CONTEMPLATION

ON THE

EXISTENCE anp PERFECTIONS or GOD.

As demonftrated from views of MEER MATTER—
the sun—the pLANETS—the MOON—COMETS—
FIXED STARS—theé AIR—WATER-—OUI EARTH,
and i1ts 1nternal FURNITURE—VEGETABLES—
ANIMALS 1In general——BIRDS —FISHES—INSECTS
—REPTILES, efpecially seRPENTS—the NATURE
and rorm of maw, including the wonderful
sTRUCTURE of the mumax Bopv, and the
amazing powEiRs and AFFEcTIONS of the HU-
MAN SOUL-—NATURAL AFFECTIONS and DUTIES

to GOD, as the parexT of the UNIVERSE, In
feven INSTANCES.

A RerpresenTaTiOoN of GOD.
OD is a {piritual being, the firft caufe of all
things.

Gonp is infinite being and goodnefs, in a nature
that underftands and fubfifts of itfelf.

Gop is infinite goodnefs, eternally fatisfied with
the perfe&t love and knowledge of himfelf, and
takinga complacency in himfelf by internal actings.

Yor. L. A This
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'This gives us the true idea and notion of the
divine nature, antecedent to the creation of the
world.

Gob 1s a fpiritual being, endued with abfolute
and univerfal dominion.

Gob 1s the fupreme and perfect being, upon
whom the exiftence and powers of all other beings
originally and conftantly depend.

Gop is that being, without whom, fuch a
frame or conftitution of the world, fuch a mag-

nificent ftructure could not be for one moment.

Gop 1is the creator of all things, the firlt and
the eternal being, the greateft, the wifeft, and
the beft of beings, the fovereign Lorp and dif-
pofer of all his works. The righteous governor
of his intellectual creatures, and the only proper
objeét of their worfhip. Dr. WarTTs.

We have already obferved in the introdu&ion,
that the idea of exiftence and the idea of Gop
do not {o foon appear connelted as the idea of
exiftence in general, and the idea of our own be-
Ing; or {o readily as we perceive the agreement
of fome objects with other obje&s around us.

But the being of Gop will admit of proof;
and it demands proof by the reafon that Gop has
given us: he has fo formed our minds, as to ftir
up our diligence, and prevent lazinefs: ’tis a

ftriking
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ftriking inftance of the wifdom of God, in fram-
ing our fouls in fuch a manner, as that we are
obliged to ufe our reafon to difcern the Gop that
made us: and we cannot poflibly approach to
intire intuition, in eur knowledge of Gop, in
the prefent ftate of our embodied fpirits.

The moft fimple and eafy method of proof,
with refpet to the exiftence of Gob, is by
making ufe of ideas, drawn from all the vifible
objedts in the creation; the agreement of which
ideas, with the idea of a wife, powerful, good
being, is inftantly and unavoidably feen by the

mind in the whole procefs of its operations and
reafonings.

I earneftly with to have my young reader ftop
here, and well digeft thefe preliminary thoughts;
he will then go on with pleafure and delight

through the following eafy demonftration of the
exiftence of a Gob.

Demonftration is a regular procedure of the
human underftanding : it confifts in beginning
with one idea of your fubje&, and then joining
a {econd idea of the {fame kind with the firft, and

a third to the fecond; and fo on in a clear con-
nexion.

Thus, in demonftrating the exiftence of Gob,
which is not known to the human mind by intuitive
eafe, but requires a ftep beyond intuition,—we

A2 make
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make ufe of ideas, taken from the parts of the
vifible creaticn, whofe agreement with the idea
of Gop is inftantly {een by the mind in every ftep
of the demonftration.

Thus, the ideas we have of the fun, the moon,
the planets, the comets, the air, fire, earth and
feas, the plants, animals, and the ftructure and
powers of man, inftantly agrec with our idea of
a Gop, as a firft caufe of all; poffelt of infinite
underftanding and power: and it 1s impoflible
for the mind to aét as a rational agent, without
perceiving the agreement of thefe productions in
creation with the idea of a Gou.

And this 1s the method which the human mind
purfues in all demonftrations of any truth what-
foever ; but our prefent defign is only to demon-
ftrate the exiftence of Gob.

