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in order to ftimulate our powers to the moft
daring and indefatigable zeal for the glory and
propagation of the holy Scriptures.

I defire you, my dear reader, to confider every
thing as applicable to yourfelf; then you will
enter with {pirit and attention into the following
refle¢tions and refolutions. Say within yourfelf,
whilft you read, I have here before mine eyes
motives to zeal, addrefled to my fears, my hopes,
my gratitude, my juftice, intereft, and compaf-
fion: I have motives addreffed to my honour,
my ambition, glory and thame, fcorn and difdain,
pain and pleafure ; and furely I muft be ftupid
as an ideot ; I muft be froft and flint, and harder
than adamant, if I do not, at any time, feel thefe
awakening, alarming motives. |

I. MoTivEes

This view or profped of Gop, who is effential truth, thall be accom-
panied with the moft hioly and moft delightful love of Gos, who is like-
wife perfect goodnefs : nor can it otherwife be. For, when the underftand-
ing difcerns, and, without interruption, contemplates Gop himfelf, and
his moft ravithing perfections; not in a fallacious appearance, nor with
obfcure and confufed ideas, as here ; butin their native light, the holy wili
cannot but burn with the moft paffionate and flaming love to them, That
happy foul, not ounly in the light of Gon, fees Gop as the fountain of
light, but is, on every hand, furrounded with the flames of divine love;
for which it continually gives love for love. And that love makes it feel
neither wearinefs nor uneafinefs in the prefence, contemplation, and
fruition of Gop ; while new pleafures, one after another, arifing fromn
the intimate poffeffion of the chief good, fupremely beloved, and its un-
varied complacency, charm the foul. Feor, that love is not a leve of de-
fire, but of fruition, that had long been withed for. And this is that love,
which the apoftle, 1 Cor. xil, 8, declares, abides for ever, when eves
faith and hope are no more,
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I. Motives addrefled to Fear.

I have feen that neutrality and lukewarmnefs
is moft deteftable to the Lord Jefus; and he
terribly threatens, by an awful figure, which
ftrongly fhews how loathfome a lukewarm tem-
per is, that he will fpew fuch perfons and
churches out of his mouth!

O! my foul, what dreadful mifchief has luke-
warmnefs done to the church of Chrift in all ages.
Lukewarmnefs has betrayed divine revelation : it
has betrayed Chrift in the glory of his perfon,
godhead, fatisfation, righteoufnefs, and grace.
It was lukewarmnefs in Judas, blended with
covetoufnefs, that fold Chrift’s blood for thirty
pieces of filver; that is, he fold the blood of
the Son of Gob for three pounds fifteen fhillings.
And lukewarmnefs would do the fame now, if
Chrift was on earth, and within the power of a
Laodicean, who undervalues his own foul, the
Scriptures, Chrift, and eternal happinefs.

O! my foul, Chrift’s dreadful rod will be
dipped in fire to fcourge lazy fouls in this life;
or, if found deftitute of grace, to damn them to
eternity.

The two invifible worlds are juft at hand:
nothing but this thin vail of flefh, and the breath
n

Fffa2
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in my noftrils, are the partitions between my
foul and an eternal heaven or hell.*

II. MoTives addrefled to Hork.

Wife and ardent zeal is moft acceptable to the
Lord Jefus: he loves and admires the fublime
and manly zeal and fortitude of a generous
chriftian; and will fhew himfelf zealous for
altive, worthy men: he will rejoice over them,
to do them good, with his whole heart and his
whole foul. We have nothing to fear, and every
thing to hope for whilft we go on refolutely and
wifely to fupport ‘and propagate the credit and
honour of the holy Scriptures.

111. MoTives addrefied to GRATITUDE.

Thou haft feen, O! my foul, that Gop has
chofen thee to holinels and zeal; and fhall not I
love

* The late fagacious and pious philofopher, Dr. Stephen Hales, F. R. S.
in his Vegetable Statics, vol. 1, 8vo. edit. 3. 1738, p.243, obferves, that
the refpiration of the lungs confifts of about twenty movements in a
minute ; and fo often the queftion is put, whether we fhall live or die?
'an;l it-is Gop alone that determines the gueflion in the negative or
affirmative every moment of our exifience. Awf{ul and alarming thought,
to confider that this is not only my cafe, but the cafe of all the millions of
mankind on the face of the whole earth !

But we have reafon for higher wender and terror than the above. 'Tis
agreed by all anatomiits, that the heart beats feconds ; that is to fay, there
are above fixty movements of the blood through the heart in the fpace of
a minute : and thus the queition is put fixty times every minute of my
exiftence, whether I thall Jive here or in the invifible world ?

