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he carried it tenderly to poor people, and relieved
them in ten thoufand ways. Chrift had a fund
ready always to relieve the poor: his heart was
delighted with alts of goodnefs towards them :
he felt an high gratification in foothing the for-
rows and ,relicving their wants: and he did all
manner of good freely for the fake of pleafing
and refrefhing his own heart with the doing of
it: he was a ftranger to mean felfifbnefs: he
hoped for nothing again, but what in them was
the fruit of his own grace: he continued in a
courfe of doing good with refolute delight, with-
out wearinefs or ftopping his hand, though he
met with bafe returns and ungrateful ufage from
his difciples and others around him: and he ftill
continues in a courfe of alltive and unwearied
benevolence to his people and mankind all over
the world, every moment. |

Chrift’s goodnefs and mercy to his bitter

enemies.

This tranfcends all the conceptions of men
and angels, and defies all the power of eloquence
to difplay its riches and glory.

Chrift was born to live and die for his enemies:
‘he hungered, thirfted, prayed, and preached, for
the fake of his enemies: he travelled, and
- laboured, and {weat, and wept, and bled, for
his worft enemies : he was tempted, and mocked,

fpit upon, and buffetted, and crucified, and dead,
and
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and buried, and rofe again, for the falvation and
happinefs of his enemies : he {poke good words
to his enemies: he exerted good a&ions againft
their bad ations, and was unwearied in his kind
conduét towards them: he never let the evil of
his people’s bad temper and altions get the
power over him, fo as to excite him to ven-
geance and wrath. Chrift never retains a fecret
grudge againft his people’s fouls, for their former
provoking behaviour towards him; nor does he
defire that evil may befal his people, though
they often affront him by their vile lukewarm-
nefs and black ingratitude. O! the height and
depth of the riches of the love of Chrift! how
unfearchable are his gracious purpofes, and his
ways of mercy are paft finding out!

2. Justice and univerfal rquiTy in CHuRrisT.

Chrift had the moft righteous heart that ever
was formed by Gob. In him you fee the moft
perfect univerfal rectitude of mind and manners
that ever was feen in the vaft empire of Gob.

The juftice of Chrift confifts in his ardent and
immutable regard to the rights of the divine
nature; and to all the divine perfons in that
nature, with a determined attention to preferve
thofe rights inviolate to eternity. He alfo felt
the utmoft regard to the rights of mankind, and
refolved never to violate thofe rights in any in-

ftance
Cc2
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ftance whatf{oever. Never, no, never did any
perfon pay fuch ftri¢t and invariable attention to
juftice in all his thoughts, words, and alions,
as Chrift. In his temper and condu you fee
no rudenefs, or harfh manners; no unkindnefs,
or furly carriage ; no violence, or {pite; no bit-
ternefs of fpirit; no oppreflive and cruel conduét;
no ingratitude for any kind fervices done to him;
no tyrannic temper; no fpirit of perfecution, or
injury done to men in their civil rights, on ac-
count of the faith they profeffed, or the worthip
they practifed. When his fierce difeiples were for
calling for fire from heaven to burn the people
that ufed him bafely, he turned and rebuked
them, with thefe pungent words : ¢ Ye know not
what manner of {pirit ye are of.” Luke ix. g5,
On the other hand, what affability and courteouf-
nefs appear in all his temper and manners! what
ftrict regards to the rights of confcience! how
carefully did he avoid every thing that would
injure the mind and fpirit of others; and how
ready to communicate wife thoughts and good
affections, with every thing which one mind

could do for another, in order to its becoming
wife and good.

In Chnift you fee the utmoft love of truth.
There was the moft beautiful conformity of his
words and altions to the upright intentions of
his hearr: and he never violated the law of

rational
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rational and moral truth for one moment in the
whole courfe of his life. Thefe glorious qualities
and perfections fhone forth, like the fun in its
meridian fplendor, in the temper, life, and death
of the Lord Jefus Chrift. But who can defcribe
all his boundlefs beneficence, or his indefati-
gable delight in doirg good? who can declare
all his merciful, tender, and forgiving actions,
which ftreamed from his heart every hour and
“moment ?

