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Cavon IX,

The prophets make excurfions and digreffions;
and, whilft they have before their eyes fome
obje of more remote time, fuddenly they leave
it; and, by a rapid excurfion, turn themfelves off
to addrefs the men of their own time, or of the
next period; that, from their fubjet of preo-
phecy, they may admonifh, exhort, and convince
men: which having done, they refume the thread
of their prophecy, and go on. See Joel, chap. 1L
4--9-

Cavon X.

That interpretation of the whole word of Gop,
and of the prophets in particular, is to be ac-
counted the beft, which purfues and demonftrates
the greateft emphafis of the oration or fpeech of
the prophet, and the wifdom of the holy Spirit.
‘This is a good and fure rule, which I would re-
commend 1o all ferious chriftzans; namely, to

obferve

Caxoex IX,

Ad taepeifadia Termonis prophstici rete quoque referuntur excurfus,
five diexodoi digrefliones, in quibus prophetz, dum vere ob oculos habent
objeétum aliquod remotioris temporis, illud fubito deferentes, fe per
modum eXcurfus copvertunt ad homines fui aut proximi temporis, ut ex
Yabjeéto prephstiz fuz illos moneant, exhostentur, conwincant: quo
fa&o, prophetiz fuz filum repetunt,

Cavon X
Interpretatio totius verbi divini, & pracipue quidem prophetiarum, ca
habenda ef optima, quz maximam feétatur & demonfirat orationis em-
phafin, ac fapientiam f{piritus fan@i, Regula bona & certa, & tamen
#d fubje@tum prophetia contextum prudenter applicanda.

I112
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obferve the energy of the words, the beauty of
the images, the riches of the thoughts, and the
{ublime and marvellous conceptions of Gob

him{elf.
Canvnon XL

A fure key for the interpretation of the pro-
phecies is to have a true underftanding, or folid
knowledge of Chrift Jefus, the eternal fon of
Gop, and the divine and infinite righteoufnefs
wrought out by him for the church, and of that
{fpiritual kingdom founded by him in the world,
according to thofe remarkable words of the
apoftle Paul. Rom. xi1. 6. Let us prophecy ac-
cording to the analogy or proportion of faith.
For the prophets all fix their eyes on the glorious
fon of Gop; and their minds were filled up with
Chrift, and fired with zeal to prophecy chiefly of
him and his glorious kingdom, and the times
and prerogatives of that kingdom.

Canon XIE,

Cavon XI

Certa clavis Interpretationis prophetiarum eit intelligentia vera Jesv
CurisTI, & jusTiTIZ per illum procuranda ecclefiz, & REGNI fpiri-
tualis, ab ipfo in orbe fundandi, fecundum iilud apottoli, Rom. xii. 6.
Prophetandum efle £ai ten analogian tes pifices. Prophetas de Meffia, ejufs
que regno, et regni ejus temporibus ac preregativis, pracipue vaticinatos
effe, evici part. ii. cap. v. § vii. Confer. 1 Pet. i, 10, 11, A&, iiL 244
Rom. iii.21. Quis dubitet ? Ipfe Meffias de fe. Pf. x). 3. Ecce venio:
invoLumiNe LIy feriptum eft px me.  Favet ratio, Spiritus enim
propheticus eft fpiritus Chrifti; &, cum inter effe@ta divinz providentiz
& gratiz nullum majus, illutirius, & magis falutare fit, qguam RZGNUM
CuxisTi Jesu : eft utique probabile, prophetas, libere de fuinris vatia
vinantes, llag maxime costemplatione fe eccupatos habuiffe,
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Carxon XII

There is a two-fold method of interpreting
the word of Gop, and efpecially the propheciesz
the one is dry, barren, and infipid---the other is
liberal and richly divine, full of an high-fpirited
un&tion and pathos. Of the former method,
thofe divines that follow that, feldom or never
find Chrift Jefus in the grandeur, fulnefs, and
beauty of his perfon; nor do they pay much re-
gard to his glorious kingdom in the prophecies.
On the other hand, thofe wife and holy divines
who adopt the heavenly way of interpretation,
they find Chrift Jefus in his glories, offices,
graces, crucifixion and kingdom, and all the
grand things that belong to it. Undoubtedly,
this latter method is infinitely to be preferred
to the former. This is a rule of great ufe in
divinity. For certainly the holy fpirit of Gop,
which was in the prophets, either is not Chrift’s
fpirit; orif he is Chrift’s fpirit, he directly fpeaks
of Chrift; and if he {peaks diretly and clearly
of Chrift, it is the wifdom and glory of a good
interpreter firft, and abave all things, to feek
diligently after Chrift in the prophetic Scriptures,
and then, as the occafion favours, to demonftrate

