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the fame path, and guide them to purfue with
ardour the fame practice. But where is the man
to be found that, on the principle of reafon alone,
hath exhibited this beautiful example? The light
and beauty of a virtuous converfation is more
convincing than the mere light of good prin-
ciples, or the eloquence of the beft orators.

It is a method above all others of promoting
true virtue in the world.

A fhining light inftruéts, an ardent light in-
flames, a beautiful light perfuades the paffions of
the heart, and excites imitation; but where is
fuch a fhining, ardent, and beautiful light to be
found on the principles of reafon?

V. Reafon is unable to make an high advance-
ment in the power and beauty of virtue. True
religion ought to be of a progreflive nature.

Vital virtue fhould refemble the advancing light
of the rifing fun.

As the {un rifes higher and higher toward the
meridian, {o a truly virtuous man fhould be ftill
advancing in goodnefs. Internal virtue thould
urge him on, by a rational and forcible ftimulus,
to a farther growth in knowledge, perfetion,

and ufefulnefs.—But here the powers of unafiifted
reafon utterly fail.

(1.) A4 truly virtuous man ought to improve bis
knowledge of Goo and bimfelf.——He will firive

to
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to advamce in clearer apprehenfions of the in-
finite perfections of his maker. His conceptions
of the dignity of Gob, and of the powers and
affe@ions of his own foul, will be more vivid and
diftin&, his mind will be more free from pride
and haughtinefs, his reafon more free from error,
his judgment more purged from prejudices, and
more correct in its decifions. But where is the
man to be found in the whole world that 1s ca-
pable of thefe noble advancements on the prin-
ciples of reafon alone?

(2.) Reafon is unable to produce a fixed adbefion of
the will to Gob and virtue : it cannot give us flrength
and firmnefs in true religion.

An adhefion of the will to Gobp is properly the
ftrength of virtue. If reafon were {ufficient for
the happinefs of man, we thould find a natural
progrefs in the life of virtue; and this adhefion
of the will to the goodnefs, rectitude, and beauty
of Gop, would grow ftronger with time, {o as to
bear a proportion with the growing apprehenfions
of Gob, and the enlarged views of the human
underftanding.  There is a great degree of
firength in the union of the will to Gop, and n
this union true virtue confifts. But did reafon
alone ever produce it? A foul that truly feels it,
hopes to have the approbation of Gop before the
whole rational world—but reafon can neither pro-
duce nor cherifh this hope.

(3.) Reafon
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(3.) Reafon cannot excite us to that fublime virtue
which will enable a man to fhine in the perfefiion of
bis example and charalier.

A man of true virtue will go on to higher de-
grees of beauty and perfetion. He has fewer
blemithes than other men, and fewer than he him-
{elf once had—he is more purified from the vices
of fleth and {pirit—he corrects whatever is amifs
in his temper and conduct—his example was
formerly good, but it 1s now much brighter and
better, more lovely and inftruétive. The man of
high and delicate virtue labours about his ex-
ample and character, as a painter doth upon a
piture, or a ftatuary, on a piece of firft-rate
fculpture; and, before he finithes his piece, he
ftrives to give a beauty to the whole, and to
fpread a grace over his whole character.* But we
challenge the whole world to produce one man
that hath done this on the mere principles of
reafon.

(4.) Reafon can never enable a man to advance
Sfweetly in the eafe and pleafure of virtuous allion,
and increafe in the bigh-/pirited joy of well-doing.

A man of true virtue will find, to his unfpeak-
able pleafure, that he advances in facility of
a&ion—he will find the pleafure of right con-
duét flill increafing—he will feel his faculties
more and more adapted to ations of generous

greatnefs,

* See Grove on the Certainty and Pleafures of Religion, Svo.
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greatnefs, and the pleafures of focial benevolence.
By a kind of divine and god-like inftiné, he will
run naturally into worthy manners and praétices;
whilft a wicked man will make a {wift progreflive
motion into all the plagues and miferies of vice.
Where i1s the man who, on the principles of mere

reafon, hath purfued the former, and avoided the
latter?

