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and raifed to the higheft heavens, the feat of
thy glory. No proportionable returns can ever
be made to thee for fuch immenfe favours: we
are drowned in debt, and loft in wonder. All
we can poflibly do, 1s to give ourfelves intirely
to thee, to be for ever thine: we are not our
own : we will not be our own, we will be thine ;
thy purchafe, thy property, and wholly at thy
difpofal. Confcious of our utter incapacity to
make adequate returns for thy grace, we would
call on the archangels, and the whole hierarchy
of heaven, to lend us hearts to love thee and
tongues to celebrate thy perfections: we would
fummon all creation, in the vaft extent of thy
univerfal empire, to praife thy glorieus majefty
for thy kindnefs to loft man.
GraTiTuDE to Gop the HoLy Seirit, for in-
{piring the penmen of the facred Scriptures
The true {cripture dotrine of the Holy Spirit
was never lefs regarded fince the reformation from
popery, than it is now : and every wife man fees
the awful confequences. The godhead, perfonality
and agency of the holy Spirit fhine with a moft
confpicuous light all through the Bible: all
the works of creation, providence, miracles, in-
{piration, prophecy, regeneration, and the re-
furrection of the dead, are afcribed to him in
the book of Gob : and all the beautiful gifts and
graces which adorn the minds of true chriftians,
Yy are
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are derived from his agency on the foul.  T'o be
ignorant of his perfon, as a divine and intelligent
agent, is a foul difgrace : to be unmindful of his
glorious works is an evidence of black ingrati-
tude, and great infenfibility of heart. He de-
ferves our utmoft efteem, our moflt grateful
attention. If we are not ftupid, with refpect to
our true intereft, we fhall defire his vital pre-
fence, and feel the ftrongeft benevalence to him,
and delight in his prefence: we fhall confider
ourfelves under the moft mighty obligations to
love and adore him as the author of the facred
books of the old and new Teftament. The
Spirit of Gop fpake by the writers, and his
word was on their tongues. His word was in my
tongue : the Gop of 1frael {pake to me. 2 Sam,
xxiii, 2. Holy men of Gop {pake as they
were moved by the holy Ghoft. 2 Pet. 1 ar.
The Spirir of Gop gave to the facred writers a
clear conception of their fubje: he imprefled
the mind and confcience with a lively fenfe of
the truth and importance cf the matter of the
Scripture : he gave them lively fenfations of
beauty and truth, while they were meditating on
their fubje& : he difplayed before their eyes the
grand motives which flirred them up to write,
addreffed to their eftcem and fear; their hope,
gratitude, godly ambition, intereft and plealure :

he freed their minds from all thofe prejudices
which
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which are the {prings of error within us: and he
helped them to write down the truth, the whole
truth, that Gop defigned to communicate to the
church, Thus he prefided over the whole Bible,
and finithed the canow of ScripTure with all

the piGNITY, GRACE, and INFALLIBILITY of a
Gop.

Now, my reader, what gratitude is due to this
divine and glorious perfon for his unutterable
goodnefs to dark loft mankind! what efteem
thould we have for him ? what good will fhould
we bear to him? with what pleafure and atten~
tion thould we read the doétrines, laws, promifes,
hiftories, and prophecies, which he has infpired!
and how dutifully ought we to obey the dictates
of his word ! *Tis by his agency that we undet-
ftand the true fenfe of Scripture: and by his aid
we obey the laws of Scripture. O! how un-
fpeakable are our obligations to him for help
againtt our pride, our enmity, our infidelity, and
impurity. The vileft lufts would rage within us
and reign over us every hour, if he was to re-
fufe to fupprefs the curfed emotions of our pol-
luted nature : he affifts us in a feafonable recol-
leGtion of the infinite evil of fin, and he helps
us to call into memory the ftriking portions of
Gop’s word, which forbid our crimes: he gives
us an awful fenfe of the omniprefence of Gob,

and ferious impreflions of his majefty, holinefs,
dominion,
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dominion, and omnipotence : he aids us to form
refolute determinations againft fin, and he enables
us to fix our will for the worfhip and fervice of
Gop. All the light, ftrength, and beauty of our
minds: all the divine elevation and generous fer-
mentation of our devout paflions, are owing to
his rational, attractive, and godlike agency.

