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in the true underftanding of their fenfe ; mighty
in our love and veneration for them; and mighty
in our ability to believe, explain, defend, and
adorn them---then we fhall rife fuperior to the
wifdom and {pirit of earth and hell, and be car-
ried forwards, in a powerful dire&tion, to the
very bofom and eternal kingdem of Gob,

ParoT II
Of the Book of the REVELATIONS.

We would, fays Dr. Newton, divide the Re-
velations into two parts; or, rather, the book
fo divides itfelf: for the former part procéeds,
as we have feen, in a regular and fucceflive feries,
from the apoftles days, to the consuMMAaTION of
aLL THINGS. Nothing can be added, but it muft
fall fome where or other within the compafs of
this period ; it muft, in fome meafure, be a re-
fumption of the fame fubje&s. And this latter
part of the Revelations may moft properly be
confidered as an enlargement and illuftration of
the former part of this book, which ends with
the xith chapter.

Several things which were only touched upon,
and delivered in dark hints before, require to be
more copiouily handled, and placed in a ftronger
light.

It was {aid that the BrasTt fhould make war
againft the witnefles, and overcome them: but
wwho



[ 305 1

who or what tlie BEAST is we may reafonably con-
jeGure indeed, but the apoftle himfelf will more
furely explain.

The tranfattions of the feventh trumpet are
here all fummed up and comprifed in a few verfess
but we fhall fee the particulars branched out and
enlarged into as many chapters.

In fhort, this Jatter part is deligned as a sue-
PLEMENT to the former, to complete what was de-
ficient---to explain what was dubious---to illufirate
what was obfcure. And as the former defcribed
more the deftinies of the Roman empire, fo this
latter part, which begins with the xiith chapter,
relates more to the ftates and conditions of the

chriftian church, quite down to the end of the
world.

Now, my dear reader, we are got into open
day-light ; we fee our way under the light of the
meridian fun. This obfervation of Dr. Newton
is the true, genuine, and infallible guide or key
of interpretation to this laft part of the Re-
velations.  Keep this in your mind, with one
rule more; which is, that the feven churches are
true emblems or reprefentations of the ftate of
the churches in all ages; and then you cannot
be at a lofs; you cannot be deceived.

And if you take up any expofitors of the Re-
velations, always examine and try them by thefe
two {ure rules. If they fail here, you may be

Yor. 11. Q_q cer:ain,
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certain, that although they may be learned and
pious men, yet they want the true key for un-
derftanding and interpreting this fublime and
wonderful book of Gop.

I muft not be prolix : it would be imprudent,
and inconfiftent with the plan of this work : it is
likewife unneceflary, becaufe if my readers fhall
underftand this fhort fcheme, and fee its clear-
nefs and certainty, it will be impofiible to reftrain
them from reading two of the laft and moft
matiterly expofitors of this book; I mean Dr,
Newton, bithop of Briftol, and the late Dr. John
Gill. Thefe are men of ftrong judicious minds :
they had the advantage of ftanding on the
fhoulders of Sir Ifaac Newton, Mr. Daubuz, and
Mr. Lowman: and it is no difparagement to
thofe very great men to affirm, thac thefe later
authors have cleared up many parts of the Re-
velations, which the former had left fomewhat
doubtful + and I do with joy affure my readers,
that there is now nothing remaining in obfcurity
that a wife and modeft enquirer would wifh to
know. All judicious fearchers into thefe matters
join with me in this folid conclufion, that fome
things in this book cannot be clearly known but
by the events; and, therefore, we ought to be
fully fatisfied, and exceedingly thankful, that, by
the help of thefe great men, we have fuch glorious

advantages for knowing fo much of the future
tranfactions
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tranfattions of Gop with the moral world, quite
down to the general conflagration and confum-
mation of all things,

