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above all cenfure and all praife : he often withed,
that the richeft part of Vitringa had been ab-
ftracted, and publithed by itfelf for the ufe of
pious and learned ftudents of divinity.

Dr. Owen’s Expofition of the epiftle to the
Hebrews, 4 vols. folio, is a work of amazing
depth of thought and ftrength of mind: but
that which diftinguifhes this elaborate perform-
ance above all the Expofitions I ever read, 1s the
high-fpirited unétion of gofpel piety with which
he writes. You have a ftrain of fuch profound
chriftian experience in this moft admirable au-
thor as can hardly be paralleled in any other
Englith divine: and what is farther wonderful
in this Expofition, even in the midft of the moft
genuine piety, he demonftrates, with the greateft
force of argument, the glorious doétrines of the
gofpel ; he detects the falthood, and demolithes
the principles of the moft corrupt and dangerous
fyftem of focinianiim : and I will add, that none
of the abettors of thofe principles will meddle
with Dr. Owen’s arguments, but to their own

confufion,

The beautiful and genuine Expofitions of felect
and ftriking paffages of the old and new Tefta~
ment, in the works of Mr. Hervey, and that
prince of all divines, Witfius, in his (Economy
of the Covenants, can never be too often read,

or too much commended,
In
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In Dr. Wrtstus’s 4th book of the (Iconomy,
chap. 1. he unfolds the do&rine of falvation in
the firft age of the world ; and explains the frft
gofpel promife, (Gen. iil. 15) in fuch a copious,
judicious, and evangelical manner, that 1 muft
confefs I never met with its equal in any writer.
His illuftration of the ferpent—his eating duft
all the days of his life—the comfort defigned
for man—in the evils denounced on the devil—
the enmity between the two feeds—the author
of thefe benefits, Jehovah—the feed of the
woman largely explained, and why Chrift is
not called the feed of Adam—how Chrift bruifes
the ferpent’s head— and how the devil bruifes his
heel. All thefe particulars are moft glorioufly
lluftrated by this great divine, {o that I fcruple
not to call his expofition of this one text, THE
WHOLE GOSPEL IN MINIATURE,

But I fhould be wanting in affeftion to my
young readers if I did not juft point out fome
farther beautiful illuftrations of Scripture in Dr,
Witfius’s and Mr. Hervey’s works. To the
above judicious and elegant Expofition of the
firlt Gofpel Promife, in Dr. Witfius’s (Economy
—his Illuftration of the Covenant of Peace, in
Zech. vi. 13. book 2. chap. 2.—~his beautiful
Remarks on the feven Eyes on one Stone, Zech.
. 8. book 2. chap., 7. feét. 7.—and his deep
and judicious Thoughts on the Law as the

Strength
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Strength of Sin, book 3. chap. 8. felt. 44.—
with his Views of Adoption, book 3. chap. 10,
feé. 14. Thefe, with many others that will oc-
cur in reading the (Bconomy, will pleafe and

aftonith a perfon of true devotional tafte, if he
fhall read them to the end of life.

In Mr. Hervey’s CoNTEMPLATIONS you fee, on
thofe words, Will Gop 1n very deed dwell with
man! fome elevated and admirable thoughts,
vol. 1. p. 6. but his grand Iluftration of the
10th chapter of the Revelations is beyond all
defcription fublime and ftriking. Nothing in
any Expofitor I ever read or heard of can com-
pare with bis reprefentation of the angel fwear-
ing that time fhall be no longer.  See Contem-
plation on the Night, To which I muft add his
fine Paraphrafe on that Reprefentation of Gob’s
Compaflion, in Iai. xlix. 15. in his Contempla-
tion on the Starry Heavens, p. 119. edit. 2.
12mo.

In his Diatocvues, the beautiful illuftrations
of paffages of Scripture are fo numerous and
abundant, that I muft mention but one, (for
there is no end of all:) and I am certain, that
if you read 1t ten thoufand times, it will always
pleafe. I will fay, in his words on the text, if
thefe refle€tions do not contain the true {fublime,
in its utmoft fcope and fulleft beauty, I profefs I
never faw it, nor ¢ver expect to fee it. Read his

notes
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notes on Rev. xx. 11. oh the white throne, and
the heavens and earth flying away from the pre-
fence of the Sonof Gob. Vol. 3. letter 8.

