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real and wonderful power, totally beyond all the
qualities of dead matter in the vaft expanfe of
heaven, earth, and fea.

The life of Gob is the property of felf-motion,
by which he exerts his nature or eflence, and
difplays his perfettions.

The loweft degree of life is in vegetables, by
which they are capable of receiving nourifhment,
increafing their parts, propagating their kind by
feed, and continuing the period of life allotted
them by the all-wile creator.

The next degree of real life is that of animals;
which life confifts in the circulation of the blood,
the refpiration of the lungs, the ufe of the nerves,
in the various fenfes of feeing, hearing, tafting,
and feeling; with felf - motion and voluntary
choice to eat, drink, fleep, to continue their
kind, and endure through the period of life al-
lotted them.

The next degree of life is rational in angels
and men. The life of fpirits confifls in a felf-
altive exiftence, and confcioufnefs or thoughr;
which is the prime quality of rational life, be-
yond which the conceptions of meer reafon can-
ot reach,

This rational {elf-motion is a power to under-
ftand, to chufe, to refufe, to love, to hate,
to hope, to fear, to rejoice, to be grieved, to
be grateful, to be angry, to imagine, to re-

member,
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member, to enjoy pleafures from the beauties of
~creation and fociety, with a thoufand modes of
felf-a&ivity : this refembles the life of Gop, who
is felf-aétive exiftence in the moft tranfcendent
degree, endued with infinite underftanding, and
felf-determining power.

The next degree of real life is true grace and
holinefs in all good men and good angels: this
life is the higheft refemblance of the life of
Gob.

Gon is all felf-aétivity, perception, and voli-
tion: 1t is his very nature and effence: itis Gobp
himfelf: he is infinite or unbounded life, with-
out any limits: immutable life, without any
poflible change: perfect and all-{fufficient life,
without the leaft failure or defet: and eternal
life, without any decay or end. O! what a
grand and delightful privilege is this, to be
united to Gob, as the infinite, immutable, per-
fe@, and ecternal life of my immortal foul, with
all its powers, as long as Gop endures.

OMmM~NiroTENCE of Gobp

Is the a&ive force of the divine nature, or the
infinite ftrength and life of the divine will, by
which he 1s able, without the leaft difficulty, to
produce the greateft effeéts in the worlds of na-

ture, providence, and grace,
Omnipotence
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Omnipotence is effential to our right ideas of
Gop. A weak Gobp 1s an 1dea quite abfurd in
the human underftanding: it cannot be con-
ceived without a contradiGion or repugnancy of
ideas in the human mind: a weak Gob 1s an idea
contrary to all the common fenfe of mankind:
’tis a notion big with the greateft impoflibilities,
and the moft egregious nonfenfe that can be ex-
prefled.  The ftarry heavens, the earth and feas,
the fupport and motion of all creatures from
moment to moment, with ten thoufand times ten
thoufand motions in the world, give us conti-
nual evidences of the omnipotent power of Gobp.

We gain the idea of divine power by obferving
an activity, life, and ftrength in our own fouls.
The abilities of a foul are the brighteft image of
the power of Gob in our world.

It is judged, that there are above eight hun-
dred millions of fouls now on the face of the
carth, and every one of them is a felf-altive
percipient being: thefe fouls are in a ftate of
altive exiftence every moment: they are each
of them capable of ten thoufand motions every
hour: indeed, the different modes of altion in a
foul are unlimited, and are to us quite incom-
prehenfible and aftonithing. Now thefe ftriking
appearances of activity and ftrength, in the mo-
tions of millions of fouls, muft be attributed
to a mighty caufe, full of life, adivity, and

