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1. The iNTERNAL CHARACTER of all BAD MEN is

painted in the moft vivid coLouRrs in the holy
SCRIPTURES,

1. Their inward principles and frame of heart
towards Gop and religion: they are ignorant of
Gob': they have no conception of juft ideas con-
cerning the perfections of Gop: their carnal minds
are enmity againft Goo, Rom. vii 7. they
are haters of Gop, Rom. i. 30. Gob is not
rightly in all their thoughts, Pf. x. 4. they
have not one good thought of Gop : they caft
off fear: they call not upon Gop: they fay to
the Almighty, depart from us, we delire not the
knowledge of thy ways: their faolith heart is
darkened, Rom. i. 21. their heart and face is
hard as an adamant ftone, 1. e. the diamond,
which is the hardeft of all ftones: their con-
{cience is feared with an hot iron: they have a
reprobate mind, i. e. a mind void of judgment,
or a right fenfe of truth : the heart of the wicked
is little worth : they are like chaff: the heart 1s
deceitful above all things, and defperately wicked,
Jer. xvii. 9. the wicked of the earth are as drofs
before Gop : they hate Gop’s will and rob him of
his glory : they fet up their own will as their rule
againft the fovereign will of Gop: and they fet
up SeLF, as their fupreme end againft that eternal
and moft worTHY seLF that is in the nature and
excellence of Gop: they have their portion 1n
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this life: they mind earthly things, and are
earthly fenfual and devilifh, totally alienated
from the life and friendthip of Gop; and 1t is
their fixed choice and determination to live with-
out Gobo in the world. Now, how clearly 1s all
this verified, and to be eafily {een in millions.

2. Their enmity and hatred to all good men s
ftroAgly defcribed in Scripture. All carnal and
bad men have a peculiar hatred of the image of
Gob in true chriftians : they may love good men
for the advantages they derive from them as good
neighbours, good tradefmen, and friends ; but as
bearing the image of Chnit they love them not :
nay, they hate them, and have a rooted antipathy
and averfion to their holy difpofitions and de-
votion to Gop. And this enmity is very deep
and ftrongly rooted in the heart: it is durable
and unconquerable by all the powers of reafon
and eloquence: i1t oftentimes appears very violent,
and breaks out with an irrefiftable fury againft
the bodies and fouls, the charaers and eftates,
of good men. This enmity appeared in Ifh-
mael. He that was after the fleth, perfecuted
him, who was after the fpirit; and fo it is now.
Gal. 1v. 29.  “ AsCain, who was of that wicked
one the devil, and flew his brother: and where-
fore flew he him? becaufe his own works were
evil, and his brother’s righteous.” 1 John iii. 12.
Cain was of the wicked one, the old ferpent ;

and
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and there have always been a race of many
millions of the ferpentine {eed, who are of their
father the devil ; and the works of their father
they will do. John vii. 44. ‘The 1image of
Gop in the fouls of true chriftians has been
i1 all ages the ground of the quarrel of bad
men againft them: and fo it 1s at this very time
in the various parts of Great - Britain. We can
appeal to the obfervation and experience of all
Gobp’s people, in all nations and in all ages, for
the truth of this remark. ’Tis as clear as noon-
day, and fhines as bright as the meridian fun---
'tis a truth written with fun-beams all over the
“world !

‘This perfecuting {pirit appears in various forms
and in divers manners. The great patriarchs of
the feed of Cain, Pharaoh, Sennacherib, Rab-
fhakeh, Nebuchadnezzar and his grandfon Bel-
fhazzar, Antiochus Epiphanes, Herod, Nero,
Dioclefian, Charles the IXth of France, Bonner,
Gardiner, bloody queen Mary, Laud, and Lewis
the XIVth, with thoufands more, have broke out
into open rage and cruel violence againft the
church and people of Gop; whilft millions of
the {fame brood, with the fame malice in their
hearts, have only proceeded to leflfer alts of
cruelty, or have difplayed their wit, fharpened
by {pite, to {lander and ridicule true chriftians.
Thefe have chiefly employed themfelves in perfe-
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cution with the tongue or the pen, or both. Some
of thefe geniufes of Satan have adopted this fine
notion, that ridicule is the teft of truth; and
accordingly they have employed this teft with
different degrees of ability, but all to the utmoft
of their power. Others, of the coarfer kind of
fecond-rate perfecutors, have been forced to con-
tent themfelves with the lower methods of perfe-
cution, fuch as inventing and {preading lyes and
flanders, propagating evil reports and fcandal
by whifpering and back biting, in order to
hurt the charaters and ruin the ufefulnefs of
wife, good, and worthy muniiters, and private
chriftians : but the church of Chrift, though ever
aflaulted, has been ever triumphant in the final
iffue and up-thot of things, and ever will be fo
to the end of the world.---See Fox’s admira-
ble Book of Martyrs, folio, lately publifhed by
Trapp; Neal’s Hiftory of the Puritans, with
Millar’'s Hiftory of the Propagation of Chriftia-
nity, and Clark’s Looking-Glafs for Perfecutors,
with Mr. John Lockman’s excellent Hiftory of
Popith Perfecutions, 12mo. a book I would