O! how rich was his forgivenefs to all humble
‘penitents who fell at his feet ? how totally did he
fupprefs all vindiétive fentiments ? how did he
preferve a kind, benevolent difpofition towards
the offender! what moft folemn affurances did
he give to Peter, and other penitents, of his per-
fect, hearty reconciliation! and how generoufly
did he admit them into all the confidence of his
friendfhip, and the tendereft feelings and melting
mercy of his whole heart! With his laft dying
breath he begged of his father to forgive his
murderers; and about feven weeks after, he
wafhed three thoufand of them in his blood,
which they had fhed, and took them into his
very {oul.

What an AssEMBLAGE of GRACES and BEAUTIES
are yet behind, which fhone in Chrift’s temper
and life with a luftre before unknown, and fince

| abfolutely
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abfolutely unparalleled !---See Dr. Doddridge’s
fine defcription of the temper of Chrift, in his
preface to Fam. Expof. vol. iii.

1. What TeEMPERANCE and sorriETY !

His natural appetites were never too firong
and impetuous: his defires never once became
difproportionable to their obje&, fo as to exceed
the bounds of reafon, and hurry him on to an
unfeafonable or exceflive gratification of them:
nor were his appetites ever improperly or unfea-
fonably gratified. Not an inftance can be given
of the improper or unfeafonable indulgence of
any appetite in the whole courfe of his life. Our
greateft danger arifes from the excefive indulgence
of our appetites: be they ever fo innocent, or
the gratification of them ever {o {eafonable, yet,
if this be carried to an immoderate degree, it
becomes finful. But never; no, never, did
Chritt difcover the leaft excefs of indulgence of
any appetite or paffion: his appetites and paffions
were obedient to reafon, and his reafon was per-
feétly obedient to Gop.

2. What cuastity of gopy, Minp, and
IMAGINATION !

Chrift had a fixed abhorrence of every fpecies
of impurity, and the fweeteft fenfe of the dignity
of chaftity : and he was confcious that he pofleft
that dignity in the higheft degree of perfeétion

in
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in his body, foul, paffions, and imagination!
He inculcated the ftricteft chaftity on all his dif-
ciples: not only an abftinence from the grofs
outward alts of uncleannefs, but from impure
~ thoughts and polluting defires: to this end he
opened and explained the fpiritual intention of
the feventh commandment. Matth. v. 27--30.
And his pratice was the fineft illuftration of
his own expofition; for he lived at the utmoft
diftance from every thing of an unchafte nature
in body, foul, and imagination! O! my friends,
let us bluth when we review our paft temper;
and let us, with infinite ardour, imitate the lovely
example of our deareft and beft friend, redeemer,

and Gop!

3. What piLicence and activity for the cLory
and INTEREST of Gop!

Chrift abhorred all floth and idlenefs every
moment of his life! he never {pent one minute
i trifling or impertinence: he never did one
thing that was to no good purpofe, nor did he
mif-time the actions of life, or the bufinefs that
Gop appointed him. You fee no delays or put-
offs in his conduct: he never deferred till to-
morrow the great work that was to be done to-
day. But you fee in him a wifdom and dignity
in the employment of every part of his time---
he was always early in his bufinefs for Gon

and man---he was all life, a&ivity, and vigour,
every
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every hour of the day---he was conftant in his
labours, without ever fainting or going back;
and glorioufly perfifted in his labours wich a
noble refolution, and fteadfaft perfeverance, to
his death. ©O! that we did but blufh at our
lazinefs ; and may we be animated by his lovely
example to be always abounding in the work of
the Lord ta the very end of our life!