You. 11, Y y ffrenorh
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ftrength, equal to the grandeur and the perpe-
tuity of the effefts. The active principle in
Gob is abfolutely unlimited in the higheft fenfe:
it infinitely tranfcends all its appearances and
effets in the magnitude and motion of the ce-
leftial worlds around us---and all its effeéts in
the earth, feas, and winds---in the vegetable
and animal creations---and in all the motions of
our bodies and fouls. In a word, omnipotence
muft tranfcend all poffible effelts that ever were,
or ever fhall be, through time and eternity, in
heaven, earth, and hell. Creation, providence,
and redemption, are continual and aftonithing
monruments of the infinite and eternal power of
Gop. Divine Revelation is full of expreffions
concerning the divine power: Gob is ftiled the
Almighty no lefs than thirty times in the book
of Job, and about feventy times in the whole
Bible: not a page but declares the exceeding
greatnefs of his mighty power. I muft tran-
{cribe a few ftriking paflages out of an amazing
number which muft be omitted: In the begin-
ning Gop created the heaven and the earth---
Gon faid let there be light, and there was light
---Gen. 1. 1, 3. I am the Almighty Gob, xvii. 1.
Is any thing too hard for the Lorp? xviil. 14.
Numb. xi. 23. Thy right hand, O! Lorp, is
glorious in power, Exod. xv. 6. A great Gop, a

mighty and terrible, Deut. x. 17. The thunder
of
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of his power who can underftand? Job xxvi. 14.
What fublime and aftonifhing letures on omni-
potence have we from the mouth of Gop himfelf,
in the xxxviiith and following chapters in Job?
if you read them ten thoufand times, they will
always pleafe a true and correct tafte. Power be-
longs te Gob, Pf.Ixii. 11. Whois a fireng Gop
like unto thee ? lxxxix. 8. Thou haft a mighty
arm, {trong is thy hand, and high is thy right hand,
ver. 13. He is ftiled Lorp of Hofts ten times
in Ifaiah. The everlafting Gop, the Lorp that
fainteth not, Ifa. xl. 28. Thou forgetteft the
Lorp thy maker, who ftretched out the heavens,
Ifa. I1. 13. Mighty to fave, Ixiii. 1. Fear ye
not me! who placed the fand for a bound to the
fea! Jer.v.22. None can ftay his hand, or fay
unto him, what doft thou? Dan.iv. 35. The
Lorp is great in power, the rocks are thrown
down by him, Nahum 1. 3---6. the whole paf-
fage is full of fublimity and terror. ‘There was
the hiding of his power, Hab. ni. 4. Mr,
Hervey finely illuftrates this paflage in his Con-
templations. 'With Gop all things are pofiible,
Mark x. 27.  'With Gop nothing fhall be impol-
{ible, Lukei. 37. The miracles of Chrift de-
monftrate almighty power. He has all power in
heaven and earth, Matth. xxviii. 18. The Lorp
thy Gop in the midft of thee is mighty, he wiil
fave, Zeph. iii. 17. He is able to do exceeding

Yy abundantly,
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abundantly above all that we can afk or think,
Eph. iii. 20. The exceeding greatnefs of his
power---according to the working of his mighty
power---Eph. i. 19, 20. Gob 1s able to make
the weak believer ftand, Rom. xiv. 4. Strength-
ened with all might, according to his glorious
power, Colof. 1. 11. Ye are kept by the power
of Gop to falvation, 1 Pet.i. 5. The mighty
hand of Gop, 1 Pet. v. 6. Lorp Gob Almighty,
Rev.iv. 8. The Lorp Gop omnipotent reigneth,
%1x. 6. The Lorp Gop Almighty and the Lamb
are the temple 1n the new Jerufalem, xx. 1---22.

Uses of the L1Fe and OMNIPOTENCE
of Gop.
1. AomiraTioN, or holy wonder and devo-
tion, 15 the natural effe&t of our contemplations
on the divine power.

Admiration is a pleafing emotion of the foul,
on the perception of an object full of greatnefs
and novelty, The grandeur and newnefs of any
objett always produces admiration. Out of ten
thoufand inftances of the power of Gop, let us
{ele¢t only the confideration of the MAGNITUDE
and pistaxces of the heavenly bodies; thofe
luminous worlds, all over our heads, and under
our feet; in fhort, a whole concave, all full of
funs. When we confider thofe two ideas toge-
ther, is it poffible to {upport the view, and con-
tain the idea of their vaflnefs and diftances!

