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AR TS S A —

A CONTEMPLATION

ON THE

PRINCIPAL RULES
For UNDERSTANDING

THE WHOLE

BOOK orfr THe REVELATIONS.

HERE never was a time in which the

. revelation of John was fo well underftood,

as in the prefent day: but this knowledge is con-
fined to a very few learned and wife men. The
bulk of young chriftians know very little of the
genuine fenfe of this wonderful book; and the
reafon is, they want a fit and eafy key of inter-
pretation to lead them into thefe aftonithing and
delightful profpects. Were they furnifhed with
fome clear principles and definitions, and did
they once come to view the general ftructure and
ceconomy of the whole, they would then enter
into the {pirit and defign of the book, and pro-
ceed to contemplate, with admiration and plea-
fure, the wifldom, power, and greatnefs of Chrift
at every ftep. 1 fhall be glad to be an inftrument
to lead them by the hand into thefe delightful
profpeéts, I write not for fcholars: I pretend
not to teach them. 1 write for young chriftians
and
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and pious ftudents of divinity. If I can but
make this glorious book better underftood, and

more relithed, I fhall exceedingly rejoice, and
- Chrift our Lord fhall have all the glory.

I hope, my young friends, I fhall not appear
arrogant or vain-glorious, when I tell you, that
this book has been the objeét of my attention
thirty-onc years., In the fummer, 1748, T be-
gan to ftudy the Revelations in good earneft. 1
found great difficuity in my firft attempts, for
want of fome preliminary explanations, and a
clear fhort {cheme of the whole in all its parts
and diftinct periods; confeguently I underftood
many things very imperfectly, and I felt {everely
the need of a wife, condefcending, and familiar
tutor ; and this excites me to pity many pilous
and inquifitive young perfons, who feel the fame
terrifying difcouragement #ow which I did #bex.
If I thall be fo happy as to remove fome of the
principal obftacles out of the way, and affift you
to read greater authors with underftanding and-
pleafure, my farisfaction and joy will be unfpeak-
able. I will refolutely avoid all tedious and per-
plexing language. I will lay no briars and thorns
in your way. At the fame time do not cxpelt
that I thould remove every difficulty, or unfold
every thing that is involved in obfcurity. I hope
I thall avoid the imputation of fuch vanity and
pride.---In a word, my dear reader, I pretend

to
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to no more than to give you what I believe te
be the grand outlines of this blefled and ad-
mirable book ; and if any of you fhall be allured
to contemplate and relith thefe difcoveries, and
pray more ardently for the accomplifhment of
thofe amazing events, which were hid in the pur-
pofes of Gop from eternity, and which will in
due time open upon the moral world; give our
Lord and faviour all the praife,

As we fhall proceed, in the moft eafy and
familiar manner, to lead you into a juft know-
ledge of thefe lalt wonderful difcoveries of Gop
to the church; I fhall firft of all obferve, that
the whole book of the Revelation muft be con-
fidered as divided into two parts.

Part 1L

The firft part includes the feven churches,
which ought to be confidered in a prophetical
view, as pointing out, and being emblems of the
ftate of che church, in the feveral periods of time,
to the end of the world. The opening of the
feven feals relate to the Roman empire as pagan.
Thefe feals begin with the primitive age of
chriftianity, and end with Dioclefian, the laft
pagan tyrant and perfecutor of the church of
Gop. The feven trumpets begin with Conftan-
tine the Great, and foretel the ftate of the em-
pire after chriftianity was profeflfed in it. Thefe
trumpets are not yet all founded. We are under

Yor. 11 N n the
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the fixth trumpet now : the feventh trumpet will
bring on the {piritual reign of Chrift over all
the nations of the earth; and the end of this
trumpet will be, as it were, the end of the
world. And thus the firft part of the Revela-
tions.ends at the conclufion of the xith chapter.