4. What HEAVENLY - MINDEDNESS and continual
SELF-ADVANCEMENT appear in CHRIsT!

QOur glorious mafter had the moft vivid and
realizing views of the heavenly glory: he had
the moft confident expectation of things hoped
for; and the evidence, the demonfiration, the
moft piercing conviétion of things not feen;
i e. invifible perfons, tranfafions, and bleffings :
thefe are shings which could not poffibly be feen
by an eye of fenfe: he knew there was a glorious
heaven, and he felt it in his fouvl: he was a
living, moving heaven, wherever he went, by
day and by night: he had all the difpofitions of
heart that were fuited to the heavenly ftate and
world : he lived and breathed in the very air of
heaven: his life and umagination, paffions and
tafte, were all in heaven, every moment: and
from this fixed and ardent defire of heaven, he
had the moft fublime views of felf-advancement,
which rpade him wife in the condu& of himfelf,
and kept him continually in a proper frame of
mind. The
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'The great Dr. Samuel Wright wifely obferves,
“ We are all fenfible of the happy frame and
temper a perfon may be put into, by a good
PROSPECT Of ADVANCING HIMSELF t0 any thing
defirable and bonourable in life.”---If we have
regular and well-grounded views of fuch an-
VANCEMENT, it gives an eafinefs to our minds
under prefent difficulties and difadvantages; it
puts us upon a dignity of conduét that is more
fuited to our expetted ftate than to our prefent
ftate.  Our fpirits are amplified, greatened, and
moulded, by our hopes, in proportion to the
value we fet upon that exalted ftation we have in
our eye, and the defire we have toward it. Thus
it was with our adorable Lord and mafter:
heaven was full 1n his eye, and his whole foul
darted out in one continued ardent defire after
the full fruition of his father’s glory, and the
deepeft depths of his boundlefs love. Thefe
views of being advanced to be the wonder and
ornament, the fovereign and commander of
the whole creation of Gop, infpired him with
fuch a fublimity of fpirit, fuch a ferenity of
mind, and fuch decorum of a&ion, as ftruck

all the angels with the utmoft veneration and
aftonifhment.

5. What sincersTY and INTEGRITY of HEART!

Chrift had always a fingle intention and aim
to pleafe Gop, and approve himfelf to him,
D d through
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through his whole caurfe. The pleafing of Gop
was his prevailing aim, and the ardent defign
of his heart and life. He made an impartial en-
quiry into the whole extent of his duty to Gop
and man; and exerted himfelf to the very ut-
moft in an intire and univerfal application to
the practice of obedience, without any referve,
or exception to the leaft part of the will of
Gop. His pure and noble fincerity compre-
hends inTEGRITY 1n 1ts bright burning luftre, or
the making confcience of the whole compafs of
duty to his heavenly father, and all mankind,
His governing end was to pleale Gob, which
 made him as carefully purfue that end as though
there was nothing elfe in the whole univerfe that
deferved one moment’s attention through every
period of his immortal exiftence: and in every
minute of his life he was impartial in his fearches
what the mind and will of Gob was; and univer-
fal obedience to all the known will of Gop was
his ftated aim, his fteady refolution, and zealous
endeavour: and through the whole there was a
lovely correfpondence and harmony between the
inward fentiments of his heart, the words of his
mouth, and the actions of his life.

6. What TenpErNESS of HEART ran through all
his TeMpER towards Gop and Man!

There never was a foul in the world, which

had fuch a lively fenfe of fpiritval and eternal
obje(ts,
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objeéts, as the precious foul of Chrift: he had a
‘quick and ready fenfe and feeling in {piritual
things: he had a keénnefs and life in his appre-
henfion of all divine objeéts: light in the mind
was the guide of all his powers and actions: he
had ready refleftions of confcience, to mark the
precife difference between moral good and evil,
with as much exactnefs as the EvE perceives a
difference in coLours, or the £ar a difference in
souNDs, or the TasTe a difference in Foopns: he
had a tender, pliable difpofition to yield to all di-
vine influences of the holy Spirit, and to engage
him in the prattice of univerfal obedience: he had
a tender regard to the word of Gop in all its dif-
coverics: he had a ready and reverential fub-
je&ion of foul to the abfolute prerogative and
dominion of Gob in its utmoft extent, without
the leaft exception or relutance for a lingle
moment of his life: he had a tender averfion to
all fin, a tender fubmiffion to all the events of
providence, and a moft tender regard to the
honour and dignity, and glory of Gop: he did
all in his power to promote the divine glory :
and he rejoiced in every thing that had a ten-
dency to advance the dignity of Gop’s moral
character through the whole courfe of his life.

7. What refolute PERSEVERANCE and CONSTANCY
in great and good acTrons!

His exercife of grace and duty to Gop and
Dd 2 man,
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man, was habitual and conftant, in oppofition to
that which is meerly occafional, or by fits and
ftarts of duty. It was the fteady, and deter-
minate defign and purpofe of Chrit to ad-
here to Gop and his duty at all times. Vital
religion was the ftated and ordinary bufinefs of
his life: and in this glorious temper and courfe
he perfifted to the end of his days. The fted-
faftnefs of Chrift in religion was the glory of
his character : his courfe of obedience was exaétly
uniform, regular, and without any ficklenefs or
variation: he was ftrenuoufly obedient unto
death, and finithed the work that Gop gave him
to do. O! that we, my dear brethren, may
follow him to the end of our courfe, and be
generoufly faithful to death.

