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A CONTEMPLATION

ON THE
WILL anop DOMINION

OF

G O D

VIL 7FVHE will of Gob is a power of felf-

determination, or free choice to do a
thing, or to let it alone.

There is the moft perfeét liberty in Gop.
Liberty in him reigns in its full glory and per-
feftion. He is {o free that he can do whatever
he pleafes: but he is fo holy and juft that he will
never pleafe to do a finful or unjuft action.

The will of Gop is diftinguithed into fecret
and revealed.*

His fecret will becomes revealed by events in
providence every hour of our lives, and in every
part of the world. His fecret will becomes re-
vealed by prophecy: a large feries of which pro-
phecies we have given in ten clafles, from p. 41,
to p. 176, of this volume.

The will of Gop, which he would have done

by
* See Dr, Gili's Body of Divinity, vol. 1. p. 131,

Vo, 115 Bbhb
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by men, is revealed in the law, which was
originally infcribed on the heart of man, and is
now written in the ten commands.---See the
rules for underftanding this holy law, p. 259--
261. |

The fecret will of Gop 1is revealed in the gof-
pel in a moft wonderful and glorious manner.
Here we have the deepeft depths of Gopn’s gra- .
cious heart laid open to the loft world; and all
his gracious intentions concerning our falvation
are fully made known.

The moft accurate diftin&tion of the will of
Gop i1s into that of the will of his pEcr:Es and
the will of his coMMAaNDS.

Gor’s will of precerT, or his commanding
will, 1s the rule of men’s duty, which confifts
in the moft intenfe love to Gop, and love to
our fellow-creatures as ourfelves., This law we
thall explain and enforce in another part of our
work.

Gop’s will of pecree is the primary, original,
and proper will of Gon. This is the rule of all
his own a&ions. He does all things in heaven,
earth, and hell, according to the will of his pur-
pofe. This will is always done: it cannpt be
refifted and made void by devils or men. And
this will we fhould always attentively regard in
all we purpofe and perform ; faying, if the Lord

will, we will do this or that, Jam. iv. 13--14.
1 Cor.
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t Cor. iv. 19, This will we fhould own and
fubmit to in every thing that concerns us in life
and in death. Thy wiLL be pownE in all that
befalls us, fhould be our temper and language to
our laft breath.

I. The oBjeers of Gop’s wiLL.

Himserr., He hath made al] things for him-
felf, that is, for his own glory. He wills his
own glory in all he does. He is the efficient
caufe of all---the wife difpofer of all---and the
final caufe, and the laft end of all. And this he
wills neceffarily, becaufe he cannot but will his
own glory. He cannot will his glory to another
perfon, for that would be to deny himifelf: and
it is horrid to think, ’tis blafphemy to fay, that
Gob can deny himfelf, he can defpife himfelf, he
can conceal himfelf, or give away his deareft
rights and interefts to another.

All Taines without himfelf, whether good or
evil, are the objets of his will. There is a
difference between the objects of Gop’s know-
ledge and power, and the objets of his will.
He knows all things knowable in his underftand-
ing ; and his power reaches to all that is poffible.
Yet he wills not all things that he knows pof-
fible, or that might be willed : therefore, though
Gop is all-knowing and all-powerful, yet he doth

not.

Bbb 2
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not will all things that are poffible, but his will
is governed by his underftanding and wifdom.

All coop THinGs are the obje&t of his will.
All things in nature were made very good---all
things in providence, even to a fparrow, and the
hairs of our head---all things in grace---all blef-
fings of grace and confolation, are exatly accord-
ing to the will of Gop. All our falvation, and
all our defire, are according to the good pleafure
of his will. His will chofe us, Eph.i. 4. He
called us according to the will of his purpofe,
2 Tim. 1. g. Of his own will begat he us---his
will was the caufe of our regeneration, Jam.

i. 18, This 1s the will of Gop, even our fanéti-
fication, 1 Thef. 1v. 3. |

The eviL of arFrLicTioNs 1s the object of the
divine will, whether they come in a way of
CHASTISEMENT OF PUNISHMENT.

The cHasTISEMENT of true BELIEVERS is from
Gop. Every afli¢tion of a good man is by the
will, order, and appointment of Gop, As to
the quality or kind of the affli¢tion, as to the
quantity and degree cf preflure and pain in the
affliction, as to the duratiois or continuance of
the trial, and as to the #fs and ends of the
afftittion, which are defigned to improve our
graces, to embitter fin, and make the Lord
Jefus more precious to our fouls. Thefe afflic-
tions of the righteous are confiftent with the

juftice,



[ 381 ]

juftice, holinefs, wifdom, goodnefs, and love of
Gopb to his people.