Part II

The fecond part begins at the xuith chapter,
and refumes the confideration of the firlt grand
fubjects of the former part, and leads us back
to the primitive ages, and the reign of Con-
ftantine. The great red dragon fignifies the
heathen Roman empire. The man-child fignifies
Conftantine the Great, who began his reign in
313, and died 1n 337. The woman’s flight into
the wildernefs is here anticipated; for it did not
happen till 300 years after Conftantine.

Chap. xiii. The ten-horned beaft is the fuc-
ceflor to the great red dragon, and is no other
than antichrift, or the man of fin, who fucceeded
the Roman emperors.

Chap. xiv. exhibits the ftate of the true church
in contraft to the ten-horned beaft. We have
here three vifions :---1. Of the lamb at the head
of 144,000. 2. Three angels, 1. e. gofpel mi-
nifters preaching again{t popery. 3. Of the

harvelt and vintage,

Chap.. xv. contains a preparatory vifion before
the
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the pouring out of the feven vials, or bowls full
of the wrath of Gob.

Chap. xvi. exhibits the pouring out of feven
vials--~on earth---fea---rivers and fountains---
the fun---the feat of the beaft---the river Eu-
phrates---the air, or the vaft expanfe of the
whole kingdom and empire of the devil in our
world.

Chap. xvii. is 2 difplay of the pope and po-
pery, under the image of a great whore, fitting
on a fcarlet beaft. The beaft is the Roman
popifh empire---the woman is the great city of
Rome. See ver. 18.

Chap. xviil. exhibits the eternal ruin of po-
pery, or the utter downfal and deftrultion of
Babylon; with the violent lamentation of the
papifts en that occafion,

Chap. xix. difplays the triumph of the church
of Chrift on the utter deftrution of popery.

Chap. xx. exhibits the binding of Satan for
one thoufand years---the perfonal reign of Chrift
during that period-~-with a ftriking view of the
terrors of the refurrection and the laft judgment.

Chap. xxi. A moft beautiful view of the city
of Gop, or the holinefs and happinefs of the
new Jerufalem on earth after the refurretion of

the righteous.
Chap, xxii.
Nn -~
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Chap. xxii. A continuation of the defcription
of the new Jerufalem ftate of holinefs and hap-
pinefs, which 1s the grand point and the utmoft
period to which this God-breathed book leads,
and in which it finally terminates.

Thus, my dear inquifitive lover of truth, I
have given you the fhorteft and the cleareft pic-
ture of the book of the Revelations in miniature
that was in my power to exhibit. I hope you
have eafily underftood it; and if this hath been,
the cafe, you will be prepared for a further view
of the ftructure and ceconomy of this aftonithing
 book of Gop on a larger fcale; and by this
means, you will underftand the greateft and beft
of writers on this book.

I fhall therefore begin with the feven churches
---go on to the feven feals---proceed to the {even
trumpets---and then begin the fecond part of the
Revelations, at the xiith chapter, and trace out
the rife, reign, triumph, and utter ruin of popery,
with the abfolute victory of Chrift and his church
over all the powers of earth and hell in a bound-
lefs eternity.

1. EPHESUS,

Was a city of Ionia, in the leffer Afia. It was
famous for the temple of Diana, but more fo for
having a church of Chrift in it. The apoftle
Paul wrote an excellent epiftle to the Ephefians.

---This
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«--This church reprefented the church in the
apoftolic age, which was in a ftate of great
light, purity, and love.

