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tonian {yftem of the natural world, which rules
every particle of matter, from the vaft mafs in
the body of the fun, to the leaft grain of duft
under our feet: not an atom, that Gop has
made, 1s exempted from this law for one mo-
ment thraugh univerfal nature.* And thus 1t is
in the moral world with refpect to the grand law
of love: it binds every rational mind that Gop
has made, to univerfal and eternal love to Gop
and our fellow-creatures. From this law Gop
will never depart; it never can be relaxed for
one moment, with refpet to any one rational
creature in heaven, earth, or hell: the eternal
and immutable reétitude of Gop binds it down
on every confcience in the world: and in the
church of Chrift his law is farther explained,
beautified, extended, and enforced, beyond all
that reafon ever knew. By this law I am bound
to cfteem Gob as the moft excellent exiftence in
himfelf—to defire his prefence above all things
—to bear the moft ardent good will to him, as
worthy to receive all poflfible good—and to de-
light

* Of all the philofophical writers I ever read, no man equals the moft
fagacious and devout Mr. Andrew Baxter, in his Enquiry into the Nature
of the human Soul, with the Appendix ; and his Dialogues, ftiled Matho.
T fay, no man equals him for inceffant attention to the agency of Gop in
the natural world.  Juftice has not yet been fuily done to this great man 3
but I hope a Time will foon come in which his excellent charaéter fhall
be fet in a fairer light by fome friends that love his name. At prefent I
¢an only hint, that this worthy man was born in Aberdeenthire, Scotland,
in the year 1637,and died at Willingham, in Eaft-Lothian, March, 1750,

sged 63. I deteft the ingratitude of the prefent age for paying no atten-
tion to his memory,
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light in him as the life and joy of my immortal
foul. By this law I am bound to love all man-
kind as myfelf: and more efpecially to efteem every
true chriftian as pofleft of the moft lovely qualities
---to defire their happinefls equally with that of
my own foul---to bear the moft perfect good will
to their perfons and interefts, as worthy to re-
ceive all poflible good from me. 1 am bound to
delight in their company, to rejoice in their fal-
vation, and do every thing in my power to pro-
mote their felicity ; and to avoid every thing
that may injure their nobleft interefts, by in-
vading the rights of their confciences, or refufing
to allow them all the comforts and privileges of
the fons of Gob.

I can give only a fmall {pecimen of that fub-
je€tion of foul and conicience to the will of Gop
in Scripture, which is fo eflential to the temper
of a true chriftian.

Gop commands 1n his word, Thou fhalt love
the Lorp thy Gop with all thy heart. Matth.
xxii. 37. 'The chriftian replies, I will love thee,
Q! Lord, my ftrength. Pf. xviii. 1. Gob fays,
Bekieve in the Lord Jefus, and thou fhalt be
faved. Acts xvi. 31.  The foul replies, Lord, 1
do believe; help thou mine unbelief. Mark
ix. 24. Gob fays, Grieve not the holy Spirit.

Eph.
Ddd
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Eph. iv. 30. The foul replies, Thy fpiric is
good, lead me into the land of uprightnefs.
P(, cxliii. 10. Gonb fays, Ye that love tha Lord,
hate evil. Pf. xcvil, 1to. The foul replies, 1
hate vain thoughts, but thy law do I love.
Pf. cxix. 113. Gob fays, be fober, be vigilant.
t Pet. v. 8. The foul replies, I will keep under
my body, and bring it into fubjection. 1 Cor.
ix. 27. Gop fays, How long fhall vain thoughts
lodge within thee? Jer. iv. 14. The foul replies,
Create in me a clean heart, and renew a right
fpirit within me. P{. li. 10. Gop commands ;
Be not proud. Jer. xiii. 15. The foul replies,
Lord, my heart thall not be haughty. P{. cxxxl. k.
Gob fays, Put on the ornament of a meek and
quiet fpirit. 1 Pet. 1. 4. The foul replies, 1
will take heed to my ways, and keep my mouth
with a bridle. Pf. xxxix. 1. Gop fays, be not
flothful in bufirefs, but be fervent in {pirit.
Rom. xii. 11. The foul replies, 1 will keep
thy precepts diligently. Pf. cxix. 4, 8. Gop
commands, Thou fhalt love thy neighbour as
thyfelf. Matth. xxii. 39. The foul replies, I
would love mine enemies, and do good to them
that hate me. Luke vi. 35. If my enemy hun-
ger, 1 will feed him. Rom. xii. 20. Gop fays
to his people, A new commandment I give unto
you, that ve love one another. John xiii. 34.
The foul replies, My goodnefs extendeth to the