| and

CaNXxonN XII

Quare cum duplex fit methodus interpretandi prophetias, altera fterilis,
altera liberalis, quarum illam qui fequuntur Chriftum Jefum & regnum
f)us =gre & rarivg, hanc qui adeptant, Chriftum & res ejus crebrius in
verbo prophetico deprehendunt : dubitandum nomrvidetur, quin pofterior
pr®ferenda fit priori, llluftrandus eft canon magni & utiliffieni ufus,
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and difplay Chrift in the lovelieft colours. Yea,
he ought never to thun any opportunity of pro-
claiming Chrift when it offers itfelf, but willingly
take it, and, with ardour of foul, at all times, to
feize it. A fad example of a dry, barren ex-
pofitor, we have in the learned Grotius: and we
have lovely examples of rich, evangelical ex-

pofitors in the amiable Mr. Henry and the judi-
clous Pr. Gill.

C anxonwn XIIL

As it 1s abfolutely certain that there are in the
prophecies diftin&t and bright delineations of
the whole counfel of Gop; fo judicious and
mafculine expofitors act rightly, who, in pro-
phecies which plainly treat of the kingdom of
Chrift, and its great affairs, induftrioufly and
keenly attend to the events of the church of
Chrift, which are known from facred and foreign
hiftory.----Lampe’s Synopfis of FEcclefiaftical
Hiftory, 12mo. 1726. and the larger hiftories
of the church, are of admirable ufe in this cafe.
---The bifhop of Briftol, in his excellent Differ-
tations on Prophecy, has judicioufly thewn how

profane

Cavnon XIII

Cum non probabile tantum, fed certum etiam fit, In verbo prophetico
efle diftinétas upotupefeis---& delineationes totius concilii De1: redte in-
ftituunt interpretes, qui in prophetiis, quas agere conftat de regnoe
Chrifti & fatis ejus, ad eventus ecclefiz Chrifti, ex hittoria notos, in~
duftrie attendunt, eofque ex iifdesn producunt, modo id fiat abfque i
mHa in feripturam illata,
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profane hiftory may be applied for the illuftration
of fcripture prophecies,

CANON XIV.

The interpretation of the prophets, and the
application of them made by Chnft and his
apoftles, and by the holy Spirit in the book of
the Revelations, is an excellent key for our
rightly explaining and applying the prophecies
which they have touched on and illuftrated.
'Who can doubt of this? feeing that every one
is the beft interpreter of his own words and
writings. Therefore it may be jutly concluded,
that the holy Spirit, in more recent or new pro-
phecies, alludes to ancient ones: yea, he often
ufes the fame words, phrafes, and images in the
New Teftament as he did before in the Old
Teftament; defigning by this to lead us by the
hand into the true underftanding of thofe lively
and glorious oracles.---See this fet in a ftriking
light, in almoit one hundred and thirty inftances
of images and expreflions, taken from the Old
Teftament, and applied in the Revelations, by
the learned and judicious Mofes Lowman, 8vo.

Canon XV.

CaxonN XIV.

Interpretatio fermonis ‘prophetici, fadta 4 Chrifto & ab apoflolis, & a
Spiritu fan&o ipfo in apocalypfi, wormMa eft & crLavis prophetiarum,
quas illi attigerunt, recte explicandarum. Quis dubitet ? cum enim/ver-
borum fuorum quifque optimus fit interpres.
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Cavon XV.

Whatever is declared or predicted concerning
fome certain perfon, in a moft excellent, glorious,
empbhatical, and chara&eriftic manner, in the
pfalms and the prophets; and yet the peculiar
properties, or glorious qualities and perfetions,.
will agree to no one perfon of that period of
time; or amongft mankind of any other time:
it muft be taken as a prediction of the Meffiah,
and as defcriptive of the glories of the eternal
fon of Gob incarnate. This rule will deceive
no man; but will hold good to the end of the
world,

Cavon XVL

In all prophecies which treat of the Lord
Jefus and his kingdom, that fenfe is beft which
is moft fpiritual and fublime. This canon hath
an eafy and certain evidence. For the kingdom

of

Camnon XV,

Quicquid excellenter, gleriofé, emphatice, charaderiflicé, de rersoxa
quadam, fuo nomine non appellata, in prophetiis aut pfalmis pradicatury
ita ut predicata fingularia in nullo illius, vel alicujus alterius temporis fub-
je@o fingulari demonfirari queant, accipiendum ¢ft tanquath dictum &
preditum de Mzssta. Canon hic neminem fallet. Argumenta pete ex
Deut, xviii. 18, P oviil, xvi, xxii, xb Ieixe Ixxxviii. cxviil, 22, 23,
Jef.iv. 2. vii. 14, 15. xlil. 1. liti. Zach.iii. 8, 9. xii. 10,~-~Thefe
are all glorious preditions of Chritt.