The punisHMENT of the WickEeD is the objett
of Gop’s will.---All the judgments, calamities,
and diftrefles, which come upon empires, king-
doms, nations, cities, towns, villages, and par-
ticular perfons, are all of Gop, and according to
~his will.  Shall there be evil in a city, and the
Lord hath not done it? Amos ni. 6. All the
prefent bloody and ruinous wars in Europe and
America are by the order of the holy and juft
Gop, for the punifhment of pride, luxury, and
infidelity in all the contending parties: and thefe
dreadful plagues are for the glory of his eternal
and immutable jusTick.

The eviL of FAULT or BLAME, 1. €. SIN, 1s the
object of the divine will.---In fin there are three
things always to be confidered, The acT, the
cuiLT, the punisuMENT. The only difficulty is
concerning the at of fin. As to the a& of fin,
it may be confidered as it is a natural or a moral
act: or the a&t and the diforder, irregulanty,
and vitiofity of that act. As a natural act, we
are all dependent upon Gop every moment: in
him we live, and move, and have our being.
This natural and inceflant dependence on Gob is
clearly demonftrated by Dr. Doddridge, in his
Lectures, prop. xxxil. p. 71; by the great Andrew
Baxter, in the Appendix to his Enquiry into the

Nature
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Nature of the Human Soul, 8vo. 1750; and by
Dr. Gill, in his Body of Divinity, vol. 1. p. 135.
But the moft clear, mafculine, and convincing
demonftration of the immediate dependence of
all creatures on the concurring volition of the
omniprefent Gop, I ever read, is to be found in
the excellent Dr. Witfius’s (FEconomy of the
Covenants, book 1. chap. viii. fect. xii.--xxx.
If this is not reafoning of the brighteft kind, I
profefs I never faw it, and never expect to fee it.
---We may lay down the following confiderations
as clear and undoubted truth to every man of
common fenfe. -

1. All the creatures of Gop, whether they be
corporeal or incorporeal, fenfible or fpiritual,
owe their efficacy for producing any effect to the
divine power in and upon them, at the very
time when fuch effett is produced.

2. Every creature is derived from Gop, and it
does not neceflarily exift in the firft moment of
1ts being.

3. Whatever does not neceflarily exift in the
firlt moment of its exiftence, cannot neceflarly
exift in the fecond, or in any following moment,
but muft owe its continued exiftence to the will
of Gob, by whom it was firft produced.

4. All the creatures of Gop, in all worlds, do
every moment depend upon Goo for the conti-
nuance of their exiftence. The powers of attion

imply
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imply more than continued exiftence---the good
qualities of a rational being imply a greater de-
gree of dependence on Gop---and the comforts
and happinefs of a rational creature imply a ftill
higher degree of dependence.---We may then
fafely and furely eftablifh this conclufion, That
whatever 1s created by Gop, depends continually
upon him for its exiftence, ative powers, good
qualities, and real happine{s: and without his
continual and immediate volitions, no creature
whatever can poflibly exift for one moment.

With refpe& to finful actions, There are two
ideas to be fet down, for certain and eternal
truths, whether we are capable of reconciling
them to our own f{atisfaction, and that of other
men, or no. The firft is,

AxioM 1.

‘That Gop is not, and cannot be, the author
of fin.
AxromMm 2,

That the providence of Gop has a concern
with all finful a&ions, in fome {enfe or another.
For Gob is the fountain and fource of all action
and motion; but the vitiofity, deformity, and
impurity of fin, as it is a departure from the
order of the divine law, is of men only, and not
of Gop.

Gob cannot will it as fin, or for the fake of
ithlfg
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itfelf; but for the fake of fome aftonithing good
to be brought about through it.

