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This is a moft ftimulating motive to exert and
draw forth our love to Gop: we ought to efteem
him, as infinitely worthy; defire him, as fit to
do us good; bear a good-will to him, as worthy
to receive good; and delight in him, being
pleafed to have frequent views of his moft beau-
tiful nature and perfections.

2. The cracx and BravTy of Gop.

Grace may be confidered as it is in Gop him-
felf; and as it is difplayed towards his creatures.

Grace in Gop is himfelf, He is grace itfelf,
moft amiable: hence his name is gracious. Iam
gracious, Exod. xxil. 27. This charaéter of
Gob is expreflive of the beauty of his nature.

Beauty is that quality in perfons which excites
love. Gob is the fupreme beauty to attraét our
efteem, our defire, our good-will, and delight.
He is the moft pleafing objeét to our underftand-
ings, as the fupreme TrRuTH; the moft fuitable
objelt of our will, as the fupreme coon; and
the moft lovely obje& of our affeétions, as the

{upreme BrauTy in the eye of a foul renewed by
grace. '

Grace, as difplayed by Gob in aéts of kindnels
to men, is no other than his free favour. Itis
love unmerited or undeferved, exercifing itlelf
in a free and generous muanner, which we are
quite unworthy to enjoy or receive,---Sge Dr.

Vo, 11, Ece Gill
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Gill on the Attribute of Grace, vol. 1. p. 146;
and Mr. Booth’s Reign of Grace, §vo.----We
felett a few rich expreflions concerning grace in
the facred Scriptures. The Lorp Gop gracious,
Exed. xxxiv. 6. Thou art a Gop, gracious and
merciful Gop, Neh. ix. 17, 31. The Lord 1s
gracious, Pf. cxlv. 8. No good thing will he
withold, Ixxxiv. He will wait to be gracious,
Ifai. xxx. 18. 1delight to exercife loving kindne/s
in the earth, Jer.ix. 24. He is graclous, and
of great kindnefs, Joel ii. 13. The exceeding
riches of his grace, Eph. ii. 7. Grace reigns to
eternal life, Rom. v. z1. Ye are under grace,
Rom. vi. ¥4. He gives liberally, Jam. 1. 3.
The Gop of all grace, 1 Pet. v. 10. My grace
is fufficient for thee, 2 Cor. xil. 9. By the grace
of Gop I am what I am, 1 Cor. xv. 10.---Usks
of the grace and Brauty of Gop. Hence fee the
horrid deformity and deteftable uglinefs of fin,
as it is direltly oppofite to the beauty of Goob.
Imitate the beauty and grace of Gob in your
lovely tempers and beautiful converfation---long
for that blefled world, where our fouls fhall rife
to the utmoft beauty and perfetion, in confor-
mity to that fupreme model, our Lord Jefus
Chrift.

3. The HaTrRED of Gon.

Hatred is the aver{ion of the divine will to any

objedt, and a defire to be difunited from that ob-
ject,
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je&, confidered as evil, and fit to do injury to
the divine honour and government.

All creatures inferior to man cannot poflibly
be the objeét of the hatred of Goo. ’Tis 1m-
poffible for Goo to hate any of the produttions
of his power, if they are not defiled and deformed
by moral evil. No creatures below man are in
the leaft degree tinltured with moral evil. Ewvil
men and evil angels, confidered meerly as crea-
tures, are not the objets of Gopn’s averfion or
hatred : ’tis only as creatures cloathed with fin-
ful qualities that they become the objelts of the
katred of Gob.

The hatred of Gob, revealed in the Scriptures,
includes two 1deas.

1. It is an a& of the divine will, determining
not to raife to honour and glory, by the peculiar
bleflings of fpecial grace and glory, fome of his
rational creatures. This Gop may do without
any injuftice or real difhonour to his moral per-
feCtions, fince he is under no obligation to con-
fer fpecial favours or tranfcendent benefits on his
creatures, but may beftow them on whom he
pleafes.

