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The love of Gop to us, and our love to him,
will promote humility ; and that precious grace
will make us fteady and faithful to Gop---1t will
make us patient under pains and miferies. Love
to Gop, as good, elevates us above the whole
world---it will cure us of envy, and inflame our
gratitude and ardent thankfgiving to infinite
goodnefs. Abound in praife, and finging of
pfalms and hymns every day of 'your life.

Imitate Gop’s goodnefs every hour. Copy
the loVely example of the Lord Jefus Chrift, who
went about doing good every moment of his life,
A&s x%. 38.---Under the head of goodnefs we
place mercy and patience.

1. The mercy of Gob.

Mercy is the tender propenfity of the divine
will to fuccour fouls in diftrefs and mifery.
Mercy pities and fuccours in temparal calami-
ties; and it 1s exceedingly compaflionate to poor
finners in diftrefs of foul, and ready to die with-
out pardon, Mercy lays afide all thoughts of
puntfhing the finner, and treats him with the
fofteft bowels of compallion, and receives him
into the bofom and friendthip of Gopo. The
Lorp being merciful to him, Gen. xix. 16. The
Lorp Gop merciful and gracious, Exod. xxxiv. 6.
The Lorp is of great mercy, Numb. xiv, 18.
Thy Gob is a merciful Gop, Deut. iv. 31. His
mercy endures for ever: repeated twenty - fix

Hhh 2 times
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times in Pf, cxxxvi. Our Gobp is merciful, Pf,
cxvi. 5. A Gop ready to pardon; or, in the
original, a Gop of pardons, Neh.ix. 17. He
will abundantly pardon, (Heb.) he will mul-
tiply pardons, Ifai. lv. 7. Full of compaffion,
Pf. Ixxviil. 38. Of great mercy, Pf. cxlv. 8.
Mercy fhall be built up for ever, Pf. Ixxxix. 2.
As a father pitieth his children, fo the Lord
pitieth them that fear him, Pf ciii. 13. He
will not always chide, ver. 9. He will not con-
tend for ever, Ifal. lvii. 16. He will not caft
off for ever, Lam. ii1. 31. He retaineth not his
anger for ever, becaufe he delighteft in mercy,
Micah vii. 18. It is of the Lord’s mercies we
are not confumed, Lam. 1. 22.

Use of the mercy of Gob.---This fhould
teach us to put on bowels of mercies towards
our brethren ; and we thould fing of the mercy
of Gonp for ever.---Read Dr. Owen on the Riches
of Mercy, in his Expof. of the 1joth Pfalm;
and Mr. John Mafon, on a Merciful Temper.

2. The paTiENcE of Gonb.

Patience is a moderation of anger: ’tis a re-
ftraint of anger, and deferring the effects of his
hatred and wrath according to his fovereign will.
It is an extenfion of mercy for a feafon: for the
mercy of Gop is always in his patience, and
mixcd with every exercife of patience. The
patience of Gop 1s only exercifed for a time,

until
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untll fome certain end of Gob is an{wered: and
in which end patience iflues, and 1s finithed for
ever; either in the condemnation of the wicked,
when. they have fitted themfelves for ruin; or in
the falvation of true chriftians, when they are
prepared for it.  For patience is exercifed
towards good and bad men, until mercy or
juftice, falvation or condemnation, take place;
and then patience is for ever at an end.---Gop
exprefles his patience towards men in the days of
Noah. For that he is flefh, yet his days fhall be
an hundred and twenty years, Gen. vi. 3.---His
patience was exercifed towards the finners in
Canaan. The iniquity of the Amorite is not yet
full, Gen, xv. 16. The Lorp Gob, long {uffer-
ing, Exod. xxxiv. 6. A Gop, f{low to anger,
Neh. ix. 17. A Gop, long fuffering, plenteous
in mercy, Pf. lxxxvi. 15. Jehovah is flow to
anger, ciil. 8. The Lorp your Gop is flow to
anger, Joel ii. 13. 1 knew thou art a gracious
Gob, flow to anger, Jonah iv. 3. Riches of for-
bearance and long-fuffering, Rom. 1i. 4. The
Lord is not flack, but is long-fuffering, 2 Pet.
iii. 9. The long-fuffering of our Lord is falva-
tion, 2 Pet. u1. 15.

