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without defcending to particular inftances, which
are every where to be met with, and have in part
been touched at, and offered before.

1. Let us view man as a creature made for this
end, To cLORIFY GOD, AND ENJOY HIM FOR EVER:
abftratted from the confideration of his corrup-
rion, which the deifts fometimes deny, and fome-
rimes with difficulty do but in part admit. And
let us confider him as left to purfue this noble
end, in the ufe of his rational faculties under the
conduct of the mere light of nature. If we con-
fider him thus, and enquire into the experience
of the world, how far he has reached this end, we
fhall find {fuch an account as will much confirm
the truth we have aflferted, and weaken the credit
of the deifts, with their imaginary {ufficiency of
nature’s light to conduét man to the end for
which he was made.

It we look to the vurcar, the generality of
mankind, we fhall find them with their backs
turned to the chief end, never once thinking for
what they were made, but purfluing other things:
every one, as luft leads him, following his own
humour, walking in a direét and open contra-
di¢tion to that law, which was originally de-
figned for the guide of our life, and the directory
to blifs ; that happinefs which all would enjoy,
though they know not where to find 1t.
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If we obferve the pHILOSOPHERS we may fee
them fitting up late, rifing early, eating the bread
of carefulnefs, wearying themfelves in the fearch of
happinefs, running into fome hundreds of different
notions about it; and yet not one of them dif-
covering, or at leaft underftanding the true one;
and as little agreed about the way to it. ' We may
hear them talk of virtue, but never direéting to
its proper end, the glory of Gop. We may hear
them urging the practice of it, but not upon the
proper grounds. Rarely having any regard to the
authority of Gop, the only formal ground of obe-
dience. Inftead of plain rules, ufeful to man-
kind, they obtrude dark fentences, rather defigned
to make their fellow mortals admire them, than
to be ufeful to any individual. They every where
tack their own fancies to the divine law, a weight
fufficient to fink the other, as to its truth, in the
apprehenfions of men, or at leaft, as to its ufe-
fulnefs. They offer a rule defe&ive in moft
things of moment, corrupt in many, ruining in
not a few inftances, deftitute of any other autho-
rity than their own fay fo, or ipfe dixit, unintel-
ligible to the vulgar, and deftitute of induce-

ments to obey it.

2. Let us confider man as made to glorify
Gop ; but barred from this end, by the interpo-
fition of thofe great hindrances and difficulties
which now are certainly in 1ts way; I mean

DARKNESS,
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DARKNESS, GUILT, and CORRUPTION, which are
like vaft mountains in the way to happinefs.

As to that parkness that has overfpread the
minds of men; if we examine the ftate of the vul-
gar, we find them like blind men, content to grope
along in the dark, through a miry way, ftumbling
frequently, and falling fometimes dangeroufly ; yet
fatisfied with their cafe, not looking after light:
not {fo much becaufe they want it not, as becaule
they have no notion of it, or its ufefulnefs; like
blind men that never {faw the {fun, and therefore
{uffer the want of light with lefs regret than they
who once {aw, but now have loft their eyes. They
follow as they are led; are ready to take hold of
any hand, though of one as blind as themfelves,
and are never fenfible of the miftake till funk into
an abyfs, from which they can never extricate
themfelves. The philofophers, indeed, feem 2
little more fenfible of their cafe; but after all
their painful endeavours, we find them utterly in
the dark, as to all ufeful and neceffary knowledge
of Gonb, or the way of worfhipping him; of our-
{felves, our happinefs, our fins, the way of obtain-
ing pardon, our duty, or our corruption.

As to cuiLT; if we look at the cafe of mankind,
and their endeavours for the removal of it, we find
the vulgar drowned in endlefs defpair, or fatal fe-
curity ; like men at their wits end, trying all the
methods which fear, fuperftition, or racked ima-

gination
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cination can devife, and ftill unfatisfied with
their own inventions; they are ready to try every
fcheme which felf-defigning men, or even the
devil, can {uggeft to them, {paring no coft, no
travel, no pain. They refufe not to give the fruit
of their body for the fin of their foul. The philo-
fophers either think, through their pride, they
have no fin, becaufe they are not fo bad, quite fo
bad as the vulgar; or, if they ftill retain {ome
fenfe of fin, they are driven into the utmoft per-
plexity, being convinced of the wickednefs of the
meafures taken by the vulgar, or at leaft, of their
ufelefinefs and impertinency, and yet unable to
find out better; they try to divert their thoughts
from a fore they know no plaifter for.