The
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The fun 1n our {fyftem as big in diameter as an
hundred globes of our earth, placed in a ftrait
line, one beyond another, and at an hundred
millions of miles diftant from us: the planet
Jupiter as big in diameter as twelve of our earth,
placed in a ftrait line; and fome of his moens
nearly as large as our earth: our moon above two
thoufand miles in diameter: with the reft of the
planets and moons of vaft magnitudes and dif-
tances from cach other. And yet there i1s no
comparifon between the planets and the fixed
ftars; for the whole immenfe {pace, which con-
tains our fun and planets, is but a little part of
the univerfe; becaule there are as many of the
like fpaces as there be of fixed ftars, in the vaft
and boundlefs expanfe. What then muft the
immenfity of the whole expanfe be that contains
all thefe vaft and different bodies within its ex-
tent? Can we fo much as think of it! Can
we fix our view upon it for fome moments with-
out being confounded, amazed, and terrified!
It is an abyfs, a boundlefs extent and depth, in
which we are drowned and loft! What then
muft be the greatnefs, power, and immenfity of
that Gop, who with a fingle word formed thefe
enormous mafles, and all the fpaces that contain
them, in this book of the expanfe, written in
chara@ers of light.* Let

# See Rollin’s Hiftory of the Sciences, vol. 4, 8vo.
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Let me add another idea of the infinite power
of Gop, which is clofely connefted with the
above: 1 mean the amazing f{wifinefs of the
motion of light, which runs from the fun to us
in about eight minutes, that 1s, at the rate of
above two hundred thoufand miles in a fecond
of time; and light runs from the fun to the
planet Jupiter, and back again to us, in a few
minutes, which is a length of fpace of near eight
hundred millions of miles; and it runs from the
fun to Saturn, and back again to us, in a few
minutes more, and thatis a length of fpace of
above fifteen hundred millions of miles. The
light of the fixed ftars muft be in themfelves;
for it could never run from the {fun to them, and
back again to us, with fuch a livelinefs, force,
and brightnefs, as the light of the fixed ftars
gives to us: it is therefore certain, beyond all
doubt, that they are luminous of themfelves,
and, in a word, all of them {o many funs. Now
if we confider, that light has been running at
this rate from our fun, and from all the fixed
ftars, for near fix thoufand vyears, what muft the
life and a&ive power of that Gop be, who has
been the fole author of all this motion, every
moment, fince the creation of the world! And
O my friends, there is fomething more delight-
ful and interefting to us ftill; the beft friend of

poor fallen man, who came down to dwell 1n
duﬁ:;
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duft, is equally the fubject of this immenfe ac-
tive power, and jointly the author of all thefe
motions in all worlds. My father worketh hi-
therto, and I work, John v. 17; that is (fays
Dr. Doddridge) he exerts that unremitting and
unwearied energy which is the life of the crea-
tion. Chrift, equally with the father, is the
efficient and final caufe of the whole creation :
he is before all things, and by him all things
confift, Colof. i. 17. He upholdeth all worlds
by the word of his power, Heb. 1. 3; 1. e. his
univerfal agency as Gop over all, Rom. ix. §.
This leads us to a joyful ufe of the divine
power,

2. Meditate on the almighty power of Gop,
and truft it in the way of your duty. Let us
every morning rife and {pread our thoughts abroad
on the immenfe power of Gop, in the ftarry
heavens, the earth, and fea, and likewife in our
own ftracture of foul and body. The evidences
of omnipotence are vifible every where; we muft
flee from all creatures, we muft flee from our-
{elves, before we can avoid the notices of divine
power in every inch of {pace, and in every grain
of duft under our feet. Every thing exifts by
the power of Gop; and not only fimple exift-
ence, but the powers, qualities, motions, and
happinefs of every creature or being depend, from

moment to imoment, on the omniprefent power
of
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of Gop. 'This fublime and firiking fubje& is
admirably treated on by Charnock, on Divine
Power; Abernethy, on Almighty Power; and in
the excellent Andrew Baxter, in his Matho, and
in his Enquiry into the Nature of the Human
Soul, with the Appendix to that immortal work.

