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Selet BO O K S on the Subjedt of this
CONTEMPLATION.

A view of the judicious Method in which Dr. Calamy proceeds to ftate
and defend the Infpiration of the Holy Scriptures.

In Sermon I. he confiders the grand advantage of Gop’s ancient People,
who were peculiarly favoured above all the World, and chiefly in having
the Oracles of Gop committed to them.

Serm. I1. explains the Nature of Infpiration, and produces four Arguments
to prove that the Old and New Teftament were really given by Infpiration
of Gop,

Serm, III. treats of the Writings of the New Teftament, and gives five
Arguments to prove their divine Infpiration.

Serm. IV, contains two further Arguments in Proof of the Divine In<
fpiration of the Old Teftament,

Serm. V. confiders the ancient Propbetical Infpiration, with the Apofiolic
Infpiration. Here we ought to read the great John Smith on Prophecy, and
Dr. Witfius on Prophetic Infpiration.

Serm. VI. anfwers the Obje&tion to the Infpiration of the Scriptures,
drawn from the apprehended Contradiftions contained in them,

Serm. VII. anfwers the Objetion drawn from the Abfurdities and Im-
poffibilities they are {uppofed to contain.

Serm. VIII. anfwers the Obje@ion drawn from the apprehended Mean-
nefs, Obfcurity, and Flatnefs of the Style; and the Want of Metbod in the
Writings of the Bible,

Serm. IX. anfwers the Obje&tion taken from fome Particulars of the
Master of Scripture,

Serm. X. anfwers the common Objeétion, that a much better Method
might have been taken for Infirution in Religion than the dull and heavy
Way of a written Volume,

Serm. Xi. From the Infpiration of the Bible infers the unutterable
Ufefulnefs of the Scripture.

Serm, XII. thews the Errors of the Remifp Religion both in its Founda-
tion and Superftrutture.

Serm, X1II. draws other ufeful Inferences from the fame Principle.

Serm. XIV. Excellent Directions for the profitable Reading the Holy
Scriptures.~1 muft declare once more, that this Book is the firft in Dignity
and Excellence on the Subjeét I ever read.  To this I would add Dr. Dod-
dridge’s three Sermons on the Evidences of Chriftianity, with his Differta-
tion on Infpiration, in the Family Expofitor, Vol. 3. Dr. David Jennings, on
the Divine Authority of the Scriptures, founded on Common Senfe.
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A CONTEMPLATION

ON THE
DEMONSTRATIVE EVIDENCE

OF THE

INSPIRATION

OF THE

HOLY SCRIPTURES.

The NATURE of DEMONSTRATION, EVIDENCE, and
convicTIoN, clearly explained.—~The wispom
of GOD in framing our racuLTIES in fuch a
MANNER, as to require us to ufe our REASON In
enquiring into the EVIDENCES of CHRISTIANITY.
—PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS before we en-
ter on the DEMONSTRATION Of INSPIRATION.==
*Tis a matter of infinite conNsEQUENCE.—The
pIvINITY oOf the scripTURES is not to be taken
as a FIRST PRINCIPLE without RATIONAL PROOF.
—Every Boox that pretends to be INSPIRED is
not prefently to be admitted as fuch.—We are
not to refolve our conviction of a former
INSPIRATION into a frefh inspiRaTION.—We
ought to be fatisfied with fuch MORAL EVIDENCE
as the nature of the fubject will bear, and not

require
No. V. Ddz2
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require GEOMETRICAL DEMONSTRATION.~—The
BIBLE contains nothing unworthy of the cHa-
rACTER of G O D.—It bears ftriking MaRrKks
of his mMorAL PERFECTIONS.—A concife view
of the sources of DEMONSTRATION, Viz. the
coopNEss of the DOCTRINE, MIRACLES, PRO-
PHECY, the cHARACTER of the pENMEN.—The
firft of thefe propofed more at large.

HE idea of the book we ftyle the Scrip-

ture, and the idea of the nature of In-
fpiration, do not inftantly appear connected fo
clearly as the idea of exiftence, and the 1dea of
our own exiftence; for thefe two appear in a
moment to be fo agreeing and connelted, that
we cannot make them plainer by any third idea
whatfoever.

But the divine InspiraTtrion of the fcriptures
will admit of proof, by making ufe of other
ideas, or evidences, whofe agreement with the
idea of Infpiration is in a moment difcerned by
the human underftanding.

DEeMoNsTRATION is a clear agreement of ideas
founded on fome felf-evident truths, and pro-
ceeding, by eafly deductions, to a conviction,
which fatisfies the mind, and filences all cavils
and objections.