As to corruprion ; we find all confefling it,
crying out of the difeafe; and indeed it is rather
becaufe it will not be hid, for the fore runs, than
becaufe it 1s painful to many. The vulgar defpair
of ftemming the tide, and finding it eafier to fvim
with the ftream, are willingly carried headlong.
The body of philofophers are indeed like weak
watermen on a {trong ftream, they row one way,
but are carried another, Though they pretend
to aim at the ruining of vice, yet really they do it
no hurt, fave that they {peak againft it. A few
of the beft of them being athamed to be found
amongft the reft {fwimming, or rather carried
down the ftream on the furface, that is, in open

vice,
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vice, have dived to the bottom; but really made

as much way under water, as the other on the
furface.

3. LET Us VIEW MANKIND UNDER THE GOODNESS
AND FORBEARANCE OoF GOD, THESE HELPS WHICH
SOME THINK SUFFICIENT. 'Lhis word is ufed, or
rather abufed, as a blind in a matter of very great
importance ; and men who ufe it will fcarce tell,
if they can, even in the fubje& of the prefent dif-
courfe, in what fenfe they ufe it. But let it be as
it will, fome pretend the works of providence,
particularly Gop’s goodnefs and forbearance, fuf-
ficient. Well, let us fee the experience of the
world in this.

If we view mankind under this confideration,
we may fee them {o far from being led to repen-
tance, that the moft part never once take notice
of this conduct of Gop. Others, and they not
a few, have abufed it to the worft purpofes. Be-
becaufe judgment againft an evil work has not
been fpeedily executed, therefore their hearts were
wholly fet in them to do evil. The more in-
quifitive have had the infolence to charge Gop as
encouraging wickednefs. And as for the favours
they enjoyed themfelves, they looked on them,
not as calls to repentance, but as rewards for
their pretended virtues, and fcanty ones too, be-
low the worth of them. Not a few of them have
gone near to arraign Gob of injuftice for lefler
afflictions they were tried with; while others

Vou. I. Q_ have
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have been entangled and tofled to and fro by
crofs appearances. So that none have by this
goodnefs of Gop been led to repentance.

4. Let us view men living in the place where
REVELATION obtains, or where the CHRISTIAN RE-
vicion is profefled and taught, but renouncing
and rejeting it, and in profeflion owning only
NATURAL RELIGION : fuch are the persTs among
us. If we confider their words, they talk indeed
that natural religion is {ufficient; and to make it
appear fo, fome of them have adorped it with
jewels ftolen from the temple of Gop, afcribing
to the light of nature difcoveries in religion,
which originally were owing to revelation, and
were never dreamed of where 1t did not obtain;
though being once difcovered, they have gained
the confent of fober reafon. But now we are not
confidering the fpeech, but the power of thefe
men; not what they fay of the fufficiency of
natural religion, but what real experience they
have of it, and what evidence they give of this
in their practice.

If we thus confider them, we find, that altho’,
when they have a mind to impofe their notion of
the fufficiency of natural religion upon others,
they pretend, that it is clear as to a great many
points or principles, that are confeflfedly of the
greateft moment in religion; yet when they be-
gin to {peak more plainly and freely their own

inward
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inward fentiments, they fhew that they are not
fixed, no not about the very principles them-
felves, even thofe of them which are of the
greateft confequence. Mr. Gildon, publither of
the Oracles of Reafon, is not far from afferting
two anti-gods, one good, the other evil, and fo
falls in with the Perfians. Blount favours the
opinion of Ocellus Lucanus, of the world’s eter-
nity, and confequently denies, or at leaft hefitates
about, the creation. The immateriality of the
foul feems to be flatly reje¢ted by them all. Nor
do they feem very firm concerning its immorta-
lity. In fhort, after they have been at fo much
pains to trim up natural religion, and make it
look like fufficient, they yet exprefs a hefitancy
about its fufficiency to eternal life. We may fee
what Lord Herbert fays in his writings. Blount,
in a letter to Dr. Sydenham, prefixed to the
Deifts Reafons, tells us plainly, that it is not
fafe to truft deifm alone, without chriftianity
joined to it.  And the deifts hope is fummed up
in this, in the fourth chapter of the fummary of
the Deifts Reafons, that there is more probability
of his falvation, than of the credulous and ill-
living papift : and that is juft none at all.

