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A clear and diftin& idea of GOD is of the
higheft importance and ufe to all true curis-
Trans.---Serious people have very obfcure and
confufed ideas of their heavenly father.---They
ought to feek the beft convcerTiONS poflible,
---Their wispoM, DIGNITY, and HAPPINESS,
very much depend upon their apprehenfions
of the cuaracter of the GOD they adore.---
The proper idea of the glorious NATURE and
cuaRAacTER of GOD---He is a spiriT, 1. e.
invifible life and activity; poflefled of uNDER-
sTANDING and free choice.---The juft ipEA of
a sPIRIT 1s that of a felf-altive percipient B:-
iNG.---He is to be confidered as an unbounded
{pirit in puraTiON, and therefore ETERNAL
---unbounded in effence, and therefore omni-
PRESENT---IMMUTARLE in his nature, perfec-
tions, and purpofes.---As he is an ative {piri,
we confider his Lire and oMwniPoTENCE; and,
1s a rational {pirit, he is poffeflfed of infinite

underftanding
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underftanding and XxNOWLEDGE.---As he is a
fpirit of free will and choice, he is poffefled
of abfolute, independent, and eternal pomi-
nioN.---Here we confider the infinite pPrERO-
caTIves of GOD.---As he is a {pirit, poffefled
of the beft arrecTIOoNs and TasTE, we confider
his love and hatred : his efteem, complacency,
benevolence, and delight: his mercy, patience,
and grace: his anger, zeal, and wrath.---As
he is a {fpirit poffefled of the moft amiable
QUALITIES, we confider his wispoMm, pIGNITY,
GOODNESS, HOLINESS, JUSTICE, SINCERITY,
TRUTH, and FAITHFULNESS.---And, to com-
pleat his whole lovely charaéter, we confider
his ALL-SUFFICIENCY, GLORY, JoY, and HaP-
pINEsS. This is the GOD difcovered to us
by DIVINE REVELATION.

LTHOUGH 1 have inured myfelf to fre-

quent contemplations on the nature and
perfeions of Gop, for near forty years; and
notwithftanding the fubje¢t is the moft fuited to
dignify the underftanding, and fill our rational
powers with unutterable delight: yet I freely
declare I have fuch a confcioufnefs of the dark-
nefs and weaknefs of my mind, that I feel a facred
terror mingling with the delight, and almoft de-
terring me from proceeding in the great and ar-
duous undertaking, of difcourfing on the glo-

rious Gop to my fellow-creatures,
But
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But as ignorance of Gobo is the fource of the
prefent wickednefs in Great-Britain; and as the
holy moral law requires us to know and love
Gop, on pain of eternal death: as the know-
ledge of Gob is the foundation of all true reli-
gion; and as I am under infinite obligations to
do all in my power to glorify Gop, and promote
the happinefs of my country, and the church of
Chrift: as I feel an ardent love to the rifing ge-
neration, and long to fee religion flourith in the
world: as I know I have but a fhort time to
live; that I am born for eternity; and muft foon
give an account of my time and advantages to
the glorious and invifible Gop, my redeemer
and judge: I therefore muft proceed to execute
that work which #E has afligned me.

In the ftrength and light of the great friend and
mafter of my foul, I will now give a clear and
concife reprefentation of each of the divine per-
fections; and fhall briefly hint at the pradtical
ufes which ought to be made from the diftin&t
view of each attribute of Gop.

I. Gop is a SsPIRIT.

A fpirit is invifible and immaterial, poffefled
of felf-aétive power, with underftanding, will,
and affe&tions, The fupreme being 1s ftiled the
invifible Gop, Colof. 1. 15. He is the king
eternal, immortal, invifible, 1 Tim, 1, 17, Jelus