Eternal Spirit, we confefs,

And fing the wonders of thy grace;
Thine inward teachings make us know
Qur duty and our dangers too.

Glorious Gop ! whilft infidels infult thee, and
pretended chriftians defpife thine influence : whilft
wild enthufiafts difgrace thy charaéter, by laying
claim to thine aids, and yet negle&t thy facred
word : we, being greatly fenfible of our infinite
obligations to thee for all the wildom, integrity,
purity, peace, and {trength of our minds, pro-
ftrate our hearts at the foot-ftool of thy majefty;
and, together with the facred Father and Son,
would give thee the bigheft affetion and praifes ;
longing for that happy moment when, being re-
leafed from the body, our fouls fhall evolve, with
a divine {pring, into all the light and glory of thy
prefence for ever.

As gratitude to Gop for a divine revelation s
the nobleft paffion in a chriftian’s heart, it wili
be pleafing and profitable to carry our thoughts

farther
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farther upon this fubjet : it cannot be too often
difplayed, nor {et in too many paints of light:
we will therefore fhew the believer’s gratitude to
Gop, as it refpeéts the Bible in feven views of it,
as infpired—perfected=—preferved——purchafed--
tranflated—printed—and now expounded by the
moft excellent divines in the world.

GratiTupE is due to Gop for a Bible ix-
spiReD, The Infpiration of the Scriptures is
not now to be proved ; it is done already beyond
all rational contradiftion or doubt: and what a
fatisfation muft this give to every honeft and
ferious mind. 'We have now introduced it afreth
for the fake of the connexion with the other
views of the Bible: and how thankful ought we
to be to Gop, that he has not left us at a lofs in
this grand fundamental of all true religion. What
would it avail us, in point of falvation, if we
had no good ground to believe that the Bible
was given by an infallible Infpiration of Gop.
This book preferved, printed, tranflated, and
explained, but not infpired, would never bring
us to eternal life in perception and fruition of
Gop. Itis its full and perfect Infpiration that
gives the Bible its complete dignity, perfetion,
glory, and ufefulnefs; and for which we are
bound to render Gop the moft fervent gratitude
and immortal praifes.

GRATITUDE
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GraTiTUpE is due for a Bible PERFECTED. ==
How grateful was David for the word of Gop,
although he had no more of it than the five
books of Mofes; the books of Jothua, Judges,
Ruth, and Samuel, with his own infpired Pfalms,
What ardent affection does he exprefs through
that admirable piece of experimental religion,
the cxix Pfalm! Now, what abundant ad-
vantages do we enjoy above the pfalmift, and
all the believers in the old Teftament. We have
the glorious writings of Ifaiah and the other
prophets : we have the ftill more wonderful and
divine volume of the new Teftament, completed
by that moft aftonifhing book of the Revela-
tions : {0 that our canon of Scripture will have
no addition to it to the end of the world : ’tis a
moft complete revelation from Gobp; nothing
can be taken from it, nothing can be added to
it. We have in this god-breathed book a de-
finitive rule of faith, worfhip, and morals; for
which, let all true chriftians on earth blefs and
praife Gop in the higheft ftrains for ever and

ever |

GraTiTuDE for a Bible PrEsSErVED.~T he Bible
has had more enemies than any other book in the
world ever had: it has been in ten thoufand
perils, in many ages, from bitter enemies and
falfe friends. But there have been two tremen-

dous times in which, to fpeak after the manner
of
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of men, the Bible has been in danger of being
utterly loft.

