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few, who alone are the fenfible, upright, coura-
geous men to dete¢t falfehood, unravel delufion,
difcern error, and expofe impofition: the only
friends to mankind, and bravely bold to declare
the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the
truth, and to own it in the midft of crafty and
knavith fellows, and wild mad enthufiafts, who
publifth thefe lies amongft the deluded multitude,
who are fuch fools as to believe what knaves and
madmen tell them concerning the gofpel.

RECAPITULATION.

Thus have we fhewn, in oppofition to the
deiftical {cheme, that the light of nature in the
works of Gop, and the reafon of man, are in-
{ufficient to difcover Gop clearly and fully to the
foul, to direct us in the true worfhip of Gop, to
make known a compleat fyftem of morality, and
to difcover effectual motives to virtue.—Reafon
is likewife infufficient to difcern the pardon of
fin, the fantification of the foul, and powerful
fupports under the troubles of life, and the ap-
proaches and terrors of death.—We have alfo
taken a fixfold view of the experience of the
whole world, as a ftriking evidence of the in-
fufficiency of reafon to lead man to eternal hap-
pinefs in Gop :—Laftly, we have expofed the
madnefs and folly of the deiftical fcheme to that
contempt and fcorn which it deferves from all
fenfible
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fenfible and honeft men in the world, by fhewing
the glaring abfurdities and thocking confequences
which attend that {cheme, and muft fink it to
eternity.

On this ground true chriftians triumph over
all their enemies ; we bid defiance to our boldeft
adverfaries ; we fear them not, yea, we dare them
to the fight; we will meet them at any time, and
have no dread of the iffue of the hotteft conflict.
O! believers, rejoice! your caufe is good, your
vittory is fure : you are built on the eternal and
immutable rock of truth; and the gates of hell,
i. e. the artifices of all the infidels in the world,
thall never prevail againft you. The church has
been ever affaulted, and always triumphant.—
But, at prefent, I muftclofe. In the next Con-
templation, we fhall fhew farther grounds of
triumph ; when we will endeavour clearly to ftate
the nature and difplay the evidences of the
infpiration of the holy fcriptures.

A

Read the following BOOCK S on the fubjelt
of the above DISSERTATION.

1. HarysurToN’s incomparable Treatife againft the Deifts, gfo.
1714.—This book was never valued equal to its worth and ufefulnefs, I
defy all the deifts on earth to give a folid anfwer to it,

2. Dr. LELand’s View of the Deiftical Writers, 3 vols. 8vo.—This
is a moft entertaining and inftru&ive work : I wifh fome able author would
give us a like work on the Socinian Writers, with an Account of the
principal anfwers to their errors by the ableft champions of the church of
Gobp.

3. Dr. LELanp’s laft great work on the NecessiTy of REVELA-
T10N, 2 vols. 8vo.—This book has had no an{wer, and 1 am perfuaded it

never will meet with a folid copfutation,
A CON-
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A CONTEMPLATION

O N THE

NATURE anop EVIDENCES

oFr

INSPIRATION.

It is poffible for GOD to communicate 1pEAS
to the human minp.—He can make himfelf
known to be GOD alone that {peaks.~—He
excited the Minps of the facred PeENMEN to
write,~He infufed the TaOUGHTSs and MaAT-
TER of the scriprure into their sours.~He
preferved their rational FACULTIES In SERENITY
and regular orpER.—He fecured them from
all ERrORS, and guarded them from making
any MISREPRESENTATION of FacTs.~The RE-
ALITY of their inspiRaTION demonftrated from
the fublime coopnEss and TENDENcY of the
DOCTRINES, LAWS, and PROMISES.

NSPIRATION is the infufion of the thoughts

and words of the fcripture into the minds of
the prophets and apoftles, by the Spirit of GOD.

The DIVINE AUTHORITY of the fcriptures
1s their right and power to demand obedience in
the name of GOD,

S 2 Divine
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Divine infpiration confifts in the wife and gra-
cious impreffion and influence of the {pirit of Gop
on the rational foul or mind of man, whereby, or
by which influence, the foul was enlarged in its
apprehenfions or conceptions concerning the per-
feGtions, intentions, and operations of Gob, In
much higher degrees than it could have attained
by refleCtion upon its own natural ideas, or by
education and reafoning, however exerted or im-
proved in any way whatfoever.