Any man of common fenfe, and common ho-
nefty, may obferve, that, in evincing the being
of a Gop, we proceed, by fhort fteps of the un-
derftanding, from 1deas of the creatures to an
idea of a Gop, the intelligent and powerful caufe
of thofe creatures: from thoughts of the vifible
world, to a rational thought of Gop, the author
of that world, in proper words, and in a clear
connexion of ideas, till you come to a fatisfying
conclufion, concerning the being of a Gob;
which conclufion fhall appear as evident to the

| mind
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mind as the firft idea with which you fet out :
and the whole chain of 1deas fhall appear to the
eye of the underftanding to be clearly and clofely
connected, and give yourfoul that keen impreffion
of truth, and ftrike the mind with that evidence
and force, which 1s called conviétion. And as rea-
fon 1s only employed about demonftrable truths,
fo our common fenfe, or intuitive perceptions, are
the ultimate and {ure foundation on which all our
reafoning firmly and eternally reits*,

Let

* Our idea of exiftence, and our idea of a Gop, donot appear at firft
fight fo conneted as the idea of exiftence, and the idea of our own being;
befides thefe two ideas, of exiftence and of ourfelves, are feen by intuition,
and appear fo connetted, that we eannot feparate them; we cannot poflibly
deny their agreement, nor can we make them plziner by any third idea.

And thus it is withall axioms or felf-evident truths---fuch are thefe, the
whole is greater than a part. If to equal things be added equals, the fums
are equal. If from equal things be taken away equals, the remainder will
be equal.---But the exiftence of a God, the grand firft intelligent caufe of
all things, will admit of proef by reafoning; that is, by making ufe of
otherideas, whofe agreement with the-idea of Gop is inftantly feen by the
mind; and it cannot be otherwife ; when the foul compares thefe third
ideas with the idea of exiftence and the idea of a Gop, it muit fee the
cennexion,

Every honeft free-thinker will make ufe of his under(tanding todifcern
the exiftence and perfe&ions of Gob : he will ufe thofe third ideas, that
will enable him to fee the agreement between the idea of exiftence and the
idea of a firft caufe, which we call Gop : he will call in to his mind the
ideas of the heavens, the earth and feas, the plants and animals : he will
call in to his aid the intuitive perceptions he has of his own body and
foul, with their various and wonderful operaticns : and from all thefe ideas
he will be powerfully convinced of the exiftence of a wife, good, and al-
mighty Gop ; on whom we ourfelves, and all worlds, depend.

An athieft is not an honeft enquirer after truth: he is a wretch of a
fickly and vitiated underftanding ; he will not make ufe of thofe ideas of

the vifible creation which are in his mind to enable him to difcern the being
of a Gobp,
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Let us now proceed, my dear reader, to take
a walk through this grand temple of univerfal
nature ; and, in every ftep of our progrefs, with
wonder and devotion contemplate the great
original parent and caufe of all things.

A prmoxsTrRATION of the ExisTENCE of GOD.

There 1s a Gop, a fupreme and moft perfect
being, and the fountain of being and perfe&ion
to the univerfe.

That there is a Gop, all nature cries aloud
through all her works.

I. The mere exisTenck of maTTER fhews the
exisTENCE of GO D.

All matter is paffive and dead, totally void of
motion, utterly incapable of beginning the leaft
motion. Who atuates matter? Who is the
beginner of motion? Who caufes attraction in
very near diftances? Who gives the power of re-
pulfion whenbodies exceed certain diftances? Who
caufes repulfion to begin where attraction ends?
‘What is the caufe of innumerable claffes of con-
fiftent hard bodies? Who has made a variety of
elaftic bodies? What is the caufe of the conftant
and inceflant ation of an attracting power, quite
through the creation to the centres of the planets?
And how is it that this attractive power doth not
a¢t like a mechanical power, by contadt, nor ac-

cording
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cording to the quantity of furface, but according
to the folid contents of the attracting bodies?
How if the mutual attraction and gravitation of
all bodies in the univerfe was to ceafe for one
hour, what would become of the world? Where
would be the globe of the earth? Where would
be the planetary worlds? Where would be the
mountains, the feas, and the buildings of men?
What would become of all the cities and king-
doms of the earth? Would you not fee all the
frame of nature diffolved, and the heavens and
earth in one tremendous ruin ?