XV. The norivess of Gob.

The nouiness of Gop confifts in his impartial
and invariable diflike of all moral impurity, or
finfu} diforder; with a complacency in the righte-

oufnefs
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oufnefs and goodnefs of his own nhature, and in

every rational nature that has any refemblance to
himfelf.

The noriness of Gop is the moft fhining
purity of the divine perfetions; according to
which, and with the moft perfeét reafon, he
always wills and operates in the natural and
moral worlds of heaven, earth, and hell, towards
men, devils, and angels.

Gob has a confcioufnefs of the infinite dignity
and beauty of his own nature and perfections ;
and this fen{e of his own worthy charater fills
him with the utmoft zeal for his own glory.

Hoviness is the very laft artribute in Gop to
which a converted {inner 1s reconciled. No car-
nal and unregenerate man loves Gop, as an holy
Gop. His enmity is deep and ftrong: nothing
but invincible grace can fubdue and deftroy it.

Houvingss is the life and beauty of Gop. No
perfection is fo much celebrated by the holy
angels as holinefs. Thus the feraphim, 1. e, the
zealous angels and gofpel preachers, repeat this
glorious attribute, Holy, holy, holy is the Lord
of hofts, Ifai. vi. 3. Thus the living creatures,
i. e. chriftian preachers, in all ages, found forth
this moft beautiful perfection of Gob. Holy,
holy, holy Loro Gop almighty, which was, and
is, and art to come, Rev. iv, 8. Gop himfelf

manifefts
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manifefts a fingular love to this attribute: he
fingles it out to {wear by above all others. Once
have 1 fworn by my holinefs, P{. lxxxix. 35.
Holinefs is himfelf. I fwear by myfelf, Jer.
xxii. §.  Holinefs is his foul. The Lorp Gob
hath fworn by his holinefs, Amosiv. 2. The
Lorp Gop hath {worn by himfelf, (Heb.) his
{foul, Amos vi. 8. Pride is an abomination to
his foul, i. e. his holinefs, Prov. vi. 16. My
{oul loatheth them, 1. e. my holinefs, Zech. xi1. 8.
He fware by himfelf, Heb. vi. 18.---What an
infinite evil muft all fin be, {eeing it is an
abomination to the foul, i. e. the holinefls of

Goo'!

HovinEss appears in creation, efpecially in the
creation of the foul of man. He was made with
a purity of nature, inclinations, paffions, and
tafte : his whole foul refembled the fhining pu-
rity and beauty of Gop. Man was like his Gop,
glorious in holinefs: purity fhone forth in his
underftanding, will, affetions, and aions: in
his whole deportment he was a beautiful repre-
fentation of the holinefs of Gop,

Man, when he was juft come new into exif-
tence, out of the hands of his holy maker, had
a foul fhining with rays of divine light, and
adorned with the brighteft wifdom and holinefs :
had the eyes of his underftanding fixed on the
perfections of his Gop; from the confideration

of
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of which excellent perfetions he gathered, by
the eaficft reafoning, what was beautiful and juft,
whatever was worthy of Gop and himfelf.

He had likewife the pureft holinefs of will,
repofing in Gop as the fupreme TRUTH; revering
him as the moft dread MajesTy ; loving him as
the fole, the fupreme coop; and purely for the
fake of Gob, holding dear whatever his mind
divinely inftruéted, pointed out, as grateful to
Gop, and expreflive of his perfections.

In fine, whatever contributed to a more in-
timate union with him---whatever tended to in-
creafe that fweet communion with Gop, which
was now allowed him, he ardently purfued; pant-
ing after farther converfe, and raifing himfelf to
this devotion, by the creatures, as fo many
{cales or {teps to Gop. And fhewing forth the
praifes of his moft unfpotted holinefs, as the
pattern of his foul, to which he was, with the
greateft care and exatitude, to conform in his
temper and actions.