The divine authority of the facred {criptures,
is that peculiar and diftinguithing right they have
to be treated and regarded by men as true and
awfully divine.

The immediate ground or foundation of this
divine authority is, that Gop is their original
author, fource, and end : from him they came,
concerning his nature and councils they treat,
and to him they lead as their ultimate {cope or
end ; in his glory they confpire and terminate
for ever.

As Gop is the author or fountain of the holy
{criptures, fo his moft fublime and awful per-
fections are the only bafis or foundation of their
divine authority.

The fincerity and veracity of Gop demands
and deferves to be credited in whatever it de-
clares or foretells.

The
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The immutable faithfulnefs, and inflexible
juftice of Gop, exat our regards and affent in
whatever he proclaims and publithes as his own
fentiments and thoughts; and require the moft
grateful reception af the good that he promifes,
and the moft awful reverence of all the evil that
he threatens,

His boundlefs power and dominion over his
reafonable creatures demand immediate obedience
to all the laws he reveals; and his infinite good-
nefs and mercy require from us the moft grateful
acknowledgment for all the bleffings he beftows.

‘The obligation that arifes from the divine au-
thority of the fcriprures is eternal, immutable,
and fupreme ; therefore it gives way to nothing,
and ever remains inviolable,

Such is the perfection and excellence of the
facred fcriptures in themfelves ; and, confidered
in their own intrinfic purity and goodnefs, that
they ftand on theirown bafis abundantly felf-
fupported, nor can any recommendations of men,
or angels equal their own,

‘The Bible intrinfically deferves, that all rational
betngs fubmit to its authority, and be governed
by it wherever it is publifhed in the world.

As every will ought to adore it, fo every un-
derftanding ought to #all down before its autho-
rity, or its right to demand obedience in the
name of Gop. To
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To refufe fubjection to divine revelation, when
clearly feen and known, is to be looked upon
with horror, as the very effence of rebellion
againft Gop.

It is the moft malignant and daring treafon
againft the majefty of Gop.

It is violating the great and fundamental law
of heavenand earth : it is firiking at the founda-
tion of all the authority that is in Gop ; of all
the rights that refide in his eternal nature and
perfections ; even the throne of Gob refts on the
credit of the fcripture, and all his awful prero-
gative * is fupported by it.

In fhort, revelation, objeétively confidered, is
not only amiable, but venerable, facred, and
divine. It is not only the rule of man’s temper
and aions, but it is the fole rule and plan of
Gop’s own actions, which would render it facred
if it were not fo of itfelf ; but, moreover, it is
divine in the ftricteft fenfe; all neceflary truth
being an eflential eflux, or emanation, from the
infinite and all-perfect mind.

Hence the Bible appears not only poffefled of
the higheft worth, beauty, and excellence; but
invefted with a fupreme and abfolute authority,
not only attraltive, but really awful; of which
no other account can be given than the divine-

nefs

¢ The PrEroGAaTIVE of Gob confifts in his dignity or royal charaéter,

including perfonal fovereignty, abfolute perfetion, perpetual dominion
or cternity of empirs over all,
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nefs of the obje&t. Every ray of truth and

reafon indivine revelation does really participate
of the majefty of that Gobp to whom truth and
reafon all belongs, and whofe attribute reafon is.

This is aview of {cripture which ought never
to be forgotten or difregarded for one moment;
that every ray of truth in the law participates of
the unfpotted holinefs, juftice, and majelty of
Gop : and every ray of truth in the gofpel
participates of the glorious goodnefs, beauty, and
love of that Gop, whofe brighteft refemblance
and mirror the gofpel is for ever.