earneftly recommend to all my readers of every
rank and age.

3. The Scriptures defcribe the outward cir-
cumitances of many bad men as richer and higher
in temporal life than the people of Gop.

Not
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Not many rich, not many mighty, not many
noble are called. 1 Cor. 1. 26. Chrift fays, wo !
unto you that are rich. Luke vi. 24.---There is
not onc promife made to a rich man, as arichman,
1n all the book of Gop. The rich are for the moft
part claffed under the head of bad men: and the
revelation of Gop defcribes this body of men, in
their outward circumftances, as rich, full and prof-
perous : their eyes ftanding out with fatnefs, and
having more than heart can with. Pf Ixxiii, 7.
Not that all bad men are rich, or that all good
men are very poor: there are millions of very
wicked men that are extremely poor, though
there are few good men that are very rich: for
the holy Scripture places bad men chiefly as on
higher ground than good men; and thefe proud
rich men look down with contempt and fcorn
upen true chriftians, as low, mean, poor de-
Juded enthufiafts, not worthy of one moment’s

attention or honour; and {o it has been in all
ages to this day.

4. They have a fad inward diffatisfaGion of
mind, and an awful want of peace of confcience
in all conditions of life. There is no peace, faith
my Gop, to the wicked. Ifai. lvii. 20, 21. The
wicked are like the troubled fea, whofe waters caft
up mire and dirt : their inward temper refembles
the loft fpirits in hell: they have no reft day or

night: they have no degree of folid fatisfaction, no,

not
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not in the leaft for one hour: they feel a dreadful
vacancy of all happinels within: they are neither
pleafed with Gop or man, or with themfelves :
they feel nothing but vanity and vexation in all
their riches; nothing but pain and mifery in all
their pleafures : they have no Goo: Gob is gone!
he is gone! 1s gone! they have not one fteady
friend 1n Gob’s empire. Ah! poor, blind,
miferable men, are you to be envied, when the
very beft of you are infinitely below the meaneft
true chriftian in the world! You have a fecret
diffatisfaction haunts your heart like a ghoft, and
are you to be envied? Gop’s foul i1s departed
from™* thee, Q wicked man, and are you to be
envied ?

5. The Scriptures are fulfilled in the death of
all wicked men in the world.----We have feen
clearly how the Scriptures are fulfilled in the
hearts and difpofitions of bad men towards Gobp
---1n their averfion, oppofition, and perfecution
of the image of Gobp 1n all good men---in their
external circumitances---and their total want of
peace and {atisfaction 1n their own fouls. Let us
now view all bad men in their death and depar-
ture into eternity. As to the manner and cir-
cumftances of their deaths, I think they may be

ranged

* Terem. vi. 8. The original Hebrew word fignifines plucked from
thes ; the phirafe denotes an utter feparation, joined with the utmoft ab-
horrence and Keen deteftatior. Thus, 1n Ezek. xxiit. 18. ¢ My mind
was alienated ;> it denotes wtter difunion and fixed difaffection. How
dreadiul is the ¢afe of wicked men !
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ranged in the following views: fome bad men
die fudden and accidental deaths---fome die un-
natural deaths by their own lufts---fome die
violent deaths by felf-murder---fome die linger-
ing deaths under long and fore difeafes. With
refpect to the circumftances of their minds in
death, they are many and various: fome die
raving mad---fome die drunk mad---fome die as
quiet as lambs---fome die with a vain hope of
heaven on the footing of their imaginary virtue
and good works---fome die in the horrors of con-
{cience, and know they are going to hell before
they get there---fome die under the frowns of an
angry Gop, who begins a hell in their {ouls in
this life. Such was the cafe of Francis Newport,
‘Efq; fon to the earl of Bradford, which I pub-
lithed feven years ago, under the title of the
Deatu-Bep TerrRoRs of an INFIDEL.® 12mo.
price 4d.