I muftt conclude this Contemplation: but 1
forefee I fhall difappoint many of my beft and
deareft friends if I do not anfwer fome queftions,
which they will be eager to afk, concerning this
laft part of the Revelations. I love to gratify
the tafte of pious and generous enquirers after
truth; and therefore 1 devote a few pages to
their fervice,

QuEesTiOoNs on Caavp. xil

1. Who is the woman cloathed with the fun,
the moon under her feet, and adorned with a
crown of twelve ftars ?---Anfwer. The primitive
apoftolic church, cloathed with the glorious per-
feGtions and righteoufnefs of the eternal Son of
Gop; the ceremonial law, and this vain world,
under her feet; and adorned with the glorious
doftrines preached by the twelve apoftles of
Chrift.

2, Who is the man-child ?---Anfwer. Con-~
ftantine the Great, if you apply it to a fingle
perfon; or a race of lively chriftians, born to
Gop in his reign, if you apply it to a colleCtive
body of people.

3. Who is the great red dragon ?---Aniwer.
The devil, and the heathen Roman emperors

attuated and direCted by him,
Q.q 2 4. Who
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4. Who were Michael and his angels ?---An-
fwer. The Lord Jefus Chrift, with the chriftian
emperors, Conftantine and Theodofius; together
with all the lively preachers of the gofpel.

5. Who were the angels of the dragon ?---
Anfwer. The Roman pagan emperors, Dioclefian,
Galerius, Maximinus, Maxentius, Licinius, Ar-
bogaftes, and Eugenius, with many others with
them. Theodofius the Great cleared the empire
of paganifm. There never were any more pagan
emperors, and there is reafon to believe there
never will be any more to the end of the world.
- This is the meaning of the 8th verfe---Neither
was their place found any more in heaven, i. e.
in the Roman chriftian empire.

6. What was the flood which the dragon caft
out of his mouth ?---Anfwer. A flood of errors
and herefies, and a flood of barbarous nations,
the Goths, Huns, and Vandals, which broke in
upon the Roman chriftian empire,.

A view of the risE of PoPERY, under the IMAGE
of two fierce wild BEAsTS.
CuHar xilL
The beaft with ten horns 1s the pope of Rome

in his fecular powsr, with the ten kings that
fupport him.

The fecond beaft is the pope in his fpiritual
power,

Forty
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Forty and two months, at the rate of thirty
days to a month, is one thoufand two hundred
and fixty days, which is the fame as three years
and an half. A prophetic day is a year. The
time of the church’s being in the wildernefs, and
the time of the reign of the beaft, began to-
gether, and will end together,

CH AP xiv.

Here we have a view of the true church of
Chrift, with himfelf at the head of it, in con-
traft to the falfe church, with the beaft, i.e. the
pope, at the head of it, defcribed in the former
chapter. True believers are called virgins, in

oppofition to the popifh harlot.

Here is a vifion of three angels, i. e. gofpel
minifters-—-the firft denotes a fet of gofpel
preachers, who will rife up to preach the ever-
lafting gofpel, by flying through the chriftian
church---the fecond angel or preacher proclaims
the approaching downfal and utter ruin of po-
pery---the third angel or preacher comes out of
the temple, * i. e. the church of Chrift, and in-
treats Jefus to execute his judgments on the po-
pifh nations; which execution of divine wrath
is compared to reaping an harveft, and gathering
and preflipg the grapes of a vintage.

CuaAP. xv.

* The temple at Jerufalem is alluded to as the fcene of many of thefe
tr anfadtions in the Revelations,
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CHuHaAaP xV.

Contains a preparatory vifion before the pour~
ing-out of the feven vials, i.e. the bafons or
bowls full of the wrath of Gop, on all the
popifh kingdoms. Thefe plagues are the fame
with the third woe, and are an explanation of it,
and belong to the founding of the feventh trum-
pet, which brings on the {piritual reign of
Chrift.

Note, This chapter is a preparation to the
pouring-out of the feven vials, as chap. 1. is to
the fending of the feven epiftles to the churches;
and as chap. iv, is preparatory to the feven feals
and feven trumpets,

Cuapr xvi
Of the future pouring-out of the wraTH of
Gob on the Popi/b kingdoms, and on the Turki/h
empire.