Caxown XVL
In prophetiis, qua de Chrifto & regno ejus agunt, fenfus ille eft opti-
mus qui quam maxime eft fpiritualis, Canon hic certam & facilem habet
apodeixin,---Regnum enim Chlirifsi aliud prenunciatum non eft in pro-
phetiis, quam quale illad manifetum fallum eft in tempore, Atqui
illud
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of Chrift is not otherwife declared and foretold
in the prophecies, than as it manifeftly appears
in the feveral periods of time. Now that king-
dem is not at all of this world ; butitis {piritual,
‘heavenly, and like Gop.  John xviii. 36. My
kingdom is not of this world. Rom. xiv. 17.
The kingdom of Gop is not meat and drink,
i. e. earthly and fenfual; but righteoufnefs and
peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoft; i. e. internal,
{piritual, and divine. Therefore no interpreta-
tion is of any worth or weight; none is right
and good, which underftands thefe things in 2
carnal and earthly fenfe, which are predicted of
a thing {piritual : for the atttibutes and qualities
of ‘a fpiritual fubjeét are fpiritual.

Canxon XVII

In prophecies ; in fome places which are pru-
dently to be diftinguifhed, you will find what 1s
ufually called a vlegov meclegor, a laff put firft: fo
that the fubjeét on which the prophet dwells is

put

illud non eft de woc MmuNDo, eft srrr1TUVALZ. Jobn xviii. 6. Rom.
%xiv. 17, Nulla igitur valet, nulla proba eft prophetiarum interpretatio
quz corporatiter intelligit, qua de re fpirituali predicantur, Rei enim
fpiritualis funt attributa & przdicata fpiritualia. Et spiriTus ipfe, cum
fpiritus fit, fpiritualia amat, non carnalia: & etiam tum ubi corporales
imagines, aut a corporeis rebus<defumptas lccutiones, adhibet in ora-

culis de CHR1sTO & REGNO ¢jus.
Cavnon XVIL

In prophetiis, quibufdam locis, prudenter difcernendis, obtinetaliquod
¥fisron proteron, ut nimirum id, in quo immorandum eft, poﬁcrlore loco
ponatur, ut contipue & ad ﬁncm perduci-pofit,

VoL, 11. K k
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put in the laft place, that it may be carried on
without interruption to the end.----See an ex-
ample in Zech. 1x. ¢, 10, 11, compared with
the 13th verfe.

Canvon XVIIL

The facred writers of the New Teftament,
when they are about to confirm their doétrines
from the prophetic writings, oftentimes borrow
words from one propher, and take the matter or
fa& from another.---See Matth. ii. 15. Hof.
xi. ¥. Jer. xxxi, 15. Rom. ii. 24. The words
from Ifai, 1ii. 5. The matter from Ezek. xxxvi.
20. Rom. 1x. 26, Matth, xiii. 35. The
words from Pf. Ixxviii. 2. The matter from
Pf. xlix. 4.

Canxon XIX.

In things which are future, we muft not in-
dulge an ungovernable fancy, or wild conjeétures;
but we ought to judge in a manner worthy of the
wifdom, faith, and modefty of a chriftian, con-

cerning

Canxonx XVIII

Scriptores Novi Teftamenti fententias fuas ex fcripturis propheticis
confirmaturi, fubinde ab uno propheta verba mutwantur, ab alic rem
fumunt,

CanNonx XIX.

In futuris non eft indulgendum noftris conje@uris, fed ut digaum eft
fide & modeflia chriftiana, qu indefinitius dicumtur, & per prophatias
parallelas non determinantur, reputandum, Deva illa voluiffe quoad
modum, perfonas, tempora, loca, & fpecies, pofita effe in fua potefiate,
----See thefe Canons of the great Campegius Vitringa, in Lis treatifs,
intituled, Typus Doérinz Propheticz, 4to, Franeker, 1726,
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cerning all things which are indefinitely fpoken
in Scripture, and not fully determined by parallel
prophecies. 'We muft always deeply confider,
that Gop determines, that the perfons, times,
places, modes and kinds of things, fhould be
always depofited in his own breaft, and intirely
in his own power; to fhew himfelf to be what
he is, the fovereign and glorious Lorp Gop.