V1. Reafon alone is unable to carry any man into
Such purity of beart, and life, as fball at laft iffue in
a flate of perfellion in the full fruition of GOD .
The perfettion of virtue, in the order and opera-
tions of our nobleft powers and affections, would
certainly be the refult of a rich advance in perfect
goodnefs. But here reafon eternally fails,

Human reafon, in its prefent ftate, is utterly
unable to guide us to that perfection of happinefs
in Gop, and that rich enjoyment of the whole
foul, in all its principles and powers of fruition,
which our nature appears to be defigned for in
its original conftitution.

And as reafon s defective in this fecond mo-
tive, (viz.) it cannot difplay, in a lively and
convincing manner, the prefent advantages and

pleafures of virtue and obedience. So we affirm,
that,

III. Reasown is defettive in a third MmoTIVE to
pUTY, (viz.) it doth not give us a clear and

ftriking



[ 105 1

ftriking view of rurure rewards and pleafures,
to repay and recompence us for all prefent difad-
vantages and hardfhip we fuffer for the fake of
Gob and virtue,

1V. Reasown is defeftive in a fourth MoTIVE to
VIRTUE, (viz.) It cannot difcover, in a clear and
firiking manner, thofe terrible punithments which
Gop will moft furely execute on all refolute and
determined rebels againft his governiment.

V. Reason 1s defettive in a fifth MoTIVE to
virtue, (viz.) It cannot fhew us one example

of pure and {potlefs virtue in the whole world of
mankind.

Examples move to ation; precepts only teach.
Laws and precepts only inftruct us what ought to
be done. But reafon can neither furnifh precepts
or exarnples to excite effectually one man to vital
virtue.

VI. Reason is defettive in a fixth moTIve and
MEANS to VIRTUE, (viz.) It cannot difcover the
leaft afliftance from Gob for the great work of
obedience to Gop, or benevolence to mankind.

Thus far we have thewn the utter infufficiency
of reafon to make proper difcoveries of Gop and
his infinite perfettions——to point out the true
manner of worfhipping Him-—to thew the fu-
preme good or true happinefs of man—to dif-
cover a perfect rule of morality, or plan of found

Vou. 1. O virtue
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virtue and morals—and to difcern the moft
powerful motives to virtue and religion. We
now proceed to thew that reafon cannot difcover
the pardon of fin—the refinement of the foul by
{anctification-~{upport under troubles, and eom-
fort in death.

VII. Reason is unable to difcover the rarpoON
of sin.

1. Reafon cannot difcern the eftimate which
Gop made of the firft aét of {fin, nor how he
treated the firft parents of mankind after their
act of treafon and rebellion.

2. Reafon could never difcover the leaft in-
ftitution of a propitiatory offering to atone for
the guilt of fin, nor can it intimate the way in
which Gop would be propitious to a rebel.

3. Reafon is unable to difcern Gop inviting
and alluring men to repentance; it can difcover
no command of Gop to repent. The light of
nature thews that Gob 1s affronted and difpleafed,
but it thews no command to repent.

4. Reafon cannot difcover one finner pardoned
from the beginning of the world to this very
hour.

5. Reafon is unable to difcern the great defign
of Gop’s patience towards a wicked world for
thoufands of years. Thisis an incomprehenf{ible

conduct
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conduét in Gop, which no fagacity of man can
account for or folve.

6. Reafon is infufficient to thew us any happy
fouls burfting into fongs of praife for pardon from
Gob as a merciful being.

7. Reafon can difcover no holy and fpiritual
worthip appointed by Gop for any of his rebel-
lious creatures, nor does it aflure us that any
worthip will be acceptable to him: no worfhip at
all is commanded by Gob on the foot of rea-
fon: this is an awful thought, viz. that Gop com-
mands no man to worfhip, nor exhorts or com-
mands any man to repent and return to Gob.

8. Reafon can never difcover one purpofe in
the aearT of Gop, nor one promife in the
mouTH of Gop, nor one aétion in the conpucT
of Gop, that gives a fure and certain indication
of the pardon of one fin—much lefs can it dif-
cern ten thoufand promifes and actions flowing
from the heart of Gop in ftreams of light and
love upon loft mortals.