2. SMY RN a4,

Is another city of Ionia. It lies about forty-
fix miles from Ephefus; and is ftill a famous
place for riches and commerce, and the number
of its inhabitants.---This church and its paftor
reprefent the ftate of the church under the ten
pcrfccutions of the Roman emperors, from Nero,
in 68, to the end of Dioclefian’s reign, in the
year 313; being a fpace of 245 years, This was
the glorious period of the martyrs,

3. PErRGcgaMOS,

A city of Myfia, fituated by the river Caicus,
fixty-four miles from Smyrna.---This church re-
prefents the ftate of the church of Chrift, from
the time of Conftantine and onward; riling
up to, and enjoying great power, riches, and
honour,

4. THYATIRA,

A city of Lydia, near the river Lycus, diftant
from Pergamos about forty-eight miles.---This
church reprefents that horrid period which takes
in the darkeft and moft fuperftitious times of
popery, until the REFORMATION, 1. e. from Pho-
cas, 606, to Martin Luther, in 1517.

5. SarpIs,
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5. S ARDIS,

Another city of Lydia, fituated at the fide of
mount Tmolus. It was the feat of the rich king
Crazfus, and is thirty-three miles from Thyatira.
---This church reprefents the ftate of the church
of Chrift, from the time of the reformation by
Luther, Calvin, and others, until a more glorious
ftate of the church appears, 1. e. till the {piritual
reign of Chrift in the Philadelphian period,
Under the Sardian church ftate we now are in
Fngland, FEuwrope, and America, That this
church is an emblem of the reformed churches
from popery, is evident frem its following the
Thyatirian ftate, which exprefles the darkne{s of
popery, and the depths of Satan in that ftate,

6. PHILADELPHI 4,

Another city of Lydia, fituated at the foot of
mount Tmolus, diftant from Thyatira about
twenty-feven miles. It had its pame from At-
talus Philadelphus, the builder of it.---This
church is an emblem of, and reprefents the
church in that period of time in which will be
the fpiritual reign of Chrift. TIts name fignifies
brotherly love, which in this interval will be
very remarkable. Love, which is now fo cold,
and fo much wanting in our prefent Sardian
church-ftate, will be exceeding warm and fer-
vent, and in its higheft pitch in the Philadel-
phian ftate. The charalters Chrift here afflumes

poIRt
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point at the holinefs of life, truth of doétrine,
and purity of difcipline, for which this church-
ftate will be diftinguithed- In this period of
time, an open door for the gofpel will be fet: ic
will be preached in its power and purity, and
will be greatly fucceeded. The fulnefs of the
Gentiles will be brought in, and the Jews will
be converted,* and all the twelve tribes will be
gathered into the land of Judea. Hypocrites
and formal profeffors will be difcerned and de-
tefted : great honour and refpeét will be fthewn
the church by all men: and this ftate will be an
emblem and pledge of the new Jerufalem ftate,
of which mention is made in this epiitle, or the
thoufand years perfonal reign of Chrift with all
his faints.
7. L aoDrcEa,

Another city of Lydia, near the river Lycus.
It is now, by the Turks, called the o/d Camp,
end is inhabited by none, unlefs by wolves and
foxes. See Dr. Smith’s account of the Seven
Churches, 12mo. This is a curlous and inftruc-
tive book.---This church reprefents the ftate of
the church from the end of the fpiritual reign of
Chrift till the time of his perfonal appearing and
kingdom to judge the quick and dead : for after

the

* I have attempted to felet all the texts of Scripture which fpeak of
the converfion of the Jews and the fulnefs of the Gentiles in this gloricus
fpiritual flate of the church, and have found them to amount to more
than four hundred verfess
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the {piritual reign is over, profeflors of religion
will fink into a formality, and a lukewarm frame
of fpirit, and great fpiritual floth and fecurity.

SEVEN SEALS

Difcover the ftate of the church of Chrift
under the Roman emperors, pagan.

1. SEalL

Opens the triumph of chriftianity over the
pagan religion, and reprefents Chrift upon 2
white horfe, with a bow and a crown, going
forth conquering and to conquer. Rev. vi. 1, 2,

2, SEAL

Reprefents the reign of the emperors Trajan
and Adrian. Trajan is reprefented on a red
horfe, to denote the horrid wars and flaughters
of the Jews in his reign, anno 100--138. Rev.
vi. 3, 4.----Note, In his time John the apoftle
died.