VoL. 11. Tt aflures
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affures us that a{pirit i1s not matter,---a {pirit hath
not fleth and bones as ye fee me have, Luke
xxiv. 39. A {pint is poflefled of life, or felf-
motion; the deity 1s fliled the living Gob, Jer.
x. 10. He has life in himfelf, Johnv. 26. His
underftanding is infinite, P{. cxlvit. 5. He works
all things according to the counfel of his will,
Eph. i. 11. He doeth according to his will in
the army of heaven, Dan. iv. 35. He hath af-
fections of love, John iii. 16. Of hatred---thou
hateft all workers of iniquity, Pf. v. 5. Thefe are
things that I hate, faith the Lorp, Zech. viii. 17.
Many other affetions are afcribed to Gop. He
is immortal---he is ftiled the incorruptible Gob,
Rom. i. 23. He hath immortality, 1. Tim. vi.
16. Theeffence of Gob and the effence of mat-
ter are totally different; the effence of matter is
folid extenfion and divifibility ; it is paffive to all
changes: but how horrid would it be for us to
fay that Gop is folid extenfion: that his being
may be divided: or that he is a paflive exift-
ence. There is nothing paflive in him. Matter
is without underftanding or thought; but Gobp
1s all conlcioufnefs. Matter cannot review its
own exiftence; but Gop can underftand and re-
view himfelf, and all things elfe, in his vaft
univerfe,

Uscks
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Uszs of the spiriTUuaLITY of Gob.

1. How abfurd and abominable are all pic-
tures of the invifible, incomprehenfible, and im-
mortal Gop! What man can paint the pifture
of his own foul?  'What man can make an image
of the invifible atmofphere, or the animal {pirits
in brutes and human bodies? How then is it
pofiible to carve out an image of the nature and
attributes of Goo! Let us abhor the fottith
and abfurd praétice of the papifts, who have
often painted or carved Gop in the figure of an
old man. Let us proteftants never debafe Gop
and our own fouls at this rate; but let us feek
after the moft {ublime and exalted ideas of Gob,
and at the fame time we thall dignify ourfelves:
for Gob is more to be known by the confidera-
tion of a foul, in its noble powers and paffions,
than by any other creatures in the vifible world.

2. If Gop be a fpirit, then we fee how we
can only converfe with him, and that is by
our {pirits, our thoughts, and affeGtions: and
O! how fweet is it for a regenerate man to feel
Gov’s infinite life and activity in his own foul;
giving true fatisfaction,” joy, and happinefs to our
fpirits; infufing deep peace into the confcience,
light into the mind, love into the affe¢tions, and
itrength into all our altive powers.

3. Is Gob a fpirit? then take heed and be-
ware, not only of flefhly lufts, but of thofe
Tt which
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which are more {piritual and diabolical ; fuch a:
pride, hatred, malice, envy, revenge, infidelity,
and enmity againft Gop: the flefhly lufts of glut-
tony, drunkennefs, and whoredom brutify the
foul; yea, they fink us vaftly below the beafts:
but fpiritual and intelletual fins form us more
into the image of the devil, and infpire us with
the temper of hell. O! my dear friends, let us
paint thefe hateful tempers in the moft ugly co-
lours, and let us flee from them as from {o many
vifible devils in the regions of darknefs! On
the other hand,

4. Let us take moft care of that part of our
felves wherein we are like to Gop, i.e. our {pi-
ritual and immortal fouls. The foul was origi-
nally made an image of the wifdom, power,
goodnefs, beauty, and immortality of Gob:
let us ftrive, by prayer and ardent meditation,
to regain this loft image of Gop for our fouls.
O ! moft blefifed Gop and Saviour, make us wife
by thy wifdom; ftrong in virtue, by thy power;
great and good by thy goodnefs; immortally
happy 1n thy love and grace. Let us rife into
the richeft dignity of mind and manners; blefs
us with a refined and delicate tafte, that we may
feel the moft exquifite pleafures, from a percep-
tion of thyfelf, as the original beauty, and the
fource of eternal life and love.

11, Gap
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II. Gop is ETERNAL.

The eternity of Gop 1s the moft unchangeable
permanency of hisnature and being, as compleat
in himfelf, and independent of all perfons and
things. Hz is not only without end, but without
beginning or fucceflion in his duration; which is
the moft perfeft manner of exiftence.