In his LerTers to Mr. Wefley, p. 59, you
have a moft glorious and divine expofition of
fome ftriking parts of the 4oth chapter of Ifaiah.
Only read thofe remarks ; that will be their beft
recommendation.

In Dr. LowTn’s PrALECTIONES We have the
fame true {pirit of manly and elegant criticifm
on a vaft variety of fublime paffages in the pfalms
and prophets : and I muft declare it as my judg-
ment, that Dr. Witfius, Mr. Hervey, and Dr.
Lowth, confidered in their native genius, imagi-
nation, and tafte ; the rational and delicate con-
dudt of their ftudies ; the elevation, penetration,
and grandeur of their conceptions ; their tender
and devout paffions; and their mafterly com-
mand of language in point of perfpicuity, purity,
and energy, muft fet them in a very diftinguifh-
ing eminence as the firft writers on Scripture ever
known in the world. And we may remark, that
whilft we read authors of the firft rank for tafte,
learning, and eloquence, they always inftruct;
they never difguft, but ever elevate our powers,
refine our paffions, and give new pleafures on
every frefh perufal. And chriftians of the beft
fenfe and judgment will never defpife or fpeak
evil of fuch excellent expofitors of Scripture,

but
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but will feel, in their beft moments, the moft
ardent gratitude to Gop the Redeemer, who is
the author of all thofe fhining talents which
adorn the brighteft men in the world.

VII. Devricar in the ScripTures as the clear
and only piscovery of the supPREME coop,
Curist Jesus, the Soxn of GOD.

When we mention Goop in this place, we not
only contemplate objective and abfolute coob,
meerly in its own nature, but likewife as rela-
tive to our happinefs. Qur faculties are {foon
at their utmoft limits in contemplating Gop as
an abfolute good ; but when we confider him as
related to us, and as producing our happinefs,
the profpeéts are various, ravifhing, infinite, and
eternal ; and in this light I fhall confider the
Lord Jefus Chrift,

An object may be confidered as fit to make us
happy by its own immediate influence—or as
removing mifery=—or preventing mifery=—or as
preparing a man for happinefs, by reftoring and
perfecting the faculties and principles of fruition
to enable a man to enjoy happinefs. Now, In
all thefe views, Chrift is to be confidered as the
fupreme good : he is fit to make us happy by his
own immediate influence=—he is able and willing
to remove all our mifery—he is refolved to pre-
vent eternal mifery——and he prepares us for

Bbb happinefs,
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happinefs, by reftoring our depraved powers to
liberty, purity, and firength; and infufing fuch
noble and fublime principles of fruition as fhall
fit us ever to contemplate and love the fupreme,
objective, and abfolute good.

And this fthews the unfpeakable and tranfcen-
dent excellence of true holinefs diffufed through
the foul by the Lord Jefus; as 1t prepares a
man’s faculties for happinefs; ftrengthens the
underftanding, rectifies the will, refines the tafte
for the pureft enjoyments; purifies and elevates
the affections to their beft objefts, and thus
enables the foul to converfe with the suprEME
TRUTH, GOODNESS, and BEAUTY, to eternity.

‘The ESSENTIALPROPERTIESAand CHARACTERISTIC
of the supreME, objettive, and relative coop
all center 1n the eternal Son of G O D.

The fupreme good of man, or that which
conftitutes his everlafting happinefs, muft be
agreeable and fatisfying to our highelt capacities,
and {uitable to the moft elevated and refined
tafte—fitted to all fituations and conditions in
life—{uited to all offices, and worthy employ-
ments=—may be enjoyed without blufhes and
thame, 1. e. forrow and {elf-contempt—pofleiled
without fufpicion of being a fool: and without
dread of ill confequences—and which comforts a
man and bleffes him with {ferenity under all the

troubles
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groubles of life—refines and fweetens the paf-
fions of the heart—will abide the fevere teft of
found reafon, and endure the moft judicious re-
view and the moft impartial refle€tion=——1mproves
upon longer experience—grows ftill better on
enjoyment—and whilt the more we poflefs 1t,
and the deeper we drink into the fpirit of this
coop, it yields fweeter fruitions on the moft
frequent repetitions : and, in point of duration,
this coop is eternal as our exiftence, and large
as our immortal capacities of happinefs. This
muft be the suPREME GoOD !

