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that the holy penmen were bid to write what
Gop delivered to them, as Mofes and other good
men were ordered to do. Deut. xxx. 19. Now,
therefore, write ye this fong for you, and teach
it the children of Ifrael. Jer. xxx. 1. 2. The
word that came to Jeremiah from the Lorp,
faying, thus fpeaketh the Lorp Gop of Ifrael:
¢ Write thee all the words that I have {poken to
thee in a book. Rev. 1. 11, 19. What thou
feeft, write in a bock, and fend it to the feven
churches. 'Write the things which thou haft
feen, and the things which are, and the things
which fhall be hereafter. And that which was
ordered by Gop to be written, was the {ame as
if it was written by himfelf; becaufe they fpake
and wrote as they were moved by the holy fpirit.”
2 Pet. 1. 21.

22. Not all that is contained in the {criptures
is of Gop. Some are the words of others: yea,
fome are the f{peeches of Satan, and very bad
ones too. But now the penmen of thofe books,
in which thofe fpeeches are, were moved and
directed by the Lord to commit them to writing ,
fo that though they themfelves are not the word
of Gop, yet that they are written, and are on
record, is of Gop; and which was direfted to,
and done, to thew the malice, pride, blafphemy,
and impiety, of that wicked {pirit.

There are alfo fpeeches of bad men, as of

8 Cain,
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Cain, Pharaoh, and others, ordered to be written,
to difcover the more the corruption of human
nature ; and even of good men, as of Mofes,
David, Jonah, and partcularly the friends of
Job; and yet thefe {peeches are on record, by
divine order, to prove matters of fact, to fhew
the weaknefles and frailtes of the beft of men.
Some of the writers of the fcriptures, as Mofes,
and the hiftorical ones, being eye and ear wit-
nefles of many things they wrote, could have
wrote them of their own knowledge, and out of
their own memories ; and others they might take
out of diaries, annals, and journals, of their own,
and former times; yet, in all they wrote, they
were under the impulfe and direétion of Gop;
what to leave, and what to take and infert into
their writings, and tranfmit to pofterity—fo that
all they wrote may be truly faid to be by divine
authority.

In the writings and difcourfes of the apoftle
Paul are feveral quotations out of heathen au-
thors, (viz.) Aratus, Menander, and Epimenides,
which were produced ad hosminem for greater con-
vi¢tion ; and which he was direfted to quote and
write in his epiftles and difcourfes for that reafon :
fo that though the words are not of Gob, yet
that they were quoted and written, was of Gob.

Let us now proceed, with the utmoft care and

caution, to ftate and unfold the true narure of
divine
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divine infpiration: the matter is infinitely im-
portant and ufeful, and deferves our moft intenfe
thoughts, and the fevereft confideration.—~Some
writers may have carried the idea of the infpira-
tion of our facred penmen too high; the doing
which is the way to injure the beft caufe in the
world. Other authors, at the fame time, have
gone much too low, fo as to leflen the majefty
and grandeur of the facred fcriptures, and di-
minifh that veneration, love, and regard for the
holy Bible, which is fo abfolutely neceflary for
the maintaining the credit and honour of the
word of Gop, and the fupport and advancement
of true religion 1in the church of Gop. But, in
whatever divine Infpiration confifts, two axioms,
or truths, are clear and evident to the underftand-
ing of every ferious and honeft chriftian,

AxitowM 1.

Something is meant by Infpiration, which is
fo peculiar to the facred books, that it cannot be
faid of any other books or writings in the whole
world.

AxitomM 2.

And that this Infpiration, be it what it will;
ts fo common to all the parts of our facred
oracles, that none of them are to be excluded
from a fhare in it, though focme of the books
may be infpired in a manner and degree higher
than others.

Thefe
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Thefe two remarks, or principles of clear
truth, will give us real affiftance in fearching
out the true general idea of Infpiration.

