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with great truth and precifion, what facts thould
take place, what charalters fhould arife, and what
a&tions of great confequence thould be performed.
The objeéts of prophecy have refpected the four
great empires of the world—the people of the
Jews, with their city and temple—other nations
around them=—the perfon and fufferings of the
Meffiah, with the extent and glory of his king-
dom in the world——the rife and ruin of popery—
and laftly, the internal charaéersof all mankind
in every period of time, with the glory and ter-
ror of the refurretion, and the final iffue of all
the councils and purpofes of Gop.

The MorAL cHARACTER of the penmen confifts
in thofe diftinguifhing qualities, or virtues and
graces of their minds, and the peculiar tenor of
their condu&t, which evidently fhew their con-
nexion with Gop and commiflfion from him as his
fervants. This appears with the brighteft light
in the human and divine perfections of the fon
of Gop.

I. We now return to the moft pleafing views of
the coopnEss of the pocTRINE, LAWS, and BLEs-
siNGs of Scripture, to promote effectually the fal-
vation and happinefs of mankind,

I will introduce my fubject with the thoughts
of the excellent and amiable Mr. Matth. Henry,
who fpeaks thus: “ The Scripture proves its
divine authority and original both to the wife

Ff2 and
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and to the unwife. Even to the unwife, and
leaft thinking part of mankind, itis abundantly
proved by the many unconteftable MIracLEs
wrought by Mofes and the prophets, Chrift and
his apoftles, for the confirmation of its truths
and laws. It would be an intolerable reproach

to ETERNAL TRUTH to fuppofe this divine feal
affixed to a lie.

“ Befides this, to the more wife and thinking,
to the more confiderate and contemplative, it
recommends itfelf by thofe iINNATE EXCELLEN-
cies which are SELF-EVIDENT CHARACTERISTICS
of its DIVINE orIGcINAL. If we look with atten-
tion, we fhall foon be aware of Gop’s image and
fuperfcription upon it, A mind rightly di{pofed,
by an humble fincere fubjetion to its maker,
will eafily difcover the image of Gop’s wifdom in
the awful depth of its myfteries—the image of
his fovereignty in the commanding majefty of its
ftyle—the image of his unity in the wonderful
harmony and {ymmetry of all its parts—the
image of his holinefs in the unfpotted purity of
its precepts—and the image of his GoopnEss in
the manifeft tendency of the whole to the welfare
and happinefs of mankind in both worlds ; in
fhort, it is a work that fathers itfelf.* And as
atheifts, fo deifts, notwithﬁanding their vain-
glorious pretenfions to REAsON, as if wifdom muft
die with them, run themfelves upon the grofleft

and
* Preface to Expofition, vol, 1,
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and moft dithonourable ABSURDITIES imaginable :
for if the Scriptures be not the word of Gop, then
there is no divine revelation now in the world,
na difcovery at all of Gop’s mind concerning our
duty and happinefs : fo that if any man in the
world was ever fo defirous and {olicitous to do
his maker’s will, he muft, without remedy, perith
in the ignorance of it, fince there is no book but
this that will undertake to tell him whatitis; a
confequence which can by no means be reconciled
to the idea we have of the DIVINE GOODNESS,
And (which is no lefs an abfurdity) if the Scrip-
tures be not really a divine revelation, they are
certainly as great a cheat as ever was put upon
the world. But we have no reafon to think them
fo ; for bad men would never write {o good a
book, nor would Satan have fo little fubtilty as
to help to caft out Satan; and good men would
never do fo ill a thing as to counterfeit the broad
{eal of heaven, and to affix it to a patent of their
own framing, though in itfelf never o juft: no,
thefe are not the words of him that hath a devil.”
Thus far Mr. Henry.