V. Canons, or ruLEs, for the right underftand-
ing of the MORAL LAW, or ten COMMAND-
MENTS, '

Rvire L
The moral Law is perfett, and it binds every

one to full and exa& conformity in the whole
perfon to the righteoufnefs of this law, and to
entire obedience for ever; and in fuch a manner
as to require the utmoft perfetion of every pury,
and to forbid the leaft degree of every siv.

Ruvire IL

The Law is extremely fpiritual, and of fuch
vaft extent, that it reaches to the underftanding,
the will, and the affelions; and to all the
powers, motions, and paflions of the foul; and
to all our words, a&ions, and behaviour towards
Gop and man.

Ruviie HL
In this facred Law, one and the fame thing,
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in divers views and refpets, is required or for-
bidden in feveral commandments.

Rure IV.

Where a duty is commanded, the contrary fin
is forbidden; and where a fin is forbidden, the
contrary duty is commanded :---fo where a pro-
mife is annexed, the contrary threatening is in-
cluded; and where a threatening is annexed, the
contrary promife is included. Thus in the fifth
command, the promife of long life, the contrary
threatening to difobedient children is included.

Rvirze V.

Whatever Gobp forbids, is at »e time to be
done; what he commands, is a/ways our duty :

and yet every particular duty is not to be done
at all umes,

Ruvize VL

Under ozz fin or duty, a// of the fame kind are
forbidden or commanded ; together with all the
caufes, means, occafions, approaches to, and ap-
pearances of it, and provocations, motives or
excitations to that fin or duty.

Rvuvwre VI

What is forbidden or commanded to ourfelves,
we are bound according to our places and ftations
to endeavour that it may be avoided or performed
by other men, according to the duty of their
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places or ftations; otherwife we are partakers of
their fins, and guilty before Gop.

Rvuvr e VIIIL

In whatever 1s commanded to other men, we
are bound according to our places, ftations, and
employments, to be helpful to them, and to be-
ware of partaking with others in whatever is for-
- bidden.

See thefe excellent rules illuftrated and en-
forced by pertinent paffages of the word of Gop,
in the AssemsLies larger CATEcHISM,

Let it be obferved, that the aggravations of
our own fins are judicioufly comprized in the
following words :--1. Quis? 2. Quid? 3. Ubi?
4. Quibus auxiliis? 5. Cur? 6. Quomodo?
7. Quando ?---In Englith thus: Who? What?
Where? With what afliftance or aids? Why?
How, or in what manner? When ?---I have
found thefe of unfpeakeable ufe to myfelf for
more than thirty years palt. They are of ad-
mirable fervice to bring a chriftian to true re-
pentance and deep humility.

VI. Canoxs or rutes for underftanding the
glorious GosPEL.

Rvie L

That only is true cosper which is wifely
adapted to promote the utmoft cLorY of pIVINE
6RACE. By grace we do not mean the good-will
and bounty of Gob, as the creator and preferver

of
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of all worlds; which bounty extends to the
whole creation. Gop is good to all, and his
tender mercies are over all his works. In this
he aé&ts according te that unbounded goodnefs
which is effential to his nature. Many perfons
have no other coaception of divine grace, which
is the caufe of falvation, than that it is this
univerfal good -will of Gobp, as creator, of
which all creatures are the objeds in their ftate
of creation. This is a great and fatal miftake
of the Socinians, and many others who werge
towards their corrupt {entiments. |

Divine love, which is the origin of our falva-
tion, is the {overeign pleafure and good-will of
Gob. There is a fitnefs in the exercife of good-
nefs towards all creatures, as they were originally
formed by Gop their maker. But Gop doth net
provide for the recovery of guilty creatures, be-
caufe 1t is fit in izfelf, that he fhould do fo; or
becaufe it is agreeable to goodnefs, as it is na-
tural to Gop. If this was the cafe, thea Gobp
would not be at liberty to fave, or neot to fave
finners : but making provifion for their falvation
would be zeceflary to Gon. For all aéts of good-
nefs, as it is natural to him, are neceflary, and
not free acts of his will, although his will acs
freely 1n determining to put forth fuch acts of
woodnefs.

Divine grace, from which our falvation {prings,

is
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is abfolutely free favour, which aéts without any
inducement or motive in its objetts. If we con-
fider the temper and condu& of the fubjefts of
{alvation in their ftate of nature, we muft be
convinced of the truth of fovereign and abfolute
grace. We are naturally under the dominion of
fin: luft is the governing principle in us: our
carnal minds are enmity againft Gop: our minds
are alienated from the life of Gopn. Thefe are
our hateful, beaftly, and devilifh prsposrTrons.
And as to our condu& or behaviour, our con-
verfation is according to the lufts of the fleth;
fulfilling the defires of the fleth and of the mind.
We were arLL foolith, difobedient, deceived,
ferving divers lufts and pleafures, living in malice
and envy, hateful, and hating one another.

