[ 300 ]

with all prayer in the Spirit. Eph. vi. 18.
Worthip Gop in the Spirit. Philip. 1. 3.
Quench not the Spirit. 1 Thef. v. 19. Keep
the form, the lively defcription or delineation of
found words by the holy Spirit. 2 Tim. i. 14, 15,
Obey the truth through the Spirit, 1 Pet. 1. 22,
Praying in or by the holy Spirit, Jude, ver, 20.
Hear what the Spirit fayeth to the churches. This
command is repeated feven times. Rev. i1 3.
Grace and peace from the {even Spirits which are
before his throne. Rev, i. 4. Seven lamps of
fire burning before the throne, Rev. iv. 5. Seven
eyes are the feven Spirits of Gop. Rev. v. 6.
The Spirit of life fram Gop. Rev. xii. 11. I
will give to him that is thirfty, of the fountain
of the water of life freely. Rev. xxi. 6. A pure
river of water of life, clear as cryftal, proceed-
ing out of the throne of Gop, and of the lamb.
Rev. xxii. 1.

CoxsipEraTIoN and felf-furnityre.~Confider
your ways, confider your ways. Hag. 1. 5, 7. 1
thought on my ways. Pf. cxix. 59. Renewed in
knowledge. Colof. 11i. 1o. Humility—Be not
wife in your own conceit, Rom. xii.  Lefs than
leaft. Eph. iil. 8. Be not proud. Jer. xiil. 15. The
ornament of a meek and quiet {pirit. 1 Pet. iii. Be
content with fuch things as ye have. Heb. xii.
Godlinefs with contentment is great gain. 1 Tim.
vi. My fervant fhall deal prudently. Ifai. Be

wife
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wife as {erpents, and harmlefs as doves. Matth,
Quit you like men: be ftrong. 1 Cor. xvi. Be
ftrong in the Lord. Eph. vi. Take heed left
your hearts be overcharged with furfeiting and
drunkennefs. Luke xxi. 34. Be temperate in all
things. 1 Cor. 1x. Be not drunk with wine, Eph,
v. 18.  He that loveth pleafure fhall be a poor
man. Prov. xxi. 17. The drunkard and the
glutton fhall come to poverty, xxiii. 21. Be
fober, grave, temperate. Titus ii. 2, 6, Thou
fhalt not commit adultery. Exod. xx. 14, No
unclean perfon hath any inheritance in the king-
dom of Goo. Eph. 5, 6. Ifaw a young man
void of underftanding. See the alarming pitture,
Prov. vii. y7—r12. Fornication, and all unclean-
nefs, let it not be once namted amongft you, as
becometh faints: neither filthinefs, nor foolifh
talking, or lewd turns, or cbfcene jefting, which
are by no means agreeable. Eph. v. 3, 4. The
foul of the fluggard defireth and hath nothing,
but the foul of the diligent fhall be made far,
Prov. xiii. 4. She (i. e. the virtuous woman)
looketh well to the ways of her houfchold, and
eateth not the bread of idlenefs—her works
praife ber in the gates—ftrength and honour are
her cloathing. Prov. xxxi. 27, 28, Mortify, there-
fore, fornication, uncleannefs, patheric withes,
vicious inclinations, or impure tafte, and in-
fatiable defire, which is idolatry. Colof. ii1, 5.

I keep
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I keep under my body, and bring it into fubjec-
tion. 1 Cor. ix. 29. Qur converfation is in
heaven. Philip. iii. 20. They defire a better
country. Heb. x1.—~We are all {enfible of the
happy frame and temper a perfon may be put
into, by a bright and coop prospeer of felf-
advancement to any eminent poft and honourable
ftation in temporal life : how much more fhould
it give eafe to our minds, and greatnefs and
dignity to our {pirits, to think of our vaft ad-
vancement to liberty and dominion in the eternal
empire of Gop{