In order to difcern the tranfcendent goodnefs
and beauty of the holy Scriptures, let us pro-
ceed, by regular fteps, to confider what are the
principal wants and withes of a rational and im-
mortal {foul, who knows its true ftate in the pre-

fent life, and its greateft interefts with regard to

2 a vaft
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a vaft eternity juft before us, and to which we
are haftening as faft as the rapid flight of time
can carry us. Now, certainly, it muft be my
firft enquiry, “ Where is Gop my maker ? and
how fhall I know him fo as to love him, re-
iemble him, and enjoy his favour for ever ?”—
We have already proved the utter infufficiency
of reafon to lead us to the true knowledge of
Gop. Contemplation III.—Now nothing is of
fo greatand dear importance to me as to keep
continually in my foul a clear, diftin&, and
ftrong idea of the amiable and venerable cha-
ralter of Gob. No religion can rife in a foul
without this : no true religion can make any
progrefs in a foul without this: ’tis effential to
all religion and happinefs to keep up a lovely
and lively idea of Gob, as the firft fair, the firft
wonderful, the firft amiable, the firft adorable
and the laft end of my exiftence.

Knowledge is the conception of ideas, and
comparing them to fee their agreement or dif-
ference. The firft of all kinds of knowledge I
want 1s the conception of right ideas of Gop and
my own foul, in order that I may difcern my
duty to him, and happinefs in him,

We want, therefore, above all things, fuch
difcoveries of Gop as are plain and eafy to the
capacities of my foul, and to the capacities of all
mankind. The certainty of Gop’s perfe@ions
and the ufes of them, muft be made clear and
pleafing to the human mind. We
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We need a particular and {pecial knowledge
of Gop, fuch as will produce and cherith a pe-
culiar love and veneration for him; general
notions, however extenfive, are not {ufficient.
To conceive, on the whole, that Gop 1s the
BEsT and the GREATEST, is not enough for our
{pecial purpofes and vaft affairs with Goo. We
muft, in every fort of altions, have a peculiar
eye to Gop, as ever prefent, ever attentive to
our fouls : yea, in each particular altion, we
need fuch knowledge of Gop as may influence,
guide, and animate us to that regard which is
due to him in that kind of ations, or that par-
ticular action we are performing before him.

We want a large and comprehenfive knowledge
of Gop, in order to anfwer the grand ends of
religion, wifdom, and happinefs.  Religion is
not confined to one particular fort of actions,
but muft run through all our temper at all times,
and through all our conduct in all places: and,
therefore, there muft be a knowledge not merely
of one or two perfettions of the divine nature,
but we muft have a real fenfe and conception of
all the natural attributes, and the glorious and
beautiful properties which conftitute Gop’s lovely
MORAL CHARACTER,

*Tis tfue, indeed, Gop cannot be compre-
hended in all or in any of his perfeftions: but

we muft have a juft fenfe and a clear idea of thofe
attributes
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attributes and rights of Gop, which require our
regard in our particular aétions, fo far as thefe
glorious properties are the ground of our venera-
tion and devout affetion. As for inftance; to
engage me to truft or confide in Gop, I muft
know fomething of his omniprefence and his
almighty power, his {pecial care of me, and his
minute attention to all my affairs and wants,
with his faithfulnefs to all his promifes. To
excite me at any time to pray to Gop, I muift be
perfuaded of his vaft knowledge, his perfeét
wifdom, and his abundant willingnefs to hear
my prayers and attend to the ardent emotions
of my heart : I muft know his unwearied power
and active affetion to affift me in the petitions I
offer to him. To allure and perfuade me to love
Gop, I muft know the beauty of his charaéter,
as the moft excellent being ; his fitnefs to do me
good, as a bountiful rewarder of them that
diligently feek him; his fitnefs and worthinefs
to receive all good, as he is the beft of beings
and I muft feel his intimate and kind relations to
my foul. To engage me to yield a cerdial obe-
dience to him, I muft know his authority over
me, feel my dependence upon his will and ab-
folute dominion ; and that he, as the ever-prefent
Gop, determines my exiftence, powers, a&ions,
and happinefs, from moment to moment. I
I muft fee the nature and reafonablenefs of the

law
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laws he has ftamped with his majefty, and in-
{cribed with his adorable dignity: and that he
has fixed a law to all the inmoft powers of my
nature; a law to all the particular ations of my
life, 'Thus ’tis clear as the light of the meridian
fun, that different ations require different views
of Gop, in order to their juft and beautiful re-
culation: and as all a man’s attions are under
the rule of Gop, fo there muft be a large and
comprehenfive knowledge of Gop to guide, re-
gulate, and urge him forward in the whole courfe
of altion, to the glory of Gop, and his own final
happinefs. *

We need durable conceptions of Gobp, or abiding
knowledge on the foul. Our minds are exceed-
ingly weak to receive juft and amiable ideas of
Gop, weak to difcern his tranfcendent beauty,
and weak to retain the pleafing notices of a Gop:
we have need, therefore, of perpetual impreflions,
and new reprefentations of Gop every hour. No
man can gain thefe new impreflions but from the
word and {pirit of Gob.