Let us now take a scripTURAL PRQsSPECT of the
DEATH of WICKED MEN.

We fee Cain a curfed vagrant, a living hell, a
walking damnation in life and death. Millions
of bad men die in the dreadful deluge, and go
from a world of water to a world of eternal fire.

We

® This is a fa&t well authenticated, The late Rev, Mr. John Oulton,
of Liverpool, received it from the mouth of the Rev. Mr. Benjamin Jenks,

re€tor of Harley, in Shropfhire; and that excellent man was chaplain to
the Earl of Bradford.
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We fee death and hell at ence poured out of
heaven on the outrageous finners of Sodom and
Gomorrah ; and the waters of the red fea fweep
away an army of men, with the mad king at
their head, into everlafting burnings. You fee
Nadab and Abthu die under the rage of devour-
ing fire. Levit. x. 2. Korah, Dathan, and
Abiram, are deftroyed in a moment by the earth
opening and fwallowing them up alive. You fee
many thoufands ftung to death by fiery ferpents.
A fabbath-breaker 1s ftoned to death. Exed. xxxi.
14. Numb. xv. 35. Youfee two lewd, impudent
wretches driven out of life, and fent from the
flames of luft to the flames of hell in 2 moment.
Numb. xxv. 8. Balaam, the conjuror, fent to his
father, the devil, 1n an inftant. Numb. xxx. 8.
Joth. xui. 22.  Achan ftoned to death for
covetoufnefs and rebellion. Joth. vii. 25. Five
wicked kings hanged on a tree. Jofh. x. 24.
Adenibezek, the cruel tyrant, who cut off the
thumbs and toes of feventy kings, meets with a
dreadful retaliation and a miferable death. Judg.i.
6, 7. Ehud, another tyrant, groans out his cruel
foul. Judg. 111. 22. Sifera dies a fhameful and
fudden death by the hands of a woman. Judg. 1v.
21. Abimelech, a tyrant, hath his brains beat
out by another woman. Judg. ix. §3. Thoufands
of cruel tyrants perith in a moment by the hand
of Sampfon, at his death. Judg. xvi. 30. Two

lewd
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lewd and impudent priefts perifh in one day.
T Sam. iv. 11. Agag, a cruel tyrant, is hewn
in pieces before the Lord. 1 Sam. xv. 33. Go-
liah, a2 monfter in ftature and in pride, perifhes
by the hand of a fthepherd boy. 1 Sam. xvii. 49.
Nabal, the churl, his heart dies within him, and
he becomes as dead as a ftone. 1 Sam. xxv. 737.
Saul in a fit of defpair and horror murders him-
felf. 1 Sam. xxxi. 4. The inceftuous Amnon
1s murdered amidft revelling and drunkennefs.
2 Sam. xui. 28. Abfalom, the rebellious fon,
15 hanged in the boughs of an oak, and ftruck
dead with three darts. 2 Sam. xviii. 14. Abhito-
phel 1n a fit of pride and fear hangs himfelf.
2 Sam. xvii. 23. Shimei, the curfing rebel to
David, cut off by the {word. 1 Kings 1i. 46.
Joab, the cruel affaffin, is driven away in his
wickednefs. 1 Kings ii. 28. Four hundred and
fifty of Baal’s priefts flain, 1 Kings xviii. 40.
Ahab, the bloody tyrant, fhot to death with an
arrow, and the dogs lick his blood. 1 Kings xxii.
37. Forty-two impudent children are torn to
pieces. 2 Kings ii. 24, An infidel nobleman
trod to death. 2 Kings vii. 20. Jezebel, the
cruel queen, 1s dafhed to pieces and eaten by
dogs. 2 Kingsix. 33--3¢. Rabthakeh, the blaf-
pheming bully, with near two hundred thoufand
rebels, ftruck dead in one night. 2 Kings xix. 2.
2 Chron. xxxil, 21. Jeholakim, the deiftical

king
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king of Judah, who cut to pieces and burnt the
Scriptures of Gop, dies like a dog, and is buried
with the burial of an afs. Jerem. xxxvi. 23.
xxil. 19. Belfhazzar, the infolent and blaf-
pheming tyrant, in the midft of his drunken-
nefs, {fees a man’s hand on the wall write his
eternal doom. Dan.v. 25--30. Haman is hanged
on the gallows he prepared for Mordecai. Efther
vii. g. Judas, the curfed traitor, who fold his
mafter’s blood for three pounds fifteen fhillings,
in defpair and horror, hangs himfelf, and departs
to his place in hell. Matth. xxvit. 5. Herod,
for his monftrous pride, 1s ftricken by Gob, eaten
by worms, and gives up his foul. A&s. xii. 23.

