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3. Hopz.—This was another {pring of ation
on which Gop worked, or operated, when he ex-
cited the facred writers to record the difcoveries
of his heart. If we begin with Mofes, we may
eafily conceive, that hope operated mighuly in
his bofom, when he was penning this book
in the wildernefs, He was at the head of
two millions of people, for whofe future hap-
pinefs he was infinitely concerned; he faw a
numerous race of children rifing into exiftence,
life, action, and immortality ; he knew the weak-
nefs of human reafon, and the unfpeakable need
of a revelation to lead them into the paths of
wifdom, duty, and happinefs: and, under the
powerful impreflions of Gob’s {pirit, he wrote
difcoveries, ftatutes, falls, predictions, promifes,
and threatenings, with the moft exalted and
vigorous hope of being the glorious inftrument
of promoting their prefent order, peace, and
happinefs, as well as of their future eternal fal-
vation. Methinks, if we trace the emotions
of his devout and generous heart, we fhall
find him firongly feeling fuch fentiments as
thefe : ““ 1 am now penning down thefe thoughts,
which I received from my Gop, for the ufe of
this vaft body of people: by this means I fhall
inftru&, convince, perfuade, and comfort mil-
lions yet unborn: I fee, that, after I am dead,

this people thall multiply as the ftars of heaven,
and
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and as the fands on the fea fhore: I fee, that,
through a period of fifteen hundred years, pro-
digious multitudes fhall arife into exiftence, and
receive unfpeakable advantage from my writings.”

3. GraTtiTupr was another {pring which
operated powerfully in the bofoms of the facred
writers, while compofing their immortal books
for the fervice of the church in all ages. Grati-
tude 1s a lively fenfe of favours beftowed, with
an ardent defire, or a paflionate inclination, to
make all poflible returns of affeGtion and fervice.

What a ftrong fenfe muft Mofes feel of the
diftinguithing goodnefs of Gob to himfelf ? and
how mightily muft this ftir him up to the higheft
affection, and to the utmoft readinefs to ferve the
intereft and glory of Gop in the world? How
muft he wifh, for forty years together, to {pread
abroad the knowledge, the glories, the juftice,
the grace, and the dominion of Gop amongft
the millions of the Jewith tribes ? and how does
this gratitude breathe in his precious writings ?
particularly in the laft book he wrote; where
every page is a fhining evidence of ardent devo-
tion and gratitude to his Gop.

What pathetic ftrains of gratitude live, and
burn, and thine, in a thoufand paffages in the
book of Plalms: what an overwhelming fenfe of
the divine goodnefs! what intenfe and vigorous
affetion; even to fuch a tranicendent eminence

as
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as to appear above the powers and thoughts of
mortal men; and almoft to rival the affetions
and devotion of the angels of Gop !

A perfon can hardly open the book of Pfalms,
but he muft fee an ardour of foul, which, con-
fidering it iffues from the breafts of imperfe&
creatures, imprifoned in duft and afhes, may welt
nigh put angels to the bluth, and ftir them up
to higher devotion, and more ardent and intenfe

fire and praife.

What gratitude to Gop muft Isaraufeel ? that
greateft of men, that fublime orator of Gop! If
ever there was a man highly diftinguithed above
his fellow mortals, for four thoufand years, this
was the man; this was the peculiar favourite of
Heaven,

And if we look into the bofom of the divine
apoftle Pavur, what flames of gratitude burned
in his foul for above thirty years together; and
how did it animate him to the moft mighty ef-
forts, by preaching, fuffering, and by his writings,
to diffufe the knowledge of the perfections and
glories of his redeeming Gob.

If we were to fearch the breaft of Peter, the
vile back-flider, when once pardoned and re-
ftored, and filled with love and gratitude to his
divine mafter, what wonders of grace and zeal

fhould we here explore! And can we imagine
10 that
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that John, the beloved difciple, who had the
honour to lean on his redeemer’s breaft; can we
imagine that he would be behind his brothers
Peter and Paul in gratitude to his Gop! In g
word, the more we examine their tempers and de-
votion, the more we fhall admire,

4. Honeft and facred amsiTioNn animated the
MinDs of the PENMEN of the BiBLE.

Ambition is a mixt paffion, made up of boun-
dlefs admiration of an infinite good, and eternal
defire to poffefs that good as our own for ever.

Ambition is then only guilty, or criminal, in
the eye of Gop, when it proceeds from a bad
fpring, and terminates in 2 wrongobjeét: fuch
was the ambition of the devils, and of all the
mighty wicked tyrants on the face of the whole
earth, in the feveral ages and parts of the world.