‘The FIRsT crRITICAL siTUATION Of the holy Bible
was in the time of that cruel and bloody tyrant
AnTiocHus EpipHANES, who violated the temple
in the year of the world 3834 ; and before Chrift,
170. This defperate man had, by his perpetual
and violent wars, almoft ruined the whole Jewith
nation : he profaned the temple in the moft daring
manner : he fet up the image of Jupiterin the
temple of Gop, and ordered a fwine to be boiled,
and the broth to be fprinkled about the holy of
holies itfelf. But his malice and outrage againft
the facred books of the old Teftament was be-
yond all his other wickednels, He fearched up
all the Hebrew copies he was able, and burnt
them. Yea, he went farther than that : he iflued
out proclamations through Judea, that every
Jew who had a copy of the Bible thould deliver
it up to be deftroyed, upon pain of death: and
cowards and traitors to Gop’s book there have
beenin all ages, who feared man’s anger above
Gop’s wrath and damning curfe. But, bleffed
be Gop, there have been brave and refolute
fervants of Chrift, who valued their Bibles above
their blood : and fo there were in the time of
cruel Antiochus. Thofe blefled heroes preferved
the Bible at the hazard of their lives : they feared
not the wrath of this proud and cruel tyrant.

No. IX. Z 2 And
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And Gopo’s juftice purfued this defperate man
with a fingular vengeance : worms bred in his
bowels : his fleth rotted off from his bones:
there iffued from his putrid body fuch an in-
tolerable ftench, that his phyficians could not
bear the room : and hell took pofieflion of his
guilty foul before it was rent from his perifhing
fAeth. A fearful monument of Gop’s dreadful
wrath to all men who fhall dare to defpife,
oppofe, or perfecute the word of Gob to the end
of the warld. I hope my young readers will
have an altive curiofity to read the accounts of
this horrid man, in the books of the Apocrypha,
1 Macc. 1. and 2 Macc. v. in Ufher’s Annals
p. 317. latin Paris edit. Englifh edit. p. 417.
Prideaux’s Connexion, vol. 3. p. 237, 258, 284.
And Rollin’s Ancient Hiftory, vol. 6. p. 248.
8vo. edit. of 1768.

The SECOND CRITICAL TIME of DANGER Wwith
the moLy ScripTures was w the reign of the
emperor Dioclefian. 1 tremble and adore whilft
I write. Inthe year of our Lord 303, and on
the 18th day of April, according to Valefius’s
notes on Eufebius’s Ecclefiattical Hiftory, book 8.
chap. 2. p. 144 : onthis day Dioclefian, by the
inftigation of his partner * in empire, fet on foot
the tenth pagan perfecution. -+ In this FirsT of
their three edicts agamnft the chriftians, the facred

Scriptures

* Muaximian Galerius, who married Dioclefian’s daughter,
T Dr. Lardner fays this tenth perfecution began Feb, 21,303, Sew
vel. grof his Teftimonies, p, 285.
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Scriptures were ordered to be burnt; and Eufe-
bius fays, he faw with his own eyes the divine
and facred Scriptures burnt in the market-place,
The perfecution raged for ten years; and thefe
bloody perfecutors imagined they had utterly de-
ftroyed the chriftian religion, and had the in-
folence to fet up pillars and plates of brafs, with
thefe infcriptions on them: * In the times of
Diocresian and Maximran Hercuiivs, and
GALERIUS, the NAME of the cHRISTIANS Was ex-
tirpated.” And another infcription ran thus:
 That the suPERSTITION of the CHRISTIANS was
every where rooted up, and the worsuir of the
gods reftored.” It is with great difficulty that I
forbear running on for many pages together, to
defcribe the characters and altions of thefe cruel
and bloody perfecutors, the vaft extent and hor-
rors of the perfecution, and its awful duration,
for it lafted ten years; with the terrible deaths
of Galerius, in 311, and of Dioclefian, who died
at Salone, in Dalmatia, in the year of our Lord
313 : but I muft ftop my hand, for there is no
end to thefe aftonithing things. Yet, for the
fake of my pious and inquifitive young readers,
I will fet down fome {elet books, where their
laudable curiofity may have a fweet and awful
information concerning the victory of the holy
Scriptures over their moft bloody enemies. I
will mention the authors in the order I would