Review this thought, my reader, and let us coniider, that, by the re-
fpiration of our lurgs, the queftion is put twelve hundred times every
hour, and twenty-eight thoufand times every day and night, whether we

fhal
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love him for fuch a diftinguithing a& of his
grace? Chrift’s blood has bought my foul out of
the hands of divine juftice: he has bought my
Bible with the fame blood ; and he has bought
zeal to put into my heart and diffufe through my
paffions : furely then gratitude to Chrift for his
love and death, and gracious providence, calls
aloud for the utmoft exertions of zeal for his

glory, and the fpread of his gofpel.

IV. MoTives addrefled to Justice, INTEREST,
and CoMpassIoN.

We are deep in debt to Gop our Father, and
we are equally drowned in debt to Gop the Son,
and holy Spirit. Moral honefty and juftice re-
quire us to pay our debts: and how can we pay
our debts but by zeal for the divine glory !---our
INTEREST 15 deeply at ftake. By zeal we fhall
efcape ten thoufand evils, and the rod of Gonb,
which muft {courge lukewarm chriftians, whilft

zealous

thall live or die? And by the circulation of the blood through the
heart and lungs, in which you fee motion confumed and motion renewed
every moment, the queftion is put above three thoufand times every hour,
and above eighty thoufand times every day and night of our lives, whether
we thall ftay in this world, or be in heaven or hell to eternity! Alarming
confideration ! and tremendous thought. O! Gop, we are fearfully and
wonderfully made and preferved.

If anyreader has fenfibility and devotion enough to wifh that he might
feel in every nerve, tremble in every power, and adore and wonder with
every breath, to his dying moment, let him read the elequent and devout
Pr. Grofvenor on the Wonder of health, p. 65--93, edit. r716, 12mo. and
the mott fagacicus and pious Mr. Andrew Baxter’s.Appendix to the En-
guiry into the Nature of the Human Soul, 8vo. 1750, p. 48--2ce,
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zealous chriftians are exempted with honour: here-
by we fhall obtain ten thoufand folid bleflings
which lazy profefiors never enjoy ! This bright
and burning zeal for the Scriptures will clear up
our intereft in Chrift in 2 wonderful and delightful
manner ; nothing can be more alluring, inviting,
and perfuafive. This is an addrefs to felf-love ;
therefore love to ourfelves fhould roufe up our
zeal, and kindle it into a moft vehement flame.
Song of Songs, chap. viii. 6.

Cowmrassion for perifhing fouls thould awaken
our zeal. O! firs, view the mifery of a world
full of fallen, finful, miferable fouls: here is a
whole world loft for ever, without a divine reve-
fation; and thefe poor foolith mad finners know
not the guilt and mifery of their condition, and
the defperate hazards they run by neglecting and
abufing their fouls, and expofing them to Gop’s
vengeance : they do not confider the danger they
are in every moment: they do not confider that.
there is but a puff’ of breath between millions of
fouls, and the eternal lofs of their Bibles and the
kingdom of Gop in a future world ! The breath of
our noftrils is reckened to be the bond of union
between the fouls and bodies of all mankind! and
how tremendous will be their mifery if they go
out of the world without a real intereft in the pro-
mifes of the gofpel! Let love to mankind then
fire up our zeal to do every thing in our power

to
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to fave precious and immortal fouls, by this
blefled and holy book of Gob.

V. Motives addrefled to Honour and Ampi-
TION to awaken ZEaL.

Honour is a lively fenfe of the fitnefs and
beauty of tempers and actions, and a generous
fcorn of a&ing meanly, or doing wrong to Gop
or man.

Nothing can be more contrary to the true
honour of the chriftian temper and charalter
than lukewarmnefs.

«« Devotion when lukewarm 1is undevout.”
Dr. Youna.

If we, therefore, have a quick fenfe of right
and wrong, of good and evil, in tempers and
aétions, we fhall, with intuitive readinefs, difcern
the folid glory and real greatnefs of a rationally-
zealous and generous heart: and we fhall look
on the oppofite with difguft, and loathe it as a
difpofition dithonourable to Gop, to the gofpel,
and to our fouls. We fhall defpife fuch a tem-
per, as it flows from infidelity, pride, and little-
nefs and poverty of heart.