Note, Thefe angels fignify wife and honeft pro-
teftant kings, and generals of proteftant armies,
who will be the honoured inftruments of Gobp’s
vengeance on the Pope and Turk.

The fir/# angel poured out his vial upon the
earth, i. e. all the anti-chriftian powers on the
continent, 1. e. Germany and Poland: juft as
the firft trumpet affefted the earth, and brought
the Goths into Germany.

The
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The fecond vial is poured out upon the fea,
i. e, the popith maritime powers, Spain, Portu-
gal, and France: as the fecond trumpet affelted
the fea, and brought the Vandals into Spain and
Portugal.

The #hird vial will be poured out on the rivers
and fountains, 1. e. the popifh univerfities, col-
leges, and fchools of learning; with all the popifh
books, written to promote error and obfcurz-the
truth.

The jfourth vial will be poured out on the fun,
i. e. the pope himfelf, with all his feventy car-
dinals, bifthops and dottors of learning. The
pope is the fun in the popifth world: and this
angel denotes the kings of Europe, who will
be roufed up to deftroy the pope and all his

creatures.

The ffth vial of Gop’s wrath will be poured
out on the feat of the beaft, i. e. the city of
Rome and Italy, The pouring-out of Gop’s
wrath will effe& the utter deftru@ion of Rome:
it will be burnt down, and become defolate, an
habitation of devils, and 2 monument of Gob’s
vengeance, all through the fpiritual reign, quite
down to the burning of the world. This vial
correfponds with the fifth trumpet: for as that
brought in the eaftern and weftern antichrift,
who rofe at the fame time, fo this vial affelts

the pope, as the next vial will ruin the Turk.
The
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The fixth vial will be poured out on the great
river Euphrates, 1. e. the Turkith empire, or
eaftern antichrift : and this fenfe exaltly corre~

fponds with the fixth trumpet, which broughe
the Turks into Europe.

The feventh vial will be poured out into the
air, i.e. the whole expanfe of the kingdom
of the beaft. This vial will clear the whole
world of all the enemies of Gop, pagans, ma-
hommedans, and papifts; and fo nothing will
obftru&t the way of the kingdom of Chrift,
which will now rife into its meridian glory.

C HH aP Xxvi

A ftriking defcription of the pope and popery,
under the image of a great whore, fitting on a
{carlet-coloured beaft, with feven heads and ten
horns :---the beaft is the Roman popifh empire
--~the feven heads are the {even mountains on
which the city of Rome is built---the ten horns
are the ten kings over the ten kingdoms, into
which the Roman empire was divided fince the
rife of popery. This abominable whore is de-
fcribed by her tawdry and luxurious drefs---by a
cup in her hand, full of luftful intoxications and
poifon---by her name on her forehead, defcrip-
tive of the filthy and lewd qualities of her heart
---and by the loathfome condition the was in,
1. e. drunk; adrunken harlot, drunk with blood;
drunk with the belt blood in the world---the

blood
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blood of the faints., ‘This filled John with afto-
nithment, to fee a woman that called herfelf a
chriftian, and the only fpoufe of Chrift, in fuch
a filthy and difgraceful condition as drunkennefs;
to be dead drunk, and mad drunk, with blood.

CH AP Xxvil.