We are under an indifpenf{ible neceflity to have
renewed impreflions of the {pirituality, fimplicity
and immutability of the divine nature. That he
is infinite in effence, called omniprefence; in-
finite in duration, called eternity ; as an acive,
and operative {pirit, in a ftate of active exiftence,
ftiled the life of Gop and omnipotence, We

G g have

* Halyburton againft Deifts, p. 48~—50.
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have need of an inceflant idea of Gop, as a ra-
tional and underftanding {pirit ; a being of
omnifcience and wifdom, exercifing freedom and
independency in all his actions, ftiled fovereignty
and dominion.

We are under an indifpenfible neceflity to have
a deep and durable impreflion of the grandeur
and beauty of the affections of Gop, as a {pirit
of love, grace, mercy, hatred, anger, wrath, and
forbearance,

And a deep and durable fenfe of the lovely
qualities and glorious virtues of Gop, which
render him moft beautiful and attrattive to the
fouls of ferious chriftians, is abfolutely needful
to keep the will in a ftate of attachment to him.
Such are his goodnefs, holinefs, juftice, truth,
fincerity, and faithfulnefs; and the completion
of his whole charalter as an all-fufficient Gop,
full of glory, bleffednefs, and joy, with the de-
light of Gop in his own wonderful manner of
fubfiftence.

Thefe are the grand things of Gop which we
need to have immediately prefent every moment
with our minds: and thanks be to Gop, thata
rich and an abundant provifion is made in the
glorious gofpel for this precious, this excellent,
this divine and delicate fenfe of things.

O'! thou moft wife, wonderful, and adorable
Lorp Gobo, what do we owe thee for the dif-
coveries
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coveries of thy gofpel! We will here give what
I would ftile

The {ublime and beautiful cuaracTer of GOD.

Gop is a fpirit. John iv. 24. Thou art the
fame. Pf. 102. I change not. Malachi 1. 6.
In him is no variablenefs or thadow of turning.
James i. 17. He is of one mind, and who can
turn him. Job =xxiii. 13. He 1s not far from
every one of us : in him we live, move, and have
our being. Aés xvii, Whither fhall I go from
thy prefence? Pf. 139. Can any hide himfelf in
fecret places thdt I fhall not fee him, do not I
fill heaven and earth, faith the Lorp ? Jer. xxiii.
24. The everlafting Gop. Gen. xxi. The king
eternal, immortal. 1 Tim. 1, 17. From ever-
lafting to everlafting, thou art Gon. Pf. xc.
The living Gop, and ftedfaft for ever. Dan. vi.
26. The life of Gop. Eph. iv. The living
Gop. Deut. v. 26. I praifed and honoured him
that liveth for ever. Dan. iv. 34. With thee is
the fountain of life. Pf. xxxvi.g. The almighty
Gop. Gen. xvii. 1. Heis ftiled the aLmicaTY
thirty times in the book of Job only; and
{eventy times in the whole Bible. Great is our
Lorp, and of great power : his underftanding is
infinite. Pf. cxlvii. 5. All things are naked and
open to the eyes of him with whom we have to
do. Heb. iv. Thou, Gop, feeft me. Gen. xvi.
13. Known unto Gop are all his works, from