9. Reafon cannot difcover one name belonging
to Gob that infpires a folid hope of pardon.

10. Reafon can never difcover one perfeétion
in Gop, that can pardon—it never poflibly can
difcern the harmony of juftice and mercy in the
pardon of owe fin in the whole world.

The united reafon and wifdom of all mankind
O 2 can
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can never difcover how juftice and mercy may be
fhewn in the fame moment to a criminal in civil
covernment, much lefs in the government of
Gop. This thought deferves to be amplifyed
and urged to the utmoft,

11. Reafon is not in the leaft able to difcover
a {uitable provifion for a divine and infinite go-
vernor, to the end that he may pardon fin with
honour to his moral charalter and government.

It can difcern no ranfom paid to a divine and
infinite conqueror—no facrifice or atonement to
a divine and injured monarch—no fatisfaétion in
the leaft to a divine and infinite judge.

Reafon can difcover no friend to us, who could,
by the difpofitions of his heart, and by his attions
and fufferings, provide for the full meridian glory
of divine juftice—as making laws—as rewarding
obedience to laws—as punithing the violation of
laws in the moft perfect and impartial manner :~
and this furety likewife freely and kindly obeying
all the righteous commands, and bearing all the
righteous curfes of the law, which it otherwife
required of us in order to efcape punithment, and
to have a right to eternal happinefs in Gob.

Concerning all this, reafon is at an inexpref-
fible lofs.

12. Reafon cannot diicover one man fent by
Gob to prociaim one word of pardon to a guilty
world,

Not
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Not any one man, nor any fet of men, can be
difcovered by reafon as fent with a commifiion
from Gob, and fealed with the broad feal of hea-
ven, to proclaim fo much as a fingle hint of par-
don to a guilty world, or to any individual on
earth one moment through thoufands of years.
We defy all mankind to deny this and prove the
contrary.

13. Reafon is not able to difcover Gop iffuing
out any commands to rebels to forgive one another
the crimes they commit againft each other, and
the offences they give to one another.

No man, by the exercife of reafon alone, can
difcern that Gop has ordered him to forgive his
fellow-creatures their offences; no, not in one
inftance for a moment. Hence fee the horrid
fpirit of revenge amongft the hot-blooded heroes
of the heathen world.

VIII. Reason is utterly infufficient to fupprefs
viclous INCLINATIONS, and root them out of
the sour; or to refine and purify the mzarT
by a powerful and effectual sancriFicaTION.

How biind was the heathen world, how dark
their wifeft philofophers, how childith and filly
are all the beft means they prefcribe.  Plato bids
you purify your fouls by mufic and the mathe-
matics.

Can a violin charm away luft? Can Euclid’s
Elements fubdue your pride, and purge out un-

cleannefs
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cleannefs and adultery, avarice, malice, and rafh
anger ?

Reafon cannot produce and cherith any of thofe
noble and excellent qualities in the foul which
are neceflary for a life of virtue and holinefs.

1. A vigorous bent of the mind, or a power-
ful and ardent inclination and propenfity of heart
to virtue, 1s neceflary to the practice of it.—But
here reafon utterly fails.

All mankind have an attual bent and propen-
fity of heart to moral evil, or vice and wicked-
nels.

2. A cordial peace and heart-felt friendthip
with Gop, is ablolutely neceffary to a life of vital
virtue and fanctification in the fight of Gob.

Nothing lefs than a ftrong fenfe of peace with
Gop can produce an earneft defire after a re-
femblance to Gob.—But here reafon, with all its
united powers, utterly fails.

2. A fufficiency of ftrength and light from Gob
is abfolutely neceflary for a life of helinels towards
Gob, and conformity to his image or moral per-
fetions: to be like Gop in wildom, a man muft
be wife; to refemble his goodnefs, a man muft
be good at heart; to bear the likenefs of his
holinefs, a man muft be purified and refined in
the temper of his foul; to refemble Gob’s juftice
and truth, a man muft be impreffed with a f{enfe

of
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of the beauty of juftice, and be filled with fince-
rity and integrity of heart.—But did mere reafon
ever produce thefe charming qualities?  Where
is the man to be found? In what age, in what
country did he live, that performed all this by
the power of reafon alone?