We muft affert and maintain, that all the
facred books were divinely infpired, though in
different degrees; I fay in different degrees: for
we believe there is {carce any man of fenfe but
will agree in this, that there could be no need of
the fame degree of Infpiration to write the plain
facts of hiftory, as will be requifite to make a
man a prophet to foretell future events. Our
enquiry then is this: What fort of divine In-
Ipiration or influence that muft be, that was fo
peculiar to the penmen of the facred {criptures,
that other writings have no juft right or caufe to
pretend to it, and yet fo common to thefe holy
books as that they had it, more or lefs, in all
the parts of that facred volume which we call
the BigLe ?=—and we will comprize the anfwer in
a few words.

““ This pIvINE INsPIRATION implies, that they
who delivered the sacrEp oracLEs of the old and
new teftament to mankind, were not only excited
by the fpirit of Gop to contribute their refpective
parts for the common good of the church, but
they likewife had his fpecial affiftance both in
the forming their conceptions, and framing their
writings : and they had fuch an affiftance of Gop
in their feveral compofitions, as effetually pre-

Bb vented
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vented their inferting any thing that was ravse,
or omitting any neceflary truth out of ignorance,
indolence, forgetfulnefs, or malevolence: fo that
their report of falts, and reprefentation of things,
may be very fafely and confidently depended on
by the church and people of Gop, from age to
age, and be moft abundantly ufeful and com-
fortable to them in their path to immortal glory
in the kingdom of heaven.”

But it is neceflary and extremely ufeful for us
to form our conceptions of this moft glorious
fubject, in the moft diftin¢t manner, in the fol-
lowing train of propofitions.

Propr. 1. Infpiration was an impreflion of the
fpirit of Gop on the underftanding as well as the
imagination of the facred penmen, A divine in
fluence actuated fuch perfons as were infpired :
Gop took their immortal minds and reafon into
his own hands : he touched their rational fouls,
and they acted as under the influence of the
divine being.—To make this grand affair eafy
to the conception of ferious chriftians, let it be
obferved,  that when we converfe with our
fellow-creatures by our language and voice, the
vibration of the air on their ears produces fuch
a motion in the brain, as conveys our thoughts,
images, and ideas to that power of the foul
which we call fimple intelligence, or the under-

ftanding 3
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ftanding ; and from the underftanding to the
heart and confcience of man.”

Now Gop, who has a near accefs to the {pirits
of all his fervants, made {uch impreffions on the
imagination and the underftanding of thofe whom
he chofe to be penmen of the holy fcripture, as
was fufficient and proper to convey to them the
notices of his mind and will, which he intended
for the inftruion and comfort of the church of
Gob to the end of the world: and he infallibly
aflifted them to convey thofe difcoveries of his
perfeltions, councils, and operations, fo received
and revived upon their minds, to other {fervants
and difciples of the moft high Gop.

Should any perfon curioufly or captioufly en-
quire, in what the impreflions that were made
upon the holy penmen differed, or were dif-
tinguithed from thofe inferior impreflions which
have at all umes been made on chriftians, in all
ages, fince the age of Infpiration ? we cannot fee
any inconvenience or damage that can arie from
our owning it extremely arduous and difficult to
affign precifely, and defcribe accurately, the
difference: for we may, upon good evidence, be
affured, the difference was very real and great,
though we are unable, in a particular manner,
to explain 1t and account for it to a curious and
captious enquirer,

Bb 2 Pror. 2.
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Prop. 2. This impreffion of Gop upon the
fouls of the facred penmen was f{uch as made it
abfolutely and undoubtedly cerTaIN, to the per-
fons infpired, that it came moft f{urely and in-
conteftably from Gobp: yea, as certainly as it 1s
at any time to us, that we converfe with fuch or
fuch a well-known friend or dear acquaintance,
and receive certain notices, impreflions, informa-
tions, images, or inftructions, from him. And
this muft be allowed by all {erious, intelligent,
and honeft men, who have calmly confidered the
matter.