Ggo2 eternity,
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eternity. A&s xv. 18. (The original) I, the
Lorp, fearch the heart; I try the reins. Jer.
xvii. 1o. The only wife Gop. Rom. xvi. 27.
Fe charged his angels with folly. Job. iv. 18.
O! the depth of the riches of the wildom and
knowledge of Gop! Rom. xi. 33. The moft
high Gop, poffeflor of heaven and earth. Gen.
xiv. 19. He doth according to his will in the
armies of heaven, and among the inhabitants of
the earth : none can ftay his hand, or {ay unto
him, What doft thou? Dan. iv. 35. He giveth
not account of any of his matters. Job xxxii. 13.
He worketh all things according to the counfel
of his own will. Eph. 1. 11. Gob is light, and
in him is no darknefs at all. 1. John 1. 5. Gop
is love. 1 John iv. 8, The exceeding riches of
his grace. Eph.ii. 7. Gop who is rich in mercy,
for his great love wherewith he loved us. Eph.
ii. 4. The Lorp Gop, gracious and merciful,
abundant in goodnefs and truth. Exod. xxxiv,
6. 7. The riches of his goodnefs, forbearance,
and long-fuffering : the goodnefs of Gob leadeth
thee to repentance. Rom. ii. 4. Gob is angry
with the wicked every day. Pf. vii. 11. The
heat of his great anger. Deut. xxix. 24. The
indignation of his anger. Ifar xxx. go. The
fury of his anger. Ifal. xlil. 25. The fiercenefs
of mine anger. Hofl xi. 9. Gop 1s willing to
fhew his wrath, Rom. ix. 22, Gop is jealous,

and
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and the Lorp revengeth : the Lorp revengeth—
he will take vengeance on his adverfaries, and
referveth wrath for his enemies. Nahum 1. 2—38,
This is one of the moft fublime and awful paf-
fages in the book of Gop! Thou hateft all
workers of iniquity. P{. v. 5. Let none imagine
evil=love no falfe oath: for all thefe are things
that I hate, faith the Lorp. Zech. viii. 174.
O! do not this abominable thing that I hate,
Jer. xliv. 4. Holy, holy, holy is the Lorp of
hofts ; the whole earth 1s full of his glory.
Ifa. vi. 3. Glorious in holinefs. Exod. xv.
The BeauTy of holinefs. 2 Chren, xx. 21, He
is ftiled the moLy onE of Ifracl twenty-two times
in Ifaiah only. Holy, holy, hcly Lorp Gob
Almighty. Rev. iv. O! Lorp my Gop, mine
holy one—thou art of purer eyes than to behold
evil: and canft not look on iniquity. Habak. i,
12, 13. None holy as the Lorp. 1 Sam. ii. 2.
I will be jealous for my holy name. Ezek. xxxix,
25. N. B. Jealoufy denotes refentment for the
deareft thing: and it is altogether impoflible,
that Gop fhould not love, in the tendereft man-
ner, both himfelf, and his majefty, holinefs, and
glory : he cannot conceal or deny his own per-
feGions, nor will he endure to look like a finner
for one moment to eternity.—Shall not the judge
of all the earth do right? Gen. xvui. 25. The
Lorp is juft: I and my people are wicked.

Exod.
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Exod. ix. 2%. The Lorp is righteous in all his
ways, and holy in all his works. P[ cxlv. 17.
Righteous art thou, O Lorp ! when I plead with
thee. Jer. xii. 1. O Lord! the great and dread-
ful Gop—righteoufnefs belongeth unto thee, but
unto us confufion of faces. Dan. ix. 4—4. There
is no unrighteoufnefs in him. Pf xcii. 15. Is
there unrighteoufnefs with Gop? Gop forbid.
Rom. ix. 14. Is Gop unrighteous who taketh
vengeance? Gop forbid. Rom. iii. 5. Gob is
not unrighteous to forget your work and labour
of love. Heb. vi. 10. It'is a righteous thing
with Gop to render tribulation to them that
trouble his people. 2 Thef. 1. 6. Gop is juft,
and the juftifier of him that believes in Jefus.
Rom. iit. Gonb is juft to forgive us our fins, and
to cleanfe us from all unrighteoufnefs. 1 John
i. 9. Let Gop be true, and every man a lyar.,
Rom. iii. 4. Abundantin truth. Exod. xxxiv. 6.
The only true Gob. John xvii. 3. A Gop of
truth. Deut. xxxii. 4. or in the original, Gop
tHE TRUTH. The words of cop are pure words,
purified feven times. Pf. xii. 6. A faithful
Gop. Deut, vil. 9. Great is thy faithfulnefs.
Lam. iii. 23. The faithful creator. 1 Pet. iv.
19. Gop is faithful. 1 Thel. v. 24. He is
faithful to forgive us our fins. 1 Johni.g. Gop
cannot lie. Titusi. 2. Tis impoffible for Gop
to lie. Heb. vi. 18. Not one thing hath failed

