; the confummation of all our nobleft pur-
fuits and hopes. Amen.

Selet B O O K S.

1. The difcourfe on Divine Juftice, by the judicious and experimental
Erisua Cores, is certainly the moft eafy and popular 1 ever read,

2. Dr. Owenx's Differtations on Divine Juflice, are exceedingly clear
and convincing., I with moit iincerely to fee a tranflation into cur
language, for the ule of Englifh readers.

4. On the Sufficiency, Perfection, Happinefs, Glory, and Incompre-
henfible Nature of Gop, fee the exceilent Dr, Gill, and the great John
Abernethy.

4. On the Patiznce of Gop: CuarNocx’s Difceurfe 1s the moft
excellent I ever read. To which add Dr. Giil’s, vol 1.

6. On Drricut in Goo, fee the mafculine John Howe, and the
worthy Dr, Samuel Wright in his Great Concern of Human Life, $vo,
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