ConvicTion confifts in feeling the force of
truth in the underftandine.

Evipence
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Evipence is the clear appearance of truth to
the foul, producing an affent to it as truth,

The divine Infpiration of the Scriptures de-
mands proof by the reafon that Gop has given
us; and this glorious fubje& deferves, as well
as demands, the utmoft force and rigour of de-
monftration: and Gob has {fo formed our minds,
as to ftir us up to diligence and labour, and to
prevent and cut off all lazinefs and prefumption
in religion.

This is a ftriking inftance of the wifdom of
Gop in framing our fouls in fuch a manner, as
that we are obliged to ufe our reafon to difcern
the being of the Gop that made us, and to dif-
cern the Infpiration and authority of the Scrip-
tures, which Gop has given us for our guide to
wifdom, duty, and eternal happinefs.

‘We cannot attain to mere intuition of the In-
fpiration of the Scriptures, but we are obliged
to make ufe of our underftanding and reafon to
difcern their divine original, ufefulnefs and ex-
cellence.

The moft fimple and eafy method of de-
monftrating the divine Infpiration of the Bible,
is by making ufe of ideas, drawn from the good-
nefs of the doftrine, and the tendency of its laws
and promifes, to make us happy—the fenfible
altions of Gop, which have produced a change

in
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in the order and laws of nature—the prediction
of future events, which have come to pafs ina
moft exalt manner in the feveral parts of the
natural and moral world=—with the moral cha-
racter of the penmen, who appear evidently to
be conneéted with Gop, and to bear the impref-
fions of his holinefs in their hearts and lives.

And the agreement of the above ideas with
the idea of writings infpired by Gop, will be
unavoidably feen by the underftanding of every
honeft man in the whole procefs of the demon-
ftration.

Thus, the ideas we have of real miracles, of
clear prophecies, of the goodnefs and purity of
the do&rines, laws, and promifes,.and the ho-
linefs of the penmen, inftantly agree with our
idea of Infpiration; and it is impofiible for the
underftanding to a& as an underftanding, that
is, as a rational agent, without perceiving in-
ftantaneoufly the agreement of the Scriptures
with the idea of an Infpiration from Gop.

We fhall attempt to {et before you the moft
ftriking evidences and demonttrations of this grand
PRINCIPLE, on which the whele of REVEALED
RELIGION is built; that the Scriptures of the old
and new teftament were really infpired by Gop.

But before we enter upon the copious and

abundant demonftration of this truth, we muft
defire

5
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defire every reader ferioufly to ponder, and at-
tentively review the following confiderations,

CovsipErRATION [

This is 2 matter of the laft importance, and
of infinite confequence to the fouls of men. ¥
we are uncertain here, the whole ftru®ure of our
religion totters to the very bafis, and threatens an
opprobrious ruin, which will bury us in eternal
deftruétion.

If we be in doubt, as to the truth and divinity
of the Scriptures, we fhall be able to find no fafe
foundation, on which to fix our faith and hope.
We have infinite need of being well eftablifhed
here—if we fail in this point, we fail in every
thing—we {hall be poor, wavering, unfettled
creatures all our days—we fhall be always children
in underftanding and judgment—always wavering
and doubting—rtofled to and fro with every wind
of fcepticifim and infidelity—fluGtuating in our
tempers, and foolifh in our Condu&—-unproﬁtablc
in our lives, and worthlefs in our converfation ;—
we fhall live without honour, and die in darknefs
and defpair.

Our having been trained up in a general notion
of the truth and divinity of the Scriptures, by our
parents, will be but a poor fecurity in a thack of
temptation, and amidft the fcorn of infidels and
rakes.—If you know no better argument for the

Infpiration
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Infpiration of the Scriptures, than that our parents
and nurfes told us fo, what are we better than
Papifts, Jews, or Mahommedans ?

On the fame terms, we might have had as great
a veneration for the foolith Talmud, if we had
been born among the Jews; or the Alcoran, if
we had been born of Mahommedan parents : and
on the fame principles, we thould have been poor
blind Papifts, if we had been born in Spain or
Portugal, Italy or France.

If the report and affertions of thofe, among
whom we have had our education, be the only
ground of our fatisfaction, it will be in the power
of any fceptic, or artful infidel, to unhinge and
demolith our foolifh faith : It is certain, we every
day run the hazard of being ftaggered, con-
founded, and overthrown ; and indeed, con-
fidering the horrid neglect of parents, and tutors
of youth, all through this nation, it is no wonder
that Popith priefts make fuch ravages on the
Britith youth ; yea, upon tens of thoufands of poor
unprincipled ignorant wretches, in the farther ad-
vance of life.