If we have any honeft and godly ambition to
be like Gop, we fhall wifth to rife into the moft
fublime fervours of facred zeal, becaufe Gop is
a moft zealous and fervent being: he has an
ardent regard for the productions of his eternal

mind,
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mind, and a keen refentment againft injuries
done to the richeft difcoveries of his glorious
gofpel. Zeal is a noble imitation of Gop. Jefus
1s full of flaming zeal for his blood-bought book ;
and a zealous foul is an image of the beautiful

temper of Jefus Chrift.

The Spirit of Gob feels infinite zeal for the
glory and propagation of his own book, and will
richly reward all our zeal for the honour of it,
with the fmiles of his countenance, and the grace
of his heart.

O! my brethren! how much great and good
work may rational zeal do in the church and in
the world, as well as in our own families, and
towards our own perfons. Zeal would prompt
intelligent men to purfue noble enquiries into
the ftruéture and beauty of the works of creatiorn.
and providence. Zeal would ftimulate kings
and magiftrates to be fathers of mankind. Zeal
would roufe chriftian preachers to a flame of in-
telleCtual fire to propagate the knowledge of
falvation by the Lord Jefus. Zeal would ftimu-
{ate our nobility and gentry to ftand up for the
authority and glory of divine revelation! Wife
and judicious zeal would animate heads of col-
leges, and tutars of youth, to recommend and
adorn the glorious gofpel, and they would think
it their higheft dignity to explain and enforce the
lively oracles of Gap : the facred originals would

be
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be diligently ftudied: the beauty, elegance, and
fublimity of thefe heavenly pages would be dif-
difplayed : and tutors and pupils would agree to
{it down at the feet of our divine and adorable
mafter, to imbibe his {pirit, to copy his example,
and learn every thing grand and venerable from
his mouth.

Zeal for the in{pired Scriptures of Gop would
powerfully animate mafters of families to fet up
family religion, confifting in faithful inftruction
of children and fervants: in ferious reading the
Bible : in family prayer, and devotional pfalms
and hymns, to enliven their affe®tions. Zeal
for Gop would make an aftonithing reformation
amongit the lower claffes of people; and poor
day -labourers would then appear with wifdom
and dignity as the children of Gop. And furely
the fublime and glorious examples of well-in-
formed zeal in the Scriptures, and in the hiftory
of the church of Chrift, fhould fire our fouls
with a rational enthufiafm to imitate men fo
dear to Gop, and who will fhine with immortal
honour to the end of the world. And let the
zeal of the angels of Gob,* in ftudying the holy
Scriptures, provoke our imitation; for we are
more deeply interefted in the Scriptures than they

are :

* Itisfaid of thefe heavenly ftudents, 1 Pet. i. 12. ¢ Which things the
angels defire to Jook into.”” The word parakupfai fignifies to ftoop dowd
to ftudy and contemplate with the moft attentive curiofity and humble
ALOratiOR s Deddridge in los.

Ggg
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are: and if we neglect this bleffed work, the
angels of heaven will be athamed of us; their
example will reprove our indolence, and give us
juft caufe for bluthing and {elf-contempt.

This leads me to another fource of motives
to roufe our zeal for the glory of the holy
Scriptures.

VI. Morives addreffed to Suame, Scorn, and
| Dispain.

With what forrow, grief, indignation, and
tears, fhould we review the paft part of our life.
Confcience muft upbraid us in the moft pungent
manner, when it looks us in the face, and tells
us how much time we have loft in lazinefs and
deteftable floth: but that is not the worft of our
abominable temper and conduct; we have not
been content to be neutrals in the caufe of Gobp
and religion ; we have been zealous to indulge
our lufts, to gratify our impure paflions, to pleafe
our low brutal appetites, and ferve the interefts
of the prince of hell! O! chriftians, how
zealous have many of you been to read and
ftudy the devil’s books;* to fit up late to read
plays, romances, novels, and all {fuch vile trafh
as hath a direCt tendency to diffipate the mind,

- vitiate

* This was the name our worthy anceftors ufed to give to thofe vulgar
bits of paper ftiled cards, which were originally invented to divert that
drivelling lunatic, Charles VI. king of France; who died anno Dom.
1421. This was the goodly origin of thefe fpotted papers, which have

been the diverfion of millions of lupatics for the fpace of three hundred
and fifty-feven years,
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vitiate the tafte, and corrupt the paflions of the
heart !

