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bleflings 5 and at the fame time teaches us to
work by love, and bring forth the richeft fruits
of righteoufnefs, which are by Jefus Chrift, to
the praife and glory of Gono.

You fee here the wifdom of Gop in the free
and full proclamation of this falvation, as an ac
of the moft boundlefs goodnefs, and in the moft
winning addrefles to men, in order to apply this
falvation to their immortal fouls, in the fveeteft
methods of rational perfuafion and attra&ive
love.

You fee the coopnEess of Gop, in all its me-
ridian {plendor and beauty, beam forth in our re-
demption. Gop’s inclinations and ative powers
are all influenced by goodnefs, and terminate in
contriving and accomplithing the recovery of loft
man to an unbounded happinefs in the fruition
of Gop. *

You fee goodnefs the original fpring of our
whole falvation, and you fee here an higher de-
gree of goodnefs to man than was fhewn to the
fallen, or even to the ftanding angels ; nay, higher
ftill; here are greater difplays of goodnefs than
were manifefted, for a time, to the Son of Gop
himfelf,

You fee here the pureft and moft intenfe good-
nefs forming the firft refolution to redeem. This
is fuch a miracle of goodnefs, that it is above all
admiration, ’tis more than unfpeakable, *tis more
than full of glory ! You

* See Charnock on Goodnefs,
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You fee here the loft profpets of infinite good-
#efs reftored and enlarged unexpreflibly beyond
what man in innocence ever faw with all the powers
of his bright underftanding. Thofe profpects of
the good and amiable nature of Gop were dread-
fully withdrawn on man’s vile apoftacy, but are
now reftored with a thoufand-fold advantage, to
the wonder and joy of men and angels !

You fee here Gop giving us a greater gift than
all worlds, in fending his own fon to redeem us:
you fee him given to refcue us by death of the
moft dreadful kind, and exalted and honoured
for his humiliation and difgrace in aéting and
fuffering for us!

How marvelloufly does this goodnefs appear,
confidering the firft a¢t of treafon and revolt from
Gop, and man’s black ingratitude and rebellion
ever fince. He could have fallen no lower at firft
unlefs he had fallen into hell; and the temper
and conduét of mankind, in all ages, hath been
an avowal of the firft horrible offence.

You {ee higher wonders ftill : the unutterable
goodnefs of Gop in the very higheft advancement
of our nature in Chrift, after it had {o dreadfully
affronted his infinite majefty ; and likewife in
dignifying our perfons with the moft endearing
and honourable union to his eternal Son, as our
vital head. This aftonithing conduét of Gop
appears to be the uttermoft exertion of Gob’s

unfathomable
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unfathomable love and grace; it puts the very
higheft honour on our fouls and bodies ; it raifes
them to fuch a dignity and glory as exceeds all
the powers of language to exprefs, or the minds
of angels to conceive: and if we add the con-
fideration of the adoption of our perfons to be
the fons and daughters of Gop, what can we fay ?
but O ! the depth of the wifdom, and knowledge,
and goodnefs of Gop !

In this moft glorious and aftonifhing falvation,
you fee ftill farther the goodnefs of Gop in its
meridian or noon-tide fplendor and beauty in this
point of view, (viz.) Gop reftores us to a more
excellent ftate of holinefs and dignity than man
had in innocence at his firft creation ! We have
a more intenfe unton with Gop, a more vivid
image of Gop ftamped upon our fouls, a brighter
refemblance of all Goo’s moral perfections; and
what is richer flill, we have the infallible dura-
tion of this holinefs fecured to us beyond a
fecond forfeiture and lefs : we have a more
boundlefs and durable felicity than man poflefied
in Paradife, and an eternity of empire in Gop,
as lafting as his nature and immortal life.