Nor does their practice give one jot of a better
proof of the fufficiency of that religion they pro-
fefs: nay, on the contrary, it affords convincing
evidence of its weaknefs, ufeleflnefs, and utter in-

Q.2 fufficiency.
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fufficiency. Their lives evidence that they are
not in earneft about any thing in religion. They
are Latitudinarians in practice. Their words and
their actions have no favor of a regard to a deity:
but they go onin all manner of impieties in prac-
tice; and, perhaps, in the end, put a period to a
wretched life by their own hands, as Blount, Uriel,
Acofta, and others have done; and the furvivers
juftify the deed, upon trifling and childith reafons ;
as not knowing but they may one day be put to
ufe the fame thift. 1 am not in the leaft deterred
from afferting this by the commendations that
the publifher of the Oracles of Reafon gives to
Mr. Blount as a perfon remarkable for virtue.

If a profane, jocular, and unbecoming treat-
ment of the graveft and moft important truths
which belong, even by his own acknowledgment,
to natural religion; yea, and are the principal
props of it; and if grofs and palpable difinge-
nuity be inftances of that virtue he afcribes to
him, and evidences of thofe juft and adequate
notions of the deity, in which he fays Mr. Blount
was bred up: I could give inftances enough from
the book 1tfeif of fuch virtues; but I love not to
rake in the afhes of the dead. Again, others of
the deifts have wearied themfelves in chafe of a
phantom to no purpofe; and, having neither the
grace nor ingenuity to return to the religion they
abandoned, either land in downright atheifm in

principle
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principle and prattice, or they throw themfelves
into the arms of the pretended infallible guide;
and thereby give evidence how well founded the
jefuitical maxim is, Make @ man once an atheift, be
will foon turn papift.

5. LET Us VIEW MEN LIVING UNDER THE GOS~-
PEL, EMBRACING IT IN PROFESSION, BUT UNAC-
QUAINTED WITH THAT SPIRIT THAT GIVES LIFE
AND POWER TO ITS DOCTRINES, PRECEPTS, PRO-
MISES, THREATS, AND ORDINANCES. They, be-
fides being poffefled of all the advantages of the
light of nature, have moreover the fuperadded
advantages of revelation, and 1its inftitutions.
They have minifters and parents inftructing them,
and difcipline to reftrain them; they are trained
up in the faith of future rewards, and inftruéted
in the nature and excellency of them for their
encouragement; they have punifhments propofed
to deter them from fin, which they profefs to
believe ; yet, if we confider the prattice of the
generality of fuch perfons, it gives a fufficient
evidence, that all this is not enough. Who but
a man blind or foolifh can then dote fo far as to
pretend the light of nature alone fufficient, when
it 1s not fo, even when helped by fo many ac-
ceffory improvements.

6. Ir WE CONSIDER THE EXPERIENCE OF THOSE,
WHO HAVE RECEIVED THE GOSPEL IN TRUTH, AND
FELT ITS POWER, WE FIND THAT THEY HAVE IN-

DEED
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DEED REACHED THE ENDS OF RELIGION IN PART,
and have a fair profpect of future fuccefs. Well,
what is their fenfe of the fufficiency of nature’s
light? Why, if you obferve them in their pub-
lic devotions, you fhall hear heavy out-crys of
their own darknefs, weaknefs, and wickednefs;
you may hear {erious prayers for divine light, and
life to quicken, ftrengthen, and incline them to
follow duty, and fupport them in it, againft the
power of temptations, which they own them-
ielves unable to withftand, without the powerful
aids of divine grace. If you follow them into
their retirements, where the matter is managed
betwixt Gop and them alone, where they are
under none of thefe temptations to maintain the
credit of any received notions, and therefore muft
be prefumed to {peak out the practtical fenfe of
the ftate of their cafe without any difguife; there
you fhall find nothing but deep confeflions of
guilt, darknefs, and inability, with earneft crys,
prayers, and tears, for {fupplies of grace: and
what they attain in matters of religion, you fhall
find them freely owning, that it was not they
themfelves, but the grace of Gop in them which
brought them to this. And the more any one is
concerned about religion, knows and has attained
in it, ftill you will find him the more fenfible of
this ftate of things. This is but a hint of what
might have been faid.  But we have rather chofen

to
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to offer a general {cheme of the argument from
experience, which every one, from his own pri-
vate reading and reflections, may illuftrate with
obfervations and particular inftances, than to
infit upon it at large, which would have re-
quired a volume.*

XI. Deists proved to be defetive in INTEGRITY
and real wispom, or the thocking ABSURDITIES
which clog and ruin the DEISTICAL SCHEME.

We fhall now proceed to thew that infidels are
cuilty, not only of the moft deftrutive folly and
madnefs with refpect to themfelves, but of crueley
to mankind, and of inveterate fpite againft Gop;
and confequently that they ought to be rationally

oppofed by the united force of all good men
upon earth.