II. Do not the uses of the Sun demonftrate
a GOD?

Who gave it fuch a prodigious magnitude ?
How came it into 1its fituation in our fyftem?
Who made the matter of the fun’s body, of fuch
a fort, as to caufe the moft pure and intenfe heat ?
Who made it a hundred times larger in diameter
than our globe ? 'Who made it the grand fountain
of light and heat to the whole world of planets,
animals, metals, and men? Who adjufted its
diftance to fuch a nicety, as to an{wer the nobleft
ends and ufes? O man! would not your heart’s
blood freeze if the fun were farther diftant? Would
not your blood boil in your veins, and your fkin be
{corched to parchment, were the fun nearer to our
world, or if it made a nearer approach to man?

How
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How comes the fun to go fo many degrees north
beyond the equator in the fummer? and {o exaétly
proceed as far to the fouth in the winter? Who
gave him this oblique motion to our globe? Who
caufes his daily courfe round the world?* and his
yearly circuit in {fo regular an orbit, as to come
round to the fame place again in 365 days?

III. The pLaNETARY WORLDS fupply convincing
PROOTS of INFINITE and ETERNAL POWER.

Who made the parts of the planets, i. e. land
and water . 'Who made the atmofpheres of the
planets? Who gave the planets their figure and
form? Isnotaglobethe moft commodious? Would
not a large plain, or a {quare in our earth, or,
the planets, ruin the whole {fyftem? Doth not the
{pherical or round figure refult from the equal and
uniform attraction of gravity? Is not the leaft
planet above two thoufand miles in diameter? Is
not the largeft planet fourfcore theufand in dia-
meter? Are not the ten moons in our {yftem the
effe&t of infinite wifdom ? Is not the number of
the planets thefruit of perfect defign? What think
you of the direction of their motion all from weft
to eaft ? Do you imagine that their diurnal rota-
tion round their axes follows from their annual ?
No, not at all. Is not the oblique pofition of
their axes moft excellently fuited to the variety of

{feafons? Can you behold the different and oppolite
forces,

% Sir Ifaac Newton weuld fpeak in this manner in common converiation,
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forces, originally imprefled, and perpetually in
action, and not fee a Gop? Can you confider
the wife and perfet adjuftment of thefe two forces,
fo as to produce the circular motion of thefe
bodies, and not fall down and adore their glorious
author ?

1V. The pocTrINE of the Moons is a copious

SOURCE of ARGUMENTS, to demonftrate an all-
perfect GO D.

Is it not delightful to obferve, how thefe fe-
condary planets revolve about the primary ones,
by the very fame laws that govern thofe prima-
ries? Is not the magnitude of the moons fitted
to their ufe and office; and their diftances from
their primaries adjufted with the moft perfe&
fkill 7 Are not their laws of projeftile and cen-
tripetal force, precifely the {ame as thofe of the
fuperior planets? How great are their ufes!
How various the ends of our moon, to agitate
the watry world; and to produce the moft
wonderous and ufeful motions, the flux and re-
flux of the feas, called the tides; with a thoufand
various ufes befides! Do not you think that
fome of the moons of Saturn and Jupiter are
bigger than our earth? And none are much lefs
than Mercury and Mars. Are thefe the produc-
tions of chance and blind fortune, or the effects
of fate and neceffity ? Are they not rather the

You. 1. B productions
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produftions of infinite wifdom, power, and
goodnefs

V. The ComeTs lay open to our virw amazing
sceNEs of the omnIroTENCE of GO D.

What 1s the fubftance of which thefe bodies
confift ? Is it not of a fingular nature? Do not
you fee it fo fixed as never to be confumed? and
yet fo volatile as to emit millions of rays of fire
to your fight. What is the power by which thefe
bodies are moved? Who imprefled upon them their
projectile force 2 Who gave them their elliptical
orbits? Who made thofe ellipfes fo various in
their kinds and diftances ? Is not the velocity of
their motions furprifingly various ? Are not their
motions when near the fun four hundred millions
of times {wifter than when fartheft diftant from
the fun? Who made fuch a number of comets
(above forty)? How came they to have fuch
different periods? Why is one no more than
feventy-five years, whilft others are near five
hundred years in performing their revolutions ?
What is the reafon that they move in fuch
different direCtions with refpe&t to one another,
and to the planets; whilft all the planets and

fatellites move from weft to eaft in their periodi-
cal revolutions ?