Gop’s rational and fweet perfuafions of man
to receive and poffefs all this happinefs are equal
to his unutterable love in providing it. Here
goodnefs fhines in its brighteft radiance and
attractive charms,

In
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In the redemption of mankind we fee the bright
and burning noLINEss of Gop fhine out with the
utmoft fplendor and beauty.* Never did the
fhining purity of Gop’s perfettions flame out
with fuch dazzling glory as in the falvation of
finners by the Lorp Jesuvs Curist. Here we
fec the eternal confcioufnefs that Gop has of his
own dignity and excellence, which fills him with
an infinite zeal for his own majefty, dominion,
and glory. Here we fee the radiant brightnefs
of the divine eflence, and his invariable diflike of
all moral impurity and diforder in his empire, and
his keeneft hatred of all the violations of the
order and beauty prefcribed in his hely law,
Here we f{ee, that as power is his arm, omni-
fcience his eye, mercy his bowels, and eternity
his duration, fo holinefs is the beanty and life of
Gop : and as fincerity is the life and luftre of
every grace in a chriftian, fo purITY is the life
and fplendor of every attribute in Gop. With-
out holinefs his patience would be an indulgence
in fin, his mercy a fondnefs, his wrath a madnefs,
his power a tyranny, his wifdom an unworthy
craft, his juftice a cruelty ; but his holinefs gives
a decorum and beauty to all his perfections, and
renders him incapable of acting unlike a Gob.
*Tis the enlivening {pirit which {preads a glory
and order through them all—’tis the crown
and glory of the Godhead——"'tis the life of

all

* Sce Charnock on Holine$.
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all Gop’s decrees, and the brightnefs of all his
attions. Nothing is thought of or decreed by
him ; nothing is ated by him; nothing is de-
clared, propofed, promifed, threatened, or fore-
told by him in his word, but what is worthy the
dignity, and becoming the honour of this attri-
bute. His law is fpiritual and holy in the higheft
degree, reaching to the very eflence, life, and
powers of the foul, and all the inward bents, in-
clinations, and actings of the heart. 'This law
prefcribes bounds to the {pirits of men, obliging
them to inward conformity to it in all their mo-
tions and affeCtions. Not a fingle motion of a
thought, nor the quality of a thought, nor the
property and circumftance of a thought, in the
foul of man, but falls under the cognizance of
this fpiritual, extenfive, and immutable law.
A d in the fufferings of Chrift, who was made
under the law, and who redeemed us from the
curfe of the law, being made a curfe for us,
Gal. iii. 13. we fee the holinefs of Gop thine
out with a brighter luftre than it had done before
for four thoufand years in all the terrible judg-
ments of Gob en the guilty nations and empires
of the world.

Gop had an ardent and infinite defire to have
his holinefs honoured to the uttermoft, in the
fufferings and death of his fon; and his holy
nature fthone out brighter on the crofs than had

| been
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been fhewn in heaven amongft the holy angels
for thoufands of years. And we may go a flep
farther, and affirm, that in this method of RE-
pEMPTION by the death of the Son of Gon, his
holinefs in the moft intenfe hatred of fin appears
to be valued above all his other glorious per-
fettions. Yes, farther, it appeared for a time
to be valued above Chrift himfelf ; and what 13
ftill more aftonithing, if poflible, Chrift appears
to have valued the holinefs of Gop above his
own life, blood, and charalter: yea, farther, he
was willing to have his own divinity eclipfed for
a time, that Gon’s holinefs might fhine out with
the brighter blaze in the hatred and punifhment
of fin. The holinefs of Gop had powerful
reafons for not being negle&ted in the falvation
of finful man ; and it is an awful truth, but we
muft exprefs it, if Gop had not fhewn fuch zeal
for his own purity, he would have concealed and
defpifed his own life, and have looked like 2
finner to eternity.

The justice of Gop fhines wonderfully in our
redemption.  Divine juftice is a certain and pe-
culiar manifeftation of his holinefs in the govern-
ment of his rational creatures ; by which, as the
fupreme law-giver, he prefcribes equal and fit
laws; and as the fupreme judge, he difpenfes
equal rewards and juft punifhments.