2. The other a& of the divine will confilts in
his determination to exercife juftice and infliét
punifhmcnt; and this 1s for fin, and for no other
caufe but fin, Sin is the caufe of the punifh-

ment
Fee 2
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ment infli¢ed; which pain 1s never willed with-
out the confideration of fin.

Our hatred ought to be regulated and animated
by the hatred of Gop. We ought to hate nothing
but fin: and here our hatred cannot be too in-
tenfe, Our hatred of fin ought to be infinite,
that is, without bounds and without end.

4. The ancer of Gono.

The anger of Gop confifts in his being dif-
pleafed with fin, and with finners on the account
of fin. There is a difference between anger and
hatred: Gop may be angry with his children,
but not hate them. There is a difference be-
tween perfons and altions: Gop may be angry
at our altions, and hate them, but not our per-
fons. There is a difference between defert and
fatt: his people deferve his hatred and wrath,
but are not the objets of it in fact. There 15 a
difference between what is real and what is ima-
ginary: they may imagine themfelves to be hated
by him, when they are not., And there is a dif-
ference between hatred and a non-difcovery of
love: Chrift may not manifeft his love, and yet
not hate his people---Dr. Gill on Eph. v. 2g.
We ought to tremble to commit any fin, as {in
ts the only thing in the world that is the object
of Gop’s anger.

5. The
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¢. The zear of Gonp.

Zeal in Gop is a mixture of love and anger;
of the moft intenfe love to himfelf, and of anger
againft cvery thing that is oppofite to himfelf,
and injurious to his glorious charatter. Itis im-
poffible that Gop fhould not love, in the ten-
dereft manner, himfelf, and his majefty, holi-
nefs, and glory: therefore he cannot but refent
an injury done to what he intenfely loves. He
calls himfelf a jealous Gobo, and declares that
his name 1s jealous, Exod. xxxiv. 14. The Lord,
whofe name is jealous, is a jealous Gop. The
original word which we tranflate jealous, denotes
refentment for the deareft thing: hence jealoufy
and great fury are joined together in Zech. viii. 2.
] was jealous with great fury. But above all
things Gop is zealous for his name, thatis, his
pure nature and attributes: that his glorious
name be made known to men as it is, without
concealing or denying his charalter. It 1s im-
poflible that Gon fhould deny himfelf, that is,
conceal his own perfections, or do any thing to
make himfelf appear to be what he is not; or
that he is not poflefltd of properties and per-
feCtions truly divine. He therefore never will
fuffer man to conceal or flight his majefty with-
out juft and dreadful punifhment.---See the great
John Reynolds, on the Nature of Zeal, ra2mo.
1716; Dr. Evans on Zeal, in his Chriftian

Temper;
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Temper; and Dr. Gill on Zeal, jn his Body of
Divinity, vol. 3. p. 198.

6. The wratH of Gob.

Wrath is the higheft degree of hatred and
anger at {in. It is no other than Gop’s ardent
defire to punith fin, according to its defert, with
pain, and fhame, and death.®

The wrath of Gop includes three ideas---his
invariable will to punith---his moft dreadful
words---and terrible actions. He has a fixed
hatred againft all fin wherever he fees it: and
as he is fo great a lover of holinefs, if he could
fee an act of holinefs in a devil he would love
it---fo he is fo great a hater of fin, that if he
could fee an act of fin in an angel or a faint in
glory he would intenfely hate it. His wrath is
declared in moft dreadful threatenings, or ter-
rible words, that he will punith fin; and to
complete the idea of Wrath; it implies likewife
the altual execution of his threatenings, pro-
ducing moft awful effets on the fouls, and
bodies, and focieties, and kingdoms of men.---
The book of Goo abounds with the moft ter-
rible declarations and dreadful ations of Gob
againft sin. 'We muft only felet a few---The
fierce anger of the Lord, Numb. xxv. 4. The