What can there be in creatures fo blind, fo
guilty, fo filthy, fo full of brutal and devilifh
difpofitions, fo utterly wnlike Gob, and deter-
mined in their hatred of his being and perfettions,
to invite the efteem, the defire, the good-will,
or delight of Gop to them? In a word, we are
as much fallen from Gop as the devils are, in-
tire defpair only excepted; and could ne more
recover ourfelves to the image of Gop than the
devils cap, without the aid of almighty, in-
vincible, and viétorious grace.

Men of corrupt minds, who hate the gofpel,
in order to difprove the abfolute freedom of

divine
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‘divine grace in our falvation, are obliged to rif¥

up in direét contradiétion to this dreadful, but
real reprefentation of the horrid difpofition of
our minds, -and of our conduét to Gobp in a ftate
of nature; and to maintain, that, in faé&t, we are
not fo corrupt in our hearts, nor fo criminal in our
altions, as the Scripture ftrongly and clearly re-
prefents us to be.

By grace we are faved. Eph. ii. 8. Thekind-
nefs and love of Gop our faviour towards man,
appeared, not by works of righteoufnefs which we
have done ; but of his mercy hath he faved us.
Titus 11, §. It is of faith, that it might be by
grace. Rom. iv. 16. Our falvation is intirely
and abfolutely of the grace of Gop, without any
works of ours. The admiffion of them, as con-
curring caufes with the grace of Gob, deftroys
the true nature of grace; for if it be of works,
then it is no more grace. Rom. xi. 6, Our
works are not the impulfive caufe of our falvation,
for that is the grace of the Father: nor the meri-
torious caufe, for that is the grace and redemption
of the Son: nor the efficient caufe, for that is the
grace of the Spirit: nor the fina/ caufe of our
falvation, for that is the glory of the grace of
Gop, difplayed to the very uttermoft to eternity.
‘The whole ultimate defign of Gop, is to magnify
the boundlefs riches of his grace. Let us try all
the doétrines of the gofpel by this rule: it is an

eternzl
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eternal and infallible rule: it will deceive no
man. °Tis a bright axiom of truth, ¢« That
whatever depreciates or eclipfes the grace of
Gop, is not gofpel; it never was gofpel; it
never can be gofpel; but proceeds from the
corrupt wifdom and abominable pride of man,”
“And, therefore, you may be as certain of this
truth as of your own exiftence, that whatever
principle is not calculated to promote the utmoft
glory of divine grace, cannot be true; it muift
be falfe, let it be embraced by any man, or fet
of men what{oever. No popes, or councils, or
{ynods, or affemblies of do&ors in divinity, can
make that doftrine to be true, which in theleaft
degree impoverithes or eclipfes the rich grace of
Gop; and therefore never receive it, but reje&
it with everlafting fcorn and abhorrence. Which
leads us to obferve,

Ruiue IL

The true pocTrRINES of the cospeL are {uch,
and muft be fuch as exclude goastING from man.
Where is boafting then? It is excluded. By
what law? of works? Nay, but by the law or
eftablifhed order of faith. Rom. iii. 27. Not of
works, left any man fhould boaft. Eph. ii. 9.
BoasTinG is abfolute or comparative.

ABSOLUTE BOASTING 1s this:--it coniifts 1n a
man’s thinking, affirming, and infifting upon 1t,
that he has, in the courfe of his life, performed

Vor. 11. L1 the
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the whole of his duty, and in fuch a manner ag
the law requires; and therefore he has a right to
life, according to that law, which is the rule of
his altions.

This kind of boafting cannot have place in any
man who acknowledges himfelf a finner, and that
he ftands in need of falvation: and, therefore,
this is not that boafting which the apoftle means,
when he fays, that boafting is excluded in the
affair of falvation; but it is comparative boaft-
ing which this great man oppofes.

CoMPARATIVE BOASTING only can be intended,
and it confifts in thinking and affirming, ¢ That,
by a proper and wife improvement of thofe
means which Gop affords to that end, we have
fecured to ourfelves life and happinefs, which
fome men have foolifhly negleéted to do, and
therefore perifh.”