3+ S E AL

~ This period commences with Septimius Seve-
rus. He 1s reprefented on a black horfe, de-
noting famine and death. vi. g, 6. Anno 138--
193.
4. S E AL
The opening of this {eal begins with Maximi-
nus, the Roman emperor, anno 193--270. Death
1s exhibited as riding on a pale horfe, to denote
a
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a concurrence of evils in this reign---of war,
famine, peftilence, and wild beafts. This period
includes Valerian’s reign, and reaches down to
Dioclefian, anno 270--286.

§. SezalL

Opens with the reign of Dioclefian, and was
dreadfully remarkable for the fevereft and longeft
of all the ten pagan perfecutions. This is the
tenth and laft perfecution begun by Dioclefian.
From hence a memorable zra, called the ®ra of
Dioclefian, or zra of martyrs, anno 284--312.
Here we have a vifion of the fouls under the
altar, to denote that they were as facrifices newly
flain and offered to Gop.

6. StatL

Opens with the reign of Conftantine the Great,
anno 313--337. This fixth feal or period is re-
markable for great changes and revolutions, ex-
prefled by great commotions in the earth and
heavens. No change could be greater than the
overthrow of the pagan religion, and the eftab-
lithment of chriftianity.---See this admirably re-
prefented by the great Mr. Robert Millar, in his
Hiftory of the Propagation of the Chriftian Re-
ligion, 2 vols. 8vo. and in Dr. Gil, Mr. Low-
man, and Dr. Newton, on the vith chapter of
the revelations,

REVELATIONS,
Vo, 113 O o
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ReEvELATIONS, chap. vil
Is a continuation of the f{ixth feal or period,
and is a defcription of the peace of the church,
from the reign of Conftantine the Great to the
reign of Theodofius the Great; a fpace of time
about {eventy years.

7. S E AL
Includes the preparation of the feven angels
to take their trumpets. The chief ufe of this
feal was to introduce the feven trumpets.

SeveEn TRUMPETS.

As the feals foretold the ftate of the Roman
empire before and till it became chriftian, {o the
trumpets forethew the fate of it afterwards.

The defign of the trumpets is to roufe the na-
tions againft the Roman empire,

i. TrRoMPET

Is a period which begins at the death of Theg-
dofius the Great, in the year 395. This trumpet
brings in the famous Alaric with his army of
Goths, who began his ravages in the fame year
that Theodofius died. He invaded the Roman
empire, and twice befieged Rome, and fet fire to
it in feveral places ; but was flopped by Stiliche,
the general of the Roman army.

2, TRUMPET.

On the founding of this trumpet, a great
mountain
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mountain burning with fire was caft into the fea,
and a third part of the fea became blood. Rev.
viii, 8, This dreadful image, as it refpetts the
Roman empire, fets before us Arrina and his
army of Huwns, who wafted the Roman pro-
vinces, and compelled the eaftern emperor Theo-
dofiys the fecond, and the weftern emperor Va/len-
tinian the third, to fubmit to fhameful terms,
about the year 450.---As it refpects the church
of Chrift, it refers to the error of Macedonius.
fometime bithop of Conftantinople, who at-
tempted to deftroy the Godhead of the Holy
Spirit, as Arius had levelled his artillery againf}
the Godhead of the Son, in the reign of Con-
ftantine the Great, anno 325.

32 TrRuMPET

There fell a great ftar from heaven, burning
like a lamp; and it fell upon the third part of
the rivers, Rev. viii. 10. This defcribes Gen-
feric and his army of Vandals, who came from
Africa and plundered Rome, and returned back
with immenfec wealth, anno 455.---As this re-
fpects the church, it defcribes PeLacius the great
Star, called Wormwood, who embittered the
fweet do&rines of the grace of Gon. He died
in the year 430.---He had a companion yet more
dangerous and abler than himfelf, called Celeffius.