Gop wills siv 1n a different way than he wills
that which is coop. He does not will to do it
himfelf, nor to do it by others; but permits it
to be done, not as a law-giver and governor, but
as a fovereign. And it 1s expreffed by Gop’s
giving up men to their own hearts luft, Pf. Ixxxi.
12. and by fuffering them to walk in their own
finful ways, Als xiv. 16. Az Touto wmapedoney
avrovs o Bros ss waln emypizs, Rom. 1. 26, He
wills it not by his effective will, but by his
permiffive will; and therefore he cannot be
chargeable with being the author of fin, for that
is eternally impoflible for him to be; and it is
no lefs than infinite abfurdity and horrid blaf-
phemy fo much as to imagine it. Let us there-
fore have the utmoft zeal for the eternal dignity
of the moral character of Gob. |

II. The naturEe and PrRoOPERTIES of the wiLL
of Gop.

1. It is natural and effential---it is his very
nature and effence---his will is himfelf willing;
and there can be but one will in Gobp---there
may be different objelts of his will, and various
effets produced ; yet it is by one fingle act of
his will, that he wills all things.

2. The will of Gop is eternal. He 1s eternal,
and therefore his will muft be eternal, fince it 1s

his
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his nature and effence. His will is prior to the
exiftence of the world and all things in it, and
prior to all time, and theréfore it muft be eternal
as the exiftence of Gop.

3. The will of Gop is immutable. Thus we
read of the immutability of his counfel, Heb.
vi. 17. As Gobp is unchangeable, his will muft
be the fame, fince 1t 1s his nature and eflfence.
Gop may change his external conduét, but he
never changes his will.  Repentance, when
afcribed to Gop, only fignifies a change in his
outward difpenfations ; or it fhews how odious
and abominable fin and finners are to Gobp.---
Even our prayers make no alteration in the will
of Gop. He has eftablifhed a connexion between
his will, our prayers, and the events of his pro-
vidence; and thus prayer appears to be exceed-
ingly important and ufeful to the fouls of all
true chriftians in the world.

4. The will of Gop is invincible, and always
cfficacious to produce the event defigned. There
are no feeble withes in Gop. His will is never
made void---"tis omnipotent and viforious. If
Gop’s will was conquered or difappointed, it muft
make him the moft difgraced and unhappy being
in the univerfe---his fuperiour capacities muft
only make him more miferable. But what an
abfurd and horrid idea of Gob is this!

5. The
Vor. 11. Cce
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5. The will of Gop has no causz out of him-
felf; for then there would be fomething prior to
Gop---this is abfurd and mmpoffible. There 1s
in Gop no paflive power to work upon. There
can be no impulfive caufe out of Gop; nor is
there any final cavfe of what he wills and does,
but his own cLorY; and it would be madnefs to
feck for a caufe of his willing that. From this
glorious property of the will of Gop, it may be
clearly feen, that faith, holinefs, and good works,
cannot be the caufe of Gop’s will to love us, and
give us eternal happinefs. Gob could forefee no
holinefs or good works in us, but what he, by a
prior purpofe of his will, had determined to work
effetually in our precious and immortal fouls, as
the fruit of his abfolute and invincible grace.

6. The will of Gop is not conbiTIONAL ; foOr
then 1t would be dependent on the condition to
be performed, and not on the will of Gop; but
the performance of the condition would be the
firft and chief in the attainment of the end. If
Gop willed to fave all men conditionally, that is,
on condition of faith and repentance, either men
muft be able for the performance of thefe con-
ditions, or Gop muft give them. Where are the
men that are able to perform thefe conditions ?
No man is to be found in the whole world. How
can thefe conditions be had? No way but by
Gop’s free gift.  Confequently Gob’s general

love,
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love, general redemption, and univerfal grace,
comes to nothing; it vanifhes into fmoke; ’tis a
bubble; ’tis moon-fhine; ’tis a dream; ’tis the
bafelefs fabric of a vilion, that diffolves, and
leaves nothing but the wrecks of ruined fouls
behind !

7. The will of Gob is moft free and fovereign,
as appears from the creation, and all things in
it---it appears from providence, and all the
various events of it---and the will of Gop ap-
pears to be fovereign in things facred, {piritual,
and religious, both with refpeét to angels and
men. Thus far on the will and dominion of
Gop I am exceedingly indebted to the very
learned and judicious Dr. Gill. No man has
treated better on this very arduous and delicate
fubje&t.---See kis Body of Divinity, vol. 1.
p- 130--140.

VIII. On the pominion of Gop,

The greateft writer on the Sublime DoMiyioy
of Gop I ever read, is the great, the good, the
excellent, the incomparable Caarnockx; who,
in a difcourfe the moft mafculine in the world,
and in the {pace of fifty-two pages, in folio, has
difplayed the grandeur and eternity of the divine
dominion,

The next author to Charnock is the ferious,
the judicious, and experimental Evisua CoLks, in
his excellent Treatife on Gon’s Sovereignty, 8vo.