Let us truft almighty power in the way of our
duty; the great patriarch did fo when he went
out not knowing whither he went. Jofeph
trufted divine power in the dungeon. Mofes
confided in divine power at the red fea. David
fixed all his expectations on the immenie power
of Gop when he conquered Goliath. The three
heroes declared that the Gop whom they ferved
was able to deliver; and he did not fail or for-
{ake them. Daniel trufted divine power in the
lions” den: and the apoftle Paul trufted in the
power of Chrift all through the courfe of his
glorious labeurs and life. What then has a wife
and good man to fear, who trufts Gop in the
way of his duty, and firmly believes that Gop
has left nothing to an after-thought in his de-
crees, nor will ever be ONE MOMENT TOO LATE In
his delivering providences towards all thofe who
commit their eternal all into his hands.

3. Terror to all wicked men arifes from the
omnipotence of Gop. Men may break his laws,
but not impair his arm: they may flight his
word and defpife his threatenings, but they can-

not
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not refit his power. If he {wear that he wil
fweep a city with the befom of deftrution, fo
it fhall be, Ifa. xiv. 23. Storms, tempefts, in-
undations, fires, earthquakes, and burning vol-
canoes, are the intire effeéts of the omniprefent
power of Gob. Atheifts may look to fecond
caufes; but a true chriftian fees all caufes to be
cyphers without Gop, who worketh all in ail.

Let refolute finners with terror recolleét, that
there are two attributes Gop will make to fhine
out in a moft illuftrious manner in hell---his
power and his wrath, Rom. ix. 22. Gop willing
to fhew his wrath, and to make his power known,
endures with much long-fuffering the vefiels of
- wrath fitted to deftru&tion. 'What force then can
any rebels have to refift the prefence and power
of that Gop, who can, in a moment, deftroy
the vifible world, yea, frown the whole univerfe
into ruins! See Charnock’s admirable Difcourfe
on the Power of Gobp, vol. 1. fol.

4. Comfort to all true chriftians richly arifes
from the omnipotence of Gop. As omnipotence
is an ocean that cannot be fathomed, fo the
comforts from it are ftreams that cannot be ex-
haufted! What joy can be wanting to that man
who finds himfelf folded in the arms of omni-
potence! This divine perfection, as well as all
others, is made over to every believer in the
covenant of grace---I wiLL B Yyour Gop. Here

Vor. 11 Zz 15
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i1s COMFORT in all aFFLICTIONS and DISTRESSES:
Gop will be with his people in trouble, he will
deliver them and honour them, Pf. xci. 15. Call
upon me in the day of trouble, T will deliver
thee, and thou fhalt glorify me, P{. 1. 15. Com-
fort in all ftrong corruptions and violent fempiations:
Be ftrong in the Lorp, and in the power of his
might, Eph. vi. ro. Be ftrong in the grace
which is in Chrift Jefus, 2 Tim. 11, 1. My grace
is fufficient for thee, 2 Cor, x11. 9. I cando all
things through Chrift which firengtheneth me,
Philip. iv. 13. By the invincible power of Gon,
we may conquer devils and lufts as dreadful as
hell, but not fo mighty as heaven! Iere is
firm ground of comfort, that all the pronufes
fizall be performed. Goodnefs is fufficient to
make a promife; but power 1s necefiary to per-
form a promife. Men that are honeft and fin-
cere often cannot make good their words, be-
caufe fomething may intervene which may fhorten
their ability ; but nothing can difable Gop, with-
out diminifhing his life, and deftroying his god-
head. See Dr. Clark’s excellent Collection of
the Promifes, 12mo. recommended by Dr. Watts.

From the almighty power of Gop, we derive
the comfort and aflurance of final perfeverance
in grace and holinefs. The apoftle, fpeaking of
the weak behever, fays, Gop is able to make
him ftand, Rom. xiv. 4. I give unto my fheep

eternal
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eternal life, and they fhall never perith, neither
fhall any man pluck them out of my hand---My
father which gave them me is greater than a//
the enemies of a chriftian, and no man is able
to pluck them out of my father’s hand---1 and
the father are one---Joh. x. 28---30. We are
kept by the mighty power of Gop, and nothing
thall feparate us from the love of Gop in Chrift
Jefus cur Lorp, Rom. viil. 39.