He met with Pelagius at Rome, entered into his
{fentiments,

Oo 2
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fentiments, and maintained them with much
more fubtilty and art.

4. TRUMPET.

And the third part of the fun was fmitten, and
a third part of the moon, and the third part of
the ftars. Rev. viii. 12. This trumpet has
refpect to that darknefs and ignorance which the
barbarous nations, the Goths, Huns, and Van-
dals fpread and left throughout the empire. All
kind of ufeful learning and evangelical know-
ledge declined, and blindnefs and barbarity took
place.---This fourth trumpet began in the year
476, when Odoacer, king of the Heruli, came to
Rome with an army of Barbarians: he ftripped
Momyllus* of the imperial robes, put anend to
the very name of the weftern empire, and caufed
himfelf to be proclaimed king of Italy: but he
was {ixteen years after overcome and flain, in the
year 493, by THEoDORIe, king of the Oftrogoths,
who founded the kingdom of the Oftrogoths in
Ttaly, which continued about fixty years under
his fucceffors. From the founding of the fourth
trumpet, to the founding of the fifth, was a fpace
of an hundred and thirty-five years; thatis, from
the depofition of Auguftulus, in the year 476,
to the public preaching of Mahommed, in the
year 612,
§. TRUMPET.

* Momyllus was mamad, in derifion, Ausxfuiur, being a diminntive
Auguitusd
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5. TRUMPET.

I faw a ftar fall from heaven to the earth, and
to him was given the key of the bottomlefs pit -
and there arofe a fmoke out of the pit, and the
fun and air were darkened by the fmoke of the
pit; and there came out of the fmoke locufts.---
This defcribes the rife of ManoMmMED, with his
eaftern locufts, the Saracens; and the rife of the
pope of Rome, with his weftern locufts, the
cardinals, monks, friars, popith bifhops, and
clergy of that church.---Procas, the villain,
murdered his mafter the emperor MaurITivs,
with his children, and took the imperial crown
to himfelf. He gave to pope Bonrrace the I11d,
the title of Univerfal Bithop, in 606; and from
that very time the popes of Rome grafped at
fpiritual and civil power to come fully up to
their title.---ManoMmMeD rofe at the fame time
in the eaft: and as the eaftern and weftern anti-
chrifts rofe together, fo they will be deftroyed
together at the end of 1260 years.

Note, Mahommed held that Chrift was a meer
man, and nothing more; and exalted himfelf
above our Lord Jefus, and reprefented himfelf
as a fuperior prophet.--—Mahofnrned, therefore,
was a focinian, almoft a thoufand years before
Socinus was born.  Chrift, the glorious fun, was
darkened, and the holy Scriptures moft grievoufly
beclouded, and moft wretchedly perverted, both

by
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by the horrid decrees of the popes, and by the
filthy Alcoran of Mahommed, the father of all
the focinians in the world.---N. B. He died in
the year 631,

6 TRUMPET.

And the fixth angel founded; and I heard a
voice from the four horns of the golden altar,
which is before Gop, faying to the fixth angel
which had the trumpet, loofe the four angels
which are bound at the great river Euphrates,---
Thefe angels are the Ottoman Turks; and they
may be called angels, or meflengers, becaufe they
were the meflengers and executioners of (Gop’s
wrath upon the eaftern empire. Thefe four
angels were loofed. They had four princes at the
hiead of the Turks, As foon as the providence
of Chrift had fuffered them to pafs the river
Fuphrates, they were let loofe like fo many
furies, and in a lirtle time over-ran and de-
ftroyed the whole eaftern empire, and fettled
their own, now called the Turkifh or Ottoman
empire; and which was done about the year
1301.%---The empire of the Saracens being in-
tirely demolifhed by Togrul Beg, or Tangro-
lipix; and in the year 1453, the Turks took
Conftantinople, and put an end to the eaftern
Roman empire. Then it was that the learned

Greeks fled from the Turks, and brought their
books

* The Turkith empire begun in Afia, in the year 1037, before they
game inte Europe above 240 years,
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books and learning into Italy and other parts of
Europe. Learning revived, and the way was
‘paved for the glorious reformation from popery,
in 1417, by Martin Luther. 1 firmly believe
this fixth trumpet began founding about the year
1300, and under this trumpet we now are, and
thall continue to be till the feventh trumpet
fhall bring on the ruin of popery, the converfion
of the Jews, and the fulnefls of the Gentiles.