In the apprehenfion of many perfons, the faét
ftands thus with men in the great bufinefs of
falvation, Gop is pleafed in infinite goodnefs to
make propofals of pardon and peace to them, and
affords them fuch advantages and means as are
fufficient, if they are not wanting to themfelves
to enable them to obtain thefe bleflings. Some
men and women act the wife, and others the
Joolifb part, in the pofleflion of thofe advantages;
and, therefore, the event is different, according
to their different temper and condu& in the

| fame



[ 267 1

fame advantageous circumftances.---For inftance,
PeTer and Jupas, through divine mercy, are
favoured with propofals of pardon and falvation,
and both have affiftances and means of the fame
kind to facilitate the attainment of thofe bleflings;
yea, which are fufficient to that end, if wifely
improved by both. PeTERr, he is fo prudent as
to confult his own welfare, and makes the beft
ufe of thofe helps and advantages, by which he
obtains the great bleflings which Gop in mercy
offers and promifes to beftow on fuch prudent
condu&t. On the other hand, Jupas, he is
foolifhly unmindful of his eternal interefts, and
neglects to improve thofe aids which Gop grants
him, by which he alfo might obtain life and hap-
pinefs; and therefore he miffes of the bleflings
which are offered and promifed to be given on a
good behaviour. Now, if this be the true ftate
of the cafe, PeTer has the proper ground for
COMPARATIVE BOASTING, or the fame reafon for
applauding his own wifdom and wvirtue, as Judas
hath for cenfuring his own vice, and condemning
his own folly; becaufe each had the fame gracious
propofals and the fame kind afliftances; and,
therefore; the welfare of PETER is owing to his
own good fenfe and virtuous attention, as the
ruin of Jupas is the effe&t of his own folly and
lazinefs. For PeTzr was not determined by di-
vine influence to act as he has done; but his

determination

Lla2
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determination to a&t the wife and virtuous part,
flowed from a rational confideration of the fitnefs
and wifdom of ating in fuch a worthy manner:
and it was poffible for Jupas to have determined
to a& in the fame manner, and by that to have
obtained the very fame holinefs and happinefs to

which Peter, by his virtue and good fenfe, ac-
quired a right.

This is that boafting which is excluded in our
falvation, and for which it is impoffible that any
man fhould have the leaft reafon or foundation ;
becaufe the wHoLE of our HOLINESS in principle
and altion 1s from Gop as the efficient caufe:
and all that he intends to fave, he will furely
bring to this humble and grateful acknowledge-
ment, that we are NoTHING, and that it is by
his crace alone we are what we are. Let us try
every doétrine of the cosprr by this rule, which
is fo plainly laid down in Scripture; and let us
be fure to reje¢t with difdain every principLE
which agrees not to exclude boafting from man.

Rveyee IHL
That alone is true cosper which is a proper
rounDATION for ftrong consoraTion in all true
BELIEVERS on earth,---It 1s the will of Gop, that
all true chriftians in the world fhould enjoy fuch
confolation; and, therefore, fentiments which
are not fuited to produce and maintain fuch
comfort in the foul, cannot be zrue; let the fen-

timents
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¢iments be held and propagated by any man or
fet of men whatfoever.

The deep peace and ftrong confolation of be-
lievers {pring from, and are founded on the fe-
curity of their moft important intereft, 1. e. the
ETERNAL sALVATION of their fouls. If their beft
and nobleft intereft is fafe and fecure, their joy
will be full; but if it be a matter quite uncer-
tain and precarious in I1TSELF, becaufe it is not
effeCtually provided by Gob, then the believer
will fall into dejetion and inexpreflible per-
plexity of foul: for nothing in the whole world
can more make the hearts of the righteous fad,
whom Gobp would not have made fad, Ezek. xiii.
g2. than a fuppolfition, that their eternal nappr-
NESs i1s doubtful 1x 1TseLF; which it muft be, if
the pardon of their fins, if the juftification of
their fouls, and if their perfeverance in faith and
holinefs, depend on their fickle and corrupt will,
without a determining influence upon it by the
fpirit of Gob.

Other men, who are not well acquainted with
the plague of their own hearts, may think it is
a fufficient ground of comfort and peace to have
offers of pardon and falvation, with aids afforded
to facilitate the pralice of virtue and the obtain-
ing a right to happinefs.

But found and ferious behievers, who are
deeply convinced of their impotence, and the
dreadful.
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dreadful depravity of their hearts, can hear of
nothing more difmal and diftrefling than this;
«« That their future happinefs depends upon the
free alings of their own will, without being de-
termined in its volitions by the good spiriT of
Gob ; becaufe they know that their determination
to chufe what is {piritually coop, is intirely the
effeét of the grace of Gob.