Comfort in the loweft ftate of the church of
Chrift; and that 1s in the prefent day.  We have
two precious confiderations to keep up our {pi-
rits,: 1. Gop will not forfake his intereft in the
world: 2. He 1s about to bring on a moft-glo-
rious flate of things, in the {piritual reign of
Chrift, all over the earth. Let thefe wwo
thoughts infpire us with fortitude, cheerfulnefs,
and zeal. Gop will not leave us now; he will
make his abode with thofe few lively chriftians
in Sardis who fhall walk with Chrift in white, for
they are worthy, being made {o by the righteouf-
nefs of Chrift and the holy qualities of the Spirit
of Gop, which adorn their fouls, and beautfy
their life and converfation; and, in his own due
time, the earth fhall be filled with the know-
ledge of Gop, as the waters cover the fea, Ifa.
Xl1.. 9.

We will conclude our ufes of the divine power

with a ftriking and judicious remark of the cele-
Z1z2 brated



[ 364 1

brated Charnock, in that part of his Difeourle
on the Power of Gobo, which treats on the pro-
pagation of chriftianity: ¢ The great fuccefs of
the doétrine under all forts of difficulties---this
fhould be often meditated upon to form our un-
derftanding to a full affent to the gofpel, and
the truth of it, to confirm us floutly in its
heavenly origin; the want of which confidera-
tion of Gop’s power, the cuftomarinefs of an
education in the outward profeflion of it, is the
ground of all the prophanenefs under it, and
apoftacy from it; the difefteem of the TruTH it
declares; and the neglet of the puTies it en-
joins. The more we have a profpe&t and fenfe
of the imPressions of divine power in the gof-
pel, the more we fhall have a reverence of the
divine precepts, and the more we fhall feel ar-
dent gratitude, for the glorious and aftonithing

dilcoveries of truths which were hid in Gop
from eternity.”

VI. Gop isomMNnIscIENT; or, he knows
al THINGS.

Knowledge is that power of the divine mind
by which he underftands and confiders all things
in their nature, powers, properties, differences,
and relations to each other; together with all
the circumftances belonging to their exiftence.

The knowledge of Gop has five fingular and
glorious properties, It is clear and ditin&;
nat



365 1

not dark and confufed---it is deep and intimate,
piercing into the very eflences of all things; not
fhallow and fuperficial, like the knowledge of
men---it 1s infallible and certain; not doubtfu}
and liable to error, 1. e. mifconceptions and pre-
judices---the divine knowledge is ealy and plea-
fant; not acquired with ftudy, labour, and dif-
ficulty, like the knowledge of man---knowledge
in Gop is always prefent and altual; not liable
to be loft, like our’s, by defefts of memory or
old age. His knowledge is univerfal, extend-
ing to all objelts, perfons, altions, qualities,
good and evil. It extends to all objelts in
heaven, earth, and hell; to all things paft, pre-
fent, and future; and Gop knows himfelf in the
moft clear, deep, perfett, and certain manner:
our knowledge, when compared with the divine,
appears to be narrow, partial, and piece-meal;
reaching to a few perfons and things: but Gop’s
knowledge extends to all objelts in the moft un-
bounded manner, from eternity to eternity, with-
out the leaft decay or increafe, thro’ an infinite
duration. Divine Revelation gives us glorious
evidences of the knowledge of Gop: we muit
only fele& a few: Thou Gop feeft me, Gen, xvi.
13. The Lorp is a Gop of knowledge, 1 Sam.
il. 3. The Lorp looks on the heart, 1 Sam.
xvi.7. Thou only knowet the bearts of all the
children of men, 1 Kings, viil, 39. I know