fiercenefs

* TPhe great Dr. Witfius has given us the cleareft definition of the
wrath of Gop:---* Ir3 Dz1 eft, ilja divinz mentis promta inclinatio ad
id faciendum quod odium peccati, etjuftitia adverfus peccatorem, et fu-
Fremi judicis ratio exigit.  Oecon, lib, 1. cap, v. § xxxi,
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fiercenefs of his anger, Deut. xiii. 17. The
heat of this great anger, Deut. xxix. 24. The
indignation of his anger, with the flame of a de-
vouring fire, Ifai. xxx. 27--30. Who can dwell
with devouring fire and everlafting burnings?
Ifai. xxxiii. 14. Gob is jealous; the Lorp re-
vengeth and 1s furious, who can ftand againft
the fiercenefs of his anger? his fury is poured
out like fire; the rocks are thrown down by him,
Nahum 1. 2--6,

There are felet places in the Bible, wherein
the wrath of Gop is declared in the moft ftriking
#and alarming manner. In Deut. xxviii. we have
eighteen curfes---in Ifai. xxx. 27. we havé ten
terrible words---in Hai. xx1v. we have a prophecy
of the deftruftion of the whole world---in Ifai.
xxxiv. 2--10, we have fifteen terrors of Gop---
in Nahum i. we have near twenty awful and
tremendous words, expreflive of the wrath of
Gop---and in Rev. xiv. 10. we have the moft
terrible threatening in all the book of Gop. If
to all thefe expreflions, we add the awful a&tions
of Gop, we fhall then have the moft clear
and comprehenfive idea of DiIvINE wRraTH.
Such aftions are thefe---expelling the finning
angels from heaven---driving our firt parents
out of Paradife---drowning the whole world---
burning four cities with fire and brimftone---
drowning Pharach and all his hoit in the Red

Sea
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Sea---deftroying the nations of the Canaanites---
burning the city and temple of Jerufalem---
bringing deftruétion on Nineveh and Babylon---
and above all thefe, the dreadful ruin of the Jews
by Titus Vefpafian; the terrible effe@s of which
have lafted for 1700 years, to this very day.
But above and beyond every thing elfe, we have
the moft tremendous ation of Gop, in punifh-
ing his own fon with fhame and a curfed death.
Here we have the deepeft depths of Gob’s
hatred and wrath opened up and poured out,
without the leaft mixture of mercy, on the
head, and heart, and foul of the faviour of his
people.
REFLECTTION.

We have, in this Contemplation, furveyed
the will of Gob in its nature, objeéts, and pro-
perties: and this is a fubjet in divinity, con-
cerning which I fear moft chriftians have very
imperfect and confufed ideas; efpecially if I may
be allowed to judge of others from my own ex-
perience for above thirty-eight years paft.---It is
a matter of vaft ufe and importance to have as
clear and juft apprehenfions of the nature and
objetts of the will of Gop as we can attain in
the prefent life. The comfort of our fouls, and
the freedom and fteadfaftnefs of our obedience,
very much depend upon it. Therefore, let us
fpare no labour and attention to gain a proper

conception
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conception of this glorious f{ubjeét.---The po-
miniox of Gop is.a moft fublime, glorious, and
ufeful truth: 1t hath the highelt tendency te
dignify the underftanding and humble the heart.
If we ftudy it with continual attention to Chrift,
our great mediator, it will be of unutterable ufe
and comfort to our fouls. This I can atteft
from long experience.---The pioniTy and prE-
roGATIVES of Gob have the happieft fitnefs to en-
large the capacity of the mind, and in{pire the
foul with the greateft dignity and humble obedi-
ence both at once.---The taste of Gop, or his
pleafure in the BEauTY of holinefs, has the
higheft tendency to produce in us a fimilarity of
tafte and {entiments, correfponding to the fub-
Iime tafte and fentiments. of Gop. And what
can be more glorious for all true chrifhans, than to
have their minds formed to the model of infinite
perfection, both in their pleafure in moral beauty
and divine purity, and likewile in a quick and
keen difguft and loathing of every temper and
aftion that is deformed, ugly, and abominable.
To hate fin with the moft intenfe and uabounded
oppofition, and to love holinefs with the moft
ardent affeCtion, 1s the higheft glory of every
srue chriftian in the world.---The arrections of
Gob exhibit a moft precious and ufeful objelt of
our beft attention and affeétion.---His Love has
the nappleft fitnefs to draw forth our love to