Z z 2 read
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read them if they were all before me at the fame
time. (1.) Bofluet’s Univerfal Hiftory, vol. 1.
12mo. p. 134, who fays of Dioclefian’s perfecu-
tion: ° The ftriteft fearch was made for the
SACRED Books, in order to abolifh the very
memory of them; and the chriftians durft not
have them in their houfes, nor almoft prefume
to read them. (2.} Lampe’s Ecclefiaftical Hil-
tory, book 2. chap, 4. fec. 16. (3.) Millar’s
Propagation of Chriftianity, vol. 1. edit, 3. 1731,
p. 369. (4.) Crevier’s Hiftory of the Roman
Emperars, 8vo, vol. 9. p. 252. (5.) Dr. John
Gillies’s Hiftorical Collettions, vol. 1. 8vo. p. 16.
(6.) Dr. Macknight’s Truth of the Gofpel Hif-
tory, 4to, p. 516. (7.) Dr. Lardner’s Collec-
tion of ancient Heathen Teftimonies to the
Truth of the Chriftian Religion, vol. 3. 4to.
1766. chap. 4o0. p. 277—327. of Diaclefian’s
perfecution of the chriftians. (8.) Dr. Cave’s
Primitive Chriftianity, 8vo. edit, 5. 1698,
p. 335—339, 368. (9.) Spanheim’s Ecclefi-
aftical Hiftory, p. 812—814. fol. edit. 1701,
(10.) Dr. Newton’s Differtations, vol. 3, 8vo.
P- 54> 55. with Lowman on the Revelations,
8vo. edit. 1773. p. 72, 78. (11.) Fox’s Alts
and Monuments of the Church, vol. 1. p. 83.
fol. edit. 1684. (12.) Laftly, I mention the
original fountain from whence thefe great and
good men drew their knowledge. Eufebius’s
Ecclefiaftical Hiftory, folio edit. 1709, with

Valefius’s
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Valefius’s notes. See book 8. chap. 2. book g.
chap. 7.—~I will affirm of Eufebius’s Haittory,
what Dr. Doddrige ufed to exprefs to his friends
concerning Jofephus : * If I had but fix books
in my library, Eufebius fhould be one of them.*
And 1 will farther obferve, for the benefit of
young divines, that, next to the holy Scriptures,
the Hiftory of the Church of Chrift, in her
dottrines, worthip, morals, and the great and
good divines, who have, in all ages, defended
thofe doltrines by reafon, argument, and by
their blood ; with the hiftory of the principal
errors, deceivers, tyrants, and perfecutors, who
have attempted to corrupt and exterminate the
church : I fay, this hiftory of the two kingdoms
of Chrift and Satan ought to be the grand object
of our ftudy and attention all through life.

I will clofe this particular with a concife and
ftriking view of the horrid cruelties of the Dio-
clefian perfecution, in the words of a learned
hiftorian, of the three firft centuries of the
church, who has well abridged the larger ac-
counts in Eufebius and others.

“ As this was the laft perfecution, fo it was
the moft fevere of all others, like the laft efforts
of an expiring enemy, who ufes his utmoft rage
and ftrength to give a parting blow. It were

endlefs

# I ought, in juflice, to inform my young readers, that the index to
the Univerfal Hiftory, vol, 21. 8vo, is an admirable introdulien to alk
ftudics of this kind, and may be bought feparate.
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endlefs and almoft incredible to enumerate the
variety of fufferers and torments : it muft be
fufficient to obferve in this place, that they were
fcourged to death—had their fleth torn off with
pincers, and mangled and fcraped with fhells
and broken pots—were caft to lions, tygers, and
other wild beafts—were burned— beheaded—
crucified—thrown into the fea—torn in pieces
by the diftorted boughs of trees, and by the
force of horfes—roafted alive over gentle fires—
their bowels torn out whilft living—melted lead
poured into their bowels—with innumerable
other torments, as may be feen in Fox’s Mar-
tyrology, vol. 1. p. 36—87.

