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To my werTHy FrIENDS in LonpoN, Bristor,
and NorTHaMPTON, and {everal other parts
of the kinepoM, who have encouraged the
publication of thefe CoNTEMPLATIONS.

Dear and honoured Friends,

S this work is defigned to give a pleafing

and comprehenfive view of all the branches

of the curisTIAN RELIGION, I muft defire your

attentlon for a few moments, whilft I lay before

you the chief outlines, and the manner in which
I have conducted the whole.

I have determined to take no principle of re-
ligion upon truft ; that is, I have not {uppofed
any one thing to be true, but my own exiftence;
and this is fo evident, that I cannot make 1t more
plain by any kind of reafoning whatfoever. 1
proceed to confider the moft ftriking and popular
evidences of the exiftence of God—and in the
fecond ContempraTiON, I fhall prove the im-
mortality of the foul, and reprefent its powers
and affections in the moft eafy and familiar man-
ner, on the principles of reafon alone—in the
third ConTeEmPLATION, I fhall fet before you the
nature and madnefs of atheifm,* and its ruinous
confequences to mankind—in the fourth Con-

TEMPLATION,

% This part is omitted on account of the horrid deformity of the fubject.



TEMPLATION, I fhall attempt to demonftrate the
utter infufficiency of reafon, in its prefent ftate,
to lead us to eternal happinefs, or the everlafting
poffeflion of the favour of Gop. I fhall then
eafily evince the abfolute neceflity of a divine
revelation to lead us to the clear knowledge of
Gop and our duty, and a ftate of future happinefs
or eternal life.  'We fhall go on to demonftrate
the polhibility of a revelation from Gobp—=the
nature of infpiration, and the clear evidences of
it.—As this is a fubject of great difficulty, and
unutterable importance, I muft proceed, by flow
and fure fteps, to ftate this matter in the moft
clear and unexceptionable manner in my power;
and, indeed, this I have found, by many years
experience, to be the moft arduous part of my
work : 1t requires the moft intenfe thoughts, and
the moft fevere attention and care: how I have
fucceeded, muft be left to the candid and im-
partial judgment of my readers. I truft I
have not written one line, but with a {acred re-
verence of Gop, and with clear and determinate
ideas, as far as the very fublime nature of the
fubject would admit. I defire to write every page
of this work with a profpet of the awful tribunal
of Gop : before him I muft thortly appear to give
an account of all the fecret {prings of my altions,
and all the labours of my life. I know, after
thirty-two years enquiry, that, on the principles
of reafon, my foul is immortal; and, on the
principles of the gofpel, my eternal exiftence,

either



either blifsful or miferable, muft be determined
by the word and will of the Lord Jefus Chrift:
I am certain, that, by Him, every man’s charalter
will be declared, and the ftate of every foul
fixed for eternity. At my time of life, there
is not a moment to be loft in trifling with Gop
and the fouls of men; I would therefore with to
be as ferious as death in every thing I do for the
fervice of mankind. The happinefs of the rifing
ceneration lies very near my heart, and to that
objelt I direct all my labours and all my views.
If I may promote and propagate the clear know-
ledge of Gob in Chrift, and vital holinefs in the
fouls of men—if I can but poflfefs a peaceful
confcience and an approving Gobp, I fhall feel
myfelf not only eafy under any unkind fufpicions
of men, but. fhall be fafe from unjuft cenfure and
fcorn. I hope I fhall pity bad men, and love
good men, even if they fhould treat me with
{everity and rigour. If i fhould be found in any
material error; I will readily acknowledge it, and
gratefully love the friend who fhall point it out.

When we have fully demonftrated the divine
infpiration and authority of the holy Scriptures,
we fhall proceed to difplay their excellent ufeful-
nefs to the fouls of men-—the affetions of true
chriftians towards thefe facred writings, with rules
for the right underftanding cf the law and gofpel —
we thall clofe this part of our work with a plain
and eafy view of the whole book of the Revela-

tions.
We



We fhall then advance to the confideration of
the glorious perfettions of Gop—the feripture
do&rine of the true and proper divinity of the
Son and Spirit of Gob—a profpect of the various
parts of creation—and a large demonftration of
a fpecial and peculiar providence for the fupport
of fincere believers in Chrift. 'We fhall confider
the original perfections and glory of man—his
ruin and recovery 1in all its capital parts—and
take a view of all the doltrines and bleffings of
grace—the various branches of {in and duty—
the beauty of f{ocial religion, and the laft {cenes
of death-—the immortality of the foul, on the
principles of revelation—the terror and glory of
the refurrettion, the eternal judgment, heaven
and hell.

Such is the work now propofed to the con-
fideration of ferious young chriftians in general.
The author commits himfelf and his readers to
the providence and grace of the moft glorious
redeemer of fouls, waiting for that hour when we

expect a moft folemn interview in the prefence of
Goo.
JOHN RYLAND,

NortTHAMPTON, March 8, 1780.

INTRO-



INTRODUCTTION,.