4. A lively hope of being happy in the prefence
of Gop to eternity is abfolutely neceffary to a life
of genuine virtue in the prefent world.

Without this vigorous hope, no man on earth
will ever praltice univerfal virtue—this love to
Gob and all mankind. And where is this man
to be found, who, on the principles of reafon
alone, ever purfued and practifed univerfal vir-
tue ? Where was he born? Where was he edu-
cated? Where did he live ?——No anfwer can be
civen! our infidels are ftruck dumb for ever; they
cannot for their lives and fouls give us a {atisfac-
tory anfwer to thefe queries, confequently their
fcheme of infidelity is ruined; and if they had any
moral honefty in their hearts they would openly
declare and confefs 1t before the whole world.

T'or a rational creature in his prefent ftate, and
with all the prodigious imperfeGions of his in-
ternal charalter, to look for an eternity of hap-
pinels in Gob, 7s to look very bigh indeed ; it is to
form very grand and exalted conceptions and
hopes; and 1t 1s demonftrably and undoubtedly

certaln,
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certain, that no man in the world will go to the
expence of denying all his vile appetites and
paflions after prefent good, without a ftrong fen-
fation of 1invifible and eternal good, to reward
him for his felf-denial, and the refolute pratice
of pure and perfeét virtue.—Now I afk again,
Where is the man to be found that has preferved
in his bofom an high hope of the eternal fruition
of Gop as the {fupreme good, and on this princi-
ple has denied every bad appetite, every polluted
paffion, every impure inclination, and has exerted
all his powers in love to Gob and to all mankind?
There is no fuch man to be found in the whole
world—he 1s yet to be born.

Reafon cannot difcover the true and only fource
of holinefs, nor the foundation on which it is en-
joyed, (viz.) a union of heart with Gop. Reafon
cannot difcover the method and order of holinefs
—not the means of holinefs—confolations of Gop
—good and bright examples—nor the grand
efficient of holinefs, or fantification, the holy
and eternal Spirit of Gop-—nor the grand fecret
of living to Gopo, by a new conftitution of {oul
—nor the right ufe of all the means of increafing
holinefs—nor the beauty, the rich advantages,
and pleafures of holinefs in time and eternity.
Reafon cannot give any folid comfort from Gop
for one moment to enable us to perform the
duties of his reafonable, juft, and good law.

VIII. Rzasoy
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VIII. Reason cannot fupport us under the TrRovu-
BLES and bitter arFrLicTions of this LIFE.

Reafon can give no fufficient relief to the mind
under any troubles, trials, or pinching and critical
times of diftrefs—fhe cannot difcover any certain
{fupplies in want; nor difcover Gop’s providence
taking fpecial notice of any one of the human
race, having a care for {parrows, or numbering
the hairs of our head—ifhe knows not that there
i1s any one being in our world whom Gop will
vouchfafe to call his friend, nor can difcover one
angel in the univerfe employed in taking care of
us, nor can difcern any promife that Gop has
made; no, not the utmoft exertion of reafon can
tell that Gop has ever made one promife, or ever
will to eternity—fhe knows not that Gop has any
people on earth orin heaven. Reafon knows of no
true and pure holinefs and righteoufnefs on earth;
fhe can only thew you a parcel of loathfome rags,
fmeared with the putrid ulcers of finful fouls.
Reafon knows not the Son of Gop; fhe cannot
form one thought of him, nor tell that Gop has a
fon; but is ftone blind about a {aviour. Reafon
knows not the Spirit of Gob, or that Gop’s {pirit
has any exiftence, that Gop has an eternal {pirit
—ifhe finds eternity all in horrid darknefs; even
blacknefs of darknefs. Reafon knows not a word
of heaven: an eternal heaven, with all its {piritual
pleafures and fulnefs of joy, is totally unknown—
fhe is quite blind about Gop’s kingdom in our