But the facred writers were well purged from
all this deteftable and contemptible pride and
vanity : their paffions of wonder and defire ter-
minated on the fupreme good, the infinite Gop.
To have his approbation was their utmoft aim
and honour, beyond which they could not ftretch
a fingle thought. To enjoy his love, and live
under his fmiles, was their higheft happinefs;
beyond which they could not exert one fingle
defire, This gave the moft fublime ferment to

all their paffions and thoughts. I look into the
breaft
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breaft of Mofes, and I fee his paflions all on fire .
hope, gratitude, joy, and holy ambition, to ap-
prove himfelf to Gob, all blended together in
one grand blaze of glory; and working him up
to the higheft pitch of rational zeal for the honour
of the divine perfettions, withing, above all
things, to meet the notice of his divine mafter’s
eye, and receive, at the final iffue of his life
and immortal writings, the eternal plaudit of his
Gobp.

As for the apoftle Paul, he was the moft an-
bitious man that ever lived in the world : and he
avows it in the ftrongeft terms, with regard to
himfelf ; and he exhorts others to follow him in
the fame glorious temper and difpofition.

Thus he fpeaks in Rom. xv. 20. For it has
been the object of my ambition * to preach the
gofpel.  And in 2 Cor. v. 9. he avows it again:
““ Therefore we make it the height of our ambi-
tion, § that we may be well pleafing to Chrift.”
And in 1 Thef, 1v. 11. he thus exhorts his pu-
pils: Make it your ambition I to live quietly,
And in Titus iil. 14. he nobly fays, “ Let thofe
that belong to us, learn to diftinguifh + them-
felves in good works, or outftrip others, and
ftand before them in good works.” And in

Rom. 1. 7. he makes it the effential character
of

#® Philotimoumenon. § Philotimoumetha., 1 Philotimeifthaie
+ Proifatthai,
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of a true chriftian, That by a patient continuance
in wELL DOING, he feeks for glory, * honour, and
immortality ; that is, for immortal glory and

honour in the prefent approbation, and in the
eternal prefence of Gop,

This naturally leads us to a more diftint con-
fideration of another {pring of ation, which
atuated the f{ouls of the facred writers, and
which is fo clofely interwoven with the above,

that it is almoft needlefs to make it a diftinét
head, viz.

5. GrLory and SuaMmE,

Glory, as it exifts in an immortal foul, is a
mixed paflion, made up of the higheft joy and
the moft ardent felf-love blended together in
equal proportions.

>Tis a high-fpirited joy in the greateft good,
mixed with the ftrongeft felf-love for my own
foul, as connected with that beft good.

A lively fenfe of my intereft in this pureft
good alts upon my {elf-efteem of my own foul,
and increafes the force of it.—~My felf-valuation
alts on the fenfe I have of my intereft in the
richeft good, and increafes the force of my joy
in it; and thus they re-at on each other, and
increafe the firength and fire of each.

My

* Doxan kai timen kai aphtharfian zetoufi.

fé
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My value for my own immortal foul makes
me rejoice in my intereft in Chrift, the fupreme
good : and my joy in my intereft in this infinite
good, excites me to put an higher value on my
own foul, which is endued with {fuch wonderful
and irnmortal powers, as renders me capable of
an eternal pofleflion and fruition of this good.
This is loving myfelf in Gop and loving Gop
in mylelf, as a creature capable of enjoying fo
valt a glory in the boundlefs and immortal ex-
iftence of the firft and beft of all beings.

Now, if ever any men in the world were ca-
pable of this glory, the facred writers were the
men ! if ever any men rejoiced in the fupreme
pood, thefe were the men: if ever any men
elteemed themfelves as Intereflted in Gob, thefe
were the men : 1f ever any men had the ftrongeft
and higheft felf-valuation for their own fouls, as
connelted with Chrift, thefe were the men: if
ever any men had a rich affemblage of the moft
refplendent virtues and graces, thefe were the
men.

‘Whatever thining perfections have adorned
human nature in any age of the world, what-
ever can conftitute folid glory of characer and
real greatnefs of foul, 1s to be found in thefe
fublime penmen of the facred fcriptures. And
the more we examine the real internal characters
of Mofes, Ifaiah, and Paul, the more we thall

& be
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be convinced of the truth and juftice of the above
reflections or affertions : nor will one chara&er of
all the penmen fink, but rife, on our fevereft
{crutiny, into his whole life and character, down
to the hour of his death,

Shame is a dread of cenfure and contempt,
knowing that we have faid or done fomething to
deferve it.