Gop alone is fit to fill and manage fo great a

province
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province as that of giving laws to the whole
world of fouls and angels. There is none like
unto thee, O! king of nations. Jer. x. 6, 7.
His prefervation of all things every moment, and
his determining our rational exiftence, powers,
altions, and happinefs, from moment to moment,
with the profufion of bleflings he beftows every
minute of our life, give him a juft title to abfo-
lute dominion over all: and his glorious per-
fettions of wifdom, power, holinefs, and juftice,
do not only fit him for government, but muft
make his rule over us the moft defirable and de-
lightful to all who underftand their own intereft
and happinefs. His dominion over us, and in
our fouls, is the moft rational, lovely, beautiful,
and endearing government that men or angels can
conceive or defire to eternity. °Tis the trueft and
fweeteft intereft of man chearfully to obey his
Gop : and no man can break the bounds of
Gopo’s law till he adts in dire&t contradi&ion to
his very foul, and he muft be guilty of a mad
outrage on all his beft powers and interefts for
eternity. ¥ 'Thefe are thoughts that deferve our
utmoft attention in every minute of our life,

In our redemption we fee the Son of Gop
yielding the moft perfect affent of underftanding,
and confent of will, to the holinefs and juftice of
the nature of Gop ; and freely and fully reftoring

all

# Sec Halyburton®s Great Concern, 12m0.
Ii2
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all the rights of Gop, which finners had violently
and infolently taken away. And we fee the juft
Gob, for four thoufand years before his death,
admitting no fouls to happinefs but upon the
credit of a payment in blood, even the blood of
the Son of Gop.

Not the foul of a patriarch, of a prophet, of
a great king, of a great ftatefman, who faced
lions; and heroes who dared the flames for Gop:
nor apoftles and martyrs, rolled and dipped in
their own blood, could procure the leaft accept-
ance with divine holinefs and juftice, or admiffion
into the glory of heaven, but on the bond and
oath, and payment in blood of the Lord Jefus.

And we may proceed {till farther and fee the
tremendous and adorable Gop preferring the
glory of his juftice above the difplay of love to
his eternal fon. It appeared for a time, that
Gop’s affection and zeal for his own juflice ex-
ceeded his efteem and value for his divine and
glorious Son; and Chrift appeared to have a
greater love for Gob’s juftice than he had for his
own foul, charaéter, and blood.

What objeéts are thefe revealed in this moft
gloricus and immortal volume! Who can for
one moment believe, or with patience endure to
hear that thefe are cunningly-devifed fables,
invented by bad men to put a cheat upon the
world ! No, firs, thefe are the wonderful dif-

coveries
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coveries of the boundlefs wifdom and love of
Gop to perithing mortals, to ftrike all the
paffions of fear, hope, gratitude, pleafure, am-
bition, and glory, with the moft perfuafive and
commanding energy.

O! my dear fellow chriftians, how fhould you
love Gep, and habitually rejoice in your dear
redeemer for the grand difcoveries he has made
of the divine perfections, above all that men or
angels could ever imagine !

How has Chrift recovered, reftored, and en-
larged the loft profpets of Gob’s juftice and
goodnefs, mercy, grace, and truth, to men on
earth and angels in heaven, beyond what was
known for thoufands of years before ; yea, be-
yond what will be known of Gobp’s juftice in the
conflagration of our world, and the damnation
of devils and wicked men to eternity !

Here his whole name appears compleat ;
Nor wit can guefs, nor reafon prove,
Which of the letters beft is writ,
The power, the juftice, or the love,
Dr. WarTs.

The siNcerITY and FarTHFULNESS of Gob in
our REDEMPTION fhines out through heaven and
earth with the brighteft luftre.  Gob is the moft
fincere being in the upright intentions of his
heart ; he is determined never to deceive his

creatures :
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creatures : he is a being of infinite veracity, in
fpeaking his real fenfe and thoughts of all things
which concern himfelf and his creatures: he is a
being of infinite faithfulnefs in his conduét, as his
altions are conformable to his upright intentions,
and the declarations of his words :—fo that the
whole idea of the divine sincERITY confifts in the
upright intentions of his heart, the declarations
of his mouth, the operation of his attributes, and
the felf-confiftency of his conduét and charaéter,
without the leaft degree of duplicity or fickle-
nefs in his whole deportment in time or to all
eternity.

