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the evidence of the divine Infpiration, now pro-
pofed to him, arifing from the wonderful good-
nefs of the doérine, and its {fuitablenefs to all
the wants and withes of an 1MMoRTAL souL. He
then muft freely cry out,  Thisis the voice of
Gobp, and not of man.” Gobp has faid it, and
I will believe it. Lord, [ do believe this book
as copied from thy heart : O | Gop of truth, 1
fee its goodnefs ; I love its beauty ; and a whole
world of infidels fhall not weaken my affent, or
drive me from the rock of my falvation. This
leads us naturally to another facred difpofition of
the foul towards the holy Scriptures.

III. Estrem for the word of Gop, as moft
excellent in itfelf, and worthy of the higheft
regard, on account of its intrinfic dignity and
glory.

Let us never forget, that the Scriptures are
copied from the eternal nature and heart of Gop.
Whatever can excite efteem towards an objeét is
‘to be found in the holy Scriptures—the wifdom
and {ublimity of the difcoveries in this blefled
book—the holinefs of jts laws=~the goodnefs
and grace contained in the exceeding great and
precious promifes — the infallible truth of the
hiftorical narrations = the ftriking manner of
drawing charalters—the beauty and alluring
virtue of the beft examples, with the fulfilment
of all the prophecies, and the infallible affurance

Uu of
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of the cternal falvation of all who fly to Chritt
by faith. Thefe excellencies fhould produce and
cherifh in us the higheft efteem for this glorious
and godlike book : and if we farther obferve how
abundantly the Scriptures are ftocked with the
moft lively images and firiking figures, which
contain the higheft beauties and exprefs the paf-
fions in the moft moving language, furely we
muft fay this book is the chiefeft among ten
thoufand, and altogether lovely !

1V. Desire after the true knowledge of the
sense of Scripture, and ardent prayer for the
pofleffion of the infinite Goop contained in the
proMisEs, conftitute another difpofition of the
true chriftian,  What will it avail to give my
affent to the divine Infpiration of the Scriptures,
if I have no clear and faving knowledge of the
meaning of this revelation, and no enjoyment of
its bleflings !

True grace in the heart of a chriftian will
prompt him to fearch into the genuine fenfe of
every part of the word of Gop, efpecially the law
and gofpel, and the glorious predictions of the old
and new Teftament ; * and with equal ardour he
will defire to pofiefs a large meafure of the
bleflings contained in the promifes; which are
requifite to refine and ennoble our natures, to
luminate our underftandings, to regulate our

wills,
* Rules for underftanding the Scriptures will be given in Vol, II
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wills, to pacify our coniciences, to purge our
paflions, and to raife us by degrees into all the
dignity, perfection, and happinefs, that an im-

mortal foul can enjoy to eternity in the prefence
of Gopb.

‘The promifes are exceeding great and precious,
in every point of view ; whether we confider the
greatnefs and variety of the bleflings contained
in them—the manner in which they are expreffed
by the great and condefcending Gop-—the cer-
tainty of their fulfilment to all true believers—
and the happy effeéts and confequences of them
in the fouls of all real chriftians in the world.®

Every day we want a promife of an INTEREST
in a covenant Gop, to give us his love, his vital
prefence, his powerful protection, and bountiful
fupply of all our wants : fuch a promife we have
in Heb. viii. 6. I will be to them a Gop, Every
day I want an heart to kvow Gob: {fuch a pro-
mife we have in Jer. xxiv. 7. I will give them
an heart to know me, that I am Jehovah; and
they fhall return to me with their whole heart.
Every day I want a premife that I thall be enabled
to Love Gop : fuch a promife there is in Deut.
xxx. 6. 1 will circumcife thine heart to love the

Lorp

* See a rich and copious colleftion of the promifes, ramo. by the late
Dr. Samuel Clark, of St, Alban’s, His introduion is full of admirable
fenfe and wifdom,