The idea of eternal duration naturally and ne-
ceffarily forces itfelf upon the human mind ; we
cannot poflibly avoid it, whilft we rightly ule
our underftanding. Something muft have exifted
from eternity; for, if there ever had been nothing,
there never could have been any thing. It muift
appear to every man of common fenfe, that in-
telligence is eternal; in fome being prior to man;
otherwife, how could the millions of human
beings pofiels underftanding. The altual intel-
ligence which formed the world, and ftill governs
it, is feated in one eternal mind: the mighty and
glorious fource of all creatures, 1s one everlafting
{pring of thought---one confcious underftanding
principle, whichis Gob. The moft clear idea we
can formof the divine eternity, is, that it includes
felf-exiftence, neceffary exiftence, independence,
and unchangeable duration: this 1is the moft
proper conception of the eternity of Gop; and it
1s 2 moft {ublime and grand idea, which dignifies
every underftanding, that receives and retains it.
There is no one attribute which appears more

venerable,
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venerable, than that of ablolute, independent
eternity; ’tis thelife of all the attributes of Gob.
BenEVOLENCE In man decays, unlefs fupported by
eternity; GRATITUDE dies, without eternity;
FrIENDSHIP with Gop and our fellow-chriftians,
the moft pure, ardent, and refined, withers and
perifhes, without the eternity of Gob, to animate,
cherith, fupport, and enlarge it; sarvaTrion itfelf
would die, without the eternity of Gop.*

The Scriptures give us copious and triumphant
declarations of the eternal duration of the divine
nature; and I verily believe the holy {pirit has
amplified fo much on this head, on purpofe to
give all true chnftians the moft durable and vic-
torious confolation, under all the troubles of
human life.

This 1s the Scripture reprefentation of Gobp’s
ETERNITY : the everlafting Gop, Gen. xx1. 33.
The eternal Gop is thy refuge, and underneath
are the everlafting arms, Deut. xxxii1. 27. Eter-
nity of Ifrael, 1. Sam. xv. 29g. The Lorp fhall
endure for ever, PL. ix. 7. civ. 31. From ever-
lafting to everlafting, thou art Gob, Pf. xc. 2.
The Lorp fhall reign for ever, cxlvi. 10. Thy
years thall have no end, cii. 27.  Thy throne from
generation to generation, Lam. v. 19. Hismercy
endureth for ever, twenty-fix times repeated,

Pf. cxxxvi.

® Qurexiftence, powers, good qualities, or graces and comforts of the
heart, would all die for ever, without the eternity of Gop, to foppors
g enliven tiem,
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Pf. cxxxvi. Thy name, O! Lorbp, endureth for
ever, cxxxv. 13. Theeverlafting Gop the Lorp,
Ifa. xl. 28, O! Lorp, thy name is from ever-
lafting, Ixiil. 16. I am the firft and the laft,
xli. xliv. xlvii.  He inhabiteth eternity, lvii. 13.
The everlafting king, Jer. x. 10. His dominion
is everlafting, Dan. 1v. 3, 34. Eternal power
and godhead, Rom. 1. 20. Everlafting Gonp,
Rom. xvi. 26. Eternal {pirit, Heb. ix. 14. The
king eternal, 1. Tim. 1. 17. The alpha and omega,
Rev. 1. 8. The firft and the laft, Rev. ii. 8.
The beginning and the ending, Rev. xxii. 13.
He was, and is, and is to come, Rev.iv. 8. He
liveth for ever and ever, v. 14. xv. 7.

Uses of the eTerNIiTY of Gob,

1. Let the eternity of Gop excite our FEar,
concerning the fins we have committed long ago.
All our fins in childhood, youth, and riper years,
are frefh in the mind of an eternal Gop, as tho’
they were committed this very moment, O!
firs, all our filthy thoughts, our filthy words, and
our impure actions, of every kind, are, this mi-
nute, frefh in the memory of the eternal Gop'!
What canwedo? we can neither deny, nor ¢over,
nor extenuate our crimes! Let us flee, inftantly
flee, to the perfet obedience, to the redemption,
the facrifice, the fatisfa&tion of the fon of Gop,
for pardon, acceptance, and fanétification. No-
thing, nothing but the blood of the fon of Gop,

can
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can walh out our fins, and make our blood-red
crimes as white as {now.