their
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their imagination even now before I have brought
them into the land, Deut. xxx1. 27. Shall any
teach Gop knowledge---Hell 1s naked before him
---Job xxi. 22. xxvi. 6. His eyes are upon man,
xxxiv. 21. He fees under the whole heaven,
xviil, 24. Doth he not {ee all my ways and count
all my fteps? xxxi. 4. He that formed the eye,
thall he not fee? Pt xciv. 9. Thou underftandeft
my thoughts afar off, cxxxix. 2. The eyes of
tne Lorp run to and fro thro’ the whole earth,
to fhew himfelf ftrong, 2 Chron. xvi. 9. Iknow
their forrows, Exod. iii. 7. I know the things
that come into your mind, every one of them,
¥zek. xi. 5. Your father {ceth in fecret, Matth,
vi. 4. He knoweth that you have nced of all
thefe things, Matth. vi. 32. Thou knoweft all
things, Joh. xxi. 17.  O! the depth of the know-
ledge of Gop, Rom. x1. 33. All things are¢ na-
ked before him, Heb.1v.13. Gob is light, and
in him 1s no darknefs or igrorance at all, 1 Joh,
1. 5. His being ftiled light, includes know-
ledge, purity, and happinefs, in the utmoft
perfection.

Uskes of the oMmnviscrence of Gon.
1. There 1s an 1mmediate and fpecial agency
of providence, 1.e. Gob deeply concerns him-
felf in all the minuteft affairs of the univerfe;
and immediately, by his agency, preferves and
zoverns all created beings, according to their
various
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various natures, animate or inanimate, material
or {piritual, rational and immortal. He in-
terefts himfelf in the life of {parrows, and even
numbers the hairs of our head; and ’tis the glo-
rious peculiarity of the gofpel to reprefent Chrift
Jefus, the incarnate fon of Gop, as the imme-
diate adminiftrator of all the affairs of the world
of nature, providence, and grace, and the grand
manager and difpofer of all perfons and things
in heaven, earth, and hell. It is therefore an
a&t of wifdom, juftice, and gratitude in us, who
love him, to view every thing in this light, ac-
cording to the gofpel revelation. Let me here,
in a few words, ftate the true notion of his fpe-
cial providence: the providence of Chrift is the
exercife of his infinite perfections in all the mo-
tions and events of the natural world: he deeply
interefts himfelf in all the minute affairs of the
world; and immediately, by his own prefence
and power, preferves and governs all created
beings according to their various natures, asma-
terial or immaterial, as vegetative, anumal, ra-
tional, and angelical. Chrift preferves and go-
verns dead matter, as dead matter : he preferves
and governs vegetable and animal beings, ac-
cording to their natures: he preferves and g0-
verns rational and voluntary agents as fuch, and
rules them by motives fuited to their nature,

powers, and fprings of altion.
Chrift
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Chrift ufually effeCts all his purpofes in the
courfe of his providence without difturbing the
order of nature, or offering any violence to the
Jaws of the univerfe, which he himfelf has eftab-
lifhed: but at the fame time we may joyfully
obferve, that the Scripture gives us abundant
inftances of fingular interpofitions eof his provi-
dence in favour of his people; and the promifes
of temporal bleflings, and the prayers and praifes
of wife and good men in the bible, evince Chrift’s
{pecial attention, care, and voluntary agency,
in behalf of our fpiritual and temporal welfare ;
not now to urge his miraculous operations, which

were exerted in a {pecial manner for the fafety of
the Jewith people.

Chrift inceflantly exerts his preferving and go-
verning power and wifdom in a manner perfeétly
confiftent with the liberty of rational and intel-
ligent agents : he offers no violence to the un-
derftanding and will of mankind. Men are not
to be governed like brute beafts, or machines:
the liberty of the will is eflentially neceffary to
good and ¢vil in the moral altions of men;
otherwife they cannot be accountable at the tri-
bunal of Gop, and are uncapable of reward or
punithment. Chrift preferves and governs unre-
generate men as unregenerate : he preferves and
governs regenerate men as regenerate : the for-
mer are governed by moral motives, adapted to

fear
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fear and hope, as having one rational ptinciple,
but depraved : the latter are governed as having
two principles or {prings of altion, one of which
is depraved, the other is holy; and therefore a
chriftian is capable of being governed by holy
motives, adapted to his fear, hope, love, grati-
tude, intereft, honour, fhame, pleafure, and love
of glory, i. e. felf-love and joy, in connexion
with Gop.