Hovingss appears in providence, in prefer-
vation and government, 1n the punifhment of
the wicked in this life, and the rewards beftowed
on the righteous.-—-This will be treated of at
large in our Contemplations on Providence, in
the third volume.

The novivzss of Gop appears brighteft in RE-

pEMpTiON, Here Goo difplays his holinefs in a
more
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more vivid light than in heaven or hell, for four
thoufand years before the incarnation of Chrift.
Here Gop’s hatred of fin fhines with brighter
terrors than in the regions of eternal punifhment.
Here his holinefs appears to be valued above all
the world of angels and the whole univerfe. And,
farther ftill, his holinefs appears for a time to be
valued above the glorious Lord Jefus Chrift him-
felf! What an appearance full of wonder and
terror 18 here !---And if ir is poffible yet to en-
large the thought, I would add, that holinefs
appears for a time to be valued above all the
other attributes of Gon.

"The holinefs of Gob, fhining out in our par-
don, juftification, adoption, regeneration, viral
union with Chrift, fan&ification, final perfe-~
verance and glorification, will be diftin&ly con-
fidered in the following parts of this work,

Uses of the. noriness of Gop.

1. How dreadful is the crime, and yet how
frequent is the aguse and conTeMPT of the Ho-
Liness of Gop!---by bafe and unworthy ideas,
and vile mifreprefentations of Gop---by charging
our fin upon Gop’s decrees and providence---by
drawing arguments from the word of Gop for the
commiffion of fin---and by extenuating the evil of
fin when it is committed---by praying for aid and
afliftance when we have a bad end and defign in

view

Vor. 1r. 111
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view---fcoffing at holinefs in good men, and
treating them with fcorn and contempt on ac-
count of their religion and ferioufnefs. 'The
holinefs of Gop is abufed and contemned by all
irreverent and unprepared addreffes to him. To
rufh inte his prefence without thought or fear,
is an affront as great as it would have been for
the high prieft to have fwept the dung of the
facrifices into the Holy of Holies, and thrown
it upon the golden mercy feat between the
cherubims. All depending oa our own righte-
oufnefs for juftification is an infult on the holinefs
of Gop: and when we charge and cenfure the
divine law as too ftri& and rigid, we then con-
temn and difdain the holinefs of Gop.

2. See how great is our fall from Gop. Man
has totally loft the moral image of Gopn. Wif-
dom and holinefs have totally forfaken our
nature. All true goodnefs, juftice, and truth,
are fled from the foul of man. We are as really
deftitute of the holinefs of Gop, as the devils are.
There is only this difference in our ftate: we
are in a land of hope ; they are eternally excluded
from all expectation of mercy. All fin is oppofite
to the life and beauty of Gop. He can live no
longer than his hatred of fin lives. Sin cannot
efcape due punifhinent, becaufe Gop will never
deny, or conceal, or defpife his own holinefs;

which he muft do if fin remains unpunifhed: for
not
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not to hate, and not to punifh, are the fame
thing. Hence fee the abfolute necefiity of a full
and perfe&t satisraction for fin by the death of
Chrift. And hence you muft be convinced, that
a finner never can be juftified by his ewn virtue
and good works before an hely Gob.---By the
works of the law no man living can be juftified,
Gal. 11, 16. |

3. Here you fee the neceffity of the true and
proper Godhead of Chrift! He is ftiled the
Holy One of Irael, and the Gop of the whole
earth, in the fame verfe, Ifal liv. 5. He is the
holy, holy, holy Lorp Gob of hofts, Ifai. vi. 3.
compared with John xii. 41; where that paffage
is applied direétly to Chrift.