2. Is Gop eternal ? then let -us pray that our
holy tempers, converfation, and altions, may be
eternal as our exiftence! The eternity of Gop
is the invincible fecurity of our abfolute and final
perfeverance in grace. This 1s a ground of con-
fident expectation, that my powers, my graces,
the lovely qualities and comforts of my heart,
fhall be'as immortal as my exiftence. Mrs. Rowe,
m her letter to Dr. Watts, prefixed to her fe-
raphic exercifes of the heart, fpokelike a glorious
chriftian; ‘¢ as long as Gob exifts, my BeInc and
HAPPINESS 1s fecure.” Time, and death, and
devils, can never deftroy the life infufed by the
breath of the living and eternal Gob.

3. We have a moft triumphant evidence that
Chrift 1s the true Gop, and eternal life.  He muft
be Gop, for his exiftence 1s eternal; he is
without beginning of days, or end of life, Heb.
vii. 3. He is before all things; and by him all
things confift, Col. 1. 17. He was in the be-
ginning with Gop, Johni. 2. Jehovah poflfeffied
him in the beginning of his way, i.e. of his dé-
crees and purpofes. He was fet up from ever-
lafting, i. e. eternity, Prov. viii. 22, 23. His
goings forth were from of old, from everlafting,
1. e. eternity, Micahv. 2. Heisthe{ame yellter-
day, i.e, eternity---to day, 1. e¢.In time---and for

ever,



[ 337 1

ever, 1. e. when time fhall be no more, Heb.
xiil. §, Believer! rejoice; thy Gop and Saviour is
eternal : he 1s without fucceffion, beginning, or
end: his infinite perfetions are all eternal: he
pofieffes the boundlefs and endlefs life of a felf-
exifting Gob; and his unbounded life and blef-
fednefs is the inyincible fecurity of my life and
thine. Triumph, therefore, with an unutterable
joy! give free range to all thy immortal powers
and paffions{ and let the whole empire of Gop
know the unlimited pleafures and gratitude of
thine heart! Rejoice! rejoice! and again | fay
rejoice in Gop thy precioys Saviour!

4. See the vaniry of the world in the eternity
of GOD. This world has been but of fhort
ftanding : the beauries and joys of it are perifh-
ing: they cannot therefore be fuited to a foul
that was created for eternity, Let us for a minute
fet the world in contraft with the eternal duration
of Goo. The goods of this world depend upon
fancy; but Gob is fubftantial good. This world
“1s deceitful and treacherous---it betrays our hopes
and our fouls; but the eternal Gop is fincere and
faithful, and will never deceive us, Worldly
goods are a vexatious vanity; but Gop gives
{weet and fatisfying delight. A little crofs will
embitter the greateft worldly goed; but the
greateft vexations cannot deftroy the fruition of
Gop. The pleafures of this world are only a

VoL. 1L Uu tedious
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tedious revetition of the fame thallow fenfations;
but Gop, as the eternal ocean of good, yields
pleafures ever {weet and ever new. The longer
we enjoy worldly good, the more infipid and
naufeating are its pleafures; but the longer we
poffefs the prefence and favour of an eternal
Gonb, the more precious and pure are the plea-
fures we enjoy. This world will yield us no
fupport or relief when we moft want it, that is,
under horrors of confcience, and in the agonies
of death; but Gobp is a {fweet and fure relief at
thofe dreadful feafons. Worldly good is unfuit-
able to the mmmortal nature, powers, dignity,
and unbounded paflions of the foul; but Gob is
a fpirit, an eternal fpirit, a {uitable and pure
good, adapted to our immortal defires after
knowledge and happinefs. Worldly good is
fickle, variable, and unftable; but an eternal
Gob 1s never fickle, never variable, never un-
ftable, but always the fame---the fame pure,
permanent, and ferene good, to enliven and
cheer the foul. Worldly good never fatisfies---
we always wifh for change, whether we are in
higher or lower circumftances of life---the pol-
tuting pleafures of earthly good never fatisfy---
they always decay in a moment---thefe pleafures
are {adly limited and under reftraint, attended
with bitter remorfe, and followed with a dread