Note, In Revelations ix. 16, 17, there is a
moft aftonifhing defcription of the vaft armies
of the Turks, and of the ufe of guns and gun-
powder in their wars, efpecially at the fiege of
Conftantinople, in 1453. And as John, in vifion,
faw the vaft armies of horfemen, firing their guns
on horfeback, it naturally enough appeared to
him like fire and brimftone, 1. e. gunpowder
coming out of the horfes mouths. And we are
told, that the third part of men, i. e. great
multitudes were killed by the fire, and by the
finoke, and by the brimftone,

Chapter x. is a preparatory vifion to the pro-
phecies relating to the weftern church. The
angel with the little book is properly difpofed
under the fixth trumpet, to defcribe the ftate of
the weftern church, after the defeription of the
ftate of the eaftern, which is now totally dif-
mifled from all farther confideration in this book

of the Revelations,---The feven thunders are
totally
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totally unknown.---Tho’ the little book defcribes
the calamities of the weftern church, yet it is de-
clared that they fhall all have a happy period
under the feventh trumpet. The apoftle John
was ordered to publifh the contents of this little

book, as well as the larger book of the Revelas
tions.

Chapter xi. The contents of the little book.
The meafuring of the temple, to fhew, that,
during all this period, there were fome true
chriftians, who conformed to the rule and mea-
fure of Gop’s word. The church to be trodden
under foot by the Gentiles, i. e. the papifts, in
worthip and practice, forty and two months, or
1260 years. There have been in all ages true

witnefles, who have protefted againit the cor-
ruptions of religion.

Dr. Newton, Bp. of Briftol, gives us a ftriking
and beautiful demonftration, that Chrift has had
holy and faithful witneflfes for the truth, and
againft popery, in every century fince the rife of
antichrift. I would, with the utmoft ardour and
friendthip, recommend to every fincere lover of
truth and knowledge, that famous part of the
third volume of his Differtations, page 134 to
186, which he ftiles, An HistoricarL Depuvc-
Tion, to fhew that there have been fome true
WITNESSES, who have profefled do&trines contrary
to thofe of the church of Rome, from the feventh

CCﬂtUI’}’
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century down to the RerorMaTION, He defcribes
the witnefles in the eighth century, p. 135. Wit-
nefles in the ninth century, p. 137. Witnefles
in the tenth century, p. 142. Witneffes in the
eleventh century, p. 148. Witnefles in the
twelfth century, p. 152, Witnefles in the thir-
teenth century, p. 163. Witnefles in the four-
teenth century, p. 168---the glorious Wickliffe,
in 1360. Sec his life, by the Rev. Erafmus
Middleton, in the firft volume of his Evange-
lical Biography, 8vo. 1779. Witnefles in the
fifteenth century---John Hus, Jerome of Prague,
p. 175. Witnefles in the fixteenth century---
Martin Luther, Calvin, with thoufands more.
Hence an anfwer to the popifh queftion, Where
was your religion before Luther? Our religion,
we fee, was in the heartg and lives of many faith-
fol witneffes: but it is fufficient, if it was no
where elfe, that it was always in the BisLe, where
porERY never was. The Bisrg, as Chilling-
worth fays, the Biere only is the religion of
proteftants, -

7. TRuUMPET,

And the feventh angel founded, and there
were great voices in heaven, 1. e. the chriftian
church; faying, The kingdoms of this world
are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and his
Chrift, and he fhall reign for ever and ever,
Rev. xi. 15--19.