Now all thefe glorious properties, and excel-
lent charateriftics of the soverrieyn coop of
man, belong, in the higheft and noblelt {enfe,
to our pIvINE and glorious RepeEEmer, Chrift,
as the supREME Goob of man, muft be that alone
which conflitutes our everlafting happinefs: he
is the fole good that is agreeable and fatisfying
to the higheft capacities of our fouls : he is, in-
deed, the surPrREME TRUTH and goodnefs {uited to
our sUPREME POWERS of enjoyment, and fuitable
to the moft elevated and refined tafte : his grace,
i. e. his good will to us and his good work in
us, 1s fitted to all the firuations and conditions
of our life, and to all the worthy offices and
characters we can fuftain: his tendereft friend-
thip may be enjoyed without blufhes and fhame,
1. ¢. forrow and fclf-contempt; his pureft gcod-

Bbba2 nefs
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nefs may be pofleffed without the painful fuf-
picion of being a fool; and without the leaft
dread of future bad confequences : his patronage
and love will comfort a man, and blefs him with
ferenity under all the trials and troubles of life,
and the terrors of death: his grace refines and
{weetens the paffions of the heart: and the moft
intenfe union of foul with his perfon will abide
the fevere teft of found reafon : the {weeteft {enfe
of his friendthip and converfe will endure the
moft judicious review and impartial reflection:
an intereft in him, as the fupreme beauty and
good, improves upon longer experience; and
grows f{till better on farther enjoyment: and,
whilt the more we poflefs his love, and the
deeper we drink into the seiriT of this coop, it
yields fweeter FruITIONS on the moft frequent
REPETITIONS : ¥ and, 1n point of duration, this

divine

* The vaniTy of the wor LD appears in a moft firiking and convincing

light when fet in contraft with the surrEME Goop, the Lorn Jesus,
Worldly good, and fenfual unlawful pleafure, cannot be {uitable to our
fupreme powers of fruition: they are not at all adapted to a refined and
elevated tafte : they are not fit to make us happy in all conditions and
charaéters in hfe, Unlawful plealures cannot be enjoyed without bluthes
and fhame. A fenfualift muft feel fhame, i. e, forrow and {elf-contempt :
he never can have one moment’s folid felf-approbation : nor can he poffefs
bis pleafures without the painful fufpicion of being a fool, and a mof
pungent and alarming dread and horror at future bad confequences ; which
flings gall and wormwood into his cup, and embitters all his infatiable
defires of pleafing fenfations, The man of the world has nothing to com-
fort him under the vexatious trials of this perithing life, or the more awful
terrors of approaching death : he has nothing to refine and fweeten, but
every thing to pollute the affections, and four the paffions of the heart ;
his guilty pleafures will never bear the fevere teft of found reafon, and the

trial
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divine friend is eternal as our exiftence; and his
fulnefs of perfections and grace are large as our
immortal capacities of happinefs. He muft,
therefore, be indeed the suprREME BEaUTY, and
the suprEME TRUTH and GoOOD to MaN,

RECOLLECTION.

We mutl clofe this Contemplation with a fhort
review cf what we have faid,

‘We have con-
fidered, my dear reader, that the Scriptures de-
mand the utmoft wonder and veneration : the
firmeft faith in their infallible truth and cer-
tainty : the higheft efteem for their inexprefiible
dignity and excellence: the moft ardent defire
after their true sewse, and the bleffings contained
1n the exceeding great and precious PROMISES :
they demand all the good will of the human
heart ; the moft exquifite delight and glory in
the rich difcoveries of law and gofpel. We have
taken a {urvey of that fublime and high-fpirited
GRATITUDE which every true chriftian owes to
Gop