of bad confequences---they are mixed up with
difgufts
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difgufts and loathings, and have moft horrid
damps and twinges, when the momentary witch-
craft of pleafure is over and gone ;---but Gop is
an infinite and eternal good, that always fatis-
fies, always ravithes the foul: the pleafures that
flow from his love are pure as a chryftal fpring,
and endure for ever: thefe pleafures are like
Gop ; you may range in them without bounds,
and without end: they are attended with no re-
morfe, and followed with no dread of confe-
quences: there is no decay in the goodnefs of
an eternal being; nothing to give you the leaft
difguft or loathing in the amiable Gob ; nothing
to damp your defires, or vex or twinge your
paflions, or fruftrate your hopes ; but every thing
to enliven, refrefh, and exalt your {fouls to the
higheft pitch of glory and perfetion in the
prefence of Gob.

5. Let all our actions and fervices have the
etErNIiTY of Gop ftamped upon them: let us
alt for eternity in all we do: let the fpirit of
eternity breathe in all our converfation: let us
hear and read for eternity : let us pray and praife
for eternity: let us do fome notable work for
the glory of the eternal Gon. O! my friends,
1 cannot be eafy to go out of time, without do-
ing fomething which fhall have the impreffion
of eternity---fomething that thall endure to eter-
nity. Is there nothing of eternity in our tem-

Uua pers,



[ 340 ]

pers, converfe, and altions ?---let us be roufed,
by a generous ambition, to live every day in the
{pirit and devotion of eternity.

6. CONSOLATION OFf COMFORT from the
ETERNITY of GOD.

His promifes are eternal---his mercy and love
are eternal---his covenant of grace is eternal,
and ordered well in all things, and fure---it con-
tains all our falvation, and is fully equal to our
infinite and eternal defires. Gobp being our Gop
in covenant, is an eternal good and portion to
our fouls; and the poffeflion of Gop will be as
freth and as fweet, as lively and as glorious, after
millions of ages are fpent, as he was at firft
when we tafted of his love, and entered into
friendfhip and converfe with him. O! believer,
thou canft not be poor---thou canft not be any
other than rich---to eternity.

As Gobp is eternal, here is {trong ground for
comfort againft the diftreffes of the church, and
the plots and threatenings of her enemies. All
their defigns and rage are pointed againft an

eternal Gop, who can and will ruin them for
ever and ever.,

If Gon be eternal, tien he hath as much power
4s will to be as good as his word. Thisis a
mighty thought, and big with eternal consoLa-
TION, ¢ that cur sicuriTY i greater than our

INTEREST,
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tnTEREST.”  We have the wvery being of an
eternal Gop, and all his eternal perfections,
ftaked down, to fecure our beflt intereft, i.e.
our eternal happinefs.

7. What a TERROR to wicked men is the eter-
nity of Gop. Every fin is an affront to the
eternity of Gopo. O, finner, how great is your
folly and madnefs to affront that Gop who lives
for ever, and will punith for ever: how dreadful
and intolerable will it be for you to be expelled
from the favour, and to lie under the impref-
fion, of a difpleafed and eternal Gop. Confider
this, ye that defy Gop, left he tear you in pieces,
and there be none to deliver.

1. Gop 1S OMNIPRESENT.

The omniprefence of Gop confifts in his being
at once, and at all umes, in all parts of the
univerfe, and intimately near to all his creatures.
As he is unbounded by time, he muit be eternal:
as he is unbounded in power, he muft be omni-

potent: fo he is unbounded by place or fpace,
and therefore is omniprefent.