8. What zeavL for good works appears in
| CrrisT!

Zeal is a mixture of love and anger; of love
to Gop, and anger at all things which injure the
character and glory of Gop.

The glory of Gop is the moft illuftrious
appearance of all his perfections in the works of
ereation and redemption,

Zeal 1s a moft deep and ardent concern for the
beft and deareft objelts in the world; 1. e. the
glorious Gop and the fouls of men. Chrift had
thefe objetts deeply at heart, and they never

efcaped
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efcaped his attention for a fingle moment of his
life. 'The zeal of Gop’s houfe eat him up; i. e.
devoured his very {pirits, and abforbed his whole
foul. In Gob’s houfe the loft profpe&s of Gop
are reftored to precious fouls; and the loft fouls
of men are reftored to the image and fruition of
Gop. Chrift had a ftrong and forcible defire to
promote the genuine influence of the moft im-
portant and glorious principles of the gofpel in
the fouls of his people, attended with -2 kind and
candid fpirit, tempered by benevolence, guided
by knowledge, {weetened with meeknefs, un-
leavened by a party {pirit and blind bigotry, con-
fcientious in his regards to the utmoft obligations
of Gop, and adjufted to the evidence and impor-
tance of the glorious truths of divine revelation.

Chrift paid the greateft attention to all thofe
perfons and things that are allowed to be of the
higheft concern, and was affeted towards them
in proportion to their importance, ufefulnefs,
and glory, which he, as the wifeft and greateft
perfon, did always defire to feel, in order to fe-
cure the greateft poffible good; i.e. the very
utmoft exertion of all the perfetions and perfons
of the Godhead, in the effe@®ual and boundlefs
falvation of the whole world of his people.

Chrift’s zeal was the fprightly vigour and
ftrenuous attivity of every holy affetion and
difpofition of his pure and fpotlefs foul; and his

earneftnefs
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carneftnefs and intenfenefs in every fpiritual ad,
of love, of faith in Gop, of hope and truft, of
refignation to Gop, and refolution for him. It
was the performance of every a&t of devotion
with life and clofe application, as the moft upright
fervant of Gop; and with the exercife of thofe
holy difpofitions which are {uitable to it.

Chrift was exceeding zealous for all manner of
GooD woRrks, that were for the honour of Gop
and the happinefs of immortal fouls. To be
zealous of good works, is to be very forward to
engage in them, chearful in performing them,
Jolicitous to do our very utmoft in them, that
they may be more for quanTiTy and better for
quariTy than ever. And, O! where can we find
2 foul fo zealous as Chrift, for the promotion
and practice of the richeft good works every hour
of his life. Surely, he was forward to engage
in them, chearful in the performance, and folicitous
to exert himfelf to the very utmoft in them,
Never, never, did men or angels behold fuch
amazing good works for the vaft abundance in
quantity, and fo fuperlatively beautiful in quality,
as thofe performed by our Lord Jefus Chrift!
O! believers, flrive to imitate your bleffed Lord;
and let your good works be more for QUANTITY,
and better for quariTy, than ever appeared be-
fore fince you made a profeflion of faith, and
entered into a vital connexion with your bleffed
Lord.--~-This leads us to obferve, 9. What
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9. What aftonithing and boundlefs sexeFicExcE
and Mercy appear in the TEMPER and con-
pucT of CHrisT!

Chrift loved to do real good* to all round
about him; and was as ready to promote their
intereft as his own. Indeed, he made the intereft
of his dear people his own to all intents and pur-
pofes. He came into the world on purpofe to
diffufe the immenfe goodnefs of Gob all through
the nations of the earth to the end of time. Chrift
was quickened in his ardour to do good, by the
confideration that the objelts to whom he did
good, were dying creatures, ftepping faft into
eternity; and that if good was not done to them
now, they muft be loft for ever. Therefore his
whole life was one inceffant a& of kindnefs, one
uninterrupted feries of godlike beneficence. This
yielded him the fweeteft fatisfaltion of foul; and
it was the joy of his heart to exert, to the utter-
moft, all the talents of his holy mind, in the
very beft manner, to do good to the fouls and
bodies of mankind: and he profecuted his de-
fign with indefatigable induftry, fo that no
ingratitude could bear down or extinguifh
his generous temper: mercy to the guilty, to
‘the poor, and to the miferable, was the con-
ftant wiumph of his godlike heart.  O! my