him.
Vior, 1, Fff
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him.---His BeauTy and GrRACE have the fweeteft
attrattions on our whole heart.---His HATRED
has the fame objets with ours: and his ANGER
fhould teach us to be angry with nothing but
fin.---His zeaL fhould awaken our zeal to the
utmoft exertions, under the condué&t of pru-
dence, and regulated by the beauty of holi-
nefs.-—-His wratu or his will to punifh, his
dreadful threatenings, and the moft awful execu-
tions of them on the wicked in this life, and in
hell, fhould excite our utmoft gratitude to our
dear redeemer, who has delivered us from the
fiercenefs of the wrath to come, 1 Thefll 1. 10.
'The confideration of this awful affetion 1n
Gop thould likewife excite us to conceive of
fin with the utmoft horror, and to avoid every
thought, word, and altion, which may give us
the leaft reafon to dread his holy difpleafure.---
Let us fearch the Scriptures for all the difplays
of Gou’s love apd harred, his grace and ven-
geance; becauie revelation abounds with thefe
difcoveries on purpofe to keep up a juft balance
in our affetions and conduét through life.

Let me clofe thefe refletions with intreating
my dear readers to ufe their utmoft efforts in
meditation and prayer, to attain large and dif-
tinét conceptions of the whole charalter of the
great Gop. Indeed, iy friends, the pleafures

and advantages are great beyond expreffion: to
have
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have our underftandings enlarged and dignified
---to have our reafon vaftly improved by views
of the fupreme TRUTH---to have our wills deter-
mined and fixed on the fupreme coop---to feel
our affecticns refined and raifed to the fupreme
BEAUTY---to have our confciences pacified with a
fenfe of his pardoning mercy, and our whole fouls
conformed to his moral image! O! believers,
chriftians, and brethren, what a dignity! -what
a felicity ! what a joy is this! Let us review
the two former meditations on the charaéter of
the deity ; and let us proceed to the two follow-
ing contemplations: let us compare all with the
fcriptures : let us again and again review the
whole, and at the fame time ardently pray for
the light and affiftance of the bleffed Spirie: let
us frequently intreat the Lord Jefus, as the
great prophet of the church, to take us under
his wife and holy tuitien: let us fit at his feet in
the humble temper of learners, and we need
not fear but he will reveal the divine father and
himfelf to our fouls! And what advantages
have we for learning every thing great and good,
every thing wonderful and beautiful, from fo di-
vine a tutor, in whom dwelleth all the fulnefs of
the Godhead {ubftantially, and in whom are hid
all the treafures of wifdom and knowledge,

Colof. 1. 3---9,
Sele

Fff{fz2
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Seleét BOOKS on the above supjzer.

T have already mentioned the great Charnock, the excellent Elitha
Coles, and Dr. Gill, on the Dominion and Affe@ions of Gop, I mention
this laft, to his great honour, that he is the only fyftematic writer in our
Ianguage who has treated wifely on the divine affetions. I rejoice to
follow his example; and, with gratitude, I own my great obligations to
that excellent divine, '

I am forry to {ay it, but it is true, we have very few boeks and fermons
on the Dignity, Tafte, and Affe@ions of Gop. Amidit a thoufand
volumes of divinity, thefe firiking, lovely, and awful difcoveries of Gon
are forgetten: and the confequence is, that Gep the fupreme truth, the
fupreme beauty and good, is very partially and imperfe@ly known, and
the pleafures of contemplation and devotion greatly interrupted and
diminifthed.

The excellent Mr. Addifon wifely obferves, that the fnaf caufe of our
paffion for what is GREAT, is to give us a relifb for the great and un-
limited perfections of Gop---that the final caufe of our paffion for what.
is NEw, is to excite us to fearch with ardour into new wonders in the
nature of Gop---and that the final caufe of our paffion for what is
BEAUTIFUL, is to excite us to love Gop, who is the perfe@ion of
beauty.