Gop has a glorious prefence in heaven; a
powerful providential prefence on earth, giving
exiftence and fupport to all hig creatures every
moment. He has a gracious prefence with all
his people in every part of the world; and he
has an angry and terrible prefence with a]l wicked

men
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men on earth and in hell.  Whither can we flee
from thy prefence ? whither can we go from thy
fpirit? If we afcend to heaven, thou art there;
if we make our bed in hell, thou art there. If
we flee through unbounded fpace, Gob is there;
Pf. cxxxix. 7, 8: this pfalm is a glorious demon-
ftration of the omniprefence of Gop! Can any
man hide himfelf in fecret places that I fhall not
fee him? Do not I fill heaven and earth, faith
the Lord ? Jer. xxiil. 24: this is a ftriking evi-
dence of the divine omniprefence! He is not
far from every one of us; for in him we live,
and move, and have our being; Ads xvil. 27,
28. Gobp, as omniprefent, has a prefence of
power, of wifdom, of goodnefs, and of ven-
geance. He has a prefence of power, which all
the force of men and devils can never withftand
---a prefence of wifdom, which no devices of
devils, or craft of men, can over-reach or con-
found---a prefence of goodnefs and grace with
his people, which their capacities and infinite
defires can never exhauft---and a prefence of ven-
geance and wrath, which no wicked men can,
with the leaft eafe, ever endure.

Uses of Gob’s OMNIPRESENCE.
1. What comrorT will this truth give to every
good man 1n the world! Gob is prefent with
your heart every moment; he renews your life

and powers from moment to moment; he is
prefent
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prefent with your underftanding to enlighten it;
prefent with your will to perfect its freedom, and
fix it for Gop; he is prefent with your tafte, to
refine and elevate it to the beft and nobleft ob-
jets; prefent with all your paffions, to raife
them to things above; he is prefent with every
good word, to write it down; and prefent with
every good altion, to aflift, to encourage, ap-
prove, and reward it. 'What an infinite comfort
is it to think that Chrift is omniprefent! Lo, I
am with you always, Matth. xxviii. 20. Where-
ever two or three are gathered together in my
name, there am I in the midft of them, to blefs
and aflift them, Matth. xviii. 20, What a joy
is it to a real chriftian, to think that he cannot
fice from the eternal and omniprefent {pirit!
Heb. ix. 14. Pf. cxxxix. 7. The omniprefence
of Gop is not without the {pecial prefence of all
his glorious perfections: where his infinite effence
or being is, there his perfetions are, becaufe
they are only the divine eflfence exerted in differ-
ent manners; and thefe perfeGtions are the feveral
kinds of the manifeftations of Gop to his crea-
tures. Gob is prefent 1n his wiiddom, to guide us
continually, Ifai.lviil. 11---prefent in his power,
to protect and keep us as the apple of his eye,
Zech. 1i. 8---prefent in his goodnefs, to relieve
us---in his mercy, to pity us---in his fulnefs and
love, to refrefh and cheer our fouls, He is ready

to
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to fparkle out in. this or that perfeltion, as the
necefities of his people require, and his own
wifdom and prudence diret, for the higheft
glory of his lovely charater. Therefore let us
apply to him at all times, and in all places, by
faith and prayer, for the gracious exertion of
his ever-prefent perfetions, to cheer and ani-
mate our fouls. In all vielent semptations, he is
prefent to obferve their intention---to limit their
malignant influence---and to break and deftroy
their force. In all fharp affiZions, Gop is pre-
fent to thew himfelf ftrong towards them that
Iove him---he will fhew ftrong affeftions---he
will fpeak ftrong confolation to the heart---and
exert a firong arm for our deliverance. In all
duties of worfhip, he is prefent to hear and an-
{fwer our prayers, with infinite readinefs and de-
light. In all fpecial and great fervices for Gop,
he is prefent to give fuitable affiftance, equal to
our mighty labours, and generous actions, done
for the honour of Gop. Thofe who lay them-
felves out with the wifeft zeal, and indefatigable
diligence, fhall never find Gob to forfake them.
No, no, I will never, never, never, leave thee.
Heb. xu1. 5. Let this be an eternal {pring of
courage and refolution to every wife and worthy
chriftian in the world; let it animate us to do
every thing poffible to difcover and difplay the
magnificence and glorious majefty of Gep, and

reprefent
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reprefent his perfections as lovely as pofiible to
all young chriftians. This, this i1s our bufinefs
and glory: and what car animate us more to it,
than the confideration of the omniprefence of
all the attributes of Gob ?