Suppofe any of you, my readers, who have,
for a long time, apprehended yourfelves fatisfied
upon this head, without {earching into the folid
grounds and reafons of faith, fhould ftill take it
for granted that the bible is divinely infpired:
how do you know how far you may be fhaken,

unfettled,
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unfettled, and put to confufion and thame? and
what the confequence may be, thould artful men,
and artful devils, vigoroufly affault your fouls;
which you ought to expeét in the courfe of your
life, in an age that is poifoned with infidelity ?
‘What would you do if you had no folid evidence
of your religion ? How foolith would you look if
you had nothing more to fay but this, I believe
the bible is the word of Gop, becaufe my mother
told me {fo when I was a boy.

Well then, my readers, if you would not be in
danger of bringing a {candal upon your profeffion,
and of turning vile and ugly apoftates from Chrift,
in an hour of temptation, you fhould fee to it
with the utmoft ardour and attention, that you be
rationally and powerfully confirmed in this prin-
ciple, upon folid grounds, that will bear the
fhocks of the fierceft Oppofition, *

ConsipeEraTION II,

The divinity of the Scriptures is not to be taken
as a firft principle, without rational proof, ’Tis
unreafonable and mean to beg the queftion ; that
is, to take it for granted, as a firft principle in
divinity. We do not defire this at the hands of

infidels,

# I cannot forbear declaring, with a degree of warmth, that borders
upon bitternefs, grief, and indignation, after the experience of twenty-
nine years, in the province of educating youth, that, out of above five
hundred young perfons of all ages, from feven to twenty, who have come
under my care, I have never had one youth, who had been inftruted, by
his parents or former tutors, in the folid evidences of the chriftian religion.
—If my obfervation is a fpecimen of the flate of the Britith youth in gee
aeral, no wonder that the nation is going back to Popery and Atheifm,

E e



infidels, or doubters, or honeft enquirers after
truth; but are willing it fhould be examined with
all the feverity of found reafon. Chriftianity 1s
founded upon argument, and upon argument we
reft it for ever: it dreads no examination ; it loves
to be fearched into, even to the very bottom.
The damning folly and bafenefs of the prefent
generation s, that they will not be honeft in fifting;
the evidences of revelation: this is an age of
luxury, levity, lazinefs, inconfideration, and fri-
volifin; the people of higher and lower ranks
render themefelves contemptible, by refuling to
ufe that little portion of common fenfe, which
Gop has given them; and, without a very great
alteration in their thoughts and purfuits, they will
be contemptible, and ruined to eternity : our
facred volume invites and commands us to thew
ourfelves men; that is, to a&t with reafon and

underftanding in all things.

When, indeed, we debate concerning things
built on the Scriptures, it is rationally fuppofed
their Infpiration is acknowledged, or owned ; thag
being reckoned the common fenfe of the chriftian
world.—=But, when the QuesTioN 1s, how we
know that the Scriptures were given by infpiration
of Gop? to fay it isa PrINcIPLE, and muft there-
fore be ailowed or taken for granted, will neither
fatisfy a difturbed and doubtful mind, convince

an infidel, nor repel an oppofer ; who may raife
objections,
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objections, in order to tempt us to reject the bible
altogether.

ConsiIDpDERATION III.

Every book that pretends to be infpired, is not
prefently to be admitted as fuch., The Mahom-
medans have as great a veneration for their Al-
coran, as moft Chriftians have for our Bible; and
this ought to make us blufth with fhame; that
book of theirs offers itfelf to them as divinely in-
fpired, as this Bible does to us; if, therefore, a
book is to be received prefently as divinely in-
{pired, upon it’s own report, the Alcoran is to be
embraced as well as our Bible; and fo we thall be
forced to {wallow the vileft nonfenfe, and the
moft abfurd contradiétions, that ever were con-
ceived by the heart of man.

But fincere enquirers after truth fcorn fuch
meannefs of foul; honeft free-thinkers difdain to
fwallow nonfenfe and abfurdity ; our only way is,
to fearch and try, that we may not be impofed on,
and take a book for divinely infpired that is not
fo, but is the produét of rafcally impofture, or
wild enthufiafm ; and we muft have fome f{ure and
INFALLIBLE MARKS to try by, or we fhall not, when
we have ufed the utmoft labour, be fatisfied and
aflured that we are not impofed on.