of
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of all the good things which the Lorp your Gop
{pake concerning you : all are come to pafs unto
you; not one thing hath failed thereof. Jofh.
xxiil. 14. There hath not failed one word of all
his coop promrses. 1 Kings viii. 56. Gob is
felf-exiftent, felf-fufficient, {felf-fatisfied, and all-
{ufficient, for the happinefs of his creatures. Can
a man be profitable to Gop ? Is it any gain to
him. Job xxii. 2, 3. xxxv. 7, 8. He needeth
nothing. He giveth life and breath, and all
things. A&s xvii. 25. Your father is perfect.
Math. v. 48. Gop, blefled for ever. Rom. 1, 25.
The blefled and only potentate, dwelling in that
light which no man hath feen or can fee. 1 Tim.
V. I5.

Gobp 1s AN HAPPY BEING ; pleafed with him-
felf, and rejoicing in his own perfe&ions. Every
thing that can make a happy being is to be found
in Gop. He muft be infinitely blefled and happy,
and nothing can impair his bleffednefs. Think
of every thing that can conftitute happinefs, and
it is to be found in Gop, in its full perfection. *

1. Does happinefs lie in grandeur and domi-
nion ? His empire is univerfal and eternal.

2. Does it lie in wealth and riches?  All the
riches of the univerfe are in his pofleflion.

3. Does it confift in wifdom and knowledge ?
There are all the oceans of wifdom in Gob.

4. Does
* Dr, Gill's Body of Divinity, vols 1. pe 211,
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4. Does it lie in might, power, and ftrength ?
Incomparable and immenfe power belongs to

Gop,

5. Does happinefs lie in pleafure, joy, and
unbounded delights ?  In Gop’s prefence 1s ful-
nefs of joy and pleafures for evermore,

6. Does happinefs confift in the higheft honour,
dignity, and eternal fame? Gop’s honour is in-
finite, his dignity is undiminifhable, and his fame
increafing to eternity. All the beit and brighteft
beings in the univerfe inceffantly behold and ce-
lebrate his glory, whilit Gop himiclf feels the
higheft joy in his own exiftence, and delights in
the profpects of the everlafting happinefs of his
faints and angels.

Let me ntreat you, my dear reader, to ftand
ftill and confider the beautiful charatter of this
lovely and adorable Gop, a moft pure {pirit, un-
bounded by time, and therefore eternal; un-
bounded by fpace, and therefcre omniprefent;
unbounded in power, and therefore omnipotent;
having a prefence of power which no force can
withftand, a prefence of wifdom which no craft
can deceive, and a prefence of goodnefs, love,
and bounty, which all the immortal capacities
of men and angels can never exhauft. A living
felf-attive {pirit, a fpirit of infinite life without
Iimits, of eternal life without end, immutable
life without change, and of perfett life without

10 defe&t.
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defect. A f{pirit that can produce the moft
aftonithing effe¢ts in a moment through heaven,
earth, and hell ; and can make, or move, or
deftroy, a world with a thought, A {pirit that
has the keeneft abhorrence of all moral impurity,
and a complacency in the righteoufnefs and good-
nefs of his own nature, and a delight in every
rational creature that hath any degree of beauti-
ful refemblance to himfelf, A fpirit who wills
and operates according to the fhining purity of
his divine perfections. A {pirit who hath an in-
variable will to communicate good to the up-
right, and inflict evil on the wicked ; who has a
will to punith fin with fhame, and pain, and
death; who has denounced the moft dreadful
threatenings that he will do 1t, and will terribly
difplay the actual executions of his wrath. A
fpirit that fcorns all diffimulation and difguifes,
that can neither deceive nor be deceived. A
fpirit of the moft upright intentions of heart,
who gives the moft fair reprefentations of his
mind without any referve, who hath no duplicity
of conduét, and preferves one uniform charater
to eternity. A fpirit of abfolute dominion over
all worlds, who has a right to make what crea-
tures he pleafes, has a right to govern all the
creatures he has made, and hath a right to dif-
pofe of all the creatures he doth govern. A
fpirit of great long-fuffering with provoking