Hoviyess and soerar viRTuE towards all man-
kind, and efpecially to the church of Goo.~~Thou
thalt love thy neighbour as thyfelf. Matth. xxii.
39. Fulfil ye the royal law, (nomon bafilikon)
thou fhalt love thy neighbour as thyfelf. Jam. 1.
8.—The moft beautiful defcription of the focial
grace of chriftian love that ever was dictated by
Gop, and written by the infpired pen of the
greateft apoftle, we have in 1 Cor. xil.  Love
is of great extent of mind, and an enlarged
generous temper; and is eafy, gentle, full of
benignity, and kind difpofitions : it has no in-
vidious affetion: it vaunteth not with a vain
ambitious defire to be the greateft, and to fhine
with an oftentatious glare in the public eye: it
is not {welled with pride at the applaufe of
others : it doth not proudly at out of charac-

ter,
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ter, with a ftiff and difdainful air, and infolent
haughtinefs towards others: it feeketh not felf-
pleafing and sELF-INTEREST only, to the injury of
others: it is not bitterly nor outrageoufly pro-
voked: 1t does not attentively think evil of
others; nor fuppofe, apprehend, or judge others
to be evil; it does not reafon out, or dig up
evil and mifchief concerning other perfons ; nor
does it impute evil haftily to others, nor fet it
down to their account, and charge it home upon
their characters without full evidence : it rejoiceth
not in iniguity : it is not glad, it feels no plea-
fure in the vile condu& of others, but is really
grieved and forry at the bad conduct of foolith
and wicked profeftors of the gofpel : it rejoiceth
in the truth of the gofpel, and in all godly
fincerity of heart, and in all true converfion of
fouls to Chrift: it covers all lamented blemifhes
in qur fellow-chriftians, and hath a joyful voice
to publifh right and good things of every worthy
believer in the world: it believeth the beft of
every upright and amiable character in the church
of Chrift ; it hopeth the beft of all thofe who,
in the main, evince themfelves to be the true
children of Gop. Love, true evangelical love,
flowing from a divine life, nature, and principle,
never faileth, but is immortal as our exiftence,
and eternal as the nature, duration, and life of
Gop,—1 will add a few more of the {criptural

beauties
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beauties of chriftian love; viz. Be kindly affee-
tionate one to another, (philoftorgoi) have a
ftrong natural tendernefs, fuch as thofe animals
who have the moft violent natural affetion to
their young. Rom. xil. 10. Owe no man any
thing, but to love one anpother. xiii. 8. Be
unanimous, fympathizing, compaffionate, full of
bowels : be courteous, (philophrones) of a friend-
ly loving mind. 1 Pet. 1. 8. Above all things
have fervent love. 1 Pet.1v. 8. Unfeigned love—
with a pure heart, fervently. 1 Pet.i. 22. Unity
in the fpirit in the bond of peace. One body ;
one {pirit; one hope; one Lord; one faith ; one
Gop ; one baptifm :=—here are feven ones, or
unities. Eph. iv. 3. One heart, and one foul,
A&s iv. 32. Joined all in one foul, (fump-
fuchoi) Phil. i1, 1, 2. Blefled are the merci-
ful. Matth. v. 7. Put on bowels of mercies,
Colof. 111. 12. Be not weary in well doing. Let
us do good to all men, efpecially to them who
are of the houfhold of faith. Gal. g, 10. If
ye forgive men their trefpafles, your heavenly
father will alfo forgive you. If ye forgive not
men, neither will your heavenly father forgive
you. Matth. vi. 14, 15. Peter faid, Lord, how
oft thall my brother {in againft me, and I forgive
him? till {feven times?  Jefus faith unto him, I
fay not unto thee, until feven times; but until

