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a prefence of power to fupport, by a prefence of
goodnefs to {upply, and a prefence of light and
love to chear the heart, which no agonies can
withftand, no terrers can vanquifh, and which
will finally triumph over all oppofition.

In the approaches of death, and in our con-
flits with that vast Exemy, Gop will give us
the light of his countenance, as a kind and
eracious FATHER : he will imprefs on our hearts
afenfe of the excellent honour he has done us in
the great act of aporTion, which tranfcends all
the other alts of fovereign grace : and if he fhall
be pleafed to infufe into our fouls the {pirit of
adoption in the agonies of death, we fhall then
realize the hand of a father, and fay, I am dying
at my father’s command; I die by my father’s
hand, and under the favour of his propitious
fmiles and approbation. *

This precious book throws open before our
eyes the surrERINGS and peaTH of Chrift, and
the infinite worth and efficacy of his blood, as a
rich confolation to our fouls in the approaches
and agonies of death. The true chriftian may
fay, “ Chrift, by dying, has taken away the fting
of death; he has exhaufted the curfe, diffolved
my obligation to punifthment, has altered the
property and changed the face of death, fo that

he

* The laft words Dr. Gill {poke, were, ¢ Oh, my father! my father "
He died O&. 14, 1771, aged 73.—See his Life in the Colletion of Ser-
mons and Traéts, vol,1. 4to, 1773
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he cannot appear as the horrible king of terrors,
but is changed into a meflenger of peace to fetch

me home to my father’s houfe, and the bofom of
Gobp.”

The gofpel thews us Chrift lying peap in his
GRAVE to comfort us againft the fears of death.
See that dead body in that tomb: Whofe 1s1t?
See his hands, his feet, his head, his fide! How
is that body drained of blood and bereft of life!
and for what end? O! fays Dr. Owen, he is
lovely in his death ; yea, therein, moft lovely to
finners : never more glorious and defirable, than
when he came broken, and dead from the crofs :
then he had carried all our fins out of the fight
of divine juftice: then had he made peace and
reconciliation for us: then had he procured life
and immortality for us.—See his admirable book
on Communion with Gop, 1657. p. 86.

See the Lord Jefus in his REsUrRRECTION and
abfolute vicTory over death and the grave. This
is a delightful fight to a dying believer ; and this
view the gofpel afiords to every true chriftian in
the world. See the angel defcends from heaven
in flames of fire; his countenance blazes like
lightening 3 he rolls back the ponderous ftone,
and, in dazzling glory, he fits upon it, flathing
fire and terror on the Roman guards: they be-
come as dead men : they are not worthy to fee
the Lord arife. See him coming out of his

3 grave,
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grave, like a mighty conqueror, never more
to die; but always to triumph over Satan,
death, and fin. Let the dying chriftian fix his
eye on this rifing Gop, and infult death: O'!
tyrant, where is thy fting! O/ grave, where is
thy victory !

This volume of Infpiration thews us the Ascen-
sion of JEsus into heaven with amazing triumph,
and fitting down, furrounded with honour, at
Gov’s right hand. O chriftian, in a few hours,
perhaps in a few moments, thou wilt be with
him where he is, to behold his glory, and to
thare in the joys of his triumphs over death :
thou wilt look down on thy pale dead body, and
fmile to find thy foul releafed, and that death has
done his worft to thy mortal frame.

This glorious and immortal book fhews to the
dying chriftian, in a ftrong point of light, the
viTAL uNiON between Curist and his soutr, as an
invincible and victorious consorLaTioNn. O be-
liever, Chrift is thy life; and, becaufe he lives,
thou fhalt live alfo: his fleth 1s meat indeed :
his blood is drink indeed : and thou hait eat his
flefh and drank his blood by faith; therefore
Chrift lives in thee, and thou livelt in Chrift.
His life fecures eternal life to thy foul; and thou
mayit defy death, and bid him do his worft; he
can never touch thy nobler part; thy life from
Chrift is ¢ternal as the duration of Gop himfelf;

the
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the firft fruits of heaven are thine now.==See Dr.

Watts on the Firft Fruits of Heaven, in his World
to come. §vo.