{aints,
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faints, the excellent of the earth, in whom is all
my delight. Pf. xvi. 2, 3. Gob fays, Do juitly,
love mercy. Micah vi. 8. The foul replies,
Let inTeGRITY and uUPRIGHTNESS preferve me.
Pf. xxv. 21. 1 have an ardent regard for the
rights of all men, and feel a fixed determination
to preferve thofe rights inviolate. Gop com-
mands us to an unfeigned love of the brethren
with a pure heart fervently. 1 Pet. 1. 22. The
{foul replies, I love the brethren, and I will love
them for ever. Therefore I am affuredly paffed
from death unto life. 1 John iii. 14.

But we muft ftop our hand; for you fee, my
dear reader, there would be no end, if we were
to enter minutely into all the duties and graces
of the chriftian life: let it fuffice, at prefent, to
obferve, that there 1s not a true believer on
earth but, in his beft moments, aims to pleafe
Gop in all things, and withes to do it at all
times: and he ardently defires to know the
whole will of Gop, in order to perform it with-
out-any referve, or ftated allowance in fin; and
he withes to be fincere and confiftent with his
principles in his thoughts, words, and aions.
No man can enjoy any folid comfort in his foul,
if he is deftitute of the above difpofition: for
then only can we fay, we are not athamed when

we

Ddd 2
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we have refpedt to all Gop’s commandments.*
Pf. cxix.

X. Zeav for the novour of the holy Scrip-
Tures, and for the propacaTioN of their
glorious EvVIDENCES and DIscoveries through
the worLp, 1s another effential BrancH of the
true CHRISTIAN TEMPER.

Zeal 1s a mixed paflion, compofed of the moit
vehement love, and high degrees of rational, fer-
vent anger ; for whatever obje&t a man fincerely
loves, he defires to fee 1t honoured with the
higheft diftintion and refpe; and he rifes into
a vivid ferment of anger to fee it undervalued,
defpifed, and trampled under foot with contempg
and {corn.

The

¥ The craxD TrsT of a true CHRISTIAN'S OBEDIENCE to the
woxrD of Gop confifts in the following things :

1. To mortify his deareft lufts ; fignified by the command to piuek out
aright eye, and cut off aright hand. Matth. v. 29, 30, And to cut off a
right foot. Mark ix. 43.

2. To forgive the keeneft and worft perfonal injuries, upon repentance
of the offender, even to feventy timgs feven. Matth, xviii. 22. Luke
Xvii. 4.

7. To deny ourfelves daily, in our flf-will and felf-righteoufnefs ; and
to take up our crofs and toilow Chrift.  Matth. xvi, 24, Mark viil. 14.
Luke ix. 21.

4. Todo good for evil: if eur enemy hunger, give him meat; if he
thirit, give him dvink : and overcome all evil with good. Prov. xxv. 2r.
Rom, xii. 20, 21.

5. To hate {ather and mother, hufband or wife, houfes, lands, and
children ; yea, our own life, when any of thefe come in competition
with the glory and e2ufe of Chrift. Luke xiv, 25.

6, To
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The Bible 1s a book of fuch tranfcendent
worth, that it deferves and demands the utmoft
honour from men and angels.

The honour of the holy Scriptures confifts in
the following things :---they are the produ&t of
the eternal underftanding of Gop, and the copy
of the grace and juftice of his heart---they ftand
clofely connefted with all the divine perfeétions,
and contain the whole plan of the moral govern-
ment of Gop from the beginning to the end of
the world---they are {ealed with the blood of the
Son of Gop, and were infufed into the minds of
~wife and holy men by the eternal Spirit---they
have been the grand means of converting millions
of men from fin to holinefs, and from mifery to
happinefs T---they contain a clear difcovery of all

| good

6. To be heartily willing to lay down our lives for the brethren, be-
caufe we perceive and feel the love of Gop inlaying down his life for us.
1 John iii. 16. '

7. To confefs our connexion and attachment to Chrift, as the Son of
Gop and our redeemer, with a daring intrepidity beforethe whole world ;
being fully convinced, that if we confefs him, he will acknowledge us
before his father ; and if we are alhamed of and deny him before men, he
will be athamed of us and deny us before his father and his holy angels
at the laft judgment. Matth. X. 32, 33. Luke xii. 8, 9.