SEVENTY TIMES sEvEN, Matth, xvin, 21, 22.
Be
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Be merciful, as your father is merciful. Do good,
hoping for nothing again 3 and your reward thall
be great : ye fhall be the children of the highett.
If ye do good to them which do good to you,
what thank have you? for {inners alfo love thofe
that love them. WHAT DO YE MORE THAN
orHers ? Luke vi. 27==36. Matth. v. 47. Judge
not, and ye fhall not be judged. Give, and 1t
thall be given to you: good meafure, prefled
down, fhaken together, and running over, fhall
men give into your bofom. Luke vi. 37, 38.
Be not overcome of evil : but conquer evil with
good. If it be poflible, live peaceably with all
men. Avenge not yourfelves. If thine enemy
hunger, feed him; if he thirft, give him drink.
Rom. xii. 17—21. Love your enemies, blefs
them that curfe you, do good to them that hate
you, and pray for them which defpitefully ufe
you. Matth. v. 43, 44. I have not fuffered my
mouth to fin, by withing a curfe to his foul.
Job xxxi. 29, 30. Do justrY, love mercy.
Micah vi. 8. Render to all their dues: honour
to whom honour. Rom. xiit. 7. 'Whatfoever ye
would that men fhould do to you, do ye the
fame to them: for this is the {pirit of all the
law and the prophets. Matth. vii. 12.  This is
the coLpENn RuLE and the rovaL raw which
ought every moment of life to reign over kings

and fubjets: preachers and people : hufbands
Q.q and
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and wives : parents and children: mafters and
{fervants : brothers and fifters : friend and friend :
and, if obeyed univerfally, would turn the whole
world into the paradife of Gop !

Putting away LvinG, fpeak every one TRUTH
with his neighbour. Eph. iv, 25. In fimplicity
and godly fincerity, not with flethly wifdom.
2 Cor. 1. 12. Let inTEGrITY and uprightnefs
preferve me. P xxv. 21. The devil, when he
{peaketh a lye, fpeaketh of his own, for he is
a lyar, and the father of alye. John viil, 44.
Lying lips are an abomination to Gop : but they
that deal truly are his delight. Prov. xii. 22.
jesus fays, I am the TruTH. John xiv. 6. He
that {peaketh lyes fhall not efcape. Prov. xix. s,
He that loveth and maketh a lye ; yea, alllyars
thall have their part in that lake which burneth
with fire and brimftone. Rev. xxi. 8. That ye
may be siNcere. Philip. 1. 1o. Sincerity and
truth, 1 Cor. v. 8. Worfhip Gop 1n {pirit and
truth, John iv. 24, Draw near with a true
heart, Heb. x. 22. Servants, be obedient, in
SINGLENESS of heart: not men-pleafers, but do-
ing the will of Gop from the heart. Eph, vi.
5, 6. Be fteadfaft, unmoveable, always abound-
ing in the work of the Lord. 1 Cor. xv. 58.
Thine heartistender, 2 Chron. xxxiv. 27, An
heart of flefh, i.e. a tender heart, tender appre-
henfions of Gop, tender reflections of confcience,

and
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and fufceptible of the tender impreflions of Gop’s
word and fpirit.  Be zealous and repent. Rev,
ni. 9. It is good to be zealoufly affelted always
in a good thing. Gal. iv, 18.,—Thus we have
given you a compendious view of the beauty of
vital godlinefs,* and focial virtue, from the pure
Scriptures of truth: and what man, that has any
fenfe or honefty, will affirm, that thefe writings
are the invention of good men or bad men, of
devils or angels; and not given by Infpiration
from the holy and good Gop !