But we muft advance much farther ftill, and
affirm, that if it is fa¢t that final falvation is de-
pendent on the will of chriftians, without an
effe@tual influence upon it by divine grace, their
future BLESSEDNESS IS a thing impossiLBE; and
that they certainly know it muft be, becaufe they
are fenfible, that all a&ts of holinefs in them are
the pure effetts of an invincible and efficacious
operation of Gop the Hory SpiriT in their
hearts, who works in them to will and to do, of
his own fovereign good pleafure. Phil. 1. 13.
And, therefore, let us not fail to examine every
do&rine by this rule: for we may be affured, that
any principle, which s not calculated to adminifter
the STRONGEST CONSOLATION O regenerate per-
fons, can be true, however plaufible at firft view
it may appear to be.

Ruvie IV,

The true GospEL DOCTRINES are always accord-
iDg t0 GODLINESS, or the real gofpel promotes
vital
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vital holinefs in the fouls of men to the very
uttermoft. No principle can come from Gon,
which gives the leaft countenance to {in, or fa-
vours luft in the foul; or which fuppofes, that
a lower degree of obedience is required of us
now, becaufe of our incapacity to yield a perfect
and finlefs obedience through our deep and horrid
depravity which is within us.

To accommodate the law to our prefent weak-
nefs in its precepts, is the worft kind * of anti-
nomianifm; and to affirm, that we are not under
the law, as a rule of attion, is downright re-
bellion and infolence againft Gop: ‘’tis fuch
abandoned and fcandalous licentioufnefs as ought
to be abhorred by every true believer in the
church of Gob.---To fuppofe we are not under
the law, as a rule of action to Chrift our king,
and a rule of craTITUDE to Chrift our redeemer;
I fay, fuch a fuppofition neceffarily implies, that
no ats are unlawful, or finful; for where no law
is, there is no tranfgreflion. We are not freed
from the law, as a rule of conduét, nor is any
abatement made in its preceptive part; no, notin
the leaft. Neither does the divine law - giver
make any allowances for our defects or imper-
feCtions, and what are fometimes called our un-
allowed and involuntary fins. Nor does he
JusTIFy our perfons on the ground of a parRTIAL
OBEDIENCE to his jult and mory rLaw. This

would
* Dr. Qwen,
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would be to conceal, or deny, or mifreprefent the
true character of Gop, and be an everlafting
difhonour to his juftice, holinefs, majefty, and
eternal dominion over all.

We ought, therefore, ftrictly to examine every
dotrine by this rule; and not, for one moment,
advance any principle in religion, which is in-
confiftent with the purity, perfection, and exten-
five commands of the law. For Gop cannot
abate; he never will abate of the ftriétnefs of
his precepts, in order to fave finners; nor will
he ever juftify their perfons without a RicrTEOUS-
NESS, a divine and infinite RIGHTEOUSNESS, which
is abfolutely and eternally anfwerable to his pre-
cepts, in their utmoft purity and extent. As we
muft not dare to corrupt the glorious dottrines
of the gofpel; fo we muft and will refolutely
maintain the doltrine of the law in its purity,
perfection, and dignity, whilft life, and thought,
and immortality endures.

Rvie V.

The TruTHs of the GosPEL are one uniform
glorious systeMm, confiftent with itfelf, and with
the wonderful and adorable cuaracTER of Gob,
and with what is ufually ftyled the anarLocy of
FAITH; and free from all conTrRaADICTIONS and
apsurpiTies.  Contradictory principles cannot
poflibly be truths. One or other of {uch prin-
ciples muft certainly be falfe, But there is no

inconfiftency
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inconfiftency in the glorious gofpel: it is all one
beautiful fyftem of grace; of free, abfolute,
fovereign grace. 'WORKS and GRACE, as CAUSES
of SALVATION, are oPPOSITES; and, therefore,
we muft never dare to attribute our falvation
partly to works, and partly to grace; nor afcribe it
fometimes to one, and fometimes to the other.

There have been many, and there are ftill too
many INCONSISTENT PREACHERS. And often we
fee the do&rinal part of a fermon and the appli-
cation clath and difagree, either through the
miftaken conceptions of the preacher, concern-
ing fome truths; or for want of a due con-
fideration to exprefs himfelf in fuch a manner,
that his difcourfe may, in all parts of it, be
uniform and confiftent with the pure gofpel,
and with itfelf. The former is the effe&t of a
weak and miftaken judgment; the Jaster dif-
covers a want of attention, or a criminal neg-
le&t to compare {piritual things with fpiritual;
which is a great blemifh and difgrace to the
charalter of a true minifter of the gofpel of
Chrift.

‘Thefe rules are moft plainly fcriptural, and
therefore they are infallible and eternal. All the
wildom of the world, and all the artifices of hell,
can never overthrow or deftroy them: they are
abfolutely invincible, and triumphant over all

oppofition. Here we have firm footing, and
Ver. 11, M m folid
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folid rock for our fouls to eternal ages, Let ug
fce what is done.

