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againft him : and let me obferve, that, of all the
fins which provoke Gop to pour out his curfes
on an individual, or a city, or a nation, there is
none equal in guilt to the fin of infidelity, or

the rejection of the Lorp Jefus and his glorious
golpel.

Gop never cheats us with lies; or by flattering
words and fair {peeches, raifing our hopes and
defires too high; or, by cold, dry words and
haughty referves, and dark, diftant expreffions,
finking our expeftations too low : but he wifely
adjufts his promifes to our real wants ; and, like
a tender and affettionate father, gives us a
moft free, full, and fair account of all the tem-
poral, fpiritual, and eternal bleflings we may ex-
pe&t from him: and we may be confident of what
I would ftile,

An ardent and combined application of all the
perfections of Gop, in order to the actual execu-
tion of all his defigns, and the fleady fulfilment
of all his purpofes and promifes, without any
ftated referves, or allowed exceptions for one
fingle moment. Sincerity animates him in the
whole extent of his wife conduét and glorious
adminiftration : he will not deceive us in one in-
ftance. For Gop to {peak contrary to his fenfe
of things, or repugnant to truth fhining in his
mind, and with a defign to deceive, would be a
wilful lye; it would be an outrage on his very

nature,
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nature, a violation of the inward fentiments of
his heart, a force, even to violence, put upon the
inclinations of his pure and holy foul.

As Gop is animated by fincerity, and ardently
altuated by a moft mighty.and infinite love of
truth ; and as he is intirely direted by faithful-
nefs as his eternal law ; therefore he cannot pre-
tend to friendthip where he has none, nor make
promifes of kindnefs where none is intended ;
nor can he act a falfe or unfriendly part after his
promifes are made, and his profeffions of love
and regard are publifhed and brought home ta
his people’s hearts.  Gop never declares one
word more of friendfhip than he really feels for
that foul to whom he fpeaks; and he {corns to
flatter men or angels even for a fingle moment.

He difdains to make pretenfions of friendfhip
on purpofe to deceive, or to have an advantage
over us, to impofe upon us, to feduce us, to cheat,
difappoint, and vex our fouls, as artful men and
deceitful devils always do, on purpofe to ruin the
objeéts of their fatal and ruinous {eduction.

He abhors, with all the intenfe hatred of a
Gonp, to ufe crafty infinuations and foft fpeeches
to enfnare us: his infinite fincerity, his ardent
integrity of heart, urges him to do nothing, to
fay nothing, to think nothing, but what is fair
and open, free, friendly, and faithful, that will

bear the light of heaven and the fevereft {crutiny
of



[ 265 ]

of men and angels. He ufes none but fair and
open dealings in all his aétions, and tranfattions
with the whole world of mankind.

Gop fpeaks very ferioufly, very earneftly, and
very warmly too, whenever he fpeaks at all,
either to faints or finners, to friends or foes: he
leaves no man at a lofs for his meaning, and
what he will do for him if he is a friend of Gop,
and what he will do moft dreadfully againft him
if he fhall be found an enemy: he fpeaks in the
flaming fire of love in every word of promife,
and in the ardent fire of wrath in every word of
his threatenings to the wicked and ungodly.

All thefe views fhould give us the higheft
veneration for the infpired Scriptures of Gop, a
mighty and unbounded confidence in his pro-
mifes, and a moft vigorous and perpetual imita-
tion of his inflexible INTEGRITY and inviolable

faithfulnefs.
RECOLLECTTION.

Let us, my dear reader, ftand ftill for a few
moments, and review the ground we have trod :
tis delightful ground ; ’tis the foil of Paradife;
’tis the garden of Gob: they are the fields of
beauty and joy we have travelled over, and the
profpett is pleafant and lovely whether we look
backward or forward, or all around. We may
fay with delight and wonder, O! how great is

L1 thy
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thy goodnefs, and how great is thy beauty.
Zech. ix. 17. How excellent is thy loving
kindnefs, O ! Gop ; thercfore the children of
men put their truft under the fhadow of thy
wings. Pf. xxxvi. 7. O! the depth of the
riches both of the wifdom and goodnefs of
Goo. Rom. x1. 33.

We have confidered what are the wants and
withes of an immortal foul, that knows its own
higheft and eternal intereft and happinefs, and
have found that it confifts in a clear and familiar
acquaintance with Gop, in a fpecial knowledge
of his attributes, in large and comprehenfive prof-
pe&ts of Gop, and in deep and durable impref-
fions of his lovely perfe&ions on our minds, in
order to produce in us the very beft affections
towards him, the utmoft confidence in his power
and faithfulnefs, the moft profound fubmiffion
to his dominion, and the moft cordial and cheer-
ful obedience to his laws.