The gofpel affures us, that death fhall totally
deliver us from all TEmMporRAL EViLs. What a con-
fluence of temporal evils do we meet with? Weari-
nefs, and ficknefs, and pains of the body—crofles
and loffes in bufinefs—the malice and flander
of wicked men—the haughty contempt of the
proud—the bitter words of the angry and quar-
relfome—the bafenefs, deceit, and treachery of
pretended friends ; and the folly and ficklenefs
of real ones—with the fcandalous falls of the
preacners of the gofpel—the vile apoftacy of
fplendid profeffors, and the horrible crimes that
break out in their lives and converfation. All
thefe, with a thoufand other troubles, vex the
true chriftian’s foul, and excite him to wifh for
that world of bleflednefs, where the wicked ceafe
from troubling, and the weary are at reft,

Death will deliver us from all the fad 1mpER-
FECTIONS Of our INTERNAL CHARACTER, and free
us from the power, deceit, and enmity of ix-
DWELLING SIN ; and this would make a chriftian
not only willing, but ardently defirous to die.
We all find a law of fin and death working
within us: a powerful, efficacious principle,
or mighty f{pring of corrupt and guilty ation.
We find that our heart is the feat or fubjed

No. VIII. ST of
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of the law of fin; and that the heart, as pof-
fefled by fin, is deeply deceitful, and awfully
unfearchable by man. That we are the {fubjet
of inveterate enmity againft Gop: an enmity
that admits of no peace with Gop, or reft in
him: an enmity which ftrikes at the exiftence,
attributes, and happinefs of Gop; and which
difcovers itfelf by averfion to him, and a pro-
penfity to all fin, with an oppofition to all that
is in Gop, attended with a lufting or moft violent
and infatiable defire after all forts of evil, {ur-
prizing the foul into Iuft, and having an eager-
nefs to clofe with every kind of temptation :
alting with the deepeft deceit, hiding of its ends
and ultimate deflign, which is to draw the foul
intirely off from Gop, and bring us into eternal
death : poifoning and poliuting the imagination,
entangling and enflaming the affeftions, and
making violent attempts, by its deceit, to bring
the will and paffions to confent to finy which is,
m Scripture, ftiled the conception of {in. James i.
15. When rust hath coxcrivep, it bringeth
forth siv; and siv, when it finithed, bringeth
forth peatn. Every man is drawn away by his
own luft, and enticed. James i. 14, 15. But
the moment we die, we are releafed from all the
force, deceit, and enmity of this infinitely dread-
ful evil, indwelling fin,* and feel ourfelves holy

and

* SeeDr. Owen’s incomparable book on INDWELLING S1N, new edits
1zme, recommendyd by fix Londen divings: 3774.—=S0ld by Kcith,
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and happy to eternity : which leads us to ob-
ferve, that

This revelation difcovers the mappy staTE of
our fouls from the momeNT of our peatH. The
Scriptures defpife and fcorn the abfurd notion of
the fleep or annihilation of the foul, at the death
of the body: they affure us, that the moment
we are abfent from the body, we are prefent with
the Lord. 2 Cor. v.8. And that to depart and
be with Chrift, 1s far better, (pollo gar mallon
kreiffon, better beyond expreffion, tranfcendently
better.) Philip. i, 23. This day fhalc thou be
with me in Paradife. Luke xxiil. 43. Blefled
are the dead that die in the Lord, from hence-
forth, (aparti) immediately, or henceforth, they
are blefled. Rev. xiv. 13. The fpirits of juft
men made perfe¢t Heb. xii. 23.  Perfect in
light, without any darknefs: perfect in know-
ledge, without ignorance : perfect in holinefs,
without fin: perfet in joy, without forrow :
perfect bleflednefs, without the leaft mifery !
What a flood of life, light, .and beauty will
pour in upon our ravifhed fouls in a moment!
and how happy fhall we feel ourfelves, in the
twinkling of an eye, when we have parted with
this clod of polluted clay, and commence burn-
ing feraphs before the throne of Gop !

This divine book opens to our view the cLo-
RIOUS RESURRECTION of the body, and the rap-
S{2 turous
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turous meeting of foul and body at that happy
hour when Gop fhall fulfil his promifes. Thy dead
men fhall live, Ifai. xxvi. 19, They that be wife
fhall fhine as the firmament; and as the ftars for
ever and ever. Dan. xii. 3. I will redeem them
fromdeath. O death, I will be thy plagues;
O! grave, I will be thy deftru&ion. Hof, xiii,
14, Then fhall the righteous thine as the sun
in the kingdom of their father. Matth. xiii. 43.
They fhall be like the angels which are in heaven.
Mark xii, 25. There is one glory of the fun,
and another glory of the moon, and another
glory of the ftars; for one ftar differs from
another ftar in glory: {o alfo is the refurreGtion
of the dead : itis fown in corruption, it is raifed
in incorruption: 1t 1s fown in dithonour, it is
raifed in glory: it is fown in weaknefs, it is raifed
in power : 1t is fown a natural body, it is raifed
a {piritual body : the laft Adam is an enlivening
{pirit, the firft is of the earth, earthy: the fecond
man 1s the Lord from heaven : as we have borne
the image of the earthy, we fhall alfo bear the
image of the heavenly: in a moment the trumpet
fhall found, and the dead fhall be raifed incor-
ruptible: for this corruptible muft put on incor-
ruption, and this mortal thall put on immortality
then thall be verified that faying, DEATH 15 swaL-
LOWED UP IN vicTory. O death, where is thy
fting! O grave, where is thy victory! Thanks