‘To make this more eafy to the conceptions of

my dear young readers, let me defire you to con-
fider, that the greatelt {peakers and writers in all
ages, were always able to diftinguifth themiclves,
by their ftyle and manner of {peaking, from the
vulgar herd of f{peakers and writers. What
think you of Demofthenes and Plato, of Homer,
Socrates, and Xenophon, among the Greeks; of
Cicero, Virgil, Salluft, and Livy, among the
Romans ? And what think you of Milton, Mr,
Addifon, and Dr. Young, amongft the Englith
writers ? Or were I to come down a little lower,
to Hervey, as a writer; and to a Pitt, and a
Barre, as {peakers. Could not any of thefe be
diftinguithed, in their ftyle or manner of ex-
preflion, and their energy and elegance of
thought, from the ccmmon clafs of authors and

9 fpeakers ?
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fpeakers? Could not the glorious Demofthenes
be diftingnifhed, in the force and fire of his
thoughts and language, from the words or
writings of porters and coblers ? You yourfelves
are not at a lofs for a moment what anfwer to
give: you fee the difference with an intuitive
readinefs, and without one fingle doubt,

But we will return to the facred {criptures,
and give an inftance in the greatefl and beft man
then in the world. I mean the glorious father of
all true believers, He had a command from
Gop of the moft ftartling and aftonithing kind.
Nature muft recoil, and the bowels of a father
could not but relent and yearn over his dear
fon. And had there been the leaft room to
doubt whether the impreffion came from Gop,
his refufal to comply had been right and juft in
the eyes of men and angels, yea, in the eye of
Gop himfelf. I fay again, Gop him{elf muit
have juftified and approved of his refufal. But,
behold, he freely complies, and Gop accepts his
ready compliance, as a bright evidence of the
truth and the viftorious ftrength of his faith.

This is inconceiveable, had he not had full
conviction and fatisfation in the manner and
circumftances of the impreflion, that it came
from Gop only: and if he could have fuch full
fatisfaction in a matter fo delicate and awful, fo

nice and diftrefling, {o as to act upon it without
dread.
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dread, and without the leaft hefitation or demur;
then it may eafily be conceived, that the per-
fons whom Gop chofe as the penmen of the holy
fcripture might, in the fame way, have full

fatisfaction as to the imprefiions they felt, that
they were really divine, or from the {pirit of

Gop.

But left any {ceptic or caviller, or honeft en-
quirer after truth, fhould apprehend, that, in
this way, a door is opened to enthufiafm and
delufion, fo that we fhall never know truth from
error, or the infpirations of Gop from the wild
freaks of human imagination; we have an ad-
mirable anfwer ready by one of the moft mafcu-
line writers in the world : I mean the great John
Smith, of Cambridge, in his difcourfe on Pro-
phecy. Thus fpeaks that eminent man: * That
the prophetical {pirit, feating itfelf in the rational
powérs as well as in the imagination, did never
alienate the mind, but inform and enlighten it;
and they that were ated by this {pirit, always
maintained a clearnefs and conlfiftency of rREAsoN
with ftrength and folidity of jupemenT. For
Gop did not make ufe of idiots or fools to reveal
his will by, but fuch whofe intellectual powers
were intire, {found, ftrong, and perfect; and he
imptinted fuch a clear copy of his wifdom, holi-
nefs, and truth upon them, as that it became
their own fenle, being digefted fully into their

underftandings,
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underftandings, fo as they were able to deliver
and reprefent it to other men as truly as any can
paint forth his own thoughts,”*

But, farther, let us anfwer the obje@ion by
obferving, That it is one thing to own fuch
divine impreflions, before there was a written
rule, and in the cafe of all thofe facred writers
who were to bear a part in the compiling of this
rule of faith; and a quite different thing to allow
of pretenfions to like impreffions, fince the rule
has been given, and the whole cavon of scrip-
TuRrE fixed and fertled.