Among the Jews, a prophet that pretended to
come as an exprefs from the invifible world, was
Ec¢a not
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not to be admitted and owned meerly on his own
report and atteftation; and if he proved an im-
poftor, he was to be punithed with death.
Deut. xiit. 1, 5. They were to judge of him by
certain rules ; becaufe, there would be falfe pro-
phets as well as true; therefore, circumftances
were to be confidered and compared, in paffing a
judgment, or final decifion: and there is equal
reafon for the fame procedure in the cafe of infpired
writings ; {eeing, fome may be offered too, as
drawn up by divine Infpiration, when they are
not, as well as fome that are. Every pretence of
this nature is not to be owned and juftified; we
mutit {earch and examine, in order to fatisfattion ;
and the cawons, or rules, by which we try and
judge, ought to be felected with the utmoft ac-
curacy, and the fevereft labour, *

ConxsipeEraTION [V,

‘We are not to refolve aur conviftion of a former
infpiration, into a frefh divine Inipiration; for this
is wild enthufiafm, ’tis abfurd, or contrary to found
reafon, and infinitely dangerous to the fouls of
men, There is an expreflion in an excellent di-
vine of our own nation, (whofe memory deferves
refpect) which we ought to look upon as en-
thufaftic and dangerous; ’tis an error of great
confequence, and ought to be avoided by us with
the utmoft care==the error is in thefe words.

“ This

¢ See D 1, Calamy, fermon 3i, page 31, 41«
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“ This firft principle of our faith, that the Scrip-
tures are the word of Gob, 1s rooted in us by the
immediate Infpiration of the Holy Ghoft.” *
And he reprefents, that, the only way of our
being fatisfied upon this head, 1s for us to have
this perfuafion wrought in us, by the fpirit of
Gob, though we know not. why, or upon what
grounds ; but if a man fticks by this notion, he
will be involved in endlefs perplexity and confu-
fion ; in thort, this abfurd and whimfical notion
will draw after it a thoufand bad confequences.

Suppofe we enquire of a man how he knows
that the Scriptures are given by the Infpiration of
Gop ? and he anfwers *‘ that he is affured of it, by
the Infpiration of the fame {pirit, by which the
Scriptures were indited ;” ’tis natural to queftion
farther, what evidence have you that this Infpi-
ration you pretend to is real, and not imaginary,
that it is from the {pirit of Gop, and not from a
{pirit of delufion ? his only anfwer muft be this,
“ I am fatisfied of it, in the fame way as the fa-
cred penmen were fatisfied at firft, as to their
Infpiration,” And if we admit this anfwer, as
proper and juft, a wide door is opened to all
manner of error, enthufiafm, and abfurdity ; and
there is no remedy left to fet us right, and fecure
us from the moft ruinous delufions,

It 1s, indeed, not only freely granted, but it
admits of abundant evidence, that no man will

. receive
Capel, who has written on Temptations,
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receive the Scriptures as divinely infpired, with a
viTAL FAITH, and {fo as to be transformed into
the chriftian temper, the divine refemblance, and
effectually trained up for heaven, unlefs the fpirit
of Gop enlighten his mind, and imprefs his
heart.

And this is what the greateft of our reformed
divines have always meant by the TesTimony of
the spir1iT, which the moft judicious and learned
of them have reprefented as fo neceflary, to a full
conviction of the divinity of the Scriptures. As
the great apoftle affirms, * that no man can fay
that Jefus is Lorp, but by the Holy Ghoft,” fo
may we likewife affere, that no man can fay that
the Scripture is given by the Infpiration of Gon,
but by the Holy Spirit; that is, he cannot fo
believe it, with a faith that fhall be effectual to
falvation, without his gracious and powerful -
fluence; and yet, we cannot conceive how any
immediate revelation of the {pirit fhould be necef-
fary to a rational conviction in this cafe ; or how
we can fuppofe the divine fpirit thould, by a pri-
vate fuggeftion, whifper it in the ear of every man
that is fatisfied on this head, that this book, we
call the Bible, is of divine Infpiration.

The real office and agency of the divine {pirit,
in this re{ped, is, to operate on the underftanding,
in a way of rational illumination ; affifting the
judgment to lav afide prejudices, purifying the
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affeGtions from corrupt emotions, and giving an
ardent love of truth, an honelt impartiality of
foul, a keennefs of attention, and a {piritual TasTE,
that we may duly regard thofe evidences and
MOTIVES, which may, and ought to induce a firm
perfuafion in us, that the facred Scriptures ori-
ginated from Gob.

This kind of affiftance from the Holy Spirit,
is abfolutely neceffary, earneftly to be implored,
and moft carefully and gratefully improved ; but
this kind of aid is clearly as different from a frefh
Infpiration, as a rational conviction is from a
ft-ong and enthufiaftic impreflion.