Vor. 11, Pp This
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This glorious period is yet to come; and will
commence at the end of our prefent Sardian ftate
of the church. It will be, indeed, the time of
brotherly love, or the Philadelphian ftate; in
which popery and mahommedi{m will be utterly
deftroyed---the Jews will be all converted, and
brought into their own land with great honour
and profperity---the fulnefs of the Gentiles wiil
take place, and the whole earth fhall be filled
with the knowledge of Gopo in Chrift---vital
holinefs will abound in all parts of the world---
great glory and beauty will be put upon the
church of Chrift---the members of it will in-
tenfely love each other---the moft tender and
pure friendthip will prevail every where---kings
and queens fhall love, and honour, and cherith all
the people of Gob---the enemies of the church
will be all crufhed and driven out of the earth---
great temporal profperity of all kinds will every
where abound and be no fnare to the fervants of
Gop, but all temporal bleffings will be con-
fecrated to Gop---holinefs to the Lord will be
written on the bells of the horfes, Zech. xiv. 20,
---every thing will be ufed in a holy manner---
Gop our faviour will be {cen by every eye, in all
his various works of creation, providence, and
redemption---there will be no more a canaanite,
i. e. a focinian, in the earth, Zech. xiv. 21.---

the true and proper Godhead and fatisfaltion of
Chrift
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Chrift will be acknowledged by eight or nine
hundred millions of chriftians at the fame time,
all over the earth---and this ftate of peace, ho-
nour, and happinefs, will have a duration, a
ftability, a perpetuity, longer than any prof-
perous period of the church in former ages---it
will only have a fhort intérruption in the Laodi-
cean ftate, and then fhine brighter than ever at
the firft refurretion, and be, as it were, fwallowed
up in the boundlefs glory of the perfonal reign
of the Lord Jefus for a thoufand years; while
the wicked fhall be thrown as afhes under the
foles of their feet. Malachi iv. 3.
In this xith chapter of the Revelations, we
have, in ver, 15--18, only a fummary account
of the circumftances and occurrences of the
feventh trumpet, but the particulars are dilated
and enlarged upon ia the following chapters.

And thus are we arrived at the coNnsuMMAaTION
of all things, through a feries of prophecies, ex-
tending from the apoftles days to the enp of the
WORLD.

It is this feries (fays Dr. Newton) which has
been our clue and guide to conduct us in our in-
terpretation of thefe prophecies; and though
fome of them may be difficult and hard to be
underftood, confidered in themfelves, yet they
receive light and illuftration from others pre-
ceding and-following. AN together they are a
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cnarn of prophecies, whereof one link depends
on, and fipports another. If any parts remain
yet difficult, they may be cleared up by what
the apoftle himfelf hath added by way of expla-
nation.

RECOLLECTION.

Great and wonderful Gop, what fcenes have
paffed before our eyes in thefe few pages: what
amazing things have we feen foretold and fulfilled
for near feventeen hundred years paft. We have
feen the primitive apoftolic church of Chrift re-
prefented by the church at Ephefus---we have
feen the church enduring ten terrible perfecutions
for above two hundred and fifty years, reprefented
by the church of Smyrna---we have feen the
triumphs of chriftianity and its profeflors over
the pagan idolatry in the reign of Conftantine,
reprefented by the church of Pergamos---we have
feen the dark and difma) ftate of the church, for
near a thoufand years, in the times of the reign
of papery, reprefented by the church of Thyatira
---we have feen the reformation from popery,
begun by Wickliffe, Hus, Jerome of Prague,
and Martin Luther, reprefented by the church
of Sardis. Now all this hath been fulfilled, and,
therefore, let us be confident, that the glorious
Philadelphian ftate will come next: let us
ardently pray for it, and do every thing we are
able, to the utmoft, to bring it forwards, if
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poffible, in our day. And what is the beft
method to be purfued in order to anticipate this
glorious ftate? I anfwer, fervent prayer; in-
ceffant, united, unfainting, refolute, perfevering
prayer; with a conftant ftudy of the Scriptures
of Gop, and an honeft zeal to know the whole
meaning of the revealed truth of Goo.