Ccc g edit. 15,
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edit. 1. 'We muft only give a few fhort hints
from thefe excellent difcourfes.

‘The pominion of Gobp confifts in his right to
make what creatures he pleafes---in his right to
poffefs all the creatures he has made---and in
his right to difpofe of all the creatures he doth
poffefs.----Charnack, p. 424.

This great man gives general preliminaries to
clear and confirm Gob’s {fupreme dominion---he
then fthews wherein the dominion of Gobp is
founded---he treats of the nature and properties
of the dominion of Gop, and fhews that it is
independent, abfolute, wile and prudent, exten-
five and eternal. He then fhews the different
manners in which the dominion of Gob is dif-
played to mankind, as he is creator, law-giver,
governor, proprietor, and owner; and laftly, as
redeemer. He concludes with many glorious
ufes of information, terror, comfort, and exhor-
tation. Vol. 1, p. 420--472.

Evipences of the pomiNion of Gop.

The firft grand a&t of dominion was Gop’s de-
cree, for making the whole frame and ftruéture of
the univerfe ; and of doing, or permitting to be
done, whatfoever fhould take place, even to the
moft minute affair, to the confummation of all
things, and the decifion of all the ftates of men
in a vaft eterpity,

His
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His giving the world an altual exiftence, mat-
ter, form, laws, and final caufes, according to
the eternal idea in the mind of Gop---his pre-
ferving and governing all things, and fufpending,
or controuling, or alting above the laws of na-
ture at his pleafure---the affent and confent of
the wifeft and beft of men in all ages---the wile
and mighty angels obey the dominion of Gop,
without a moment’s delay---and even the malig-
nant devils are fo over-awed, that they durft not
anfwer again, when the Son of Gop pronounced
the curfe on them in Paradife; and when he
drove out legions from the fouls and bodies of
men, they crouched like fpaniels at his feet, and
durft not anfwer a word.---Gop himfelf proclaims
his tranfcendent dominion in the moft fublime
language. I have raifed thee up, for this very
purpofe, to thew my power, Exod. ix. 16. Who
made the blind, or the feeing? have not I, the
Lord? Exod. iv. 11. Tkill, and I make alive,
Deut. xxxii. 39. My counfel fhall ftand: I will
do all my pleafure, Ifai. xlvi. 10.---Many altions
of Gob in Scripture fhew his fovereign dominion.
His conftantly over-ruling the defigns and aétions
of men, to bring to pafs his own councils and de-
figns, 1s a ftriking proof of his dominion over
all the affairs of mankind---and his innumerable
vi¢tories of grace in regeneration, effeftual call-
ing, and converfion, are a moft {fublime triumph

of
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of fovereign grace over his rational, immor-
tal creatures---his eternal difpofal of the fouls
of all mankind, on the footing of juftice and
grace, is the higheft act of fovereign power and
dominion that ever was difplayed concerning his
xeafonable creatures.---But the moft aftonithing
act of dominion, and which rifes to the moft
amazing and tranfcendent degree, confifts in his
ordaining his own eternal Son to afflume human
nature, and to be the mediator between Gop and
finners; to obey the law in the form of a cove-
nant of works, to offer his very {oul as a facrifice,
to pay his blood as a price of redemption, and
to endure the utmoft punithment, to make fatis-
fation to divine juftice! This! this is the
higheft act of the infinite, eternal, abfolute, and
independent dominion of Gob, that ever was
exerted, or ever will be difplayed to eternity,

Uses of the wiLt and pominion of Gob.

1. Dare not to make Gop the author of fin,
by charging his will and decrees with men’s bad
2&ions. Men fin as freely as though there were
no decrees or purpoles in Gop at all,

2. Do not extenvate or leflen your fins by
arguments drawn from Gop’s will, decrees, and
dominion. This is the higheft impudence, and
the moft rank and abominable Antinomianifm!

3. Gob’s dominion is a moft inftruétive doc-
trine. It 1s our great duty, advantage, and

pleafure,
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pleafure, to ftudy this truth with the utmoft
attention, reverence, and delight.