The refult of the above thoughts muft be, that
the divine authority of the holy feriptures confifts
in their right and power to declare the truth of
doCtrines ; to proclaim the moft pure and ex-
tenfive laws; to make exceeding great and pre-
cious promifes; to denounce the moft terrible
threatenings ; to give out predictions of future
events; to exhibit the moft beautiful examples,
and difclofe the moft aftonithing glories in the
name of the fovereign and eternal Gop ; and to
command in a moment the moft hearty affent to
the truth, the deepeft fubjetion of foul and
confcience to the will of Gob, as the redeemer,
rewarder, and judge of immortal fouls,

Having thus declared what we mean by in-
fpiration and divine authority, and given you a
fhort view of the ground or foundation of that

9 authority,
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authority, let us proceed, by regular and eafy
fteps, to confider the nature of ifpiration more
at large, till we attain a clear and comprehen-
five conception of fo important and fublime an
object.

We fhall then go on to confider the evidences
of infpiration 3 and thus, by the help of Gop,
rife up to abfolute and invincible demonftration,

I. A revivaTion from GOD is pofiible, or it
is poffible for GOD to have an intimate 1n-
TERCOURSE with the human mMinp ; and he can
communicate IDEAS of TrRuTH to the souL
A revelation involves no contradition or dif-

agreement of ideas, in the nature of the thing.

There is in the idea of infpiration no contradic-

tion to the nature of Gob, or the nature of man.

There is no repugnancy of ideas, or difagree-
ment with the attributes of Gop, and the nature
and powers of reafon in man,

Gonb is a fpiritual being ; he is a living intelli-
gent being, nvillole to human eyes,—The foul
is an equally invifible being, in a flate of active
exiftence, endued with underftanding, or a capa-
city of receiving ideas, and difcerning the nature
and differences of things.

Gon is a thinking being : man is a thinking
being. Gop is invifible life : man’s foul is in-
vifible life.  Gob is a perceptive exaftence : man’s

foul
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foul is a perceptive exiftence. Almighty Gop has
a capacity of forming ideas of all things: the
foul has a capacity of receiving ideas of all
things,

Gop is the fole author and fountain of all our
rational powers : from him we derive the ex-
iftence of our fouls, and all their capacities of
receiving ideas and difcerning truth and error.

Without his ever-prefent agency, our fouls
are all weaknefs, darknefs, and confufion; we
can make no progrefs at all in the attainment of
knowledge and truth.

Now, as Gop is an omniprefent mind ; as he
is all thought and confcicufnefs ; as he has the
neareft accefs to all the fpirits he has made at
all times, and in all places; as he has unlimited
prefence, power, and knowledge himfelf ; and
as he infufed our converfible powers into us at
firft, and fupports them every moment by his
agency 3 fhall he not be able to converfe with
the fouls he has made ; is the parent of all {pirits
intimately prefent with every mind or thoughtful
being in his whole empire, and cannot he have
the moft intimate and intenfe accefs to his own
offspring ? and fo intimate as to affure the foul,
that it is Gop himfelf that fpeaks with fuch clear-
nefs, energy, and evidence, as fhall make it ab-
furd to deny, and impofiible to doubt of the voice
of Gob to the foul,

T | If
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If men can make themfelves known to each
other by their words, as the copy of their
thoughts ; if they can dilcover their fecret fenti-
ments and feelings to each other, even fuch fecret
thoughts which could never be known by the
utmoft acutenefs and fagacity ;

Surely Gop can make himfelf known to man,
in his perfections and counfels, far beyond the
light of our reafon. For if we deny this, we
plainly fuppofe and affert this wretched abfurdity,
That Gop’s knowledge, prefence, and ability of
mind 1s more bounded than man’s capacity ; and
that the ever-prefent and ever-active Gop wants
a real excellence and perfetion, of which his
ereature man 1s poflefied. Can any man believe
this that is endowed with commen fenfe and
reafon ?

Will any perfon object the invifible nature of
Gop, as that which renders it impoflible ?

Let {fuch objectors confider the following
thoughts :

Gop has made men capable of infufing their
ideas and intentions into other men, and re-
cetving infufions of ideas, images, and paffions
from other men: although the agent or foul of
every man 1s invifible to the fenfes of all man-
kind, all fouls are equally invifible as Gop
him{elf.
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As the fouls of three hundred millions of men
on earth are invifible, and yet they can infufe
trains of good or bad thoughts, images, and
ideas into each other every day, and every hour,
for fixty or {eventy years together,

Is it then abfurd, or contrary to reafon, to
fuppofe the fupreme omaiprefent mind can infufe
good ideas, holy thoughts, and heavenly images
or notions, and facred notices of himfelf and his
glories and counfels, although this great mind,
this omniprefent foul be of an invifible nature as
the foul of man?