Gop is fincere by nature and principle, and
not only by intereft : for Gop, to be fincere, is
to be and to appear the fame thing, to {corn all
fhiftings and difguifes in his words of promife and
threatenings, and in his conduét; fo that Gop’s
actions will bear the fun-thine, and to be exa-
mined in the cleareft light of heaven 1tfelf.

How ravifhing and delightful 1s the thought,
O'! believers, to confider that Gop aés in fuch
a manner, as that the ends and motive of every
action, as well as the action 1tfelf, may bear the
open light, even the day of eternal, meridian fun-
thine in glory.

Gop would not do an ill thing or {peak a falfe
word, although he was abfolutely fecure againft
all difcovery of it by all creatures in heaven,

earth,
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earth, and hell.—’Tis impofiible for Gop to lye.
Heb. vi. Gop cannot lye. Titus1. 2. All the
fprings of lying and falfhood are excluded from
the nature and conduét of Gobn. He cannot lye
through any defect in his underftanding ; there
is no weaknefs, darknefs, or prejudice and error
in his mind. He cannot lye through any cor-
ruption in his will; there is no wrong diretion
or vitious determination in his choice. He can-~
not lye through any irregular paflions in his heart.
He has no extravagant {elf-love, no vain ambi-
tion, no unjuft felf-admiration, nor rafh anger or
unrighteous revenge, no avarice or coyetoufnefs
to tempt him to fpeak a lye.—AH the above
{prings of deceit and lying abound in the hearts of
men and devils, but they can have no place in
Gop. He cannot lye to keep what he poffefies,
or to get what he has not, or through thame to
fave himfelf from difgrace, or defire to increafe
his honour and fame. He cannot lye through
fear and dread of a fuperior power, or through
weaknefs of nature or want of firength, to be as
good as his word. All thefe are {prings of the
moft horrible lying amongft men, but they can
never have place in Gop’s heart or conduét. O'!
reviving, ravifhing thought! to true chriftians;
for Gop’s fincerity is our immutable and im-
mortal fecurity !

The habitual and immutable fincerity and
faithfulnefs
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faithfulnefs of Gop confift in his upright in-
tention and aim to promote the holinefs and
happinefs of every one of his people, without
the leaft variation or reluctance, at all times,
and through the whole courfe of his providence
and grace, without the leaft thought or wifh to
the contrary entering into his heart. Nothing that
Gop fays or does interferes with our true fanétifi-
cation and happinefs ; nor does he purfue, as his
main aim, any thing that thall hazard the falva-
tion of his people, or render their happinefs
doubtful in itfelf: the hclinefs and felicity of
their fouls 1s actually Gop’s intention in every
a&tion he performs in the natural and moral
world, as well as in the church of Chrift,

Gop {peaks the fenfe of his own mind con-
cerning 2il things in heaven, earth, and hell; he
fpeaks the real fenfe of his own mind concerning
all his perfections, and efpecially with regard
to his juftice in his threatenings to the wicked,
and likewife his goodnefs and grace in his pro-
mifes to his people, as alfo concerning the glories
of his fon’s perfon and offices, and the perfon and
operations of his eternal fpirie.

Gop gives an impartial, clear, and fair repre-
fentation of his whole heart, concerning all his
rational creatures, without the leaft referve or
deceit, clearly exprefling his thoughts, fo as to
leave us at no kind of lofs, what he will do with

5 us;
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us, what he will do for us, in this world and in
eternity, if we are his friends ; and what he will
do with us and againft us if we prove his final
and impenitent enemies.—I will here givea thort,
but clear, copy of Gop’s heart towards his people,
and towards all thofe that hate him, and live

without Gop in the world.—The firft I would
ttile,

The pecraraTion of GOD’s HEarT towards
his FRIENDS.