VI. The
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V1. The rixep STars are innumerable pEMon-
straTIONS of a GOD.

Are not all the fixed ftars real {uns and centres
of worlds? Do they not enlighten and warm
fyftems of planets, that revolve around thefe
central fires? What is the fun in our world but
a point, when compared with the vaft extent of
the cometary field, and the ftarry heavens ? Sup-
pofe our fun was removed to ten times the dif-
tance from us, would it not appear a hundred
times lefs? Does not the diftance even of the
neareft fixed ftar, Syrius, exceed the power of
calculation ? Suppofe found to move at the rate
of velocity of feven millions of miles per annum,
when would it reach the neareft fixed ftar? Are
not two things abfolutely neceflary to render the
fixed ftars in the leaft degree vifible to us? Is
not a vaft and prodigious bulk neceflary ? Is not
a pure intenfe fire and innate light effentially
needful to give us the leaft fight of thefe im-
menfely diftant worlds? Who fixed their dif-
tance? Who gave us faculties to view thefe
remote glories of the fkies?

VII. The Atmospuere or AIrR is a fruitful

SOURCE of DEMONSTRATION of a glorious
CREATOR.

Is not the air the great mean of vegetable
life? Would not all trees, plants, and herbs
B2 die
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die without air? Do you not find, that the air is
the grand bafis and food of all animal life?
What bird, beaft, or fith, could live a few hours
without air? Air contains the nourifhment and
vital fpirit for all living creatures. O atheift!
thou canit not live an hour without air! Feel
thy dependence on Gop and his creatures. Is not
the air the grand medium of light? How could
the fun’s rays be tempered fuitably, and tranf-
mitted to us agreeably without air? The heat
would be too intenfe upon us without air. Is
not the air the grand feed-plot of thunders, the
fuel of lightnings, and the mean of their appear-
ance ! How furprifing is the elafticity of the
air! How amazing the {pringinefs of its texture !
What a noble and proper medium of found ! All
the fweet and melodious founds of mufic would
be loft to us without air. Could there be any
rains or dews without air? No clouds could
exift without air, No fnows or frofts without
air. Do not the winds purge the air, and pre-
vent ftagnation, putrefattion, and death? Is
not the air furnifhed with pure fubtle particles,
which are the vital {pirit and balm of our blood,
and feed the flame of all animal life ?

VIII. The FreMmenT of WaTer evidences the
utmoit wispoM and DESIGN.

Here final caufes pour in upon us from every
quarter, refiftlefs as the tides of the ocean; and
bear



L 13 ]

bear down all atheiftical impudence with an
irrefiftible torrent! Are not the fluid particles
exactly {uited to their ufe and ends? Does not
this fluidity of water render it a moft proper
element for whales and minnows; with all the in-
termediate fizes and fpecies of fith? Is not the
ocean the glorious bafis of navigation, and the
grand mean of commerce and trade for all the
nations of the globe? Is not the fea the univerfal
ciftern for rains, the grand and inexhauftible re-
fervoir for rivers, fprings, and pools of water ?
Does not the vaft world of waters furnith the
principal nourifhment of all the tribes of plants
and animals in the world? Do we not find in
the feas an aftonithing variety of curious and
beautiful vegetables, perhaps richer than any
upon land ? Marine produétions, efpecially co-
rals, are ftriking inftances of the immenfe riches
of creating wifdom and goodnefs.

IX. The GrozE of our EarTH, in all its PARTsS,
proclaims an infinite, powerful, and glorious

GOD.