RECOLLECTION.

What a ftriking proof 1s here that the Scrip-
tures are given by infpiration of Gop. What a

clear and convincing demonftration of the bound-
lefs mind and underftanding of Gob! We have
a moft amazing evidence that Gop difcerns the
nature, qualities, and ends of all things in the
univerfe ; and that he peculiarly attends to the
hearts of all mankind, compares them with his
holy nature and law, and marks with the utmoft
precifion the agreement, difference, or oppofition,
of every man’s nature and actions to that law!

How odious to Gop’s holinefs! how obnoxious

to his juftice muft all wicked men appear! how
finful
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finful and guilty ! how abominable and loathfome
are the human race in the fight of Gop! and how
infinite is the divine patience towards a guilty
world! The great Robert Bolton might well
fay, ¢ if the moft patient man on earth was to
be raifed into the vaft expanfe, and had power
and knowledge to fee all the horrid crimes which
are €committed in one hour by mankind, he would
fet all the world on fire 1n the next” How
thould we adore our Lord Jefus, the mighty Gop,
for reftraining the lufts and bridling the paflions
of men, otherwife Gop’s people would be foon
rooted up from the earth, and our world would
in one day become an aceldama, a field of blood,
and a {cene of defolation and horror! We now

proceed to fome lovely profpeéts.

II. 'Fhe ScrirTurk is wonderfully fulfilled in all
GOOD MEN on EARTH ; as 1t clearly reveals their
EXTERNAL CIRCUMSTANCES and INTERNAL CHA-

RACTER,

I. Confider good men as a COLLECTIVE BODY
of people, and compare them with the wicked :
they are lower in circumftances---fewer in num-
bers---and more expofed to trials than thoufands
of wicked men---yet immoveably {afe and vito-
rious---mixed with hypocrites---and in a great
variety of changes and conditions 1n the world.

(1.) They are LowkER in outward circumitances.

The church of Chrift for the moft part confifts of
R 2 people
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people mean and low as to the riches and honours
of this world ; tho’ they are not the very loweft
dregs of mankind, as we have before obferved :
many of the devil’s children are in a more fordid
and beggarly condition than the pooreft of the
people of Gop. In a word, true chriftians, for
the major part, are of the middle fort of man-
kind: they are, as to their external circum-
ftances, between poverty and riches, between
begeary and nobility; and this is the beft ftate
they can be in to be humble and ufeful, to be
faved from many temptations, to be kept watch-
ful and a&ive, and to be in the lively exercife of
grace, and advance in the power of religion,
and the glories of gofpel fanctification and good
works.

(2.) They are FEweER in numbers than the
children of the devil. The true church is the

le/s as well as the Jower part of mankind. OQur
mafter obferves, that many are called, but few
are chofen: and he fays, fear not, litttle flock.
Luke x11. 32.  And the obfervation of Mofes
will held good, as to the true church of Gop, in
all ages to this day. ¢ Thou art an holy people
to the Lord thy Gop: tihe l.ord thy Gop hath
chofen thee to be a {pecial people unto himfelf,

above all people that are upon the face of the
carth. 'The Lord did not {et his love upon you,

nor choofe you, becaufe ye were more in number
than
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than any people, for ye were the feweft of all
people ; but becaufe the Lord loved you, and
becaufe he would keep the oath which he had

fworn.” Deut. vii. 6--8. I may add, the oath
which he fwore from eternity to his divine Son,

that he would invincibly fave all his people from

their fins with an abfolute, certain, and perfe&
falvation.