be
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be to Gop, which giveth us the viftory through
our Lord Jefus Chrift ; therefore let us be ftead-
faft and unmoveable, always abounding in the
work of the Lord, for as much as we know that
our labour fhall not be in vain in the Lord.
1 Cor. xv. 58.

You fee the TERRORS and GLORY of the RESUR-
RECTION of the prap, and the LasT juDeMENT,
fet in the ftrongeft light and evidence. You do,
as it were, hear the laft trumpet refound : you fee
the judge appear: angels blaze like millions
of flames : the dead arife: the world is all on
fire: the heavens pafs away with a great noife :
the elements melt with fervent heat: the books
are thrown open : eternity is all difclofed to view :
the criminals ftand at the bar: all the private
and public wrongs of impenitent finners are laid
bare before the whole attentive world of faints
and angels: you fee the judge, with all the
blazing glory of a Gop, outfhining ten thoufand
{funs, riding on the clouds of heaven, and thofe
clouds illuminated by gold and fcarlet fun-beams -
him{elf an object of the higheft wonder and ter-
ror, wearing on his head many crowns, brighter
than all the ftarry heavens united in one grand
conitellation : he comes to judge the whole world
of fouls and devils : he comes to give the grandeft
bleflings, and infliét eternal deaths : he comes to
be admired and adored by all the redeemed and

faved



[ 326 ]

faved finners, who now fee the moft grand, new,
and beautiful objects before their eyes: they fee
their faviour at the head of more than a thoufand
millions of faved finners, who were all forts of
characters in their flate of nature and fin: they
fee the moft ftubborn rebels bowed in their
wills to Gop—filthy wretches wafthed white in
blood—deftitute fouls all cloathed in one divine
righteouinefs ; having all fought their way to
heaven, through armies of devils and feas of
blood, and the fierceft oppofition : we fhall then
fee how the moft dark and adverfe providences
have all worked together for good : afflictions as
bitter as wormwood, and dark as midnight and
hell, all uniting to urge us forward into the per-
formance of nobler altions, brighter graces, and
good works; and into the bofom of Chrift in
heaven itfelf.

You fee, in the light of divine revelation, how
heaven is richly filled out of this hell on earth:
and our hell on earth replenifhes the vaft ex-
panfe of heaven with ten thoufand times ten
thouvfand fouls, attrated from [in to holinefs,
from mifery to happinefs, from impotence to di-
vine ativity, from filthy vile bodies, and devilifh
tempers, into the beautiful refemblance of the
perfe&tions of Gopb.

But we muft conclude this Contemplation with
obferving, that this aftonithing book difcovers,
n
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i the molt clear and vivid light, the two eternal
worlds of heaven and hell. 'We fee heaven to be
a ftate of light, without darknefs ; of holinefs,
without fin; of joy, without forrow. ’Tis the
perfection of the intellectual, moral, focial, and
divine life: the eternal repofe and delight of the
happy foul in the perfeét love and bleflednefs of
Gob.

This awful and fublime book fets before us the
eternity and extremity of the terrors of hell : we
fee, in the light of this tremendous volume,
the final ftate of all wicked fouls and damned
angels : you fee here the final triumphs of holi-
nefs over {in, of juftice over unrighteoufnefs, of
virtue over vice, of wildom over the craft of men
and devils, and of the abfolute, independent, and
eternal dominion of Gop over the madnefs, re-
bellion, and treafon of men and devils: here you
fee that fin 1s an infinite evil, as it ftrikes at all
poffible and infinite good, expofes to an infinite
lofs, and fixes a ftain in the foul of 3 finner
through an infinite duration !