We have drawn out the fcriptural character of
this moft fublime and glorious being, and have
proceeded to fhew, how he has made a moft
aftonifhing advancement on his own charalter in
the redemption of the church by the Lorp Jefus
Chrift. We have taken new profpets of the ex-
quifite wifdom and prudence of Gop in contriving
our redemption—the unfathomable goodnefs of
Gop in giving Chrift—the holinefs of Gop in

5 fixing
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fixing the order and beautifying the whole work
of falvation—the juftice of Gob in punithing fin,
and becoming the guardian of this falvation,
We have feen that the justice of Gop is an
ardent and immutable regard to the rights of the
divine nature, with a determined refolution to
preferve thofe rights inviolate to eternity : and in
the redemption of man, we have viewed divine
juftice as thining out in its brighteft terror and
glory. We have taken a fweet and charming
profpect of the fincerity of Gop, as it confifts ia
the upright intention of his heart to {peak the
truth, the clear and naked words of truth-=in
the determinate inclinations of his will to exert
his perfections agreeably to his words of promife
and threatening, and his intire felf-confiftency of
charaéer, {corning all duplicity of cenduét, and
always acting with the dignity of a Gop.

And now, my dear reader, if you are a true
chriftian, let me invite you to join with me in
an alt of joy and triumph in this moft lovely
and adorable Gop. He has made himfelf over
to us in thofe glorious words, which are a com-
pendium of the covenant of grace :—1 will be to
you a Gop, and ye fhall be to me a people,
Heb. viii. 10. And what doth thefe precious
words include, my dear chriftian brother ? what
are the delightful contents of this fundamental
promife of the new covenant? Let me attempt

L1z to
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to {pread abroad the fenfe of them in the follow-
ing expofition. His fpiritual nature is fuited to
our {pirits ; his immutability is the fecurity of
our happinefs ; his eternity is the duration of our
felicity ; his omniprefence is our conftant and
fociable friend ; his life and omnipotence is the
life and ftrength of our minds; his omnifcience
is our watchful and kind overfeer; his wifdom
is our conftant guide; his goodnefs our inex-
hauftible treafure; his grace covers all our un-
worthinefs ; his mercy pardons all our guilt; his
love 1s the light and joy of our hearts; his pa-
tience fpares our comforts and our lives; his
holinefs is the fountain of our fanétification; his
juftice 1s the guardian of our rights, and the
avenger of our injuries; his fincerity i1s the bafis
of all our hopes; and his veracity and faithful-
nefs are the everlafling fecurity of our eternal
falvation! What a Gop is this, my friend! and
what ground have we for habitual love to him,
and habitval joy in him, as our own covenant
Gob for ever and ever !

Thus far we haye advanced in our DEMONSTR 4~
Tion of the divine Infpiration of the Scriptures,
from the firt grand fource of evidence, (viz.)
the goodnefs of the doctrines, laws, and pro-
mifes, contained in the Scriptures ; and I truft we
have made good our ground as we go on. But,
let it be obferved, my appeal is chiefly to the

wife
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wile and ferious chriftian, who is the beft judge
of the force of this glorious and fublime argu-
ment: at the fame time I would wifh to elevate
the minds of younger chriftians to more enlarged
profpects of our holy religion ; and I fear not to
fay, likewife, to enable them to ftand the fierceft
fhocks of infidelity, bid defiance to all ridicule,
and triumph over all oppofition from earth and
hell—Review, my friends, again and again, the
nature of Infpiration, and this convincing evidence
of its reality : and let me proceed to obferve,
that the argument is far from being exhaufted;
we muft, therefore, refume the confideration of
it, and carry on the demonftration with farther de-
grees of light and evidence: ’tis a theme worthy
of the eternal contemplation of angels, and tis
a fubject that has the higheft and happieft ten-
dency to dignify our underftandings, to give
ftrength and life to our recolleftive powers, to
fpread a facred warmth and fire through all our
beft affeltions, to infpire a deep. fatisfaltion and
peace into our coniciences, and fix our hearts with
an unfhaken attachment to our divine mafter, and
fire us with a zeal for his glory, immortal as our
exiftence. Let us then, my deareft friends, ad-
drefs ourfelves afreth to thefe objet of wonder
and beauty, and plunge our fouls, with un-
bounded rapture, into this unfathomable ocean