And, again, ’tis one thing for a fervant of
Gob to have fuch a divine impreflion merely for
his own condudt, and to alt according to it; and
a quite different thing for a man to pretend, by
virtue of an impreflion he thinks divine, to give
rules to others, expecting they fhould be in-
fluenced by them,

In this latter cafe, fome clear and mighty
evidence, confirming the divinity of fuch an im-
preflion, has ever and jultly been demanded ; and
Gob, therefore, did not leave his infpired fervants
deftitute of fuitable and glorious MmirR acLES, which
are the only external and prefent means to confirm
the piviniTy of thofe impreffions, to which he
expected other perfons fhould pay the utmoft at-
tention, and the moft profound veneration and
regard. Pror. 3.

* Sec Smith’s Seleét Difcourfos, page 190273, 4to. 166a.



I 200 ]

Propr. 3. By fuch fort of impreflions as thofe
mentioned above, the penmen of the facred
oracles were ftirred up to write ; for they fpake
as they were moved, pheromenoci, borne on by the
holy Spirit. 2 Pet. 1. 21. That 15, fays Dr.
Guife, they fpake and wrote only fuch things as
were {uggefted to them by the holy Spirit, whofe
immediate dictate excited them to utter the 1deas
which he raifed in their minds, and to exprefs
them in words that thould convey the true fenfe
of them.*

Our divine oracles confift of divers parts,
Some of thofe parts give light into the doctrines
of our holy religion, while others only contain
the hiftory of the church and people of Gob:
fome contain predictions of future events, while
others contain rules and directions for duty and
virtubus practice. None of the facred writers
were left to chufe their own part, any otherwife
than under the conduct of the holy Spirit, who
was the grand overfeer, or glorious SUPERINTEN-
pENT of the wHoLE.

They fet themfelves to writing, and to the
particular fubjects on which they treated, and in
the method which they feverally purfued, juft as
he inclined their hearts, moved on their paffions,
conducéted their underftandings, and actuated all

their

* See Dr. John Guile’s judicious Expofition ef the New Teftament,
Vol. 3. pe 6530
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their intelleCtual or rational powers, and no
otherwife,

Propr. 4. They alted under the influence of
fuch impreflions of the {pirit of Gop, through-
out the whole compofure of their feveral writings,
from firft to laft, till their glorious works were
compleatly finithed, for the honour of Gop, and
the good of the church, to the end of the world.

The divine Spirit immediately fuggefted and
dictated to them fuch things as were matters of
pure revelation. He likewife illuminated their
minds in the {feveral do&trinal and practical truths
which they delivered in writing: he refrefhed
their memories as to the things they knew in a
common way : he helped them to bring forth the
things that were divinely imprefled on their ima-
gination: and fo conducted them in all their
compofitions, that they neither emitted any thing
which he thought neceffary and expedient, nor
inferted any thing but what would ferve his pur-
pofes ; but felef7ed thofe ideas, images, facts, and
difcoveries, that he knew would be moft profitable
for doétrine, reproof, corretion, and inftruétion,
from one age to another, to the end of the
world.

Pror. 5. Thefe divine impreffions of the {pirit
of Gop did not deprive the perfons infpired of
the ufe of their reafon and underftanding, nor
deftroy the difference of their feveral natural

Cc faculties
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faculties and abilities, but were attempered to
the different genius and education of the facred
writers. The feveral penmen of the holy ferip-
tures made ufe of their rational powers as far as
they could be {erviceable to their purpofe, and
the {pirit of Gob fupplied their defetts: fo that
the poetical books, and other parts of the Bible,
may appear to be the effelts of ftudy and medi-
tation, and yet be infpired by Gop: for Infpira-
~tion did not neceffarily exclude thought and ftudy
in facred compofures, though it fecured from
error or all mifconceptions and mifreprefentations
to the people and church of Gop.

The holy Spirit ufed the facred penmen as
reafonable creatures, and made ufe of their judg-
ments, memories, and affections; but they acted
under his guidance in the whole of their work.