Now, what book but this could ever give us
fuch aftonithing difcoveries of the two eternal
worlds ! What book but this could ever thew us
millions of happy faints faved by one, redeem-
ing Gop ; and millions of miferable finners de-
cerved, cheated, bewitched, and damned by one
devil : millions of poor feeble bodies, made up

5 of
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of duft and athes, raifed to life and immortal
glory ; and millions of ugly, putrid carcafles
raifed to thame, contempt, and eternal deformity ;
ten thoufand times ten thoufand fouls made the
refleCting mirrours of the ugly, deteftable devil;
and millions of holy fouls outfhining the fun in
the kingdom of their father, and made refletting
mirrours of the beauty of the Lord Jefus Chrift,
the brightnefs of his glory, and the exprefs

image of his perfon and perfettions for ever and
ever,

RECOLLECTIOQN.

And now, my reader, let us review the force
of this argument, for the divine Infpiration of
the Holy Scriptures, drawn from the goodnefs
of the doétrine, or its tendency to remove all the
evils we feel or fear, and to promote our trueft

pleafure and higheft happinefs in the eternal
fruition of Gop'!

We have feen the aftonifhing advancement
which Gop has made on the glory of his own
charaller, in the work of redemption~—the re-
lations of Gop to our world, and to man, cleared
up—the original purity and perfeétion of human
nature—its prefent depravity, ruin, and impo-
tence~the grand and furprizing burft of grace
and mercy to loft man in the gofpel—the real,
perfeét, and infinite fatisfaction of Chrift—the
glory of his righteoufne(s and vital union with

him
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him—the fpecial aids of his fpirit—the dignity
and immortality of the foul fet in the moft
ftriking light by the gofpel—the law of nature
cleared up, enlarged, and inforced, beyond all
that meer reafon ever knew—the nature, beauty,
and glory of evangelical holinefs and focial vir-
tue difplayed in the moft vivid colours—the
richeft and moft alluring examples of holinefs
propofed for our imitation—the ftrongeft fup-
ports under the troubles of life, and the ap-
proaches of death——the glory and terror of the
general refurretion and the laft judgment—with
the brighteft difcoveries of final happinefs and
mifery in heaven and hell,

And now, my reader, lay vour hand upon your
heart, and honeftly afk yourfelf thefe queftions.
Can a book, full of fuch tremendous and adora-
ble difcoveries, be falfe ? Can it be the invention
of men? Are rhefe the words of bad or of good
men ? Is it poflible that thefe thould be cun-
ningly-devifed fables ? No, no; ’tis impoffible !
this book muft be the work of Gop! it muft be
the production of his eternal {pirit: andif this
be a moft undoubted and important truth, then
what deep regard, what ardent affection, and

veneration are due to this precious, this divine
and immortal book !

We will, therefore, refer the confiderasion of
the miracles, and the fulfilment of prophecies,
Tt to
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to the fecond volume; and proceed now to a
delightful Contemplation on the holy Difpofi-
tions and devout Affeftions, which are due to
the infpired Scriptures of Gob.

Sele@ BO OK S to be read on the above Con-

TEMPLATION, concerning the Goopness and
Bravry of the Hory ScripTurEs.

t. The B2AUTY, CERTAINTY, and PLEAIURES of RELIGION are
difplayed with peculiar clearnefs of thought, and elegance of ftyle, by the
pious and ingenious Mr. HENrY GrovE.=See his-works in 8vo,

2. On a more evangelical plan, and with greater amplitude of thought,
read D, SaAmuerL STEXNETT’S two volumes of Sermons on Personar
Revicron. Thefe difcourfes are compofed with great perfpicuity of
thought and expreflion ; and contain fuch an extenfive view of the na-
ture, rife, progrefs, and pe¥fe@tion of vital religion in the foul, as muft
necefiarily charm every man of trut tafte and devotion in the world; and,
if confidered in conneétion with Dr, Evans on the CurisTian TiEm-
rER, and Dr. DoppripGE’s Rife and Progrefs of Religion in the Soul,
will form the brighteft {cheme of praical religion,

A CON.
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A CONTEMPLATION

®N THKZE

DISPOSITIONS anp AFFECTIONS
WHICH ARE DVE TO THY®

HOLY SCRIPTURES.