H h finners,
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finners, but whofe patience will have an end in
the finner’s happinefs or final deftruétion. A
fpirit who exercifes a providence over all his
creatures ; and this providence is nothing but
the infinite wifdom, invariable rectitude, im-
menfe goodnefs, almighty power, and inviolable
truth and fincerity of Gop, difplayed in the pre-
fervation and government of all the worlds of
creatures which he hath brought into exiftence,

This is fuch a character of Gop that (if any
thing lefs than fpecial grace were {ufficient)
would teach an atheift to admire, and make a
devil adore.

This is the lovely idea of Gop’s beautiful
character in Scripture, and what man of fenfe
and integrity is there to be found who is not
aftonithed and delighted with it! what book, be-
fides the Bible, ever exhibited fuch a picture of
confummate beauty and lovelinefs ! But we will
endeavour to thew, from Scripture itfelf, that,
in the RepempTION of man, Gop has made an
aftonifhing apvaNceMENT on the BEAUTY and
cLory of his own cHArRACTER, and has rendered
him{elf more vencrable, more amiable, more
adorable, than he could have been in heaven,
in the eyes of the angels of Gop, to eternity:
yea, we will advance a ftep farther, and dare to
affirm, that if Gop had called into exiftence a
thoufand more worlds, ftocked with creatures of

8 the
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the higheft order of rational powers, and the
greateft {plendor of holinefs, {till he could not
have been known in all the glories of his charac-
ter in the manner he has now difcovered himfelf
in the REDEMPTION of man.

Here, and no where elfe, we fee the loft prof-
pects of Gop’s moral perfe&tions reftored with
additional fplendor and beauty, beyond all that
reafon, in a ftate of innocence, ever knew.

You fee wispom beam forth in all its glory in
the redemption of loft man! See here the oppo-
fite demands of juftice and mercy reconciled and
gratified : both gratified to the wery uttermoft!
See here the honour and righteoufnefs of the law
afferted and vindicated in all its pure precepts
and dreadful penalties. We fee the precepts all
obeyed, and the penalties all executed in their
fulleft terror and glory. *

Here you fee Gop difplaying two oppofite
affeétions at the fame moment and in the fame
act ; that is to fay, the keeneft hatred and indigna-
tion at fin, and the moft ardent love to the {inner.

You fee here the powers of darknefs vanquifh-
ed, and the fubtilty of hell defeated, by the
fame nature that Satan had ruined, and in a
method quite above the capacity of the devil to
underftand, or even for one moment to imagine :
this ftrips him of the pride of his underftanding,

and
# See Charnock on Wifdem,

Hh2
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and lays his craft and malice open to eternal
contempt and abhorrence.

You {ee the wifdom of Gop, in this moft
glorious method of falvation, giving us the
fureft ground of confolation, and the moft pun-
gent motives to holy obedience. Here we have
STRONG CONSOLATION, that is wifforious to con-
quer all oppofition and triumph over every difcou-
ragement, and durable to outlive all decay, and
furvive the ruins of the univerfe. We have here
the moft pungent motives to the moft {hining pu-
rity of holinefs, arifing from the tender mercies
of Gop, the redeeming blood of Chrift, and the
vital prefence of the {pirit of Gop in the foul—
motives addrefled to all the moft lively {prings
of altion and gratitude in the heart.

You fee here the wifdom of Gob in ordering
the fitteft way of enjoying all the bleflings of
falvation ; not by meer {peculative and barren
knowledge, which would produce no fruits of
gratitude, love, zeal, and obedience; not in the
way of a covenant of works, to be performed by
man as the condition of eternal happinefs—this
would puff a fallen creature up with pride, or
fink him in utter defpair; it would eclipfe the
glory of abfolute grace, and render the finner’s
happinefs precarious, yea, indeed, impofiible.
But Gop has appointed vital faith of his opera-
tion and gift, as the general receiver of all Gop’s

bleflings ;