N. B. Thefe feven glorious acts conftitute the grand crxTERIONS, or
marks of fincere and univerfal obedience to the will and word of Gob.

1+ All the light and wifdom ; all the life, and ftrength, and beauty, of
holy fouls ; all their fupport and confolation in the duties of religion, in
the troubles of life, and terrors of death, have flowed from the holy
Scriptures for thoufands of years paft. The church of Gop hath lived
upon the Scriptures, and, by their means, has triumphed over all her
enemies to this very day; and will do fo to the end of the world. What
a ftate of dignity, honour, and ufefulnefs do the Scriprures hold in Gon’s
empire !
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good and bad characters that ever have been, or
ever fhall be, in Gop’s rational creation---they
have been punétually fulfilled in the natural and
moral world to the prefent hour, and are now
fulfilling in the world. Gob 1is refolved to fup-
port their credit and authority with all the
wifdom of his mind, the grace and vengeance
of his heart, and the power of his omnipotent
arm. Thefe facred and lively oracles muft {ur-
vive all their enemies, and triumph over all
oppolition.  Kings and beggars muft bow or
break to pieces, and be grinded to powder under
their force. Gop is determined to trample all
refiftance to the Scriptures under his feet. Their
dignity will farther appear in a moft illuftrious
manner, when they fhall become the grand in-
ftrument of blefling the whole world of mankind,
and fpreading knowledge, holinefs, and happinefs
all over the earth.

They will appear the ftandard and rule of
Gobp’s univerfal judgment at the laft day, and
will fhine forth in their final accomplifhment be-
fore devils, men, and angels. Yea, farther ftill,
when ten thoufand times ten thoufand ages are
rolled off beyond the day of judgment, thefe
Scriptures will be then fulfilling in the tor-
ments of the damned, and the happinefs of the
righteous: and thus the threatnings of juftice,
and the promifes of grace fhall never, never
have an end. GREAT
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GreaT and imMorTAL Gop! what veneration,
love, and honour, doth thy book deferve and
demand! Forgive me, that 1 almoft difhonour
thy Scriptures, whilit I attempt to praife: pity
the poverty and littlenefs of my underftanding,
and forgive the coldnefs, the indifference, the
ingratitude, and irreverence of my heart: fire
my paffions into the moft ardent devotion, and
gracioufly accept my feeble, but {incere attempt
to do everlafting honour to thy holy word!

Let us now take a profpeét of the moft weighty
motives to excite us to pay eternal attention to
the Scriptures, and exert the moft vigorous, wife,
and unbounded zeal for their honour, and the
propagation of their glorious contents through
the Britith empire.

Let the following train of thoughts have their
full force on all the fprings of altien within us,
to animate us to the moft godlike public fpiri¢
to our laft hour on the bed of death.

Gop the Father is exceediagly zealous for the
honour and propagation of his divine revelation s
Gonb the Son has the revival of the credit of his
word deeply and powerfully at heart: Gob the
koly Spirit values the beok which he himfelf in-
fpired, above all the worlds his hands have made:
the fublime do&trines of grace deferve and de-
mand our utmoit zeal : Goo will be very zealous

for
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for thofe fervants of his who are ardently zealous
to propagate the difcoveries of his heart far and
wide, at home and abroad.

How can the zeal of a rational human foul be
expended if it is not laid out for the honour and
credit of the word of Gop? What a {mall part
of the world are capable of zeal for the glory
and difplay of the Scriptures? and how few in
the church of Chrift are zealous to proclaim the
glad news of falvation? How deteftable is neu-
trality and lukewarmnef{s concerning this bleffed
and God-breathed book ? How muft the Lord
Jefus abhor a coldnefs and indifference for that
book which he bought with his blood and foul ?
What curfed mifchief has lukewarmnefs towards
the Scriptures done in all ages? and what aftonifh-
ing objects of the invifible world are there ever
near us, to roufe us to the moft vivid and flaming
zeal! Objeéts fo new, fo grand, {o lovely, and
fo awful, that if we were not blind, or fleepy,
and half dead, would work us up to the utmoft
fear, and terror, and wonder, and love of Gop’s

book.