trial of an impartial review : his foul and groveling gratifications can
never improve npon longer experience, nor grow better on farther enjoy-
ment : but, on the contrary, the more frequently his impure pleafures are
repeated, the more flat and infipid they will grow ; and the more pain and
difguft they will create, the more naufeous, loathfome, and horrible they
will be ; the more the wretch will be weary of life, be difgufted with his
own exiftence, and all its polluted fenfations: and whillt the worthlefs
profligate drinks deeper into the cup of intoxication and poifon, the more
ficknefs of foul he will feel: and the moft frequent repetitions of thefe
filthy fruitions of debauch, will render his guilty foul the more weak,
wicked, turbulent, and furfeited, to the very end of life,~——=Read Bp.
Horpxins’s admirable DeMonNsTRATION of the VANITY of the WorLD,
in his works, Folio,
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Gop the Father, Son, and holy Spirit, for a
Bible mfpired, perfected, preferved, purchated
with divine blood, tranflated, printed, and ex-
pounded by fome of the wifeft and beft men
that ever exifted in the whole world, We re-
fumed the affection of delight for the fake of a
fpecial and peculiar object, who deferves and
demands all the moft unbounded delight that
millions of good men and angels can ever feel;
and who 1s, and ever will be, the higheft objeét
of delight to the eternal Gop the Father, who
refts his heart in him; who boafts of him to his
whole happy empire; and triumphs, with all the
joy of a Gop, in thofe ravithing words: * This
is my beloved Son, in whom I have an entire
acquiefcence and delight.”

And fhall we not then, O! ILord Jefus, con-
fider thee as an obje&t of complete delight and
joy ! fhall not our ideas of Chrift meet thine, O'!
divine Father ! fhall not our {upreme powers and
paflions, rifing to Gop in an heavenly flame,
re-echo back, This 1s thy beloved Son, in whom
our fouls are eternally well pleafed! We are
pleafed, O! divine redeemer, with thy grandeur
and dominion: with thine immenfe wealth and
riches : thine infinite wifdom and knowledge :
thine irrefiftible power and firength.  We rejoice
in the joy and unbounded delights of thine heart:
we triumph In thine higheft honours, thy peer-

C
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lefs dignity, and eternal fame: we love thee for
thine incomparable beauty : we rejoice, that
neither men or devils can finally eclipfe thy lovely
perfections, or diminifh thy happinefs, or difturb
thy repofe and pleafure: we can add nothing to
thee ; but ’tis a joy of heart to us, that thou art,
and ever wilt be, the {upreme BravTry, and the
fupreme TrRUTH and GoopNESs to our {ouls when
time fhall be no more.  Amen.

Selet BOOXS to beread on the Subject of
this CONTEMPLATION.

1. Read the excellent Mr, Benxjamin BeNNETT’s beautiful difplay
of the useruLNESs of the feveral parts of ScripTurE for doftrine,
convicton of errors, corre@ion of morals, and inftrution in righteouf-
nefs, in his Sermons on the Truth and Infpiration of Scripture. Serm.
12, 13. And on the pradtical Difpofitions and Affetions due to Scrip-
ture, Serm. 14.

2. Bp, Harvr’s ConTEMPrLATIONS on the HisTorrcar Parts of
ScripTuUrEe, 5 vols, 8vo. Edinburgh edit. 1770, furpafs every work of
the kind, and, indeed, exceed all our praifes.

3. As Bp. Horx1Ns's admirable TREATISE on the VanrTy of the
WogrLp is a ftriking contraft to the BeaUTY and FurLxEss of Chrift, as
the suprEME coop, I will here give a thort abridgment of that work
and I the rather do it, becaufe the book itfelf is little known, and becaufe
great numbers of people are eternally undone by an exceflive love of worldly
things.