4. Here you fee that the chriftian religion is
of divine origin and extration. The Bible 1s an
holy, holy, hely book. Its difcoveries are all
holy; the laws are holy; the threatenings are
holy; the promifes are holy; the doltrines are
all holy ; ele¢tion is ro holinefs ; redemption pro-
cures holinefs; regeneration 1s in order to holi-
nefs ; adoption promotes holinefs; fan&ification
is the effence of holinefs; perfeverance preferves
and fecures an eternal honour and vilory for ho-
linefs; holinefs lives, and breathes, and fparkles
in every part of divine revelation. Thofe infidels
and fceptics, who reprefent the Scriptures as the

invention of men, are the moft contemptible
Iiia fools



[ 436 1

fools in the world. All wicked men hate the
Bible, and abufe it; which they never would do,
if it was the invention of bad men, and favoured
luft and profanenefs! Whenever vou hear this
witlefs fneer, that the Bible is the invention of
artful men, treat it with that fcorn and difdain
which it eternally deferves.

5. As Gop is infinitely holy. Here you fee,
that he is the only being who 1s fully fit for the
government of the whole creation. He cannot
do wrong : he will do right in every thing. He
will make every thing beautiful in his own time
and manner, Ecc. 11i. 11. He will do all things
well, and appear at laft, like himfelf, as a holy
Gop.

6. ComrorT to all holy perfons in the world.
---O! ye true chriftians, this ateribute of holi-
nels 1s yours for ever: ’tis all your own to eter-
nity. It 1s fully included in thofe bleffed words :
I will be to you a Gop, Heb. viii. 10.---This
Iovely perfection reanders him fit for our utmott
confidence; for he never can fail or deceive us;
his holinefs 1s pledged to fupport us: he fwears
by this attribute, and he never will break his
oath. Gobp certainly values every holy foul
above the whole world : he loves holinefs; it is
the delight of his foul; he will preferve it ;5 he
will increafe it; he will finifh it. He loves the
work, and fwears by his life and exiftence, that

he
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he will perfect the work in every holy foul, and
bring it to honour in heaven.

7. Study to attain and preferve clear ideas, and
a ftrong fenfe of the morLiness of Gop on your
mind and heart, This will be exceedingly ufe-
ful to us through life: it will promote genuine
conviltions of the impurity and deformity of our
nature: 1t will make us humble in our greateft
attainments in grace and holinefs. We fhall fee
that we are lefs than nothing, and vanity, when
compared with the bright and burning holinefs
of Gop. It will increafe our veneration for fuch
a fublime and adorable charatter.---A fenfe of
the holinefs of Gop will arm us againft all forts
of temptations: it will enflame us with a paf-
fionate defire to refemble the holinefs of Gob,
and to advance as faft as poﬁible 1nto a nearer
conformity to his beauty of character,

8. Glonfy the noLiness of Gop to the utter-
moft of vour zeal and power. Make it the
ground of your love to him, and delight in him,
Obferve his holinefs with pleafure---truft his ho-
linefs to a full length---imitate his holinefs with
delight and eagernefs---beg of Gop to refine,
purify, and beautify your foul---labour to be
greatly conformed to the holinefs of Gop in his
law, which 1s the written ftandard of beauty ;
and in his soN, whofe temper was a living law,
and the eternal ftandard of perfeltion.

9. MoTIvEs
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9. MoTives and prrsuasives to holinefs.---
Gop commands us to imitate his holinefs. Be
ye holy, as I am holy. This is the nobleft way
to glorify Gop; and this is the fupreme excel-
lence and beauty of a creature, to be conformed
to Gop. It is his life; it is our life; it fits us
for Gop’s prefence in both worlds. And we can
have no evidence of Gobp’s love without holinefs :
we can have no proof of our juftification and
adoption without it. Nor is there any comfort
for a foul in life or death, for one moment, ex-
gept we are made holy by the fpirit of Gop.

10. Mzans to promote HOLINESs.---Contem-
plate the holinefs of Gop every day. Often
plunge your foul into pleafing thoughts of it.
Exert alts of love to Gop for his holinefs.
Make Gop your end in every action of life: and
in every main action, review the holinefs of it,
in order to excite your thame and grief, or your
gratitude and joy. If you have but weak holi-
nefs, Gop will cherifh it. Labour to grow in
holinefs ¢ behave in a holy manner in all your
condu&. Seek holinefs of Gob: love him moft
ardently for his holinefs, and beg him to infpire
your heart every moment with the higheft delight
in holinefs, as the beauty and life of your foul.
-~-As Gop is glorious in holinefs, let it be the
obie& of our higheft admiration and unbounded
defire to be like Gon: and to have this as the

utmoft
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utmoft dignity of our chriftian character, that we
are glorious, eternally glorious in holinefs!