Zeal for the honour and fpread of Gop’s word
is the only way to efcape Chrift’s terrible rod,
which now hangs over this kingdom! The only
way to efcape ruin is to roufe up all our powers
to the moft mighty zeal for the glory of the
ScripTurEs ! Zeal will purge out our lufts---

will
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will beautify the foul---and advance Chrift’s
glory in the churches, by the difplay of his
gofpel. How much great and good work may
zeal for the Scriptures do: amongft magiftrates
and fubjets---nobles and commoners---rich and
poor---preachers and people---parents and child-
ren---tutors and icholars---mafters and fervants.
T'rue zeal would {pread the triumphs of perfonal
and domeftic religion through cities, towns, and
villages, and bring back again the beauty and
glory of the reformation from pepery. The fin
and mifery of millions of men, who are without
the word of Gop, fhould excite our moft in-
defatigable zeal !

Love to our own {ouls thould excite our zeal
for the Bible. This is the beft way to advance
in the peace and {fatisfattion of our own con-
{ciences: in the ftrength, purity, and joy of our
own minds. Patterns of zeal, in all the beft
and worft ages of the church, fhould excite a
noble zeal for Gop and his word. ’Tis aftonifh-
ing to read of brave and generous fouls, even in
the dark periods of the church, who have mani-
fefted an intrepid and daring zeal for Gop.

What glorious prophets, kings, priefts, apo-
ftles, martyrs, fathers, and bleffed heroes, have
difcovered an ardent and inextinguifhable zeal
for Gop! whilft, on the other hand, how many

wrifling, puny, narrow fouls have been zealous
Eee for
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for falfe religions, and the vain inventions of
men : they have fpent the zeal and rage of their
little fouls for the tithing of mint, annife, and
cummin; whillt the grand eflfentials of the law
and gofpel of Gop have been neglected, forgot-
ten, and loft!

How =zealous are the devils and bad men
againft the word of Gop! to deny the infpira-
tion---to deftroy the authority---to deprave the
doctrines---to diminifh the bleflings---to pervert
the grand defigns---to mangle and impoverith the
promifes---and break the laws! And fhall not
this confideration roufe up all the blood and
fpirit of your nature to defend the dignity and
difplay the glory of divine revelation,

How zealous are all forts of finners to commit
fin, and rebel againft Gop! What pains do they
take to ferve their lufts ¢ What labour and ex-
pence are they at to gratify their impure paffions,
and pleafe their vile appetites? How will they
fit up night and day to indulge their furious de-
fires! What journies will they take! and what
fatigues will they endure to enjoy their infatiable
and outrageous inclinations and taftes! With
what zeal do they ferve their mafter, as though
they were to be rewarded with an eternal heaven
of happinefs for their pains ! What a vaft number
of the devil’s apoftles are engaged in his fervice,
to propagate his caufe, to diffufe his books, to

frequent
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frequent his chapels ! to become his faithful
martyrs ! to fweat, and bleed, and die for his
intereft and kingdom in this world! Surely the
zealous flaves of Satan may fhame and confound
you all! O ye lukewarm, flumbering chriftians!
blufh! bluth! and let your cheeks burn for
thame, to {ee the devil’s fervants more zealous
to be damned than you are to be faved, than you
are to publifth your mafter’s glories, difplay his
grandeur, proclaim his grace, obey his law, and
propagate and adorn his gofpel ! Lord Jetus,
are we thy chriftians! either let us change our

name, or change our temper and condudt, to at
more for thy glory !

The more facred zeal has been difgraced by
low enthufiafts, and fly hypocrites, by their plau-
fible pretenfions to chriftianity, or their abfurd
zeal for its propagation, the more ought all wife,
rational chriftians to exert themfelves for its de-
fence and glory. 1 fay, rational chriftians eught
to employ their beft powers and influence to
fpread abroad the glories of law and gofpel.
But who are thefe rational chriftians? 1 anfwer,
all honeft free - thinkers are rational chriftians.
But who are honeft free-thinkers ? all thofe who
ufe their underftandings to find out the truth,
with an upright aim to pleafe Gop, and glorify
him for ever: all thofe who fearch impartially
and humbly into the evidences and contents of

Eee 2 divine
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divine revelation, and who are determined to
fubmit to evidence as faft as it fhall anfe, and
are refolved to follow wherever the word of Gon
thall clearly lead the way. Thefe are the only
men who have a right to be ftiled raTiONAE
curisTians; and fuch men difdain to call any
man mafter on earth; as they know, to their
unutterable joy and happinefs, that they have a
wife and good, a divine and infallible mafter in
heaven.