View all its external parts. What think you
of its lofty mountains; its towering hills; its
humble vallies? See how the rocks ferve for
iprings ! the vallies for fruitfulnefs and pafturage!
How various the moulds and beds of earth | How
are the feveral foils fuited to all the purpofes of

vegetation ?
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vegetation? Is not the furface of the globe the
grand bafis of hufbandry, and all forts of precious
grain? Is it not the ground-work of all garden-
ing, plants, fruits, and flowers ? Does not the
face of fome parts of the globe ferve for good
manure to produce fruitfulnefs in others? Is not
our earth the grand mother of all our foods and
all our beauteous flowers? Survey the internal
parts of our earthly ball: what various quarries
of ftone for buildings of all kinds, from the
meaneft cottage to the grandeft ftruture ! what
beds of coals for our fires ! what veins of all forts
of minerals | what various ores for metals ! what
ftores of lead! what beds of iron! and what im-
menfe treafures of filver and gold, which ferve us
for monies for commerce, and all the ufes of civil
and animal life! and what variety of precious
ftones of various colours and amazing brilliancy !
above all, what beneficence 1n Gop to furnifh us
with that ineftimable jewel, the Magnet, or
Loadftone; which excels, in point of worth
and ufefulnefs, all the precious ftones in the
whole creation !

X. The whole viceTaBLE WorLD demonftrates
a GOD.

What an amazing number of kinds! Are there
not above fixteen thoufand {pecies of vegetables ?

What do you think of the ftructure of a plant?
Do
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Do you not fee the wifdom of a Deity in the
make of a vegetable? How beautiful is the
growth of all vegetables, according to the laws
of nature on fluids ! how curious the parts, the
leaves, the flowers, the fruit, the feed! How do
the virtues of vegetables, for food and medicine,
proclaim the exquifite wifdom and beneficence of
the adorable Creator !

XI. Animats, or animated MATTER, fupply moft
amazing Proors of a GO D,

The ftructure of animals is more complete than
that of vegetables. Is not the growth of all anj-
mals an effet fuperior to that of vegetables?
Does not animal life depend on freth food, as
well as on air and water? Is not animal growth the
effet of a proper digeftion, and a regular dif-
tribution of the nutritious parricles to every part ?
How {uitable are the provifions for every kind of
animals ! How nicely and well adjufted their
apparatus to receive and digeft their food? See
the mouth to receive! the teeth to chew! the
tongue to affift in chewing! the gullet to tranf-
mit to the bowels! the ftomach to digeft! the
inteftines to ftrain off, by means of the ladeals !
mark the progrefs of the chyle into the blood !
fee the colour and texture of this grand ftream of
life! how delicate the fyftem of the nerves for
feeling! how divine the firuGure of the eyes !

how
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how accurately formed are the ears for found!
how exact the noftrils! and what a rich filver
cord is the fpinal marrow! Is not the prone
pofture of quadrupeds the mott fuited to their
food and manner of life ! Is not their motion on
all four admirable? Are not the forms of their
bodies amazingly various? Yet, is not every
different {pecies beautiful in its kind ? See the
various cloathing of animals! Are they not
fuited to their dwellings and ftations in the
creation? Is not their natural armature truly
expreflive of wife defign and perfect contrivance
in its almighty author? Obferve their grand
governing principle, which directs and animates
all their motions and purfuits! Is not the fu-
preme law of inftinct a more uniform and infal-
lible guide to beafts, than reafon to man? Who
has impreffed this law on all animals, and taught
them to purfue invariably, and attain their ends
and the perfection of their being, without fore-
thought or defign ¢ Who, but a Gob, can dire&
thefe creatures to attain their proper end without
any rational knowledge or intention?

XI1I. The nature of Birps furnithes irrefiftible
ARGUMENTS of the wispom of GOD.

View their heads; how adapted for flying!
admire their various beaks and eyes! What do
you think of their manner of motion ? What do

you

v
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you judge of their power of flying through the
air 2 Are not the variety of their movements in
the atmofphere wonderful 2 How well fitted are
their wings and mufcles for flight, and how fuited
are their claws to {eize their prey, or defend their
lives ! what art in their neft! what beauty in their
eggs ! how patient and conftant in hatching their
young ! how ftrong and violent their natural love
to their offspring ! how beautiful and grand are
their plumage or feathers! how {urprifing are

their journies or travels, for thoufands of miles,
without chart or compafs !

XIII. The nature of Frsues is a manifold pz-

MONSTRATION of a GOD.