“ This perfecution lafted ten years under
Dioclefian, and fome of his fucceflors. The in-
credible number of chriftians that fuffered death
and punithment, made them conclude that they
had completed their work: and in an ancient
infcription, they tell the world, that they had
effaced the name and fuperftition of the chriftians,
and had reftored and propagated the worfhip of
the gods. But they were {fo much deceived, that
this haftened the deftruttion of paganiim ; and
fhortly after cHRISTIANITY became V1CTORIOUS
and triumphant over all the powers of darknefs,
and the artifices and cruelty of mankind.”=—
Fachard’s Roman Hiftory, vol. 2. with fome

fmall additions; and his Ecc, Hiftory, p. 451.
Thus
6
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Thus you fee, my dear reader, what reafon
you have to efteem the precious book of Gop,
which has been preferved through fuch dreadful
dangers, and comes down to your hands in the
ftreams of chriftian blood. But you have an
higher motive to love the Bible than this: you
owe —

GraTiTuDE for a Bible purcHASED ; a Bible
purchafed with the blood of Gop.  The blood of
martyrs was polluted with fin, but the blood of
Chrift was that of a lamb, without blemith, and
withoot {pot or taint of treafon and rebellion ;
it was pure blood, and the blood of him who is
Jehovah Lorp and Gop, the true, the great and
mighty Gop, who is over all, blefled for ever-
more. None but focinians, and men who verge
towards their horrid principles, will deny that
the Bible is the puschafe of the blood of Gob.
Holinefs, juftice, and truth, would never have
fuffered one line of a gracious revelation to come
to us, if there had not been a full provifion made
for the honour of thofe moft adorable and tre-
mendous attributes of Gobo. And what can
more endear the Scriptures to us, than to con-
fider, that now every perfection in Gon pleads
on the footing of Chrift’s saTisraction for our
enjoyment of all the eternal bleflings of the
glorious gofpel.

GraTiTuDE for a Bible transcatep.~—The
Bible was tranflated many hundred vears before
the
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the art of printing was invented. The rirsT
man in England that tranflated fome parts of the
Bible into our language, which was then Saxon,
was the vENERABLE Bepe,* who flourifhed about
the year of Chrift 700.

The seconp was the great and good Jomw
Wickrrrre,+ who flourithed from 1360 to 1380
and who is defervedly fliled the MorRNING sTaRr
of the REFORMATION.

The tHIRD Worthy man was Joun Trevisa,
a divine in Cornwall, who is reported to have
fer forth the whole Bible in Englith: but an
exalt account I cannot yet procure.

The rourTH was the excellent Wirrram Tin-
paL,t who tranflated the five books of Mofes,
and the new Teftament, in the year 1527 : after-
wards he and Miles Coverdale joined in the work
and finifhed the tranflation of the whole Bible.
¥ fpeak nothing of all fubfequent tranflations, as
they are generally known. And now, my reader,
if the old Teftament were always to remain only
in the original Hebrew, and the new Teftament
in Greek, what man in ten thoufand through all
Britain could ever read or underftand one page !

And

* Bede was 2p Englifh monk, born about the year 672, and died on the
26th of May, 7438, aged 63.

+ Wicklifie was born near Richmond, in Yorkihire, about the yeas
1324, and died at Lutterworth, in Leicefterfhire, in the year 1334,

1 Tirdal was bern mear Wales, and burnt in the Netherlands in the
year 1536,
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And how thankful ought we to be, that Gop has
raifed up men of ftrong fenfe, and found learn-
ing, to tranflate thefe facred books into our own
language! Here we fee the neceflity, dignity,
and excellence of a clear knowledge of the facred
languages ; and how exceedingly do thofe good
men miftake, who fpeak in an unguarded and
contemptuous manner of learning and learned
men : they ought, in truth and juftice, to dif-
tinguifh between the ufe and the abufe of learn-
ing; and whilft bad men, who mifapply their
talents, fhould be held in abhorrence, holy and
wife men, who ufe their learning for Gop, thould
be had in everlafting honour.

GraTiTuDE for a Bible prixnTED.~Before the
art of printing was found out, in 1440, a Bible,
written on vellum or parchment, would coft one
hundred pounds fterling : and if this was the cafe
now, not one perfon in ten thoufand, through
all England, could ever have a Bible: and what
a deplorable ftate would you be in without this
precious book of Goo! How ought you and I
to blefs Gob for ever and ever, who taught man
this happy and moft glorious art of printing!
Now the copies of the Bible are multiplied to
fo many millions, that I truft the papifts can
never be able to burn them all: and a Bible is
rendered fo very cheap as to come almoft within

the

Aaa
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the power of the pooreft perfon to purchafe * a
book that was originally bought for us with the
infinitely-precious blood of the Son of Gop.