I will be to them a Gop, and they fhall be to
me a people. Heb. vii. 10. I will be their Gop,
and they fhall be my people. 2 Cor. vi. 16.
Gop himfelf fhall be with them, and be their
Gob. Rev. xxi. 3. Gob is not’ athamed to be
called their Gop. Heb. xi. 16. e fhall be my
people, and I will be your Gop. Jer. xxx. 22.
I am your Gop, faith the Lorp. Ezek. xxxiv. 31.
Fear thou not, I am thy Gop. Ifai. xli. ro. Thy
maker is thy hufband; the Gop of the whole
earth. liv. 5. This Gop is our Gob for ever
and ever. Pf xlvii. 14, I will give them a
heart to know me that I am the Lorp, and
they fhall return to me with their whole heart,
Jer. xxiv. 7. I have loved thee with an ever-
lafting love, therefore with loving kindnefs have
I drawn thee. Jer. xxxi. 3. Precious in my
fight, and honourable, and I have loved thee.
Ifal, xliii, 4. I will rejoice over them to do

Kk | them
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them good—with my whole heart and my whole
foul. Jer. xxxi. 41. I will love them freely.
Hofea xiv. 4. The Lorp thy Gop in the midft
of thee is mighty ; he will fave; he will rejoice
over thee with joy ; he will reft in his love; he
will joy over thee with finging. Zeph, iii. 17.
The Lorp delighteth in thee. Ifal Ixil. 4. As
the bridegroom rejoiceth over the bride, fo fhall
thy Gob rejoice over thee. Ver. 5. Herein 1s
love, not that we loved Gop, but that he loved
us. 1 Johniv. 10. Gopb is love; he that dwelleth
in love, dwelleth in Gop, and Gop in him.
1 John iv. 16, He fhall feed his flock like a
thepherd; he thall gather the lambs with his
arm, and carry them in his bofom, and gently
lead. Ifai. xI. 1. If any man love me he fhall
be loved of my father, and [ will love him, and
will manifeft myfelf to him ; and we will come to
kim, and make our abode with him.  John xiv.
18, 21.  Truly our fellowthip is with the father,
and with his fon Jefus Chrift. 1 Johni. 3. If
any man hear my voice, and open the door, I
will come in to him, and will fup with him, and
he with me. Rev. iii. 20, I will pour out my
{pirit unto you. Prov. 1. 23. My {pirit {hall
not depart. Ifal, lix. 2r1. The {pirit of the
Lorp fhall lift up a ftandard againft him. lix. 19.
I will put my fpirit within you, and caufe you
to walk in my ftatutes, Ezek, xxxvi. 27. How

much
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much more fhall your heavenly father give the
holy fpirit to them that afk him. Luke xi. 13.
If thou kneweft the gift of Gop—he would have
given thee living water—the water that I fhall
give him, fhall be in him a well of water {pring-
ing up to everlafting life. John iv. 10—14.
Out of his belly fhall flow rivers of living water
—this fpake he of the fpirit. John vii. 38, 39.
I will pray the father, and he fhall give you
another comforter ; even the fpirit of truth——
who fhall teach you all things, and bring all
things to your remembrance, John xiv. 16—26.
Ye have received the fpirit of adoption— the
{pirit helpeth our infirmities. Rom. viil. 15, 26.
The {pirit beareth witnefs with our f{piric.
Ver. 16. Ye were fealed with that holy {pirit
of promife. Eph. i. 13. The love of Gop is
thed abroad in our hearts by the holy Ghoft,
which is given to us. Rom. v. 5. Another
comforter fhall abide with you for ever—I will
not leave you comfortlefs. John xiv. 16, 18.
The kingdom of Gob is righteoufnefs and peace,
and joy in the holy Ghoft. Rom. xiv. 17.

Thefe glorious declarations are a copy of Gops
gracious heart towards his people on earth; and
it will be your wifdom, as much as it is your
duty and happinefs, O! believers, to revolve
thefe rich portions of the covenant of grace every

day in your mind and affections, 'Thefe precious
K ka2 and
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and fair reprefentations have the higheft tendency
to raife your underftanding to higher efteem for
the excellent nature of Gop, excite you to a more
intenfe defire after his prefence, urge you to a
more ardent good-will towards him and his in-
tereft, and cherith in your {ouls a more vigorous
and intenfe delight in his lovely character, and
bring you by degrees to an habitual joy in Gop,
which will give an invincible ftrength to your
hearts, and be an happinefs as large as your
withes, and immortal as your exiftence.