of truth and love, revealed in the glorious gof-

pel of the blefied Gop
In
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In this {acred volume we {ee the loft profpects
of Gop’s RELATIONS 1O OUr wORLD, and to MAN,
reftored and aflerted 1n the moft clear and ex-
preflive language, Gop 15 declared to be the
maker of the world., In the beginning Gop
created the heavens and the earth., Gen.i. Thou
haft created all things, and for thy pleafure they
are and were created, Rev, iv. 11. Thou haft
made heaven, the heaven of heavens with all
their hoft, the earth and feas, and all things that
are therein, and thou preferveft them all, and the
hoft of heaven worfhippeth thee. Neh. 1x. 6.
And Gop faid, let us make man in our image.
Gen. 1. 26. The Lozp Gob formed man out of
the duft of the ground, and breathed into his
noftrils the breath of life; and man became a
living foul. Gen. 1. 7. All fouls are mine.
Ezek, xviit. 4. The fouls which I have made.
Tiai. Ivii. 16, He formeth the {pirit of man
within him. Zech. xii. 1. There is a {piritin
man, and the infpiration of the Almighty giveth
underftanding. Job xxxii. 8. The {pirit of Gop
hath made me, and the breath of the Almighty
hath given me life. wxxxiii. 4. The Lozp hath

ade all things for himfelf. Prov. xvi. 4. The
judge of all the earth. Gen. xviil. 25. For of
bim as the efficient caufe, and through bim as the
preferving and direfting caufe, and 7o bim as the
final caufe, are all things, to whom be glory for

CVEY,



ever. Amen. Rom. xi. 36. Thus vou fee Gop
is the creator, the owner, governor, and judge,
of all mankind; and thefe relations of Gop to
the world and to man are difplayed in the
ftrongeft Light in the holy Scriptures: we are
here affured, that in his hand our breath is, and
his are all our fouls and ways ; and him we ought
to glorify as the laft end of the whoie creation,
and the higheft end of man,

You {ce here the original perrections and
sEAUTIES Of the sour of the firft man painted in
ftrong and lively colours, as made upright and
after the image of Gopb, as confifting in know-
ledge, holy difpofitions of heart, and pure affec.
tions of love, and intenfe delight in his creator,
You fee bere defcribed, in the moft awful man-
ner, the ORIGINAL APOSTACY, TREASON, and
REBELLION of the firft parents of mankind. By
one man fin cntered into the world, and death by
fin; and fo death hath pafifed upon all men: for
in him (i. e. Adam) all have finned. Rom. v. 132,
Man is covered with ignorance and darknefs in
his underftanding ; the death of fin is in all his
powers ; he is obftinate and perverfe in his dif
pofitions towards Gop ; his carnal mind s enmity
againft Gop ; * vitiated and corrupted in his con-
{cience ; and under the dominion of fin in hjs
thoughts, volitions, and affections. The thoughes

of

* See Charnock’s awful difcourfe on Man's Enmity to Gen. 8vo.
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of his heart only evil all the day. Gen. vi. 5.
(Heb.) Without ftrength, and ungodly. Rom. 5.
And we are all children of wrath, even as others,
Ephef, ii. 3.—In this facred book the cleareft
difcoveries are made of the great evil of fin, and
of that wickednefs and corruption of all kinds in
which mankind are univerfally involved; and the
confequence of this muft have been, that, when
they were thoroughly convinced of the evil of
their horrid ways, a fenfe of their aggravated
guilt would fill them with awful thoughts of the
divine vengeance juftly due to them for their
manifold offences,

It pleafed Gop, therefore, in his fovereign
grace and wifdom, {o to order it, that the cos-
PEL DISPENSATION opened with a free and glorious
proclamation of pardoning mercy. Men were
affured, that, upon their returning to Gop,
through Jefus Chrift, the great faviour, whom
he had provided, by a humble faith and fincere
repentance, their paft iniquities fhould be for-
given them; they fhould be received into the
divine favour, and admitted to the moft glorious
hopes and PRIVILEGES: at the {ame time, the
moft holy and excellent laws and precepts were
given them, for inftructing and direéting them in
their duty. And Gop condefcended to deal with
them in the way of a gracious covenant, which
contained the moft clear and exprefs promifes of

eternal
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eternal life and happinefs.—~See Dr. Leland’s
admirable work, intituled, The Advantage and
Neceflity of the Chriftian Revelation. 2 vols.
4t0. 1764. Vol. 2. p. 256.