"Tis a painful expectation of difgrace and
fcorn, arifing from a conicioufnefs that we have
alted a vile and difhonourable part towards Goo,
or our fellow-creatures; or towards both.

>T'is a painful confufion of foul, on an appre
henfion of our being in great danger of lofing
our good name, and beauty of charaéter, by our
having done fome fecret foolith altion, which is
likely to come to open day-light, before our
friends, our enemies, and all the world.

Shame is a paffion made up of forrow, felf-
love, and felf-contempt, on our being fuddenly
found out and {urprized in the a&ion of a fool,
or the bafenefs of a falfe-hearted villain,

Tis the very oppofite of glory, which is a
mixture of pure ftrong joy in a great good, and
an ardent {elf-love as connected with that good,
and put into pofleflion of it. But fhame is a
fenfe of our lofs of this good, and a felf-con-

tempt on account of our haying deferved that

lofs for ever.
Z 2 Now,
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Now, the higher fenfe of glory the infpired
writers had, the keener was their fenfe of thame.

And if ever any men had the keeneft fenfe of
glory ; if ever any men in the world were alive
to glory and fhame; if ever any men had the
ftrongeft dread of fhame, and the utmoft cautior
to avoid it before Gop and all the world—thefe
were the men.

No perfon ever encouraged and excited an
honeft ambition to excel in wifdom, fortitude,
and a generous zeal, fo much as the eternal fon
of Gop, feated on his lofty throne in heaven, and
addrefling himfelf to all his churches on earth to
the end of time, For we are not foolifhly to
imagine, that Chrift’s addrefles were confined to
one little {pot, the lefler Afia, or to {even fingle
churches, in one fingle periad of time. To con-
fine ourfelves in fuch narrow limits and views
would difcover a poverty of underftanding, and
fuch meannefs of foul, as muft be infinitely dif-
honourable to the vaft views of the fon of Gop,
and the boundlefs extent of his conceptions,

Seven times, yea eight times, he fpeaks to
the chriftian conqueror, Rev. i i1, xxi. And
eighteen diftinét honours he propofes and pro-
mifes to the brave and nobly-ambitious {foldier
in his armies.—Here ambition may nife to an
unbounded and eternal empire.

Honour
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Honour is an inward ftate of dignity and dif-
tinction in the eye, and approbation and empire
of Gop; fo as to be beyond the reach of con-
tempt, fcorn, difdain, and juft fudpicion, or
calumny of men or devils.

6. PLEASURE, or a SENSE of DELIGHT was
another {pring of action, on which the {pirit of
Gop operated when he ftirred up the minds of
the facred penmen to write the holy fcriptures.

If we were to examine the minds of the fineft
pagan geniufes that have ever figured in the
learned world, we fhall find that the pleafures of
imagination, and the vigorous hopes of immortal
fame, were the main {prings that excited them to
compofe their fublime poems and monuments of
hiftory and mafculine eloquence. It would be a
pleafing and ufeful {peculation to purfue this
thought, and apply it to the produtions of
Homer and Demofthenes, to Cicero and Virgil.
—It would yield us farther delight and improve-
ment to apply eurfelves to trace out the mafter
{prings and motives which fet to work the pens
of Bacon, Boyle and Milton, of Newton, Locke,
Pope and Dr. Young, with a thoufand other
authors of ancient and modern times. This
would giveus a clear infight into the good and
bad {prings which altuate the heart of man. We
at prefent forbear, although I had prepared fome
materials on this enchanting theme; but I muft

leave
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leave it to the contemplation of virtuous and
ingenious young perfons to purfue it at their
leifure, and return to my purpofe of tracing out
the facred pleafure which the holy writers felt
when they penned the words of Gop for the fal-
vation of the church.—Here the {prings of
pleafure were all refined and confecrated to the

honour and glory of the admirable perfections of
Gop.

Pleafure, or a fenfe of delight, muft necefiarily
be in its very nature, an agreeable fenfation of
the foul ; a lively fatisfaction and eafe of mind;
an agreeable feeling in the powers and affections
of the heart; a pure confcioufnefs of the pre-
fence of beauty, truth, and goodnefs, as highly
fuited to our tafte; a fweet gratification of the

rational powers ; a joyous recreation of the
mind.