Here we have a moft delightful and glorious
difplay of the downfal of Reme, and the utter
ruin of popery. At this time, when popery is
fpreading ail through England, we fhould read
this chapter at leaft once every week.---The
angels of Gop, 1. e. the zealous gofpel minifters,
will be raifed up by Gop the Redeemer to de-
clare and proclaim this ruin. The firlt mini-
fter fhines fo bright with light and zeal, that
the carth is lightened with his glory. The
fecond preacher calls on all the true people of
Gobp to come out of the church of Rome, and
invokes Gob to take full vengeance on her: he
then defcribes her plagues, viz. death, mourn-
ing, famine, and fire; which will be fo fudden
as to come in one hour, from the infinite powet
and inflexible juftice of Gop. After this we fee
the mourning of all the different ranks and or-
ders of papifts at the fall of Rome, and the un-
bounded triumphs of all the people of Gob, in
heaven and earth, on a view of Gob’s vengeance
on the church of Rome. And the grand and

terrible
Vor. 11. Rr
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terrible fcene clofes with the great and aftonifh-
ing ation of a mighty angel, throwing a great
millftone into the fea, and crying out, ¢ Thus
with violence fhall that great city Babylon be
thrown down, and fhall be found no more at all.”
O! my dear readers, let us begin this glorious
triumph now; let us give free and unlimited
{cope to our joys, on the fure and realizing faith,
that Gop will not be one minute too late, m
effecting the irrecoverable and utter ruin of po-
pery and Rome: her abominable luxury, her
vile idolatry, her bloody cruelty, muft be pu-
nifhed by the juft and holy Gop, who will, by
the moft terrible vengeance, declare his hatred
and indignation againft fuch horrid crimes

Cmar Xix

Here we have the joys and triumphs of all
the people of Gop over the papifts more abun-
dantly amplified. Firft, we have the acclama-
tions of a vaft throng of chriftians, fhouting out
hallelujahs to Gopo for his judgments on the
great whore. Then we have a diftiné view of
the twenty-four elders, 1. e. gofpel churches:
and the four living creatures, i. e. the gofpel
preachers, falling down and adoring Gop on his
throne, faying, Amen! Alleluia! Then a voice
out of the throne is heard, calling upon all the
fervants of Chriflt to praife him, and roufing
them up o freth zeal and gratitude: upon this
excitation,
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excitation, the voices of a great multitude are
heard, ftirring up one another to praife, becaufe
of the reign of God Almighty over the rational
world; and efpecially to rejoice, becaufe the
happy hour was come for the open marriage of
millions of immortal fouls, with their divine
and immortal friend, the Son of Gop. Upon
this, an angel bids John write thofe perfons
blefled or happy, who are invited to the mar-
riage-fupper of the Lord Jefus, and affirms thefe
to be the true fayings of Gob, i. e. words
copied from his fincere and faithful heart, and
may be depended on with the moft confident
expeCtation. Laftly, we have a ftriking and
lively view of a dreadful battle between the Son
of Gop and all his enemies. He, as the great
general, 1s defcribed by his horfe: his charac-
ter as faithful and true: his a&ion making war:
his eyes like fire: his crowns: his name, the
word of Gop: his habit, a vefture dipped in
blood: his armies: his fharp {fword: his titles
on his vefture and on his thigh: king of all the
kings of the earth and heaven, and Lord of all
lords, We have then another grand {cene: an
angel, 1. e. a gofpel preacher ftanding in the fun,
1. e. in Chnft’s glory, and calling with a loud
voice, to all the fowls of Lkeaven, to come to the
fupper of the great Gop, and to eat the flefh of
kings, captains, mighty men, horfes, and horfe-
men, of all ranks and degrees.

Rroa You
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You then fee the armies of the beaft, and the
kings of the carth, that came to make war with
this great generaliffimo of Gop, and the dread-
ful confequences of the war: the pope, in his civil
and fpiritual charalters and capacities, is taken,
with his grand agents and abettors, and caft
alive into the flames of hell, burning with fire
and brimftone: whilt the numerous rabble of
the papifts are killed by the flaming fword of
Chrift’s juftice, and the fowls of heaven make a
feaft on their fleth. This is a moft vivid repre-
fentation of the utter ruin of popery, and its
total eradication from off the face of the easth.
Triumph, ye faithful and zealous fervants of
Chrift, without bounds and without end! Let
us now, now give full fcope to our joys, in the
fure and certain hope and confidence of the
deftruction of popery.