‘This glorious and immortal book, in the laft
and beft difpenfation of the gofpel, fhews us the
goodnefs of Gop burfting out all at once with a
flood of grace and glory, from the very bot-
tom of his heart, towards loft mortals : the mi-
niftry of Chrift and his apoftles opened itfelf
with the difcovery of the higheft wonders in the
univerfe, even the deep and eternal love of Gop
to miferable mankind finners. We have here
ideas of things paft in eternity beyond the verge
of reafon; we have ideas of invifible objelts,
now prefent, beyond the reach of the natural
underftanding ; and we are furnithed with ideas
of objects and tranfations invifible and future,
beyond the bounds and extent of reafon, on pur-
pofe to elevate, dignify, and improve the mind of
man with new views of Gop to eternity.

But, my dear reader, we muft break off this
Contemplation in this place, that it may not be
difproportionate to the reft, and refume it in the
next.~I truft you will agree with me in this

R EM A R K.
‘That we have already brought our demonftra-
tion to fuch an iffue, that every perfon who fhall

read the three laft Contemplations with attention
No. VII. M m and
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and common fenfe, muft, if he has any integrity,
acknowledge, that the Scriprures are not the in-
vention of men, but muft be given by Infpiration
from Gob; and, confequently, chriftianity is true,
and a divine revelation. Indeed, my reader, if
this be not acknowledged, you muft renounce
your underftanding, abandon all pretenfions to
reafon, and commence a brute for life.

Sele@ BO O K S on the Subje& of this
CONTEMPLATION,

1, The Rxr1cion of JEsus DELINEATED, 4t0. 1726. By the
cxcellent Mr. John Reynolds.—~~This is fuch a lovely difplay of the
beauty and excellence of the chriftian religion, that I have no words to ex-
prefs my fenfe of its worth : if my readers have not feen it, they have a
moft exquifite fatisfaction yet to come.

2. Dr. John Leland in his view of the Deiftical Writers, Vol. 1. 3vo,
=~-Towards the clofe he has given us fuch a beautiful picture in miniature
of the chriftian religicn, as will pleafe every man of fenfe and true tafle if
he thall read it over athoufand times.

4. Andin his laft and greateft work, ftiled, The Advantage and Neceflity
of the Chriftian Revelation, vel. 2. part 2. chap. 13. he has given us 2
view of the excellencies of chriftianity on a larger fcale, and ’tis carried on
with unutterable fpirit, fervour, and beauty, for near 4o pages together,
in the quarto edition j and, while it does honour to revelation, gives us, at
the fame time, a charming view of the goodnefs and beauty of the do&or’s
heart !

4. If my reader defires farther edification and pleafure from this en-
chanting theme, let him read Dr. Doddridge’s preface ta the 3d volume of
the Family Expofitor; Hervey’s Rhapfody on the Bleflings of the Gofpel,
dialogue 37; and Mr. John Brine’s Sermon on the Glory of the Gofpel,
preached at Kettering, May 23, 1762,
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A CONTEMPLATION

ON THE

GOODNESS ano BEAUTY

s C R 1 P T U R E

On BeauTry and Taste.—~The ScrirTUrES give
us an aftonithing prospecT of the divine and
infinite saTisracTioN of CarisT.~—Of his
glorious RiGHTEOUSNESs for our JusTIFICA-
T10oN.—Of vital union with Ceri1sST.~—~ADOP-
rioN and sanNcTIFICATION.—Of the assisTAN-
ces of the HoLy SpiriT.—The ScripTURES en-
force, beautify, and enlarge the Law of wa-
TURE 3 and give us moft ftriking EviDENCES of
the tmMmorTALITY of the souL.~—The moft
noble and divine morives addrefled to the
beft spriNGs of action in the souL; and
point out the moft glorious EMPLOYMENT in
coop works all through vire.~—~We have here
the moft lovely ExampLES of HoLINESS and a
generous TEMPER.—T'he richeft and ftrongeft
consoLaTIONs under the troubles of Lirs, and
againft the TErRrROrRs of pEaTH.~——We have
here the moft unbounded scenEks of the TERr-
RORS and GLORIES of the RESURRECTION of the

DEAD 3
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prap; the laft jupomENT; with the final
sTATE of MISERY and HAPPINESS Of MANKIND
in ETERNITY.~The nature of MiRAcCLES, with
a view of the principal MIRACLES of the oLD
and NEw TESTAMENT, as a firiking EVIDENCE
of their piviNE INSPIRATION.

E have already obferved, that the goodnefs

of the doétrine of Scripture confifts in its

fitnefs to remove all our fin and mifery, and to

prepare us for happinefs in the knowledge, re-

femblance, and fruition of Gop. We hope that

fomething has been done in the laft Contempla-

tion to evince this truth.  We fhall new refume

that delightful fubjet : but permit us firft to {ay
a few words on BEAUTY and TASTE.

BrauTy is that quality in objets which ex-
cites love.