| reader,

* Dr, Cotton Mather was 2 glerious imitator of Chrift. Every morn-
ing, for forty years, he afked himfelf this quefticn, ¢ What coop fhall
Tdotopavy?
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reader, is not your foul ftruck with wonder and
‘delight at this lovely temper, which is fo full of
beneficence, mercy, and forgivenefs? and doth
not your heart glow with the utmeft ardour

to refemble, as much as poffible, fo charming
and godlike a temper!

10. What SUPERIORITY to the worrD and all its
attraftive BLANDISHMENTS !

He clearly difcerned the vanity * of all things
here below, and the utter infufficiency of worldly
good to make 2 foul happy. You {ee in Chrilt’s
temper and conduét a vifible contempt of thofe
things in which worldly men place their chief
joy. Earthly wealth, pledfures, and preferments,
(that three-fold cord whereby the god of this
warld 1s drawing the men of it into everlafting
perdition) he refufed and defpifed, as vain and
dangerous ; and chofe to appear in a low {tate

of life to fet an example to the poor people of
Goo.

11. The provity of CurisT’s sour, and the pe-

coruM and BEauTy of his conpuvcr, as the
rzsuLT of that pionITY.

Chrift was in a ftate of fettled honour in his
foul, arifing from a vivid confcicufnels of the

fupreme

* See that Imart little piece, The Vaxiry of the Worco, rzmo,
1668, by the eloquent and nervous bilhop Hopkins. 1 with it was re~

printed in 3 fmall fize for the pocket, like Mrs, Rowe's Devaut Exsrcifes
of the Heart, 254°.
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fupreme powers of his underftanding and reafon,
and the lovely qualities of holinefs and beauty
in his heart, which rendered him infinitely
fuperior to all the race of mankind: thefe
godlike qualities infpired him with an habitual,
ardent felf - efteem, on account of his intenfe
union of foul with the Godhead in the perfon of
the eternal Sen, in all his infinite perfeions ;
and from this vital union he felr the moft dig-
nified difpofitions, and the utmoft grandeur of
the paffions ; carrying him into the moft noble
‘altions and honourable conduét; introducing
him into the moft glorious diftinétions that
Gop’s intenfe love could beftow; in the holy
life of Gop; in the empire of Gop; and in the
tenderelt approbations and f{weeteflt delight of
Gob.
Let us review this a little farther,

I repeat it again, what decorum and dignity
appear in his character and conduét!

The propriety and confiftency of his behaviour
he maintained to the laft; and it demands our
obfervation, delight, and imitation.

- The chara&er he fuftained was indeed very
extraordinary and various; but in every part of
it appeared a beautiful congruity.

In the mighty and miraculous works he
wrought, the avtuority with which he de-
Vor. 11, E e livered
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livered his doltrines and precepts, and his wun-
bounded coobpNEss---in thefe appeared the Gopb.

His humility, meeknefs, mildnefs, condefcen-
tion, courteoufnefs, affability, pity, easiness of
ACCESS, INOFFENSIVE TEMPER, compliance with
the innocent customs of life, and on a proper
occafion encouraging VIRTUOUS CHEARFULNESS.
Thefe things fhewed the man, the God - like
man; and {et HUMAN NATURE in its moft AcrEE-
aBLE LIGHT : and furely a more lovely picTurE
of the dignity of human nature, men, angels, and
Gop himfelf never {aw or can fee to eternity.

RECOLLECTION.

We have here furveyed the greateft charaéer
in life; and, from the depth of my foul, I adore
Gobp for fending his dear fon to exhibit fuch a
charater to a loft, perithing world. And now,
my dear readers, with this lovely and venerable
objeét full in your view, let me intreat you to
afk yourfelves fuch queftions as thefe:

Could a perfon who appears to have fuch a
deep and divine fenfe of Gop upon his foul, fuch
a truft in the divine providence, fuch a {pirit of
free and chearful obedience to the whole will of
Gop, and fuch an ardent and fublime worfhipper
of Gop! could fuch a perfon be a wild enthufiaft,
or a bafe, deceitful impoftor, engaged in an art-

ful defign to enflave and ruin mankind? Your
heart
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heart rifes with a generous indignation at the
thought, and you reply, No; thefe are not the dif-
pofitions or the words of him that hath a devil !