HE ideas of exiftence, and the ideas of a

Gob, do not immediately appear connetted
{o clearly and inftantly as the ideas of exiftence,
and the idea of our own being; or fo readily as
we perceive that two and two make four.

But the exiftence of Gop will admit of proof
by making ufe of other ideas or reprefentations
of the vifible things of the univerfe, whofe agree-
ment, with the idea of Gop, is in 2 moment per-
ceived by the mind in the whole procefs of
demonftration.

Demonftration is an eafy procefs of reafoning,
beginning from fome plain and felf-evident truth,
and regularly defcending by a clear connexion,

or chain of ideas, till you come at your con-
clufion.

Reafoning is employed only about demonftra-
ble truths, and our intuitive and {elf-evident
perceptions are the ultimate foundation on which
all our reafoning refts.

And in this manner we have proceeded with
refpect to this contemplation and eafy demon-
Vor. I. a ftration



11 INTRODUCTION.

ftration of the exiftence and perfe&tions of Gopb.
We have made ufe of other ideas, taken from
the vifible creation and the foul of man; and
the agreement of thefe ideas, with our idea of
Gop, is inftantly feen by every man of com-
mon fenfe, in the whole procefs of the demon-
ftration.

And thus we may proceed, with refpett to all
the branches of natural and revealed religion,
and by beginning with clear felf-evident truths
and fimple ideas, and advancing by eafy fteps,
produce a. fatisfying and beautiful evidence of
every doctrine and duty of the chriftian religion ;
and difplay, in a ftriking and alluring manner,
to our ingenious and pious youth, all the parts
of vital holinefs and {focial virtue: and, at the
fame time, the oppofite fins and vices may be
painted in the moft ugly and difguftful colours,
fo as to expofe them to the hatred and fcorn of
every perfon that has the leaft love for his own
foul, or the loweft degree of defire ta avoid utter
ruin for both worlds,

Thus we may difplay, in contraft, the horrid
deformity and madnefs of atheifm, and the beauties
of true religion; the deteftable uglinefs of in-
fidelity, and the excellence of true faith; the
lovelinefs of gratitude to Gop, and the deformity
and horrors of ingratitude. The nature, appear-
ance, and horrid effelts of pride, asit is a re-

femblance



INTRODUCTION. iii

femblance of the devil, and the beauties and
happy confequences of deep humility.

Thus we may difplay the horrors of rafh
anger, and the infernal malignity of envy and

revenge, with all the lovely charms of meeknefs
and patience.

The infinite evil of apoftafly from the gofpel,
and the caufes and ruinous confequences of fuch
a dreadful temper, can never be {et in too ftrong
a light, or painted in too terrible a manner.

The luxury, riot, debauchery, Iuft, and mad-
nefs of the prefent age, can never be painted
in colours equal to the life: our language hath
no words nor powers equal to the fubje&, nor is
there a language in the world ftrong and copious
enough forit: a new one ought to be made on
purpofe that has phrafes, images, and energies,
that were never feen before; and even then, the
keennefs of a Juvenal, the imaginative powers
of a Milton, the force and grandeur of a Young
united, would be all too weak to ufe an eloquence
and language equal to our crimes.

The lukewarmnefs and hypocrify of multitudes
of profeflors of chriftianity, ought to be dif-
played in the moft vivid and ftriking manner,
to the end that the guilty may f{ee their own
picture, and tremble at the frightful deformity:
at the fame time, a well-informed and rational

a2 zeal,



V. INTRODUCTION,

zeal, remote from blind bigotry, and well purged
from uncharitablenefs, and a bitter, bloody, ab-
furd fpirit of perfecution; I fay, a well-illumi-
nated zeal for the truths and purity of the gofpel,
demands and deferves to be difplayed in all its
‘hining-beauty and lovely colours. Never was a
judicious and manly zeal for the glory of Gob
more wanting than in our day.

In a word, all the parts of praétical religion,
with the oppofite fins and vices, may be treated
with great advantage in thott differtations, and fo
as to inftruct, convince, and perfuade, at the
fame time.

I will not fay that I have been able to execute
a work in this manner; but this I may affirm,
that I have had an hearty good will to it for
thirty-five years patt.

On March 16, 1745, I firft laid down my
plan of a body of divinity, including all the
principal branches of natural and revealed reli-
gion, and I have been working at it ever fince,
fometunes with more affiduity and fuccefs, and
fometimes with lefs; but I believe few days have
pafled without fome view to it, or preparation for
it. I began it for my own ufe, and in order to
fit myfelf the better to execute the office which
divine providence and grace afligned me: what-
ever I have met with in books, or public fermons,

or
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or converfation with wife and good men, I have
feized as my own, judging that the whole fyftem
of truth and knowledge lies free and open to
every man that has a love for it. Iwould with to
imitate the bee, who roves over all the felds
and flowers, and converts to her own ufe what-
ever fhe finds fit for her purpofe: fhe carries
home her fpoils, and works them up in her own

way, without ever being accufed of theft or in-
juftice.