The bifhop’s difcourfe takes its rife from thefe words, Eccl, i. 2. Vanity
of vanities, all is vanity, He begins by obferving, that there is nothing
in the world vain, in refpeét to its natural being—that nothing is vain
in refpet of Gop the creator——that, therefore, all the vanity that is in
worldly things, is only in refpeé of the fin and felly of man, which per-
verts the right ufe of all things, He goes on to difplay the vanity of the

world
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world in ten heads. 1. All its glory and fplendor depends mercly on
opinion and fancy: ’tis our imagination that paints the world in firon$
colours. 2. The vanity of the world appears in its deceitfulnefs and
treachery: it betrays our hopes into delufion, and our fouls into guilt,
3. The world is a vexatious vanity, in four vicws—vexation in getting
riches and pleafures—vexation inenjoying them—vexation inlofing worldiy
goods—and whether we get or lofe, we are ftill difappointed in our hopesq
4. A little crofs will embitter great comforts and fenfual plsalures, 5. The
loager we enjoy worldly things, the more flat and infipid they grow. 6. All
the fenfual pleafures of the world are only a tedious repetition of the fame
things; the fame fhallow fenfations. 7. The world can ftand us in no
ftead under the horrors of a guilty confcience, and at the dreadful hour
of death. 8. The world is viin, becaufe ’tis unfuitable to the nature and
powers of a foul—the foul is fpiritual; the world is drofs—the foul is
immortal ; the world is perithing—the neceffities of the foul are quite of
another kind from worldly things. 9. The vanity of the world appears in
its inconfiftency and ficklenefs ; the world is full of perpetual variations
there is no certain ftability in any one worldly thing. yo. The vanity of
the world appears in this, that it never fatisfies. The highe® condition
cannot free us from cares and croffes: and be our condition what it will,
we ftill defire change. We can no more reft in an high eftate than in a
Jow one: we fiil defire fomething farther and better. Hence fee the
grofs folly, madnefs, and guilt of moft men in idolizing a meer vanity,

N. B. I wifh this fmart little book was te-printed for the ufe of the
rifing age,

A CON-
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The naTurE of HOPE, and its EXERCISE on the
p1scovERIEs of the worp of GOD.—SuBjEc-
t10N, and ready oBEDIENCE of souL and con-
scieNck to the whole wiLL of GOD in Scrip-
TurRE.~ZEAL for the HONOUR of SCRIPTURE,
and ardent aTtTempts to diffufe the xnow-
LEpGE of ScrIPTURE to the utmoft of our
aBiLiTies.—The moft pungent mMoTIVES to
zgaL briefly reprefented.

VIIL l i OPE of being happy in the pofieflion

of the Honours and jovs difcovered
in the Scri1PTURE, 1s another affection due to the
word of Gob, and effential to the fpirit and
charatter of a true chriftian.

In our glorious book, the grand objefts of
hope are moft clearly revealed—the grace of
hope is powerfully infufed=—the exercifes of hope
are richly encouraged=——and the fruits and works
of hope are moft generoufly rewarded.

Ccca Hope
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Hope is the ardent defire and expeétation of
abfent geod. Faith regards objects as prefent
to the mind : but hope confiders thofe objetts
and bleflings as abfent. And this affe&ticn is
raifed and cherifhed in the foul by the clear
profpect of the poflibility and probability of en-
joying them, founded on the fincerity and faith-
fulnefs of Gop in his promifes ; the oath of Gop,
which has confirmed thofe promifes ; the blood
of Chrift, which has bought thofe bleffings ; and
the infinite fulnefs of the grace and power of
Chrift to apply all thofe promifes to the foul.

As the grace of hope will be confidered at
large in a fubfequent part of this work, we muft
not enlarge upon it here. I fhall only thew how
the rich fulnefs of Chrift, revealed in Scripture,
is the precious object of the chriftian’s hope.

The fulnefs of Chrift confifts in the infinite
all - fufficiency of his nature for his own hap-
pinefs, and for the complete happinefs of all his
people, without the leaft deficiency or failure
through our eternal duration. In him dwells
all the fulnefs of the Godhead bodily. Col. ii. g.
This is his eflential fulnefs.—It hath pleafed the
Father, that in him fhould all fulnefs dwell.
Col. i. 19. Of his fulnefs we have all received,
and grace for grace. John i. 16. Full of grace
and truth. This is his relative and diffufive ful-
nefs towards us. His effential fulnefs as Gop,