CH AP xx

‘We have here a new and zaftonifhing fcene open-
ing on our ravithed eyes. The devils are bound
by Chrift the mighty Gob for one thoufand years :
the bodies of all the godly dead are literally
raiffed to a new and immortal life. We have
here the moft aftonithing fcene ever feen in the
world. The whole of Gor’s people that have
ever lived on the face of the earth, the dead all
raifed, the living all changed, and all made per-
£t in body and foul; perfe in knowledge,
without
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without ignorance; perfe& in holinefs, without
any fin; and perfet in joy, without any forrow.
The new heavens and the new earth fitted for
glorious, holy, and immortal creatures to live
and reign with Chrift a thoufand years, whilft
the wicked will be all burned to death, and lie
as afhes under the foles of their feet.

The laft judgment for the wicked is here in-
troduced in a way of anticipation ; for it will not
take place till after the glorious ftate of the
church, as defcribed in chap. xxi. and xxii. but
is here deferibed in order to preferve the two laft
chapters from embarraffment, and to fhew what
will immediately take place at the end of the
thoufand years perfonal reign of the Lord Jefus
Chrift. What a fcene of wonder and terror is
here---a defcending Gop---the nifing dead---an
opening eternity---the great white throne---the
heavens and earth fiying away before the prefence
of the Son of Gop---the trumpet founding---the
judge appears---the dead arife---the boeks are
open-~-the judge on the throne---all the wicked
at the bar---the crimes appear in a light as red
as blood---the {entence is pronaunced; Go, ye
curfed into everlafting fire---the twe eternities
are difclofed to view---time expires---and the
two worlds of rational and immortal creatures

~ remain to glorify grace and juftice as long as
God endures.

CHAP. Xxl.
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CHH AP xxL
A glorious defcription of the city of Gop, in
which Chrift will reign, with all his people,
after the firft refurre on.
A great city: a holy heavenly city.
1. The glory of Gop upon it.

2. It’s wall great and high; one hundred and
forty-four cubits, or feventy-two yards in height.

3- Its twelve gates of pearls, each gate being,
of one pearl.

4. Its foundations are twelve, having the
names of the twelve apoftles.

5. The form is {quare, and the meafure of it
twelve thoufand furlongs; that is, fifteen hun-
dred miles round the city, and, being fquare,
the wall 1s three hundred and feventy-five miles
on each {ide; and very probably the {pot of old
Jerufalem will be the center of the city.

6. The matter of which it was built---the
wall of jafper; the pavement of the city pure
gold, brilliant as clear glafs; the foundations of
precious ftone; and the gates of pearl.

7. The temple, and the light of the city, are
the Lorp Gop znd the Lamb.

8. The inhabitants of this city are the faved
nations, who walk in the light of it: they are
all kings, full of honour and glory. The city is
in a ftate of the moft perfect fafery and fecurity

~---the
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---the holinefs of this city, none but holy per-
fons fhall live in it. And in

Cuapr  xxii

We have a farther difplay of this moft glo-
rious city---by the pure river of the water of
life running thro’ the grand ftreet or fquare of
the city; and this river rifes out of the deep and
unfathomable heart of Gop and his Son. The
tree of life in the midft of the grand fquare,
growing by the fide, and fpreading its glorious
and extended branches to both fides of the river:
this tree bears twelve kinds of fruit-every month,
and the leaves of the tree {pread eternal health
and vigour thro” all the millions of the citizens.
Their happinefs is painted in ftrong lively co-
lours: there is no curfe to give pain, no night
to yield gloomy terror. The throne of Gob
and the Lamb is there---the city is full of the
purett light---they enjoy the honour of kings---
they have a contluence of delights and pleafures
~--they feel the pleafures of the place, which is
moft glorious: they enjoy the delights of the
company, which is moft illuftrious; for they
converfe with none but kings---they feel delight
in their inward frame, whict is moft pure and
holy:---they find abundant delight in the work
and employments of the city, which confift in
contemplations the moft fublime---devotional
exercifes the moft ardent---and converfation with
the
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the higheft dignity and elegance of fpirit.
‘They have the pleafure of feeing Gop in the
full beauty of his nature; and of being with
Chrift, their moft precious friend and redeemer.
They have the exquifite delight of looking back
and reviewing all their paft experience, of the
goodnefs and inceflant attention of the Lord
Jefus; and they know that all thefe delights will
have an eternal duration ; for they fhall live and
reign with Chrift for ever and ever.