Uuz2
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Lorp thy Gop with all thine heart, and with all
thy foul, that thou mayft live. Every day I
want a promife of the parpox of all my sins:
fuch a promife there is in Pf. cxxx. 4. There is
forgivenels with thee, that thou mayft be feared.
~—See Dr. Owen’s admirable and copious dif-
courfe on this verfe, in his Expofition of the
130th Pfalm. 8vo. Sold by Keith.——Note, All
thofe perfons who love gofpel pardon, with vital
holinefs, are {urely forgiven by Gop! Everyday I
want a promife of jusTiFicaTioN by the ricH-
trousness of CurisT: fuch a promife there is
in 1 Cor. i. 30. Of Gop he is made unto us
righteoufnefs. We are made the righteoufnefs
of Gop in him. 2 Cor. v. 21. Every day I
want a promife of a NEw HEART : fuch a promife
there is in Ezek. xxxvi. 26. A new heart will 1
give you, and a new {pirit I will put within you,
1 will take away the heart of ftone, (i. e. a ftub-
born will) and give you an heart of fleth, i.e. a
foft, fenfible, warm heart towards Gop and all
heavenly objefts. Note, A new heart implies
new apprehenfions of the illuftrious power and
grace of Chrift, his fitnefs to fave, his fulnefs to
fatisfy our wifhes, and his beauty to endear him-
felf to our fouls. It alfo implies new determina-
tions of the will and choice towards Chrift our
wifdom, as a prophet to remove our ignorance :
our righteoufnefs and redemption, as a prieft to

remove
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retnove our guilt and flavery : fanttification, as
our king to fubdue our ftubbornnefs, remove our
rebellion, and reftore the loft image of Goo’s
holinefs to our fouls. Every day I wanta pro-
mife of vicory over fin, and a power over the
vile inclinations, the polluted paffions, and vi-
cious taftes of my foul : fuch a promife there is
in Micah vii, 19. He will fubdue our iniquities.
Sin fhall not have dominion over you. Rom. vi.
14. Ye, through the fpirit, fhall mortify, i. e.
fupprefs and weaken the deeds, i. e. the impure
emotions of the body ; and thus ye fhall live, 1. e,
a life of fanctification and joy. Rom. viil. 13.
Every day I want to live above the {pirit and un-
lawful love of the world : fuch a promife there
is in John xvi. 33. Be of good cheer, I have
overcome the world. I am crucified to the
world, and the world is crucified to me by the
crofs of Chrift. Gal. vi. 14. Every day I want
sTRENGTH againft all the fraud and force of the
temptations of the devil: fucha promife there
is in 1 Cor.x. 13. No temptation hath taken
you, but fuch as is common to man; but Gop
is faithful, who will not fuffer you to be tempted,
and tryed, or put to the proof, above that ye
are able to bear ; but will, with the temptation,
make a way to efcape, that ye may be able to
bear it, The Lord knows how to deliver the
godly out of temptations, & Pet. i, 9. The

Gop
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Gob of peace will bruife Satan under your feet
fhortly, (en tachei) in a fhort time, or very
fpeedily. Rom. xvi. 20. We are not ignorant
of his devices. 2 Cor.i. 1:. Ye thall beable
to ftand againft the wiles, (methodeias) the me-
thods of the devil. Eph. vi. 11. Every day 1
defire to have a promife of wispom and PRrRU-
peNce from Gop, to direét me in every ftep of
my moral and religious conduét : fuch a promife
thereisin Jam. i. 5. If any man lack wifdom,
let him afk it of Gop, who giveth liberally, and
upbraideth not : he does not reproach us for our
paft foolithnefs, and numberlefs imprudencies :
he will not cut us to pieces with fharp words
but will give us wifdom with all the generofity
of a Gop. Every day I want a promife of being
the BETTER for EVERY THING that befalls me, and
of being the worst for o EvENT which happens
to me in the courfe of divine providence : fuch
a promife there is in Rom. viii. 28.  All things
work together for good to them that love Gob.
—See a glorious demonftration of this truth
in CHARNOCK On PROVIDENCE, 8vo. and in Fla-
vel on Providence, 12mo. and in the great and
good Fleming on the Fulfilment of the Scrip-
tures, part I.  12mo. and folio; with Fleming
verfified, 12mo. pr. 9d. Sold by Keith.—Every
day I want a promife of the fupply of all TEm-
PORAL BLESSINGS : fuch promifes abound all
5 through
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through the book of Gop. Verily thou fhait be
fed, Pf. xxxvil. 3. My Gop fhall {upply all
your need. DPhilip. iv. 19. All things fhail be
added to you. Matth. vi. 33. Do we want
henour ? ¥  Gop will bring us to honour, 1. e.
the efteem and veneration of men, while we
ftrenuoufly walk in the line of duty. Them that
honour me, I will honour; while thofe that def-
pife me fhall be lightly efteemed. 1 Sam. ii. 30.
Riches and honour are with me. Prov. viii. 18.
She, i. e. wifdom, fhall bring thee to honour,
when thou doft embrace her. Prov. iv. 8. If
any man ferve me, him will my father honour.
John xii. 26. Do we want riches? Gop will
egive us riches, 1. e. a competent fupply of food
and raiment, and a {atisfaction of mind with that
competency : this is true riches. Godlinefs hath
the promife of the life that now is, as well as of
that which 1s to come. 1 Tim. iv. 8. Ye are
of more value than many {parrows. Matth. x.
30, 31. If Gob fo clothe the grafs of the field,
fhall he not much more clothe you, O! ye of