Let it be farther premifed, that we will have
nothing to do in this paper with any deift, unlefs
he believes the exiffence of a Gob, the immortality
of the foul, the eternal difference between wvice
and wvirtue, and a future Jlate of happinels or
mifery. With regard to thofe infidels, who deny
the above articles of natural religion, as they live
like beafts, we difdain to enter for one moment
into any difpute with them.

1. A deift is obliged to confefs, that Gobp is a
being infinitely good, that he has a free ardent
will

* The above views are taken from Mr, Halyburton, 4to. 1714,
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will to make bis creatures truly happy to the full
extent of their capacities.

That He is a being full of kind affettions,
ardent paffions to do us good, and tender forcible
inclinations to pleafe our fouls.

'That, from an inward principle of good-will,
ke exerts his active power, in diffufing happinefs
far and wide through the vaft extent of creation,
in rich and plentiful proportions, to the different
capacities of his creatures, which are the proper
obje&ts of goodnefs, and the proper fubjects of
happinefs.

Deifts are forced to allow, that his intentions
and active powers terminate in doing good for
its own fake, as his proper object and laft end;
in which defign and operation Gop’s heart refis
for ever with high fatisfaction and joy.

That He has a ftrong propenfity to do good
with infinite delight, refting in the ation of do-
ing good moft freely, without any other motive
or inducement, but merely to fhew how im-
menfely kind and good he is, and can be, to his
creatures; and that his utmoit goodnefs can be
exerted eternally in our higheft happinefs and
fulnefs of enjoyment.

Deifts are obliged to confefs, that Gop has
fuffered mankind, in every age and nation, for
five thoufand feven hundred years, to remain

under
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under much ignorance and darknefs ; to labour
under many wretched prejudices; to be guilty of
horrid vices, rebellious madnefs, and fhocking
murders ; and to plunge themfelves into terrible
miferies, without affording them any kind of aid
or {upernatural afliftance ; that is, Gop has never
afforded them any fort of help, light, or affiftance,
beyond the bare power of their own reafon, the
laws and power of the civil magiftrate, and the
advice and maxims of thofe few philofophers that
have appeared in fome parts of the world. Now,
who can reconcile thefe three ideas, the rich good-
nefs of Gop, the horrid ftate of mankind, and his
refufing to give them any effectual aid in mifery ?

2. Deifts are forced to affert, that the book called
the Bible, was every word of it invented and written
by men that had no help from Gop.—That not one
idea or thought was infufed by the wifdom and
goodnefs of Gop; but that this book, the fole
invention of men, was offered to mankind, and
attefted in fuch a manner, fo full of apparent
ftrong evidence ; and yet the book itfelf is utterly
falfe.

The prophecies are all falfe, there never was one
true prophecy given from Gob; and if there 1s
no true prediction, fo, on the other hand, there
can be no true fulfilment; but all the pretended
prophecies were written after the events took

place.
No. IV. R All
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All the miracles were either never done at all,
or were mere tricks of art, fleights of hand, or
vile juggle and combination between Mofes and
the Egyptians, between Chrift and the Jews.

Although the doftrine, in many refpeéts, ap-
pears to be good, and the morality {o pure, yet
it never came from Gop, any more than the
writings of Cicero, or Seneca, or Mahommed.

And as to the moral charaéter of the penmen,
however appearing good, yet at bottom they
were all vile rogues, deceivers, and liars.

3. Deifts are obliged to affert, that a great parf
of the [enfible, learned, and wvirtwous world have
been [uffered by Gopo to live and die under a total
delyfion.—That the greateft geniufes of Britain
have been deluded and deceived all their days:
the great Bacons, Boyles, Lockes, Newtons,
Miltons, of the paft and prefent age, have been
deluded fools, and filly enthufiafts; they have
embraced the fcriptures as a divine revelation
from God, when there is no fuch thing as a re-
velation, 1t is all a lye; 1t is all mere cheat and
falfehood ; and yet Bacon, Locke, and Newton,
never did, or never could, difcover the cheat,

‘What bold and abfurd men are thefe deifts, to
dare fet up their underftanding above Bacon,
Locke, and Sir Ifaac Newton? when it is evident,
that any one of thele worthy and great men will

2 weigh
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weigh down all that deifts have either faid or
written, or can fay to the end of the world.

4. Deifts are obliged, on ibeir own [cheme, to
affert, that all ihe perfons employed in delivering
the dotrines and laws of the Bible, bave impofed
upon us by known deceit, and defigned wilful im-
pofture, and all without any profpeét of riches or
advantages to themfelves.

They are obliged to maintain, that thefe men,
the writers of the Bible, were guilty of the vileft
wickednefs upon no motive, but to be undone in
this world, and be damned for lying in the next,
unlefs they were fuch hardened atheifts and fools
as to difbelieve a future ftate.