4. Give Gop the full glory of his dominion,
by a real and prattical owning our eternal obliga-
tion to obedience; and which binds every rational
creature in the univerfe. Bow down your foul
to his Laws; attend on his orpINANCEs; fubmit
to all his provipENCES with deep humility. In
a fpecial manner our faith thould obey Gop’s do-
minion, touching our higheft intereft and ever-
lafting condition. Submit your immortal {oul,
and its eternal ftate, to the abfolute dominion of
Gop: humbly fubmit to fovereign mercy in
Chrift, and you will be eternally fafe. Sovereign
mercy can and will make your securiTY greater
than your interesT. O! what a thought full of
infinite confolation is this! Therefore,

5. How happy are you who have a deep and
cternal intereft in this fovereign Gop. His par-
doning mercy carries in it an everlafting exemp-
tion from all obligation to punithment, and his
everlafting arm will protect you from all pofiible
evils, temporal and eternal.

6. In all our trials and affli¢tions, Gop intends
to bring our hearts to a fubmiffive, prattical
acknowledgment of his fovereign dominion over
us and all our concerns in life and death.---Let
us not fret againft Gop in any event or trial
which befals us; bur feek, above all things, for

a
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a deeply-humble fubmiffion to the will of Gop.
Yea, we fhould go farther ftill, and be even
cheerful in our refignation to the pleafure of our
heavenly father. It was a noble expreflion of
the great Feneron, when his pupil the duke of
Burgundy died:--- If the moving of a ftraw
would bring him back to life, I would not do
it, feeing the divine pleafure is otherwife.” Let
us imitate this great man on every new occafion
of temporal or {piritual trouble which befals our
perfons or relations !

7. Do not dare to intrench on the dominion,
or invade the fovereignty of Gop, by fecking a
reafon for his decrees beyond his will. ’Tis
folly, *tis abfurdity, ’tis rebellion and madnefs,
to make the attempt: it will be fo far from do-
ing you any good, that it will only increafe your
afliétion, and multiply mifery; and therefore
dare not to perfift in fuch deteftable infolence.

8. You fee clearly the reafon why many learned
and philofophical men oppofe and rejeét the fub-
lime and glorious doétrines of the gofpel! The
truth is, they are not fubdued to the eternal and
abfolute dominion of Gop, although an intire
{ubjection to the wife and holy will of our maker
1s the firteft temper in the world for a rational
creature, dependent every moment on his crREa-
TOR ; yet there is nothing that men have a greater
enmity to than the dominion of Gop, O! that

we
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we may be truly fubdued in our wills to his fo-
vereign power.

9. Gop’s abfolute dominion over all creatures
clears off all the rubbifh of imaginary free-will
in the affair of falvation; and thews us that all
the glory of it, from firft te laft, muft be afcribed
cternally to Gob.

IX. The pieniTY of Gop,

Is a ftate of fettled honour in the higheft de-
gree, arifing from the confcioufnefs of being
poflefled of all poffible perfettions, and of his
infinite fuperiority in the qualities of his heart
to all his creatures in heaven and earth, attended
with the moft unbounded delight in his own
worth, beauty of mind, and purity of charatter;
and thefe qualities infpire him with the moft
ardent felf-valuation, and give him to feel the
moft dignified difpofitions, powers, and affec-
tions; and carry him into the moft honoarable
altions and condué&, worthy of a Gop.*

X. The

* DicNITY in MAN is a ftate of fettled honour in the mind: ‘tis a
divine nature and a new life infufed into the foul : it includes an ampli-
tude of the underftanding; attended with felf-poffeflion, felf-dominion,
and happinefs : it €xcites a man to aim at being like Gop, in order to
enjoy him : it produces a lively feeling of deep peace of confcience, pure
ferenity of mind, and holy boldnefs to converfe with Gop, and to poflef(s
the tendereft friend(hip with Chrift,---This temper and difpofition leads
us to fpiritualize the firuure and beauty of the whole creation---to give
attention to divine providence.--to advance in refemblance to Gop -
being generoully impelled forwards by a divine inftiné to our utmoft end,
reft, and bleflednefs in Gop himizlf, through our Lord Jefus Chrift.

Vou, 11, Ddd
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X. The preErocATIVE of Gop.

A prerogative is fomething that is required of
demanded before, or in preference to all others.

The grand prerogative of Gop is that {pecial
pre-eminence which he hath above all perfons
in his univerfal empire, in right of his regal
dignity.