‘The providence of Chrift doth not at all fet
afide the ufe of wife and proper means on our
part, both in the affairs of temporal life and in
the greater work of falvation and godlinefs.
Chrift infilts on it, as our indifpenfible duty, to
ufe all the means vigoroufly which his wildom
~ and goodnefs have appointed; and then we are
cheerfully to leave all events to him, confiding
in him to do all for the beft, which he will be
fure to do for all that love and obey himy. At
the farmme moment we muft lay it down as an
eternal maxim of wifdom, That we ought to
ufe all means and methods which our beft pru-~
dence judges proper in any particular cafe, and
we are ungrateful to Chrift and injurious to our-
felves if we do not; becaufe the providence of
Chrift moft affuredly doth always {imile upomn,
and co-operate with wife and prudent means to
bring about the defired effeé, or the happy

cvent
Vor. 11 Aaa
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event we hope for; which 1s rarely accom-
plithed without a due ufe of the means. From
the above thoughts * on fpecial providence, we
may draw powerful confolation for all true be-
lievers.

2. CoMmrorT to every true chriftian in the
world. Your fincerity cannot be unknown to
Gop; your grace cannot be hid; your fecret
prayers, your tender regards for Gop, your
earneft defires after Chrift, and your delight in
his perfon, beauty, and grace, cannot efcape
the notice of his eye, nor fail to meet with the
affeCtionate approbation of his heart. Your
fighs and wants are all open before him; and
although millions of cries are fent up to him at
the fame moment, yet thofe petitions have all
a diftin&t file in an unbounded underftanding,
which dilcerns and comprehends them all at the
fame inftant or point of time. Here is flrong
comfort for upright fouls agzinft all the plots of
men and devils. Gob’s vaft mind pierces thro
them all, and fees every malicious defign to the
very bottom : he will never be too late in con-
founding them all.

3. Terror te all impenitent finners arifes
from the omnifcience of Goo., Secrefy in fin is
| no

* The prefent alarming fituation of this kingdom, and the fears of
fericus chriftians, excited e to infert the above thoughts on the fpecial

providence of Chrift, which were defigned for the third volume of this
work,
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no refuge or covering from the omniprefent eye
of Gopo. He fees through all your fouls: he
difcerns all the fprings of altion to the very
bottom: his eyes are like a flame of fire, and
they run to and fro through the whole earth:
hell is naked before him! What madnefs is it
to be carelefs of fins committed many years ago:
they are as frefh in the mind of Gop as though
they were committed this minute. He knows
his own holy naturc and law: he knows your
unholy nature, and hatred of his law: he knows
the infinite evil of fin, as it ftrikes at an infinite
Gop, and fixes a ftain in the foul through an in-
finite duration, unlefs wafhed out by the atoning
blood of Chrift. Fly, then, to the infinite mercy
of Gop through that atonement, or you are loft
for ever.

4. Let us never be proud of our knowledge.
When we compare it with the unbounded know-
ledge of Gob, it appears to be lefs than nothing,
and vanity! How obfcure and confufed are our
beft 1deas!---how fuperficial and fhallow is our
knowledge !---how doubtful and hable to mif-
takes in our underftandings! With what labour
and hard ftudy do we gain a little knowledge ;
and how eafily is it loft again by a fever in the
brain, a fudden and dangerous fall of the body,
a defeft in the memory, or a decay by age!
How fhort and {canty are our ideas of the beft

Aaaz2 objelts -
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chjedts; and how few things do we know to any
gaod purpofe.