This glorious and Gob - breathed book fets
before us, to allure our zealous MiTaTION, the
moft lovely ExamprLis of vital mHoLINESs and
oenerous virtue. Here you fee Abel offering

with

* We have fome of the moft beautiful delineations of evangelical holi-
nefs and focial virtue given by our Englifh divines, that ever appeared in
the world. The numaN, socrar, and DIVINE graces are difplayed by
the great and good Dr. SAMuEr Wri1GKT, inhis Great Concern of Hy-
man Life. 3d edit. 3733. His Scriptural View of the Human Virtues,
8vo. 1730, And Justice and CuariTy in all their Branches, 8vo.
1732. I fay, they are difplayed by this susrLiMe wriTER with fuch
DIGNITY of THouGHT as to make ferious, praftical religion the moft
lovely and beautiful of all objeéts. Dr, Jornn Evawns’s Sermons, on the
CurisTian TemrER, 2 vols, 8vo. with the Abridgement by Dr. Stone-
houfe and his friends, 8vo. pr. 1s. 6d. are above ail commendation. Dr.
WaTtTs’s Sermons, on Chriftian Morality, are truly and richly evan-
gelical. The twenty-four Sermons, by the Rev, Mr, Joun Mason, on the
CurisTran MoratLs, or Difcourfes on the Human, Divine, Chriftian,
and Social Graces, 2 vols. 8vo. exhibit fine fenfe, a moft correét and
delicate tafte, in a nervous elegant fiyle j and, with a deep fenfe of ferious
religion, warming and enlivening at once both the head and the heart of
the very ingenicus and amiable author.

Qq 2
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with FarTs in Chrift: Enoch walks with Gos.
Noah moved with the moft godly rear: Abra-
ham’s unbounded obedience, flowing from a moft
vigorous FAITH : Ifaac, a pattern of a moft quiet
pacific {pirit: Jacob is nobly bold to wreftle with
his Gop in PRAYER : Joleph, a noble pattern of
CHASTITY, and purity of affeftions: Job, a mir-
rour of paTiENCE : Mofes, a ftriking example of
MEEKNESs ¢ Phineas exerts the moft daring zeal :
Samuel and Obadiah, fweet patterns of the moft
early ey : David flames and {oars in pEvoTION :
Solomon chufes wispom above all things: Jofiah
fhines in TENDERNESs of heart: the three he-
roes courageoufly dare the fiery furnace: Daniel
abounds in wifdom and rorTITUDE to aftonifh-
ment : Mary Magdalene * melts into the deepeft
REPENTANCE : Peter weeps bitterly: Jobn, a
mirrour of foftnefs and Love : Stephen triumphs
amidft outrage and blood : Paul rifes into all the
fublimity of devotion and courage, and wunites
the zeal of a feraph with the deepeft humility,
and more than the wifdom of an archangel : but

above

¥ The ardent pravERs of Hannah: the wispom and underflanding
of Abigail, adorned with her beautiful countenance and amiable sorT-
wess of ManNwERs: the exalted PreTy of Elizabeth : the purity,
fimplicity, and piowyiTy of the Virgin Mary: with the humble and
fervent prvorIon of the fifters of Lazarus: and the daring ForTITUDE
of the hely women, who went early to vifit the fepulchre, and manifeft
their unfhaken aATTACHMENT to their divine mMasTER and friend :—1I
fay, thef: beautiful ExamPLES ought never to be forgotten for one mo-
ment 5 and will be peculiarly ufeful to chriftian women in every age of
the church,
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above all, we have the example of the Son of
Gop, in whom we fee all divine and human per-
fections fhine out with the moft refplendent luftre.
In Chrift we {ee the moft illuftrious behaviour
towards his father, towards his friends, towards
his enemies, and towards himielf ; and, in the
common courfe of our faviour’s life amidft a moit
brilliant conftellation of eminent virtues, all
equally worthy of our moft zealous imitation,
you cannot but obferve THrREE graces that fhine
out with a diftinguithed luftre as ftars of the
firft magnitude.

1. SuperIiorRITY to the whole world, and all
its alluring and attradtive blandithments. He
had a noble contempt of all thofe pleafures
which worldly men purfue with fo much ardour,
and in which they place their chief joy. Earthly
riches and pleafures he defpifed ; carnal honours
and preferments he fcorned; and all the idols
and lafts, which draw men into eternal ruin, he
difdained with his whole heart.