GraTiTupE for a Bible exrounpeD by the
moft excellent men in the world.—It is a true
remark of the amiable Mr. Matthew Henry,
*“ That as preachers would not be believed with-
out Bibles to back them, fo Bibles would not be
underftood without minifters to explain them.”
(Pref. to Expofit. vol. 1.) Wife and ferious chrif-
tians will avoid all foolifh extremes: they will nei-
ther 1dolize expofitions, nor vilify them: they will
not fet up the works of good men to a neglet of
the Bible: nor will they defpife the excellent pro-
ductions of long ftudy and ardent devotion. They
will fay with the modeft and humble lord-treafurer
to Philip, How can I underftand the Scriptures
without fome man to guide me? A&tsviii. 31. And
this is fully confiftent, with the ufe of our own beft
judgment, to form a final determination concern-
ing the true fenfe of Scripture for the direction of
our faith, worfhip, and moral condut. Fully
convinced of the propriety of thefe {fentiments, I
oo on to obferve, for the benefit of my young

readers,

* T can never enough efteem and recommend the fociety for promoting
religious knowledge among the poor; by which, above nine hundred
pounds worth of Bibles, and other good books, are annually given away »
and let it never be forgotten, that this fociety began, in 1750, with the
fum of twenty-fix thillings, laid down by thofc excellent men, now in
heaven, meflrs. Jofeph and Benjamin Forfitt,

8
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readers, and efpecially thofe of a certain charater
and office in the church of Chrift, that one of the
moft able expofitors of our nation, and the firft in
point of time, is that great and excellent man, Dr.
Simon Patrick. This eminent man poffeflfed a
very ftrong and found natural underftanding : his
learning was immenfe and well digefted : his re-
ligion was deep, and matured by long experience,
and under the direction of clear mafculine reafon.
In a word, I know not any expofitor, at the age
of more than {eventy years, that ever wrote with
fuch perfpicuity of thought and ftrength of mind;
and what 1s {till better, with fuch a divine fa-
vour, and in the {pirit of the gofpel, as the
Paraphrafe on the Pfalms and the Song of Solo-
mon fully evince.

Mr. Matthew Henry’s Expolfition is peculiarly
excellent for the {weet notes and {prightly turns
of thought which every where abound: ’tis im-
poffible for a perfon of piety and tafte to read
him without wifhing to be fhut out from all the
world to read him through, without one moment’s
interruption,

Dr. John Guife’s Expofition of the new Tefta-
ment evinces that he was a great and folid divine,
of a truly evangelical heart, and well digefted
learning : every page has an high tendency to in-

ftruct the mind, and make us fteady and fubftan-
tial chriftians.

Aaaz Dr.,
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Dr. Doddridge’s Family Expofitor has three
diftinguithing excellencies — his improvements
breathe a genuine, lively, and elevated devotion
—his critical notes lead us more fully into the
{pirit, energy, and beauty of the facred original
—his new tranflation and paraphrafe oftentimes
difcover the penetration and elegant fagacity of
his mind to obferve the various movements of
good and bad hearts, difplayed in the facred
writings : in this point of view the doctor fhines
above all other expofitors.

Dr. Gill’s Expofition of the old and new Tefta-
ment is an ocean of found divinity. The re-
markable excellencies of this great work are
confiffency with his truly evangelical principles
throughout the whole—immenfe reading and
vaft refearches into all the principal books* of
antiquity and hiftory, which may any ways eluc-
date the facred writings.

Vitringa, the Expofitor of Ifaizh, in 2 vols.
folio, 1709, is a man of aftonithing erudition
and evangelical favour : he is above all my com-
mendation ; and, therefore, I can only fay what
1 know to be fa& ; that he was the favourite of
the late Mr. James Hervey, whofe genius for
facred and devotional criticifim is undoubtedly

above

% I do not mention the vaft treafures of learning in the Jewifh Targums
znd Talmuds, which this great man poffefled above all the divines of our

#2Cs