The geeat Dr. Samuel Annefley, in his Sermon on Love to Gopj; in
the Morning Exercifes; and Dr. Watts, in his Difcourfes on Love to
Gop ; with Mrs, Rowe’s Devout Exercifes ef the Heart; and the elegant
Witfius’s Devotional Improvements, in the various chapters of his Occo-
nomy of the Covenants,---contain the moft rational, wife, and noble
thoughte and affe&ions I ever read ; and I cannot with my readers greatey

happinefs in this life, than to tafle, with the highef relith, thofe excel-
lent writings.

A CO N-
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A CONTEMPLATION

ON THE
REAUTIFUL QUALITIES, &c.

G O D

Wispoum is a ftrength of MinD to confider all
tHINGs under the NotioN of MEaNs and ENDs.
---Goobunzss is the kind incLivarion of Gop
to make us happy.---MErcy is his compas-
stoN for the MIsERABLE.---PaTiENCE Is the de-
ferring his aNGER.---Hovriness confifts in his
invariable pisLike of all moral iMpuriTY ; and
in the fhining puriTy of the divine PERFEC-
TIONS.---JusTICE 1§ an ardent and immutable
REGARD to the riguTs of the DIVINE NATURE.
-—-FarraruLness is the exatt conForMITY Of
his actioxs to his worbs, and to the upright
INTENTIONS of his HEART.

XIlI. The wispom of Gop.
HE wifdom of Gop confifts in his confider-
ing the relations of things one to another,
under the notion of means and end; and of their
fitnefs or unfitnefs for the various purpofes for
which they were defigned, i, ¢, to difplay the

glorious charater of Gov.
Wifdom
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Wifdom is the ftrength of Gop’s underftand-
ing, or that power of his mind to judge of the
nature, dignity, and importance of thofe ends
and a&ions which are worthy of Gob.

Divire wifdom propofes the nobleft end of
every action of the deity. It adapts the beft
means to attain that end---1t obferves the fitteft
circumftances of time and manner of a&ing---
and it forefees all confequences that can polflibly
happen, and provides againft every difappoint-
ment; fo that Gop fhall have no need o repent,
or to wifh he had propofed other ends, or pur-
fued other meafures in any part of his condu&t
or tranfactions.

Wifdom appears in creation; in the variety,
beauty, fitnefs, connexion, and ufe of all the
parts of the vifible world. This will be dif-
played at large in the third volume of thefe Con-
templations.---Wifdom appears in the general
and {pecial providence of Gop, This will be
treated on in the fame volume.

Wifdom appears with the utmoft beauty in
redemption. Iere you fee the oppofite demands
of juftice and mercy anfwered and fausfied---two
natures united in one perfon to anfwer the moit
aftonifhing purpofes of Gop---the honour of the
law aflerted and vindicated in 1ts precepts and
penalties---the mofit intenfe hatred of Gop aganit
fin, and his moft fervent love of the finner, fhewn

af
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at the {ame moment, and in the fame a&t. Here
we have the {ureft ground of hope and comfort,
and the moft pungent motives to obedience. The
wifdom of Gop appears in the way of our poffefs-
ing this {alvation; not by fpeculative knowledge;
not by imaginary good works; but by means of
vital faith. This way humbles the finner, exalts
the faviour, and promotes holinefs.---The man-
ner of publifhing this falvation, and the rich
and fit means of reaching the fouls of men with
the fweeteft attraétions of the heart to Chrift, al)
difplay the manifold and lovely wifdom of Gob.
So that we are forced to fay, Gop has abounded
towards us in all wifdom and prudence. And,
O! the depth of the riches of the wifdom and
knowledge of Gop!

Uses of the wispom of Gon.