2. Aftonithing pEriGHT in doing Goop, *Twas
the inceffant labour and joy of his foul to inftrudt,
and cheer, and blefs mankind : the fincerity, pu-
rity, and fervour of his love to mankind, was
the life of his life, and his daily and hourly
felicity, Nothing in our world ever equalied
his delight, in every moment of his life, to do
GOOD.

3. His
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a. His delicate pEcoruM, p1oNITY, and BEAU-
1Ty of conduét: the fitnefs, the propriety, and
confiftency of his behaviour and charalter, are
above all praife; yea, above all defcription or
conception, 'Tis really aftonithing and delight-
ful to obferve what a vaft variety of charalters
our redeemer fuftains every moment, with fuch
amazing dignity, fulnefs, and beauty ; fo that no
one charaéter, name, or relation, intrenches on
another, or eclipics the reft.—See Mr. Mafon’s
Sermon on the Imitation of Chrift, Vol. 2,
p. I21.

This wonderful and delightful book affigns to
us the moft glorious EmpPLOYMENT, in the beft
coop WORrKs, all through life, (viz.) to cLorIFY
CurrsT with a view to enjoy him for ever.

To glorify Chrift is the nobleft work of ara-
tional creature : it confifts in making his beauty
and fulnefs, his grandeur and power, his illuf-
trious perfections and tendernefs, confpicuous in
the moft vivid and ftriking manner to mankind,
and efpecially to the church of Gop. OQr, in
fhorter words,

To glorify Chrift is to difcover and declare,
in the moft vivid and confpicuous manner, the
illuftrious power, fulnefs, grace, and tendernefs
of Chrift as the Gop and falvation of a finner.

We glorify Chrift by committing our immortal
powers and highett interefts into his hands: eon-
fefling
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fefling our impurity and his holinefs, our guilt
and his righteoufnefs : loving him above all
worlds, as the objet of our choiceft thoughts
and moft tranfcendent efteem: being zealous for
the difplay of his moft beautiful perfections, and
his glorious gofpel : exerting all our talents of
reafon and grace to proclaim his fhining perfec-
tions, and to make him owned and loved amongft
his redeemed people.

We glorify Chrift by walking humbly with
him. What does the Liord require of thee, but
to walk humbly with thy Gopo. Micah vi. 8.
This acknowledges our infinite diftance from the
grandeur and dignity of Chrift; our unworthi-
nels before him, and dependence upon him; the
imperfetion of our knowledge and goodnefs;
the grearnefs of our guilt; the impurity of our

internal character ; and our defert of eternal
death.

We glorify Chrift when we abound in thank-
fulnefs and gratitude to him for his bleflings and
comforts ; this gives him the glory of being the
author of our mercies. Thankfulnefs fets an high
value on all the favours and bleflings of Chrift,
as the Gop of nature, providence, and grace.

We glorify Chrift by walking chearfully before
him. This declares to all the world our inward
fatisfaction and pleafure : this recommends his

fervice
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fervice to mankind as moft agreeable to our ra-
tional powers, {weet to our affeltions, promotive
of our nobleft intereft and higheft aims of felf-
advancement in Gop: it fhews to men, angels,
and devils, that we do not repent * of engaging
in the caufe of Chrift; that we do not with we
had continued to ferve our old mafter, the prince
of hell, rather than Chrift; but that we rejoice
we have efcaped his cruel tyranny, and find
eternal liberty, dignity, dominion, and pleafure,
in the fervice of the Son of Gop. We glorify
Chrift when we have a noble ambition to do the
greateft good in our power, and alt to the ut-
moft extent of our abilities, to ferve his people,
and advance the happinefs of the world. It
ought to be one of our firft thoughts in the
morning, What coop may I do this day 2 What
good fhall I do to the churches of Chrift 2 What
fhall I do for the good of my family? What
good thall we do for our relations ! What good
fhall I do to my enemies, and how fhall I over-
come evil with good ? What fhall I do for the
more general intereft of religion in the world ?
What good fhall I do to the civil fociety to
which T am related ? Is there any perfon, who
1s able to do the good that lies out of my reach,
to whom I may apply for that purpofe? What
good fhall I do to the poor in affliction and

want ?