Can the mind of man be incapable of receiving
any ideas or notices from the almighty and om-
niprefent mind, only or merely becaufe that
fupreme mind is invifible ? Can any man be fo
filly and abfurd as to affert and believe this?

‘What ? Can our invifible minds communicate
ideas to each other for feventy years together ;
and is the {fupreme mind fhut out from this capa-
city, and divefted of this power ?

What? Can not the invifible, ever-altive,
ever-prefent, rational mind of Gop, that fills all
worlds at once, give difcoveries of his thoughts
to the rational and inwvifible minds of men, which
he himfelf has created, and every moment fuf-
tains in exiftence, powers, and confcioufnefs ?

Is Gop the only being that is thus limited and

T 2 thut
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fhut out from the converfe with fpirits, and the
inftru&ion of immortal fouls ?

Has man a capacity of infufing thoughts into
ten thoufand fouls at once: and is Gop excluded
from the fouls of the creatures he has made, and
every moment {uftains ?

II. GOD can fpeak to the sour with fuch vicuT
and rorck as fhall diftinguith his voice from
all cREATURES 1n the WORLD,

He can {peak with fuch light and evidence, or
can make fuch clear appearances of truth to the
foul as fhall proclaim him to be Gop alone.—
Gop’s light makes fuch difcoveries of himfelf ta
man, and of man’s own foul to himfelf, which
no creatures can ever make.

Gob can make man know his excellent purity,
beauty, and dreadful grandeur; and can dif-
cover man’s debafed, deformed heart, as fhall
aftonith and confound the foul itfelf at its own
uglinefs.

That divine and celeftial light, whereby the
facred word evidences itfelf to the reafonable
minds of thofe who have their eyes purged well
from prejudices, to fee and make an honeft en-
quiry, is nothing elfe but the imprefs of the
majefty, truth, omnifcience, wifdom, holinefs,
juftice, grace, mercy, and authority of Gopb,
ftamped upon the {criptures by the Holy Spirit,

and
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and beaming or fhining into the minds of fuch
perfons upon their hearing or perufal, and affe&-
ing them with a {enfe of thofe perfetions both
in what is {fpoken, and in the majeftic and Gop-
becoming way of {peaking: they fpeak as never
man fpake, The matter {poken, and the manner
of {peaking, has a greatnefs difcernible by a {pi-
ritual underftanding that fausfies it fully, that
Gob is the fpeaker,

And all the impreflions of Gop’s wiidom,
faithfulnefs, omnifcience, and majefty, that are
ftamped upon the matter contained in the fcrip-
tures, being conveyed only by the word, do join
the impreflions that are upon the word, and
ftrengthen the evidence they give of their divine
originaly fince thefe impreflions do not otherwife
appear to our minds, or affect them, than by
the word.

The facred fcriptures, by a Gobp-becoming
manifcftation of the truth that {corns all thefe
little and mean arts of infinvation, by fair and
enticing words, and artificially drefled up argu-
mentations, with other the like confeflions of
human weaknefs, that are in all human writings,
commends itfelf to the confcience, dives into the
fouls of men, into all the fecret recefles of their
hearts ; guides, teaches, dire¢ts, determines, and
judges in them, and upon them, in the name,
majefty, and authority of Gop: and when 1t

enters
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enters thus into the foul, it fills it with the light
of the glory of the beamings of thofe perfections
upon it, whereby it is made to cry out, * The
voice of Gob, and not of man.”

The gloricus and wonderful power, whereby
the facred {cripture evidences itfelf to be the
word of Gop and not of man, is nothing elfe
but that authority and awful efficacy which Gop
puts forth in and by it over the minds and con-
{ciences of men, working divinely, and producing
effe&ts of his glorious and omniprefent power in
immortal {ouls.

It enters into the cenicience, a territory or
province exempt from the authority of creatures,
and fubje&t only to the dominion of Gop: it
challenges, convinces, threatens, awakens, and
fets the confcience a roaring; and the whole
creation cannot quiet 1t again: it commands a
calm, and the fea that was troubled befcre is
fmooth, and devils and men are not able to
difturb its repofe.