1. See a glorious evidence of the true and
proper divinity of the Lord Jefus Chrift. He is
ftiled the only wife Gop our Saviour, Jude ver. 25,
In him are hid all the treafures of wifdom and
knowledge, Colof. ii. 3. In him dwelleth all the
fulnefs of wifdom, and all the fulrefs of the God-
head fubftantially, Colof. 1. 9. Therefore he
muft be the true Gop and eternal life, 1 John
V. 20.

2. The wildom of Goo renders him fit to
govern the univerfe in all 1ts vaft, and in all its

minute
Vor. 11, Ggg
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minute affairs. And here we fee a ground of
Gop’s patienice. He bears with the infolence of
the wicked, becaufe he knows how to call them
to account at a proper time. You fee from Gop’s
wifdom, that there is no need of a change in his
thoughts and purpofes. The infinitely-wife Gop
has left nothing to an after-thought in any of his
defigns and works. The wifdom of Gop renders
him a fit obje& of confidence. He cannot be de-
ceived himfelf; he cannot deceive you; he will
guide you continually, Ifat. lviii. 31.

3. See the necefiity of a public REVIEW of all
the tempers, actions, and affairs of all mankind
at the laft day, in order to clear up the character
of the only-wife Gop, and to make wifdom iltuf-
trious before the whole world.---Revere the in-
finite wifdom of Gop, and feek his guidance and
inftruion in all perplexed and difficult affairs
which diftrefs you.

4. How aftonifhing is the contempt of Gob’s
wifdom by millions of mankind, even in the
proteftant world!  All human inventions 1n
religion are a contempt of the wifdom of
Gop---all neglect . of the appointed means of
grace, and the means to attain a good end, is 2
contempt of wifdom---all rath cenfures of the
decrees and a&ions of Gop are a contempt of
wifdom---all murmuring and fretting at the or-

ders and difpenfations of his providcncc—--all
pride
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pride and ftubbornnefs of {pirit---and ail diftruft
of his promifes, are a contempt and infult offered
to the wifdom of Gon.

5. ComrorT to all true believers arifes from
the wifdom of Gop. Here you have a fure {up-
port and direétion in all ftraits, afflictions, and
temptations. In every critical time of diftrefs,
Gop knows how to deliver you: his wifdom can
difentangle your moft perplexed afairs: and his
will, faithfulnefs, and atrention, are every way
as great as his wifdom. Here is comfort likewife
in the delay of an{wers to your prayers. Gobp
knows che ficteft moment of deliverance. Here
is comfort for the true church of Chrift in her
Joweft {tate, and under the preffures of the greateft
perfecutions, Gop will help us, ard that right
early, Pf. xlvi. g,

6. Meditate daily on the wifdom of Gan.
This is the end of Gop in the creation of the
world, to thew forth his wifdom to man. This
1s the great end of our rational faculties. Gabp
gave us underftanding, that we might meet his
underftanding in ail the parts of his creation,
from the fun in the expanfe to a grain of duft
under our feet: and that we might fee Gop in
every creature, and fce every creature to be no-~
thing without Gon. Let us admire his wifdom
every moment of our exiftence: admire him in
ereaTioN and providence: admire him in your

Ggga own
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own ftruéture of body and mind : admire him in
REDEMPTION. Alm at new views of the wifdom
of Gop every day and every hour. Seck in-
ceflantly to Gop for wifdom---he always loves
to give wifdom to thofe that fzel their need of 1t,
and earneitly defire it. Do not be proud of your
wifdom, for this will be a fure fign that you are
a fool. Submiit to Gob’s wifdom in divine reve-
lation, and adore the bright difplays of it in
every part of the book of Gop. Submit to his
wifdom in providence, in all its orders, ¢roffes,
and difpofals of your affairs. Cenfure not Gobo’s
-¢onduét by rath and unjuft fufpicions and re-
proaches. Gob has a vaft plan before him; and
every event, even the moft minute, or the moft
myfterious, is a part of that plan, and muft con-
tribute to the final iflue of the whole. Imitate
the wifdom of Gob every day---propofe the
nobleft end of your life and ations---ufe the
beft means to attain that end---obferve the fitteft
circumitances of time and place, and manner of
ating, and guard againft all bad confequences
and vexations. ‘The grand point of wifdom is to
fecure all good confequences, and to prevent re-
pentance and fevere felf-refle¢tion, which would
make us with we had taken other methods, and

ufed better means to attain our fupreme and ulti-
mate end.