little

* Howour isaftate of diftinction and dignity in the eft imation of Gop
{o as to be beyond the reach of juft difdain, and above the force of rational
and deferved fufpicion. True religious honour confifts in ftanding in the
moft honourable connexions with Chrift—in poffefling the moft worthy
difpofitions like Chrift—in exerting the moft honourable a&ions and
graces to the glory of Chrift—and in enjoying the honourable love and
approbation from the heart and langeage of Chrift, This honour in-
finitely tranfcends all the diftinétions, and titles, and empty bubbles, that

monarchs and worlds can beftow upon the proud and haughty fons eof
men.
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little faith ! Matth, vi. 3o. He that fpared nct
his own fon, will he not with him freely give us
all things ? Rom. viii. 32. Do we want health
and pleafure ? Gop has promifed, that the ways
of Chrift fhall be health to our fleth and marrow
to our bones: his ways are ways of pleafantnefs,
and all his paths are peace. Prov. iii. 8177~
See Henry’s admirable book on the Pleafures of
vital Religion, 12mo.~—Do we want the ftrong
confolations of Gop under all the troubles and
diftrefles of life ? fuch promifes we have in rich
abundance in Pf. xci. I will be with him in
trouble, T will deliver him and honeur him.,
Call upon me in the day of trouble; I will de-
liver thee, and thou fhalt honour me. Pf 1. 13,
I will ftrengthen them in the Lord. Zech. x. 12.
Do we want {anétified aflictions ? and the prefence
of Chrift in all our forrows ? fuch fweet affurances
of his prefence we have in Ifai. Ixiii. 9. In all
their affli¢tion he was afflicted, the meflfenger of
his prefence faved them: in his love and in his
pity he redeemed them, and bare them all the
days of old. We have not an high prieft which
cannot be touched with the feeling of our in-
firmities : he is a merciful and faithful high
prieft. Heb.ii. 14. Itis really aftonifhing to ob-
ferve how richly Chrift has provided ail poffible
{fupports under the troubles of life, and has
fecured to the believer the glorious fanctification

of
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of all kinds of affli¢tion, fo that all things fhall
work together for good. Every day we want
the afliftance of Gob in our duties, conflits, and
trials : fuch a promife there is in Rom. viii. 26,
The Spirit himfelf helpeth our weakneffes : fuch
a promife there is in John xiv. 26. The Spirit
of Gop, the comforter, thall teach you all things,
and bring all things to your remembrance. I
will pour out the {pirit of grace and fupplication.
Zech. xi11. 10.  Ye, through the Spirit, do mor-
tify the irregular and impure defires and actions
of the body. Rom. vii. 13. Every day we
want a promife of perfeverance in grace : fuch a
promife there i1s in John x. 28. My fheep fhall
never perith., Who fthall feparate us from the
love of Gop ? Rom. viii. 35. I will never turn
away from them, to do them good ; and I will
put my fear in their hearts, that they fhall not
depart from me. Jer. xxxii. 40. This Gop is
our Gop for ever and ever, Pf. xlviii. 14. Be-
caufe I live, ye fhall live alfo. John xiv. 19.