We will now give a thort clear reprefentation
of Gob’s heart towards his enemies, to the end
that they may know what they are to expect from
his juftice if they proceed in their TREAsSON and
rEBELLION, The Lorp Jefus fhall be revealed
from heaven, with his mighty angels, in flaming
fire, taking vengeance on them that know not
Gop, and that obey not the cospeL of our Lorp
Jefus Chrift, who fhall be punifhed with ever-
lafting deftruction from the prefence of the Lorp,
and from the glory of his power; when he fhall
come to be glorified in his faints, and to be ad-
mired by all them that believe. 2 Thef. 1. 7=—r0.
The wicked fhall be turned into hell, and all the
nations that forget Goo. Pf ix. 17. Confider
this, ye that forget Gop, left I tear you in pieces,
and there be none to deliver. P{. 1. 22. Itisa
people of no underfianding : therefore he that

made
8
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made them will not have mercy on them; and
he that formed them will thew them no favour.
Ifa1. xxvil. 11.  Surely thefe are poor, they are
foolith : for they know not the way of the Lorp,
nor the judgment, i, e, the wife determination
and counfel of their Gop=—I will get me to the
great men ; for they have known the way of the
Lorp: but thefe have altogether broken the
yoke, and burft the bonds. Jer. v. 4, 5. He
that believeth not fhall be damned. Mark xvi. 16.
He that believeth not is condemned already, be-
caufe he hath not believed in the name of the
only begotten Son of Gop. John iii. 18, If
thou wilt not hearken to the voice of the Lorp
thy Gop, all thefe curfes fhall come upon thee,
and overtake thee. Curfed fhalt thou be in the
city, in the field, in thy bafket and ftore, in the
fruit of thy body and thy land, in thy kine,
theep. Curfed fhalt thou be when thou goeft in,
and curfed fhalt thou be when thou goeft our,
Deut. xxviil. 15~21.

Who fhall dwell with devouring fire ? who
amongft us fhall dwell with everlafting burnings 2
Ifai. xxxiil. 14, Can thine heart endure, or can
thine hands be ftrong in the days that I thall deal
with thee? Ezek. xxil. 14. The unrighteous
fhall not inherit the kingdom of Gop. Be not
deceived : neither ForNICcATORS, nor idolaters,
nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abufers of

themfelves
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themfelves with mankind, nor thieves, nor
coveTous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor ex-
tortioners, fhall inherit the kingdom of Gop.
1 Cor. vi. g, 10. If any man love not the
Lorp Jefus Chrift, let him be anathema mara-
natha, i. e. accurfed when the Lorp fhall come.
Whoremongers and adulterers Gop will judge.
Heb. xiii. 4. If any man fhall worfhip the beaft
and his image, the fame fhall drink of the wine
of the wrath of Gop, which is poured out with-
out mixture into the cup of his indignation ; and
he fhall be tormented with fire and brimftone in
the prefence of the holy angels, and in the pre-
fence of the lamb. Rev. xiv. 9, 10. This is
one of the moft dreadful threatenings in the
whole book of Gop! (Doddridge in loc.) may
the friends of the moft corrupt religion weigh
its awful contents, that they may keep at the
greateft poflible diftance from this horrible curfe !
He that is unjuft, let him be unjuft ftill : and he
which is filthy, let him be filthy ftill. For with-
out are dogs, and forcerers, and whoremongers,
and murderers, and idolaters, and whofoever
loveth and maketh a lye. Rev. xxi. 11, 15.

Thus you fee, my dear reader, that Gob’s
SINCERITY gives us a plain account of all the
Goop things we may expect from him in a way
of duty, and all the eviL and dreadful things we

may expect from him in a way of fin and rebellion
againft