It enters into the mind, opens its eyes, fills it
with glorious, clear, pure, purifying light, and
fets before it wonders before unknown and un-
difcerned in counfel and knowledge, concerning
Gop, ourfelves, our fin, our duty, our danger,
and our relief’; the works, the ways, the coun-
fels, and purpofes of Gob.

It
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It fpeaks with efficacy to the will, converts it
and powerfully difengages it from what it was
moft conneted with, what 1t embraced and was
even glued to before; fo that no art or force of
eloquence, argument, fear, or hope, could make
it quit its hold : it makes the will haftily quit its
embraces of impure objects, and turns its bent
another way, the quite oppoflite road to the
former, and with open arms embraces what
nothing could make it look to before. This
power of Gop’s word takes away the averfion of
the will, makes it willingly go, yea, run after
what it bore the greateft averfion to before, and
obftinately refufe to clofe with any f{inful and
abominable objett,

It enters the affetions, makes them rife from
the earth and fenfual enjoyments; gives them
fuch a divine touch, that though they may,
through their fickle and volatile nature, be car-
ried fometimes by force another way ; yet they
never reft, but point heaven-ward, and dart up-
wards like heavenly fire,

This glorious word of Gop comes into the
foul, funk under the preflure of unfpeakable and
irretrievable diftrefs, fticking in the miry clay,
refufing comfort, and, in appearance, capable of
none: the promife of Gop plucks the foul out
of the clay, raifes it out of the horrible pit, fets
its feet upon a rock, fills it with joy, yea, makes

5 it
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it exceeding joyful; while, even, all outward
preflures and tribulations continue; yea, are in-
creafed.

The word enters into the {oul, lays hold on
the reigning lufts to which all the powers and
paflions had formerly {fubmitted, and that with
ardour ; and condemns thofe powerful and daring
criminals, makes the foul throw off the yoke,
and join in the execution of its fentence againik
and on them.

Now, where the cafe is thus ftated, how can
the foul that feels this powerful word, that
comes from the Lord moft high, do otherwife

than fall down and own, ¢ That Gop is in it of
a truth,” *

Stile is the manner in which any perfon ex-
prefles the conceptions of his mind, and the
paflions of his heart, by means of language.

Thus the ftile of Gop is the manner in which
he exprefles his conceptions and affeCtions in the
language of the holy fcriptures.

Qur writers on eloquence obferve, that there
are three kinds of ftile amongft mankind-—the
fimple ftile—the middle or equable and tempe-
rate=—and the fublime, All thefe kinds of ftile
Gop has condefcended to ufe in the {criptures,
and in each of them he fpeaks like a Gop.

‘When

* Read Halyburton’s nervous and admirable Effay on the Reafon of Faith.
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When he is pleafed to ufe the fimple and plain
ftile, he fpeaks with the utmoft juftnefs and pro-
priety=—and in the moft lively and engaging
manner, fo as to allure the imagipation and fix
the affeltions, with the moft lovely elegance, or
fuch a proper choice of words and exprefiions
which always fuit the ideas that Gop defigned to
convey. His ftile hath the utmoft purity both
in the words and expreflions—and per{picuity,
which ferves very much to keep up the attention,
where other ornaments are wanting.—A {eeming
negligence is fometimes a beauty in this ftile, as
it appears more natural. *

When Gobp chufes to exprefls himfelf in the
middle or temperate ftile, you fee his conceptions
and affections exprefled with the utmoft gravity
and dignity=—you fee the fineft thoughts in the
trueft beauty and elegance—you obferve in all
his ideas and expreffions a delicacy peculiar to a

Gonb.

As in the objets of our fenfes, thafe things
are {faid to be delicate which affect us gradually
in a foft and agreeable manner; fo a delicate
thought revealed from Gob, is that, which is not
wholly difcovered at once, but, by degrees, open-
ing and unfolding itfelf to the mind, difclofes
more than was at firft perceived; juft as the
minute works of creation, when they are viewed

with
# See Dr, Warp’s Le€tores op Oratory, vol. IT, p. 12gw=373,
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