Read the great Caarwock’s moft aftonithing
difcourfe on Holinefs. To him I am more in-
debted, under Gop, than to all the authers in
the world. To this add AsprNETHY, on the
Holinefs of Gop, vol. 2. 8vo. and Dr. Girt,
on Divine Holinefs. Body of Divinity, vol. 1.

XVIL Thé justice of Gob.

The juftice* of Gob is the ardent inclination
of his will to prefcribe equal laws, as the fu-
preme governor; and to difpenfe equal rewards
and punithments, as the fupreme judge.

We may ftate the idea of divine jusTice in
other words, thus: it is Gop’s immutable re-
gard to the rights of the divine nature, and the
divine perfons; and likewife to the rights of his
people in heaven and earth, with a determined
refolution to preferve thofe rights inviolate to
eternity. |

Rerason and reviraTion furnith a thoufand
firiking and beautiful demonftrations of the
juftice of Gob.---That he is juft, and cannot be
otherwife, appears from the infinite happinefs of

his

* Dr. Witfius gives a clear and judicieus definition of divine juftice,---
Juftitia De1 fignificat reditudinem illam, qua Dzus, fecundum legem
fuam, infli&is doloribus dignis, manifeftat meritum peccati, et odium
peccati, et quod fe non deceat communionem habere cum peccatore,
difimulata viQlatigne gloria fug, Qecon. lib. ii, cap. viil, § xi.
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his nature. He is felf-exiftent, and felf-fufficient:
he has the higheft fatisfaction and joy in his own
being: he wants nothing : he has nothing to fear,
and nothing to hope for: he cannot be awed by
a fuperior power to do wrong: and fuch is the
retitude of his nature and will, that he has an
ardent inclination to do right. The invariable
rule and meafure of his own operations in heaven,
earth, and hell, thew him to be juft. He never
varies from juftice in any inftance of his conduét.
The rational, juft, and equal laws he has given
to mankind, and which were originally written
on the human heart, fhew clearly the juftice of
Gop. And his adjufting the method and manner
of duty, fo as to make it the moft agreeable,
eafy, and pleafant, fhew his juftice in a moft
amiable light. He has kindly adapted our
duty to our nobleft end and higheft happinefs,
which renders a ftate of obedience the moft lovely
thing in the world to every man that knows his
true intereft. He urges us to remember Gop our
creator in the days of our youth; which is the
very beft method to prevent abundance of fin,
and to make religion eafy and pleafant to the
foul. He exhorts us to refift the firt motions
of fin, or impure and unlawful defires. Love
to Gop, above all things, is enforced upon us
as the nobleft {pring of duty and pleafure. All
thefe fhew the charming szauTy and lovelinefs

of
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of the juftice of Gop.---And a farther evidence
- of his juftice appears in the invariable connexion
he has eftablifhed between good altions and re-
wards, and bad a&ions and punifbments, amongft
all mankind through the whole world: fo that
virtue ever will produce pleafure, and vice will
always iffue in pain and mifery.