V. BENEVOLENCE, DELIGHT, and GLORY in the
holy Scriptures, are a rich and precious difpofition
of the true chriftian towards them,

BensvorLeNnce confiders an object as worthy to
receive good, or as deferving our beft affetion.
Every true chriftian feels an hearty good will to
the holy Scriptures. We have the fenfation of

good will to an objet, when we confider that
X x objeck
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object as capable of receiving good, and worthy
of that goad, and of being made happy by the
communication of good. Now, in {trict propriety
of thought, living and intelligent agents are
the ufual and the firft objelts of benevolence
and, properly fpeaking, we cannot be faid to
have fuch a benevolence towards the Scriptures,
as to communicate any thing towards their hap-
pinefs, becaufe happinefs belongs to living and
intelligent beings. But any thing may be faid
to be the obje&t of benevolence, or good will,
when we wifh it to prevail and profper; when
we defire it may be refpected and loved by man-
kind: and in this fenfe all true believers have
the higheft benevolence towards the precious and
immortal book of Gop: they with it may be
made confpicuous and honcurable in the world :
they with it may prevail and profper in the
churches of Chrift: that the word of the Lord
may have a free courfe, and may run and be
glorified. 2 Thefl iii. 1. They love to hear and
fee converted finners glorify the word of the
Lord. It gives them high pleafure to have it
faid, as in Aéts xil. 24. "The word of Gop grew
and multiplied.

DrricHT In the Law and GosPeL is a moft
glorious and effential property of the true chrif-
tian temper.

I delight in the law of Gobp after the inward
mati,
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man., Rom. vii. 22. His delight 1s in the law
of the Lord, and in his law doth he meditate
day and nightz Pf. i. 2. Unlefs thy law had
been my delight I fhould have perithed in my
afliGtion. Pf. cxix. 9g2. O! how love I thy
law: it is my meditation all the day. Ver. 97.

Delight is a mixture of love and joy in an
object that appears beautiful and good, that is
nicely adapted to our tafte, and fuited to pro-
mote our happinefs, The new and holy nature
of a chriftian is a quality or fitnefs to converfe
with all the wonderous difcoveries of the word of
Gop: and it may be fet down as an ETERNAL
axiom in practical religion, ““ That a real believer
never has a greater love to the gofpel of Chrift
than he hath to the law of Gop.” He loves the
law of Gob, as it is the copy of the divine holi-
nefs : as it is fulfilled by Chrift in the finner’s
room, for his juftification: and as it is 2 rule of
our obedience and loyalty in the hands of Chrift,
our king. That man who loves the gofpel,
equally loves the law in thofe three views of 1t:
and he that loves not the law, moft certainly
loves not the gofpel, but is a real, rank antino-
mian in the fight of Gop.

The law of Gop bears fuch an impreffion of
the wifdom, goodnefs, holinefs, majelty, domi-
nion, juftice, truth, and beauty of Gop, as muft
needs be exceedingly agreeable to every regene-

Xx 2 rate
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rate foul in the world, Thy word is very pure,
therefore thy fervant loveth it. P{ cxix. 140 —
This pfalm is the anatomy of the real chriftian’s
heart : ’tis the fineft piece of ExPERIMENTAL
DIVINITY that ever was written : it lays open the
various heavenly emotions, paffions, and taftes
of the believer’s foul towards the word of Gop ;
and is moft richly adapted to our daily ufe, to
aflit us in meditation, and in felf-examination
into our heart and frame towards Gop and Chrift.
I cannot wifh my dear reader a greater happinefs,
than that he may feel every hour the fame high
relith for the Scriptures of Gop, which the
pfalmift felt and tafted in all the courfe of years®
which he fpent in penning this admirable pfalm.