Prerogatives are either pIRECT, or incidental,
and additional.---Gon’s glorious prerogatives are
direct in the higheft degree; and they are like-
wife incidental -and additional, by reafon of his
infinite benefits beftowed on his creatures.

The dirett prerogatives of Gop are {fuch
pofitive, effential parts of the royal character,
Jjuftice, and power of Gop, as are rooted in, and
fpring from the exiftence, nature, and dignity of
Gop, confidered in itfelf, without reference to
any extrinfic circumftance; as ereation, prefer-
vation, and benefits beftowed on creatures.

The direct prerogatives of Gop are fuch as re-
gard his dignity, or royal charalter, including
the moft fublime and aftonifthing attributes of
perfonal {overeignty, abflolute perfeftion, and
perpetuity of empire over all worlds.

The prerogatives of Gop likewife regard his
authority, or royal power, in the executive part
of his government---and his revenue, or royal
income of love, obedience, and praife, which he

has
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has a right to demand of all his reafonable crea-
tures---and this revenue of praife confifts in
adoration of his perfections, admiration of his
works, and gratitude for his benefits.

XI. The Taste of Gob,

Confifts in his infinitely-diftin& knowledge of
beauty; and taking pleafure in beauty in all the
kinds, degrees, and variatidn_s of which it 1s fuf-
ceptible in the grand {yftem of the univerfe.*

Gop has an exquifite fenfe of the beautiful,
the good, and the true in all his works of crea-

tion in heaven and earth.

He had a vivid perception and delight in the
beautiful foul and body of man, when he rofe up
under his creating hand---and when he {urveyed
his new world, he took a pleafure in the whole as
beautiful and good.

He takes a pleafure in the holy tempers and
a&ions of true chriftians on earth, and 1s de-
lighted with holinefs and beauty in all the mil-
lions of his faints and angels in heaven.

He

* TasTe in Mmax confifts in a diftin& knowledge of beauty, joined
to the moft exquifite fenfe of it, with a power to receive pleafure from
all the Kinds, degrees, and variations of which beauty is fufceptible in
the fyftem of the univerfe; taking the greateft pleafure in the higheft
kinds of beauty in wife and holy men, the angels and faints in glory, the
beautiful foul of the Lord Jefus Chrift, and the moral perfe&ions and

beauty of Gob,

Ddd 2



[ 396 ]

He feels an infinite pleafure in furveying the
moft beautiful {foul and body of the Lord Jefus
Chrift. Here is the material and immaterial
nature raifed to the higheft degree of beauty

and perfection of which matter and {pirit are
fufceptible,

As BrauTy is that quality in objeéts which
excites love; fo deformity, or uglinefs, is that
quality in perfons or things which excites hatred,
or averfion, and oppofition.

And as tafte is a power of reeeiving pleafure
from beauty; fo the fame faculty of tafte feels

pain and difguft on the perception of objetts of
deformity and uglinefs,

And as the {upreme tafte of Gop is the in-
finitely-diftinét knowledge of beauty in general,
and of all the determinations and variations of
which the beautiful is fufceptible, and which it
receives in the fyftem of the univerfe; fo the
fame tafte tn Gob includes his infinitely-diftiné
knowledge of deformity and uglinefs: and as
Gopo has an infinite power of receiving pleafure
from the beauties of holinefs, fo he feels an in-
finite averfion, difguft, and hatred to the de-
formity and uglinefs of fin in men and devils;
and all fin, in all its gradations, 1s the obje& of

his keeneft indignation and wrath, and will be
fo to eternity.

The
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The vse we ought to make of this view of the
{fupreme TasTE of Gop, 1s this :---we fhould feek
of the Holy Spirit a refined, fpiritual, holy tafte
---we fhould earneftly defire to have a diftin&t
knowledge of the beauty of holinefs and vital
virtue 1n all its gradations and appearances in
men and angels, in the foul of Chrift, and in the
nature of Gop---we fhould covet to have the
moft exquifite fenfe of beauty and deformity, and
to feel the moft pure pleafure in the beauty of
holinefs and virtue---and we fhould equally de-
fire a clear and diftinét knowledge of the defor-
mity of fin, its infinite uglinefs, and deteftable
qualities ; and we ought to feel the utmoft
averfion and oppofition to fin, and the greateft
defire to be difunited from it for ever. In a
word, as love is a delightful union with holinefs,
the objelt beloved: fo hatred 1s a keen defire to
be difunited from fin, which is the objet hated.
And here, as our love to holinefs cannot be ex-
ceflive; fo our hatred of fin ought to be, if
poflible, infinite upon infinite through an eternal
duration.---See Mr. Halyburton, on the Evil of
Sin, in his admirable book againft the Deifts,
ato. 1714 ; and the judicious Mr. John Brine,
on the infinite Evil of Sin, in his Letter to the
Monthly Reviewers, 1755,