Recolle¢t the times when you were zealous for
fin and the indulgence of your lufts : and let this
pungent confideration roufe you into zeal for
God :--O! how many years, months, days, and
hours were {pent without one good thought of
Gop, or one aét of zeal for the honour of the
holy Scriptures ; and let this ftimulate you now
to facred zeal. O! how zealous were you to
gratify your infatiable appetites! to indulge your
unlawful inclinations, to ferment your paffions
for animal pleafure! Ah, chriftians, remember
the moment when Gop began to change your
tafte for fenfual pleafure, and to make an happy
exchange of the joys of criminal voluptuoufnefs
for the joys of religion and the light of his
countenance. Q! how {weet is 1t ta lofe thole
fweets of fenfe and appetite for the fweets of
eternal friendfhip and union with Gop; and how
traziporting is the thought, that our beft pleafures

are
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are but juft begun, and fhall never, never have
an end. Well may we fay with good Mr. Matth.
Henry, ¢ I would not change my pleafures of
converfe with Gob in the holy Scriptures for all
the delights of the fons of men, and the peculiar
treafure of kings and provinces.”

Gratitude to Chrift for his grace and love,
with the diftinguithing favours of his providence,
fhould fire up our fouls with zeal for the glory
and propagation of his gofpel.

Has he not created your bodies, and built up
the ftruéture of your mortal part with exquifite
art and benevolence? Did he not breathe into
your bodies the breath of life, and give you a ra-
tional and 1mmortal {oul, furnithed with amazing
powers and affections! and if you have any dif-
tinguithed talents of imagination, tafte, and
judgment, to whom are you indebted for thofe
fingular ornaments and capacities to ferve and
blefs mankind ? Has he not feated you in Eng-
land, furrounded with goodnefs; in a land where
the gofpel fhines in its native beauty, glory, and
power ! Hath he not redeemed your faculties
from flavery and death, that you might be
capable of a divine zeal for his word ! and has
he not bought the celeftial fire of zeal to put
into your foul and diffufe through all the paffions
of the heart! Ought not his diftinguithing and
effetual grace to roufe up all your gratitude and

ardor !
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ardor! Did not his Spirit open your eyes, unftop
your ears, enlighten your underftandings, bow
your ftubborn wills, perfect your freedom to
heavenly things, and fix your whole fouls on
Gop for eternity! And fhall not all thefe in-
finite and endearing kindnefles fire up the zeal
and gratitude of your heart!

Zeal, exerted for the honour of the word of
Gop, would clear up your siNceriTy, and
fcatter your doubts and fears concerning your
gractous ftate, and your intereft in Chrift. Many
of you complain that your falvation is a doubtful
thing, and that you know not whether you are
the children of Gop or no. You have great
fears concerning your gracious ftate; and you
feel painful fenfations at the profpe&ts of death :
you are afraid of the approach of the king of
terrors, and know not where death will land you
in another world! Now, what i1s the beft me-
thod you can take to have your doubts banifhed,
your fears {cattered; and your hopes of eternal
life ftrengthened, cleared up, and made to rife
into a rational joy and a well -grounded con-
fidence! Why, my friends, try what an exertion
of zeal for Chrift’s gofpel will do: ardently
implore his divine majefty to fend down the
heavenly fire of his bleffed Spirit: this will burn
up your drofs and rubbifh, will drive away the
{imoke and darknefs of your lufts, and raife you

above
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above the foggy atmofphere of doubts and fears,
into the clear {ky of joyful affurance.

Zeal for the honour of the Bible will dare to
look Gop in the face! becaufe Gop’s heart ap-
proves of fuch zeal: he delights in it, and will
richly reward 1t with temporal and fpiritual blef-
fings. Gob beholds fuch a man as he did the great
Phineas with triumph and approbation, becaufe
he was zearous ror uis Gop, Numb. xxv. 13.
and he crowned him with everlafting honour:
and he will equally approve of all rationally-
zealous chriftians to the end of the world.