O! how amiable and how awful does the juftice
of Gop appear in this wife and equitable conftitu-
tion of things through all ages and nations! How
ought we to admire and love this thought, that
Gop’s juftice, his laws, his rewards, and his
punithments are always the fame, every where
the fame, and will be the fame to the end of
time, and to all eternity! Let wilful and refo-
lute finners remember this, and tremble at the
thought, that Gop’s juftice is fo ftrit and in-
flexible, that he muft either punifh their fins, or
deftroy his own glory, unlefs they flee to Chrift
for life and falvation.---The keen fenfe of the
wifeft and beft of men in all ages, their honeft
confent, and free and full acknowledgment of
the juftice of Gob’s nature and condudt, is a
powerful and convincing evidence of this great
and glorious truth. And above zall other men,
the man Chrift Jefus, who had a keener and
ftronger underftanding than all men and angels,
gives a mighty demonftration of the juftice of
Gop. Chrift never difputed. the equity of the

VYo, 11, Kkk | divine
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divine condu&, but approved of it at all times,
and in all conditions, with his whole heart!---
Tet Chrift’s affent and approbation of divine
juftice filence and fupprefs all our murmurs and
cenfures of the conduét of Gop.---The happy
iffue of all Gop’s darkeft difpenfations is a molt
glorious, ftriking, and lovely evidence of the
juftice and goodnefs of his heart. The very
darkeft providences, and the moft dreadful dif-
trefles of the people of Gop, have always iffued
well in the final upfhot of things. The moft
critical times of trial with individual chriftians,
or the church of Gop, in general, have always
had an happy confequence to difplay the perfec-
tions and grace of Chrift, and the advancement
of his people in holinefs and joy.---This point 1s
beautifully evinced by the judicious Mr. Haly-
burton, in his Sermon on Jehovah Jireh; by Mr.
Fleming, on the Fulfilling of ths Scriptures,
t2mo. and folio; and by the Rev. Mr. Jofeph
Collet, of Oxfordfhire, in his wife and excellent
Treatife on Divine Providence, 8vo. a book I
would warmly recommend to all my friends.

Another aftonifhing evidence of the juftice of
Gop confifts in his denying an admittance of his
dear people into eternal happinefs, unlefs upon
the credit of Chrift’s promife and oath, and a
payment in the blood of the Son of Gon. This
adorable procedure fhould fill us with the higheft

| veneration
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veneration and aftonithment, and fthould firike
all our cavils and murmuring dumb and dead in
the prefence of Gob.

To all the above, let us add the higheft in-
ftance in which juftice appears; and that is the
preferring the glory of the juftice of Gop above
the difplay of love to his own eternal fon. This,
for fome time, was really the ftate of things. It
appeared for a feafon as if Gop’s affettion for his
own juftice exceeded his value and efteem for his
divine fon : and Chrift himfelf appeared to have a
greater love for Gop’s juftice than he had for his
own life, blood, foul, and charatter. He was wil-
ling to look like a criminal, or guilty malefator,
that Gop might not appear as a favourer of fin,
and injure his juft character to eternity, O! how
has Chrift reftored and enlarged the loft prof-
pects of Gob’s juftice to men and angels! We
fee more clearly the glory of divine juftice in the
death of Chrift, than had ever been dilplayed in
creation, 1n heaven, earth, and hell, for four
thoufand years before: and a greater difplay
than will ever be made again in the day of judg-
ment, and the final punithment of the wicked to
eternity.

Uszes of the justice of Gob.

1. See the abominable nature of fin, and the

inevitable ruin of impenitent finners. If Gob is

juft, fin muft be punifhed; otherwife Gop mutft
Kkka2a conceal
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conceal his own chara&er and deny his own na-
ture. O! how awful a charge will juftice draw
up againft the wilful and impenitent finner, at
the clofe of life, and at the tribunal of Gob!
Sin will then appear to be an infinite evil, as it
ftrikes at an object which is an infinite coop;
and as it fixes a ftain in the foul through an in-
finite duration.

2. How preciocus ought Chrift to be to every
true believer! O! how dear ought his perfon
to be, who, as Gop-man, obeyed the law per-
fetly for us; and fatisfied the juftice of Gob, by
the price of his blood, the facrifice of his body,
and the punifhment of his foul, in our room and
ftead. Surely we ought to fet the beft affettions
on him, and defpife ten thoufand worlds when fet
in competition with him. We fhould daily covet
a more intenfe union of foul with him---rejoice
in every new difcovery of his perfetions---neglect
no means or occalions of converfling with him---
prize thofe parts of divine revelation, and thofe
books and preachers moft, which give us the
brighteft difplays of his glory.