>Tis this delight in the word of Gop which
diftingnifhes a true chriftian from all the hypo-
crites in the world. INo hypocrite ever did, or
ever will (whilft in that character) delight in
the holy law, and the holy gofpel of Gop. None
but renewed fouls have an hearty approbation of
the vaft extent and purity of the divine law, and
a cordial delight 1n the grand and holy defign of
the glorious gofpel. The believer delights in
the difcoveries of the gofpel, becaufe they won-
derfully improve his underftanding; and he
delights in the privileges and bleflings of the
gofpel,

* It is very probable that this pfalm was more than twenty years in

finifhing, and may properly enough be ftiled a Cory of the BELIEVER'S
Diary,
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gofpel, becaufe they fatisfy the will with good,
comfort the conicience, and cheer the heart,
Dericurt 1s called the great masTer BEE in the
hive of human paffions, whofe tone and motions
govern and guide all the reft. Andin the gofpel
of Chrift we have every grand, new, and beauriful
difcovery to pleaie and enrich the human mind :
we have the moft abundant good to refreth and
delight all our powers. Yea, we may advance
higher (till, and affirm, that the Scriptures afford
matter of the higheft glory to true chriftians.

GrorvInG is the oppofite to thame ; and as
fhame is a mixture of forrow and felf-love, at-
tended with felf-contempt; fo glorying is a
mixture of joy and felf-love, with an high de-
gree of felf-approbation, arifing from our intereft
in an infinite good, and our vital union with the
orandeft perfonage in the univerfe. I glory in
an union of heart with Gop~—an union with the
eternal nature, will, and affections of Gop. 1
glory in the rich and precious privilege of adop-
tion into Gob’s family, which is a greater honour
than to be the higheft angel in heaven. I glory
in all the exceeding great and precious promiles,
{ealed by the blood of Chrift, and ratified with
the oath of Gop, who cannot lie; who cannot
perjure himfelf or take his own name in vain by
a falfe oath. I glory in the eternal Spirit of Gop :
I rejoice in his omniprefence, and his vital agency

3 in
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in the fouls of all true chitftians: we may love
ourfelves, and rejoice in our own exiftence as far
as we have good ground to hope we are the {ub-
je&s of his facred agency, ard the tempies of his
holy majefty : his prefence felt in the foul is the
moft glorious fpring of the brighteft holinefs, the
richeft fource of motives to the pureft moerals,
and the moft dignified converfation. I glory in
a fpecial providence, revealed in the Scriptures,
as infpecting, guiding, and {miiing on 2ll the
affairs of every real chriftian in the world, 1
glory in the profpect of eternal life beyond the
grave, and of viCtory over death in my paflage
to that life of holinefs and happinefs.

VI. Gratrrupzs to Gop fora pIvINE REVELA-
tion 1s another afletion which is effential to the
true chriftian, Gratitude 1s a mixture of com-
placency and benevolence: it arifes from a deep
and powerful fenfe of good, freely and inten-
tionally beftowed on ws by a kind and generous
benefaftor, who was not indebted to us, or under
any natural necefliiy to communicate GGOD to
us: and our gratitude is mightily increafed, if
we are conicious of our unworthinefs to receive
benefits, and if we know that we have been very
guilty and provoking to'the perfon who beftows
favours upon us.

Now, if ever there was a call for gratitude in
its highelt exertion, from the pooreft man to the

richeft
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richeft benefaltoi—irom a rebellious fubje&t to
a forgiving monarch—irom a returning prodigal
to a compaflionate father—from a refcued captive
to a powerful redeemer ; furely much mare is
gratitude due from us to our benefattor, father,
and friend ; who has beftowed upon us the un-
fpeakable gift of a divine revelation,

We owe eternal GRATITUDE to Gop the Fa-
toER : that he fhould of his meer good will,
from everlafting, refolve to give fuch worthlefs
and provoking enemies a divine revelation.
Surely his good will could not be excited by any
thing forefeen in us as matter of worth and ex-
cellence.  We could nat purchafe his good will,
it muft be intirely unsoucsT : we could not con-
ftrain or urge him to give us a Bible, it muft be
vnrorcep : we did not earneftly implore him to
give us a revelation; no, we never prayed for it
for one moment; it was entirely UNSOUGHT : we
did every thing to proveke him to fhut us up in
eternal darknefs: we tried a thoufand ways to
put out the glimmering {parks of the light of
nature, and therefore a divine revelation was moft
certainly uNDESERVED. And, therefore, if we fet
ourfelves to think of the fupreme original caufe
of a revelation, we can afcribe it to nothing but
the pure, intenfe, and infinite good will of Gop:
and when we have ftudied ten thoufand years,
yea, millions of ages, we muft ftill affign the

iame
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fame caufe of fuch an unexpected and unfpeak-
able blefling. O the depth of the riches of
the fovereign grace of Gop! What fhall we
render to Gop for this unutterable benefit ?