Pleafure 1s the refult of perceptive powers,
and an objet well adapted to thofe powers.
*T'is the genuine effect of a fuitable objedt, rightly
applied to a well-difpofed and delicate faculty,—
The revelations of Gop are glorious objeéts, full
of truth and grandeur, goodnefs, novelty, and
beauty, fuited to aretified and holy mind, richly
adapted to regale a found and correét imagina-
tion, and to give the utmoft pleafure to a lively
and holy tafte for all that i1c fublime and beautiful
in the councils, operations, and perfections of

the moft high Goo. Happinefg



[ 183 1

Happinefs confifts in pleafure, and pleafure is
the aim of all human aétions: ’tis the aim of the
fevereft virtue and holinefs.

The excellency of pleafure is to be eftimated
by the nature and duration of the capacities ; to
which that pleafure is adapted, and which are
fit to enjoy it.

The pleafures of a man are above the pleafures
of a beaft

The pleafures of an oyfter, a bird, a beaft, and
a man, cannot be in all things the {fame, either
as to kind or degree.

The pleafures of an angel are above thofe of a
mar.

The pleafures of the man Chrift Jefus are
above thofe of an angel; and the pleafures of
the eternal fon of Gop are infinitely above the
pleafures of his human nature.

'The defire in man after pleafure is unboundedly
violent, and eternally inextinguifhable : and, with-
out a full gratification of this defire, man muft be
a moft curfed and miferable creature for ever.

A ftate of eafe, in all the powers and affetions
of a rational and immortal being, muft be in-
evitably a ftate of pleafure.

As holinefs in man is a lively and ardent in-
clination or difpofition to cleave to Gop, and

produce
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produce good to all the objects of rational
agency; fo pleafure i1s a lively fenfation of the
inward prefence of the pureft good: and fuch a
fenfation the facred writers felt when they penned
their immortal writings, under the impreffions of
the goodnefs and beauty of Gob.

‘Trace out the pleafures of knowledge, con-
templation, refleétion, and hope, that Mofes,
David, Ifaiab, Paul, felt in writing their holy
books.

The pleafures of a wife and worthy man muft
confift very much in the perception of the pureft
and nobleft truth: in daily contemplations on
objetts of the higheft grandeur, of the moft
aftonithing novelty, and the moft attrattive
beauty : a perpetual reflexion on thefe objects
will be a perpetual {pring of new pleafure ; and
a pofleflicn of the goodnefs contained in thefe
objects muft vaftly increafe the pleafure of re-
fleCting upon them, efpecially if we add the con-
fideration of a vigorous hope of eternally enjoy-
ing thefe pleafures, without the poffibility of a
difappointment. Now let us apply all this to
Mofes, David, Ifaiah, and Paul.

Let us enter into the bofom of Mofes, and
confider what infinite delight he muft take in all
the glorious objects which Gop opened to his
ravifhed underftanding! O! Sirs, what a prof-

pect
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pett 1s here! to be informed of the whole pro-
cefs of creation: to fee, with the eyes of his
mind, the heavens and earth leaping from nothing
into exiftence : to fee the light fpring out of Gop,
and expand its rays over the dark chaos: to fee
the earth and waters divide from each other! to
{ee the trees, plants, and flowers, fprout up in a
moment in thoufands of forms : to fee the mighty
mafs of fire, the fun, fixed in the centre, the
moon and ftars all ftarting into view, to be-
fpangle the grand dome or arch of heaven! to
fee the birds leap into exiftence, life, ard altion,
and fly in the open expanfe: to fee, by the light
of Goo’s fpirit, all the fithes, from the little
minnow to the mountainous whale, {pring into
life and motion, and {port in the almoft boundlefs
ocean ! to fee the beafts, both wild and tame, in
their wvarious forms, rife out of the earth and
play in the fields and forefts.

W hat unutterable pleafure muft Mofes feel on
contemplating, in the light of the bleffed {pirit,
the original perfettions and beauties of the foul
and body of the firft man, when he faw him, in
the cleareft point of view, under the forming
hands of Gop, rifing out of the duft, and en-
dued with a living and rational foul from the
immortal breath of Gop.

He faw that this man, juft {prung into life

from the hands of his maker, had a foul thining
A a with
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with rays of divine and heavenly light, and
adorned with the brighteft wifdom and moft
beautiful knowledge and prudence, whereby he
was not only perfe&tly mafter of the nature of
created things, but was charmed and delighted
with the contemplation of uncreated truth: the
eyes of his underftanding being conftantly fixed on
the perfetions of his Gop, from the confideration
of which perfeftions he deduced, by the cleareft
reafoning, what was equitable and juft, what
worthy of Gop, and what worthy of himfelf, as
a creature, perceptive of what was fit and beauti-
ful in temper and altion.