O! my dear friends, let us frequently com-
pare eur knewledge with the infinite underftand-
ing of Gob: and let us abhor all pride of our
parts and our learning, for really ’tis nothing
when compared with Gop. Let us be deeply
humble at the feet of Chrift, who knows all
things. He perfectly knows his father, Matth.
xi. 27. He has all the vaft treafures of wifdom
and knewledge dwelling in him, Colof. ii. 3.
He knows all men---he knew what was in man,
John ii. 24, 25. He knew from the beginning,
who they were that believed not, and who fhould
betray him, John vi. 64. All the churches fhall
know that his eyes are as a flame of fire---and
that he accurately {earches the reins and heart;
and will give to every one of his people accord-
ing to their works, Rev. ii. 18, 23. Let us
apply to him for all knowledge of Gop and our-
felves, with our whole duty and happinefs, and
rejoice that he knows all things, and knows that
we love him and delight in him, as the fupreme
good and reft of our fouls for time and eternitye
Amwen,

REFLEXION,.

What an aftonithing being is the human foul !
it is a being, i. e. a fingle uncompounded fub-
ftance, a perfeft one, an intire monad, or a one

undivided
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undivided living exiftence! a fpirit, a felf-altive,
rational being, endued with underftanding, will,
and affetions: a creature that can reafon con-
cerning Gop and itfelf, and is able to furvey its
own being and ideas; and, whatis more wonder-
ful, it is able to furvey Gop’s being and ideas;
and to compare the idea of the nature of Gop,
and the idea of our own nature together, and to
draw inferences from Gop and ourfelves, and to
underftand the agreement or difagreement be-
tween Gop and ourfelves. What an aftonifhing
creature is this, that can furvey the ideas of
Gob, angels, men, and devils, in ten thoufand
modes of perception! a creature that is in a ftate
of thought, or confcioufnefs, inceffant, unavoid-
able, unfuppreflible, and inextinguifhable: a
creature that is in a ftate of volition and un-
avoidable motion, in a flate of incefl:nt and un-
avoidable capacity of receiving ideas, new ideas,
from heaven, earth, and hell, all through life,
and to ecternity !

What a grand idea of the foul is this! it can-
not ceafe from thought by its own choice or
power, or by the choice and power of any crea-
ture. 'This foul is an image of the {pirituality,
eternity, omniprefence, immutability, life, omni-
potence, and omnifcience of Gon. There is no
other creature like Gop, but the {oul, in all this
vaft univerfe, It is a fpirir, and therefore like

Gop
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Gonb the fupreme Spirit---it is eternal in its du-
ration and defires, and therefore an image of the
eternity of Gop---it flies through infinite fpace
in 2 moment of time, and in this view it is an
image of the omniprefence of Gob---it is quite
unchangeable in its eflence, and therefore it re-
fembles the immutability of Gop---it hath an
amazing felf - activity and power to move the
body, and ten thoufand other bodies around us,
and therefore it refembles the life and omnipo-
tence of Gop-~-the foul hath an inextinguithable
thirft after freth knowledge, or new ideas of truth,
and thus it refembles the omnifcience of Gou.
- 'Who but an ideot or a madman would under-
value, abufe, or expofe to ruin a foul of fuch
tremendous powers, of {uch infinite worth, and of
fuch capacities of enjoying happinefs, as long as
Gonp fhall poffefs his own infinite perfections!

Sele&t BOOXKS on the NATURAL PERFECTIONS
of GOD.

1. CrarnNccek is the greateflt author I ever read ; and I have read him
for near thirty-fix years with unutrerable advantage and delight; and
I am more indebted to him for affiftance in thefe Contemplations on Gun
than to any other author whatfeever. I cannot but warmly recommend
him to the regard of all young ftudents of divinity, who are lovers of
truth, and who wifh, above all things, to plunge themfelves into the
ocean of the divine perfedtions.

2. Dr. Jonn Wrrklmns is a man of a ftrong and judicious mind : his
thoughts on the Natural and Moral Perlections of Gor are exceedingly
correft and clear, Y ou are never weary of reading an author of the beft
fenfe and well digefied knowledge.---S¢e his Principles and Duties of
Religion, 8vo. 4th edit. 16g9.

3. ABERNETHY, on the Natural and Meral Perfedtions of Gob,
2 vols. Svo. 1757, 15 a man of great underftanding, of a mafculine turn
of thought,

4. Dr. Jonx Gine’s Difcourfes on the Artributes of Gop, are clear,
judicivus, and very corredt,---Body of Divinity, vol, 1. p. jo0--213
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