O! my friends, what an unbounded joy will
this confideration yield: to think that our pa-
lace---our empire---our illuftrious company---
our holy heavenly frame of heart---our glorious
employments---our fight of Gop in Chrift---
and our review of all our battles---gur tryals---
our dangers---and our vi€tory over our enemies,
will be all eternal. O! how will joy revel in our
hearts, and fparkle in our eyes, through a vaft
boundlefs, blifsful eternity.

CONCLUSTION.

And now, my dear reader, what are the ufes,
the practical ufes, we fhould make of the difco-
veries contained in this book, which have paffed
in review before our eyes? Surely a thoufand
ideas croud around my pen; yea ten thoufand
thoughts fwarm in our fouls on this occafion.

Here we fee ufes of inftruGion, examination,
cxhortation,
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exhortation, terror, and confolation: but I muft
ftop my hand, left this part of my work fhould
be difproportionate to the reft. 1 will therefore
only produce two ufes of terror to the wicked,
and confolation to the righteous.

i. T E R R o R,

To all lovers of a moft falfe and corrupt reli-
gion: O! firs, what will ye do to meet and bear
that moft terrible threatening in all the book of
Gop, Rev. xiv, g, 10---If any man worfhip the
beaft and his image, and receive his mark in his
forehead, or in his hand, the fame man fhall
drink of the wine of the wrath of Gop, which
is poured out without mixture into the cup of
his indignation; and he fhall be tormented with
fire and brimftone, in the prefence of the holy
angels, and in the prefence of the lamb: and
the fmoke of their torment afcendeth up for ever
and ever: and they have no reft, day nor night.

Surely, Britons, here is vengeance and terror
enough to make the ftouteft man in the world to
tremble, and his knees {inite one again{t another:
even if he had the {pirit of Belfhazzar, or the
fpirit of feven lions united. - Surely, proteftants,
you will take care how you come within the
verge of this threatening; for if you do; it will
tear you to pieces, and there will be none to de-
liver: and furely it will be no joy to you, to
dwell with everlafting burnings. Let us abhor

Vor. 11, ST all
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all the principles of popery, and ftand at the
utmolt diftance from the papifts, with their im-
pudent pretenfions to fupremacy and infallibility
---their wicked abufe of the fcriptures---their
cruel and bloody fpirit---with all their curfed
arts and devices to feduce, corrupt, and deftroy
the fouls of men. Let us, with the utmoft ar-
dour, ftck faft to the proteftant religion. Let
us be habitual martyrs; that is, let us live in
the daily refolution, that, if we are called to
give up our bibles, we will, at the fame time,
give up our blood.

2. € o M F OR T.

To all true lively chriftians, who love Chrift,
and hate popery: my dear brethren, remember,
with faith and joy, that popery muft fall; Rome
fhall be deftroyed; the pope muft be ruined;
Gop our Saviour will call him to account: He
muft have his charatter opened, and all his
proud and daring pretenfions to the attributes of
Gob, 1. e. abfolute fupremacy over all the world,
and infallibility in his underftanding and deci-
fions, muft and thall be tryed at a bar, impartial
and inflexible, from whence there is no appeal.
Then, ye faithful fouls, you fhall fee the eternal
and immutable difference between divine truth and
error, between moral good and evil. Then you
fhall fee the final and everlafting triumph of the
revealed truth of Gop, over all the lies and