X1I. The arrections of Gob.
Affetions in the {foul of man are {enfible emo-

t10ns
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tions towards objeéts confidered as good or evil;
and thefe fenfible emotions arife from a view of
thofe obje&s in their various kinds and circum-
ftances. As to their kiNDs, an object appearing
good, excites love---if it appear evil, it excites
hatred. As to the ciRcumsTances of good or
evil : if good be prefent, it excites joy---if evil
is prefent, it excites forrow---if good be abfent,
and yet poflible to be obtained, it excites hope
---1f evil be abfent, yet likely to come upon us,
it produces fear. Thus love and hatred, joy and
forrow, hope and fear, are the fix grand paflions
of the foul of man: all the others are but dif-
ferent modifications, or combinations of thofe

original affections.

The Scripture afcribes various affeétions to
Gop, becaufe there are many things faid and
aCted by Gob, which are fimilar to affections
found in the human foul: and we lofe a great
part of the beauty of Goo’s character, if we do
not always conceive of him as cloathed with fuch
affeGions as are afcribed to him. Many of our
divines, who have written learned and valuable
Treatifes and Bodies of Divinity, have greatly
failed 1n this point. They have reprefented Go»
in a dry metaphyfical manner; and thus multi-
rudes of ftudents and other chriftians, who have
read thofe books, have loft a moft beautiful part

of the divine charaéter. The affetions of Gobp
ought
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cught not, for one moment, to be left out of our
conceptions and thoughts of Gop, becaufe thofe
affections, viewed in a {cripture light, have the
ficteft tendency to produce the beft affettions in

us towards Gob.

But let us be wife in forming our conceptions
of the divine affeGtions : let us avoid all ideas of
painful commotion, or uneafy perturbation in
the mind of Gop. In a word, all that is carnal
and fenfual in our paflions, every thing that
favours of weaknefs and imperfection in the
exercife of affetions in us, muft be intirely re-
moved out of our conceptions of the affections
of Gon. And, with this caution, let us proceed
to confider a moft ftriking and venerable part of
the glorious and divine charalter.

The affections that are principally afcribed to
Gop, are Love and HaTRED. His Love includes
grace, joy, mercy, compaflion, pity. His Ha-
TRED includes anger and wrath; and from a com-
bination of love and anger arifes the zear of

Gon.
1. Love
Is that paffionate affection with which Gob
regards himfelf and his people in heaven and
earth. Love is the moft beautiful attribute of
the immortal Gop. Love ftands the firft and
faireft in all Gop’s affetions. It enters fo deeply

into the nature of Gob, that it is faid Gop is
love,
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love, 1 Joh. iv. 8-—-16. Self-love is effential to
all rational beings: it exifts in angels: it exifts
in all the happy fouls in heaven: it is effential
to out happinefs in both worlds: it is then only

criminal when it carries a creature off from Gop,
as it doth in the fallen angels and depraved man.

Gon firft and chiefly loves himfelf in the ten-
dereft manner, and with the greateft ardour:
hence he has made himfelf the ultimate end of
all his thoughts and works of creation, provi-
dence, and redemption.

Gop’s love to man confifts in his will to raife
him to honour and happinefs, by the bleffings of
fpecial goodnefs, i.e. of grace here, and glory
hereafter. ‘This is the love which fhines with
fuch beauty and luftre all through the gofpel of
Chrift---this is the love that reigns over and
beautifies all the divine perfetions---this is that
affeCtion which renders Gob. fo lovely to all re-
penting finners. He tenderly efteems his people;
he defires to have their company; he bears the
moft ardent good-will to them; and viewing
them as wafhed in Chnft’s blood, 1. e. clear
of guilt, cloathed with Chrift’s righteoufnefs,
adorned with his grace, and made happy in him,
he feels the mott intenfe delight in their perfbns,
graces, and fervices, * |

This

% A Sermon on Gob’s Delight in his People, by the judicious Mr.
Brine, deferves to be read ten thoufand times.