2. Let us give the utmoft attention to the
omniprefence of Gop at all times, and in all
companies, Sir Ifaac Newton never mentioned
the name of Gop without a vifible paufe in his
difcourfe. His thoughts on the divine omni-
prefence, at the end of his two immortal works,*
are moft fublime and ravithing. A man of true
tafte will never be weary, never be difgufted,
with his ideas. They have the happielt fitnefs
to enrich and dignify our underftandings every
moment of life. Let me charge myielf, and
exhort my reader, to be much in actual thoughts
of this grand truth of Goo’s omniprefence, con-
nected with wifdom and goodnefs. This prefence
of Gop will {fweeten our exiftence, and be pro-
dutive of a thoufand good confequences.  Right
ideas of omniprefence will be a powerful fhield
againft violent temptations and wilful fins---it
will be a mighty ftimulus or {pur to holy actions
---and will cure many fad diftrac¢tions in divine
worfhip. Above all, feek for the fpecial, vital,
influential prefence of Gop, which 1s infinitely
beyond the prefence of the deity with all inferior

VoL, 11. XX creatures,

* Ppincirla and OrTics,
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creatures, and is the peculiar privilege and dig-
nity of the ferious people of Goob.

3. The omniprefence of Gop ought to be a
terror to all wicked men, and 1t will be {o 1n a
fhort time, however they may fet Gop at defi-
ance for the prefent. They treat the omniprefent
being with infinite contempt in ten thoufand
inftances, and will dare to commit that 1n the
prefence of Gop, which they would be afraid or
athamed to do before the eye of man; yea, would
blufh to commit in the prefence of a child. Men
do not practife that modefty before Gor, as they
often do before their fellow-men : afk the thief,
why he dares fteal? afk the adulterer, why he
dares be lewd ? Millions would blufth to fteal, or
be impure; before their fellow-creatures; and yet
they dare to alt thefe crimes before Gop. O'!
how do finners debafe and contemn the omni-
prefent Gop, as tho’ he were an abfent or an ig-
norant being! but how terrible will his omni-
prefence prove to all wilful and daring rebels!
The time will very foon come, when you fhall
find no hiding-place for your fouls or your crimes:
though you have been fo daring as to ftartle even
devils with your defperate exploits in {in, you
fhall find, very foon, omniprefent knowledge,
power, holinefs, majefty, dominion, and juftice,
all armed to feize and punith you for ever: and
if you could fly thro’ the utmolt extent of fpace, as

fwift
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{wift as a fun-beam, you will find Gop there
prefent before you, to make you feel the dreadful
punifhment of your crimes.

IV. Gop 1s IMMUTABLE.

The immutability of Gop arifes from the fim-
plicity and {pirituality of his nature. The {im-
plicity of Gop confifts in his freedom from all
kind of compofition or mixture, either of prin-
ciples or of parts. The divine immutability
confifts in a freedom from all kind of change or
inconftancy as to his nature, purpofes, and hap-
pinefs.  Gop is immutable in his effence or na-
ture---immutable in his knowledge, and all his
other perfetions---in his will and purpofes---
and he is equally unchangeable as to place, 1. e.
he 1s eternally and immutably omniprefent. A
changeable Gop 1s an abfurd idea in the human
underftanding : ’tis utterly repugnant to all clear
and right apprebenfions of Gop. Iam the Lord,
I change not, Mal. iit. 6. Thou art the fame,
and thy years fhall have no end, Pf. cii. 27.
He is without any variablenefs, or the leaft tha-
dow of turning, Jam. 1. 17. The proofs of the
divine eternity give full evidence of the immu-
tability of Gop. Gop exifts by an abfolute ne-
ceflity; and that is always and ever the fame.
The changes in the world of nature, and the
changes in the operations and conduét of divine

providence,
Xx2
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providence, make no alteration in the perfec-
tions, purpofes, love, and bleffednefs of Gon.