GraTiTUuDpE to Gop the Son; who has con-
veyed a divine revelation to us in the ftreams of
his precious blood. We never mean to affert,
that Chrift’s obedience and death caufed a will
in Gob to give us the gofpel : no, this was im-
poflible. On the contrary, we maintain this as a
grand truth, that Gop’s love gave Chrift, or was
the caufe of his incarnation, fufferings, and death :
and, therefore, grace in Gobo is the fovereign
{pring of our whole falvation.*

But grace in God the Father, and infinite worth
in the obedience and death of Chrift, are not op-
pofites ; as Chrift’s righteoufnefs and [ufferings
did not caufe a will in Gop to fave us, {o Gobp’s
will to fave us did not in the leaft add any worth
to the obedience and fatisfaction of Chrift, This
arofe intirely from the infinite dignity of his per-
fon, and the intrinfic worth and excellence of that
righteoufnefs and death, confidered as a proper
price of redemption, a facrifice for fin, and a
tull {atisfattion to divine juftice: confequently,
in the eye of holinefs, juftice, and truth, the

Bible

* The RE16N of GrRACE in every part of our {alvation, from its firft
rife to its confummation in glory, is treated with great judgment and
firength of thought, and in mafculine language, by the Reverend M,
Abraham Booth, 3vo,
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Bible is now become our portion and rightful
property through the blood of Chrift: and this
thought muft enhance the worth of the Scriptures
in our efteem, and endear the book of Gop to
our fouls beyond all conception. Therefore,
every time I take the Bible into my hand, it
ought to be with this moft grateful refleétion :
“ this is the only book in the world that is
bought for me with the death of Chrift, and
comes down to my bofom and foul in the ftreams
of ImmanvuEL’s blood : and as without fhedding
of blood there is no remiffion, fo without the
fhedding of Chrift’s blood I fhould have had ~no
Biere.” O chriftians, with what adoring grati-
tude ought you to receive and improve this
precious, this blood-bought revelation !

Hail, O! Chrift Jefus! true and eternal Gobp ;
true and holy man ; we love thee; we adore thee ;
we carry our moft flaming gratitude to the foot-
{tool of thy throne ; we lay our fouls at thy feet !
we owe thee eternal unbounded thankfgivings and
praifes, for the purchafe and gift of a revelation
of thy perfetions, thine offices, and thy grace.
Here we have an immortal volume which, under
the agency of thy Spirit, will remove all our
plagues=—={catter all our doubts and fears—level
all mountains of oppofition in the way to heaven
~—confound and demolifh all our enemies—and
fult all eur nobleft powers and affeftions. In

Yy this
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this revelation we fee our plague of darknefs and
ignorance removed by light—our plague of guilt
removed by a divine and infinite fatisfaction=—
our plague of corruption, filth, and rebellion,
removed by fantifying grace. Our doubts and
fears are all fcattered : we fee thee able to fave
to the uttermoft : we fee thee as willing and re-
folved to fave as thou art able: and we fee thee
fworn into thine office as a faviour, and {ealed by
Gonp the father, to fave millions of fouls in every
age to the end of the world. Wefee, in the light
of thy revelation, all mountains of oppofition
levelled into a beautiful plain : holinefs, which
{wore that filthy finners fhould never approach
the pure nature of Gop, is now our reconciled
friend : juftice, which folemnly determined that
guilty finners fhould be damned for ever, is now
become our guardian: and the deepeft depths
of Gop’s unfathomable heart, which were 1m-
penetrable and unknown to men and angels, are
now made known, to our aftonithment and de-
light, By thy revelation, O ! Lorp JEsus, the
charges againft us are all anfwered—the plots
laid to ruin us are all unravelled=——the powers
of fin and hell, which we could never refift, are
all confounded and brought to nought. Our
underftandings are filled with glorious light, our
wills are fatiated with the richelt good, our

paflions are refined from dregs and pollution,
and