It cannot, indeed, be denied, but that there
may have been fome ferious and fincere Chriftians
in all ages, who have {o firmly believed the In-
{piration of our facred writings, that they could
have confirmed their faith by the moft dreadful
fufferings, and fealed it with their blood, though
they could not have difputed much for it, or
given any diftinét account of the rational grounds
* of it.

But, it by no means follows from thence, that
RATIONAL EVIDENCE Is not needful, or ufeful, or
is not commonly ufed by the {pirit of Gop, in
producing a faving perfuafion, and in preferving
from temptations to doubting, fluttuations of
aflent, and infidelity. Cox-

® The Inward Witnefs to Chriftianity, three fermons, by Dr, Watts,
are extremelv ufeful to he read hera.
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CoNsIDERATION V.

We ought to be fatisfied with fuch MoraL
EVIDENCE * as the nature of the {ubjet will bear,
and not require CEOMETRICAL DEMONSTRATION.
To demand and infiit cn more than found moral
evidence, is highly dithoneft, captious, and ab-
furd.

When the thing afferted is, that the penrhen of
Scripture were divinely infpired, to expeé and
demand ceomeTrIcAL demonfirations to prove it,
1s, to declare we are refulved not to be convinced
of it; for, it is to demand more than the matter
could bear, fuppofing it eternally and undoubtedly
true. That man, who, in this cafe, will not be
fatisfied with fuch confiderations as are fufficient
to out-ballance any thing that can be affirmed to
the contrary, does not ufe the underftanding and
reafon of a man.

ConsipERATION VI

There is nothing in the Scriptures unworthy of
Gop to reveal or record=—nothing unworthy of
the nature and dignity of Gop’s moral character
—nothing contrary to the fhining purity of the
perfections and reafon of a Gop=—nothing re-
proachful to the moft confummate knowledge,
wifdom, and prudence—nothing contrary to his

moft

®* On Moral Evidence, no man in the world ever wrote better than the
gteat and mafculine Humphry Ditton, in his noble treatife on the refur-
re€tion of Chrift, 8vo. 1712.—1 defy all the Deifis in the world to confute
this treatife. I rejoice to find we fhall have fome memoirs of bis life and
experience foon publifhed to the world.
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moft amiable goodnefs, grace, and mercy ==
nothing repugnant or inconfiftent with his moft
intenfe averfion to all moral impurity=—nothing
contrary to his natural and immutable juftice—
nothing that can truly fling a reproach on his
effential integrity, and fincerity of heart—or be
a ftain to the inviolable veracity of his mouth,
or impeach the faithfulnefs of his condut and
actions, in the moral world.—~In fine, we have
nothing in this facred book, that can blemifh the
one grand, uniform, moral character of Gop ; a
charatter without the leaft duplicity or variation,
and eternal as his exiftence.

ConsipErRATION VII,

The glorious difcoveries of Scripture are all
holy ; all the reprefentations or ideas of faéts and
objeéts in heaven, earth, and hell, are quite con-
fiftent with the fplendor and purity of Gobp’s
nature and character.

‘The Bible difcovers, with all the brightnefs of
light and fire, the purity and reétitude of the
nature of Gop; it difplays, in the moft ftriking
manner, his invariable abhorrence of all moral
diforder in his creatures, and his infinite com-
placency in himfelf, as the ftandard of beauty
and lovelinefs, with his intenfe delight in the
righteoufnefs and goodnefs of his own nature,
powers, councils, and operations ; and it likewife

declares Gop’s complacency, in every creature in
No. VL F f heaven
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heaven and earth, that in the leaft degree, re-
fembles himfelf, or reflects an image of his own
lovely perfetions.

I now addrefs myfelf to the moft glorious and
delightful work of proving that the holy Scrip-
tures of the old and new Teftament were given
by InspiraTion of Gob, as the rule of faith,
worfhip, and morality, to the church of Chrift
on earth.

The four principal fources of evidence, or de-
monftration and convition, are thefe, (viz.) the
goodnefs of the dottrines, laws, and promifes=—
the working of miracles—the fulfilment of pro-
phecies—the moral character of the penmen;
and efpecially the moral charatter of the great
founder of chriftianity.

The coopnEss of the pocTrRINE confifts in the
fitnefs of the truths and bleflings revealed, to re-
move from us all kinds of mifery, and to pro-
mote, in the beft manner, our prefent and eternal
happinefs.

A MIRACLE Is an acTIoN of Gop, producing a
SENSIBLE CHANGE 1n the orRDER Of NATURE, done
to convince his rational creatures, to filence his
enemies, to confirm the miffion of his prophets
and apoftles, and to ftamp an eternal honour on
his divine revelation and religion.

Propruzcy confifts in the foretelling of future
events in the natural and moral world ; declaring,
with