You have here feen the wifeft confideration,
the deepeft humility, the fweeteft meeknefs, the
moft perfect contentment, the fineft prudence,
and the moft invincible fortitude, all united in
one and the fame heart and charaler! and canp
~ you for one moment admit of the leaft fufpicion,

that he was any other than the eternal Son of the
“moft high Gobp! and therefore muft you not
~ give the utmoft credit to his fublime doétrine
~ and miffion!

We have furveyed his love to his people, and
his benevolence to mankind: we have feen the
moft perfet juftice in his temper and deport-
ment to all the world. |

‘We have viewed his perfonal and focial graces,
and have feen, with rapture and delight, his
temperance, chaftity, diligence, and attivity---
his heavenly -mindednefs and aim at continual
felf-advancement in Gop---his utmoft fincerity
and integrity---his fenfibility, or tendernefs of
heart towards Gop and man---his refolute per-
feverance in all great and good altions---his
moft ardent and unwearied zeal for the divine
glory, and for the praétice of all manner of good
- works---his boundlefs beneficence and mercy---
his glorious fuperiority to the whole world and

Ee2 all
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all its blandifhments-~-the dignity and grandeur
of his foul; and the beauty and decorum of his
daily condud, as the refult of that internal dig-
nity! And now, O! ye men and angels, {peak,
and tell me, if it be poflible that this perfon
fhould be an impofter, to cheat, ruin, and de-
ftroy thoufands of millions of his followers, for
near eighteen hundred years paft! Does the
thought fhock you, my reader? does the bare
fuppofition fill you with aftonithment and grief !
then, O! then, how ought you to mourn in
tears of blood to think of milliens of wretched
Britons, who, at this very moment, treat him as
the moft contemptible enthufiaft, or the moft
abominable impoftor: who treat his gofpel as a
bundle of cunningly-devifed fables, or ruinous
lies, obtruded on mankind.

A SUPPLEMENT to this
CONTEMPLATION,.

A fhort view of the MORAL cHARACTER of the
PEN-MEN of the HOLY SCRIPTURES.

If we furvey the charaters of Mofes, Job,
Jothua, Samuel, David, Solomon, lfaiah, Jere-
miah, Ezekiel, Daniel, and the leffer prophets :
if we furvey the charaters of Matthew, Mark,
Luke, John, Paul, Peter, James, and Jude: we
thall find that they all had a deep and powerful
fenfe of Gop, a firm truft in providence, a chear-

ful
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ful obedience to the univerfal will of Gop, 4nd
were the moft fervent and fublime worfhippers
of the divine perfections. If you view their
temper and charatter with refpeét to themfelves,
you will fee the moft ferious confideration, hu-
mility, meeknefs, contentment, prudence, and
fortitude. If you view their temper and con-
dué with regard to the people of Gobp and the
people of the world, you fee the moft generous
love, mercy, forgivenefs, and beneficence : you
fee the pureft juftice and integrity of foul that
ever dwelt in mortal breafts: you fee the utmoft
fincerity, tendernefs, perfeverance, prudence, and
zeal, running through all the branches of their
temper, and fpreading a life and beauty through
their whole conduét to death. And can you
with patience hear thefe moft excellent men
ftiled mad enthufiafts, or rafcally impoftors!
Can you believe that thefe men were deeply con-
cerned in a villainous plot to cheat, rob, and
delude the thoufands and tens of thoufands who

received the Bible as a divine revelation at their
hands? | |

In a word, that infidel who can fuppofe thefe
men to be deluded enthufiafts, muft himfelf be
the moft abfurd and outrageous madman in the
world : or if he can dare to think that they were
artful impoftors and defigning knaves, he him-
{elf muft be the moft bafe and hell -hardened

villain
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villain that ever curfed the earth: he muift
neceflarily be one of the moft odious, the moft
abominable charalters that ever appeared in the
world.