The prRUDENCE or PrROVIDENCE of Gop confifls
in
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in his exac infpetion of all objeéts, and taking
care of every minute affair in the univerfe; con-
tinuing all creatures in their beings, difpofing
of their operations and effets in fuch a wife
order as may be moft fuitable to thofe ends and
purpofes for which they are defigned.---This
glorious doctrine of providence will be treated
on at large in the third volume of this work.

Read Ray, Derham, Fenelon, and Dr. Cotton
Mather, on the Wifdom of Gop in Creation.
Read Abernethy’s mafculine difcourfe on the
Wifdom of Gon, vol. 1. Read the lively and
eloquent Iremonger’s rich difcourfe on the Wif-
dom of Gop in Redemption, 8vo. And to
crown all, read the great Charnock’s fublime
and 1immortal difcourfe on the Wifdom of Gon,
in 5o pages in folio; with the corre&t and judi-
cious Dr. Gill on Wifdom.

X1V. The coopness of Gonp.

The goodnefs of Gob is the inclination of the
divine will towards his creatures, or the propen-
fity of his heart, by which he is difpofed to pro-
cure their happinefs, in oppolition to envy or
malice, which delights in witholding good from
others, or doing mifchief to them. Gop has
none of that envy or malice which delights in
witholding good, or in doing mifchief to his
creatures,

The
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The idea of goodaefs is natural and unavoid-
able to the human underftanding. It is n-
poffible to conceive of Gop at all, without con-
cziving him to be good.

Gop is a being of kind affection, who, from
an infinite principle of good-will, exerts his
aCtive powers in diffufing happinefs far and wide,
through the creation, in all fitting proportions,
according to the different kinds and capacities of
his creatures, who are the proper objetts of good-
nefs; and accordipg to the direction of his wif-
dom and prudence.

Gobn’s inclinations and ative powers terminate
in doing good, for its own fake, as their proper
objet and ultimate end, in which the divine
nature refts with full fatisfaction and pleafuore.

In fewer words, goodnefs is a propenfion to
do good with delight; that is, refting in the a&t
moft freely, without any other inducement what-
foever.

What a lovely idea of Gop is this !

The goodnefs of Gop appears in creation.---
This will be difplayed at large in the third
volume of this work; and likewife his goodnefs
:n providence.

The goodnefs of Gop fhines out with the ut-
moft {plendour in ripemeTioN. Goodnefs ap-
pears in his frit refolution to redeem---in his

21ving
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giving us the higheft gift that divine and infinite
goodnefs could poflibly beftow---a greater gift
than all worlds---a gift that includes the whole
nature, powers, eternity, and life of Goo! Good-
nefs appears in the wonderful advancement of our
nature in Chrift, after it had fo highly and hor-
ribly offended ; and in our vital union with Gop
in foul and body for ever. Goodnefs fhines in
the moft illuftrious manner in this point of light;
that Gob reftores us to a more excellent condition
than that which Adam loft, or than the angels have
now in heaven. We have a more intenfe union
with Gop, a brighter refemblance to Gop than
angels, and a more durable pofieffion and enjoy-
ment of Gop than man had in his original purity
and perfe&tion. The glorious ordinances of the
covenant of grace thew the marvellous goodnefs
of Gop: and the beautiful and lovely methods
which goodnefs purfues to perfuade and allure
finners to embrace this precious falvation, fhews.
the winning kindnefs of Gop in all the ravithing
charms of paflionate affeétion,

Uses of the coopness of Gono.
1. ApMiraTION and LOVE.