Confcience tells you plainly and pungently,
how much time you have loft in lukewarmnefs
and drowfinefs, and ’tis high time to roufe up
your ftupified {enfes, fhake off your flumbers,
and awake to your duties, your dangers, and
your beft interefts: and how can you employ
yourfelves in nobler work than fearching the
holy Scriptures, and propagating, to the utmoft

of your powers, the glories of this immortal
book.

Zealous fouls are neareft to Gop and heaven,
and the moft likely to come to heaven above all
men in the world. If you wifh to breathe the
air of Paradife, and live in the fuburbs of glory,
be every day and every hour zealous for the per-
fettion, the dignity, the ufefulnefs, and beauty

of the holy Secriptures.
The
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"The zeal of the Son of Gop for the falvation
of your fouls, and the agonies he felt in the
garden, the infults and cruelties he met with
from his enemies, and his torments and horrors
on the crofs, thould &ting up your immortal
paffions to the higheft fervour of holy zeal for
that gofpel which difcovers all the glories of his
perfon, and the worth of his righteoufnefs and
blaod !

Go to Gethfemane! go to Calvary, to fetch
the fire of divine zeal! I will exprefs this grand
motive in fix plain lines, for the ufe of our weak
memories.

Fetch fire from the cold manger in which CurisT
was lay’d,

Fetch fire from the cold mountain on which
Jesus pray’d;

Fetch fire from the garden in which Jesus bled,

Fetch fire from mount Calvary to which he was
led 5

Fetch fire from the crofs on which Jesus dyed,

Fetch fire from the water that flow’d from his
fide.

- Zeal for Gob’s glory, revealed in the gofpel, is
an eternal grace which will endure as long as Gop
exifts : it will flame out in heaven in ten thoufand
fplendors, and brighter than ten thoufand funs.
Not a lukewarm, drowfy foul will be found in

heaven
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heaven to eternity : but all the happy throng will
be like millions of the moft brilliant, intelleGtual
fires; all afpiring upwards towards the lofty
throne of Gop; whilft Gop himfelf will return
love for love through an eternal duration. We
thall then have a compofition of all the fineft
feelings of the mind, ating and re-alting on
each other, to raife each to the moft intenfe
vigour and fire, ftreaming into Gop, and rolling

back from Gob again, to increafe the mighty
flame.*

RECOLLECTION.

Let us review thefe moTivEs or confiderations
of coop to be enjoyed, and eviL to be avoided,
in

* I cannot forbear inferting a nioft rich and beautiful paffage ffom the

incomparable Dr, Witfius’s Oeconomy of the Covenants, in his own
elegant and energetic words; which no tranflation can fo well exprefs.

Vifionem hanc Der, qui effentialis veritas eft, comitabitur amor
fan&iflimus fimul et'lvaviffimus ¢jufdem D £1, qui etiam perfecta benitas
eft, Neque fieri poteft, ut aliter fit. Nam quando intelleCtus Drum
ipfum, et defidérabiliffimas illius perfe@iones, non fub fallaci fpecie, ne~
gtre {ub obfcuris ac confufis ideis, uti hic, fed in nativa luce fua, cernit
et aflidue contemplatur, fiet] neguit, quin flagrantiffimo earundem amore
fan&ta voluntas exardefcat. Beata illa mens, preterquam quod in lumine
D1 Dezum ut fontem luminis intueatur, divina caritatis flammis undi-
que circumdatur: quibus mutua caritate jugiter refpondeat, Facitque
ifta caritas, ut in prafentia, contemplatione, ac fruitione DEz, nullum
tedium, laffitudinem nultam fentiat ; nova idéntidem voluptate, ex fummi
boni fummopere amati intima poffeffione, et indeclinabili ejus compla-
centia, animam demulcente. Non eninr amor ifte amor defiderii, fed
exoptata pridem fruitionis eft, Atque hac eff illa caritas, quam femper
manere, ctiam fide ac {pe pereunte, teftatur apoftolus. 1 Cor. xiii, 8.

Wirsi1 Orcon. lib. 3. chap. 14. § 30.
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