Beauty is of various kinds. Thus there is a
beauty in the vifible heavens and the earth; a
beauty in the various creatures below man; a
beauty in our own fpecies ; a beauty of perfon,
of countenance, voice, temper, manners, and be-
haviour ; a beauty in virtue and the graces of the
heart ; a beauty in thoughts, expreflions, and
eloquence ; and what is the higheft beauty of
all, a beauty in the di{coveries and truths of the
Scripture. The final caufe of intelle€ual and
moral beauty is to raife agreeable ideas in the
mind, and to attach our fouls inviolably and

eternally
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eternally to Gop, who is the fupreme beauty as
well as the final caufe of our immortal fouls.

TasTE is a power of receiving pleafure from
the beauties of nature and divine revelation.

Tafte is an internal, ftrong, active power,
feelingly alive to every fine impulfe of truth,
goodnefs, and beauty ; with a quick and keen
difguft at every objed that appears eviL, de-

formed, bafe, and indecent, and fit to do us
hurt *,

Tafte is a clear, lively, and diftiné perception
of all the beauty, truth, and juftnefs of the
thoughts and expreflions which compofe a dif-
courfe or treatife: it diftinguithes what is con-
formable to eloquence and propriety in every
charadter, and fuitable in different circumftances ;
and whilft, with a delicate and exquifite fagacity,
it notes the graces, turns, manners, and expref-
fions meft likely to pleafe, it perceives all the
defeCts which produce the contrary effe@®, and
diftinguithes precifely wherein thofe defeéts and
blemithes confift, and how far they are removed
from the ftrit rules of eloguence and the real
beauties of nature.

This happy faculty of tafte is a kind of natural
reafon, wrought up to perfeftion by a refined
education,

® Read Mr, Addifon’s admirable papers on Imagination and Tafte.

Vol. 6. No. 411.—421. And Dr. Akenfide on the Pleafures of Imagina~
tion, in three parts, 8vo,
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education, clofe attention, and thought; by
lively converfe with the wifeft of mankind; and,
above all, by a lively converfe with the great
friend and teacher of man, the only wife Gop,
our faviour. *

This good tafte is not confined to literature
it takes in, alfo, all {fciences and branches of
knowledge. It confifts, therefore, in a certain,
juft, and exaét difcernment, which points out to
us, in each of the branches of knowledge, what-
ever is moft curious, beautiful, and ufeful; what-
ever is moift effential, fuitable, or neceflary to
thofe who apply to it; how far, confequently, we
thould carry the ftudy of it; what ought to be
removed from it; and what deferves a particular
application and preference before the reft,

RoLriN, p. 51.

In the facred Scriptures we have objects full
of grandeur to aftonifth, newnefs to furprize, and
beauty to excite love, and to pleafe the moft cor-
re¢t, {fublime, and devotional tafte; we will pro-
ceed to view fome farther difcoveries of divine
revelation, which dignify the underftanding, and

fpread life and joy through all the powers of the
foul.

In this glorious volume you fee captives to an
almighty conqueror, refcued by a divine and in-

finite

* Read Rollin's Reflettions on a good Tafte, in his admirable Method
of Study. Vol. 1. p. 4£.=53. Eng. edit. 12mo,
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finite redemption, paid by an almighty redeemer :
you fee rebels and traitors reconciled to their
glorious and offending fovercign by the divine
and infinite facrifice of an holy and heavenly
prieft : you fee guilty criminals faved from the
juft fentence of an inexorable judge, by the
punifhment of a divine furety, who has made a
real and PERFECT sATISFAcTION to the effential
juftice of Gop.

You fee a p1vINE and INFINITE RIGHTEOUSNESS
prepared and provided by Gop himfelf, and placed
to our account * for our pardon and juftification ;
and in this alt we fee Gop acting, at one and the
fame moment, as a moft awful judge, and a moft
amiable father towards his dear children.

You fee all pride in our righteoufnefs fcorned
and demolithed, and all prefumprion on the
goodnefs and grace of Gop, without the right
ufe of the means and the praétice of holinefs
and good works, cut off from every man in the
world who fhall pretend to call himfelf a chriftian.
Shall we continue in fin, that grace may abound ?

Gop forbid !
You

* The Greek verb which we render impute, has four fenfes, viz. to
think of—to judge—to reafon with——and to impute or place to account:
and all thefe fenfes may be admitted, with great propriety, in Gop’s aét
of juftifying a finner by the divine and infinite righteoufne(s of Chrift ;
for he thought of it with delight—he judged it fit for us—he reafoned
with his juftice and holinefs concerning it=and he places it to our accoust
as our juftifying righteoufnefs,

Nn