10 and
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and his relative fulnefs as mediator, both con-
{pire to raife our hope to the moft fublime
height and vaft extent into eternity, The whole
fulnefs of the Deity fubftantially dwells in him -
his human nature 1s the temple of the Deity :
and all the perfections of Gob, in their utmoft
fulnefs and glory, abide for ever in his incarnate
perfon : and the fulnefs or perfection of Deity is
a natural idea of all that is comprehended in
Godhead. * Now hope views Chrift in all his
fulnefs, as revealed in Scripture; and this ex-
cites its moit lively and vigorous exercife: and,
indeed, what can there be to damp or difcourage
our hopes, when we view him in his full glory
and dignity, becoming a fubfiftence in the eternal
perfon of the Son of Gop, Full in his commu-
‘nion with his divine father; delighting always
in him—T{ull in a {ufficiency to anfwer every end
of Gop the Father’s grace—f{ull to the utmoft
capacity of an uncreated Gop; and full to the
utmoft capacity of the moft wonderful and glo-
rious creature—full of the greateft beauty and
lovelinefs of a living temple—full of a divine
{atisfaction to infinite juftice—full of a divine
and infinite righteoufnefs to juttify our fouls—
full of a divine and infinite {pirit to fanéify our
hearts—full to fuit all forts of neceflities at all
rimes, and in all conditions in which his dear
people can poffibly be—full in the moft aive

and
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and ardent readinefs of bounty to fupply all forts
of wants—full in the abilities of a Gop to gain
a perfect victory over all kinds of temptations,
trials, and oppofitions whatfoever, from men or
devils—full as a complete example, or beautiful
pattern of obedience to angels, but efpecially to
all believers in the world—full to give the ut-
moft pleafure and delight to all holy fouls ; and
to give infinite pleafure to his divine father—full
to be an everlafting memorial of the grace and
glory of the Father, in giving fuch unparalleled
excellencies to the Son of Man in union with the
Son of Gop. *

Now, clear views of this altonifhing fulnefs of
Chrift, revealed in the gofpel, have the fitteft
tendency to cherifh the moft vigorous hopes of
enjoying all forts of bleflings for this life, and
“that which is to come. Hope 1s one of the moft
delightful affeftions of the mind : and is the fup-
port and guide of the foul in all {orts of labours,
trials, and affli¢tions: it 13 of a cheering and
enlivening nature: and it is an abiding grace
at all times: ’ts an ever living grace, and is
always more or lefs in exercife. Hope has this
remarkable and fingular property, that it is
living when other graces feem to be ready to
die; and when a true chriftian is in the worlt
condition, he cannot give up his hope ; nor will

he

* See Dr, Owen on Communion with Chrift in Grace, p. 72. edit, 1657,
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he PART WITH IT FOR ALL THE WORLD.~~See Dr.
Wright on Hope, in his Great Concern, 8vo,
p. 201. And Dr. Gill on Hope. Body of Prac-
tical Divinity, p. 99.

In a word, this lively fcriptural hope produces
the moft noble and fublime rorTITUDE : 1t raifes
a man above the frowns of the world, the rage
of hell, and the terrors of death: it carries us
cheerfully through all the difficulties of life, and
makes hard things eafy to the mind : it keeps us
from the two extremes of true fortitude—rath-
nefs and infenfibility, and fearfulnefs and impa-
tience : it cherithes real MagNANIMITY oOr great-
nefs of foul, which raifes a man above the in-
fluence of the good or evil things of this world.*

IX. Susjecrion and intire OBEDIENCE of SOUL
and conscIieNck to the whole wiLL of GOD in
SCRIPTURE, 1s another eflential pisposiTion of
the true CHRISTIAN.

The grand fundamental law in Gop’s rational
empire is love : it refembles the fupreme, univer-
fal, and eternal law of gravitation in the New-

tonian

% A man of true MAGNANIMITY does not think an afluence of
worldly goods neceffiry to make him happy; nor does he leave it in the
power of the evil things of the world to make him miferable. He who
will not be a flave to persons, hatihg all fubjeftion which is not
founded in juftice and reafon, will, from the fame principle, fcorn to be
enflaved to THINGS; for sLavERY is the fame, whofoewer or whatfeever
be the TyrRaNT. A man that hopes to dwell eternally with Gop in the
higheft heavens, difdains all flavery to TYRANT PERSONS Of TYRANT
THINGS,~=38¢c Grove’s Mor, Philof, vol, 2. p. 177179,