* See Dr, Ridgeley’s Body of Divinity, p, 1==3,
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want ? What fhall I do for the intereft of Gop
in my own heart and life, *

Thus godlike is the religion of Jefus: it is
like its author, the chiefeft among ten thoufand,
and altogether lovely.

The moft noble and divine moTivEes, addreffed
to the beft sprinGs of attion in the foul, are to
be found in the holy Scriptures, far beyond all
the sancrions of the Law of NATURE. +

MoTIVES are confiderations of coop and EviL,
propofed to the mind, to excite its eager purfuit
of the one, and its rapid flicht from the other,

with the utmoft ardour and {peed.
You

¥ This was Dr, Cotton Mather’s praétice, at Bofton, in New-England,
for forty years together. He died, Feb. 13, 1728. See the Abridgment
of his Life, by Dr. Jennings, 12mo.

+ The SancTioNs of the Law of NaTurE, or the motives which
enforce that law on the reafon and confcience of mankind, are either
prefent or future,

The PRESENT sanNcTionN of REWARDS, addrefling our hepes, confift
in the peace and approbation of a man’s own mind—in the fatisfaltion
and pleafure arifing from a juft felf-approbation—in health of body and
fine fpirits—efteem and henour amongf men—— the favour and friendfhip
of wife and worthy men—profperity and fuccefls in our outward affairs
—the aufpicious fmiles and kind concurrence of divine providence—
with the hopes of farther favours, honours, and pleafures in life; all
which are the ufual rewards of virtue.

On the otherhand ; as to PUNISHMENTS, the PRESENT SANCTIONS
of the law of nature addrefling our fears, in cafe of ~moraL EVIL, in-
clude the terrible reverfe of the abov  (viz.) pungent horrors of mind,
with fhame, blufhes, and felf-contemp : diffatisfaétion arifing from felf-
contempt and flings of confcience, with bitter remorfe and foreboding
horrors ¢ fickne(s of body, painful difeafes, and bad fpirits : contempt

and
Rr
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You fee in this divine book all the paffions
and {prings of motion addrefled with the moft
vivid fire, force, and tendernefs.

Fear of evil, and horror at the lofs of all
good, are touched by the tremendous threaten-
ings of Gonb. Hope of good, yea, a lively
hope of all good, is excited by the promifes, the
exceeding great and precious promifes of the
gofpel. Gratitude is touched into the higheft
tone, by a fenfe of the intenfe and generous
love of Chrift to us, who was an utter ftranger
to us, and yet he loved us we were in the
meaneflt ftate, and yet he loved us—we were of
the moft worthlefs characters, and yet he loved
us yea, we were vile, deteftable, and horrid
charaers, and yet he loved us—yea, farther,
and more horrid ftill, we were bitter enemies to
Gop, and yet he loved us. If fuch generous and
unparalled love will not touch the fprings of
| gratitude,

and difgrace amongft mankind : the averfion and difdain of wife and
honeft men: vexations and lofles in outward affairs : a defpair of the
kind concurrence of divine providence, and an expetation of the frowns
of Gop, with a dread of greater evils and werfe events, as the natural
and moral confequences of a bad heart and profligate manners before
Gop and mankind ; with many more horrible calamities which do ufually
attend on vice; and many of them, without fail, pur{ue the finner.

The »UTURE saNcTIoNs of the law of nature, are the rewards and
punifhments referved in an after ftate,—See Grovz's Explanation and
Proof of the Law of Nature. Moral Philof, vol. 2.