On the other hand, the beft and wifeft of
men will always  have the higheft efteem, the
moft generous good-will, and the utmoft venera-
tton and delight in thefe glorious writers, who
were diftinguithed by the peculiar favour of Gop,
and dignified with the infpirations of the Holy
Spirit above all the men that ever lived or fhali
Live to the end of time. |

I now clofe my evidences of the divine au-
 thority of the Scriptures drawn from the coon-
vEss of the do&rine, the working of MIracLEs,
the fulfilment of PROPHECIES In ten views; and,
Yaftly, the moral cmaracTErR of the pen-men,
efpecially the glorious cHaracTER of the pIviNg
FoUuNDER of the chriftian religion. And I beg
my fenfible and inquifitive readers would re-
colle&t the whole evidence at once, as far as
their underftanding and memory will reach, and
then let them rife with me into the moft refpet-

- ful and ardent gratitude to Gop our faviour for

fo great, fo unutterable a blefling as a clear, 1n-
fallible, and DIVINE REVELATION !

O thou great, eternal fountain of truth, good-
nefs, and beauty, we adore thee for thine infinite
compaffions to loft, ruined man, difcovered by

giving
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giving him a revelation of all thofe gracious in
tentions which were hid in Gop from eternal
ages. We, by our moft defperate rebellion and
total apoftacy, had loft all right ideas of Gop,
all clear ideas of our duty and happinefs. Reafon
~ and confcience thundered in our ears, that we
were guilty, but we knew not where to look for
pardoning mercy. Our vile appetites and mad
paflions plunged us into frefh aéts of treafon, re-
bellion, and filthinefs. Our lufts rejgned over
us; and although conicience told us we were
flaves and drudges of the bafeft kind, yet we
had no heart to burft our fetters, and fight our
way into liberty and the dominion and empire
of virtue. We were fuch mean-{pirited wretches,
fuch foolith and abandoned flaves, that we had
no head to contrive a way in which we might
be recovered to holinefs and the loft image of
Gop ; nor a heart to rife to a fpirit of freedom,
and glorious fovereignty over all tyrant paflions
and lufts: but thy revelation, O! our Gop,
opens a bleffed method of fanétification in a full
and perfeCt recovery to a more intenfe holinefs
than that which our apoftate father loft. We
defire that our underftandings may adhere to
thee as the fupreme truth; our wills adhere to
thee as the fupreme good; and our affections
adhere to thee as the f{upreme beauty. We
would live from thee as our vital principle 5
live
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live like thee as our lovely pattern; and live to
thy glory as the laft end of our being. This is
the whole of our faith, our hope, and our ut-
moft defires.. Amen,

D e e ——

Select BOOKS on the csaracTer of CHRIST,
and his infpired PEN-MEN.

1. That great and excellent divine, ST2rnen Cuanrxocx, vob i, in
his admirable difcourfe on Spiritual Worfhip, has given me great infight
inte the (piritwal worfhip which Chrift paid to Gonb,

2. The wife and ferious Dr. SaMuer WrigrT, in his Scriprural View
of the Human and Socrar Gracks, has given me much help todeferibe
the numaN and socrAr virTvuEs of Cugzar. I with I had feen thefe
excellent tra&ls thirty years'ago.

3. Dr. Evans’s Ceristian Temrrr, in 2 vols. 8vo. is a work to
which I am much indebted in my delineation of the lovely temper of
Chntt,

4. Mr. John Mafon’s Chriftian Morals, g vols. 8vo. is a work of great
elegagce and beauty, for which I make my grateful acknowledgments,

5. In Dr. Doppripce’s preface to the 4d volume of the Famiry
ExrosiTon, we have a fine paffage, which I mufl infert here. Speak-
ing of the evidences of infpiration, he obferves, ¢ We do not meet with
any ftydjed encomiums on Chrift’s chara@ter. The authors dea) not in
foeh fort of produétions; but, which is a thoufand times betrer, they
fhew us the cxaracTeR itfelf, The fight of what is greas and beautj«
ful has another kind of effe€t than the moft eloquent defcription of it.
And here we behold the aAcTrons of Chrift, we attend his n1seounsxs,
#nd have a plain and open view of his Bxwaviour. In confequence of
this, we fee in him every thing venerable, every thing amiable. We fee
arerrEcTiON of coobNESs no where elfc in the world to be feen, or
to be heard,”

P. 8. I have not treated at Jarge on the Gedhead of Chrift in this Cona
templation, becaufe that fubject will be confidered in its proper place.

A CON-
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