3. Let us imitate the yustice of Gop. Let us
cherith an ardent regard to the rights of Gop,
and to the rights of mankind: and let us, with a
determined attention, preferve thofe rights {acred
and inviolate. Let us fee a beauty in juftice,
and love it for its own fake as well as for its

beneficial
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beneficial confequences. Let us be juft to men’s
perfons and properties; juft to their actions and
charafters; juft in our promifes and contralls;
juft in our friendfbips and converfation; juft in
our expetations and demands on others; juft
to the imperfeCtions of mankind; and juft, by
obferving a due moderation even in our refent-
ments.---See Dr. Watts, Dr. Evans, and Dr.
Tillotfon, on the Golden Rule, or Univerfal
Rule of Equity. |

4. Abhor all fin, as it ftrikes dire&tly at the
juftice of Gon.  To make light of fin is to make
light of your own foul, to undervalue and defpife
the blood of Chrift, and to make light of the
holinefs and juftice of Gop. Sin aims to rob
Gop of all his glory, and to deftroy your foul
for ever : therefore, none but the worft of fools
will make a mock at fin.

. Entertain no fufpicions of a juft Gob.
Settle it down as an eternal axiom, that Gop
cannot but do right. His ways and conduét are
above our reafon 1n many inftances, but he can-
not be unjuft. The judge of all the earth will
do right. Only wait Gop’s time, and you fhall
fee his juftice {hine out as bright as ten thoufand
funs, and you will confefs that he hath done all
things well. The leaft fufpicion of divine juftice
is an infinite dithonour to the pure and perfect
charatter of Gob.

XVII. The
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XVII. The taury and rarrurvivess of Gop.
The truth and faithfulnefs of Gop confifts in

the exa& agreement of his words to his inten-
tions; efpecially in refpect to all the truths he
has revealed, the laws he has prefcribed, the
promifes he hath pledged, and the threatenings
he has denounced.

Truth fignifies the real nature of things: and,
when applied to Gop, in the primary f{enfe, it
fignifies that Gob 1s a real exiftence, true in his
divine nature, real in all his perfeétions, and true
in each divine perfon, Father, Son, and Holy
Spirte: and thefle divine perfons have true, in-
rernal relations to each other in the infinite being
of Gob.

Gob is effential, pure and perfe& truth : he is
the firtt and original truth, the prime fountain
and pattern of all truth in the world.

‘This attribute of truth removes from the na-
ture of Gob every thing imperfect and finful: ir
removes all conception and imputation of any
deceit, falthood, difguifes, duplicity, and arti-
fice from the nature, mind, and condut of Gon.
Truth in Gop is eternal and immutable: he 1s
one great, uniform charaéter. And this attribute
in Gop i1s fo grand, awful, and lovely, that it is
an eternal reafon and motive to excite us to be
lovers and {earchers after truth, and to ftimulaie

all
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ail lovers of truth greatly to fpeak of him, and
celebrate and praife the Gop of truth every hour.
~---Read the great John Balguy, on the Law of
Truth, 8vo. and Dr. James Beattie, on the
Nature and Immutability of Truth, 8vo. This
book is highly valued by all learned and virtuous
men !

Gop is true in all his internal alts and works
within himfelf, and in all his thoughts and pur-
poles: he is true in all his tranfaltions with his
Son and Spirit, concerning the works of crea-
tion and providence, and in a peculiar manner
concerning the grandeft of all Gop’s works, that
of the redemption of the church by the blood of
the Lord Jeius,

SinceriTy of Gobp

Is the ardent intention of his mind to fpeak
the truth; the plain pure truth, without deceit
or falthood, with the fixed determination of his
will to exert his perfeftions, agreeable to his
promifes and threatenings in divine revelation;
together with his great attention to felf-confift-
ency of character, alting in all things in a man-
ner worthy of a Gob.

The veraciTy of Gop is the corformity of
his words to his intentions: and the raiTHFUL-
ness of Gop is the conformity of his actions to
all his words of prophecy, promifes, and threat-
enings.