Confider their habitation, the larger and the
lefler waters. Is not the watry world fuited to
their nature and genius, and their conftitution
and capacity admirably adapted to the fluid ele-
ment? Is not the aétion of {wimming wonder-
ful ¢ Are they not provided with a proper
apparatus for fwimming ? Do you not obferve
how their bodies, their heads, their fins, their
bladders, are all fuited to this purpofe? How
keen and quick 1s their fight! Does not this
fupply their want of ears? Are they not totally
deftitute of ears and lungs? But do not their
quick eyes fupply their want of ears? and do not
their gills fully {fupply their want of lungs ? How

Vor. L. C. admirably
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admirably contrived are thefe gills, by which they
live and breathe! how delicate their covering!
what exquifite art and beauty in the texture and
colour of their fcales! how free their motions !
how nimbly they cut the water ! and how fitly are
many clafles furnifhed with arms for defence!
what an amazing beauty in the fhell fith! what
an endlefs variety in the forms! what garniture!
what brilliancy and profufion of ornament on
their thells! what amazing curlofity and neat-
nefs of work! and what a fhining proof of the
exuberant goodnefs and artifice of Gop'!

XIV. The vature of Insects furnifhes a prolix

and pathetic LecTurE on GOD.

Is not the infe¢t weorld a peculiar and
amazing part of the creation? How numerous
are the fpecies! The moft numerous clafs of
all the animal world, Ray thinks 20,000 kinds.
He found near 200 kinds near Braintree, in Effex.
And how various their manner of life! how
curious the fhape of their bodies! how great the
number of their parts! what furprifing minute-
nefs ! and how delicate the finery of their drefs!
what glowing colours! what curious carving'!
what rich embroidery! what nice enamelling !
what {plendor of gold and filver! what diamonds,
pearls, and all manner of precious ftones, garnifh
their cloathing! what {carlet, blue, green, yellow,

violet,
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violet, of the richeft dyes! here is fcarlet in grain,
fky-blue, Saxon-green, and every other colour
and ornament! What lady’s drefs, what mo-
narch’s robe, can compare with the beauties of an
infe& ? How keen their fenfations ! how piercing
their fagacity ! how fwift their motions! how
quick the wvibrations of their wings! what
amazing transformations do they undergo! fee
their egg ! the worm or maggot produced! their
ftate of inaction or feeming death in an enamelled
cafe! How rich are the cloaths of an infeét-fly
in it’s glory and perfeftion ! what an affemblage
of jewels are ftudded on the back and wings!
what an aftonithing profufion of ornaments!
gold, and pearls, azure, green, and vermillion,
of the richeft dyes! Do they not outvie the

grandeft lady, or the richeft monarch in the
world ¢

XV. RerriLes and Scrrexts demonftrate the
all-wife GO D.

Are not their forms various ? Is not the motion
of fome kinds by legs and feet? of others by feet
without legs ? Do not others creep in a worm-
like manner, without legs or feet? Are not the
movements of the Centipee, or hundred feet, moft
ftupendous ! What confent in all the motions of
thefe numerous feet ? What doft thou think of

the ferpent kind? the manner of their life, and
Ca their
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their various food? How wife the contrivance
of Gopn’s providence in afligning their proper
dwellings, and preventing their hurting his noble
creature man! Tow amazing are the fore-
thoughts of Gop! His attention to his offspring
man appears in the formation of that voracicus
reptile the Crocodile.

KVI. The xature and rorM of Man wonder-
fully prove the EXISTENCE, PERFECTIONS, and
provIDENCE of the moft powerful and glorious

GOD.

Confider the parts and ftructure of his body !
is not the body of man the nobleft piece of ani-
mal mechanifm pofiible in nature? Does it not
really tranfcend the power and thought of man
to imagine any form or ftruture more perfect,
more elegant, more grand, and commodious ?
‘What do you judge of man’s eret pofture ? his
beauteous thape? his proper ftature ? the ftructure
and accuracy of the parts? the fitnefs of every part
to its office and end ? How marvellous the har-
mony and conient of every member to the whole
frame ! what {parkling brightnefs in the eyes!
what {fweet melody in the voice ! how quick the
ears to receive all manner of founds! how nicely
adjufted are the palate and tafte to all {orts of
toods! what a noble inftrument is the tongue !
Hence {peech and eloquence, oratory and per-

tuafion,