How many little fuperftitious fouls are zealous
for trifles : this fhould awaken in us a generous
zeal for great things. How many millions of
the human race are zealous for luxury, impurity,
and all kinds of vice and wickednefs! and fhould
not the zeal of the drudges of fin and Satan
awaken us all to a mighty and indefatigable zeal
for Gop! How can the zeal of a human fpirit
be exerted in a wife and beautiful manner, but
for the glory of Gop’s holy word! What a fmall
part of mankind are capable of a rational and
generous zeal for the Bible! and how few in the
church of Chrift are prudently zealous for the
honour of this precious gofpel! The devil is
zealous to murder fouls; for he was a rmurderer
from the beginning. John viii. 44. And fhall
not the zeal of Satan to deftroy, roufe up our
zeal to fave immortal fpirits. Low enthufiafts,
and putrid hypocrites have difgraced facred zeal ;
and fhall we not therefore fludy more to adorn
and honour 1t, and render it lovely and honour-
able in the eyes of men and angels !

- VII. Morives addrefled to Grory and
PLEAsURE.

Rational and manly zeal is a pleafure to every
wife man in the world. Zeal makes all the duties
of religion a pleafure. There is a pleafure in

Ggga ardent
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ardent contemplation, in zealous action for Gop ;
in zealous refleCtions, fruitions, and hopes. All
the fublime exercifes of religion will be pleafant
when they are animated by {eraphic zeal : finging
the divine praifes ; addrefling the throne of grace
in prayer; hearing the word preached by able
minifters of the new Teftament; inceflant read-
ing the holy Scriptures, and the celebration of
all other divine ordinances, will be ever pleafant,
when facred zeal reigns in the chriftian’s heart.
Religion 1s never a dull and difinal thing but to
drow{y and lukewarm {ouls !

O! what a ravithing pleafure and honour would
it be to diffufe the true knowledge of the holy
Scriptures thro’ all the counties in England, thro’
the whole Britith empire, and, if poflible, thro’
the whole world! O! Gop, my redeemer, let
every nation that rolls at the foot of thy throne
every twenty-four hours, be blefled with thy gof-
pel, wathed in thy blood, and illuminated with the
light of thy countenance. Let all the people
praife thee. O Gop! let all the people praife
thee, and enjoy thy prefence for ever!

In true zeal, there is true cLoRY ; and we can
go no higher than this in our ideas of its incom-
parable excellence. Real glory is the oppofite to
fhame; and it always includes in it joy in an in-
finite good, connefted with the moft rational

and ardent felf-love. Let the motives drawn
from



[ 421 }

from folid glory affault and ftorm your foul with
all their utmoft force. True zeal dares to glory
in Gop himfelf: it is bold enough to carry the
{foul te the very foot of his throne, and look
Chrift in the face. True zeal is infinitely pleafing
to Gob the holy Spirit, becaufe he 1s the author,
the feeder, and the finither of this moft fublime
and godlike difpofition. Zealous fouls are the
neareft to the {pirit of heaven, and the only
people that are fit to en*er that glorious world!
Zeal for Gob 1s an eternal grace: ’tis immortal
as our exiftence, and endures, like the zeal of Gop,
for ever and ever. Gob’s zeal for the aw will
blaze through hell in punithing the violation of
its awful precepts, and will burn with unbounded
fire and terror againft all final infidels for defpifing
and rejeting his glorious GospEL ! |
And, on the other hand, what a thought, big
with glory, is this! that we fhall fpend a vaft
eternity in the blifstul prefence of Gop; and
every moment the difcoveries of the gofpel will
blaze on our mental eye, penetrate, transform,
and blefs the foul, and produce unwearied and
unbounded praifes to the facred three, for their
grace, love, and fellowfhip, which we fhall en-
joy without interruption, world without end.

DevorroNaL EXERcISE to CHRIST, as the AUTHOR
of the HoLy ScripTURES.

Let us conclude this volume of CoNTEMPLA~
TIONS
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TI0Ns with a view of the glory of CurisT, as

the avrnor, MATTER, and EnD of the HoOLY
ScRrRIPTURES.

The grandeur and glory of Chrift confifts in
his original nature and properties as true Gop---
in his illuftrious power to fave finners to the
uttermoft of their guilt, pollution, defires, and
duration---in the bright affemblage of all his
great perfections and good qualities---and in ten
thoufand various and beautiful fplendors of his

appearance as the Gop and falvation of immortal
fouls.

O! Lord Jefus Chrift! thou eternal Son of
Gop! I adore thee as the author of the holy
Scriptures, and as the author of eternal falvation
to all that believe and obey thy gofpel !

I adore thee for all thine original perfetions,
as the image of Gop; and efpecially for thy
bright and beautiful moral perfe&tions of wifdom,
goodnefs, holinefs, juftice, truth, majefty, and
dominion over all worlds ! T ardently defire thy
glorious appearing, O! thou great Gob,* even
our faviour Jefus Chrift. Titus ii. 13.