Their ftyle and language, or the manner in
which they expreffed their conceptions and pai-
fions, naturally differing from each other, the
holy Spirit did not hinder or alter this difference
in thofe writings which they drew up under his
conducl; but it was of the fame ftrain and man-
ner with what they ufed commonly in exprefling
their conceptions, except where Gop thought fic
to interpofe in fome particular elevations and
grandeur of thought, or peculiar ftrains of ma-
jefty and authority.

And though it be allowed and frecly owned,
that
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that the ftyle of the prophets, and other facred
penmen, was ufually the {ame when they fpake,
by the order of Gop, with that which they ufed
in their common difcourfe ; yet {till their being
infpired, and acting under the divine condu&, in
committing their conceptions to writing, is a
mighty fecurity and a moft delightful fatisfa&tion
to cur minds; which leads us to the next pro-
pofition.

Prop. 6. Thefe divine impreflions of the holy
Spirit preferved them from error, with which all
merely human writings are chargeable. Thefe
heavenly influences did {o, notonly in a way of
immediate sUGGESTION, when that was neceffary
to prevent miftakes and mifreprefentations, but
alfo by a fuperintending diretion; when in the
writings they drew up, they enlarged or ampli-
fied on things and faéts which came to their
knowledge in an ordinary way, and of which
they were eye and ear witnefles.,

It has been fuggefted by an half thinker, who
delights in ftarting difficulties about Infpiration,
that a man has no need of Infpiration to relate
faithfully what he has feen. Itisgranted, he has
no need of it in writing a common hiftory ; but
it is otherwife when Gop intends to make ufe of
aman to draw up a part of the sacRED HISTORY,
not only for the ufe and benefit of his church
in all future ages, but with an intention that
they thould firmly depend upon it.

Cc2 Then
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Then it is not enough that he, who is the
hiftorian, be difpofed as an honeft man, faith-
fully to relate what he has {een and heard ; but
it is likewife neceffary that he have the help of
the holy Spirit to bring things to remembrance,
to enable him duly to feleft out of many things
that might be related, fuch falts and thoughts
as are moft important and needful, and that would
be moft ufeful; and to keep from all miftakes
and errors whatfoever, both in matter, method,
and expreffion,

The divine Spirit, therefore, fo direted our
{acred penmen, as not to fuffer them to mifcarry,
or let any dafhes of their pen vary from truth, as
Fauftus Socinus would perverfely infinuate ; and
as Epifcopius, with the fame corrupt temper, has
afferted. Of this moft infallible direction of Gop,
we have fo clear and good evidence, upon the
whole, that we may boldly fay, if any particular
inftances can be produced, that are not to be re-
conciled with this propofition, it were but a re-
quifite piece of modefty for us rather to fufpect the
failure may have been in copyers and tranfcribers
than in the compilers and original writers. *

Upon

* Let any man fay the facred writers were capable of miftaking, or did
miftake in fmaller matters ; and they can find out no way for a fufficient
fecurity that they might not miftakc in greater matters likewife, and in
things of the laft moment to our fouls. Thus you fee Infidels, and their
patrons, the fceptical profeffors of the chriftian religion, attempt to un-
dermine the main fupport of our faith, and reduce us to the moft defperate
ftate of uncertainty : but blefied be Gop, wedefy their attempts ; we feat
them not.
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Upon the whole, when the great and good
apoftle Paul afferts, that all fcripture 1s given by
infpiration of Gop, his meaning is this: that it
was drawn up by perfons, chofen of Gop, and
appointed to that wonderful and moft important
work ; who, though they ufed their own natural,
rational powers in their feveral writings, were
yet under the influence of fuch divine impreflions,
as kept them from all poffibility of miftake, or
error, and mifreprefentation : they were un-
doubtedly under fuch an infallible conduct of
the holy Spirit, as their reports may be fafely
and confidently depended on by the church and
people of Gop in all ages, to the end of the
world.

RECAPITULATION.