We
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We have confidered the fulfilment of prophe-
cies in the former part of this volume---we have
likewife feen the faithfulnefs of Gop in his
promifes and threatenings, in a fhort view of
each. I muft not enlarge on this charming theme
now; but with joy and love I recommend the
greateft book on this fubject which I believe exifts
in the world, and that is the Faithfulnefs of Gop
in Fulfilling the Scripture, by that Evcrip
of the church of Chrift, the great and good
Robert Fleming.

Usks of the TrRuTH and rFarTHFuLNESS of Gob.

1. Truth and faithfulnefs is a powerful fup-
port and antidote againft prefumption and de-
{pair.

PresumprioN confifts in daring to promife
ourfelves the end, happinefs; without the ufe of
the means, holinefs. DespaIr is a thought that
the glory of Gob’s perfections and our falvation
are inconfiftent with each other---that, if Gob
be glorified, we muit perith---or, if we are faved
and happy, he muft lofe the glory of his attri-
butes. Now the faithfulnefs of Gob affures us,
that we are not required to be willing that we
may perith, in order to promote the divine
glory---or that Gop muft lofe his honour if we
are faved. Thefe two grand defires, that Gop
may be glotious to the utmoft, and we faved
for ever, do alt and re-a&t on each other, and

mutually
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mutually raife each other to the moft intenfe
ardour and exertion. The more we defire the
glory of Gop to the utmoft, the more we thall
delire our own {alvation; and the more we defire
our own happinefs, the more we ought to de-
fire to fee Gop infinitely and eternally glorified.
We have no reafon to defpair of fuccefs, becaufe
like caufes always produce like effeéts; and, na-
turally and morally, vital faith will produce the
moft divine fuccefs. Our beft intereft has the
nobleft fecurity, and our beft intereft muft
flourith and grow to eternity,

2. Obferve the faithfulnefs of Goo in the con-
formity of his providences to his promifes.

Divine providence is the expofitor and fulfiller
of the promifes and threatenings of Gop. This
we have at large explained in a former part of
this volume, p. 121--176.----1 muft only add
here, that it 1s a delightful and improving work,
to obferve the faithfulnefs of providence to hum-
ble enquiring fouls---to honeft and generous
chriftians---to diligent and aétive preachers of
the gofpel---to thofe chriftians who are long
exercifed with troubles and affli¢tions.  Thefe
brave and hardy believers have a rich experience
of the power, love, and faithfulnefs of Gopb,
‘enabling them to bear fevete trials with a divine
fortitude and a good grace. On the other
hand, it is dreadful to obferve how providence
Vor, 11, L1l fulfils
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fulfils the threatenings to the various claffes o
bad men in our world, O! how often Gop blafts
and confounds the proud---how terribly does he
punifh, even in this life, the loathfome drunkard
---the foul adulterer---the luxurious glutton---
the unjuft trader---the cruel opPrESSOR---the Vile
{fwearer---the mmpudent f{abbath - breaker---the
bloody perfecutor---the fly hypocrite---the nar-
row-minded {ceptic---the wanton apoftate---and
the daring {coffer 2t Goo and good men---with
the haughty infidel. O! how awful and how
frequent are the inftances of the faithfulnefs of
providence in fulfilling the threatenings, in this
life, to all kinds and degrees of {inners, Whofo
is wife, and will obferve thefe things, even they
fhall underftand the juftice, the bounty, and the
faithfulnels of Gop!

3. The fincerity and faithfulnels of Gop is a
fure ground for our unreferved confidence in his
promifes. We have all the reafon in the world
to take Gop at his word; to meet his fincere
heart with a godly fincerity of {oul, and to expedt,
with the utmoft ardour, that, with the upright,
Gop will fhew himfelf upright.---See an excellent
little book on this text, by the judicious Mr.
Richard Steele, 12mo. 1670.

£
iy

It is agreeable to Gop’s nature to thew himfelf
upright to the upright. Good and upright is the
Lord. It is agreeable to his method of condud&,

in