He had likewife the pureft holinefs of will,
refting in Gop as the fupreme truth; and re-
vering him as the moft tremendous majefty ;
loving him as the chief and only good ; and, for
the fake of Gop, holding dear whatever his mind
divinely taught, pointed out as grateful to Gop,
refembling his holy nature, and expreflive of his
perfections : in fine, whatever contributed to the
acquiring an Intimate union, an immediate con-
nexion with him; delighting in the communion
of his Gop, which was now allowed him, pant-
ing after farther converfe with him, raifing him-
felf to this correfpondence with Gop, by the
various creatures, as fo many {cales or fteps:
and, finally, fetting forth the praifes of his moft

unfpotted holinefls as the moft perfect pattern,
according
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according to which he was to frame both him{elf
and his actions to the utmoft of his ability and
zeal. This was delighting himfelf in Gop.
Job xxxiv. g.

The rectitude and beauty of his foul * was
accompanied with a moft regular temperature of
the whole body ; all whofe members, as inftru-
ments of holinefs and juftice, prefented them-
felves ready and altive at the firft impulfe and
motion of his holy will.,

Nor was it becoming Gop to form a rational
immortal creature for any other purpofe than his
own fupreme glory; which glory the rational
creature himfelf, unlefs wife and holy, could
neither perceive, difcern, nor celebrate, as fhining
forth in the other works of Gobp. Deftitute of
this light, and deprived of this endowment of
holinefs, what could the creature man prove, but
the reproach and difgrace of his creator; a filly
foolith child, every way unfit to anfwer the great
end of his creation.

We

% Read that prince of all divines, Dr, Witfius’s Oeconomy of the
Covenants ; in which. work you fee the fineft combination of tafte, cle-
gance, learning, and manly devotion, that perhaps ever appeared in any
body of divinity in the World, I began the ftudy of it in April, 1746 ;
and do affure my young friends, that it has endeared itfelf to me more and
more to this day : Hervey might well fay, ¢ I lament it as one of my
greateft loffes, that I was acquainted with this excellent author no
fooner.” I am happy to inform the Englith Reader, that a new edition
of the tranflation is now to be had at Mr. Dilly’s, on very eafy Terms,

3 vols. 8vo,
A a2
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We fhould now proceed to confider the farther
pleatures of Mofes, in his views of all the grand
{cenes and faéts, which rofe up in his mind whilft
writing his facred books.

We fhould then view the pleafures of the
holy pfalmift, the prophet Ifaiab, and the other
prophets ; with the facred evangelifts and apoftles:
but thefe muft be omitted, as a large difcourfe
on this excellent theme would make this part of
the work difproportionable to the reft—every
intelligent reader will pleafe to enlarge on it in
his own meditations,

We now proceed to the moft delicate and
difficult part of our work, on the nature of In-
fpiration: I {hall have infinite reafon to adore
Gopb to eternity, if he will pleafe to conduét me
with wifdom and fuccefs through this branch of
my defign; fo that my dear readers, for whofe
fake I principally write, thall have a clear and
judicious apprehenfion of the nature of Infpira-
tion. The great difficulty lies in fteering our
courfe between the two extremes of a wild en-
thufia{im, and a cold and barren {peculation; but
to treat the fubje@ with clear and determinate
ideas, and in fuch juft and proper language as
thall at once enlighten the underftanding and
warm the heart,

In the name and fear of Gop let us proceed.
IV. GOD
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1V. GOD infufed the TauoveHTs and MATTER
of the scripTURE into the sours of the facred
PENMEN,

Here let us proceed with prudence and caution,
and make every ftep good and firm as we go:
and we will, by way of preliminary, introduce
the words of a very judicious divine, whofe
fentiments we adopt as proper to our prefent
purpofe. *

1. When we fay that the fcriptures are the
word of Gop, or that this word is of Gop, we
do not mean that it was aLL {poken with an ar-
ticulate voice by him, or that it was aLL written
immediately by the finger of Gop. The law of
the Ten Commandments were indeed articulately
fpoken by him, and the writing of them was the
writing of Gop. Exod. xx. 1. God fpake all
thefe words, faying, Exod. xxxi. 18. And he
gave to Mofes—two tables of ftone, written with
the finger of Gop. xxxii. 16. And the tables
were the work of Gob : and the writing was the
writing of Gop ; graven upon the tables: in
which Gop fet an example to his penmen in after
times, to write whatever might be fuggefted by
him to their fouls, that it might remain upon
record to be read. But it is certain that all the
Bible was not fpoken or written in the fame man-
ner as the law on mount Sinai. It is fufficient

that
* D, Gill’s Body of Divinity, vol: 1. page 42