However, as a Pagan could obferve, that it is
honeft and grateful to acknowledge your obliga-
tions to all thofe from whom you have received
inftruction and advantage ; {o I would, with the
utmoft gratitude and pleafure, confels, that even
this firft eflay would not probably have been
written, if I had not read Ray, Derham, and Cam-
bray: Mr. Martin’sDemonftration of the Exiftence
of Gob efpecially, pleafed and ftruck me fo much,
that after reading and digefting it, I was de-
termined to attempt to write a more ealy Con-
templation on the fame plan: any perfon of tafte,
who fhall think 1t proper to compare them to-
gether, will fee that his differtation is more
learned, copious, and philofophical than mine:
on the other hand, mine is adapted to the capa-
cities of all fenfible and virtuous young perfons,
and is, upon the whole, beft {uited to my defign,
as a proper foundation to all my other Contem-

plations, Upon



vi INTRODUCTION.

Upon a review of a great variety of authors®
on the Exiftence of Gop, I think moft of them too
abftracted, or too prolix, to fuit the under{tanding
and tafte of our Britifh youth. The moft fimple,
ftriking, and popular arguments, are thofe which
are drawn from the vifible world, the firuGure
of the human body, and the powers and paflions
of the foul; thefe are adapted to the common
fenfe and reafon of all mankind, and will be found
the beft fources of evidence as long as the world
endures.

If any perfon of reading and tafte fhall think
it worth his while to read over this effay on
Gop and the foul, he will eafily perceive that I
am indebted to Mr. Grove, Mr. Hubbard, Char-
nock, Beattie, Dr. Waterland, Dr. Samuel Wright,
Dr. Watts, Mr. Addifon, Dr. Blair, Dr. Leng,
Dr. Gill, and Dr. Young.

In all my fubfequent Contemplations and De-
monftrations, I have freely borrowed whatever is
fit for my purpofe from every quarter. I take a
delight in acknowledging my obligations to many
authors of the richeft genius, tafte, and piety;

and

* The beft authors are, 1. Dr. Cudworth. 2. Dr. Wilkins. 3. Mr. John
Howe. 4. Charnock. 5. Tillotfon. &. Mr. Ray. 7.Dr. Bates. §. Mr,
Locke. g.Dr. John Edwards, 10. Dr. Bentley. 11. Dr. Clarke. 12. Dr.
Derham. 13. Dr. Witheart, 14. Whifton’s Aftronomical Principles of
Religion. 15. Dr. Nieuwentyte’s Religious Philofopher. 16. Cambray
on the Exiftence of God. 17. Mr. Robt. Millar. 13. Wollafton. 19. Dr.
Leng. 20. Sir Richard Blackmore. z1. Dr. Ridgely. 22. Mr., Aber-
nethy. 23. Mr, Grove, 24. Dr. Gill. 2¢. Dr, Cotton Mather,
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and rejoice in the occafion I have to fubfcribe to
the words of the moft amiable and excellent
Rollin, ¢ En un mot, tout ce qu’ll y a de
meilleur dans cet ouvrage n’eft point de moi; &
que m’importe d’oh il foit, pourvi qu’il {e trouve
utile 2 la jeunefle, qui eft le feul but que j’ai da
me propofer ?

¢ Je n’ai garde de vouloir me faire honneur
des richeffes d’autrui: il y auroit en cela quelque
chofe de plus que de I'imprudence. Je fouhai-
terpis feulement qu’elles puflent couvrir ma
pauvrete, & que cette foule de beautes etrangeres
qui ornent mon ouvrage fit oublier, ou du moins
excufer, les defauts qui me font perfonnels.” {

1 See Rollin’s De 1a Maniere d’Enfeigner et ’Etudier Les Belles Lettres,
tome premier, page 109,

N. B. The firft part of this volume is reprinted
a fourth time.

WorTuamMpTON, Feb. 16, 1780.

POST-
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POSTSCRIPT.

The reader is defived to obferve, that the glorious
difcoveries of divine revelation are not introduced in
this Gontemplation, becanfe we have not yet demon-
frated the divine authority and infpiration of the
Scriptures 5 but we bave, in the prefent eflay, pro-
ceeded on the principles of reafom, though it was
difficult for a man who feels the firongeft veneration
and lpve for the word of God, to refirain bimfelf in

this manner.

B T T e P P S P S N S B S S St e Pt T e Y 0 e
Ny 2 A S O & & 5 &5 W P R R e R
e etk Ltk R e s ke e e e e e k)

A CON-



A
COMPREHENSIVE VIEW

OF THIS

Vorume of CONTEMPLATIONS.

CONTEMPLATION 1.

On the EXISTENCE and PERFECTIONS of GOD.
A reprefentation of Gop - -
The nature of demonftration - - -
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3

6

7

IIL. The planctary worlds are proofs of infinite power - 8
9

10

11
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IV. The moons, in our fyftem, evince a Gop -

V. The comets open amazing proofs of a Gop -

VI. The fixed ftars demonitrate a Gop - -

VII. The atmofphere, or air, thews a Gop -
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IX. The globe of earth evinces a glorious Gop - 13
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a 3. Veneration
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