I adore

* Epiphaneian tes doxes tou megalou Theou. The appearing of the
glory of the grear Gop, (Kai Soteros) even our faviour Jefus Chrift,
Wote, Chrift is here ftiled the grear Gop.---Let us enlarge a little on this
title, the grear Goo. Tit. ii. 13,---- He is not only grear in his original
nature and perfections, but he is likewife grear in the manner of his
gracious government in the confciences and paffions of his people on
carth ; his adminiftration is rational and eafy, juft and good : how mild

and
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1 adore thee as Jehovah, our righteoufnefs and
firength. Ifa. xlv. 25. As our Lorp and our
Gop. John xx. 28. I adore thee as the true
Gop. 1 Johnv. 20. The great Gop. Titus
ii. 13. The mighty Gop. Ifa. ix. 6. Theonly
wife Gop. Jude ver. 25. I adore thee as Gop,
and none elfe. Ifa. xlv. 22. I adore thee as Gop
over all, blefled for ever. Rom. 1x. 6. The
Gop of Abraham: the I am. Exod. 1. 6. I
adore thee as the Lorp of hofts, and the Gop
of the whole earth. Ifa. liv. 5. I adore thee as
the firft and the laft, the beginning and the end-
ing, the Lorp which is, and which was, and
which is to come, the Almighty. Rev.i. 8. I
adore thee as Emmanuel, Gop with us. Matth.

| 1, 23.
and gentle! how full of majety, mingled with grace and the fmiles of
his love: and he is thus greasr in his dominien over all the faints and
angels in heaven. He is great in his commiffion given, figned and fealed,
and fworn to him by Gop the Father, He has a!ll power in heaven and
earth, Matth, xxviii, 18, He has power to fave or damn; to fink or
uphold; to preferve or deftroy; to cruth or exalt; to diftrefs or comfort;
to confound or blefs, through all the worlds that Goo has made.

He is great and wonderful in-his throne at the right hand of Gop the
Father, where hie enjoys all the direét prerogatives of his Godhead. Chrift,
in all things, has a fpecial pre-eminence above all creation, i.e, perfons
and things. Colof. i, 18. His fpecial pre-eminence, or prerogatives, arife
direftly out of his nature and original dignity. His dignity, or royal
charaéter, confifts in the moft glorious attributes of perfonal fovereignty,
sbfolute perfection, and perpetuity of dominion. His regal power is
cvery way equal to the executive part of his government; and his royal
revenye comprehends all the love, obedience, and praife, which is due to
him from the whole rational empire of Goo, without the fingle exception
of any one creature in the univerfe,

Chrift appears great in his wife, holy, juft, and awful government of
all his enemies in earth and hell, His grandeur farther appears in his

glorious
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£ 23. The Son of the living Gop. Matth.
xvi. 16. The word of Gop. Rev. xix. 13.
The image of the invifible Gop. Colof. 1. 13.
I adore thee as all in all. Colof. iii. r11. O!
eternal, omniprefent, ever active Gop, thou haft
intrufted me with this grand treaflure, the facred
oracles; and thy will determines my exiftence
and powers, from moment to moment, through
life and to eternity. Thou art the life and foul
of all divine revelation. Amen.

glorious attendants : millions of angels and faints furroand his throne in
all their brighteft fplendors of light, ftrength, and purity.

His grandeur will fhortly appear more illuftrious in the converfion of
millions of fouls, out of all nations on the face of the earth, who will
heartily agree to be his free and loving fubjeéts to eternity, and will crown
his head with ten thoufand names and titles of honour, He appears as
the awfully-great Goo in all his tremendous judgments on earth, which
are frequently f{ent abroad to preclaim his hatred of fin amongft the
guilty nations. The fword of war and death is under his direction, to
chaftife mankind for their luxury and infidelity : floods, fires, earth-
guakes, plagues, famines, and all {weeping difeafes, are his fervants to
march. and deftroy his enemies, or fcourge his friends. He is now, and
ever will be the fupreme arbiter of life and death to the whole world,
Heis great in the final iffue of all his vaft affairs, and the whole of his
moit dreadful and delightful adminiftration through heaven, earth, and
kell: here grandeur and beauty all unite in one aftonithing blaze, to
charm and furprize his people. And to conclude:--we fhall then fee him,
at the laft and terrible day, fhine out as the great judge of the whole
world. When the trumpet roars---the dead arife---the world is on fire---
the boolts are opened---the judge on the throne---and all mankind at the
bar, waiting the final decifion of his mouth; then ke fhall be owned as
the great Goo of all worlds for ever.

T
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