5. Deifts are forced to affert and believe, that
all thefe impofiors and cheats, the writers of the
Bible, all united in the fame black and horrid
defigns to invent monftrous lies, and impofe them
upon the world in the name of Gop, and go on
telling lies in the name of Gob; and that none
of them did ever recant and difcover the fraud,
no, not even Judas himfelf, who was ftrongly
obliged to it : * that neither the love of life, nor
the terrors of dreadful deaths, which were their
ufual lot, had any influence upon them to make
them confefs the truth : but ftill thefe vile ftub-

born

* Read Mr. Bonar, on the Life and Character of Judas Ifcariot, as an
evidence of the truth and infpiration of the chriftian religion. FPr, 6de

R 2
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born wretches perfifted in their teftimony con-
cerning their dotrine and miflion from Gop to
the laft breath,

6. Deifts are irrefiftibly forced, upon this
glaring abfurdity, to confefs, that thefe authors
and inventors of the Bible did, in the midft of
their wickednefs, and with a guilty confcioufnefs
of their own lyes, fet themfelves to do the greateft
good in the world ; that is, deliver the moft ex-
cellent doétrines and morals in the name of Gob,
though they knew they were telling abominable
lyes all the time,

That thefe men publithed the moft excellent
ideas of Gop’s nature and perfeftions, and the
moft refined and compleat body of morals and
motives, fuch as have the higheft ufe and ten-
dency to promote the honour of Gop’s moral
charatter, and the true happinefs of mankind.

That here arc a company of the vileft lyars and
rogues, the worit of men in the world, doing
the greateft good in the world; and that with
death and horrid damnation before their eyes,
alling with a certain profpect of the greateft pre-
fent evils and terrible {ufferings for themfelves
and all their followers, and without the leaft hope
of future honours, riches, or comforts, either in
this world, or in a future {tate,

. The deifts are forced to affert, with impu-

dence and abfurdity, that thefe authors of the
Bible,
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Bible, thefe deceivers and cheats, were able,
without any human advantages of learning and
eloguence, to dazzle and perfuadey or of fubtlety
and craft, to inveigle and intice ; of worldly arms
and power, to terrify; or of riches, to bribe: yet
that thefe men did perfuade millions of mankind
to believe their fables and lyes; and, upon terms
of fevere felf-denial and painful fufferings, em-
brace the doftrines and ftories which thefe vile
fellows had invented of their own heads.

8. Deifts are obliged, with a fbamelefs front,
to affert, that all the profefled experience, which
thoufands and millions of jfober, grave, learned,
ond wife men, have had of the truth and the
divinity of the Bible, and of its power to con-
vince, reform, and change mankind, and to com-
fort them in their greateft diftrefies and forrows,
to direét them in the worft difficulties, and guide
them in the moft doubtful cafes, was ¢/ a lie or a

delufion.

That all their experience is a foolith miftake,
or a vile pretence, becaufe no man in the world
ever had any comfort or diretion from Gop by
‘means of the Bible.

g. Deifts are inevitably forced to affert *, that
there is a fovereign, wife, and good Gobp at the
head of the world, the conftant and omniprefent
governor of the univerfe, the accurate infpefor of
all human acions and thoughts; and that zbis

great

% See Mr, Bennett’s Sermons on Infpiration, 8vo, 1730, p. 285,
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great Gob bas flood by, and looked on every moment,
and has feen this borrid delufion prevaily, has known,
to the bottom, a vile lying impofture to {pread
for 1700 years, yea, above 3000 years, amongft
the beft and moft pious of mankind; and yet
Gop has never interpofed for its defeat; but,
inftead thereof, has, by furprifing operations and
events, given open favour to the Bible,

10. Deifts, with aftonithing rudenefs and
affurance, are Irrefiftibly obliged to maintain,
that, although the Bible is a mafs of fies, and the
prodult either of rafeally impofture or mad enthu-
Siafin, yet the difcovery of this falfehood remains
the peculiar privilege and bonour of the deifts only,
who are the alone men of fagacity to find out,
and of honefty to expofe, the vile f{cheme of lying
and roguery.

Deifts, according to their own affertion, are
the only men endowed with keen and ftrong un-
derftandings, and refined tafte, to diftinguifh be-
tween truth and error,

Thefe are the only men that have the proper
fhare of honefty and honour to profefs and own
the truth, and to declare the lies of the Bible!

Deifts are the only men of the moft penetrating
minds in the world, the moft elevated and power-
ful geniufes that ever lived amongft mankind; they
are, if you believe them, the judicious and honeft

few,