The goodnefs of Gop is a great objedt, ever
aew, and ever beautiful; and therefore fuited to
excite that firft noble paflion ftiled wonder : and
there are new difplays of goodnefs every moment,

to keep the paflion of wonder ever awake, and
in
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in its moft pleafing and elevated exertion. And
what can be a more fublime employment for the
foul, than to admire and efteem Gon, the firft
good, the firft fair, the firft wonderful: to ad-
mire and defire the effufions of the moft charm-
ing goodnels---to admire and exert the moft
ardent good-will towards Gop---to admire in-
finite love, and to rejoice in this love. This is
delight ; and who fo worthy of our moft intenfe
and eternal delight as the ever-bleffed Gob!
Here, my friends, you have the richeft work for
vour higheft powers and affetions, whilt life,
and thought, and immortality endures!

2. How unworthy and deteftable is the con-
tempt and abufe of the goodnefs of Gop! This
1s done when we forget his acts of bounty to us
through life---when we murmur at his provi-
dence, and prove impenitent and hard-hearted
amidft ten thoufand bleflings---when we diftruft
his providential care of us and our families---
when we omit duties to Gobp, and negleét prayer
and thank{giving. We abufe and contemn Gob's
goodnefs, when we rely on our own fervices.
Proftituting our fouls and affections to the world,
the devil, and the fleth, is an horrid abufe, and a
wicked contempt of the goodnefs of Gop. Sin-
ning with more freedom and boldnefs on the ac-
count of the indulgencies of divine goodnefs---
afcribing our welfare and happinefs to any other

caufes
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caufes rather than to divine goodnefs. All thefe
are horrtd inftances of the abufe and contempt
of the goodunefs of Goo.

Here you may fee clearly that man is furely
fallen from his original glory and perfeétion, for
he is more like a brute and a devil, than man
in his ftate of holinefs and happinefs. It is
impofiible for Gop to form a creature, ‘in his
original ftate, like man in his prefent temper,
difpofitions, and paffions---his appetites and in-
clinations are all earthly, fenfual, and devilifh.
Man being in honour continued not, but became
like the beafts that perifh, Pf. xlix. 12.---As Gop
is fo exceeding good to all mankind, there can
be no juft complaint againft him in all the afflic-
tions he is pleafed to bring on the human race.---
Here you fee the fitnefs of Gop for the govern-
ment of the whole world. A being of fuch
unbounded goodnefs and mercy is every way
qualified for fuch a vaft and important manage-
ment of all its infinite affairs!---Here you fee
the ground of all religion: and that is the un-
bounded goodnefs of Gop! This is the fpring
of all the vital religion that ever exifted in the
world !---The goodnefs of Gop renders him ex-
ceedingly amiable to himfelf: he muft always
love his own goodnefs, and delight 1n his own
beauty : and it muft render Gop exceedingly
beautiful and lovely to us. O! how great is

VoL, II, Hhh his
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his goodnefs, and how great is his beauty!
Zech. ix. 17. He, as a good Gob, is a fit object
of our unbounded confidence: truft and love him
without the leaft referve. Gop, as good, is
worthy to be obeyed and honoured to an infinite
degree: his Laws are all good, exceeding good;
and it is pleafure, it is joy, it is heaven to obey
the beautiful laws of Gob!

3. ComrorT to all true believers from the
boundlefs goodnefs of Gop!---In all our devo-
tions and prayers, we have the richeft confolation
from the goodnefs of Gop! Here is the {weeteft
comfort in all afflictions and public dangers; and
mighty ground of perfeverance in grace, and
affurance of infinite happinefs. Rejoice without
bounds and without end in this great, this im-
menfe goodnefs of Gon!

4. Seek ardently the enjoyment of Gop as good.
He is the only glorious object of a rational ap-
petite : the only object of an immortal and un-
bounded paffion. He alone can fill up the defires
of a foul that is made for eternity.---Gob is the
pureft and the beft good: he is the fum and
fubftance, the life and {pirit, and fpring of all
the fouls of his dear people.---Meditate on a
good Gop ; and let your meditations be Thought
engaged, and Thought enflamed with the tendereft
love to Gop. Think deeply; think warmly---
this will cherifh and promote the moft fervent
love to Gob. The