ApMmiraTION and VENERATION are due to the
Book of GOD, on accounNTt of its NEWNESS
and awful GrRANDEUR.~—VITAL FAITH in the
TRUTH of the BisLE.—EsTeem for the Scrip-
TURES, as moft excellent in themfelves.—Ar-
dent pesire after the kNowLEDGE of them,
and the possession of the infinite coop con-
tained in the PROMISES.~~BENEVOLENCE, Or
coop wiLL 1s due to this facred Book 1n the
higheft ExErTION.—GRrATITUDE 10 GOD for
a divine REVELATION 3 and to the Sox of GOD
for fealing this precious voLume with his
sLooDp ; and to the Hory SpiriT for his in-
SPIRATION Of the proPHETS and APOSTLES.—
GRATITUDE to DIVINE PROVIDENCE that we
have a BisrLe perfected, preferved, tranflated,
and now expounded by the beft of our Britisn
DiVINES.~==DELIGHT in the ScripTURES, as
the richeft prscovery of the fupreme coop,

CHRIST
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Curist Jesus~—=-Hore, a lively vigorous
HoPE 1n the exceeding great and precious pro-
mises and BLESSINGS revealed in the Scrip-
TURE.=~SUBJECTION and entire OBEDIENCE of
sovr, and coNscIENCE to the whole wiLL of
Gop in ScripTURE.~ZEAL for the mHonour
and proracaTiON Of the GOSPEL at hame and
abroad.

1. DMIRATION and veneration are due
. & to the facred Scriptures of Gopo! Ad-
miration is a pleafing emotion of the foul, arifing
from the perception of any object which is new
and agreeable. Veneration arifes from an obje&,
grand, awful, and fublime.~~—Now, my dear
readers, what can be fo new and agreeable to
our fouls as to fee the glorious difcoveries of the
nature, perfetions, and thoughts of Gob, dif-
played before our ravithed fouls: to fee ten
thoufand new and ftrange ideas, concerning ob-
jects before time, in time, and after time ; ob-
je&s which are quite beyond the verge of the
human underftanding, and out of the province
of reafon to explore. ’Tis aftonithing goodnefs
in Gop to give creatures divine revelation, who
had abufed the light of nature in the works of
creation, and who had fo horribly violated the
law of nature within us. °Tis wonderful con-
defcenfion 1n Gob to give us a fuparior light to
dire¢t us to happinefs, when we had played the
fool
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fool with the powers of reafon and confcience,
Surely we ought to tremble at the profufion of
divine goodnefs, and, with the deepeft reverence
and adoration, receive this immortal book as
from the immediate bofom and hand of Gop.

Great Gop of heaven and earth! what do we
owe thee for a divine revelation! what do we
not owe thee ! We owe thee more than ten
thoufand worlds can pay. We are overpowered,
we are delightfully opprefied with the exceeding
riches of thy grace, we are loft in wonder, we
are overwhelmed with veneration and holy awe
of thy majefty and mercy to creatures fo un-
worthy and provoking, fo guilty and abominable ;
we tremble at the profufions of thy goodnefs, and
we receive the infinite blefling of 2 divine reve-
lation, with a mixture of grateful cenfufion and
facred aftonifhment, being confcious of our utter
unworthinefs of fuch an unfpeakable favour of
Gop to man.

I, YrraL rarTH in the TruTH of this REVE-
ration is another difpofition of foul due to the
holy Scriptures.  Faith is the confident expefta-
tion of bleflings defired, and the convincing
evidence of invifible tranfactions. Heb. xi. 1.
Faith 1s a firm and ftedfaft affent of the under-
ftanding to the teftimony of Gop in his word ;
and an hearty confent of the will to the goodnefs

and
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and fweetnefs, the fitnefs and beauty, of that
teftimony. It is my own real {fentiment, that
no demonftration in geometry can be more cer-
tain to the mind of a mathematician than the
teftimony of Gob is to the mind of a chriftian.
Yea, I will advance a ftep farther, and dare to
affirm, that Gop, fpeaking in his word, gives
greater fatisfattion to a wife and found believer
than any geometrical truth could ever give even
to the mind of a Newton : and my reafon for
it 1s this, The mind of a {erious and honeft
chriftian, being enlightened and reftified by di-
vine grace, is better fitted to difcern and receive
the grand truths of revelation than the mind of
a mathematician is to difcern all the fteps of a
laborious demonftration in geometry : it requires
great ftrength of underftanding and memory to
grafp ten or twelve ideas at once, and to difcern
the agreement of thofe ideas with each other, {o
as to draw a genuine and juft conclufion from
the whole, that fhall be as certain to the mind
as the very firft principle with which you fet out:
every man that has exercifed hinfelf in Everip’s
EremenTs knows this to be fact. But a chriftian
has a thorter and a clearer road to divine truth:
his firft bufinefs is to fit down with a calm and
honeft mind, and with this fimple and folid
axiom in his underftanding, “ Wuarever Gop
savs, MusT BE TRUE.” He is then to confider

6 the