Uses of the imMmurtaririTy of Gop.

1. The whole creation 1s lefs than nothing
and vanity when compared to Gop. Angels
have changed---man has changed from holinefs
and happinefs to fin and mifery---the whole world
1s full of changes every day and every hour; even
wife and good men are liable to many changes
in their mnward frame and outward eftate---they
know, by fad experience, that they are fub-
ject to many changes in their conceptions and
apprehenfions of divine objelts---in their tafte
and relifh for the glorious truths of the gofpel
---in their frames and feelings---in the affec-
tions of their fouls---in the exercife of their
their graces---and 1n their obedience and devo-
to Gop. Good men are hikewife liable to changes
in their temporal affairs and outward eftate: what
an inftance of mutability was Job, in his eftate,
family, health, and friends; fo that he might
well fay, ¢ Changes and war are againft me,”
Job x. 17. and at length came to his laft and
great change, craTH; asall men muft, even the
bett of men* But Gob pofrcf’fcs the fame un-
changeable life, perfections, happinets, and glory,
irom eternity to eternity---cver the fame, O
how great and wonderful is Gep! and what a
rothing 1s man! 2. What

* Dr. Gil's Bedy of Divinity, vol, 1, p. 70.
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2. What durable and invincible comrorT
arifes to all true chriftians from the immutability
of Gop! The unchangeable nature and love of
a good Gor 15 a mighty ground of {trong confo-
lacion to believers. 'The covenant of grace, with
all 1ts doltrines, promifes, and bleffings, are
eternally unchangeable. The Lord Jefus hath a
divine and infinite nature, and his fatsfaétion
for fin is divine and infinite, 2nd ever the fame
in the eye of juftice. Chrift and his blood, love,
and righteouinefs, is the fame yefterday, to day,
and for ever, Heb. i. 2. xiil. 8. The fpirit of
Gop is the fame in his nature, perfections, love,
and promifes; and will never forfake one foul
that he has made his temple. Perfeverance in
grace is affured with the unchangeable oath of
Gop to every believer; and eternal happinefs is
infured by the immutability of Gop in all his
perfonalities and perfections.  Let this excite us
to the moft gencrous zeal for the glory and in-
tereft of Chrift in the world. Therefore

3. Let us imitate Gop in the immutability of
his perfe@tions: let us pray and labour to be like
Gop as much as poffible, by {triving to be 1m-
moveable in holinefs, focial virtue, and ufeful-
nefs. This is reafonable: if Gop be immutable
in doing us good, we thould be unchangeable in
doing him fervice, to the utmoft of our power,
Tis our glory and intereft, our deepeft intereft

and
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and higheft glory, to be faithful to Chrift till
death, when he will give us eternal life, Rev. ii.
10. he fpeaks this to every believer in the world.
By a ftedfaft and immoveable difpofition to holi-
nefs and focial love, we fhall begin the happinefs
of heaven now: in heaven they are always full
of knowledge, love, and joy: they have the
fineft tafte, the moft exquifite fenfe of the beauty
of holinefs. Let us ardently pray and ftrive for
that tafte, that love, that joy, that zeal for Gop,
and refemblance to him, whilft here below.

4. Terror to all wicked men, thofe refolute
finners, who are determined, as much as poffible,
to be immutable in fin; or rather they are re-
folved to grow worfe and worfe, and advance
farther into the likenefs of the devil, and the
fpirit of hell. O! ye defperate madmen, what
will ye do! whither will ye flee when you fee
the immutable Gop come forth 1n all his holi-
nefs, majefty, and juftice, determined to punith
your crimes.

V. The r1rE and omNiroTENCE of Gob.

Life 1s a ftate of ative exiftence. In crea-
tures of the animal kind, life is a principle by
which the creature moves itfelf.  Self-motion 1s
true life; and the only thing by which a creature
thews 1tfelf to be alive is felf-motion. A power
to begin motion, and to continue motion, is a

rea!