Let us now ftand ftill for a few minutes, and
review the ground we have trod, and the fteps
we have endeavoured to make good.—We have
confidered, that it is a poflible thing with Gob
to communicate ideas to the human mind—that
he can make himfelf known to be Gop alone that
fpeaks, fo as to diftinguifh himfelf from all other
fpeakers — that Gop worked on all the beft
fprings of altion in the facred writers, and ad-
drefled himfelf to their fears, hope, gratitude,
ambition, glory, fhame, and pleafure; and thus
ftirred up their minds to write—that he infufed

the ideas and matter of the fcriptures into the
minds
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minds of the penmen, preferved them free from
all miftakes in the hiftories, the facred poems,
the prophecies, the doctrines, laws, and pro-
mifes.—And now I do, with real gratitude to
Gop rifing from the depths of my foul, adore
his goodnefs, mercy, and faithfulnefs, for con-
ducting me thus far through my work., Bleffed,
for ever blefled be my divine mafter, that the
MAIN DIFFICULTY 1n this moft delicate and im-
portant {ubject is over; and I truft that every
fenfible and honeft reader will acknowledge, that
a rational and fatisfying account is given of the
true nature of Infpiration,

But there is likewife one great and good man
to whom, under Gop, I am more indebted than
to all the authorsin the world befides. Iowea
debt of juftice and gratitude to Grotius, for his
celebrated book, de Veritate, 12mo.—to Dr.
Stillingfleet, for his Origines Sacrz, 4to.—to
Dr. Owen, for his Treatife on the Divine Origi-
nal, and felf-evidencing Light of the Scriptures,
12mo. 16585 and his Reafon of Faith, §vo.—
to the great Halyburton, for his Differtation on
the Reafon of Faith, 4to. at the end of his book
againit the Deifts—to the amiable and excellent
Mr. Benjamin Bennett, for his admirable Sermons
on Infpiration, 8vo. 1730; with many other
worthy divines on this fubject.  But 1 owe more
to one man than to them all; I found in him

what
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what T fought for every where elfe in vain: and
I blefs Gop to eternity, that my wants are moft
happily fupplied by a man of a clear, rational
head, of a warm, honeft, found heart, trained
up in good learning and religion from his youth 3
his judgment and tafte matured by age and re-
gular ftudies of the beft kind for noble fervices
in the church of Gobo. In this author I found
clear, cool, manly reafoning, without the wild-
nefs of enthufialin, or the leaft fcepticifm of in-
fidels : in a word, this worthy man appeared to
me 1o have wrote with defign to aid my thoughts
in my greateft difficulty ; and I {fpeak with more
freedom and copioufnefs on purpofe to recom-
mend him to the beft and deareft affeions of
young ftudents of divinity, who feel their hearts
warmed with a generous ambition to be of real
ufe and confequence in the church of Gop. %

* The incomparable work on this fubjeé is intituled, The Infpiration
of the Holy Writings of the Old and New Teftament, confidered and

improved in fourteen fermons, preached at the merchants’ lecture at
Sdlter’s-Hall, by Edmund Calamy, D. D,

N. B. Thefe fermons were preached at the Tuefday’s le@ure, beginning
Avuguft 22, 1704, and finithed March 19, 1706, With grief and indigra~
tion I declare, that none of all my friends ever {poke one word concerning
this work for above thirty years ; nor did it come into my hands till Saturday,
Sept. 21, 1771 : then Ifound what I had been anxioufly feeking for; but
in vain every where elfe. | laid it down for a rule, from which I would
never depart, that I would take nothing upon truft, except my own
exiftence ; and that I would fubmit to nothing but what convinced my un-
derftanding by rational evidence, Such evidence I have fought with al] the
ardour and fweat of my foul; and fuch evidence I have found to my eternal

~ fatisfa@ion and delight., And this is the evidence, my dear reader, which I
have propofed to you : and this kind of evidence I will propofe to your rea-
fon, and yous heart, in all the {ubfequent Contemplations,

3 Selett