delufions
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delufions of popery and hell. Then you fhall
fee the final triumph of holinefs over fin; and
of divine goodnefs in the hearts of believers,
over all the malice, malignity, and venom, of
the devil and his children. Then you fhall fee
every perfettion in Gop to be the fecurity of
your triumph---his eternity will be the duration
of your happinefs---his immutability the rock
of your reft---his omniprefence your fociable
friend---his goodnefs will be the fpring of your
joys---and his juftice the guardian of your beft
interefts, and the revenger of your wrongs:---
his fincerity and faithfulnefs will fecure you from
any freth apoftacy from Gop---and his own hap-
pinefs and joy will be a {pring of happinefs to
you as large as your withes, and as lafting as
your fouls. You will have an everlafting tri-
umph in the Gop you love; and, when millions
of years are rolled away, your felicity will be as
freth and lively as it was the firft moment you
afcended to the throne and prefence of Gon.

SELECT BOOKS on the REVELATIONS.

1 muft not lead you back to Mr, Brightman, Mr. Jofeph Mede, Dr.
Henry More, Mr. Daubuz, and feveral other great men : I well remem-
ber how I was terrified and perplexed, with a multiplicity of aathors,
on this fublime and myflerious book. I will endeavour to prevent all
difcouragement in your minds, my dear young friends: and if you are
honeft and ardent lovers of truth, you will be ready to follow my advice,
1 will give it with the greateft tendernefs and fidelity, and in as few
words as I am able. Obferve then, if I were norv to begin the fludy of

the Revelations, 1 would firft of all read the preceding fkatch, I would
S{2 then
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then take no other book into my hands but Dr, Newton’s Differtations,
vol. iii. I would read the contents of the chapters very attentively, with
frequent repetitions and deep confideration. I would then lay afide Dr.
Newton for a fhort time, and take up Dr. Gill's Expofition of the Reve-
lations, and read only the fummary of each chapter, with great attention
and frequent recolle¢tion. 1 would then return to this Contemplation,
which you will find to be drawn from, and founded upon, the works of
thofe great men: and I hope that my eafy arrangement, and thort clear
views of their fentiments, will prove a delightful introdution to the
knowledge of this divine book to many young chriftians in Great.
Britain, And indeed ] will not conceal the hopes which animated me to
proceed in this work: I freely confefs I feel an honeft ambition to ferve
the rifing generation of true chriftians ; and if Gop fhall enable me to
ipread the knowledge of genuine chriftianity, through ten thoufand im.
mortal fouls of my dear fellow-creatures, I (hall account it a greater
honour than to be a menarch on a throne, or an angel in heaven,

As we have a little room in this page, I will give a clear and thort
view of this-fublime bock, in what I would call

A MINIATURE PICTURE of the BOOK
of the REVELATIONS.

I. The feven churches are emblems of the feveral ftates of the church
m all ages, to the end of time.

1. ErxuEsvs reprefents the primitive church,
2. SMYRXNA, the ten pagan perfecutions, ending with Dioclefian, 313.

3. PERGAMOs, the triumphs of the church, under Conftantine and
‘Theodofius, to 393,

4- TuvaTira, the fate of the church in the dark ages of popery,
down to Wicklifle 1360, and Luther 1517,

5. Sarprs, the ftate of the church of Chrift, fince the reformation
frem pgpery, till this time,

6. PHIL'ADE L*HIA, the gloricus ftate of the church when popery
thall be deftroyed ; the Jews converted; and the fulnefs of the Gentiles
coine in, under the fpiritual reign of Chrift.

7. Laovicea, the lukewarm fRate of the church, juft before the per-
fonal appearance of Chrift, and the conflagration of the world,

II. The feven srars begin with the primitive church, and end
with ConsTanTtiNe: The feven TrRumreTs begin with TueoDos1vUs,
and reach dowa to the ruin of the Porr and Tuxk, by the pouring out
of :he feven bowls full of the wrath of Gov,
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