W.B. Thefe are fine fentiments, and grounded in reafon, juftice, and
truth : but, alas! how weak and inefficacious are all the fan&ions of the
light and law of nature, when compared with the bright and powerful
motives of DIVINE REVELATION !
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gratitude, we have fo life of grace in us,.—Here
are motives addrefled to ambition, glory, fhame,
intereft, and pleafure, in the moft tender and
prudent manner, and fuch as will not fail to
reach the great end, if we have the heart, the
life, and fpirit of true chriftians. But thefe
glorious and fublime motives muft be difplayed
more at large in another part of this work.

This glorious volume of Gop furnithes the
ftrongeft corpiaLs and moft generous suPPORTS
under all the TrousLes of life, (viz.) poverty,
ficknefs, the lofs of friends, and the malice of
enemies.

Gob fupplies his worft enemies with good, and
will he ftarve his beft friends in our world ¢ He
employs all his angels to wait on the lealt
chriftian, and will he not fupply his real wants ?
He has given a thoufand aflurances of temporal
bleflings, and will he withold thofe bleflings till
time with us fhall be no longer? He has fup-
plied all his people, in all paft ages, for thoufands
of years: he cloaths his people with a divine and
infinite righteoufnefs : he feeds his people with
the fleth and blood of his fon, which is meat and
drink indeed : he has given the foul, the im-
mortal foul of his fon for our redemption : he
makes our bodies the temples of the holy Spirit :
from all eternity he has put our perfons, with our
grace and glory, into the hands of Chrift: he

Rra2 will
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will give us a city paved with gold, and gates
made of {olid pearls : he has fettled on us a moft
glorious and eternal kingdom, an unbounded
empire: he has faved us already from the powers
of darknefs and eternal fire: he has given us a
rich experience of his boundlefs goodnefs in this
life: we have talted the infinite fweetnefs and
good that is mn Chrift Jefus, and the prefent in-
timations of his love: he fpeaks out his friendly
cautions, FEAR NOT, above forty times : his voice
in his promifes is clear, tender, warm, and pa-
thetic: he gives us a clear profpet of eternal
life : and Gop has given himfelf to us, in his glo-
rious exiftence and perfeftions, without referve,
all confirmed with his folemn oath; and will he
deny us temporal fupplies ?

ConsoraTiows againft the TERRORS of DEATH,
arc moft glorioufly furnithed by divine revela-
tion.

Decath 15 the king of terrors, and the terror of
kings : ’us the moft terrible of all terribles,
Wherever this horvid moniter comes he ftagnates
the movements of the blood—drives the breath
out of the lungs—deftroys all fenfation in the
nerves—puts an entire ftop to all voluntary mo-
tion==tears the foul and body afunde —com-
mands the man to leave the world, and all his
friends and fweeteft enjoyments—turns the body
to rottenneis and athes=—{ummons the foul to

appear
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appear before the great Gop in an invifible world
~declares the good or bad qualities of the heart
—{cals up the charaéter of all men~—and bids us
enter into a valt eternity, with the exercife of all

our thinking powers, in a new way of perception
and fenfation.

Consoration 1s the relief of the mind under
any trouble or perplexity, by the prefence and
tafte of a coop which fhall outballance all the
EVILS we feel or fear.

The gofpel opens to our view the moft glorious
confiderations to {fupport the foul in the approach-
es and profpects of death,

Revelation teaches us to think often of death
in every point of view—to expet death every
day, yea, every hour ; and that the time and man-
ner of our death are entirely in the hands of Gop
every moment. It commands us to take off ocur
affetions from the fond love of the fpirit, plea-
fures, and manners of the world; it teaches us
powerfully to hate and forfake all fin, and purfue
the life and power of godlinefs; and allures and
perfuades us to repofe ourfelves on Gop’s fatherly
providence every hour,

This immortal book affures us that Gop will
be with us, by his sprriT and PRESENCE, in our

mofit gricvous agontes and ftruggles with death :
he will come into the foul and abide with us by

a prefence