No dottrine which echipfes the glory of divine
grace; which excludes not boafting; which is
not a proper ground of freng confolation in true
chriftians ; which is not according to godlinefs,
and allows of the leaft fin; which is inconfiftent,
or agrees not with the analogy of faith;--can be
true.---Let us, therefore, carefully examine every
fentiment in religion by thefe plain and eafy rules.
‘We may be abfolutely certain, as we are of any
axiom or truth in pure geometry, that thofe
principles are divine truths which agree with
them, and that thofe which do not are errors,
let who will embrace and defend them. All the
wifdom, and learning, and authority in the world
can never make error to become truth ; and great
and omnipotent is the truth, it muft and will
prevail and triumph over error to eternity.

If all men, profefling to believe divine revela-
tion, would but honeftly try their notions by
thefe plain and ealy ruLes, and be determined
in all their religious opinions by them, which we
all ought to be, they could never pefter and in-
jure the church of Chrift with pernicious doc-
trines, which many have done, and are now
doing, to the great dithonour of Gop, and the
mexpreflible grief of wife and holy fouls.

But
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But as for us, who love the gofpel, and have
the honour to be put into the room and ftead
of Gop our Saviour himfelf, let us never be
afhamed of, nor afraid to preach thofe precious
doétrines which are capable of being proved true
by thofe divine rules or evangelical canons, tho
men of learning and fcience may objelt to them,
and defpife us for preaching them. The gofpel
always had, and we muft expeét 1t will have,
numerous oppofers, fo long as the human mind
remains carnal; for that will eternally deem the

things of the {pirit of Gop foolithnefs, and fuch
as ought to be rejected by every worldly wife

man,
RECOLLECTTION.

- Thus we have gone through the general rules
for underftanding the. holy Scriptures---we have
entered into the fpecial rules for interpreting the
word of Gop---the rules for underftanding the
prophets, from the learned and judicious Vitringa
---rules for underftanding the moral law---and
canons to aflift us to difcern the gofpel of Chrift,
from the judicious and excellent Mr. Brine;---1
do, with great chearfulnefs and confidence, com-
mit thefe rules, which have ftood the teft of
ages, to the blefling of Gop our Saviour, and
the deepeft confideration of the people of Gop;

praying that our love to Chrift may abound yet
more

Mm 2
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more and more in knowledge, and in all judge-
ment. Amen.

e e A e

Selet BOOKS on this suejEecT.

1. Dr. Thomas Ridgeley’s Sermon at the funeral of the great Joha
Hurrion, 1731.

2, Mr. Brine’s Anfwer to Dr, Fofler, 8vo. 1946,
5. Vitringa’s Typus Do&rinz Propheticze, 4to. 1726,
4. The Aflemblies larger Catechilm, $vo.

5. Diligence in Study ; a Sermon by Mr. John Brine, 1757.----This is
one of the moft judicious and wife Sermons I ever read.

N. B. T am happy to inform my dear inquifitive readers, that all the
rules for underftanding the fcriptures in general; and the prophets, the
law and gofpel in particular, are wifely obferved and richly exemplified
in the Expofitions of Bp. Patrick, with Mr, Lowth’s Continuation on
the Prophets : in the amiable and firiking Mr. Matthew Henry : by the
great and learned Vitringa, in his famous Commentary on Ifaiah: by
Dr. Gill, in his vaft work on the Old and New Teftament : by Dr. Guife,
in lvs judiclous Expofition of the New Teftament: and by the fprighdy
and devotional Dr. Doddridge, In his New Verfion and Paraphrafe,
6 vols. 4to. with the great Dr. Owen’s Expofition of the Epiftle to the
.Hebrews, 4 vols. fol.---It is, I think, impofifible for a true chriftian, or
ftudent of tafte, to.open any of thefe precious works, for one hour, without
fome fingular improvement in knowledge, holinefs, and pleafing devotion
to Gop.---But for illuftrations of particular pafiages of Scripture, none
are equal to thofe of Dr. Witfius and Mr. Hervey. You can hardly open a
page of their works, without meezing with fome beautiful criticifm, or
devout remark on the moft fublime and rich parts of the word of Gob,
Thefe two incomparable autliors appear to have all the talents requifite
to conflitute the beft expofitors of Scriptere: clear perception, rich
imagination, correltnefs and delicacy of tafte, lively paflfions, vigorous
faith, rational ardent devotion, found learning and elevation of thought,
with every cther imaginable excellence that can form the complete
chriffian and the able divine. Read them ten thoufand times, you are
never weary ; you are always inftruled, and richly improved,

A CON-