(3.) They are more expofed to TRiaLs than
many unregenerate men 1n the world, The
genuine members of the church of Chrift are
always 1n a ftate of confli® with internal fin;
and for the moft part exercifed with the fraud
and force of an invifible enemy, whofe art,
malice, and diligence, are beyond all the powers
of language to exprefs. They are likewife tried
by various events in providence, which are pain-
ful to the flefh and vexatious to the foul; fre-
quent forrows and diftreflfes under the preflures
of guilt; whilft the men of the world appear is
joyous eircumftances of freedom and eafe, whicll
are more agreeable and plaufible to all fenfual
and fuperficial judges of happinefs. ¥Ye fhall
weep and lament, but the world fhall rejoice.
John xvi. 20,  The church is always in fome
ftate of fuffering; and will be fo, more or lefs,
whilft in this world, The people of Gop have
commonly as much trial and exercife as they can
well bear, The excellent Mr. Thomas Bofiton,

author
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suthor of that moft ufeful family book, intituled,
the FourroLp StaTE of Maw, 8vo. has publifhed
a difcourfe, called the Crook 1n the LoT; where-
in he thews, that every true believer has fome
CROOKED THING or other 1n all the ftages of his
life, to exercife his graces, and keep him from
lukewarmnefs, lazinefs, and carnal fecurity: the
Scripture is fulfilled 1n a ftriking manner in this
refpe&t. We fee two forts of men in the world ;
fome bearing the crofs and following Chrift, de-
nying felf, crucifying the fleth, fowing in tears,
and refifting the powers of temptation and the
allurements of the world. Millions of mankind,
on the other hand, we fee in a dead fecurity,
without one deep and ferious thought of Gob;
living in unlawful pleafures; indulging their
filthy lufts; putting far off the evil day; with-
out care of their nobler part; negleéting, abufing,
and hazarding their preclous and immortal {ouls ;
and no ferious {ear of future bad confequences at
death and judgment in the eternal world. Now
all this 1s the {cene defcribed in Scripture, agree-
able to the plan and ftate of things there laid
down.------ Sce this admuirably treated on in
the incomparable fermons on the TrRuTH and In-
sPIRATION of the ScripTures, by the learned
and amiable Mr. Benjamin Bennett, 8vo. 1730.

(4.) The Scriptures reprefent the church of

Chrift on earth as IMMOVEABLY SECURE, and
INVINCIBLY
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invivciBLY SAFE, amidft all the dangers that
threaten it from within, 1. e. from in-dwelling
fin; and from without, arifing from the world
and the devil.

The true church fhall never die---fhe is im-
mortal ; and, though always affaulted, yet will
be ever invincible and ever triumphant. The
gates of hell, i. e. the powers and policies of
hell never have prevailed to deftroy the church,
and they never thall prevail to ruin one fingle
believer in Chrift. The eternal Son of Gop has
pledged his word, his honour, and his oath, that
his fheep fhall never perith; and neither men,
devils, nor themfelves, fhall pluck them out of
his hands. John x. 28. The church has been
like the bufh, in flames, yet not confumed.
Exod. 1. 1. The true people of Gop have
been ever preferved amidft devils, atheifts, in-
fidels, tyrants, peffecutors, and hypocrites, which
are her very worft enemies, and always do her
the moft damage in every period of time,

Two things add a luftre to this furprifing pro-
vidence of Chrift, and make it thine with double
glory and beauty. It has met with the moft
violent oppofition---and other kingdoms have
{unk into ruin under a far lefs weight.

1. It has met with the moft mighty and dread-
tul oppofition. Never had any body or fociety

of
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of people fuch formidable enemies as the church
of Chrift, and yet it has furvived all affaults, and
eriumphed over all oppreflion.

The utmoft rage of earth and hell has been
exerted, againft the people of Gop, for almoft
fix thoufand years; and yet they &ill live, and

fhall live for ever.

‘The excellent Lampe, in his admirable Sy-
nopfis of Ecclefialtical Hiftory, 12mo. 1726,
Judicioufly obferves, that the whole of the hif-
tory of the church exhibits two faces, or the
appearance of two diftinét and oppofite king-
doms, i. e. the kingdom of Chrift, and the
kingdom of the devil.

1. The kingdom of Chrift confifts in three
things----the doltrines of free grace----able
divines, full of found wifdom, learning, and
zeal---with internal holinefs and fcriptural wor-
thip in the members of this church.

2. The face of the kingdom of the devil ex-
hibits three things to our view---fundamental
errors, or deftructive miftakes, in the grand
effentials of the chriftian religion---artful preach-
ers, and corrupt writers, of great rational pow-
ers, joined with learning and the pomp of
fcience, who, with deep deceit and addrefs,
animated with a determined zeal and virulence,
againft the truth in all ages, have endeavoured

to