‘The seveEN SEALS.

'With refpect to the sears---we have feen the
firft open the triumphs of Chnift in the primitive
church---the fecond feal, or period, is noted for
war and flaughter, in the reign of Trajan---the
third feal, or period, foretels famine and death
---the fourth feal denounces war, famine, pefti-
lence, and wild beafts, and reaches down to
the year 270---the fifth feal, or period, declares
the tenth and the moft fevere perfecution, whieh
was begun by Dioclefian, and lafted ten years
---the fixth feal difplays the triumphs of chrif-
tianity over paganifm, under Conftantine the
Great, from 313 to 337---and the feventh feal
prepares the way for the founding of the feven
srumpets.

The sevEN TRUMPETS.

‘We have feen the firft trumpet bring on Ara-
ri¢c, with his Goras or Gothic barbarians, into
the Roman empire---the fecond trumpet roufes
up that terrible monfter, who called himfelf the
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fecourge of Gob and the terror of men, ATTiLa,
with his army of Huxs, who plagued the Roman
empire for fourteen years---the third trumpet
brought in Gewnseric, with his Vanpars: he
was a moft bigotted arian, and, during his whole
reign, moft cruelly perfecuted the true chriftians
--~the fourth trumpet brought on the ruin of the
Roman empire under Auguftulus, by Opoacer,
king of the Heruli---the fifth trumpet brings on
the rife of ManoMMED 1n the eaft, and the Pork
in the weft---the fixth trumpet prepares the way
for the reformation---and the feventh trumpet
brings on the utter ruin of Pope and Turk, and
iffues in the {pread of the gofpel through the
whole werld.

Now, my dear reader, are you not aftonifthed
and delighted with thefe views. I proteft I am
beyond all expreffion; and I do not repent of all
the fevere attention I have given to this wonder-
ful book, 1n order to underitand the true ftruc-
ture and ceconomy of this grand prophetic {fyftem
of Gon. 1 adore him from my heart that I do
underftand it: and the whole icheme 1s fo clear,
fo harmonious in all its parts, fo full of con-
fiftency, beauty, and good order, that it appears
moft warthy of Gop to contrive and reveal, and
mott worthy of the wifdom of true chriftians
to underftand and revere.  This is the grand
reafon which excites me to make it eafly and
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familiar to youpg people of a pious and in-
quifitive tafte. It will give me unfpeakable
pleafure in life and in death, to find that I have
been the happy inftrument of diffufing through
the churches of Chrift, the juft knowledge of
thefe glorious truths and events, which will
open to the whole world of devils, men, and
angels: for the wonder of angels, the terror of
devils and bad men, and the delight of millions
of faints in heaven and earth,

To thee, great Gop our Saviour, we addrefs
eurfelves for light and wifdom to underftand this
book in all its parts, connexions, and ultimate
views. To the bleffed fpirit of Chrift we apply
for affiftance to underftand all the facred canons
or rules which have been laid down for the in-
veftigation of the true {fenfe of the Scriptures in
general, and the genuine meaning of the pro-
phets, of the law, and the gofpel in particular :
Q! give us clear perceptions, and a refined and
vivid tafte; a juft relifh for all the grand dif-
coveries of the Bible, and pure devotional paf-
fions to make a practical ufe of all the parts of
divine revelation. Let our whole heart and {pirit
be in the Scriptures: let our utmoft delight be
in the law of the Lord; and in his gofpel let us
meditate day and night. May the word of Chrift
dwell in us richly in all wifdom: may we, like
Apollos, be mighty in the Scriptures; mighty
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