Vou. L. P world,
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world, or in the world to come; can difcern
nothing but eternal poverty in the foul. Reafon
is blind to all Gov’s falvations of every kind, and
ignorant of affurances of intereft in Gobo. She
has no difcernment or experience of Gop’s fpecial
favour and faithfulnefs in the leaft: knows of no
{fweetnefs in Gop our faviour and redeemer.
Reafon cries, if the fweetnefs of the world is loft,
all is loft to me for ever—fhe knows not that
there is any drop of love in Gop for one foul.
Reafon is blind concerning the true and {olid
ufefulnefs of affli&ions, trials, troubles, and dif-
trefles in life: fhe cannot difcern their ufe to the
fouls of men, nor make all troubles work for
good—ihe can give no FEarR-NoTs: fhe knows
not a word or a {yllable of any rear-~oT from
the voice of Gop: is totally at a lofs as to all
final and happy iffues of our affairs with Gob at
the concluding fcenes of life. Reafon is deaf as
death to all notices of Gob’s oath, life, foul, arm,
and confolations to finners and penitent rebels—
fhe cannot give a lively and {trong apprehenfion
of the weight and worth of eternal good. Reafon
cannot imprefs on the foul a {weet fenfe of happi-
nefs; can give no profpect of heaven; cannot
infufe the leaft tafte for heaven; cannot infpire
the leaft fenfe of the {weetnefs, reality, and {oli-
dity of nvifible things. Reafon knows nothing
of the appearances of Gop~—nothing of the laft

ftate
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ftate of the univerfe and empire of Gop—nothing
of his fingular and free interpofitions in our fa-
vour, either for time or eternity—all 1s dark!
dark ! dark! dark as death.

IX. Reason cannot fupport us in the AGONIES of
DEATH, nor arm us againit 1ts APPROACHES
and 1ts TERRORS.

Reafon hates to think of death, it flies from it
as the terrible of all terrors—fondly promifes a
long life—looks to fecond caufes to preferve life,
(viz.) phyficians, diet, exercife—clings to this
world and the prefent life, as the ivy to the trunk
of the oak—=cannot enable and excite any man to
forfake the inward love of fin, which makes death
fo dreadful—nor wean and divorce him from the
power of a luftful tafte and 1mpure defires—can-
not in{pire us with a calm repofe on Gop’s tender
care, or encourage a confidence in his love —can
give no confolations againft the terrors of death
—cannot difcover that Gop will live with us and
abide by us for one moment in life or death, we
are fuch forry guilty wretches—can difcern no
right to dare to call Gop father, in our prefent
depraved and guilty ftate. Reafon has not one
idea of a friendly mediator between Gop and us—
cannot tell that Chrift is either dead or alive, or
that he has any exiftence, or ever had any-~knows
not a word of the incarnation, fufferings, refur-
retion, or afcenfion of Chrift—is abfolutely blind

P2 concerning
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concerning union with Gob’s heart, and love for
a poor loft foul, a vile finner—-it never could ftart
a thought of union with Chrift as a living head.
Reafon, if it {peaks out the clear truth, muft
terribly tell us that death is the door to all evils,
the paflage into a world of horrors—if the tells
the whole truth, will curfe every man to eternal
finfulnefs, and afiure him that fin fhall never,
never leave him; no, no, nor ever forfake his
filthy wretched foul—knows of no happinefs after
death, no, not for one foul in all the world. Rea-
fon knows nothing of a refurrection of our dead
bodies—has not one thought of it. Corrupt
reafon {corns the leaft notices of it—difdains to
receive any news of the refurre&tion—{coffs at
any man as a mad fool, and a babbling fellow,*
who fhall fpeak one word about it. Reafon, if
it fpeaks out the whole truth concerning every
finner, muft conclude on our eternal feparation
from Gop, without any hope of his favour.

X. Of the insurriciency of REason to lead us
to eternal marpiNgss—arifing from a {ix-fold
general view of the whole world.

As an illuftration of what has hitherto been
difcovered for demonftrating the infufficiency of
natural religion, we fhall here offer a fix-fold
view of the experience of the world in general,

without

* Lwepporoy B, aretailer of feraps, or a contemptible prating feliow.
Ads xvit, 18,



